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PAIN IN THE
GAS

»» 8 in 10 are struggling  
to pay household bills

»» Taoiseach: Energy 
prices will keep rising

by ciara phelan Political Correspondent

NEarly eight out of 10 irish people are 
struggling to pay monthly household bills 
such as gas and electricity, a shock irish 
Mirror survey reveals.

And more than half of respondents are under  
pressure over mortgage payments.

Almost 70% are using hot water bottles to 
stay warm at night because they can’t afford to 
turn on their heating.

Taoiseach Micheal Martin, responding to  
the results of the survey last night, said: “It is 
likely energy costs will only rise as we move 
towards winter.”
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SAINT DARRAGH’S ON THE MOVE TO MK AFTER CLUBS AGREE TERMS

A DON        DEAL

TURN TO PAGE 2

Burns seals switch  
to English League 1

GAA violence 
was a  
total  
disgrace
STUART BYRNE

SEE PAGE 8

I’M MOVING DON...Darragh Burns has lined up a deal to join Liam 
Manning’s (inset) MK Dons

BY PAUL O’HEHIR
DARRAGH BURNS has 
agreed personal terms 
with MK Dons and is 
set to join the League 
One club this weekend.

St Patrick’s Athletic will 
receive an initial fee 
in the region of 
€200,000 for the 
highly regarded 
teenager who 
recently broke 
into Ireland’s 
Under-21 squad.

Sell-on clauses 
will be factored into the 
deal, with the Saints  
hoping to reap further  
rewards down the line, 
just like they did with  
new Burnley recruit Luke 
McNally (inset). Winger 

Burns – who did not train 
yesterday – is expected to 
sit out tonight’s home 
clash with Drogheda 
United at Richmond  
Park ahead of his move to 
England.

MK Dons are in 
Ireland at the  

m om ent  for  
pre-season and 
manager Liam 
Manning was at 

Richmond Park 
on Monday to 

watch Burns in  
action against Shamrock 
Rovers.

It is believed Burns will 
have a medical at their 
training base in Enfield 
ahead of the deal being         

SLOGGETT WON’T GIVE UP ON DUNDALK TITLE DREAM SEE PAGE 3
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 exclusive
by CIARA PHELAN Political Correspondent

by sEAN muRPHy
HSE chiefs have stated nurses’ cost 
of living difficulties are nationwide 
with some unable to afford rents.

In a statement on the crisis, the 
health body said “every city in the 
country is facing accommodation 
challenges” and urged staff to share 
accommodation.

The Irish Mirror revealed last 
month that hundreds of new nurses 
are in tears at the lack of homes and 
rental prices.

One, who is based in Co Galway, 
said: “The HSE provides free 
accommodation for a month to new 
nurses but they discover that 
finding accommodation near their 
hospital is impossible.”

INMO’s Phil Ni Sheaghdha added: 
“Nurses are driving lengthy 
distances to work because it is 
becoming impossible to afford a 
home to buy or rent near our places 
of work. They are being priced out.”

The HSE stated: “Every city in the 
country is facing accommodation 
challenges, which are impacting on 
all new recruits. Galway University 
Hospital provides staff notice 
boards where local accommodation 
options are posted.”

Staff are being 
‘priced out’ of 
cities say INMO

by sEAN muRPHy 
THE HSE has paid the €1,000 
pandemic payment to just one-third 
of the total of all eligible workers.

Another 80,000 staff are still 
waiting for it.

Only 13,000 nurses across the 
health service had received the 
bonus by May 27 but the figure had 
increased to 33,000 by June 22, 
according to figures provided to the 
Irish Mirror by the HSE.

The HSE said it cannot say when 
the remaining workers will be paid – 
six months after the thank-you 
bonus to frontline health staff was 
announced.

A spokesperson added: “It is our 
intention to have the majority of 
eligible employees paid in the 
coming weeks.”

Emergency nurse Treasa Toye, 
who works at Letterkenny Hospital 
in Co Donegal, was on the frontline 
during the pandemic.

She said: “They make us fight for 
everything. They’ve taken the good 
out of it. They’ve ruined it.”

Sinn Fein health spokesperson 
David Cullinane TD branded it “an 
absolute failure of leadership at the 
highest level”.

Two-thirds of 
nurses waiting 
for €1k bonus

cost of living crisis: Mirror’s     survey                  reveals fears

REPUBLIC 
DIRELAND

»» 80% struggle 
to pay their bills

»» 20% forced to 
get second job

»» Public ‘plunged 
into depression’

OF

We will be 
grappling 
with this 
for months 
if not years
leo varadkar  on 
cost of living crisis

CoLd 
ComfoRt  
Hot water 
bottle

keeping people’s heads 
above water.”

Out of the 939 
people who said 
they require 
childcare, the 
average person 
said they spend 
€701 per month 

on it.
One quarter 

had stopped paying 
for childcare to help 

with the cost of living 
with several respondents 

stating they depend on their elderly 
parents. And nearly one-fifth said 
someone in their household had left 
their job to take care of children.

Out of the 2,000 respondents, 
more than half have struggled to pay 
their rent or mortgage at the end of 
the month while one quarter have 
missed a payment.

Two-fifths have asked family and 
friends for financial help while 
around the same number have used 
a credit card to pay for bills.

The most common way readers 
are cutting costs is to stay at home 
more, with 88% saying they had 
done so.

More than four-fifths have 
cancelled social activities.

Social Democrats TD Holly Cairns 
said: “The results of this survey are 
deeply concerning and demonstrate 
just how many people are really 
struggling to get by.

“People cannot wait until October 
for relief.”

■■Data compiled by Clara Murray 
from Reach Ireland’s data unit.

news@irishmirror.ie

Profit TD Richard Boyd 
Barrett said people 
are being “plunged 
into depression” as 
they are mentally 
impacted by the 
cost of living 
crisis.

He added: “It’s 
a really shameful 
indictment of our 
society which is one 
of the wealthiest coun-
tries in the world and here 
we have hot water bottles to keep 
warm because they can’t afford to 
pay their heating bills.

“Many people are being plunged 
into depression, mental illness as a 
result of the pressure that is being 
put on and it’s a shameful neglect of 
children.”

Taoiseach Micheal Martin has 
repeatedly said the Government 
can’t chase inflation and is fearful of 
adding further to it if it tries to 
match price increases.

Mr Boyd Barrett rubbished this 
claim and added: “It’s about keeping 
people at a level of dignified  
existence – that’s not going to fuel 
inflation.

“It’s hard to understand why 
the Government won’t act 
sooner because there is 
scope. There has been a 
huge bonanza of additional 
tax revenues because as 
prices go up, much of the 

Government revenue 
comes up through 

VAT and taxes.
“ Thi s  i s 

just about 

that at the moment. The cost of 
living crisis is happening right here, 
right now and it will happen all the 
way through to the Budget and will 
continue after the Budget.

“That’s the truth of it. We’re facing 
a global inflation crisis and it won’t 
end because of any Budget, whether 
it’s an emergency Budget before the 
autumn or whether it’s one in 
autumn.

“This is something we’re going  
to be grappling with for months if 
not years ahead.”

Our online survey and findings 
collated by our data 
unit was conducted 
between May 16 and 
June 10 – while the 
Government faced 
intense pressure to give 
further assistance to 
households since their 
last intervention in 
April, when they cut the 
VAT rate on energy 
bills.

Nearly two-fifths had 
seen their monthly 

energy bill go up by €50 to €100.
It rose €100 to150 for more than a 

third and 17% said it increased by 
€150 to €200.

Just over a tenth saw an 
increase of €200 to €300 
and the majority, 56%,  
said the Government’s 
€200 energy credit had  
not helped with just 44% 
claiming it had.

Almost 20% of respondents 
had taken up a second 
job to cover costs.

People  Before 

SEVEN out of 10 Irish people are 
using hot water bottles to stay 
warm at night because they 
can’t afford to turn on their 
heating, an Irish Mirror cost of 
living survey has revealed.

And almost 80% are struggling to 
pay their monthly bills with nearly 
the same share having dipped into 
savings to cover the cost of bills.

Startling figures also show that 
52% of 2,300 respondents are  
struggling to pay their 
mortgage at the end of 
the month.

It comes as Tanaiste 
Leo Varadkar  has 
admitted the country 
could be grappling with 
the cost of living crisis 
for years.

He told the Dail 
yesterday: “The cost of 
living is rising in Ireland, 
it’s rising very fast and 
indeed this is the case all 
around the world and governments 
are doing their best to deal with that 
but there’s only so much that any 
government can do.

“If you compare what we’ve done 
in Ireland, similar to other countries, 
we’ve done just as much, if not more.

“We want a set of actions that will 
take effect almost immediately in the 
days and weeks after Budget day to 
help people through the winter 
particularly.

“And then a series of more regular 
moves that would take effect in 
January, we’re doing a lot of work on 

CommENts  
Richard Boyd 
Barrett



 

DMEEIR
FRIDAY 01.07.2022 IRISH DAILY MIRROR 5irishmirror.ie

MicheAl Martin has warned 
people to brace themselves for 
further increases in energy bills.

Reacting to the irish Mirror’s cost 
of living survey, the Taoiseach, 
inset, vowed that the upcoming 
Budget will help working families.

he said: “We are very aware how 
much an impact the rising cost of 
living is having on families right 
across ireland. The immoral and 
unprecedented war in Ukraine has 
made heating our homes, food, and 
filling up our cars more and more 

expensive, and it is likely 
energy costs will only rise 

as we move towards 
winter.”

he claimed the 
Government has 
already taken a 
number of steps to 

try and help irish 
households including 

cutting the cost of public 
transport, reducing excise 

duties and VAT on fuel.
he added: “We will continue to 

act to help worried families and 
parents respond to the challenge of 
rising prices in a comprehensive 
and targeted way without making 
inflation even worse.

“This Budget will be a cost of living 
Budget which will focus on areas 
where people most need help.”

‘Higher energy 
bills on the way’

Sinn Fein leader Mary lou 
McDonald has called for cash 
payments for low and middle 
income families to cope with 
spiralling household bills.

She said the findings of our cost 
of living survey “make for shocking 
reading”.

Ms McDonald, inset, added: 
“They are a clear example of the 
struggles that are being 
experienced by workers and 
families throughout the State as a 
result of the cost of living crisis and 
are reflective of the conversations i 
have with people on a daily basis.

“The fact that 77% of 
people are struggling 

to pay monthly bills 
is an utter disgrace.

“The fact that 
people are paying 
on average over 
€700 per month 

on childcare  
is entirely 

unacceptable – this is a 
second mortgage for most 

families. Sinn Fein have brought 
forward detailed, costed and 
deliverable proposals to address 
the cost of living crisis.

“We have to cut rents and freeze 
them, including putting a month’s 
rent back into renters’ pockets via  
a refundable tax credit.”

SF: Give cash to 
those struggling

CASE STUDY

Mother of 4: 
Weekly food 
shop’s gone 
   up by €50

camps that the kids want to go to but i 
don’t know if i can afford to send them.

“i am definitely 
budgeting what’s coming in 
and what’s coming out and 
to see what’s at the end 
of the month to see if i 
can even treat the 
children at 
McDonald’s or even 
to do something 
together as a family 
one of the 
weekends.”

Ms higgins said she 
would like to see the 

Government take further action to bring 
down the cost of diesel.

She would also welcome an extension 
of free GP care for children over the age 
of six as visits and medication can be 
quite expensive.

sometimes. The last two months there 
were a lot of bills coming in between the 
property tax, the house 
insurance and you’re just 
wondering where the 
money is going to come 
from.”

Ms higgins, whose 
partner works full-time, said 
she is lucky she can stay at 
home and doesn’t have to 
pay for childcare.

The mum said she  
has cut back on treating her 
four children, all under the 
age of 12, in a bid to save 
money.

She added: “it’s difficult as a mother, 
you don’t want to be saying to your 
children on their summer holidays after 
they’ve been good all year in school.

“Things like cinemas and summer 

By Ciara Phelan  
Political correspondent 

A MoTheR-of-four has told how she has 
been left feeling “anxious” over how she 
will manage to pay for soaring food and 
fuel costs.

emer higgins, 35, from castlebar, co 
Mayo, said the Government should 
provide vouchers to families.

She added: “The cost of food has gone 
ridiculous.

“My weekly shop would normally be 
€140 and now it’s increased by €40 to 
€50 a week and that doesn’t include a 
grocery shop at the weekend.

“That on top of the increase in the 
cost of diesel is crippling people.

“i have four pick-ups going in and out 
of town.

“i’ve noticed a massive increase with 
my car, at least an extra €200 a month 
i’m spending on diesel. i do feel anxious 

I am 
budgeting 
what’s 
coming in 
& going out
emer higgins   
co mayo yesterday

25%
of respondents said 
they’d stopped paying for 
childcare to save money

17%
said they have seen their 
energy bills go up by 
between €150 & €200

70%
This many take hot water 
bottle to bed instead of 
putting heat on

2,300
number of people who 
took part in the irish 
mirror survey

80%
number of people who 
have cancelled social 
activities to save cash

52%
number of people who 
are struggling to pay 
their mortgages

€701
how much average 
person said they spend 
on childcare a month

88%
number of readers who 
said they’re staying at 
home more to cut bills

cost of lIvIng crIsIs: MIrror’s     survey                  reveals fears

TOMOrrOW: TWO ThirDS OF PeOPle living On The BreaDline

hard 
times
Emer Higgins 
from Co Mayo
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“knocked him [McAuley] out with one 
blow”. 

Ms Tully married McAuley while he 
was serving time for the killing of Garda 
McCabe.

When asked why she married 
McAuley in 2003 while he 
was still spending time 
behind bars, she said they 
“struck up” a relationship 
during her time as a Sinn 
Fein councillor.

She had been visiting a 
republican prisoner at 
Castlerea prison when she 
met McAuley.

She added: “I married him 
for the same reason anyone 
gets married. I loved him 

and everything seemed good. Domestic 
violence isn’t just the physical violence. 

“There are more aspects to it and I 
suppose you probably don’t think about 
it until it comes to your own door.”

 ■Listen to the full interview on The 
Glass Ceiling podcast on Spotify or 
Apple. 

news@irishmirror.ie

and-a-half hours. He stabbed me about 
13 times and tried to cut my throat.

“The first stab wound was quite deep 
and I could hear it had punctured my 
lung and there was air coming out and I 
obviously didn’t know what that meant 
but there was a lot of blood.

“I had a lot of defensive 
wounds on my hands and 
then he stabbed me in the 
abdomen and in the back.

“He told the boys to stay 
upstairs but then he brought 
them down to say goodbye 
to me but he wouldn’t let 
them hug me, or come near 
me. They were really upset.

“The wounds came really 
close to severing vital organs 
but it was just luck none were damaged.”

Ms Tully managed to flee her house 
when the drunk McAuley fell asleep.

But he woke up and tried to continue 
the attack while the TD was trying to 
escape in a car. 

Neighbours came to her aid after they 
spotted her bloodied on the road.

They contacted her brother who 

separated from McAuley but the 
pandemic has held up a divorce. 

Ms Tully said: “There were delays in 
the court but also because his legal advi-
sors would have to visit him in prison 
and no visits were allowed during Covid.”

She said the divorce is now in process 
and is hoping to get a court date early 
this year before his release. 

The TD secured a barring order in 
2014 after he became physically violent 
before the knife attack.

McAuley was due to take his two 
young sons for lunch on Christmas Eve 
in 2014 but showed up at Ms Tully’s 
house early and attacked her.

She said: “The first thing he did was 
hit me a box in the eye and I obviously 
put my hand up to protect me because 
he broke my finger as well.

“My sons were standing on the stairs 
and were in total shock at what they just 
witnessed as I was.

“Then he produced a knife and I 
suppose initially I was panicking but I 
said if I was going to get out of this at all 
I’m going to have to calm down.

“The incident went on for about two-

Sinn Fein TD Pauline Tully hopes 
her ex-husband and Garda killer 
Pearse McAuley stays away from 
her and their children when he is 
released from prison.

The former Provo was sentenced to 
12 years with four suspended in 2015 for 
stabbing Ms Tully 13 times on Christmas 
Eve in 2014.

He had been previously jailed for 
killing Det Garda Jerry McCabe in 1996. 

Speaking to the Irish Mirror podcast 
The Glass Ceiling, Ms Tully said: “He’s 
due for release in June. I just have to 
hope that he leaves us alone, basically.

“I do have a protection order in place 
and I’m just hoping, well life has to go on 
for me anyway.

“I have no control over what he might 
do or might not do.

“I just have to be vigilant, I suppose, to 
see how things are and tell the boys to 
be the same and hope as I said, with the 
passage of time he won’t bother us.”

The TD for Cavan-Monagahn is legally 

 exclusive
by CIARA PHELAN Political Correspondent

Garda killer
McAuley set 
to be freed..
Ex-IRA man’s wife tells thug to stay away

Sinn Fein sees 
poll approval  
climb to 33%

Despite Sinn Fein’s growing 
popularity, party managers 
will have been chastened to 
learn the poll found 38% of 
respondents preferred the 
current Fianna Fail/Fine Gael/
Green Party coalition.

A Sinn Fein-led 
government with smaller 
parties drew 34% support.

4% approval with the Social 
Democrats now equal on 4%.

Solidarity People before 
Profit were backed by 3% of 
those asked and Aontu by 
just 2%. These numbers 
represented a 1% slump for 
both parties.

Independents and others 
command support of 9%. 

climbed by two points to 
33%.

There were mixed fortunes 
for the coalition parties as 
Fine Gael dropped two points 
to 23% while Fianna Fail 
gained two to 19%.

The Green Party fell by one 
point to 3%.

Labour is unchanged on 

by MIRROR REPORTER

SInn Fein’s support is on the 
rise once again as its 
popularity over Fianna Fail 
and Fine Gael increases.

The Sunday Independent/
Ireland Thinks poll will make 
very welcome reading for  
leader Mary Lou McDonald as 
the party’s approval rating  

BuOyEd   
McDonald

suPPORT Mr O’sullivan TD

Under threat 
hospital set 
for expansion
A HoSPITAL is to get a 
major expansion of new 
services.

The Endoscopy Unit for 
Bantry General Hospital in 
Co Cork, ends speculation 
it was to be downgraded.

The planned works will 
include a single-storey 
extension to the existing 
hospital and provide 16 
beds for a Stroke Rehabili-
tation Unit.

Fianna Fail TD Christo-
pher o’Sullivan said: 
“There are often concerns 
about Bantry General 
Hospital amid claims it 
will be downgraded.

“But here we see the 
Department & the HSE 
making a serious invest-
ment to increase services 

“Staff and management 
must be commended for 
always seeking to improve 
the hospital.”

by TREvOR quINN

CHILLEd Winter sunset

Sun & settled 
weather for 
week ahead
IRELAND is set for a week 
of settled weather, experts 
said yesterday.

After today’s patchy rain 
and drizzle, and above 
average temperatures of 
10C to 13C, tomorrow will 
bring plenty of sunshine. 

A  M e t  E i r e a n n 
spokesman said: “It’s 
staying mostly dry into 
Wednesday with spells of 
sunshine once the early 
mist and fog clears. 

“There will be highest 
temperatures of 7C to 10C, 
mildest in the west and 
southwest, in light to 
moderate southwesterly or 
variable winds.

“Thursday and Friday 
look to be mainly dry days 
though a little drizzle is 
possible on Atlantic coasts. 

“Cloud cover will vary 
and winds will be generally 
light southerly or variable.”

by MIRROR REPORTER

Garda Jerry Mccabe died in 1996 
shot dead

Provo killer Pearse McAuley 
daNGeRoUs

Pauline Tully 
hopes to finalise 
divorce this year

leave 
Us be

I have to be 
vigilant 
and hope 
he doesn’t 
bother us
paulinE tully  ON THE 
glass cEiliNg pOdcasT
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A computer genius pits her wits against cyber terrorists in chilling new drama The Undeclared war
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THE ONE SHOW

BY NEWSBOYNEWCASTLE native Brian Ellison has ONESMOOTHOPERATOR primed to be the talk of the Toon in the Jenningsbet Northumberland Plate (3.30, ITV).The trainer (left) earmarked the stayer for the ‘Pitmen’s Derby’ when he joined his stable in December 2021, and the two-time scorer has done nothing but improve – particularly at this all-weather venue where he has not been out of the first three in six starts.Onesmoothoperator wasn’t beaten far  behind higher-rated rivals in a conditions race over two miles here on All-Weather  Finals Day. 
Then, after a short break, he was tried on turf in Listed company at York, but the slow pace and shorter trip of a mile and three-quarters didn’t suit – and he could finish only sixth.Returning to Tapeta and back up in trip to just over two miles again should see the four-year-old in a better light, and Ben  Robinson – successful last year on  Nicholas T – can become the first jockey this century to win back-to-back renewals.NEWCASTLE SILKS AND RUNNERS: PAGE 6It could be heaven for Ell in the Pitmen’s Derby

WINNER MACHINE SEE PAGE 2 VALUE SCOPE SEE PAGE 3

BY MELISSA JONESFRANKIE DETTORI’S race-riding future hung in the balance last night.The world’s most famous jockey (right) was in talks with trainer John Gosden trying to rescue the pair’s flailing relationship.High-profile defeats at Royal Ascot, including a troubled ride in the Gold Cup on 
Stradivarius and on the 

Queen’s colt Saga, led to Gosden publicly criticising his No 1 rider.
Her Majesty’s main hope, Reach For The Moon, was also turned over at short odds.

Soon after, Dettori jetted off to Sardinia and the sportsman is back in action at Newmarket 
today. But

DETTORI’S CRUNCH TALKS

TURN TO 
PAGE 3

Onesmoothoperator has everything in his favour in today’s Northumberland  Plate

PLATE SMASHER

3 free
extras

WIN
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Page
18 
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IT’S ALL-IRELAND FOOTBALL 
QUARTER-FINALS WEEKEND
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US 

garda kIller out of jaIl

Stabbed ex-wife’s plea as brute McAuley freed after 7 years

tHe Sinn Fein td savagely stabbed by her 
brutal ex-husband declared as he walked 
free from jail yesterday: “Leave us alone.”

Brave Pauline Tully survived a frenzied 
knife attack by garda killer Pearse 
McAuley, 57, in front of their sons at her 
Cavan home on Christmas Eve 2014.

The former Provo earlier served time for 
shooting Det Gda Jerry McCabe in 1996. 
Ms Tully said: “I’m determined I and my 

children will get on with our lives.”

 exClusive
By ciara Phelan

ALONE
fUll storY: Pages 4&5

time served  Pearse 
Mcauley yesterday 
and, inset, in 1995

Picture: MICK O’NEILL

sUrvivor  
Pauline Tully

see
Page
46READ COLM BOYLE’S           EXCLUSIVE COLUMN
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 exclusive
by ciara phelan Political Correspondent

and McAuley was arrested. The thug, 
originally from Strabane, Co Tyrone,  
had earlier been convicted before the 
Special Criminal Court in 1999 of Det 
Jerry McCabe’s manslaughter and 
jailed for 14 years.

He was shot dead and his partner 
Det Garda Ben O’Sullivan left 
wounded and critically ill when an 
IRA gang opened fire on their car as 
they were providing an armed escort 
for a van delivering money to a  
post office in Adare, Co Limerick, in 
June, 1996.

McAuley was released in 2009 after 

had been due to take his two young 
sons for lunch on Christmas Eve in 
2014 but showed up at Ms Tully’s 
house early and  violently attacked 
her, stabbing her 13 times.

He told her two sons to say goodbye 
to their mother during the attack.

Brave Ms Tully managed to flee her 
house when drunk McAuley fell 
asleep. 

But he woke up and tried to 
continue the attack while she was 
trying to escape in a car.

Neighbours came to her aid after 
they spotted her bloodied on the road 

mask, black sunglasses and a baseball 
cap turned backwards. He also had 
two holdall bags with him, and had 
put on considerable weight since he 
was jailed for 12 years, with four 
suspended, for the brutal assault in 
2015.

The one-time Provo terrorist first 
hit the headlines in 1991 following an 
infamous jail-break from Brixton 
prison in London.

Sources have said McAuley worked 
in the prisoner reception area while 
in Castlerea prison.

On the day of the savage attack he 

with their lives just to be vigilant and 
not to be afraid to ring the guards if 
they suspect anything suspicious or 
feel threatened in any way either 
verbally, physically or in any other 
way.”

McAuley walked out of jail shortly 
after 8am and was whisked away in a 
Northern-registered white Ford Kuga.

The driver who picked him up, and 
was waiting for him for around an 
hour, wore a hat and a neck warmer 
pulled up over his nose and under his 
eyes, covering his face.

McAuley came out wearing a face 

SINN Fein TD Pauline Tully has 
told how she’s still haunted by the 
horror attack in which she was 
stabbed 13 times by her ex-hus-
band Pearse McAuley who walked 
free from prison yesterday.

The brute, 57, served just over seven 
years for the savage knife assault  
on Pauline at her Cavan home on 
Christmas Eve in 2014 when their two 
young sons were in the house.

The former Provo had been  
previously jailed for the killing of Det 
Garda Jerry McCabe in 1996 – a crime 
that shocked the country.

Speaking to the Irish Mirror 
following McAuley’s release from 
Castlerea prison in Co Roscommon 
early yesterday morning, Ms Tully said 
she hopes he will now leave her and 
her family alone.

She said: “I’m determined that I and 
my children will just get on with our 
lives as normal.

“I presume that he will leave us 
alone according to the terms of the 
barring order that’s in place and my 
life and the life of the boys won’t be 
affected in any way.

“I am determined that my life won’t 
change, and we’ll get on with our lives 
and that he will do the same.

“He has infringed on it enough.”

vIgIlANT
Ms Tully said it’s hard not to think 

back to  the trauma she suffered that 
day in her own home.

But she said as time goes on, it 
becomes easier and she is hoping her 
ex-husband “will respect my right to 
get on with my life”.

She added: “I have no control over 
his actions so I just presume enough 
time has passed since he was 
sentenced that he would have moved 
on in his life as well, and he will be 
released and get a new life for himself 
and move on and leave us to our lives.

“We’re not going to change, we have 
happy lives and we intend that to 
continue.”

And the Sinn Fein TD for Cavan-
Monaghan urged women not to  
hesitate ringing gardai if they feel 
threatened.

Ms Tully said: “I’m particularly 
conscious that many women in 
similar circumstances as myself 
haven’t had the luxury of a seven-and-
a-half year gap from the person in that 
the sentences are often very, very 
short, only a matter of months or a 
year or two.

“I want to encourage women to 
make sure that they have a barring 
order in place and while they get on 

Provo killer who stabbed     wife freed from jail

McAuley outside jail yesterday
release

McAuley at 2001 court hearing 
shameful

Det Garda Jerry Mccabe
shot dead

Killer was driven away in Ford
Picked uP

iRA terrorist 
Pearse McAuley

vile 
thug

Picture: MICK O’NEILL
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me in the abdomen and in  
the back. 

“He told the boys to stay 
upstairs but then he brought 
them down to say goodbye to 
me but he wouldn’t let them hug 
me, or come near me.

“They were really upset.
“The wounds came really close 

to severing vital organs but it was 
just luck none were damaged.”

 ■  If you are suffering domestic abuse, 
Women’s Aid runs a 24-hour national 
freephone helpline on 1800 341 900.

news@irishmirror.ie

Mirror prior to his release,  
Ms Tully said: “The incident 
went on for about two-and-a-
half hours.

“He stabbed me about 13 
times and tried to cut my  
throat.

“The first stab wound was quite 
deep and I could hear it had punc-
tured my lung and there was air 
coming out and I obviously didn’t 
know what that meant but there was 
a lot of blood.

“I had a lot of defensive wounds  
on my hands and then he stabbed  

serving his sentence. In 2003, he was 
granted temporary release from 
Castlerea prison to marry Ms Tully.

When asked previously why she 
married him, she said they “struck up” 
a relationship during her time as a 
Sinn Fein councillor.

She had been visiting a republican 
prisoner at Castlerea prison when she 
met McAuley.

Years later – in 2014 – the TD 
secured a barring order after McAuley 
became physically violent before the 
knife attack.

Speaking previously to the Irish 

Provo killer who stabbed     wife freed from jail

Attack still 
haunts me 
but I hope 
he lets me 
& the kids 
get on with 
our lives..
Brave TD recalls ordeal at 
hands of violent ex-husband Couple on their 

wedding day

better 
times

Cavan/Monaghan  
TD Pauline Tully

back to 
normal

the first wound 
was quite deep 
and i could hear  
it had punctured  
my lung 
pauline tully recalls  ordeal  
at the hands of mcauley

post Star Maura Higgins

Maura opens 
up about her 
health battle 
on Instagram
By sandra mallon
Love Island star Maura 
Higgins is being treated  
for having too many  
histamines in her body.

She was struck down by 
a mysterious illness back 
in February.

Hosting a Q&A on Insta-
gram, she was asked about 
her health. She said: “So I 
actually forgot to update 
you on this. 

“When I seen this ques-
tion. I was like, ‘oh my 
God, that is so bad of me.’ 

“I am just the worst on 
Instagram, I may as well 
delete it.”

The Longford woman 
then reassured fans, she 
was doing much better.

She said: “So every-
thing’s actually really, really 
good. 

“So they figured out that 
this is really weird and I 
don’t understand it a lot, 
but my body has too many 
histamines.”

And before starting the 
Q & A ,  M a u r a  a l s o 
confessed she was sick 
again this week for a few 
hours before feeling oK.

She said: “They’ve put 
me on antihistamines to 
like level it out.

“I don’t want to be 
wrong in saying this, but  
I think if your body has  
too many histamines,  
I think I’m saying that 
right, certain things 
happen with foods like 
high acid foods. 

“So basically like kiwis, 
oranges, all these things 
are not going to agree with 
me.”

TWo aircraft came within 
50 feet of each other over 
Scotland, an official report 
has revealed.

The probe said “safety 
had not been assured and 
that a risk of collision had 
existed”.

one of the two planes 
over Perth put the sep-
aration as close as 50ft 
vertically and just 33ft 
horizontally.

T h e  i n c i d e n t  o n 
December 17, was given 
the UK Airprox Board’s 
second highest collision 
risk rating.

Planes avoid 
crash horror
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COLD WAR
»» Russians left 

freezing after 
fuel runs out

»» Govt refuses 
to help whining 
Embassy staff 

russiaN diplomats in ireland are 
feeling the cold as they run out of 
heating fuel with oil companies 
refusing to deliver to them.

Furious Embassy chiefs have asked 
the Government to intervene but it has 
declined, sources said.

In a letter to the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, the Russians whinged: 
“The current provider of fuel to the 
Embassy has refused to deliver diesel.”

Vladimir Putin was yesterday 
slammed for war crimes in Bucha where 
hundreds of civilians were massacred.

 exclusive
by Ciara PHeLan  
Political Correspondent

see Pages 4,5,6&7

Horror  son weeps 
as his mother lies 
dead in Kharkiv

anger  protests 
outside russian 
embassy in 
dublin yesterday

we stand with UKRaine
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shallow grave Olga

Mayor tortured and killed
THE mayor of Motyzhyn and 
her family were tortured, killed 
and thrown into a shallow 
grave, it emerged last night.

It is believed Olga Sukhenko, 
her husband Igor and son 
Alexander were kidnapped by 
Russians after being accused 
of talking to Ukrainian military. 

Rescue teams also feared 
their bodies – which were 

found in a shallow grave near 
houses used by Russian troops 
as a barracks – were rigged 
with explosives.

Anton Herashchenko, a 
Ukrainian interior ministry 
adviser, said: “There have been 
Russian occupiers here. These 
scum tortured, slaughtered 
and killed the family. They will 
be held responsible for this.”

 investigators,  prosecutors and judges”.  
More than 100 corpses have been 
 examined by forensic  scientists preparing 
dossiers for future war crimes tribunals. 

Intelligence chiefs have a target list of 
Russian troops from 64 infantry brigades 
allegedly behind atrocities in Bucha.

In Motyzhyn, to the west of Kyiv, the 
bodies of four people who appeared to 
have been shot at close range were seen 
in a pit.

Taoiseach Micheal Martin yesterday 
condemned the discoveries as “barbaric”  
while Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
branded the scenes “sickening”. 

Britain’s Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
last night called for Russia to be kicked 
off the UN’s Human Rights Council over 
the  atrocities.

She said: “After these appalling crimes, 
Russia has no place on it.”

As many as 22 schools per 
day have been hit by 

warplanes since the inva-
sion started, Save The 

 Children revealed. 
More  than tw o 
million kids have fled 
while around 5.5 
million remain.

Up to 130,000 
 civilians are stil l 

unable to leave the 
besieged town of Mari-

upol. Grim  statistics reveal 
161 children have been killed 

and 264 injured. 
Ukraine’s foreign minister Dmytro 

Kuleba said the port city had suffered an 
even worse onslaught than Bucha.

He added: “The horrors we have seen 
in Bucha are just the tip of the iceberg of 
all the crimes that have been committed 
by the Russian army in Ukraine.”

An evacuation convoy escorted by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
was blocked in the town of Manhush as 
it attempted to reach Mariupol last night.

Kharkiv resident Olena Kolesnik, who 
fled to Poland, said: “This is genocide. 
This is fascism. This is the extermination 
of people, innocent people, children, 
women and the elderly.”

news@irishmirror.ie 
@defencechris

Pictures: ANDY STENNING

By ChrIs hUghes
Defence & Security Editor
in the Carpathian Mountains, Ukraine

a GRIEVING family huddle in tears 
by a mass grave in Ukraine, as calls 
last night grew for Vladimir Putin to 
face a war crimes trial over a string 
of  civilian executions by his forces.

An emotional Volodymyr Zelensky 
again accused Moscow of  genocide after 
he toured the devastated town of Bucha, 
where 300 residents were found dead, 
some bound and gagged.

The Ukrainian President claimed 
 thousands of people have been murdered 
and butchered by rampaging Russian 
troops since they invaded the country.

As more mass graves were discovered, 
Mr Zelensky said: “It will be recognised 
by the world as genocide.

“We know of  thousands of 
people killed and tortured, 
with their limbs severed, 
women raped and  
children killed.”

Speaking about the 
massacre in Bucha, 
just outside the 
capital Kyiv,  he 
added: “Hundreds of 
people were killed, 
tortured. Corpses on 
the street, mined areas. 
Even the bodies of the 
dead were mined. 

“Concentrated evil has come to 
our land. Murderers, torturers, rapists, 
looters who call  themselves the army,  
and who deserve only death after what 
they did.” 

But shameless Moscow officials 
accused Ukrainians of staging the killings.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
said: “From what we have seen, our 
experts have identified signs of video 
falsification and other fakes.”

Mr Zelensky has set up a special body 
to  investigate Russian war crimes – a call 
echoed by US President Joe Biden.

He said: “I decided to create a special 
 mechanism of justice in Ukraine to 
 investigate and prosecute every crime of 
the occupiers in our country.”

It will include “international experts, 

Carnage  
Ukrainian 
soldier in Bucha

Russian Embassy is getting 
the cold shoulder treatment

Ambassador’s press secretary, 
Nikita Isakin, stated: “The Embassy 
does not disclose the details of  
its communications with the 
department or any other third 
party.”

A department spokesman 
added: “The department doesn’t 
comment on the operation of 
embassies.”

The Russian Embassy here has 
also whinged to the Department of 
Foreign Affairs that Russian people 
living in Ireland feel unsafe and 
discriminated against as a result of 
the war in Ukraine.

diesel to our mission. The Embassy 
checked other providers in [the] 
Dublin area for the availability of 
diesel supplies, but they have all 
refused to co-operate.

“The Embassy is left with a very 
limited supply that will last till the 
end of the week only. 

“This diesel is an essential 
commodity, since it is used for 
heating and hot water supply of 
the Chancery, as well as the 
residential area of our mission.”

When contacted by the Irish 
Mirror, the Russian Embassy 
refused to say if they had since 
secured fuel. The Russian 

THE Russian Embassy in Ireland is 
running out of fuel for heating and 
hot water and is whining that 
numerous Irish oil companies have 
refused to deliver supplies.

It has forced the Embassy to 
write a letter to the Foreign Affairs 
Minister Simon Coveney’s 
department asking the 
Government to intervene before 
they run out.

In a letter seen by the Irish 
Mirror, the Russians – ironically one 
of the the world’s biggest oil 
exporters before the Ukraine 
invasion – have requested the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs “intervenes into 
this clearly 
discriminatory case”.

A source said: “The 
Embassy is struggling 
because no one wants 
to do business with 
them as a result of what’s 
happening in Ukraine.

“It’s not only some oil 
companies they’re having issues 
with, it’s banks too and many more 
businesses.”

The Irish Mirror also 
understands that Bank of Ireland 
have decided to suspend their 
accounts with the Russian 
Embassy in Ireland, according to 
senior sources.

When contacted, a spokesman 
for Bank of Ireland said they can’t 
comment on any individual 
account.

It’s understood the Embassy 
also had both their boiler contract 
and fuel card account ended by 
separate companies. 

A second source said: “The 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
wouldn’t be stepping in to get 
anyone anything.”

The letter sent by the Russian 
Embassy to Minister Coveney’s 
Department on March 22 reads: 
“The current provider of fuel to 
the Embassy has refused to deliver 

 exclUsive
By CIara Phelan,  
Political Correspondent

feelIng the 
PInCh  Russian 
embassy and, 
inset, simon 
coveney

takIng a 
stand  
Protesters 
at embassy 
in Dublin

keePIng 
gUard  Cops 
at previously 
damaged front 
gates to the 
Russian 
Embassy 

WAR IN UKRAINE: MARtIN    slAMs ‘bARbARIc’ scENEs

exodUs  Residents flee 
eastern city of Kramatorsk
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REAPING REWARDDerry City striker Jamie McGonigle shows off his April Player of Month award

BY PAUL O’HEHIR
JAMIE McGONIGLE would love to 
make a similar goalscoring 
impact at Derry City as Karim 
Benzema at Real Madrid.

The striker is a huge fan of the 
France star (below) and was 
purring on social media when he 
dragged Madrid into the 
Champions League final at 
Manchester City’s expense.

Benzema has scored 43 goals 
in 43 appearances in all 
competitions this season while 

McGonigle is the leading scorer 
in the Premier Division.

He has nine goals in 15 
games so far and was 
yesterday crowned SSE 

Airtricity/Soccer Writers 
Ireland Player of the 

Month for April.
Ahead of tonight’s 

trip to Shamrock 
Rovers, McGonigle 
revealed that he 
studies the world’s 
best strikers like 

BY PAUL LENNON
SEAN HOARE insists 
that Shamrock Rovers’ 
treble title-chasing 
squad is “delighted” 
Stephen Bradley has 
pledged his loyalty to 
the club.

The Hoops’ boss turned 
down Lincoln City’s offer 
to become their new  
manager seven days ago 
with Rovers responding 

with back-to-back 3-1 wins 
over Finn Harps and Sligo 
Rovers.

They mean Rovers go 
into tonight’s Tallaght  
S t a diu m  s h o w d o w n 
against Derry City with a 
one-point lead over the 
Candystripes at the top of 
the Premier Division.

“I think if you asked  
everyone in the squad they 
would all be glad that he 
stayed,” declared Hoare.

“I’m glad, absolutely. He 
signed every single player 
in this squad. When the 
time does come for him to 

Hoare salutes boss  
decision to stay on

NOT ROVER YET 
 Stephen Bradley 
has pledged his 
loyalty to Hoops

YUR TIME 
IS UP 
Russians urge Ireland to extend visa for Putin’s puppet Filatov

ambassador dEadLINE

tUrn to Page 4

 exclusive
by Ciara PHeLan 
Political Correspondent

rUSSia is pushing the irish 
Government to extend its 
ambassador yury Filatov’s 
visa so he can stay here.

It is due to expire within weeks 
and he needs the documentation 
renewed.

A senior Government source 
said they expected Mr Filatov’s visa 
would be extended.

They added last night: “We are 
not planning to expel the Russian 
Ambassador and we are not going 

Super
League 

of ireland
pullout

eUroVision agonY: see Page 3 

roLe  
yury 
Filatov
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war in ukraine: city     is braced for the worst

bunker mentality
With Finland set to join NATO, 
we reveal their Plan B: 500 
underground shelters, 25 
metres below the surface 
where all 630,000 residents 
of Helsinki could go if the
Russians attacked them..

Varautumisen says the city knows 
how much heat and waste would 
be produced by any number of 
people and can adjust cooling and 
disposal systems to suit. 

“An average person emits 100 
watts of heat a day and expels 2kgs 
of waste,” he explains. 

“If you have the city’s entire 
population here, no one will be 
uncomfortable. All waste is taken 
away. There are vents above each 
of the toilets so the smell goes. If 
anyone attacks us, we will survive.”

Finland’s history with Russia is 
pained. In the early 1800s it was 
absorbed by the Russian Empire, 
in which it remained until the 1917 
Russian Revolution, when the 
Finns declared their independ-

onslaught, but thousands died and 
the country had to give up 12% of 
its area in a peace settlement.

The determination never to let 
that happen again is clear here.

The walls of the rooms and halls 
are immaculate, whitewashed and 
fitted with  elaborate air filtration 
that can block radioactive parti-
cles and other substances. 

There are gas detectors above 
and below ground, underground 
reservoirs and back-up power. 
Enough food and water is stored 
to sustain people for 14 days. 

We stop by a storage room 
where thousands of beds are piled 
high, as well as toilets that can be 
set up in hours by volunteer teams 
who regularly conduct drills.

to the country where he pledged 
the UK would come to the defence 
of Finland and neighbouring 
Sweden if Russia attacked them.

That came days after the Mirror 
was given exclusive access to 
Helsinki’s underground world.

The doomsday digging began in 
the 1960s, but Finnish defence 
chiefs are now in a state of alert 
unheard of since the days of Stalin. 
Putin’s threats that NATO 
membership would guarantee the 
“destruction” of Finland, revived 
memories of the Winter War of 
1939-40, when the Soviet Union 
declared its aggression by drop-
ping bombs on Helsinki. 

Outgunned and vastly outnum-
bered, the Finns held off the 

 exclusive
by Matt roper 
in Helsinki

shaken  Helsinki is on alert

going underground 
 Entrance to  Torkkelli centre

pitch 
battle
Merihaka civil 
defence shelter 
used for sport

MOST don’t notice the shabby 
hut, its cracked glass windows 
scrawled with graffiti, as they 
pass the cobbled square in a 
leafy district of east Helsinki. 

And few would imagine the vast 
world beyond its rusted doors.

We are led down four steep 
flights of concrete steps covered, 
seemingly, by decades of dust. 

Then 25 metres below ground, a 
long, sloping tunnel stretches into 
the distance.

Further on, even deeper under-
ground, two solid steel doors, the 
first a metre thick and so heavy it 
takes two people to push it open, 
before it seals us off from the world 
with a thunderous bang.

Most countries began to con-
template the possibility of being 
targeted by Russian aggression 
following Vladimir’s Putin’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. Finland has been 
preparing for decades.

And in the capital the result is a 
remarkable feat of engineering – 
nearly 500 bunkers dug into the 
granite, stretching for 200 miles 
and covering around 10million 
square metres – designed to with-
stand a nuclear attack. 

There is space – and enough 
beds – for every one of Helsinki’s 
630,000 residents, plus thousands 
more for any visitors.

“This door can take a blast of up 
to six bars of pressure, so even a 
nuclear bomb won’t break it,” 
‘preparedness instructor’ Varau-
tumisen Opettaja tells us. 

“The second door is gas and 
chemical proof. There could be 
bombs dropping above and chil-
dren happily playing down here.” 

It means if Moscow’s war in 
Ukraine spreads, Finland’s most 
important city will be able to 
protect its citizens like no other. 

And yesterday Finland revealed 
plans to join NATO “without 
delay”. An application is expected 
within days and NATO leaders are 
expected to discuss it at a summit 
in Madrid next month.

It followed Boris Johnson’s visit 

deep dive  Mirror 
man Matt, centre

Russians urge 
Irish to extend 
Filatov’s visa
to do it through a backdoor way. If we were going to 
expel him, we’d make a big deal out of it.”

The Russian Embassy contacted Foreign Affairs 
Minister Simon Coveney’s Department one month 
ago, on April 13, and sent documentation to be 
approved for the renewal of Mr Filatov’s visa.

However, the Irish Mirror has learned that the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and the Department 
of Justice have been sitting on extending it.  

On Wednesday, the Russian Embassy contacted 
the Foreign Affairs department again asking for an 
update.

The letter seen by the Irish Mirror read: “It would 
be very grateful if the application for ID and visa 
extension of the Russian Ambassador Mr Filatov 
would be prioritised and be 
considered at the earliest 
convenience.

“Mr Filatov needs valid 
documents to stay in 
Ireland and to travel.”

A spokesman for the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs added: “The 
Department does not 
comment on operational 
issues related to foreign 
embassies in Dublin.”

However, Labour leader Ivana bacik has called on 
the Government to use this as an opportunity to kick 
Filatov out of the country.

She said: “The Government should absolutely not 
extend his visa.

“I am renewing my call on the Government to 
expel the Russian Ambassador because this is the 
crunch moment where the Government has a 
choice. 

“At a time [when] we are seeing 25,000 
Ukrainians coming to Ireland and fleeing the war, it’s 
appalling that we might even contemplate the 
extension of a visa for the Ambassador.

“The choice for the Government is clear. They 
need to step up and make the choice and not renew 
his visa.”

The Russian Embassy and the Taoiseach were 
contacted for comment.

views ivana Bacik

FroM page one

€400-a-month to 
house refugees
by Ferghal Blaney Political Editor

GOvERnMEnT leaders have agreed to pay €400-a- 
month to every home hosting Ukrainian refugees.

The scheme will require some legislation so it is 
expected that the first payments will not start 
landing in bank accounts until July. 

However, generous hosts who have opened their 
homes can expect a considerable cash bonanza at 
that stage as back pay of full arrears will be paid 
from then.

The scheme will cost between €20million and 
€50million for this year.

It will still have to be formally applied for to ensure 
it isn’t abused and all applicants must be tax 
compliant.

The payments will not be given out to anyone who 
is charging rent and commercial enterprises will be 
excluded.
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