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Two men who brought‘dead’ OAP to collect his pension
claim he passed away inside County Carlow post office

TRAGIC:
Peadar Doyle’s body is
removed from Hosey’s
Post Office and (above)
his nephew Declan
Haughney who brought
the OAP to collect his
pension
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PROBE: GARDAI QUESTION PAIR AS ON

‘We’re hardly goin

man down the roa
EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL

TWO MEN under investigation over
suspicions they brought a dead
man to the post office to claim his
pension yesterday insisted to the
Sunday World: “He was alive when
we left the house.”

DRINKING
PASSED OUT:
Gareth Coakley
said Peadar was
alive when they
left the house

One of the men, Gareth Coakley, told
the Sunday World they had given the
deceased man, Peadar Doyle, “a glass
of water to drink before we left”.

Peadar’s nephew Declan Haughney, who
was also at the post office, was bleeding
freely from a number of facial wounds
as he told this newspaper he had been
‘attacked’ over what had been said about
him on social media.
A post-mortem was carried out yesterday on the remains of 66-year-old former
painter Peadar.
It confirmed his passing was not suspicious and estimated the time of death as
having occurred on Friday morning.
Peadar had been brought into Hosey’s shop
in Carlow at 11am on Friday, propped up by
his nephew Declan Haughney and Gareth, to
collect his pension. But the men dropped him
after Gareth said Peadar became “heavier and
heavier” and “I couldn’t hold him anymore”.
Speaking with the Sunday World, Gareth
said he had stayed over at Peadar’s with
Declan on Thursday night and had agreed
to help him bring the pensioner to the post
office on Friday morning.

TWO MEN WHO
CARRIED CORPSE
CLAIM THEY GAVE
DECEASED WATER
BEFORE LEAVING
TO COLLECT CASH

SICK
“I was in the house drinking, right,” he
said. “I was minding me own business and
I passed out at about 12 o’clock.”
Gareth said the next morning Declan
went to the post office to collect Peadar’s
money,
“He (Declan) had asked the woman in the
post office if he could collect the payment
and she said: ‘No, you may bring him down.’
“He told her he was sick, but they
wouldn’t listen. So then Deccy asked if I
would give him a hand to bring him down
because they wouldn’t pay him.
“I was to go upstairs and put the man’s
runners on and he (Declan) goes: ‘Will you
go downstairs and get me a glass of water.’
“And we gave him the drink of water and
that. And then we sort of had to lift him up
and bring him the whole way down to the post
office but sure he never even got the chance
to get his money.
“He probably died in the post office – at
the ice-cream freezer, I’d say that’s where
he dropped off.”
Asked whether Peadar had been talking
while in his bedroom, Gareth said he had.
A man who identified himself as Gareth’s
relative said he had just been to the Garda
station with Gareth to give a statement.

Gareth continued: “The papers are saying he was already dead but that’s bullsh*t.
“He was alive – 100 per cent.
“We’re hardly going to drag a dead man
down the road, for f**k sake. He was still
alive, and the autopsy will prove there was
water in his system and what time he died.
“What’s going on social media is destroying me family name!
“And that’s the reason I went down to
the Garda station and the garda shook our

hands and said thanks for the information.”
Asked what exactly happened in the post office, Gareth said: “He got heavier and heavier
and then he started falling to the floor and I
couldn’t hold him anymore.
“People tried to save him.
“I called for an ambulance and they
asked if there was defibrillator there.
“I said ‘no’ but there was one across the
road in the community centre.
“And a woman ran across to the commu-

died in the Post Office
}–Heatprobably
the ice-cream freezer, I’d say
that’s where he dropped off~

nity centre and got the defibrillator, but it
was way too late — he was gone by then.”

MONEY
Gareth’s relative continued: “He (Gareth)
seen the dead body and he freaked out and
he said: ‘Deccy, I don’t know what to do
here man and I’m going to go.”
Gareth continued: “I said I’m sorry about
your uncle man, see you after!
“I was only doing him a favour by helping
to bring his uncle down to get his money.
But he died there. I’ve told the guards
everything and people might call me a rat
but f**k that. My family’s name is being
destroyed over this. It’s a f**king joke.”
As our reporter was speaking with Gareth
and his brother, Declan Haughney approached
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E IS LEFT BLOODIED OVER INCIDENT

g to drag a dead
ad, for f**k sake...

‘

BLEEDING

FACE CUTS: Declan
Haughney tells our
reporter he was
attacked due to social
media comments

SHOCKING: The
body of Peadar Doyle
being removed from
the post office (inset)

ATTACK

BEATEN: A
bloodied Declan
Haughney, who
claims he was
assaulted over
the incident

bleeding freely from a number
of facial wounds and gashes.
When we put what Gareth
had told us to Declan Haughney, he told us: “He was … yeah.
I’m after being beat up over this.”
We called to the post office in
Hosey’s shop yesterday but staff
there declined to comment.
Similarly, Peadar’s Doyle’s brother Christopher declined to comment, while a young man who
answered the door at the home of
Peadar’s sister Noleen said the family did not wish to speak to the media.
Friends of Peadar’s yesterday told
the Sunday World that Peadar and
his brother Lawrence, who were both
talented painters by trade, had lived

at number 199 Pollerton Road for decades.
Peadar also helped rear his nephew Declan
at that address.
Peadar suffered from heart-related medical difficulties and Lawrence helped care
for him. But tragedy befell the brothers
when Lawrence was diagnosed with cancer.
Lawrence subsequently died on October
4, 2020 at St. Luke’s Hospital.
A neighbour of Peadar’s yesterday described him as a quiet and gentle old man.
“My best memory of Peadar is from last
summer,” she said.
“It’s so sad what’s after happening. Him and
Lawrence were just lovely.”
There have been no arrests so far in the
case. Both Gareth Coakley and Declan
Haughney were interviewed by gardaí and HOME: Peadar Doyle’s house in Carlow
have given statements.
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Marlo murder suspect John Mangan sent chilling text
messages just days before he escaped from prison
FULL SHOCKING STORY SEE PAGES 10&11
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MANHUNT: DOUBLE MURDER SUSPEC
EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL

CRIME JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

IRELAND’S most wanted
criminal John Mangan
fled Loughan House open
prison after being caught
with a contraband ‘burner’
phone — because it links
him to death threats
against an innocent family
that could land him another
10 years in prison.
In a series of shock revelations, and as the manhunt for
the 53-year-old double-murder
suspect enters its sixth day,
the Sunday World today:

l Carries the only interview
with the man whose family
members have been threatened
with death by Mangan;
l Publishes screen grabs of texts

sent by the convicted drug dealer,
from inside the open prison, threatening to abscond and burn the man’s
family out of their home;
l Reveals how the threats have
been ongoing for two months and began with Mangan phoning the man
‘out of the blue’ in August to claim
his son owes him ’€12,000 for drugs;’
l And, finally, tells how Mangan
sent an associate to the man’s north
Dublin home on Wednesday – the
day after we broke the story of his
escape from Loughan House on
sundayworld.com – demanding
€10,000 in cash from him.
Mangan, who was previously
named in court as being involved
in the murders of Martin ‘Marlo’
Hyland and innocent plumber
Anthony Campbell, fled Loughan
House open prison on Monday night.
He had been moved to the Co Cavan facility to serve out the final four
years of a 14-year sentence imposed
on gun and drug related convictions.

BURNERS
Mangan had been placed in the
open jail after he was deemed to be
low risk of absconding ahead of his
scheduled release in January 2024.
But unbeknownst to prison bosses,
Mangan has, since August, been using a contraband phone, commonly
referred to ‘burners’, to inflict terror
on a Dublin family in a bid to extort
the sum of €12,000 from them.
“This all started about two months
ago,” the victim told the Sunday
World.
“It was out of the blue and he
contacted me on a different number
altogether.
“It was an 089 number as well.
“It was a voice call and it was
basically to say: ‘Your son owes me
money for drugs … for cocaine’ and
he wanted €12,000 or my son was
getting a bullet in the head.
“At the beginning I thought it was
a joke because when that guy was
sentenced 13 years ago, my son was 13.
So I did think it was a joke until I made
some inquiries of my own.
“And I was able to check on
whether he was who he said
he was.
“A friend of a friend was
able to speak to someone
down there and they
told me he was there.
“And I was told he
was a sociopath, not
a psychopath, a sociopath – those were
the words that were
relayed back to me.”
The man said he
told his son, who has
a family of his own
and a full-time job,
what Mangan had alleged and his son didn’t
know what he was talking about. “I know my son
and I know when he’s lying
and he wasn’t lying. He had

RUNAWAY
PRISONER’S
PHONE
DEATH
THREATS
CAPTION:
Jasdkfhkjasdhfkajsgfksjhfgaksjdfhgaskjdfhgsdfghsadf

SINISTER

FLED: John
Mangan was named
in court as being
involved in the
murders of Martin
‘Marlo’ Hyland and
innocent plumber
Anthony Campbell

‘Sociopath’ John Mangan used burner inside jail
to terrorise family over E12K he claims he is owed
OPEN PRISON:
Loughan House in
Co Cavan, where
Mangan escaped

no idea who this fella was.
“My generation would have
known who this lad [Mangan]
was. But the generation after,
they wouldn’t have a clue
who he is.”
The man said he tried to
speak to Mangan and tell
him that his son didn’t
owe him anything but
it was no good.
“I tried to ask him
[Mangan] what this
was about. I tried to ask
all those questions but I
wasn’t given any answers.
“I was told he owes it
and that he wanted it and
that was the end of it, basically.”
The man said after the
initial contact, things went
quiet until it kicked off again in

earnest again two weeks ago.
“It started with private calls and
then there were calls off Whatsapp,”
the man told the Sunday World.
“As you can see in the screenshots
of the messages, I told him to leave
us alone and that this was nothing
to do with us.

CONTACT
“I don’t know where he got it into
his head that my son owes him this
money.
“When he started again two weeks
ago, it was: “I want my f**king money or your son’s getting it.
“I’m not in that lifestyle but I know
what ‘getting it’ means.
“And I fear for my son.”
The man said, in a bid to end the
threats, he cut off contact by refusing to answer the phone.
He said Mangan then began tex-

ting him from an 089 number on
Whatspp.
One series of messages exchanged
between Mangan’s burner phone and
the man’s number over a two hour
period on a single day reads:
15.09 Mangan – ‘You answer ur
f**kin phone or I swear I’ll leave
here and head straight for you.’
15.21 Man – ‘Leave us alone.’
15.41 Mangan – ‘Leave you alone.
I’ll burn your rat family out of
*******.’
16.34 Missed call from Mangan’s
phone.
16.36 Man - ‘Stop ring [sic], just
leave us alone.’
16.36 Missed call from Mangan’s
phone.
16.38 Man – ‘Look this need to
stop.’
16.44 Mangan –‘ Your getting it.
You and your rat family.’
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CT SENT CHILLING MESSAGES TO DAD

11

EMAIL THAT
LED TO HUNT
FOR PHONE

S

TERRIFYING

SCREENSHOTS: The
messages sent from Mangan’s
burner to the man’s phone

I’m not in
}
that lifestyle

GUNNED DOWN: Martin ‘Marlo’ Hyland was shot dead in December 2006

but I know
what ‘getting
it’ means... I
fear for my
son~
CUFFED: John
Mangan arriving at
court for a
sentence hearing

THE man whose family is under threat
from fugitive double-murder suspect John
Mangan emailed the Irish Prison Service
on Monday, sparking the search of the
convicted drug dealer’s cell that led to the
discovery of the burner phone.
In his email, he wrote: “My family are
being harassed by a prisoner at Loughan
House in Cavan.
“I do not want to give my address as I
have already had strange vehicles pass by
my home since this has began but I live
in north Dublin.
“Over the past week I have received unwanted calls and texts from John Mangan
in relation to my son. They were first from
an 089 number and continued with private
number calls when I blocked his number.
“Mr Mangan is under the belief my son
owes him money which is not the case.
“We have not been to An Garda Siochana
because we do not want to make statements and have our lives ruined.
“But I cannot deal with this mental torture
a minute longer. The fact that you allow
prisoners phones with internet access is
beyond belief.

RESPONSE

Asked why he didn’t go to the gardai,
the man responds: “The area where
I’m from, it’s still not an area where
you can go to the guards and make a
statement, and then afterwards live
with your neighbours as if nothing
has happened.
“After the texts, the private
numbers started ringing me and
I thought then, this needs to stop.

SEARCHED
“My wife had been to the doctor
and was put on tablets for her
nerves. The only reason I’m not
taking those tablets is because I
need to stay alert even though I
haven’t been able to get any sleep
in a long time.”
Out of options and acting out of
utter desperation, the man said he
contacted the Irish Prison Service

by email and informed them that
Mangan had a contraband phone
in Loughan House which he was
using to threaten him.
“There’s no point in me denying
I did that.
“The man Mangan sent to my
door on Wednesday told me he
knows it was me who reported him,
he said: ‘Johnny knows it was you.’
“What I’m told by the friend of a
friend who is in Loughan House is
that five prison officers went into
Mangan’s room to do the search.
“They searched the room and
found the phone.
“And then they left him to his own
devices in the prison.
“I just can’t understand that.
“They found the phone, but then
they left him there to escape later
that night. I don’t see how that
makes any sense at all.

“There are cells down there
where people can be locked in,
so, why wasn’t he put in there?”
The man said when Mangan’s
associate called to his home on
Wednesday, he was told: ‘He knows
it was you [who reported him to
the Prison Service] and he wants
his money.’

CAPABLE
“I told him I’d try and get it for
him,” the man continued.
“What else could I do or say?
“If someone is at your door and
you know what they are capable of
… what else can you say?
“No?
“I mean what else could I say?
“I don’t have that money.
“All I can hope is they catch him
and that ends this.”

“I have attached the screenshots of the
texts and calls from this man. I cannot attach the blocked number calls as I cannot
show they are all from him.
“We want and need this dealt with.
“Our family is being ruined by this man.
“You cannot let it continue.”
In the hours after receiving the email,
the Irish Prison Services’ Operations Unit
ordered a search of Mangan’s room during
which the burner phone was recovered.
It’s understood the number on the burner
phone matched that on the threatening
messages attached to the man’s email.
The Irish Prison Services Operations
Unit’s emailed a response to the man’s
email on Tuesday.
This email read: “Thanks you for your
email below. We started investigating your
allegations about Mr Mangan contacting
you via a mobile phone.
“Unfortunately, Mr Mangan absconded
from Loughan House last night. The gardai
in ******* Garda Station have been informed.
“If you have concerns for your safety or
your family, I recommend that you contact
your local garda station.
“I will notify you again once Mr Mangan
is located and returned to custody. If you
wish, you can ring me at the number below.”
It is suspected that Mangan is currently
hiding out in north Dublin and is being
aided by criminal accomplices.
Before he absconded, the thug was
serving 10 years for a firearms offence on
top of a 14-year drugs sentence imposed
on him in 2009.

EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL
The 53-year-old of Whitestown Green,
Blanchardstown, was among dozens of
criminals arrested in relation to the shocking double murder of Hyland and Anthony
Campbell in December 2006, but gardai
did not charge him despite considering
him a suspect.
In March 2012, journalist Paul Williams
gave evidence in Dublin Circuit Criminal
Court alleging Willie Hynes and John
Mangan were responsible for the double
murder, and that the late Eamon The Don’
Dunne acted as the getaway driver.
The reporter said two former lieutenants
of Hyland were allegedly involved in the
murders and named them as Hynes and
Mangan. Mangan was a key member of
the gang that was led by Hyland.
He and his close associate, Finglas
criminal William Hynes, were snared after
a massive operation by gardai at Brown’s
Barn, south Dublin, on July 31, 2006.
More than €2m worth of cannabis resin
was seized by gardai in 14 boxes split
between a Ford Transit van and an Opel
Astra car in Brown’s Barn public house car
park. The two men were arrested nearby.
After a lengthy trial in November 2009,
Judge Patrick McCartan imposed a 12year sentence on Hynes and a 14-year
sentence on Mangan.
When the Brown’s Barn seizure happened
in 2006 both Hynes and Mangan were on
bail for other serious offences linked to
Marlo’s crew.
Gardai believe the Brown’s Barn bust directly led to the murder of Hyland because
gang members suspected that Marlo was
touting to gardai.
The capture was part of the gardai’s
Operation Oak which targeted Hyland’s
gang and led to 41 arrests and 26 charges.
Five months before that, Mangan was
arrested in Drumcondra and was caught
with more than €300,000 of cannabis.
When he was arrested on that occasion
and asked what was in the bag, he replied:
“Hash, what do you think? That’s what
happens when you owe people money.”
He said “the job” was worth €2,000 to
him off a €9,000 debt.
Eight months after Hyland and Anthony
Campbell were shot dead, Mangan was
arrested with a loaded Luger pistol down
his trousers in the Comet pub in Santry in
August 2007. He was on bail on the two
charges of possession of cannabis at
this time.
Mangan told gardai his life had been
threatened between eight and 10 times
that year and he was carrying the pistol
for his safety.
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TILL DEATH
DO US
PART...
NEWLYWED:
Dermot McArdle and
his new bride Claire
and (inset below)
McArdle and his first
wife Kelly-Ann
on their wedding day

n Killer Dermot McArdle
marries again just yards
from first bride’s grave

FULL
STORY

SEE PAGES
6&7

n Brute pushed wife
Kelly-Ann from Spanish
hotel balcony in 2000
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WHITE WEDDING: SECOND MARRIAGE
He is
}
celebrating

ALL SMILES:
McArdle and
Claire Dollard
outside the
church after
their wedding

his second
wedding in
the same
hotel where
he had
Kelly-Ann’s
funeral
meal~

BEAMING:
Bride Claire
Dollard poses
for pictures

HUSBAND
AND WIFE
NEWLY WED:
McArdle and his
new bride Claire

Wife killer Dermot McArdle
gets married again ... in the
church just yards from where
his first bride Kelly-Ann was
buried in her wedding dress

OVER HER
CONVICTED WIFE KILLER Dermot
McArdle has married for a second
time in a church wedding – yards
from the grave where his first wife
lies buried in her wedding dress.

The 53-year-old, who was convicted
of the manslaughter of first wife.
Kelly-Ann Corcoran, married long-term
partner Claire Dollard in St Fursey’s
Church in Dundalk, Co. Louth, on
Friday.

The church is located next to the cemetery where Kelly-Ann lies at rest – under a
headstone bearing the simple inscription
‘Kelly-Ann McArdle – died 14th February
2000 aged 29 years’.
Kelly-Ann fell to her death after being
pushed by McArdle on the balcony of the
couple’s fourth-floor hotel room in the
upmarket Costa del Sol resort of Marbella
on February 11, 2000.
Later on Friday, McArdle and new bride

EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL

Claire held their wedding reception in the
nearby Fairways Hotel – where less than
two decades ago he held the funeral meal
after Kelly-Ann’s burial.
A source – who was close to Kelly-Ann
during her too short life – later blasted killer
McArdle’s decision to hold the wedding in the
church where Kelly-Ann’s funeral took place.
“If you divorce your wife, they won’t let
you remarry in a Catholic church,” he said.

INSULTING
“But if you kill your wife, they will let
you get married in a church that isn’t even
40 yards from the grave of the woman you
killed.
“That isn’t right, and it’s worse than
insulting to Kelly-Ann’s memory.
“Kelly-Ann wore her wedding dress in
the coffin … did you know that?
“And this evening he [McArdle] is cele-

brating his second wedding in the same hotel where he had Kelly-Ann’s funeral meal.
“It’s disrespectful. Who would do that?”
Despite the proximity of his first wife’s grave,
all thoughts of Kelly-Ann’s death seemed to
have been put firmly behind McArdle on
Friday as the beaming wife killer chatted
happily with guests in the summer sunshine.
The former factory manager had retreated inside the cross-shaped stone church by
the time bride Claire Dollard – who has
been in a relationship with McArdle for
more than a decade – arrived at the church
shortly before 2.30pm in a vintage Bentley.
Dollard was pictured by the Sunday World
leaving the Fairways Hotel in a white
wedding gown minutes earlier smiling
delightedly as she stepped into the yellow
wedding car.
The ceremony itself lasted approximately
45 minutes, but moments before the couple
were due to leave the church a group of four
young men approached a Sunday World
photographer – who parked across the road

from the church – and demanded he leave.
When the photographer informed the
men he was entitled to park on the lay-by
as it was a public place, the group became
verbally abusive and physically threatening – with one even trying to enter the
photographer’s vehicle.
In the face of mounting aggression, our
man was forced to drive away – but not
before he captured a picture of Ms Dollard
grimacing at him as she left the church.

CAPTURED
A second Sunday World team, who were
parked further down the road, then drove
by, capturing images of McArdle speaking
with guests outside the church.
A short time later, we also captured images of killer McArdle and his new bride
posing for pictures down by the coast in
the seaside town.
Again, one of our photographers was
subjected to aggression and abuse by
male members of the wedding party as he
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FOR MANSLAUGHTER RAP HUSBAND

TRAGIC END: Dermot
McArdle and Kelly-Ann
on their wedding day

TOO CLOSE

LOVING MEMORY:
Kelly-Ann is laid
to rest beside the
wedding church

FINAL JOURNEY:
McArdle (left) at
Kelly-Ann’s funeral

WED BODY
attempted to do his job.
Wife-killer McArdle is himself no stranger to
hostility when it comes to the media.
He was previously convicted of assaulting
photographer Jenny Matthews at Haynestown, Dundalk, Co. Louth, on January
9, 2010.
Ms Matthews was on an assignment
waiting to get pictures of the defendant
on that date.
The court heard how after McArdle
spotted her taking pictures near his
house, he grabbed her and forcibly
took her camera.

STRUGGLE

FELL TO HER
DEATH: The hotel
in Marbella where
Kelly-Ann was killed

During the struggle she had fallen
on her knee and been struck by the
camera to her face.
She claimed that after taking the camera, he had said: “You’re not so tough now
without your camera”.
But it is McArdle’s conviction for killing
wife Kelly-Ann that he became notorious.

He was convicted of her manslaughter in
2008 after a Spanish court found her fall from
the couple’s fourth-floor balcony in Marbella
had occurred as the result of a row.
The jury of nine voted by a majority of 7 to 2
to convict the then 39-year-old Dundalk father
of causing the death of his wife Kelly-Anne
Corcoran during a heated argument on the
evening of February 11th 2000, the day the
family arrived on holiday on the Costa del Sol.
The jury found that, as the argument escalated, McArdle pushed his wife on the balcony
of their hotel room, causing her to fall over
the rails.
In a very detailed statement, the jury foreman explained that on the basis of the evidence submitted, they believed that McArdle
“did not set out deliberately to kill his wife”
and therefore it could no convict him of her
murder.
However, it also rejected as “highly implausible” his version that Kelly-Ann tripped and
fell to her death in trying to prevent their son
from leaning over the rail.

WEDDING
APTION:
ALBUM:
Claire
jksdgafkSum
Dollard
gets
et eos alibus,
ready
for
suntyxphotos
by
cycyux
the sea
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MARRIAGE: LOCAL PRIEST REFUSES TO

FAMILY’S GRA
WIFE NO.1

FLASHBACK: Dermot
McArdle carries the
coffin of his late wife
Kelly-Ann Corcoran

KILLED IN ROW:
Kelly-Ann Corcoran
and husband
Dermot McArdle

EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL

THE family of slain Kelly-Ann
Corcoran are seeking answers from the Catholic
Church as to why killer husband Dermot McArdle was
allowed to remarry in the
church adjacent to the graveyard in which she rests.

A source close to the family has
confirmed an intermediary had
written to both the Archbishop
of Armagh Eamon Martin and
Pope Francis in Rome seeking clarification as to whether
Church law was complied with
in allowing the wedding at St
Fursey’s Church, co Louth.

The source described the decision to allow McArdle to remarry
on the same consecrated ground
where Kelly-Ann rests as “hugely
concerning”.
It’s understood the family are
also seeking answers as to why the
wedding took place in St Fursey’s
when the parish of Haggardstown
and Blackrock also has a second
church – St Oliver Plunkett’s Church
– which was not in use at the time of
McArdle’s wedding.

PARTNER
They have also asked for clarification on whether Canon Law dictates
that a divorcee cannot remarry in a
church, whereas a man convicted of
killing his first wife can.
The Sunday World this week attempted to put some of these questions
to parish priest Fr. Padraig Keenan,
who celebrated McArdle’s wedding to
long-term partner Claire Dollard in
St. Fursey’s Church in Haggardstown
on Friday of last week.
We approached Fr Keenan this
week as he exited St Oliver Plunkett’s
Church after a separate wedding.
After our reporter identified himself, he told Fr Keenan: “I wanted
to ask you some questions about the
wedding you celebrated involving
Dermot McArdle in St Fursey’s
last Friday.”
Fr Keenan replied: “No!”
The priest then continued walking
towards his car.

Letters sent to archbishop and to the Pope
after wife-killer’s wedding near burial site
Asked if he was aware letters
concerning the wedding had been
sent to Archbishop Walsh and Pope
Francis on behalf of Corcoran family, Fr Keenan made no response.
McArdle (53) served just two years
in a Spanish prison after being
convicted of the manslaughter on
Kelly-Ann in Marbella on the first
night of a family holiday together.
He was convicted of her manslaughter in 2008 after a Spanish court found
her fall from the couple’s fourth-floor
balcony at the five-star Melia Don
Pepe Hotel had occurred as the result
of a row.
The jury of nine voted by a majority of seven to two to convict the then
39-year-old Dundalk father of causing the death of his wife Kelly-Ann
Corcoran during a heated argument

on the evening of February 11, 2000,
the day the family arrived on holiday on the Costa del Sol.
The jury found that, as the argument escalated, McArdle pushed
his wife on the balcony of their
hotel room, causing her to fall over
the rails.

EXPERTS
In a very detailed statement, the
jury foreman explained that on the
basis of the evidence submitted,
they believed that McArdle “did not
set out deliberately to kill his wife”
and therefore could not convict him
of her murder.
However, it also rejected as “highly implausible” his version that
Kelly-Ann tripped and fell to her
death in trying to prevent their son

from leaning over the rail.
The jury was satisfied that the reconstruction of the fall by police and
forensic experts had showed that she
could not have fallen over the rail on
her own as alleged by the defence.
The jury foreman summarised
the findings and explained that,
based on the evidence, the jury
was satisfied that “in the heat
of an argument which turned
violent” and which was heard by
at least two witnesses, McArdle
“pushed his wife on the balcony
of their hotel room, causing her
to fall over the rail”.
Kelly-Ann died from her injuries
two days later.
It was also alleged to the court that
prior to Kelly-Ann’s death McArdle
had been abusive towards his wife
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– but this was denied by McArdle’s
sister.
McArdle claimed his wife fell in
a freak accident.

COMMOTION
But Roy Haines, an Englishman
staying in the room next door, remembered things differently. He told
the court that prior to Kelly-Ann
fatal fall he heard a commotion that
sounded like arguing.
He said he went out onto his
balcony and saw a man holding a
woman “above his head”.
“I told him to put her down,” he
told the court,
“I went inside and shut the door.”
Soon after, he said, he heard cries
for help.
“There was nothing we could do.

She was down.”
The court heard as an infant
McArdle’s son had told a relative his
dad had “pushed” his mum.
Kelly-Ann’s brother-in-law, Peter
Moran, gave evidence that then
three-year-old Mark told him on his
return to Dundalk: “Daddy bold,
Daddy pushed Mammy.”
McArdle had claimed Kelly-Ann
saw her son on the balcony and went
to grab him before tripping and
falling over the railing.
He said he grabbed her arm but
was unable to hold her and said in
his evidence “We are Catholics and
we would not lie.”
But the jury found against him –an
acknowledgment that Catholics are
every bit as capable of lying to save
their skins as anyone else.
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