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History maker: Teen Alex to get revolutionary cancer therapy
Alex
McEleney
(15), from
Baldoyle, Co
Dublin, is
set to make
Irish medical
history when
he receives a
revolutionary
cancer
treatment
at Crumlin
children’s
hospital. He
is to undergo
CAR-T cell
therapy as
part of his
treatment
for acute
lymphoblastic
leukaemia.
He is
pictured
yesterday
with his
mother
Louisa.
PHOTO: STEVE
HUMPHREYS

:: Number of long-term rentals being
outstripped by short-term holiday lets
Gabija Gataveckaite
COUNCILS across the country are
failing to clamp down on short-term
leasing as the number of Airbnb-style
rentals outstrips long-term rental
properties.
Eleven counties last year took no
action against any property owners
leasing homes to holidaymakers on
popular short-term leasing websites.
As the housing crisis deepens, the
number of properties available to rent
long-term has decreased, while shortterm lets have exploded in popularity.
Under the current regulations,
properties should not be rented out
for more than 90 days a year on websites such as Airbnb without planning
permission.
Properties need special planning
permission for short-term letting or
tourism purposes if they are to be
rented out year-round.
However, figures for last year show
councils in only 15 counties are
clamping down on rental properties
that may have been advertised on the
likes of Airbnb for longer than 90 days
without planning permission.
These counties are the only ones
where councils last year issued warn-

ing letters to landlords or launched
investigations on properties suspected of being rented out for longer
than the permitted period.
Analysis by Labour Party senator
Rebecca Moynihan also showed that,
when a snapshot in time was taken
last month, nearly all counties had
significantly greater numbers of
properties advertised for short-term
stays on Airbnb than properties available on Daft.ie.
“Local authorities clearly aren’t
enforcing Airbnb,” said Senator
Moynihan.
“This seems to be a particular issue
in popular tourism counties where
we know rents have been increasing by double digits. In the middle
of a housing crisis, in every single
county except for Dublin we have
more houses for tourism than we do
for rent.
The Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) has previously said that
regulations around short-term lets
are “a very difficult area to effectively
enforce”. It made the comments in its
review of Galway County Council’s
planning functions.
Full story, Page 6

See Page 24

Stolen vehicle that crashed after garda
chase linked to more than 70 burglaries
Ken Foy and Robin Schiller
A STOLEN Audi SQ5 that crashed
on Tuesday night after a garda chase
has been linked to more than 70 burglaries on both sides of the Border
since it arrived from England early
last month.
Gardaí believe the car, which was
stolen in London at the start of last
month, has been used on the country’s motorway network on most
days since it arrived in Ireland, with
different suspected gang members
travelling in it at different times.
Different sets of false registration
plates were also used by the gang.

Five suspected members of one of
the country’s most prolific burglary
gangs remained in custody last night
at three separate garda stations in Co
Kildare.
The suspects were targeted following a massive surveillance operation.
They led gardaí on a high-speed
chase before their car smashed into
a roundabout and flipped over on the
Newbridge Road in Naas.
All five were arrested at the scene,
with three of them needing hospital
treatment for their injuries, including the youngest, a 19-year-old, who
sustained a broken arm.
All of the arrested suspects have

links to the gang that was led by burglary gang boss ‘Fat’ Andy Connors,
who was shot dead in an unsolved
murder in 2014.
Police in the North have also taken
an active interest in the activities of
the gang.
Full story, Page 8
Recommended retail price of the Irish Independent in
ROI is €2.40 (£1.60 in Northern Ireland)

Vol. 131 No. 101 Irish Independent

C

6

Thursday, April 28, 2022 IRISH INDEPENDENT

News

Councils failing to take action against
Airbnb-style short-term holiday lets
:: Holiday
properties
outnumber
longer-tenancy
rental homes
Gabija Gataveckaite
COUNCILS across the country are failing to clamp down
on short-term leasing as the
number of Airbnb-style rentals outstrips long-term rental
properties.
Eleven counties last year
took no action against any
property owners leasing
homes to holidaymakers on
popular short-term leasing
websites.
As the housing crisis deepens, the number of properties
available to rent long-term has
decreased, while short-term
lets have exploded in popularity.
Under current rules, properties should not be rented out
for more than 90 days a year
on websites such as Airbnb
without planning permission.
Properties need special
planning permission for
short-term letting or tourism purposes if they are to be
rented out year-round.
However, figures for last
year show councils in only 15
counties are clamping down
on rental properties that may
have been advertised on the
likes of Airbnb for longer than
90 days without planning permission.
These counties are the only
ones where councils last year
issued warning letters to landlords or launched investigations on properties suspected
of being rented out for longer
than the permitted period.
Analysis by Labour Party senator Rebecca Moynihan also
showed that, when a snapshot
in time was taken last month,
nearly all counties had significantly greater numbers
of properties advertised for
short-term stays on Airbnb
than properties available on
Daft.ie.
The Airbnb website only
shows a maximum of 300
properties in any given county,
a figure reached by many popular tourist destinations.
Counties popular for staycations or located along the Wild
Atlantic Way appear to be the
most affected, with at least 300
properties available on Airbnb
in Donegal.
Only 19 are advertised on
Daft.ie, according to the analysis.
Meanwhile, there were more
than 300 Mayo properties
advertised on Airbnb at this
time, but only 18 were available on Daft.ie.

SHORT-TERM LETS v LONG-TERM RENTALS
The map shows a county-by-county breakdown of the number of properties
currently available as short-term lets on AirBnb and the numbers of
rental properties advertised on Daft.ie
= Number on AirBnb

Donegal

300 19

= Number on Daft.ie

How local authorities are enforcing
legislation on short-term lets

Leitrim

The number of warning letters issued and investigations
commenced in 2021 into short-term lets suspected of
exceeding the 90-day rule on lettings
County

Warnings
issued

Investigations
commenced

Carlow

4

8

Cavan

0

0

Clare

0

0

Cork

68

94

Donegal

0

0

Dublin

323

235

Galway

4

5

Kerry

172

177

Kildare

21

30

Kilkenny

8

86

Laois

6

70

Leitrim

0

0

Limerick

0

75

Longford

0

0

Louth

12

84

Mayo

0

0

Meath

0

0

Monaghan

0

0

Offaly

7

9

Roscommon

0

0

Sligo

1

1

Tipperary

0

0

Waterford

11

9

Westmeath

0

0

Wexford

31

51

Wicklow

25

157

In Clare, there were over 300
Airbnb lets advertised, with
only 18 on Daft.ie.
No warning letters were sent
and no investigations were
launched last year in Donegal,
Mayo or Clare.
However, there were 323
warning letters and 325 investigations launched in Dublin
during 2021.
At the time of the analysis
by Ms Moynihan, there were
more than 300 properties on
Airbnb and over 500 on Daft.
ie in the capital.
Similarly, in Cork, where
there were 286 Airbnb shortterm properties advertised,
only 75 appeared on Daft.ie.
However, 68 warning letters
were issued and 94 investigations launched by the two
Cork councils last year.
Wicklow also has only 28
properties on Daft.ie, with only
93 properties available on Airbnb at the time of the analysis,

154 10

Sligo

55 13

Monaghan

38 5

Cavan

35 8

Mayo

300 31

Roscommon

Longford

180 10

90 6

102 26

66 8

Offaly

300 51

89 29

Meath

Westmeath
Galway

Louth

57 4

Dublin

Kildare

45 31

Wicklow

Laois

26 5

Clare

300 18

Carlow

Tipperary

169 18

Limerick

120 17

145 9

but 157 investigations were
launched last year.
The data shows 12 counties
did not issue any warning
letters last year and 11 did not
launch any investigations.
While Limerick did not issue
any warnings, it launched 75
investigations.
“Local authorities clearly
aren’t enforcing Airbnb,” Ms
Moynihan said.
“This seems to be a particular issue in popular tourism
counties where we know rents
have been increasing by double digits. In a housing crisis,
in every single county except
for Dublin we have more
houses for tourism than we do
for rent.
“We need long-term homes
for people in these areas, and
we should be enforcing the
rules that are there.”
While some councils have
not issued any warning letters
or launched investigations as

Waterford
Cork

286 75

75 11

93 28

Kilkenny

Kerry

300 28

300 569

Wexford

159 20

66 14

Note: The Airbnb website only shows a maximum of 300
properties in any given county, a figure reached by several
counties
the properties that are advertised on Airbnb could be available for less than 90 days a
year or have special planning
permission, housing expert
Lorcan Sirr said there is a lack
of available data.
“It’s like a lot of other Irish
regulations – we have a lot of
rules, but we don’t have any
enforcement,” he said.
The Office of the Planning
Regulator (OPR) has previously said that regulations
around short-term lets are “a
very difficult area to effectively
enforce”.
It made the comments in
its review of Galway County
Council’s planning functions.
Junior housing minister
Peter Burke said there has
been “significant work” put
into the implementation and
enforcement of regulations by
planning authorities.
“Notwithstanding the impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic, sig-

nificant work on the implementation and enforcement
of the regulations has been
undertaken
by planning
authorities since they came
into effect,” he said in a recent
response to a parliamentary
question.
“Local planning authorities
are responsible for the implementation and enforcement
of the short-term letting planning arrangements, and they
submit quarterly data returns
to my department.
“Persons letting properties in
a rent pressure zone which are
not their principal private residence are required to apply for
change of use planning permission, unless the property
already has a specific planning permission to be used for
tourism or short-term letting
purposes.”
The issue of short-term rentals is not confined to just the
Airbnb website. Derek Nolan,

head of public policy in Ireland
at Airbnb, said the majority of
hosts are only renting out one
property. For a third of them,
short-term lets are “an economic lifeline”.
“Airbnb has a long history
of supporting calls for regulation in Ireland and continues
to back the development of
clear and fair rules today,” Mr
Nolan said. “The Government
has committed to introducing
a registration scheme in Ireland and we want to be good
partners to make home-sharing rules simple for everyone.”
It is understood the company
has signed over 1,000 regulatory and tax agreements globally.
Travel including Airbnb contributed nearly €800m to Ireland’s economy in 2019, and
Oxford Economics estimated
Airbnb’s impact here supported more than 6,000 jobs
in the economy.
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Taxpayers
fund €120k
apartment
subsidy for
developers
:: €500m earmarked to help builders
deal with spiralling cost of materials
Gabija Gataveckaite
DEVELOPERS will be paid up to
€120,000 per apartment by the State
to fund the shortfall between spiralling building costs and current market prices.
The €500m fund is aimed at
unblocking stalled developments
and will enable the building of 5,000
apartments between 2024 and 2026.
The move comes amid concern
builders are not developing sites in
cities as they claim the cost of building new apartments is at times more
expensive than their sale price.
Developers will have to apply to
have their developments included in
the fund and will get a subsidy of up
to €120,000 per apartment. This is
intended to bridge the gap between
the cost of construction and the sale
price.
However, it is understood this may
be exceeded in some parts of the
country.
Cabinet ministers were told this
week the aim of the fund was to
increase supply, not to reduce the
price of apartments.
When a property that has been
built under the Croí Cónaithe (Liv-

ing Heart) Cities fund is being sold,
the State will subsidise the cost of the
apartment up to €120,000, to bring it
to “market levels”.
Government sources emphasised
the scheme will not involve a “discount” on apartments.
In order to be a part of the fund,
apartments will have to fit into three
strict sets of criteria. Developers will
have to open their books to the State
to show they are struggling to meet
the rising building costs.
A Government source said the fund
would mean building apartments
would become financially viable for
developers. It would not mean they
would make extra profit.
Developers will not have to return
the funds to the State.
Apartments only in Dublin, Cork,
Limerick, Galway and Waterford
cities will be considered and the
buildings will have to be at least four
storeys high.
There must also be at least 35 dwellings per hectare and the development must be within 1.2km of public
transport such as the Luas or regular
bus services.
Full report: Page 13

Decision day on Stormont: Voting brisk in the North
Voting in Northern Ireland’s Assembly election was described as busy last night with turnout averaging 54pc as
Sinn Féin remained on course to become the largest party, according to opinion polls. The various political leaders
all cast their ballots early, including Sinn Féin’s Michelle O’Neill, who posed for a photo with her candidate Linda
Dillon (left) and a voter at a polling station in Coalisland, Co Tyrone. PHOTO: CLODAGH KILCOYNE Full reports: Page 8

Authorities on alert as 130-metre super-yacht
reputedly owned by Putin poised to flee Italy
Nick Squires and Andrea Vogt
A GIANT €660m yacht that
allegedly belongs to Vladimir Putin
is out of dry dock, in the water and
could be about to leave the Italian
marina where it has sat for months.
Crew members in smart white
shirts and navy trousers were
seen folding away a large white
tarpaulin on the deck of the huge
vessel, which is docked in Marina di
Carrara on the coast of Tuscany.
They bustled around the deck,
checking hatches and carrying
lengths of hose.
The Scheherazade, which is more

than 130 metres long and has spas,
swimming pools and two helipads,
is one of the largest super yachts in
the world and reported to be worth
$700m (€660m)
Locals say that in recent days
there has been a flurry of activity on
board the vessel.
Gabriele (42), the manager of a
yacht club within sight of the boat,
said: “We heard that it was going
to leave the marina last night but
maybe it was delayed because of the
bad weather.
“It’s not been seized by the
authorities, so I guess it’s free to go
at any time.”

Unlike many yachts belonging to
Russian oligarchs with close ties
to Putin, the Scheherazade has not
been impounded because Italian
police are still investigating its true
ownership.
Full report: Pages 4&5
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Taxpayers will be billed for
new €120,000-per-apartment
subsidy benefiting developers
Gabija Gataveckaite

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

DEVELOPERS will be paid up
to €120,000 per apartment by
the State to fund the shortfall
between spiralling building
costs and current market
prices.
The €500m fund is aimed at
unblocking stalled developments and will see 5,000 apartments built between 2024 and
2026.
The move comes amid concern builders are not developing sites in cities as they claim
the cost of building new apartments is at times more expensive than their sale price.
Developers will have to apply
to have their developments
included in the fund and will
receive a subsidy of up to
€120,000 per apartment.
This is intended to bridge the
gap between the cost of construction and the sale price.
However, it is understood
that this may be exceeded in
some parts of the country.
Cabinet ministers were told

this week the aim of the fund
is to increase supply, not to
reduce the cost of apartment
prices.
When a property which has
been built under the Crói
Cónaithe (Living Heart) Cities
fund is being sold, the State
will subsidise the cost of the
apartment up to €120,000 to
bring it to “market levels”.
Government sources emphasised the scheme will not see
a “discount” on apartments.
In order to be a part of the
fund, apartments will have
to fit into three strict sets of
criteria.
Developers will have to
open their books to the State
to show they are struggling
to meet the rising building
costs.
A Government source said
the fund will mean building
apartments will become financially viable for developers and
it will not mean they make
extra profit.
Developers will not have to
return the funds back to the
State.

Only apartments in Dublin,
Cork, Limerick, Galway and
Waterford cities will be considered, and they will have to
be at least four storeys high to
qualify.
There must also be at least 35
dwellings per hectare, and the
development must be within
1.2km of public transport such
as the Luas or regular bus
services.
An “open call” will be put
out shortly for expressions
of interest for developments
which have been granted planning permission but where
works have not yet started.
Ministers were told this week
that the fund will aim to activate planning permissions in
cities, as the cost of building
new apartments can be more
expensive than their sale
price.
This leads to a “viability
gap”; the funds given to developers will aim to bridge that
gap.
For example, a one-bedroom
apartment may cost between
€325,000 and €385,000 to

build, but it may be only sold
for up to €300,000 in a particular part of the country.
This would mean a viability
gap of up to €85,000 per apartment for the developer and
would mean for a subsidy of
up to €72,500 under the fund.
There are 40,000 granted
planning permissions in Dublin alone, equivalent to four
years’ worth of housing supply
in the capital.
In 2011, apartments made
up 12pc of total housing stock,
which is very low compared
to an average of 50pc in other
European countries, ministers
were told.
The €500m Croí Cónaithe
fund is a key part of the Government’s multi-billion-euro
Housing for All strategy aimed
at solving the housing crisis.
However, only €5m will be
allocated to the fund this year
and next year, with funding to
increase to €165m in 2024 and
€275m in 2025.
The remaining €50m will
be used for a separate Croí
Cónaithe towns scheme.

Pod art: Kate Molloy from Moate Community School, Co
Westmeath, looked mesmerising in rehearsals ahead of RTÉ’s
Junk Kouture 2022 final at the Bord Gáis Energy Theatre in
Dublin yesterday. The creation, “Tale of Two Pods”, was designed
and created by Kate and fellow Moate students, Eimear Keenan
and Samantha Irwin, using 3,000 coffee machine pods, a broken
umbrella, old heels and an old debs dress. PHOTO: BRIAN MCEVOY
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Back to the ‘old normal’
for most of us – but big
cities playing catch-up
Mobile data shows scale
of population’s return to
shops and workplaces
Adrian Weckler
and Charlie Weston
TRAFFIC and the movement of people
have returned to pre-pandemic levels across
most of the country, new data from tech giants
Apple and Google confirms.
As the last restrictions on society begin to
ease, people have returned to shops and places
of work in comparable numbers to January of
2020, just before Covid-19 restrictions were
introduced.
However, the data reveals that big cities, especially Dublin, are lagging behind in the return
to normality, with many people spending larger
amounts of time at home.
The movement data is anonymously collected
from hundreds of thousands of Irish smartphones. It shows that people have returned to
normal patterns of life in Ireland’s rural areas
and smaller towns. But with many office workers still operating from home, city centres are
not as active.
According to Apple, driving, walking and general ‘transit’ activity have all risen above
pre-pandemic levels for the first time.
And the Google data, which tracks where people are going, shows that activities such as retail
and commercial have now largely recovered.
Meanwhile, consumer spending has passed
pre-pandemic levels, figures from financial firm
Revolut suggest. Expenditure was up 10pc last
month compared with August two years ago.
It comes as the country prepares to ditch most
remaining Covid restrictions, including rules
around masks, offices and large events.
Most regulations are to be lifted by October
22, but there are major changes today, including
the return of indoor events at 60pc venue
capacity where attendees are vaccinated or
immune.
Full reports: P4-7

Varadkar
had warned
on UK just
before trip
Gabija Gataveckaite
TÁNAISTE Leo Varadkar told
the live events industry that
the UK’s reopening is “definitely” not an example to follow, just days before travelling
to London to attend a music
festival.
Mr Varadkar has been caught
up in fresh controversy – as
the Irish Independent can
reveal that he warned the
meeting last week about the
high numbers of Covid deaths
and hospitalisations in England and Scotland.
He told the meeting that
Britain was the “most open” in
Europe and had the highest
incidence of the virus.
On Saturday, he was photographed attending the Mighty
Hoopla festival in London.
Attendees had to be either
tested or fully vaccinated.
Ex-Fine Gael TD Kate O’Connell said it was “completely
tone-deaf” and that the
image was “jarring”.
Senior industry representatives said they were “very frustrated” with the minister.
Mark Graham, who produces
the Irish Music Industry Podcast, said: “Angry? Please let
him and his colleagues who
have crippled our entertainment industry know.”
Reports, analysis: P10-11

Fionnnán
Sheahan
Only in FF can
a drink driver
take the moral
high ground 19

Royals take crown: Magical Meath stun the Dubs
Meath’s Emma Duggan celebrates after the Royals won their first ever All-Ireland Ladies’ Senior Football
Final at Croke Park to end Dublin’s five-in-a-row ambitions. PHOTO: EÓIN NOONAN Report: P2-3
CORA STAUNTON & EAMONN SWEENEY ON MEATH’S METEORIC RISE: SPORT PULLOUT
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Tánaiste travelled to
UK festival days after
calling event rules
there a ‘bad example’
Gabija Gataveckaite
TÁNAISTE Leo Varadkar told
the live events industry that
the UK’s reopening is “definitely” not an example to follow, just days before travelling
to London to attend a music
festival.
Mr Varadkar has been caught
up in fresh controversy as
the Irish Independent can
reveal that he warned the
meeting about the high numbers of Covid deaths and hospitalisations in England and
Scotland.
The meeting was held
between the live events
sector, Taoiseach Micheál
Martin, Arts and Culture Minister Catherine Martin and the
Tánaiste last Monday.
Mr Varadkar said he “definitely” didn’t think that Britain
was “an example to follow”.
He told the meeting that the
country was the “most open”
in Europe and had the highest
incidence of the virus.
It also can be revealed that
he told the live events sector he finds himself “torn”
as a doctor and as Enterprise
Minister , trying to “get these
things right” when it comes to
deciding on restrictions.
He said that he appreciated his “personal freedom”
and that the Government has
a “dilemma” of balancing public health, economic activity
and personal freedoms.
On Saturday, he was photographed attending the Mighty
Hoopla festival in London.
Attendees had to be either
tested or fully vaccinated.
Ex-Fine Gael TD Kate
O’Connell said it was “completely tone- deaf” and she

Ex-FG TD Kate O’Connell said
the image was jarring
would not return to the party
while it wa s under his leadership. Speaking on RTÉ’s
Brendan O’Connor radio show,
she said that she thought the
image was “jarring”.
Senior industry representatives said they were “very
frustrated” and “disappointed”
in the minister.
It was noted that Mr Varadkar attended the festival on
the first weekend in September, on which E lectric Picnic would normally
take
place.
Mark Graham, who produces
the Irish Music Industry Podcast, said: “Angry? Please let
him and his colleagues who
have crippled our entertainment industry know.”
Some within the industry
also compared the Tánaiste’s
attendance of the London
festival to that of Taoiseach
Micheál Martin’s at the All-Ireland hurling final in Croke
Park last month.
Promoter Justin Green,
member of the Event Industry Alliance and Promoters Forum, said: “We are
extremely disappointed and

annoyed by the actions this
week of An Taoiseach Micheáll
Martin, and Tánaiste Leo
Varadkar, in attending large
organised events, where neither contact-tracing registration or proof of vaccination
was required. This is despite
the Government of Ireland
mandate which has kept our
live entertainment events
sector shut over the past 18
months.”
A spokesperson for the
Tánaiste said that he “does not
think the UK is a good example to follow in terms of managing Covid”.
“His comments referred
to the UK decision to ease
restrictions months ago,
before much of the population
was doubly vaccinated, the
decision not to require masks
indoors and not to use vaccine
passes for indoor activities or
large events. Ireland is following a different approach on
these three matters.”
They said Mr Varadkar
was currently in the UK on a
“private visit” before a trade
mission in London, Paris and
Berlin.
“Like everyone, ministers are
advised to observe local laws
and the restrictions apply to
the country they are in.”
The spokesperson added
that the Tánaiste was one of
the “strongest supporters of
the events industry in Government” and he “supported Electric Picnic going ahead and
other cultural and music events
being allowed before now”.
It is understood Mr Varadkar
travelled to the UK on a commercial flight and he paid for
his own accommodation and
other expenses.

‘Tone-deaf’ Leo Varadkar is now wandering from controversy
Gabija
Gataveckaite

I

T HAS been one controversy after another for
the Tánaiste in recent
months.
Having had a seat
around the Cabinet table
for 10 years as a minister,
taoiseach or now Tánaiste,

Leo Varadkar has had his fair
share of political scandals.
But these days it
seems every move he makes
is a bad one.
It all began to go wrong for
the Fine Gael leader after
the 2020 general election,
when 12 seats were lost.
Dark clouds gathered
after a Garda investigation
began over his leaking of
a confidential copy of the
Government’s proposed
GP contract with the Irish
Medical Organisation to his
friend, Dr Maitiú Ó Tuathail,

It seems
every
step
he takes
is a
misstep

in 2019. After an avalanche
of criticism from opposition
politicians, Mr Varadkar went
on to survive a Sinn Féin vote
of no confidence.
Then one of his closest
supporters, former housing
minister Eoghan Murphy,
resigned as a TD in April
– triggering a by-election in
Dublin Bay South.
Kate O’Connell, a former
deputy in the constituency
whose seat was a casualty in
the general election and who
also happens to be one of the
Tánaiste’s most vocal critics,

Drama:
Micheál
Martin has
defended the
Tánaiste in
the past.
PHOTO: JULIEN
BEHAL

came out on the airwaves and
said the party’s leadership did
not want her to run.
She said she was “not the
desired candidate”.
She also claimed that
her relationship with Mr
Varadkar “never recovered”
following her backing of
Simon Coveney as leader of
Fine Gael.
The Fine Gael party
leader became embroiled
in controversy yet again
earlier this summer after the
Irish Independent reported
that he, alongside newly

