As 10 are massacred in Buffalo and 21 are shot in
Wisconsin . . . a 16-year-old boy dies in Chicago
After another weekend of mass shootings in the US, doing
nothing is not an option

In 2020 there were 19,384 gun-related murders as well as more than 24,000
gun-related suicides.

Martin Wall, in Chicago
Fri May 20 2022
Seandell Holliday wanted to be a musician and to open his own studio. However, in
a list of career goals he set out in his school he included a rider, “if I make it to 21”.

Asked by his teacher why he had included this condition the 16-year-old youth
replied that a lot of things happened in Chicago and that "you see so many kids lose
their lives at early ages".
Last Saturday evening, Seandell Holliday was shot dead at the centre of one of
Chicago’s main tourist areas.
In a weekend of carnage across different parts of the United States, he was one
victim among many.
The mass murders in Buffalo which left 10 people dead following an attack by a
heavily-armed gunman – in what police maintain was a racially motivated hate
crime – generated worldwide headlines.
The fact that the suspect was 18 years old, had driven more than 300km from his
home town, had live streamed the attack and had authored a hate-filled manifesto
based around false conspiracies about the white population being replaced by
immigrants, shocked many in America and raised new questions about the rhetoric
of some politicians and media figures.
However, overall across America, at least 14 people were killed last weekend in
mass shootings and nearly 40 were wounded.
And the toll could have been much higher.
In Laguna Woods, in southern California, one person was killed and five injured at a
Taiwanese church in what authorities believe was an attack motivated by political
hatred of Taiwan. Officials said the suspect secured some church doors with chains,
attempted to nail another closed and sought to disable locks with superglue.
Two semi-automatic pistols and incendiary devices similar to Molotov cocktails
were found nearby.
A potential large-scale massacre was averted when the attacker’s gun appeared to
jam and he was overpowered by parishioners at the church.
Separately at a bustling flea market in Houston, Texas, on Sunday, where thousands
of people were shopping, a gun fight broke out, killing two people and leaving three
others critically injured.
The weekend of violence had started on Friday night in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
when 21 people were shot in three separate incidents that occurred in a downtown
area where thousands had gathered to watch a basketball game. Police said a row
broke out on the street between two groups which led to an exchange of gunfire that

left 17 people injured. Over the next two hours there were two other shootings that
left an additional four people wounded.

JaShawn Hill of Chicago Survivors.
America has experienced many gun atrocities, some linked directly to white
supremacy and racial bigotry including the attack in Buffalo, on the synagogue in
Pittsburgh in 2018 and the church in Charleston in 2015. Others seemed to stem
from other forms of hatred and rage.
However below the level of these major attacks is the gun violence that is taking
place on a daily basis. In 2020 there were 19,384 gun-related murders as well as
more than 24,000 gun-related suicides. In that year more Americans died of gunrelated injuries than in any other year on record.
Over the subsequent years, the numbers have fluctuated but the gun deaths have
continued.
US president Joe Biden again this week said he wanted to see weapons of war taken
off the streets. However the reality is he does not have the votes in congress to
introduce comprehensive gun reforms. Republicans have condemned the Buffalo
attack but senior figures have questioned why the government would want to go
after law abiding Americans and their second amendment rights to possess firearms.

For gun reforms to be put in place, Biden would need all Democratic party senators
and 10 Republicans to back such measures. In the run up to elections in November,
that is unlikely. Little, it would appear, is likely to change the short term at least.
At the University of Chicago there is an institution called the Crime Lab which
tracks the levels of violence and designs and tests potential public sector responses
to this problem.
From an Irish perspective, the official figures on the levels of gun violence in
Chicago are astronomical
Nearly 800 people in the city were shot dead last year. Overall, there were in excess
of 3,500 shooting incidents, or almost 10 every day. So far this year, more than 200
people have been killed. Five died last weekend alone.
Crime Lab director Jens Ludwig says, for the black community in Chicago, last year
saw more homicides than any other year on record. He says gun violence is linked to
racial inequality and poverty and needs a fundamental re-thinking about policing.
Over recent years, two areas in Chicago greatly affected by violence and homicides
were Englewood, and East and West Garfield Park.
An organisation called Chicago Survivors works with the families of the victims of
gun deaths living in these and other communities. The organisation has responded to
more than 1,300 homicides in the last two years, providing 2,000 hours of
counselling.
Its director of clinical services, JaShawn Hill, who has seen two close relatives shot
dead over recent years, agreed to meet The Irish Times at a church on the south side
of the city.
The taxi driver, on receiving the address, warned we would be passing though “some
neighbourhoods that are not great”. It was mid afternoon, but he made it clear if it
was dark he would not drive through these locations at all.
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Along Garfield there were some houses that were boarded up, in some places it
appeared properties had been demolished and there seemed a general air of a
community that needed investment. However, life was going on. Children were
being collected from school, people were doing their shopping.
At the church in a nearby Mexican neighbourhood, Hill says her organisation is
dispatched by the police to the location of homicides to work with the grieving
families. She says it helps families with funeral planning or with going to the
coroner and to advise them of their rights. It assists survivors to access emergency
funds, where necessary. She points out in some cases the deceased may have been
the sole bread winner.
She says she wanted to become a therapist after her brother was killed in 2008 in an
unsolved murder. Some people had “come back years later for my brother for
something years ago that the streets say happened”. Tragedy struck her family again
last year when her cousin was shot dead in a mass shooting in the city.
Her eyes moisten as she tells the story: “I lost my cousin. He was like a brother. He
was the only male cousin after my brother. They were the only two boys. He had just
moved his family to a south suburb as he recognised the violence was escalating in
his old neighbourhood [when he was killed].”

Hill says there are so many issues behind the violence – untreated trauma, lack of
access to healthcare, limited resources to provide a pathway out of poverty.
However, she says at the root of most is the need for better mental health services.
She says the pandemic and its associated lockdowns also contributed.
She is not surprised the violence is escalating as the young generation is saying,
“you did not pay attention to us and we are going to make you feel the heat”.
She says the type of violence is worsening. “I am 41. [When I was younger] you did
not worry about getting shot – knives were what you were afraid of. You were afraid
you might get stuck, you might get cut. You did not worry about getting shot. That
was a high level consequence for an action the community thought was
unacceptable.”
She says now there are more people about “who are untreated, hypervigilant,
paranoid [and] respond with weapons”.
Hill also maintains that while gentrification of parts of Chicago has been very good
for the city, it has had a downside. Homes for poor communities were torn down in
the process and people moved to the suburbs without proper preparation for their
new environments.
Eric Ward is a senior fellow at the Southern Poverty Law Center and executive
director of the Western States Center, organisations which monitor and seek to
tackle hate crime. He says the scale of violence in the United States is horrifying. "It
is so normalised now in the US that people are barely phased by it. In terms of gun
violence, it is almost like a soft war where you quickly normalise it and become
accustomed to the deaths and injury around it. It is now happening at a societal level.
It is quite frightening."
He believes there is more to the phenomenon than just easy access to guns – there
are other parts of the world where people can get firearms readily without
experiencing the mass shootings seen in the United States. “I think the other things
that are going on are America has an obsession with violence and it has largely come
from the rhetoric of elected officials and the entertainment sector. It has had an
incredible influence.”
Ward says researchers believe most mass shootings in America are not motivated by
overt forms of bigotry. “However, increasingly in the United States, we are
documenting they are motivated by prejudices due to race religion, gender, sexual
orientation and national identity. It is quite concerning that we are identifying more
acts like this at the same time elected officials are steeping an environment that
encourages and makes space for violence.”

The president went to Buffalo this week following the murders there and in a stirring
speech promised that evil would not win and hate would not prevail. He urged
Americans to reject the “poison” of white supremacy.
However, Ward believes more political violence is inevitable. He says the federal
government needs to step up its actions. He says one third of Americans believe in
some form of the great replacement theory. He says this is a belief that there is a
secret Jewish conspiracy to destroy white American Christians. “Violence
surrounding replacement theory is not an aberration, it is a feature of that antiSemitic conspiracy. We will absolutely see more acts of mass violence.”
He says all Americans should campaign to have politicians from the lowest to the
highest publicly reject the replacement theory. And he says the federal government
needs to rein in social media platforms that are allowing the violent rhetoric of
genocide to proliferate.
In Buffalo, Biden denounced what he termed domestic terrorism. In April, he
announced a crackdown on what are known as “ghost guns” – weapons that can be
made from kits at home and have no identifying serial numbers. However, in the
aftermath of the massacre last weekend, he acknowledged it would be difficult to get
the US congress to act on restricting access to guns.
He also condemned those “who spread the lie [of the replacement theory] for power,
political gain and for profit” – though he did not single out any of the right-wing
media personalities who have promoted this idea.
Back in Chicago, meanwhile, as it prepares for another weekend of shootings and
deaths, local Democratic congressman Mike Quigley says every day Chicagoans are
telling him about their worries over violence in the city. "They see it in their
neighbourhoods and tragically, many of them experience it in real time. Doing
nothing is simply not an option."

Even butterflies are casualties in Texas battle
over border controls
Conservation centre on Rio Grande forced to close after
online attacks by conspiracy theorists

A Texas National Guard Humvee stands watch just on the other side of the
border fence in Brownsville, Texas. Photograph: Jim Watson/AFP via Getty

Martin Wall, at the US/Mexican border
Mon Feb 21 2022
On the banks of the Rio Grande, two American soldiers in green and brown fatigues
stand guard in the afternoon sun.
Their four-wheel drive military vehicle, known as a Humvee, overlooks a slipway
used by law-enforcement agencies to launch boats to patrol the river.

A couple of hundred metres across the water is Mexico. In the view of the American
right, Mexico is the gateway for illegal immigrants to cross the border into the
United States.
In the run-up to elections, both national and local, later this year, immigration is an
especially hot issue.
Republicans contend that the administration of president Joe Biden has lost control
of the US's southern border.
In Texas, Republican governor Greg Abbott has come under criticism from those on
his right who claim he is not doing enough to prevent illegal immigrants crossing
over from Mexico.
The soldiers at the Rio Grande are part of a Texas national guard unit dispatched by
Abbott to the border as a show of force as much to his political critics locally as to
the people-smuggling gangs.

A man crosses over the Gateway international Bridge in Brownsville, Texas.
Photograph: Jim Watson/AFP via Getty
However, the national guard is not the only agency in the vicinity charged with
deterring illegal immigration.

There is a panoply of law enforcement bodies involved, including the border patrol,
local police, Texas game wardens, homeland security personnel and immigration
authorities, among others.
Border wall

To the rear of the national guard troops overlooking the river stands a segment of the
controversial border wall, designed to block unauthorised entry from Mexico to the
United States – a wall that has been under intermittent construction for about 25
years.
First commenced under Bill Clinton, intensified after the 9/11 attacks by George W
Bush and famously championed by Donald Trump, the project is continuing under
Biden.
The wall consists of bollards anchored in concrete panels with, in some places, metal
plates on top – which together can reach more than seven metres in height.
In some instances the wall is not at the border itself, but a couple of kilometres
inside US territory. At the segment where the national guard troops stand by their
Humvee at the Rio Grande, the wall has actually cut off a retirement community
who have to pass through it to go about their daily business.
About 40 hectares (100 acres) of land nearby, running down to the banks of the
river, is owned by the US National Butterfly Center, a non-profit organisation
dedicated to the study and conservation of wild butterflies in their natural habitats.
Marianna Trevino Wright, executive director of the centre, points to the security
installations as she drives around the perimeter of the property.
Beside the gear-shift stick in her car is a loaded handgun. She believes it is
necessary for security after the centre became the target of right-wing conspiracies
online, which maintained that its environmental activities were a cover for
something more sinister – people-smuggling, sex-trafficking and the abuse of
children.

Marianna Trevino Wright, executive director of the US National Butterfly
Center at Mission, Texas. Photograph: Martin Wall
The centre is a botanical garden that, over its 20-year history, has propagated 300
species of native plants and where about 240 different types of butterflies have been
spotted.
However, since late last month its doors have been closed to the public. The gate to
the main road is locked and in the driveway stands a police guard tower with
cameras on all sides.
Stirrings of trouble

The trouble for the centre began when it was slated to be on the route for the border
wall under the first tranche of funding allocated by Congress to Trump for the
project.
Trevino Wright says the centre objected after she found contractors in July 2017
clearing the ground on the property before even an opening letter had been received
from the government about the wall.
This objection, she says, drew the attention and ire of groups supportive of the
border wall. “It outraged those who want the border wall to run from sea to shining
sea, and they did not seem to care much that the project was being executed
illegally.”

It was widely reported in May 2019 that Jared Kushner, Trump's adviser and son in
law, had said at a meeting at the White House attended by Republican senators that
"we have solved the butterfly thing".
Trevino Wright said the centre had no idea what this comment meant.
Shortly afterwards, she says, an organisation known as We Build the Wall, which
was seeking private funding to build part of the Mexican border barrier, and which
was linked to former Trump strategist Steve Bannon, turned up in the locality "and
literally took aim at us".
“They began declaring on social media they had posted snipers in our bushes and
around our property. That there were dead bodies on our property; that we were
running an illegal smuggling operation and that we were cartel operatives.
“They claimed that I myself was selling women and children into sex slavery.
“All of these things provoked ire and outraged and led to threats and business
disruption and really awful things.”
Legal action for defamation is under way.
‘An altercation’

Trevino Wright says that, several weeks ago, a woman running for Congress in
Virginia "showed up here and provoked an altercation".
She says the woman was “reiterating all false statement that We Build the Wall had
made against us”.
Trevino Wright believes the butterfly centre is being used as a prop in a broader
political campaign. She says political operatives show up at the property “filming
propaganda videos and spreading lies that they are advancing online in their media
channels and chats”.
“They are basically using us as a backdrop, and we are honestly the perfect setting
for that – for the marriage of two terrible fairy tales – Grimm brothers epic-level
fairy tales – about the bad hombres they claim are pouring across Biden’s open
border, which does not exist, and paedophilia or child sex trafficking.”
Trevino Wright says she is fearful that someone could arrive at the butterfly centre
with guns and put her staff at risk.“These are the very same people who stormed the
US Capitol on January 6th. People who took the stage to incite the violence have
come to make videos outside the butterfly centre.”

A Texas National Guard Humvee stands watch just on the other side of the
border fence in Brownsville, Texas. Photograph: Jim Watson/AFP via Getty
The board of the centre is talking with private security firms about measures that
could be taken to allow it to reopen.
Asked if the centre will ever be the same again, Trevino Wright’s eyes fill with
tears. “It will be different in the future ... It has been hard to go through the
experiences we have gone through over the last few years and the threats we have
[experienced], and not be aware that you are walking around with a target on your
back.”
Just outside the property, Trevino Wright points to sections of the border wall built
under Trump and a section – slightly smaller in height – which she says was
constructed under the Biden administration.
The federal government maintains this portion is work being undertaken to upgrade
the levee system that protects residents in the Rio Grande valley from flooding from
the river.
Immigration activists, however, contend the work is really the continuation of
Trump’s border wall.

‘Great unifier’

At the University of Texas in Austin, Dr Jim Henson of the Texas Politics Project
and the department of government describes the twin issues of immigration and
border security as the "great unifier" among Republicans in the state.
“Immigration is highly salient among Republicans. They tend to favour stricter
border enforcement, lower levels of legal and illegal immigration and support even
the state paying for a wall.
“When we asked over the last dozen years of polling what is the most important
problem facing the state of Texas, among Republicans, immigration and border
security is routinely the response of above half.”
Henson says that as part of Texas governor Abbot’s preparations for the 2022
primary elections, the budget for overall spending on border security in the state
almost tripled, from $1 billion to close to $3 billion.
However, he says more than half of Texans maintain that is still not enough.
The grassroots conservative group True Texas Project is critical of the governor's
actions in securing the border.
The group's president, Fran Rhodes, says: "We believe the governor has the
authority under the constitution to control that border, and although the governor
talks about it a lot and the legislature has allocated a lot of money to it and we have
sent national guard troops down there, none of it is working.
“There are still thousands and thousands and thousands of illegals coming across
that border every day. And we feel like there is a way to [stop that], and governor
Abbot has not had to the courage to actually defy the federal government and go do
it.”
Rhodes says she does not have the specific answers as to what should be done at the
border. However, she says “people who are smarter than me do [have answers] and
one thing that has been suggested is to close down all the bridges and stop
commerce in order to force the Mexican side to do something about it.
“Half of this problem is on Mexico’s shoulders, and Mexico does not seem to have
any incentive to do anything to help stop it,” says Rhodes.

At the Pink House: the front line in America’s
battle over abortion
Clinic in Mississippi at centre of supreme court case
which could overturn Roe v Wade

The Jackson Women’s Health Organisation: the last abortion clinic in
Mississippi in Jackson, Mississippi. Photograph: Brendan Smialowski/AFP via
Getty

Martin Wall, in Jackson,Mississippi
Tue Feb 8 2022
It is mid-morning on a side street in the Fondren area of Jackson. A young woman
leaves a bright pink-coloured building and calls someone on her phone. A vehicle
pulls up and as she approaches it, a man who had been with some others just outside
the car park heads over and calls out loudly that she has “murder in her heart”.

The woman does not respond but the male driver gets out to confront the other man.
“How dare you threaten my girl... How dare you interfere in our business. You mind
your own damn business.”
The other man shouts back. He says the car driver should think about “the innocent
child” and try to save the baby.
Angrily the driver again urges the man to back off. He then jumps back into the car
and speeds off.

Pro-life activists wait for patients to arrive outside the Jackson Women’s
Health Organisation. Photograph: Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty
The altercation is over within a few seconds. In the side street the group of men
regroup and wait for the next vehicle to approach or leave the building.
The flamingo pink building, which stands beside a hotel and a strip of single-storey
shops and restaurants, is the Jackson Women's Health Organisation. It is the last
operational clinic providing abortions in the state of Mississippi.
The clinic is also at the centre of the landmark legal case before the supreme court in
Washington over a Mississippi law which seeks to ban abortions after 15 weeks.
Many legal experts believe the ruling next summer may lead to the unwinding or
dilution of the constitutional right to abortion in America established in the Roe v
Wade judgment nearly 50 years ago.

The clinic is located on a main road but the car park opens onto a side street. The
anti-abortion activists stand on that street and try to dissuade women from entering
the clinic. They cannot cross into the property themselves but women driving or
being driven to the clinic must pass them.
Just inside the threshold of the car park, four women in rainbow-coloured tops stand
waiting. They are the clinic escorts who, on a shift basis, seek to shield women
entering the premises from the anti-abortion activists on the road outside. All are
volunteers. Some are students, others waitresses who stand outside the pink building
in their spare time.
Kim Gibson is one of the volunteer escorts, or "defenders" as they are known, and is
present at the clinic most days. She is from Mississippi, and has been carrying out
this role since February 2017.
She says the primary reason she is there is that patients “do not deserve to be
harangued by strangers here. It happens at more clinics than just this one. People
have no idea this is going on and the general public generally has no idea what
happens outside these clinics.
“This is also where the rubber meets the road with regard to the legislation of
religion. This is just the beginning. Christian nationalism is a thing. This is where it
is starting... The legislation is starting here because it is the easiest to get passed.
The volunteer escorts co-ordinate with the operators of the clinics.
“We know when the patient is arriving,” says Gibson. “We greet them with a smile
and say ‘Hi, I am with the clinic.’ We find out when the appointment is. We go over
some rules of the clinic – no bags and things like that. I am very clear and we let
them know who those people outside are; that they cannot come on the property and
they [the patients] never have to listen to them or take anything they may be handing
out.”
As Gibson speaks to The Irish Times in the clinic car park, a man outside shouts
through the fence: “Who will stand up for the pre-born? Those who are being led to
the slaughter? Are you here just to get a story? Why don’t you tell the story of the
people who are being murdered here today? That is the real story – that this is a
crime scene. You just want to be here to interview people who are killing other
people.”
A volunteer escort plays loud music to drown him out.

On this morning the man outside is just shouting. Gibson says on other days the
group in the street outside have devices to amplify voices and sounds.
“Normally we have a PA speaker out there. A gentleman comes and does a show, as
we call it, at 8.30 in the morning; a 1,200-watt speaker is pointed at the clinic and it
goes on for half an hour.
“If it is raining, we get bullhorns, sometimes both. And huge five-foot signs of
Photoshopped ridiculousness.”
On this day there are three or four men on the road outside. Gibson says many of
those who regularly stand outside are travelling to an event elsewhere.
“Normally [there are] all kinds of people out there, men, women and children,
yelling, screaming about murdering your baby. You can have up to 30 at one time.
“Sometimes on Saturdays we have had over 100 people out there.”
A young woman is in the car park. She has driven eight hours from Texas, which has
introduced very restrictive abortion rules. Another woman had arrived at 6.30 that
morning, having driven three hours from the Gulf coast, to make sure she made her
appointment.

A volunteer, left, who escorts patients into the Jackson Women’s Health
Organisation, and pro-life activists wait for patients to arrive. Photograph:
Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty

Outside the car park a man paces up and down: “Don’t murder your child today,
ma’am. You have murder in your heart. You know that to be true. You need to
repent because the kingdom of God is at hand.
"Turn to Jesus Christ today. Why are you here to murder children? Why are you
here to do this wicked thing? Come onto Jesus Christ. You are not a victim. You are
choosing to do this of your free will. Your own will and desire to be selfish.
“I am pro the death of murderers. Put murderers to death.”
In the parlance of the American anti-abortion movement, the people who try to
dissuade women from entering the clinic are known as sidewalk counsellors.
Outside the gates a man in a grey jacket wearing an army medical corps baseball hat
– not the individual who was shouting – identifies himself as David Lane and says
they are there to intercede on behalf of the child – "the little baby who cannot talk".
“It is a little bitty human being. We come here in hope and prayer that people will
save their children.”
He says the sidewalk counsellors invite women planning to enter the clinic to go
instead to another facility just around the corner where they are provided with an
ultrasound and given details about child development and growth. He says there are
people who may want to adopt children.
He claims about 85-90 per cent of women who go to the nearby pregnancy advice
centre, “after they see an ultrasound, and see the feet and legs moving, will not have
an abortion”.
Lane says he has been campaigning on the street against abortion for 39 years all
across America. He has been a pastor for 40 years and goes to the gate of the clinic
every day he knows it is open.
He says his motivation is saving the unborn and cites the biblical story of the infant
Jesus leaping in his mother’s womb.
He says he knows one person who adopted a baby “who was scheduled to die in
there” after persuading the mother not to undergo an abortion.
In a coffee shop just down the road from the Pink House a quietly spoken southern
doctor tells of how she moved from running the first abortion clinic in Jackson to
now being firmly on the anti-abortion side.

Beverly McMillan, whose ancestors came from Co Clare, says that as a young
obstetrician/gynaecologist in Chicago in the late 1960s she dealt with women
arriving with the consequences of illegal and incomplete abortions.
She says she thought at the time if women were desperate enough to go through this,
the answer would be for abortion to be legalised and for them to be treated with
dignity.
By 1975 she had moved to Jackson and opened an obstetrics/gynaecology practice.
She says she ran into some people who were organising the first abortion clinic in
the state in the aftermath of the Roe ruling and asked if she would help as they were
having difficulties recruiting a doctor.
McMillan says that in 1978 she resigned.
“Several things were going on. Part of it was a God thing. But I was trying to run the
world’s safest abortion clinic.”
She says one evening following a termination procedure she found an arm “with a
beautiful biceps muscle”.
“I have three sons and the youngest was about four and he would go around showing
moma his big arm muscles. And it just hit me.”
She adds: “I lost my stomach and I could not do it any more. I was not pro-life at
that point. I just could not do it so I resigned. In 1980 I got invited to the first prolife group in the state and I started doing some pro-life speaking. I guess I had an
interesting story as a former abortionist who had left the trade.”
McMillan says that if the supreme court overturns Roe v Wade, the crisis pregnancy
centres will be busier, and if it upholds the 15-week law, the situation in Mississippi
would still be more liberal than in Ireland.
Back at the Pink House, Gibson says if Roe v Wade is overturned, legislation will
kick in locally in Mississippi which will mean the closure of the clinic within hours.
She says if that happens women with crisis pregnancies will either remain pregnant
or will “scrape together everything they can to get wherever they can”.
She suggests that women in Mississippi could face having to travel to Illinois or
New Mexico for abortions. "New Mexico is at least a two-day drive."

A volunteer, right, who escorts patients into the Jackson Women’s Health
Organisation, approaches a car as pro-life activists offer literature outside
the clinic. Photograph: Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty
Gibson says the Pink House, which in 2019 dealt with about 3,200 patients, relies on
flying doctors in from outside Mississippi to carry out abortions on its premises.
“We cannot have local physicians as these people [protesters] harassed local doctors
and stigmatised abortion so much and threatened and intimidated them.”
She adds: “Local physicians do not work here. We fly them in.”
Mississippi already has a number of laws designed to discourage abortions.
Mika Hartman tells of how the state introduced "Hudson's law", named after her
young son with Down syndrome, which prohibits abortions to be performed due to
race, gender or genetic abnormality except in an emergency.

A pro-life activist waits for patients to arrive outside the Jackson Women’s
Health Organisation. Photograph: Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty
Another Bill in 2014 sought to ban abortions after 20 weeks, which was not
challenged. However, when the time limit was reduced to 15 weeks in another Bill,
Jackson Women’s Health Organisation quickly sued – leading to the case now
before the supreme court.
With the court ruling just months away, Laura Knight, president of the Pro-Life
Mississippi organisation, is hoping jurisdiction over abortion services will be
returned to individual states.
“We believe the supreme court should uphold our law to protect our citizens. In the
past in 1973 in Roe v Wade they completely pushed abortion on the entire nation
and took away the rights of the state and individual regions to make laws that were
good for their citizens.”
The pro-choice Guttmacher Institute, on the other hand, warns of the consequences
of overturning Roe v Wade or the setting of a new limit of 15 weeks for abortion. It
estimates that 54,000-63,000 abortions in America annually are obtained at or after
15 weeks.
“If Roe v Wade were overturned or fundamentally weakened, 21 states have laws or
constitutional amendments already in place that would make them certain to attempt
to ban abortion as quickly as possible,” it says.

“An additional five states have political composition, history and other indicators –
such as recent actions to limit access to abortion – that show they are likely to ban
abortion as soon as possible without federal protections.”

