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By Louise BurneTHE Government has 
hit just 10% of its target 
for low price ‘cost-rental’ 
homes this year, new  
figures have revealed.

Despite hailing mandatory low-
rent homes as key to ending the 
housing crisis, the Coalition is 
massively behind on its targets. 

Just 234 cost-rental homes have 

been delivered in the past 12 months, 
in stark contrast with a Government 
pledge to deliver 2,000 homes a year 
as part of the Housing For All plan.

Although 350 cost-rental homes 
were expected to be delivered last 
year under plans unveiled in 2020 by 
Housing Minister Darragh O’Brien, 
just 65 were ultimately delivered 
before the end of 2021.

‘Cost-rental’ homes are so-called 

because the rent is based on the cost 
of building and maintaining the 
homes – and does not include any 
profit for a developer. The rent must 
be at least 25% below regular market 
rates in an area and the net house-
hold income must not be more than 
€53,000 per annum. 

The Opposition is now warning the 
progress in building cost-rental 
homes is so slow that it is a ‘long 

Turn to page 4
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Just 234 low-rent 
homes delivered
distance’ from its desired effect of 
cooling the rental market. 

The first cost-rental houses were 
launched by Mr O’Brien in Bal-
briggan, north Dublin, last August, 
promising low-cost rental homes 
to be built ‘at scale’ in the coming 
years. He wrote on social media at 
the time: ‘Signing & sealing very 
first cost-rental designations in 
Ireland. 25 Cost Rental homes in 
Balbriggan at rents of between 
€935 & €1,100 – up to 50% discount 
on local market rates. We will be 
rolling out this form of tenure at 
scale over the coming years.’

Mr O’Brien said the cost rental 
model was a ‘critical’ part of hous-
ing policy in a glitzy Fianna Fáil 
promotional video in January last 
year. He said: ‘Through the Afford-
able Housing Bill 2020 we will 
place this new cost-rental model 
on a legislative basis, a critical 
step towards our objective Hous-
ing For All.’

However, the Government must 
now deliver 1,411 units in the next 
six months to meet its goal for this 
year. With just 169 cost-rental 
properties delivered to date this 

year, there are is belief among 
Opposition TDs that targets will 
be missed again. The Government 
would need to deliver 1,411 cost-
rental homes, or 89.3% of its tar-
get, in the next six months. 

In response to a parliamentary 
question by Social Democrats 
h o u s i n g  s p o k e s m a n  C i a n 
O’Callaghan, the Housing Minis-
ter confirmed that 234 cost-rental 
properties have been opened in 
the 12 months since the Afforda-
ble Housing Act was passed in 
July 2021.

Some 132 of these properties 
(56%) of these homes were in Dub-
lin. The remaining 102 (44%) were 
delivered in Kildare. There were 
no cost-rental homes opened in 
any other part of the country.

Of the 234 homes delivered to 
date, 65 were opened in 2021. 

The remaining 169 were deliv-
ered in the first six months of 2022. 
The monthly rent in the six devel-
opments ranged from between 
€1,056 and €1,282 per month. In 
his response to Mr O’Callaghan, 
Mr O’Brien stated that 10,000 cost 
rental homes will be delivered 
between 2021 and 2026.

Mr O’Callaghan told the Irish 

Daily Mail that the number of 
homes delivered is below where it 
needs to be. ‘We need thousands 
of these cost rental homes every 
year,’ Mr O’Callaghan said. ‘There 
is a huge demand for affordable 
renting. It is frustrating how slow 
the progress is on it... It is not 
going anywhere near meeting the 
level of demand that is there.

‘Housing For All talks about 
thousands of cost rentals homes 
and there’s a long distance to go.

‘I’m very concerned that [the 
Government] is not going to hit 
their targets.’

Mr O’Callaghan also noted that 
targets tend to be backloaded and 
many of the homes in the 10,000 
target, outlined by Mr O’Brien, 
will be delivered closer to 2026. He 

said: ‘Promising delivery in the 
future has been done for years in 
housing and they have failed to 
deliver on that. If [the Govern-
ment] is serious about that 10,000 
target, they need to be delivering 
a lot of that this year, especially as 
there was such a small delivery of 
65 cost rental homes last year.’

Mr O’Callaghan said cost-rental 
projects, when delivered at scale, 
can ‘calm rents and prices’ in the 
private market. However, he 
warned it was a ‘long distance 
from having that kind of wider 
effect’. In the parliamentary ques-
tion answer, Mr O’Brien noted 
that Dublin City Council is plan-
ning to develop an estimated 376 
cost rental homes on the Emmet 
Road site in Inchicore. The Land 

Development Agency (LDA), 
meanwhile, expects to deliver 306 
cost rental homes at Shanganagh, 
Shankill, south Dublin.

Some 100 cost rental units will 
also be opened on the former HSE 
site at St Kevin’s Hospital in Cork 
City, with the first homes expected 

at the end of 2023 or in the first 
quarter of 2024. ‘The LDA is 
actively developing 12 sites,  
capable of delivering about 6,000 
homes and has recently submit-
ted planning applications for 2,358 

social and affordable homes,’ Mr 
O’Brien added. 

The Housing For All plan has a 
target of 18,000 new cost-rental 
homes before 2030. However, the 
yearly targets for cost rental are 
included with affordable purchase 
homes targets. 

This year, the target for both 
types of properties is 4,100. 

There is a commitment to deliver 
one cost-rental home for every 
two affordable purchase homes. 
This means that the cost-rental 
target for 2022 should be approxi-
mately 1,366.

A spokeman for Minister O’Brien 
confirmed yesterday it is expected 
that 1,580 homes will be delivered 
before the end of the year.

news@dailymail.ie

‘Nowhere near 
meeting demand’

OFFICIALS at the Department 
of Housing removed a  
commitment that new build 
targets for this year will be 
met from a progress report, 
internal documents reveal.

A draft version of the Hous-
ing for All 2022 Q1 progress 
report dated March 2� and 
obtained by the Irish Daily 
Mail said that the target of 
2�,600 new homes this year 
would be exceeded.

The executive summary 
said: ‘A number of industry 
commentators are forecast-
ing the 2022 supply target of 
2�,600 will be exceeded.’

However, this was removed 
from the final report that was 
published two weeks later on 
April 7. An observation on the 
removed sentence has been 
redacted by the Department 
of Housing.

It was replaced with data 
on housing commencements, 
which includes notices on 
new builds, extensions or 
change of use of properties. 

The new line reads: ‘If com-
mencements were to follow 
the pattern of previous years, 
we would expect to see over 
36,000 during 2022.

The omission has cast doubt 
over the department’s capac-
ity to meet its own targets.

Housing For All is the  
Government’s blueprint for 
solving the housing crisis. 

Under the plan 2�,600 new 
homes would be built this 
year and 29,000 next year. 

This is still far short of the 
33,000 new homes per annum 
required to match demand 
and population growth. 

A note from an official out-
lines changes requested by 
Minister for Housing Darragh 
O’Brien’s adviser.

It read: ‘Minister’s adviser 
has suggested that we  
should state that there will 
be challenges but that to the 

greatest extent possible we 
will protect Housing For All 
delivery at its current pace.’

Sinn Féin Housing spokes-
man Eoin Ó Broin said the 
Minister needs to clarify if 
targets will be missed. 

He added: ‘Those targets 
are already too low, if offi-
cials think those targets are 
going to be missed we need 
to hear from the Minister. 

‘Why did he repeatedly say 
we’re on track to meet social 

housing targets and over-
all housing targets?’ 

A Housing 
Depart-
ment  
spokes-
man 
insisted last 
night that 
‘the pipeline 
is strong and we 
are confident tar-
gets will be met’. 

The spokesman 
said both the Cen-
tral Bank and Eco-
nomic Social and 
Research Institute 
predict the Hous-
ing For All targets 
would be hit.

He added: ‘In the 12 
months to the end of 
March, over 22,000 
new homes were 
completed. 

‘Home comple-
tions, commence-
ments, permissions 
and home pur-
chases are all up to 
record levels.’

Commitment on 
housing taken out 
of progress report

‘We need to hear 
from Minister’

AN upsurge of private landlords 
selling their properties nationally 
has increased supply levels and 
tempered price rises in some 
areas, a survey has found.

Up to 30% of houses for sale in 
some areas of Dublin are now due to 
landlords selling their additional 
properties, with knock-on effects for 
the rental market, the Q2 REA Aver-
age House Price Index found.

Actual selling prices in Dublin 
postcode districts have risen by 2.5% 
in the past three months, to an aver-
age of €493,333, but the annual rate 
of increase has dropped from 10% to 

8% on the previous survey. However, 
in north Co. Dublin areas such as 
Swords, Skerries and Balbriggan, 
prices have risen by almost treble 
that amount to 22% annually.

The price of a three-bedroom semi-
detached house across the country 
rose by 2.9% over the past three 
months to €286,611, representing an 
annual increase of 13%.

Some 58% of all purchasers in the 
past quarter were first-time buyers, 
according to REA, a figure which 
rose to 78% in Dublin as people with 

mortgage approval scrambled to get 
on the housing ladder.

REA spokesman Barry McDonald 
said: ‘At around the €410,000 mark, 
second-hand homes are coming to 
the market in greater numbers in 
areas like Lucan and Bray in Co. 
Wicklow. This is taking the urgency 
out of the market in these locations. 
However, this easing is only seen in 
areas where there are new homes.

‘Elsewhere supply remains a major 
issue. Interest rate rises and infla-
tion fears are giving buyers some 
pause for thought but neither of 
these issues can temper the demand 

of mortgage-approved buyers. How-
ever, the biggest factor on the mar-
ket in the last quarter is the increas-
ing proportion of sales from private 
landlords and the effects that it is 
having on the market.’

Anthony McGee, of REA McGee in 
Tallaght, said: ‘The biggest issue at 
the moment is the sheer numbers of 
people seeking accommodation, 
combined with private investors 
leaving the market.

‘We are finding that landlords feel 
that the market has peaked, and 
taxation and legislation are influenc-
ing their decisions to sell.’

By Cate McCurry

Supply levels rise as landlords sell up

Urgency: McDonald

Targets: 
Housing 
Minister 
Darragh 
O’Brien

Continued from Page One

‘Calm rents  
and prices’
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COALITION TDs and  
Senators have criticised the 
National Women’s Council 
for attempting to ‘politicise 
women’s rights’ by ‘exclud-
ing’ them from an Interna-
tional Women’s Day rally.

However, the Opposition and 
the National Women’s Council 
(NWC) have defended the deci-
sion, calling on them to ‘listen’ 
from the crowd instead of 
speaking.

The rally will be held outside 
Leinster House on Saturday, 
March 5, to mark International 

Women’s Day on March 8. Several 
women’s advocates will speak at 
the event, alongside Sinn Féin 
President Mary Lou McDonald, 
Labour TD Ivana Bacik, Social 
Democrats’ co-leader Róisín Shor-
tall, and Bríd Smith of People 
Before Profit.

No speakers from Fianna Fáil, 
Fine Gael or the Green Party are 
schedule to take part.

Speaking to the Irish Daily Mail, 
Fine Gael TD Jennifer Carroll 
MacNeill said female politicians 
have been working collaboratively 
across Leinster House, pointing to 
cross-party support for her 
Remote Working Bill, the estab-
lishment of the Oireachtas Gen-
der Equality Committee, and the 
work done by the Oireachtas Fam-
ily Carer’s group.

She said she was ‘disappointed’ 
by the decision not to feature 
Government politicians. 

‘You have got four Opposition 
politicians premiered as the main 
speakers at the event,’ she said. ‘It 

is the first time I’ve seen that since 
the election because [we have] 
been working so collaboratively in 
so many ways. It was the first time 
I saw it set up as divisive again.

‘We are trying to achieve better 
outcomes for women. To my mind, 
it always works best when it is 
entirely collaborative. Politics 
doesn’t come into it because it is 
about achieving outcomes.’

Fianna Fáil  Senator Erin 
McGreehan said not asking any 
female Government member to 
speak was causing division where 
it should not exist.

She told the Irish Daily Mail that 
she does not believe any politician 
should speak at the event and 
that it should give a platform to 
women who do not usually have 
one.

She said: ‘When you’re headlin-
ing four Opposition female politi-

cians, you’re making it a political 
event. Women’s rights are not a 
political issue. The whole idea is 
women standing up for women. 
We don’t have to agree on 
politics.

‘To create a situation where 
you’re putting politics into 
the situation is not right. It 
is an event to have an 
echo chamber of anger 
against Government 
when we should be 
angry against the 
system.’

Fine Gael Senator 
Mary Seery Kearney 
said an ‘awful lot of 
hard work’ is being 

done by Government to support 
women’s rights and it is ‘disingen-
uous to ignore that’.

‘The NWC is not a political party. 
They have every right to hold a 
rally and a protest and to give out 

and advance the cause for 
women. But to align them-

selves with only particular 
political parties in doing 
that is absolutely the 
wrong call. We are all 
women calling for the 
same quality of life and 
equality.’

People Before Prof-
it’s Bríd Smith, how-
ever, defended the 

NWC decision as she 
criticised the Govern-
ment’s slow progress 
in constructing new 

refuge beds across 
the country.

‘The parties who are now com-
plaining that they’re not invited 
have been responsible for the cuts 
to the services that support 
women and girls who were suffer-
ing from domestic and sexual vio-
lence,’ she said. ‘Fianna Fáil, Fine 
Gael, the Green Party have been 
and are in Government and are 
allowing this to happen.’

Orla O’Connor, NWC Director, 
told the Irish Daily Mail that the 
organisation is ‘neither pro- nor 
anti-Government, but pro-wom-
en’s rights and equality’. She 
invited Government TDs to listen 
from the crowd.

‘We welcome Government TDs 
to participate in the rally along-
side crowds of women from 
throughout the county and listen 
to what women and our members 
have to say.’

news@dailymail.ie

Coalition furious 
at exclusion from 
Women’s Day rally

By Louise Burne

‘Women’s rights are 
not a political issue’

Headliners: Mary Lou McDonald of Sinn Féin, Ivana Bacik of Labour, Róisín Shortall of the Social Democrats and Bríd Smith of People Before Profit will speak at rally

Martin’s future will be ‘debated’

Discussions: Barry Cowen and Micheál Martin

‘Disappointed’: 
Jennifer Carroll 
MacNeill

TDs and senators accuse NWC of ‘politicising’ event

BARRY Cowen has said Fianna Fáil TDs 
and senators will debate whether 
Micheál Martin will lead the party into 
the next general election.

The prominent backbencher indicated 
that a discussion will be held ahead of 
the next election, which will take place 
in three years’ time, but said the Taoi-
seach currently has ‘majority support’ 
within the parliamentary party.

Mr Martin said last night that tensions 
had ‘settled down’ in Fianna Fáil as he 
admitted the beginning of its time in 
Government was ‘very difficult’.

Laois-Offaly TD Mr Cowen said Mr Mar-
tin will ‘continue to lead’ the Govern-
ment but added that discussions will 
take place over his future as leader.

‘That’s a debate we will have within 
our own parliamentary party when the 
time comes. In the meantime, I wouldn’t 
be one to impact on the stability of Gov-
ernment in its efforts to deal with many 
pressing issues,’ Mr Cowen told RTÉ.

Asked to clarify whether Mr Martin’s 
leadership would be subject to debate, 

Mr Cowen responded: ‘That’s something 
any political party will prepare for in 
the context of the next election, how 
they do their business and how they go 
about preparing the policy platform 
that allows them to win support.’

Last week, the Taoiseach said it is ‘of 
course’ possible for Mr Cowen to return 
to Cabinet after he was sacked in 2020 
over a drink-driving incident. 

Mr Martin said yesterday that there’s 
a ‘strong spirit’ in the parliamentary 
party and that Fianna Fáil had ‘settled 
down to some degree’.

By Sharon McGowan  
Political Correspondent

V1



Irish Daily Mail, Tuesday, April 5, 2022 Page �

Properties not inspected 
before refugees housed

war in ukraine

Refugees tell of the misery of the hostel they have been placed in
By Louise Burne

Unwell: Alina and her mother Oksana said many people are ill

The Government is not 
inspecting the standards 
and suitability of hotels and 
hostels across the country 
before placing Ukrainian 
refugees in them, the Irish 
Daily Mail has learned.

The admission comes as a 
number of refugees staying in 
one Dublin hostel have pleaded 
to be moved as their current 
place of refuge has been 
described as cramped, dirty 
and without hot water.

Over 30 Ukrainian refugees, 
including children and babies, as 
young as nine months old, arrived 
at the Dublin city centre hostel 
last Friday. 

As many as eight to ten refugees 
are currently staying in a number 
of the bunk-bed dorm rooms.

But when some returned to  
Dublin Airport where they were 
initially processed to seek alterna-
tive arrangements, the residents 
said they were told by staff repre-
senting the Government’s cross-
departments at the airport hub 
that no other alternatives are cur-
rently available.

It comes as 18,227 Ukrainian ref-
ugees have now arrived in the 
country, with 10,885 in accommo-
dation provided by the State.

John Lannon, chief of migrant 
and refugee support organisation 
Doras, told the Irish Daily Mail 
the State must ensure that accom-
modation is up to standard.

‘Inevitably, there is going to be a 

lot of emergency accommodation. 
There are going to be a lot of 
places that aren’t good for long 
term stays.

‘It’s really important that there 
is some level of standards main-
tained in these places. even if con-
ditions are initially poor, there 
[needs to be] investment in the 
quality and standards of accom-
modation people are staying in. 

‘There is a responsibility on the 
State to ensure people are living 
in conditions that are habitable.’

Jennifer Whitmore of the Social 
Democrats said the Government 
has a duty of care to people arriv-
ing here.

She added: ‘Certainly, there 
needs to be inspections to make 
sure that they are suitable. 

‘everyone understands that it is 
an emergency situation and it 
won’t be perfect. But there does 
need to be a standard applied.’

It is understood this hostel 
changed ownership recently. The 
Irish Daily Mail was not able to 
contact the new owner last night.

One of its new residents, halyna 
Shapovalova, travelled from 
Kharkiv to Rosslare via Slovakia, 
Austria and France. She and her 
partner left after a ‘huge bombing’ 
on Thursday, March 24. She 
arrived in Rosslare a week later 
and were placed in the hostel last 
Friday. She said she would like to 
find work in Ireland and move into 
her own rented accommodation. 

While she is a copywriter, she said 
that she will take any job. how-
ever, she told the Irish Daily Mail 
she fears she may have to stay in 
this hostel for a month. It is dirty 
and awful,’ Ms Shapovalova said.

‘We don’t ask much. We just want 
to stay in good accommodation 
for two or three weeks to find a job 
and rent somewhere ourselves.’

Ms Shapovalova and her partner 
also wrote a letter to IPAS about 
her current accommodation. 

‘The peculiarities of our housing 
do not contribute to our psycho-
logical recovery,’ she wrote.

‘On the contrary, now many of us 
feel depressed, abandoned to the 
mercy of fate. We Ukrainians are 
not picky people. We know how to 
deal with difficulties.

‘We are very grateful to the Irish 
people for their help and support. 
In fact, we have never met such 
good and sympathetic people. We 

fell in love with them and their 
beautiful country.’ She said the 
hostel staff are doing their best. 

One desperate father, speaking 
to the Irish Daily Mail in his hostel 
room yesterday, said while they 
are grateful to be in Ireland, the 
accommodation is not good 
enough for his family. Mahmoud 

travelled here with his wife and his 
sister last week. They have three 
children, the youngest of which is 
just nine-months old. 

he showed the Irish Daily Mail a 
video of his home street in Mar-
iupol which had been bombed. 
Just shells of buildings remained. 
he said the noise of a nearby rail-

way track reminded the children 
of bombs falling. ‘We experienced 
such a thing in Mariupol,’ he said 
‘[For] us, [it is] a personal sound. 
This is a trauma in the head for us 
at night. 

‘The child gets up thinking that 
it is a shell or bomb.’

The family recently travelled 
back to Dublin Airport asking to 
be moved. They were given an 
email address for the Interna-
tional Protection Accommodation 
Services (IPAS).  

The service, which falls under 
the remit of the Department of 
Children, equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth, is respon-
sible for the provision of accom-
modation and related services to 
people in the International Pro-
tection process.

They were told they had to stay 
in the hostel. he told us: ‘They 
said, “we can’t help you”.’ Alina 

Maruk arrived from Kharkiv with 
her mother Oksana Romankova 
last Thursday and was placed in 
the hostel. 

She said: ‘Many of us are sick 
and no one told [us] about pills or 
medication. Three people already 
[have a] cold.’

Ms Maruk raised concerns about 
the cleanliness of the bathrooms 
and the quality of the food.

She added: ‘There is mould and 
mildew in the shower and toilet. 

‘There isn’t enough food for eve-
ryone. A very, very small portion 
for everyone.’

A Department of Integration 
spokesman confirmed to the Irish 
Daily Mail last night that accom-
modation is not being inspected 
before refugees are placed in it.

he added: ‘Where concerns are 
raised by residents, premises are 
independently inspected.

louise.burne@dailymail.ie

‘We Ukranians are 
not picky people’’

‘It reminds children 
of bombs falling’

Irish Daily Mail joins 
Ireland for Ukraine 
fundraising drive

The IRISh Daily Mail has 
joined the nation’s other leading 
media organisations in an 
unprecedented coalition to 
launch a public fundraising  
campaign called ‘Ireland for 
Ukraine’.

The campaign, inspired by the 
incredible level of support from 
these shores for Ukraine, will 
include a 30-second TV and radio 
advert voiced by Derry Girls and 
holding actress  Siobhán 
McSweeney that begins today. 

On top of this, there will be an 
extensive digital ad and dedi-
cated social media campaign 
using #IrelandForUkraine. 

DMG Media Ireland – which 
produces the Irish Daily Mail, 
the Irish Mail on Sunday,  
extra.ie and evoke.ie to name a 
few – is joined by the likes of 
RTÉ, Virgin Media Ireland and 
Sky as the campaign seeks to 
raise funds for those affected by 
the war in Ukraine as well as 
those who have been displaced. 

It will be conducted in associa-
tion with The Community Foun-
dation for Ireland (CFFI).

Speaking at the launch, CFFI 
chief Denise Charlton said: ‘A 
european humanitarian crisis is 
unfolding which requires a 
response both on the ground 
and in our own communities. 
“Ireland for Ukraine” delivers 
that response. 

‘The funds raised through the 
generosity of viewers, readers 
and listeners will be used to sup-
port those trapped in the war 
zone and the growing numbers 
seeking shelter here.’

Ms Charlton said there are 
many challenges ahead such as 
the protection needed for chil-
dren travelling alone, assisting 
refugees with disabilities and 

measures to combat human 
trafficking.

She added: ‘It may at first 
seem overwhelming but with the 
continuing generosity of the 
Irish people these are challenges 
which can and will be met.’

CFFI has 22 years’ experience 
in philanthropy and grant mak-
ing in Ireland. 

half they money raised will be 
given to Concern, the Irish Red 
Cross, UNICeF and Trócaire. 

The remaining 50% will be 
pooled into a fund for grant aid 
applications available to Irish 
organisations and local groups 
assisting the anticipated 200,000 
incoming people here who have 
been forced to flee Ukraine.

For more information go to 
www.irelandforukraine.ie. 

Support: Actress Siobhán 
McSweeney voices the ads

By Ronan Smyth
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