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Our hearts are broken 
and it doesn’t get easier
Two years after 
Cameron Blair’s 
death, his parents 
want to save others 
from their grief

THE heartbroken parents of Cameron Blair, the 
student who was stabbed to death in an unpro-
voked attack two years ago today, have vowed to 
do whatever they can to reform knife crime laws 
to spare other parents the grief they have 
endured. 

In an exclusive interview with the Irish Mail on 
Sunday, Cameron’s mother Kathy said she has 
been condemned to live a ‘half-life’ without her 
beloved son. But she and husband Noel have said 
they will do everything in their power to bring 
about legislative changes to combat the scourge of 
knife crime. 

Noel told the MoS this week: ‘We haven’t got 
much left but if we can make some sort of change…  
All that we are doing is for Cameron. He is who 
this is all about. I know this isn’t going to help us 
but hopefully it will help some other innocent,’

The ‘kind and gentle’ 20-year-old Cork Institute 
of Technology student was murdered on January 
16, 2020. A teenage boy received a life sentence in 
April 2020.Mr Justice Paul McDermott said at the 
time ‘the deliberate recourse to knives by young 
men must be deterred and the public must be pro-
tected’.

A second teen Scott O’Connor, 19, of Churchfield 
Square, Churchfield, Cork was jailed for two years 
in July after he pleaded guilty to committing vio-
lent disorder at Bandon Road in Cork on January 
16, 2020. He has also pleaded guilty to producing 
an article capable of inflicting serious injury. 

Another boy who was 14 at the time,  now aged 
16, pleaded guilty to committing violent disorder 
and in July was sentenced to two years’ detention 
with a further two years’ supervision.

 Exactly two years since his death his parents say 
life has ‘not gotten any easier’ and that they can 
‘never be truly happy again’.

‘It’s unbelievable. There is no pain like it that I 

son too, I think maybe what we said 
touched a chord with people maybe 
a little bit because, when you see 
people face-to-face, you definitely 

feel the emotion more and it’s not 
just a story. We are real people.’

Kathy said that, despite the two 
years that have passed since her 
son’s murder, her grief is still very 
raw. ‘From my point of view it is 
just too raw. Maybe in time I will 
be more good to people, but I just 

haven’t got the energy. It is kind of 
reliving it all over again.’

She said Christmas was very dif-
ficult for the family, and that it will 
‘never be the same again’.

‘We just have to make the most of 
it for Alan’s sake [their younger 
son]. Our hearts are broken and it 
doesn’t get any easier if I am per-
fectly honest with you. Crikey, I 
found this week so hard, I really 
did.’ Kathy said people who have 
not experienced the grief of losing 
a child cannot comprehend what 
they are experiencing.

‘I felt like I was back to square 
one and then people talk to you and 
they almost expect you to have 
moved on because it is like nearly 

two years, and it feels like two min-
utes. It’s a half-life, that is for sure, 
and anyone who has been in the 
same boat will say the same thing.

‘As good as people are, you don’t 
really get it. Down through the 
years I would have met older peo-
ple who maybe lost children and 
you’d be so sympathetic, but I 
never quite got it.’

Kathy revealed she is now in con-
tact with other parents who have 
lost children which she says helps 
her to cope with her own trauma.

‘I have touched base with a good 
few people who have lost kids in 
different circumstances and, sure 
look, you just have to resign your-
self to the fact you are going to be 

just continually tortured. It helps a 
small bit to know you are not the 
only person going through this. It 
helps a lot actually.’

In a statement the Minister of 
State James Browne, who heads a 
Government subcommittee on 
knife crime, said: ‘I wish to extend 
my deepest sympathies to the fam-
ily of Cameron Blair as they mark 
his second anniversary.’ He said 
the subcommittee is ‘focused on 
understanding the existing evi-
dence on the effectiveness of meas-
ures to address knife crime and the 
reasons why some people carry 
weapons’.

He added: ‘We are examining a 
range of approaches, including 
using a public health model and 
also reviewing legislation. This is 
not a simple issue... we have to bal-
ance the strong impulse to react 
based on our outrage at violent 
crimes with a careful considera-
tion of the best available evi-
dence.’
debbie.mccann@mailonsunday.ie

know of,’ Kathy told the MoS. 
In October Noel and Kathy met 

then-acting justice minister 
Heather Humphreys and her offi-
cials. The meeting took place 
shortly after an emotional inter-
view in this newspaper in which 
the Blairs called for a new approach 
to tackle knife crime, including a 
graphic campaign in secondary 
schools and more effective sen-
tencing for convicted offenders. 
They also called for the parents of 
offenders to be held more account-
able for their children’s actions. 

Noel described the meeting as 
positive and said the Department 
of Justice pledged to keep them 
informed of any legislative devel-
opments. 

Kathy said the department has 
maintained correspondence with 
them but admits she has been ‘too 
bogged down’ by her own grief 
over Christmas and ahead of Cam-
eron’s anniversary to plough 
through all of the material they 
have been sent. 

She told the MoS: ‘I have enough 
in my head at the moment and I 
don’t think I have the strength.’

However, the Blairs said they will 
continue to engage with the depart-
ment. Kathy says they were glad to 
meet the minister in person and 
believes they ‘touched a chord’.

‘We were glad we did. It felt like 
we had entered something. I think 
when you meet somebody in per-

‘People almost expect 
you to have moved on’

‘It’s unbelievable. 
There’s no pain like it’

EXCLUSIVE
By Debbie McCann
CRIME CORRESPONDENT

‘This is not a simple 
issue to address’

CAMPAIGN: In this newspaper, 
Kathy and Noel Blair, above, called for 
a new approach to knife crime

ANNIVERSARY:
Cameron Blair 
was killed in an 
unprovoked 
attack two years 
ago today
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Blair family to Justice 
Minister: Help us in our 
bid to fight knife crime
THE parents of murdered student 
Cameron Blair are to meet with the 
Department of Justice which will 
listen to their proposals to combat 
the growing problem of knife crime 
across the country. 

While the meeting has yet to be 
formalised, the Department told 
the Irish Mail on Sunday it ‘will, of 
course’ consider meeting with 
Cameron’s parents, Kathy and Noel 
Blair, who have called for a new 
approach to tackling the issue. 

Speaking this weekend, Kathy 
Blair told the MoS: ‘We would like 
to meet the Minister very much. 
Anything that will help would be 
great. It can only do good.’ 

Kathy and Noel’s 20-year-old son 
Cameron was stabbed in a brutal 
and unprovoked murder in Janu-
ary 2020 and from that instant, life 
as they knew it changed forever.

In a heartbreaking exclusive 
interview with the MoS earlier this 
month the grieving parents called 
for the introduction of harsher 
sentences and mandatory jail time 
for possession of a knife as a mat-
ter of urgency.

They also spoke of a need for a 

‘graphic’ campaign to be rolled out 
in schools to show the horrific 
reality of knife crime. 

A spokesman for the Department 
of Justice confirmed this week that 
sentencing for knife crime is ‘under 
review’ and Minister Heather 
Humphreys would consider a 
request to meet the Blair family. 

‘Minister Humphreys and the 
Department would like to express 
their deepest condolences to the 
family of Cameron Blair,’ the 
spokesman told the MoS. 

‘Cameron’s murder was a sense-
less tragedy and highlights the 
fatal dangers which can arise when 
people carry knives.’ 

The Department said it is examin-
ing the sentencing guidelines for 
knife crime offences. 

‘The Department is keeping the 
law in relation to sentencing for 
knife crimes, as well as all other 
policies around knife crimes, such 
as targeted interventions, under 
review,’ the spokesman said. 

‘International best practice points 
to targeted interventions and com-
munity engagement as being the 
best approach to tackling knife 
crime and other criminal activity 
that is particularly prevalent 
among young people. 

‘The Department is also engaging 

with colleagues in Public Health on 
the matter as other jurisdictions, 
such as Scotland, have treated 
knife crime as a Public Health 
rather than a criminal issue, with 
some success.’ 

The Department confirmed a 
‘subgroup of the Department’s 
Anti-Social Behaviour Forum’, 
which is chaired by Junior Minis-
ter for Law Reform James Browne, 
has been established ‘to examine 
knife crime issues and develop pro-
posals for practical measures’. 

It added it will ‘consider legisla-
tive amendments if deemed appro-
priate and necessary’. 

Earlier this month, Kathy and 
Noel Blair called on the Govern-

ment to roll out a ‘graphic’ cam-
paign in schools to show young 
people the reality of knife crime.

They also said harsher sentences 
and mandatory jail time for posses-

sion of a knife need to be intro-
duced as a matter of urgency.

Kathy told how she is living a 
‘half-life’ since her ‘kind’ and ‘full 
of life’ son was murdered.

She told the MoS: ‘There needs 
to be harsher sentencing for 

possession of a knife. But also 
going into schools, educating 
teenagers, I do believe graphic 
images might bring it home. It 
could be their mother and father 
inside in the morgue, it could 
be their brother or sister lying 
on a slab.’

Noel Blair said courts are operat-
ing a ‘revolving door’ and rather 
than ‘stamping out’ criminal behav-
iour, people with an array of con-
victions are allowed walk free.

He said: ‘The justice system 
seems to be a merry-go-round and 
by the time these people commit a 
serious crime they have a list of 
convictions behind them.

‘Rather than stamping it out 

initially, it rolls on and rolls on. And 
do you know what? It’s really a 
money-making exercise for solici-
tors and barristers.’ 

Mr Blair echoed his wife’s call for 
mandatory sentencing and for the 
brutal consequences of knife crime 
to be taught in school. 

He said that young people need to 
be told that if they are caught 
with a weapon, they will be 
instantly jailed.

‘If they are ever caught with a 
weapon in public, there is nothing 
else but one place to go whether 
that is a juvenile or adult jail for a 
minimum amount of time. That is 
my take,’ he said.
debbie.mccann@mailonsunday.ie

Parents of stab victim Cameron demand sentencing review

By Debbie McCann
Crime Correspondent

‘Cameron’s murder was a 
senseless tragedy’

‘Department examining 
sentencing guidelines’

worrying surge 
in knife seizures 
in past five years

TRAGEDY:
Kathy Blair 
alongside 
her late son 
Cameron

MANY parts of the country 
have seen the number of 
knives seized by gardaí more 
than double over the last five 
years, new figures reveal. 

A worrying picture is 
developing in the north and 
west of the country, such as in 
Donegal where 46 knives were 
seized last year compared to 
just 17 in 2016. 

Sligo gardaí seized 50 knives 
in 2020 compared to 21 in 2016 
while neighbouring Mayo had 
48 knives seized compared to 
just 16 four years earlier. 

Cavan-Monaghan also 
experienced a significant rise 

in knife seizures in the same 
period, rising from 21 to 50. 

In the south and west of the 
country similar figures are 
revealed. 

In Cork city, where student 
Cameron Blair was stabbed to 
death in an unprovoked attack 
in January last year, the 
number of knives seized 
increased nearly threefold. 

Gardaí there seized 172 
knives in 2020 compared to 
just 66 in 2016. In Tipperary 
57 knives were seized in 2020 
compared to 24 four years 
earlier, while in Clare 39 
knives were seized last year 

compared to 15 in 2016. 
In Kildare, 72 knives were 

seized last year compared to 
32 in 2016. In Meath knives 
seized by gardaí in 2020 
numbered 65 compared to 26 
in 2016. And in Waterford 73 
such seizures were reported 
in 2020, in 2016 it was 49. 

Meanwhile, the amount of 
knives seized in Dublin North 
Central in 2020 was 202, more 
than double the 2016 figure of 
98 knives.  

Up to August of this year 114 
seizures had already been 
made in this part of Dublin. 

The rate of seizures in 
Dublin South Central stood at 
257 in 2020 compared to 128 in 
2016, following a year-on-year 
trend of increases.  

In the Dublin Metroplitan 
Eastern region, where 18-year-
old Azzam Raguragui was 
stabbed to death in a row over 
a bicycle in 2019, the number 
of knives seized from 2016 to 
2020 rose from 35 to 74. 

The figures were released 
this month in response to a 
parliamentary question by 
Dublin Rathdown TD Neale 
Richmond. The Fine Gael TD 
has been actively highlighting 
the issue of knife crime in 
recent times and is calling for 
Ireland to follow the Scottish 
model of approaching knife 
crime as a public health issue.

By Debbie McCann

‘Figures in Cork have 
nearly trebled’
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By Debbie McCann
Crime Correspondent

SUMMIT: Heather Humphreys, 
centre, is meeting the family of 
murdered student Cameron Blair, 
left. The Blairs are supported by the 
father of Azzam Raguragui, above, 
who was stabbed to death in 2019 

Minister set to meet 
family on knife crime
THE parents of murdered student 
Cameron Blair will meet with Jus-
tice Minister Heather Humphreys 
this week after they called for a 
new approach to tackling knife 
crime in an emotional interview in 
this newspaper last month. 

Kathy and Noel Blair will detail 
their proposals at the meeting 
on Thursday.

Their ‘kind and happy’ 20-year-
old son Cameron was stabbed in a 
brutal and unprovoked murder in 
January 2020. From that instant, 
they said, life as they knew it 
changed forever. 

In an exclusive interview with the 
Irish Mail on Sunday, the grieving 
parents had called for the introduc-

tion of harsher sentences and man-
datory jail time for possession of a 
knife as a matter of urgency. 

A Justice Department spokesman 
confirmed to the MoS that Minister 
Humphreys will meet with the 
Blair family this week.

Kathy and Noel Blair had also 
called for a ‘graphic’ campaign to 
be rolled out in schools to show 
children and young people the hor-
rific consequences of knife crime. 

Ahead of the meeting, other vic-
tims of knife crime and their fami-
lies told the MoS this week the 
Blairs have their full support. 

Abdul Raguragui, whose 18-year-
old son Azzam was stabbed repeat-
edly by a 16-year-old in a row over 
a bicycle in Dundrum, Dublin, in 
2019, said ‘education is key’. 

‘This is why the idea of going to 
schools and educating students 
about the dangers of carrying 
a knife is very important,’ Mr 
Raguragui said.

He said social media and influ-

encers should ‘play their part 
against this pandemic’. 

‘Because this generation will 
not listen to a TD talking in 
the Dáil, but will pay attention to 
an influencer on social media,’ 
he said. 

The grieving father said we need 
a ‘holistic approach’ to tackling 
knife crime. 

Maria Dempsey, whose 20-year-
old daughter Alicia Brough 
was brutally murdered in a crime 
that shook the nation in 2010, 
met Kathy Blair to offer her 
support following her interview 
with the MoS. 

Alicia was stabbed to death by 
John Geary, who also murdered his 
ex-girlfriend Sarah Hines, their 
five-month-old daughter Amy and 
Sarah’s three-year-old son Reece. 
Alicia tried desperately to save lit-

tle Amy who Geary was holding 
when she walked in on the scene. 

Maria said: ‘I would say [to the 
Blairs] to be really clear on what 
you are saying. 

‘What is missing in victims’ advo-

cacy is, we have so much emotion, 
it’s really difficult to be clear. It’s a 
lived experience. Trying to describe 
to someone who hasn’t lived it is 
really difficult.

‘The Irish Reform Trust do huge 
work, but we [victims] do not 
have the equivalent of that and we 
need that. 

‘What they work towards has an 

equal impact for us. Making sure 
prisoners come out rehabilitated is 
the most important thing, there is 
no justice for us if they come out 
and get on with life as they were.

‘It’s like seeing a disaster, 
knowing how to avoid it and not 
being given the powers to be 
able to it.’ 

Survivor Ruth Maxwell, who 
grabbed a hunting knife with her 
bare hands after it was put to her 
throat when she was attacked, also 
offered her support to the Blairs. 

She previously called for a 
graphic ad campaign to highlight 
the horror of knife crime in a sepa-
rate interview with the MoS.

Ms Maxwell said: ‘When I went 
for my first meeting with the 
Department of Justice, I went with 
my full agenda written down of 
what I wanted to discuss. 

‘When I got into that meeting I 
knew no one and was on my own. I 

was clear on what I wanted 
to discuss. 

‘I would follow up with an email 
afterwards of what we discussed 
and ask, “What are you going to do 
in that area?” 

‘These people should have a trau-
matic support team in place and 
shouldn’t have to go through 
anyone to meet with the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

‘We [victims] should have had an 
emergency trauma team in place 
for psychological and physical 
supports for the rest of our lives if 
we want it.’ 

Speaking to the MoS, Kathy Blair 
told how she is living a ‘half-life’ 
since her ‘kind’ and ‘full of life’ son 
was murdered. 

She said: ‘There needs to be 
harsher sentencing for possession 
of a knife. But also going into 
schools, educating teenagers, I do 
believe graphic images might bring 

it home. It could be their mother 
and father inside in the morgue, it 
could be their brother or sister 
lying on a slab.’

In the same interview, Noel Blair 
said courts are operating a ‘revolv-
ing door’ and rather than ‘stamping 
out’ criminal behaviour, people 
with an array of convictions are 
allowed walk free. 

He said: ‘The justice system 
seems to be a merry-go-round and 
by the time these people commit a 
serious crime they have a list of 
convictions behind them.

‘Rather than stamping it out ini-
tially, it rolls on and rolls on. And do 
you know what? It’s really a money-
making exercise for solicitors 
and barristers.’ 

Mr Blair echoed his wife’s call for 
mandatory sentencing and for the 
brutal consequences of knife crime 
to be taught in school.
debbie.mccann@mailonsunday.ie

‘Educating children in 
schools is important’

‘Making sure prisoners 
are rehabilitated is key’

Tragic Cameron’s parents to discuss ideas with Heather Humphreys

‘Needs to be harsher 
sentences for possession’

PROBE: Deirdre Jacob disappeared in 1998

By Debbie McCann
Crime Correspondent

GARDAÍ will use cadaver dogs 
in their search of woodland just 
a 10-minute drive away from 
where JoJo Dullard went 
missing in November 1995 as 
soon as they have the ground 
levelled off. 

The dogs are specially trained 
by a private individual based in 
Ireland, who provides the 
canines to gardaí and other 
organisations involved in land 
and water searches.

Expert sources said that ‘on 
average’ a body is buried within 
29 inches of where the victim 
was murdered, and the trained 
dogs will cover ‘a lot of ground’ 
in a day once the ground has 

been cleared. However, gardaí 
believe the search operation of a 
wooded area in Taggartstown, 
Co. Kildare, as part of their 
continuing probe into the 
disappearances of Deirdre 
Jacob, Annie McCarrick and 
JoJo Dullard could take months 
to complete. A source told the 
Irish Mail on Sunday: ‘There a 
good bit of work in getting it 
right. They’ll take a third of it – 
the area that is most likely to 
yield something and go through 
that first. You clean it off 

entirely of vegetation and then 
take four inches off the top.

‘So far nothing has been found.’ 
Another source pointed to the 

search of a bog for one of the 
IRA disappeared, which took 
three months to complete. 

‘The ground here is far more 
complex than that and it is going 
to take time to complete.’ 

Separately, gardaí who 
reclassified the disappearance of 
Deirdre Jacob in July 1998 as 
murder in 2018 believe a 
prisoner who claimed convicted 
rapist Larry Murphy boasted 
about abducting the 18-year-old 
is ‘credible’. 

The witness, who is serving a 

life sentence for murder in 
Arbour Hill prison, was re-
interviewed after the Jacob case 
was upgraded to murder to make 
sure his story hadn’t changed. 

The prisoner originally came 
forward in 2011 after Murphy 
had completed his sentence for 
kidnapping and raping a young 
Carlow woman in 2000. 

The prisoner has made several 
detailed statements about 
Murphy’s alleged confession, to 
the detective. 

Murphy, a carpenter and 
tradesman who was married 
with children when he raped the 
Carlow woman, is currently 
living in London.

Gardaí to use dogs in Dullard search
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Support for Blairs
in graphic knife 
crime campaign 

Group examines proposals from tragic stab victim’s parents

A FORUM set up to examine our 
response to knife crime discussed 
new proposals to tackle the growing 
problem put forward by the heart-
broken parents of Cameron Blair, 
the Irish Mail on Sunday has 
learned. 

Noel and Kathy Blair recently 
met Justice Minister Heather 
Humphreys following an emotional 
interview with this newspaper last 
month where they told of their 
grief at the unprovoked stabbing of 
their beloved 20-year-old son. 

Cameron died on January 16, 
2020, after being stabbed in the 
neck at a student house party in 
Cork city. 

Ms Humphreys told his parents 
she thought their calls for a graphic 

campaign in schools was a ‘brilliant 
idea that could prove effective’. 

Earlier this week Minister of 
State James Browne chaired the 
second meeting of the Knife Crime 
sub-group of the Anti-Social 
Behaviour Forum. 

When asked if the sub-group 
discussed the Blairs’ calls for a 
graphic nationwide campaign in 
our schools and to make the par-
ents of offenders more accounta-
ble, a spokesman for the minister 
said: ‘Officials from the depart-
ment are carefully considering the 
issues raised by the Blair family 
and they will continue to engage 
with them. 

‘All the suggestions that have 
been made in relation to legislative 
and other measures to tackle knife 
crime were discussed at the sub-

group meeting and will be consid-
ered in the report.’

The spokesman added that Minis-
ter Humphreys ‘welcomed the 
opportunity to meet with and listen 
to the parents of Cameron Blair, 
and expressed her deepest sympa-
thies on their devastating loss’. 

Meanwhile, Fine Gael TD Neale 

Richmond has given the Blairs his 
backing in highlighting to school-
children the dangers of carrying 
knives. And he said he made sub-
missions ‘along those lines last 
week’. 

Mr Richmond wants Ireland to 
follow the Scottish model, which 
includes engaging with schools 

‘right down to sixth class and 
working with youth clubs and 
sports clubs’. 

The Dublin Rathdown TD told the 
MoS: ‘It’s not just a criminal justice 
matter; it has to be public health 
matter, so I made the proposal that 
we really engage, intervene early 
and show the dangers of carrying a 
knife.  

‘And 25% of knife crime victims 
are under 17. I’ve been engaging 

with the minister’s team, which has 
been very well received and I’ve 
been able to get really good studies 
from Scotland. 

‘I have no problem with manda-
tory sentencing, but it’s too late at 
that stage and that is why you have 
to bring in the youth clubs, the 
sports clubs, the juvenile liaison 
officers, and bring in the parents at 
that stage so they know if they find 
a knife in their son or daughter’s 

bag or under a bed they know how 
to react and where to go.’ Mr Rich-
mond stressed it is ‘vitally impor-
tant that parents, guardians, 
grandparents – depending on the 
family model – are involved’. 

He added: ‘Gardaí should be going 
into every school, not just certain 
geographic areas, it has to be every 
school and the gardaí working with 
the community health team and the 
school inspection officers from the 
Department of Education. 

‘The children need to be told this 
is what happens when you get 
stabbed, give them a little shock, 
because anyone who has been 
slashed or had a knife turned on 
them knows. 

‘There are multiple injuries every 
year that leaves permanent scar-
ring and devastating injuries and 
then you have tragedies like Azzam 
(Raguragui) and Cameron. 

‘It’s vital we get to these kids 
before they get to the mid-teen 
age and getting in really early, just 
using that Wednesday night foot-
ball training to have this conversa-
tion. It has to be a constant 
engagement. It works in Scotland.’
debbie.mccann@mailonsunday.ie

By Debbie McCann
Crime Correspondent

‘25% of knife crime 
victims are under 17’

‘It is vital we get to these 
kids before mid-teens’

STABBED: Cameron Blair HEARTBROKEN: Kathy Blair

Beckham could lose 
£40m video game 
deal over Qatar 2022
DAVID BECKHAM’S  £40m 
sponsorship deal with EA Sports 
appears in jeopardy after the 
video-game firm refused to back 
him fronting the controversial 
2022 Qatar World Cup.

He has come under intense 
scrutiny over his lucrative 
agreement to be the face of the 
tournament, despite the state’s 
atrocious human rights record.

Beckham was also last year 
named as an ambassador for the 
California-based video game 
company, and when challenged 
over the Qatar concerns, EA 
Sports said: ‘Principles of equity 
and human rights are 
fundamental to Electronic Arts.’

But the company pointedly 
declined to say how it reconciled 
that position with Beckham’s 
lucrative deal to promote a 

nation where homosexuality is 
illegal and the freedom of women 
is heavily curtailed. 

They said: ‘We do not comment 
on the specifics of our brand 
ambassadors’ other 
partnerships.’

The lack of support heaps more 
pressure on Beckham after 
Amnesty International 
challenged him to  speak out 
about the ‘deeply concerning’ 
situation in Qatar.

Sources close to the 46-year-old 
say his team are growing 
increasingly anxious about the 
furore, not least because EA 
Sports is perceived as ‘very 
sensitive’ to criticism. More 
worryingly, negotiations for any 

renewal of his deal, which was 
initially for three years, would 
probably begin shortly after the 
World Cup.

Beckham, whose personal 
fortune with wife Victoria is 
estimated at £380m, prizes the EA 
Sport contract. 

He attracted widespread 
criticism after the Mail on 
Sunday revealed details of a 
series of meetings he attended in 
Qatar last month. 

In a statement that sources say 
left Beckham ‘mortified’, 
Amnesty said: ‘We would urge 
him to learn about the deeply 
concerning human rights 
situation in Qatar and be 
prepared to speak out about it.

‘Qatar’s human rights record is 
troubling – from the country’s 
longstanding mistreatment of 

migrant workers, to its curbs 
on free speech and the 
criminalisation of same-sex 
relations.’

The MoS first revealed 
Beckham’s negotiations to be the 
face of World Cup in Qatar in 
February. The deal, understood 
to have involved his best friend, 
David Gardner, the managing 

director of his company DV 
Ventures, is thought to be worth 
up to £10m.

Beckham’s Qatar deal is 
understood to have emerged 
from his friendship with Qatari 
businessman Nasser Al-Khelaifi, 
who is president of the French 
football club Paris Saint-Germain 
where Beckham played in 2013.

LUCRATIVE TRIP: David Beckham on his visit to Qatar earlier this year 

By Katie Hind
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Turn to Page 4 

GREEN Party TD Brian Leddin has 
been dragged into fresh controver-
sy over his WhatsApp group, which 
posted mysogynistic slurs against 
female rivals, after a screengrab 
detailing another instance of an anti-
female slur emerged.

The new details come as six Green Par-
ty colleagues – including Deputy Leader 
Catherine Martin – strongly condemn Mr 
Leddin’s inaction in the face of the original 
comments, and query the lack of sanction

By Michael O’Farrell
InvestIgatIons edItor

GREEN PARTY TD 
CAUGHT IN FRESH 
WHATSAPP ROW
Six senior Greens 
call for sanction of 
Deputy Leddin 
over his silence

‘I thought I knew
grief. But nothing
comes close to 
the agony of 
losing a child’ 
Parents of knife crime victim 
Cameron Blair speak out
ExclusivE intErviEw pages 6-8
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THE heartbroken parents of college 
student Cameron Blair have called on 
the Government to roll out a ‘graphic’ 
campaign in schools to show young 
people the reality of knife crime. 

In an exclusive interview with 
the Irish Mail on Sunday, 

Kathy and Noel Blair said 
harsher sentences and 
mandatory jail time for 
possession of a knife 
need to be introduced as 
a matter of urgency. 

They also feel parents 
of troubled teens need 
to ‘step up to the mark’ 
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A S A boy Cameron Blair amazed 
his mother by teaching himself 
to read when he was in 
playschool. As a young man he 
was sociable and had an 
innate kindness that made his 

parents proud. 
In an exclusive interview with the Irish 

Mail on Sunday this week, Cameron’s 
mother Kathy Blair tells of the ‘agony’ of 
losing her first born and one of the ‘loves’ 
of her life. 

‘I thought when my dad died I knew what 
grief was,’ she said. 

‘He died when Alan [Cameron’s younger 
brother] was a baby. I had never felt so 
sad, but you know what, it doesn’t come 
close to the agony of losing a child.’

Kathy also described how she and her 
husband Noel will forever be living a 
‘half-life’ following her 20-year-old son’s 
brutal and unprovoked murder on 
January 16, 2020, and will never be ‘truly 
happy’ again. 

‘It’s unbelievable, there is no pain like it 
that I know of it,’ she admits.

‘We can never be truly happy again. It’s 
like, as I say to my friends, it’s like living a 
half a life. You go out and you’re meeting 
people and you’re laughing and you know 
you are having fun sometimes, but you’re 

not really 100% in that moment. You’re 
always thinking about your son, always – it 
never leaves you.’

Cameron brought joy to his parent’s lives 
from the moment he was born. 

He lived a happy life with his adoring 
mother, father Noel and brother Alan in 
Ballinascarthy in West Cork and was 
described as a loveable ‘rogue’ who was 
full of character and ‘very clever’. 

Kathy says: ‘Cam was always a livewire, 

part of it,’ says Kathy. Outgoing and 
friendly, Cameron was ‘always in 
the thick of things’ as a child. His 
parents also describe him as a ‘hard 
worker’ and a ‘good boy’.

At the start of his Leaving Certifi-
cate year Cameron was unsure what 
he wanted to do. He initially thought 
of joining the army and then decided 
he wanted to become a personal 
trainer. At around Christmas time 
he said he’d be better suited to engi-
neering. Kathy and Noel were 
pleased because they felt he’d be 
well suited to the course. 

Their eldest son settled well into 
college life. He was enjoying his 
independence but also stayed 
close to his parents, working with 
his dad on Saturdays so he could 
pay half the rent of his student 
accommodation. 

‘He was a good worker and good 
for getting up in the morning,’ said 
Kathy. ‘The lads in college would 
say he would often ring them in the 
morning if they were out the night 
before to get them up.’ 

Kathy naturally worried about 
him making it to class on time or 

drinking too much with his friends, 
but the thought of him being 
attacked never crossed her mind. 

‘When he moved out to college I 
worried about him constantly, I 
would come up with an excuse to 
text him just to check in. I’d ask him 
things like, “Did you forget your 
boots?” or “Have you got all your 
books?” just to make contact. He 
had a great circle of friends and to 
this day they still call to us.’

In January 2020, Kathy’s world 
came crashing down when she got a 
phone call one quiet Thursday 
evening.  

‘Cameron was only in second year 
when it happened,’ she recalls. 

‘I was working as a beautician at 
the time and worked late Thursdays 
and Fridays. 

‘I came home and put my dinner in 
the microwave – Noel and Alan 

were probably out doing something 
with the animals as there was no 
one here when I came in. 

‘I was sitting eating my dinner 
when Noel and Alan came back. I 
think it was about 10pm or some-
thing and my mobile rang with a 
number I did not recognise. 

‘It was a detective on the phone 
and he just said, “Are you Kathy 
Blair?” I said “yes” and he said, 
“Your son Cameron was in an inci-
dent on the Bandon Road and he’s 
been stabbed in the neck”.’

In that moment Kathy froze. She 
handed the phone to Noel who was 
wondering what was wrong with 
his wife. 

‘I actually couldn’t talk,’ she said, 
‘I handed the phone to Noel and then 
all hullabaloo broke out. 

‘We called Alan downstairs and we 
quickly told him what had hap-

‘They brought 
us into a quiet 
room in A&E  
–  I knew then 
he was gone’

Harsh reality of knife crime  ‘needs to be shared in schools’

‘There is no pain like 
it that I know of’

very sociable and, I know every 
mother says their child is so clever, 
but he really was. 

‘I used to read to them [Cameron 
and Alan] every night when they 
were small and I remember one 
night when Cameron was only in 
playschool, I was reading a book 
about the planets and the next thing 
he started reading it. He just got 
stuck on Neptune and I thought: 
“Good God, he’s reading”. He was 
able to sound everything out.’ 

At the time Kathy was amazed, 
but figured every parent believes 
their child is special. It was 
only when Cameron went to school 
that she realised he was ‘way ahead 
of himself’ and was put forward to 
the gifted student programme in 
the colleges. 

‘He did an aptitude test and got on 
really well, but he maybe felt like a 
bit of a square and didn’t want to be 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
by Debbie McCann

Crime Correspondent

Heartbroken mother of college student Cameron Blair recalls     the night she received the news that her son had been stabbed 

TAKEN:
Cameron 
Blair was 
20 when 
he was 
killed

before their children commit crimes. 
Mrs Blair said she is living a ‘half-

life’ since Cameron was murdered in 
January last year and that she will 
never make sense of his killing.

Mrs Blair said: ‘There needs to be 
harsher sentencing for possession of 
a knife. But also going into schools, 
educating teenagers, I do believe 
graphic images might bring it home. 
It could be their mother and father 
inside in the morgue, it could be their 

brother or sister lying on a slab.
‘I think you need to see... even a 

picture of someone’s grave with the 
headstone saying their name and 
died aged 17 years or whatever.

‘When Cam was stabbed in the neck 
they fled the scene. As he was dying 
they were running. So cowardly, you 
could have no respect for people like 
that, they’re not good for society. 

‘If teenagers could just imagine if 
that was their brother lying cold in 
the morgue. I think we need to try 
get them to think from that position, 
how would they like their mother 
going in that night to find them 

lying there on a trolley dead.’ 
Mrs Blair said parents need ‘to 

know where their kids are and who 
they are with’. ‘There were warning 
signs with the three that were 
involved in Cameron’s case, they had 
been involved with the Juvenile 
Liaison Service. There were warning 
signs there and as a parent you just 
need to step in and say, right, we 
need to address this. Parents have a 
lot to be held responsible for.’

Noel Blair criticised courts of 
operating a ‘revolving door’ and, 
rather than ‘stamping out’ criminal 
behaviour, people with an array of 

By Debbie McCann
Crime Correspondent
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convictions are allowed walk free. 
He told the MoS: ‘The justice 

system seems to be a merry-go-
round and by the time these people 
commit a serious crime they have 
a list of convictions behind them. 

‘Rather than stamping it out 
initially it rolls on and rolls on and 
do you know what, it’s really a 
money-making exercise for 
solicitors and barristers. A boy 
with five, 10, 20 offences, they are 
not charged, the gardaí give a 
ticking off [under the Garda Youth 
Diversion Programme] and the 
next thing you know a serious 

crime is committed and the book is 
opened up and you wonder why it 
was not stamped out earlier.’ 

Mr Blair echoed his wife’s call 
for mandatory sentencing and for 
the brutal consequences of knife 
crime to be taught in school. He 
said young people need to be told if 
they are caught with a weapon, 
they will be instantly jailed. 

‘If they are ever caught with a 
weapon in public, there is nothing 
else but one place to go whether 
that is a juvenile or adult jail for a 
minimum amount of time. That is 
my take,’ he said. 

The grieving father said money 
spent on defending young people 
who repeatedly end up before 
our courts should be used to 
provide facilities for ‘good 
youngsters and children’. 

He said: ‘If you put these people 
away, the money is gone for the 
solicitors and barristers. This legal 
aid business is a golden egg. It’s 
sad to see the money spent and the 
amount of really good youngsters 
and children that are deprived of 
money and do no harm to nobody.’ 

In response to queries from the 
MoS, the Department of Justice 

said the Government’s Justice Plan 
2021 contains ‘a commitment to 
review Garda powers in relation to 
dangerous weapons, including 
knives, to ensure they have the 
necessary legal tools to protect our 
communities’. 

A department spokesperson 
said: ‘The department is also 
analysing existing data, as well as 
developing new sources of data, 
and looking at international best 
practice to inform policy in this 
area.’ 

Fine Gael TD Neale Richmond, 
who has called for new 

community-led initiatives to tackle 
knife crime, praised the Blair 
family for the courage they have 
shown. He told the MoS: ‘The Blair 
family are so brave speaking out 
after such devastation in their own 
lives. It’s quite clear Cameron, like 
so many others, didn’t need to die 
at the hand of a knife and there 
shouldn’t have been a knife there 
in the first place. 

‘That’s why it is so important we 
have early education, early 
intervention, a knife amnesty and 
we treat knife crime as a public 
health issue.’ 

Harsh reality of knife crime  ‘needs to be shared in schools’
pened. I remember thinking we 
have to go to Cork University Hos-
pital (CUH).’ 

Kathy, Noel and Alan jumped in 

their car and headed for Cork city. 
‘I said to Noel, “Do you think it’s 

serious?” and he replied, “I would 
imagine so”. It’s all quite a blur. My 

phone was ringing and I gave my 
phone to Alan in the back and then 
Noel said we had better take up the 
offer of a police escort. Turn to Page 8 

Heartbroken mother of college student Cameron Blair recalls     the night she received the news that her son had been stabbed 

‘Alan rang back the number 
that had rang us and they said 
they’d meet us in Bandon at the 
roundabout. 

‘But we had left it too late to ring 
them and we got there ahead of 
them so Noel just kept driving.’ 

When Kathy arrived at CUH she 
noticed a lot of cars with N-plates 
that appeared abandoned at 

the entrance to the emergency 
department.  

‘I don’t remember walking through 
A&E, but I believe all Cameron’s 
friends were in the waiting room 
and we were ushered through. 
There were curtains everywhere 
and trolleys and I was saying, 
“Where is he? Where is he?”’ 

The family were taken out of the 
busy emergency department to a 
quieter area, and Kathy immedi-
ately thought, ‘Oh good God’. 

‘They brought us into this room 
and I just knew then he’s gone. I 
just couldn’t believe it, but I think 
we all knew at that stage,’ she 
recalls. ‘Then two doctors came in 

and they knelt down beside us. 
They started to talk and Noel 
said,“Stop”. 

‘He couldn’t even listen to them 
and, oh my God, I remember some 
details vividly, but there’s an awful 
lot I don’t remember at all. I remem-
ber seeing poor Alan’s face, oh my 
God it was just horrendous. 

‘They asked if we wanted to see 
him and they brought us out of that 
room into a curtained area and I 
just couldn’t believe it. 

‘I remember looking and thinking, 
“my gorgeous boy”. There was no 
wailing that you might see in the 
movies, it was just so, so sad. I 
could hardly talk. I don’t know what 
way I was.

‘I was overcome with a numbness 
of seeing my gorgeous boy and 
he just looked so beautiful. It was 
horrendous.’ 

Cameron was brought into the 
family room to his parents and 
brother.   

‘After I suppose about 45 minutes 
they told us they had to take him 
away and I thought, “oh God”, I 
didn’t want him to be on his own. 

‘It was horrendous, it really was. 
But now I know the pain actually 
gets worse. At that point you’re 
in shock.’ 

From that moment life changed 
for the Blair family in the worst 
way imaginable. They were plunged 
into a world of grief while trying to 
understand the senseless killing of 
their kind boy.   

‘The gardaí were amazing, the 
whole lot of them looking back were 
so kind, they were compassionate. 

‘I really could not fault the 
gardaí.’

But Kathy adds: ‘The court proc-
ess was horrendous.’ 

The 17-year-old charged with 
Cameron’s murder pleaded 
guilty very quickly and was sen-
tenced to life in prison just three 
months later. 

A second teenager, Scott O’Connor, 
of Churchfield Square, Churchfield, 
Cork, pleaded guilty to violent dis-
order and producing a knife. He 
was jailed for two years in July. 

The third and youngest boy, who 
was just 14 at the time, pleaded not 
guilty to producing a knife in a 
manner likely to ‘intimidate’ and a 
three-week trial began in May 2021. 
The DPP later issued a nolle prose-
qui in relation to this charge. 

The trial caused Kathy terrible 
pain as she was forced to listen to 
the horrific details of how her son 
died after choosing to only know 
the ‘bare facts’. 

She told the MoS: ‘The last fella… 
I just think his actions were 

‘I didn’t want Cameron 
to be on his own’

TRAGIC:
Cameron Blair, 

20, was 
murdered in 

January, 2020; 
his heartbroken 

parents Kathy 
and Noel, right
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 despicable. I would be ashamed if
he was my son. He decided to play
the baby card, that he was only 14
and was played by the other boys.

‘Nonsense. I don’t buy that at all.
As a mother you know that a
child half that age knows right
from wrong.

‘He hadn’t the decency to own up
to what he did and he dragged us
through the courts, up to Dublin
every day which was so hard listen-
ing to every detail of the chain of
events, which ultimately led to the
same outcome and we had to listen
to it over and over again.

‘I only knew the bare facts
because I chose to know the bare
facts. I didn’t want to know all the
detail, but I was forced to hear
every detail.

‘And people can say, “Oh you
didn’t have to go in” but of course I
was going to go in and be there
for Cameron.

‘I wouldn’t leave a court room, I
wanted to be there for him. It
was not my choice to hear all of
those details and they will haunt
me forever.

‘I mean there was no need for
that, there were details I never

wanted to hear because I chose not
to hear them and they were the
most upsetting graphic details – I
will never forgive him for that. I
really won’t.

‘It was horrible to look at him [the
youngest accused] in court I must
say. He sat there with his mask
hanging over his nose half the time
and his legs stretched out as if he
was going to die of boredom.’

In July the third boy, now aged 16,
was jailed for two years after
pleading guilty to violent disorder.

In the court room, Cameron’s
heartbroken mother didn’t look at
the knife used to kill her son,
but she reveals she can still
 visualise it.

‘The judge asked me if I wanted
to leave when the two knives were
being produced and I said “no” but
put my head down. I didn’t look at
the knife, but yet I have an image
in my head.’

Kathy tells the MoS she can no
longer pick up a kitchen knife with-
out thinking of her son’s murder.

‘I know this might sound bananas,
but every time – and I mean every
time – I pick up a kitchen knife I’m
just reminded of that awful night,’
she says.

‘It’s like a form of torture, because
you know yourself, you’re picking
up a kitchen knife a few times a
day, you’re cutting bread or cheese
or emptying the dishwasher or
whatever, and each time I pick

up a knife I am just thinking about
that night. There is just no escape
from it.’

Kathy also speaks of how the vic-
tim impact statements she wrote
for each sentencing ‘only touched’
on her despair and were a diluted
version of her true feelings.

‘From a legal point of view there
is so much you are not allowed to
say because God forbid you cause
upset that hurts the criminal’s feel-
ings,’ she says.

‘And then from a personal point
of view you are also restricted
because it’s a public document, you
can’t bare your soul and tell it like
it really is.

‘When you close your door at
night and you’re left alone these
are private, family matters and are
not to be shared, so when you’re
writing something it’s really like a
diluted version of what you really
want to say. It’s pathetic, really.

‘Victim impact [statements], as

sad as they all are, they’re only
touching on the proper feelings
of people.’

Kathy admits she now lives life in
honour of her son and wants to
keep his memory alive as best
she can.

‘You have to keep going and I

know Cameron would do the same
thing, he always kept on going no
matter what setback there was.
There was no point in looking back
– that was his attitude.  

‘In his honour, we will keep living
life as best we can. That is all
we can do, but it definitely is like
a half-life.

‘You’d do anything for your chil-
dren, they are the loves of your

lives. After the court stuff finished
part of me felt, “Is that it? Are peo-
ple going to stop talking about
Cameron now?” That actually made
me feel sad.

‘I loved it when people were
remembering him and talking
about him. Because I want to just
keep his memory alive as every
victim’s family wants to keep their
loved ones alive.

‘And I thought, is that it now? Are
we expected to move on and forget
it? So it was bittersweet.’

Kathy reveals she didn’t know the
extent of Cameron’s kindness
towards people outside of the fam-
ily until after his death.

On the night of his murder he
extended a hand of friendship to
the teen who later plunged a knife
he had earlier grabbed from the
kitchen of the house into his neck.

Cameron had acted as a peace-
maker when his attacker and Scott
O’Connor and the youngest boy

became aggressive outside the
house. The student was described
by Judge David Keane as ‘open-
hearted, courteous and concilia-
tory’ and his murder resulted
in the ‘irreplaceable loss of a fine
young man’.  

Kathy says: ‘I didn’t know the half
of how kind Cameron was with peo-
ple or how good he was with people.
But I heard loads of stories
 afterwards that I knew nothing
about, different ways he had
helped people. I didn’t know about
the girls in school he helped who
were being bullied.

‘He’s still helping me now. I’m so
proud of the boy he was.

‘You couldn’t recover really from
losing a child, but when it’s such an
unprovoked and violent crime, it
chills you and I’ll never make sense
of it.

‘He did nothing wrong. He didn’t
ask for this. He did nothing wrong.’
debbie.mccann@mailonsunday.ie

 From Page 7

‘I’m so proud of 
the boy he was’

‘I now live life in honour 
of my son. I want to keep 
Cameron’s memory alive’ 

‘When I pick up a knife 
I think of that night’

DEVOTED: Kathy Blair with her son Cameron who was stabbed to death

By Debbie McCann

‘Despicable phone threats were so upsetting’
CAMERON BLAIR’S mother has 
revealed how she lived in fear 
after a man rang her husband 
and threatened to burn her 
family. 

Noel Barry pleaded guilty to 
two counts of making threats to 
Noel Blair, to cause serious harm 
to Kathy Blair and their son Alan 
Blair, and a third count of sending 
a menacing message by phone.

Earlier this year, Detective 
Inspector Danny Coholan told a 
court how Barry had searched 
online to find a mobile number 
for Mr Blair and just before 
11pm on September 4, 2020, he 
phoned Mr Blair and made 
threats in the course of a 
44-second call.

Kathy Blair spoke about the 
incident this week, describing the 
threats as ‘despicable’. 

Mrs Blair told the Irish Mail on 
Sunday: ‘We just could not 
believe it. It was just a normal 
Friday night and my sister was 
here with her husband and 
their son. 

‘It was so upsetting, that night I
remember going upstairs when 
everyone was gone, when the 
detectives were gone and staring 
out into the darkness and 
thinking, “God, are you out 
there?” because at that stage I
didn’t know where he was. I was 
actually never more afraid than I
was that night.’ 

Mrs Blair said she doesn’t know 
what possessed Barry to make 
the threats. 

‘He’s just a bad man. To 
threaten to burn you, threaten to 
burn Alan it beggars belief. I

mean I am fine about it now I
suppose, but I wasn’t then, the 
evilness of it all.’

Mrs Blair outlined to Cork 
Circuit Criminal Court in May the 
effect the phone call Barry, 46, 
had on her and her husband Noel 
and their son, Alan just months 
after a teenager was jailed for 

the murder of their eldest son, 
Cameron, 20.

‘On Friday, September 4, 2020, 
my husband received a call on his 
mobile from Noel Barry... on that 
awful night we had to listen to 
appalling threats made against 
our family. The content of the call 
was deeply upsetting,’ she said.

‘We were all in a state of shock. 
I have never felt afraid in my 
own home but that night I was 
terrified. Even now I can’t be 
alone in the house at night. What 
Noel Barry subjected us to was 
cruelty beyond belief.’

Mrs Blair said in her victim 
impact statement how Barry had 
told them that they would need a 
fire extinguisher as he was ‘going 
to destroy our son, Alan’.

‘Alan heard this threat as the 
three of us were standing 
listening to the call in the kitchen, 
I thought I was going to collapse 
and felt physically sick, thinking 
I could lose my remaining son.

‘As a mother, I felt like a failure 
for not being able to protect my 
child against such horror. I often 
lie awake at night and vividly 
remember that call. It is 
impossible to unhear what Noel 
Barry said. How could you?’

When questioned by gardaí, 
Barry, from Cherry Tree Road, 
Togher, denied making any 
threats but admitted the phone 
number was his and suggested 
somebody else could have used 
the phone.

A member of the Barry family 
handed over his phone the next 
day and gardaí established that it 
had been wiped clean of all 
records of phone calls.

Two weeks later Barry attended 
Togher station and acknowledged 
making calls and said he had 
drink taken. 

Judge Seán Ó Donnabháin said 
Barry’s actions were ‘almost 
incomprehensible’. He sentenced 
him to three years in jail but 
suspended the final year and he 
ordered him to have no contact 
with the Blairs for five years.




