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Cabinet
backs
bill to
ban sex
for rent

really, really big.”
Her case was highlighted

in the Dáil yesterday by
Social Democrats housing
spokesman Cian O’Callag-
han, who asked Tánaiste Leo
Varadkar if the Government
will back the passage of his
bill through the Oireachtas.

The Tánaiste confirmed
that Justice Minister Helen
McEntee will support the bill
on behalf of the Government.

At its weekly meeting
yesterday, acting on foot of a
recommendation from Ms
McEntee, the Cabinet had
agreed not to oppose the Ban
on Sex for Rent Bill.

Ms McEntee and Housing
Minister Darragh O’Brien
have been liaising with the
office of the attorney general
while officials from both
their departments are con-
sidering that advice to see
what action can be taken to
address the issue.

Cabinet heard there is no
difficulty with the “broad
aims” of the bill, but min-
isters were told “further
work is required” to ensure
it does not conflict with exist-
ing legislation and practices
on domestic violence.

MsMcEntee said the bill is
sufficiently robust to allow
the Government support it at
second stage in the Dáil.

This will allow the bill
progress to committee stage,
where detailed amendments
can be made.

In the Dáil yesterday, the
Tánaiste said sex for rent
may already be illegal “given
the fact that the purchase of
sex is illegal in Ireland and
also our very clear laws
around consent”.

He added: “But perhaps if
this [legislation] provides
additional clarity, well then,
there is something to be
gained from it and we will be
supporting it.”

Last week, the Irish Exam
iner revealed that an adver-
tisement was placed online
offering free accommodation
in a house in Clare targeted
at “slim Ukrainian” women.

Mr O’Callaghan yesterday
said such propositions are
“absolutely despicable and
utterly unacceptable”.

Foreign-national women
have told the Irish Examiner
in recent weeks about being
offered reduced or no rent in
return for sex or bed-sharing
with landlords in different
parts of the country.

One of the proper t ies
unearthed by this newspaper
in December was a house in
Newcastlewest, Co Limerick,
which would be shared with
the landlord. He advertised a
room in his house for a single
lady “with a twist”. The ad
stated: “Can do reduced rent
for occasional fun.”

When contacted by a pros-
pective tenant, the landlord
made it clear that sexual ac-
tivity was required on a
weekly basis in return for
rent of €200 for the first
month, and €250 per month
thereafter.

January while responding to
advertisements. She pre-
viously said looking for
rental accommodation in the
capital is “like falling into a
dangerous hell”.

“I am sorry I did not report
it,” she said. “I think that
people need to report what
happens to them because if
they don’t, this behaviour
can happen again.

“I am really really happy
[that she shared her experi-
ences with the Irish Examin
er in recent weeks]. I did not
expect this legislation. It is

■Woman preyed on by landlord
‘happy’ she shared her story
AnnMurphy and
Daniel McConnell
The Government will today
back legislation proposing
seven years in prison and
fines of up to €50,000 for land-
lords demanding sex for
rent.

It follows an investigation
by the Irish Examiner which
uncovered numerous cases
of landlords across the
country seeking sex from
prospective tenants in ex-
change for accommodation.

As well as banning sex-for-
rent demands, the legislation
being brought before theDáil
today by the Social Demo-
crats would also criminalise
the advertisement of accom-
modation in return for sex by
a prospective landlord, and
the hosting of such ads.

Last night , an Ital ian
woman who was proposi-
tioned with three sex-for-
rent offers while looking for
somewhere to live in Dublin
urged anyone targeted with
such offers to contact gardaí.

Chantal, who does not
wish to give her full name,
said she regrets not having
gone to gardaí when she was
preyed upon by landlords in

How the Irish Examiner’s Ann
Murphy broke the story.

‘I won’t feel like I abandoned her anymore’

father’s and exhumed from
their shared coffin.

Although the date of the
exhumation will not be
shared publicly, Rebecca
said it will be in the coming
months.

She will then arrange the
transport of her daughter’s
remains back to the US.

She said that although ap-
plying for the exhumation
licence has not been easy,
some officials, such as
senator Tim Lombard, have
been “extremely helpful”.

“It’s done now, I have that
piece of paper,” she said.
“I’ll follow the conditions
attached to it, and I’ll bring
her home.”

wonderful support network
in West Cork who are going
to be therewith her.

“Once I can separate her
fromwhere she is and bring
her home, that is going to be
a day of rejoicing,” she said.

“It’s going to be a very
happy day. It will be bitters-
weet, but I won’t feel like I
abandoned her anymore.
That’s been one of the har-
dest things that I’ve had to
dealwith— that feeling that
I abandoned Clarissa.”

Forensic anthropologist
René Gapert has already
sent Cork County Council a
report detailing how Claris-
sa’s remains will be separ-
ated from those of her

think that this day is finally
here,”Rebecca told the Irish
Examiner.

“Thank you to the people
thathavehelped.Thankyou
to the whole country of Ire-
land which opened up tome
and let me know that I
wasn’t alone. That really
meant a lot.

“I just want to keep the
momentum going and bring
her home as soon as I can. I
know that there are going to
be a lot of hard emotions,
buried down deep, that I’ll
have to deal with. I think a
lot of emotions will come up
whenIsee themworkonher
graveside.”

Rebecca says she has a

March 5, 2013, when he
walked into the water with
her at Audley Cove, a beach
near their house where Cla-
rissa had loved to play.

He left a suicide note say-
ing he “was taking Clarissa
to heaven” as Rebecca, then
26, had asked for a divorce
from her much older hus-
band.

After almost one year of
campaigning, which began
with an article in the Irish
Examiner, she has been
granted permission to ex-
hume her child’s remains.
She intends to return to Ire-
land from Texas for the ex-
humation.

“It’s really amazing to

Liz Dunphy

A woman has won her
battle to have her daught-
er’s body exhumed from the
West Cork grave where she
is buried with her father
who killed her.

Rebecca Saunders said
that exhuming her three-
year-old daughter Clarissa
McCarthy’s remains from
the coffin inwhich she is bu-
ried withMartinMcCarthy,
and taking her back to the
US where she lives, “will
stop her from feeling like
she abandoned Clarissa”.

Martin McCarthy, Rebec-
ca’s late husband, took their
only daughter’s life on

Rebecca Saunders, whose husband Martin drowned their little girl, Clarissa, and himself. Picture: Troy McLaughlin

Four-star Beara Coast Hotel is on the market for €1.5m with Colliers
International

Catherine Shanahan
Deputy Property Editor

The hotel industry on West
Cork’s Beara Peninsula is
set for a major shake-up as
the four-star Beara Coast
hits the market today for
€1.5m, and a deal is almost
sealed on the €2.5m sale of
Dunboy Castle.

Akey figure in the history
ofbothhotels isDónalKelly,
managing director of Cast-
letownbere-based Fast Fish
Ltd and owner of the Beara
Coast. He is one of four local
businessmen who linked up
in 2000 to buy the Dunboy
Castle Estate for €1m.

“We paid €1m for a ruin
and 40 acres,” he said.

Within two years, legend-
ary hotelier Horst Schulze,
founder of the Ritz-Carlton
grouphadcomeonboard, as
well asDublin-based finance
group Cap Partners.

The “ruin” was superbly
restored and 72 modern
suites added to the rear.
However, the wheels came
off the €47m project when
the banks collapsed in 2008.

With news emerging that
developer Paddy McKillen

Jr and Matt Ryan of the
Press Up hospitality group
are on the cusp of purchas-
ingDunboyCastle,MrKelly
said he is “thrilled that the
daydream is finally about to
become a reality”.

“There are no two ways
about it, it will transform
the Beara Peninsula,” he
said.

Colliers International are
agents in both hotel sales.
Agent Marcus Magnier said
while the deal on Dunboy
Castle is “not actually con-
cluded, Iexpect it tobe inthe

immediate future”.
“It’s a great vote of confi-

dence in Castletownbere,”
he said. “And realistically,
havingafive-stararoundthe
cornerwon’t do anyharm to
the Beara Coast.”

Of the 16-bedroom Beara
Coast Hotel, Mr Magnier
said it is “in a superb har-
bourside location”, fully
equippedandready to trade.

MrMagnier said whoever
buys will be getting a bar-
gain: “You couldn’t build
half of it now for the money
we are talking about.”

Hotels a shot in the arm for
Beara luxury tourism sector

23,702 new
Covidcases
as numbers
in ICU soar
Ellen O’Regan

Ireland lifted pandemic re-
strictions too brutally and is
now facing the consequences
of the more transmissible
BA2Covid variant, theWorld
Health Organization has
said.

A further 23,702 cases of
were confirmed yesterday
and there was also a spike in
the number of patients with
the virus in intensive care
from 49 to 61 in 24 hours.
There are now 1,338 people in
hospital with Covid-19.

While WHO Europe direc-
tor Hans Kluge said Covid-19
cases are on the rise in Eu-
rope, he singled out “those
countries [that] are lifting
the restrictions brutally
from toomuch to too few” in-
cluding Ireland, the UK,
Greece, Cyprus, France,
Italy, and Germany.

Epidemiologis ts have
blamed the rise on the new
Omicron sub-variant BA.2,
which is about 30% more
contagious, though not more
dangerous. The spike is put-
ting pressure on already
overcrowded hospitals.

The Irish Nurses and Mid-
wives Organisation recorded
660 people without a bed yes-
terday, the highest since the
start of the pandemic.

In spite of the continuing
surge in cases, Tánaiste Leo
Varadkar said the Govern-
ment “don’t have plans to
reimpose restrictions”.

He acknowledged some
hospitals were under press-
ure and being forced to cur-
tail elective procedures, but
said rising hospital figures
were expected with the eas-
ing of restrictions.

“It was always expected
that when restrictions were
eased, that there would be an
increase in infections,” he
said. “That will fall off over
the next couple of weeks.
What is somewhat reassur-
ing is about half of the people
in hospital with Covid and
in ICU with Covid would be
there anyway, they are ac-
tually in because of other
conditions.”

News: 4

More ‘significant’ fuel rises on the way
Daniel McConnell
Political Editor

The Cabinet has been given a
stark warning of further
“significant” fuel price rises
in the coming weeks and
next winter.

A confidential memoran-
dum for ministers on the
Ukraine war, seen by the
Irish Examiner says the
increase in prices by Bord

significant increase in prices
last week and this is very
likely to be reflected by other
suppliers in the market,” the
memorandum warned over
average price rises of 27% on
electricity bills and 39% on
gas bills by Bord Gáis.

“The current market
expectations are that elev-
ated wholesale gas prices
will continue into 2023.”

News: 7

Gáis last week is likely to be
replicated by other suppliers
in the coming days and
weeks. However, the starkest
warning in the memo is that
inflation in prices is set to
last well into 2023, meaning
fur ther pain for home-
owners, motorists and busi-
nesses this autumn and
winter.

“One major energy sup-
pl ier announced a very
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refugee response
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propriate behaviour in a per-
son’s home is very serious.”

He said if someone “feels
threatened by a landlord or
their authorised agent,
either verbally or via
emails/text messages and it
is interfering with the peace-
ful enjoyment of their tenan-
cy, a tenant can apply for dis-
pute resolutionwith theRTB
citing breach of landlord ob-
ligations”.

Darragh O’Brien, the
housing minister, has con-
demned the advertising of
sex in return for free or low-
rent accommodation, and
urged people to contact gar-
daí about such advertise-
ments.

A spokesman for his de-
partment said the Govern-
ment had taken steps in the
past 18 months to increase
protections for renters and
pointed to the recently
launched Threshold cam-
paign, which is supported by
the Department of Housing,
called Own Your Rights.

The campaign aims to pro-
vide tenants with immediate
and urgent assistance with
issues affecting them.

NewcastleWest, Co Limerick,where a property in the areawas advertised at reduced rent in return for ‘occasional fun’ in a house-share arrangementwith the landlord; below,
reproductions of some of the ads that have appeared in recent times. Picture: Brian Arthur

ing a question on the RTB’s
annual survey was examin-
ed, and a meeting was held
between the RTB and rape
crisis representatives.

“The consensus from the
meeting was that there is a
research gap on the issue of
sex for rent and that it is im-
portant to gain a better in-
sight into the occurrence of
the issue. However, adding a
question(s) to the current
RTB annual tenant survey
was not deemed to be the
most appropriate method in
which to research the issue,
given the impact it could
have on participants and in-
terviewers and due to the in-
fluence the face-to-face sur-
vey methodmay have on the
response rate and data
quality because of the sensi-
tive nature of the topic.”

According to the RTB, it
doesnothavea role to play in
relation to ads seeking sex-
for-rent arrangements as it
only has jurisdiction once a
tenancy begins.

However, a spokesman
said: “The RTB believe that
any form of sexual harass-
ment, intimidation or inap-

ing system on apps or web-
sites to prevent these ads ap-
pearing and, at the very
least, they should be immedi-
ately removed when re-
ported,” Ms Cairns said.

“I would appeal to tenants
who have been sexually har-
assed or abused by their
landlord to come forward
and report these despicable
people to the gardaí.”

The issue was raised in
2019 by then-Socialist Party
TD Ruth Coppinger, who
said sex for rent was becom-
ing a reality for many ten-
ants.

She told the Dáil of mess-
ages she had been shown by
a female tenant, who was
propositioned by her land-
lord when she told him she
was leaving because the rent
was too expensive.

Following that, the Dublin
Rape Crisis Centre and the
Residential Tenancies Board
(RTB) discussed the possibil-
ity of conducting research to
establish how prevalent the
practicewas in Ireland. How-
ever, that research has not
taken place.

The possibility of includ-

ment is similar in nature.
“What we see all the time

is people telling us how sex
has turned into something
transactional,” she said.

In September, Labour TD
Ivana Bacik introduced the
Residential Tenancies (Ten-
ants’ Rights) Bill 2021 in the
Dáil. Among the provisions
in the bill is the proposed
strengthening of protections
against eviction for those
who are renting.

Ms Bacik said she was
really concerned about the
existence of advertisements
offering low-cost or free ac-
commodation in return for
sex, saying they indicated
just how difficult it was for
renters to find affordable ac-
commodation.

“It is yet another reason
why we need to move ur-
gently to pass stronger laws
protecting renters and why
we need a three-year rent
freeze,” Ms Bacik said.

Social Democrats TD
Holly Cairns said the in-
creased presence of such ad-
vertisements was deeply
concerning.

“There should be a filter-

much that the tenant is en-
tering into the arrangement,
but they have no power.”

She said many people
enter into arrangements of
“survival sex”, either for
money or, in some cases, for
accommodation.

“The tenant has no secur-
ity of tenure, no tenancy
agreement. They always
have to be pleasing to the
person giving them shelter.
It is a massive power imbal-
ance between the two.

“Thepossibility of abuse is
constant. The tenantmust be
available all the time. It is
preying on people who have
a need for accommodation.”

Rape Crisis Network of
Ireland (RCNI) executive di-
rector Clíona Saidléar said:
“If sex is exchanged because
youmaybemadehomeless if
you don’t, that is not consent
freely given.”

She said the RCNI had
seen a growth in the amount
of “transactional pressure”
being put on young girls by
young boys and older men
looking for sex in return for
something else.

A sex-for-rent arrange-

FAR from the high-
rent pressure zones
of Dublin lies
Newcastle West, a

thriving town that is a 40-
minute drive from Limerick
City.

A quick trawl online
showsvery little available on
the rentalmarket in the area
— one three-bedroom prop-
erty on the outskirts adver-
tised with a monthly rent of
€1,150.

However, a short distance
away, a larger property is
advertised on a different
website at reduced rent in re-
turn for “occasional fun” ina
house-share arrangement
with the landlord. So what is
the catch?

The advertisement is just
one of a number placed by
sleazy landlords on less
popular websites, offering
reduced or free rent in re-
turn for sex.

Whileoneof theproperties
is in Newcastle West, the
others are in different parts
of Dublin.

One of them offers a
“friends with benefits” ar-
rangement in return for free
accommodation.

Other advertisements that
have expired in recentweeks
were also offering rental ar-
rangements in Dublin in re-
turn for sexual favours.

Concern has been raised
about the existence of such
arrangements by Dublin
Rape Crisis Centre chief
executive Noeline Blackwell.

She said that tenants tak-
ing up such accommodation
are not entering into a situ-
ation of equal power.

“It is a reality that some-
one is effectively selling sex
for the amount of what the
rent is,” she said.

While tenants who ended
up in such arrangements
would rationalise it to them-
selves when they entered
into the arrangement, the
reality was that it equated to
non-consensual sex because
the tenant had no power in
such a situation, Ms Black-
well said.

“In such a case, the land-
lord sets the rule, sets the
agenda, and is essentially
purchasing sexual services,”
she explained.

“It is consensual in so

Online ads from
landlords that
are offering
low-cost or free
accommodation
in return for sex
is not a scenario
of equal power,
leaving tenants

open to
abuse,
writes
Ann
Murphy

‘People are telling us sex has turned
into something transactional’

Hi, I have beautiful single room
which I can give for a girl free to
stay. If interested send message
let’s discuss in detail. House
located in Santry Dublin, so
close to city, free car park and
bus stop at home.. Let’s chat
soon. Note please only for sweet
cute and charming girl only...
Hahahaha. Ping me soon, NSA

Beautiful room FREE for
sweet girl in City

Posted
less than a month ago

Hi I’m looking to rent a room in
co limrrick to single lady with
twist ! Can do reduced rent
for occasional fun I’m 45 slim
thin build the house is near all
amenities and is 25 mins from
limrrick 40 mins to tralee I’m 5
11 slim blonde trustworthy no
b/s guy pls get in touch thanks

Room for rent for
single lady

Posted
less than a month ago

Hey currently have a room to
rent in North county Dublin,
not looking to rent for cash
but instead a fwb situation.
Strictly applies to females,
no males will be considered.
Thanky you for reading my ad
and looking forward to hearing
from you

Room to rent in
exchange for fwb

Posted
less than a month ago
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Reports of impending lockdown ‘speculative’
last six days, according to
HSE chief executive Paul
Reid, with 1.5m boosters and
third doses distributed in
total.

Publ ic Expenditure
Minister Michael McGrath
will announce changes to the
supports for businesses
affected by Covid today. He
and the Cabinet will meet to-
morrow and if a further
meeting is required over
Christmas that will be ar-
ranged.MrMcGrath said the
Government has committed
to the enhanced rates of the
Employment Wage Subsidy
Scheme and is looking at
changes to the Covid Restric-
tions Support Scheme.

News: 4
Editorial: 10

“Existing protection that
people have from either
natural infection or from
primary vaccination regimes
provides much more limited
protection, if no protection at
all. Hence the importance
for people to embrace the
booster vaccination.

“There is very good evi-
dence that the booster vacci-
nations do restore protection
from symptomatic infection
and can slow down the pace
of the spread of this variant
and give us a chance to
respond.”

There were long queues at
vaccination centres as those
aged 40 and over became
illegible for the booster.

Around 290,000 vaccines
have been carried out in the

Over 12,000 cases of Covid-
19 were conf irmed over
the weekend as the highly
transmiss ible Omicron
strain took hold.

Dr Holohan said it has
taken less than twoweeks for
Omicron to become the
dominant strain of Covid-19
in Ireland. “We have slowed
transmission of this disease
in the past using our basic
measures and responding
immediately if symptomatic.
It is extremely important
we do everything we can to
flatten the curve of this wave
now to prevent unnecessary
deaths, risk to the vulner-
able, and to protect our
health service,” he said.

HSE chief clinical officer
ColmHenry said of Omicron:

Covid situation will be moni-
tored closely, the reports are
“entirely speculative”.

A spokesperson for Mr
Martin said: “There are
no plans for a December 30
meeting, no nuclear buttons.
The leaders and heal th
minister met public health
on Tuesday and they
discussed the areas where
restrictions might apply.

“On Friday, members of
Nphet briefed members
of Cabinet and there was no
reference to lockdown plans,
and they said they’d meet
again on January 6. As the
Taoiseach said, there are no
guarantees, and they will
keep monitoring the situ-
ation, but they are heartened
with booster progress.”

Aoife Moore
Political Correspondent

The chief medical officer has
dismissed reports of an im-
pending lockdown as specu-
lative despite the highly
transmiss ible Omicron
being confirmed as the domi-
nant Covid-19 strain here.

A senior cabinet source
told the Irish Examiner that
cabinet have been assured by
members of Nphet that there
is “no truth” in reports of a
December 30 lockdown.

Tony Holohan and Taoi-
seach Micheál Martin spoke
yesterday amid the reports
that Ireland will be facing
new lockdown measures.
Sources have confirmed that
Dr Holohan said though the

Bernard O’Shea
I’m a start Monday,
NewYearornextweek
person. I havemassive
aspirations to change,
but that rarely
becomes a reality
without planning or
motivation. Page 12

Terry Prone
I would sell my soul to
getthechancetowork
with Kamala Harris.
She needs a radical
change to her
communication if she
is to survive the vice-
presidency, Page 10

Darragh O’Brien: Lack of supply
in private market is an issue.

Elaine Loughlin
Deputy Political Editor

Darragh O’Brien, the hous-
ing minister, has said he
expects the number of home-
less children to increase in
the coming months, despite
doing “everything in his
power” to tackle the issue.

Mr O’Brien has promised
significant improvements in
the homeless figures by the
middle of next year, but
admitted this would be of “no
consolation to someone who
is going to be spending this
Christmas without a home”.

There were 8,830 people,
including 2,513 children, in
emergency accommodation
at the end ofOctober, up 4.2%
on the previous month.

“I’ve met many of these
families, I have met many
mums who’ve ended up in
emergency accommodation.
I’m doing absolutely every-
thing in my power to im-
prove the situation for them,
to be able to deliver perma-
nent homes for them. We’re
going to build more social
homes next year than have
ever been built in any year in
the history of the State.

“Whatwe have got tomake
sure is that where emergen-
cy accommodation is needed
and family hubs are needed,
that they are of good quality.

“We’ve 75% less families,
thankfully, using hotels as
emergency accommodation.
I’ve been in family hubs;
they are not where anyone
wants to be.”

Mr O’Brien warned that
the numbers of people in
emergency accommodation
will get worse, adding that
“this is not something that is
solvable overnight”.

“We’ve seen increases in

the last number of months,
increases that we flagged
would actually happen and
we’ll probably see increases
in the next couple of months
too.”

Mr O’Brien told the Irish
Examiner he was “confi-
dent” that “real strides”
could be made next year.

“The only way of fixing
that is getting supply up,” he
said, adding that the State
was bui ld ing more and
bringing more vacant units,
particularly vacant social
housing units, back into use.

He said last year 3,600 va-
cant units were brought back
into use and a further 3,000
were brought back this year.

Mr O’Brien said a lack of
supply was a big issue,
particularly when trying to
help people out of emergency
accommodation.

“The lack of supply in the
private rental market is an
issue and the reduction in
the output of social housing.
In 2020 we had about 5,000 so-
cial homes delivered because
of Covid. This year will be a
bit more,” he said, but could
not provide exact figures.

Analysis: 11

Number of children left
homeless expected to rise
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Warning over
assisted dying
The College of Psychiatrists
has warned against assisted
dying legislation, saying it is
not compat ible with
good medical care and its in-
troduction here could place
vulnerable patients at risk.

A special Oireachtas com-
mittee is due to examine the
Dying with Dignity Bill 2020
in the new year.

News: 5

Truss takes over
UK’sBrexitbrief
Britain’s foreign secretary
Liz Truss is to take over
responsibility for the UK’s
future relationship with the
EU, Downing St has said,
following the resignation of
Brexit minister David Frost.

Mr Frost resigned with
“immediate effect” on Satur-
day night, having previously
agreed to leave in January.

World: 8

Dublin attracts
financial firms
Dublin is expected to attract
more f inancial services
firms relocating from the UK
next year due to Brexit.

An EY survey found Dub-
lin and Luxembourg are the
most popular post-Brexit EU
destinations for establishing
hubs or relocating offices.

Paris has seen the largest
volume of people relocating.
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Rooms
offered
for sex
in lieu
of rent
■ Housingministers blasts ads and
tells tenants to contact gardaí
AnnMurphy

Landlords are offering free
or reduced-cost rooms in ex-
change for sex as the housing
crisis bites and tenants
struggle to meet rising costs.

An Irish Examiner investi-
gation uncovered online
ads offering properties in
return for sexual favours
in Limerick and Dublin.

Housing Minister Darragh
O’Brien has condemned
the ads and urged targeted
tenants to tell gardaí.

One ad was for a shared
house in Newcastle West, Co
Limerick, with the landlord
adver t is ing a room for
a single lady “with a twist”.
The ad says : “Can do
reduced rent for occasional
fun.” When contacted by a
prospective tenant, the land-
lordmade it clear that sexual
activity was required on
a weekly basis in return
for rent of €200 for the first
month and €250 per month
thereafter.

When asked if the room
was available without sexual
favours , he said i t was
preferable to rent it out to
someone willing to engage in
sexual activity. He also
promised the accommo-
dation would be free if the
prospective tenant became
his partner in the future.

He said another woman
and a couple were also
interested in the roomandhe
would give the room to
whoever he liked and “had
naked fun with”.

The existence of the
property and the veracity
of the advertisement has
been verified by the Irish
Examiner. One of the Dublin
properties is being offered
for free in return for a
“fr iends with benef i ts”
arrangement.

The advertisement reads:
“Hey currently have a room
to rent in North county
Dublin, not looking to rent
for cash but instead a fwb
situation. Strictly applies to
females, no males will be
considered.”

Another ad promises a
beautiful single room for a
girl without rent. The adver-
tiser wrote: “House located
in Santry Dublin, so close to
city, free car park and bus
stop at home.. Let’s chat
soon. Note please only for
sweet cute and charming girl
only... Hahahaha Ping me
soon, NSA.”

According to a report

published by the Residential
Tenancies Board on Friday,
rents increased at their
highest rate since 2017 in the
third quarter of this year.
The average monthly rent
at present is €1,397. Average
rents in Dublin are €1,915.58
per month at present, while
Limerick rates stand at
€1,110.39.

A report from Daft, pub-
lished last month, highlight-
ed that on November 1,
there were just 1,460 homes
available to rent nationwide.
The figure is down 65% on
the same date in 2020.

Mr O’Brien said of the
sex-for-rent advertisements:
“I condemn in the strongest
terms any instance where
proper t ies are of fered
for rent in return for sexual
favours.

“Where advertisements
such as this are placed we
would strongly encourage
people to report it to An
Garda Síochána.”

Socia l Democrats TD
Holly Cairns said the ads
highlight “the depraved
depths of the housing crisis
where grossly exploitative
landlords expect sexual
favours in return for putting
a roof over people’s heads”.

“A chronic shortage of
rental properties, and sky-
high rents for the limited
supply that does exist, mean
that manipulative people are
stepping in to take advantage
of desperate people.”

Last month, the issue of
sex for rent was highlighted
in the British House of Com-
mons during a debate in the
House of Lords on the Police,
Crime, Sentencing, and
Courts Bill.

Amendments to the bill
have been brought forward,
seeking to make it a criminal
offence for landlords arrang-
ing ‘sex for rent’ agreements
with tenants.

Recent research by British
housing and homeless
charity Shelter suggested
that 30,000 women in the
UK were propositioned with
sex-for-rent arrangements
between March 2020 and
January 2021. No such sur-
vey has carried out here.

In September 2019, then
Solidarity TD Ruth Copping-
er highlighted the issue
in the Dái l , a f ter being
contacted by a tenant who
had been propositioned by
her landlord in l ieu of
rent.

News: 2

One of theworld’s largest car carrierswas the first commercial vessel to dock at the newdeep-water quay at the Port of Cork in Ringaskiddy. TheMorning Laura,with a capacity
to transport 8,000 vehicles, docked in the port for over eight hours to discharge 682 vehicles. Picture: Port of Cork

NewPortof
Corkfacility
welcomes
huge carrier
Alan Healy

The Port of Cork welcomed
one of the world’s largest car
carriers yesterday, the first
commercial vessel to arrive
at the port’s new container
facility in Ringaskiddy.

The Morning Laura, with
a capacity to transport 8,000
vehicles, docked in the port
for over eight hours to
discharge 682 vehicles. It
began its journey in Korea,
stopping in Morocco, Italy,
Spain, and the UK, before
arriving in Cork.

The Port of Cork said that,
due to congestion and the as-
sociated costs at other ports,
i t was feared the vessel
would have to discharge the
vehicles destined for dealer-
ships in Ireland in Rotter-
dam, which would have in-
curred further cost in having
to be shipped on to Ireland.

However , i t sa id i t
partnered with shipping
company Eukor, to ensure
the supply chain and
distribution of new cars for
sale in the new year was not
affected.

The 682 vehicles, of which
nearly 40% are electric, were
shipped by manufacturers
such as Hyundai, Kia, and
Ssangyong.

The Morning Laura was
the first ship to dock at the
port’s new deep-water berth
in Ringaskiddy. The facility
will see the transfer of con-
tainer shipping services
from Tivoli, which in turn
will free up land closer to
CorkCity for redevelopment.

“We were very pleased to
be in a position to accommo-
date their vessel and to play
our part in maintaining the
supply chain, particularly at
this pivotal time of year for
car sales, dealerships, and
indeed new car customers
across Ireland,” Port of Cork
chief commercial of f icer
Conor Mowlds said.

“This is further proof of
the Port of Cork’s ease of
access as a trade route to
Europe and beyond, and we
look forward to maintaining
and building on this new
relationship with Eukor.”
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