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FiannaFáil declares itself as a
‘charity’ to run€600,000 raffle

::New law allows only philanthropic causes to apply for lottery licenceFionnán Sheahan
IRELAND EDITOR

TAOISEACHMicheál Martin’s
party is running its €600,000
raffle with a licence reserved
for charities.
A new law means that only
charities and philanthropic
causes, like sports clubs and
community groups, can get a
licence from the court to run
a lottery.

But Fianna Fáil has obtained
a licence from the courts to
run its lucrative national draw.
The latest legal loophole
emerges as Fine Gael has
raked in just over €1m from
its own superdraw.
Tánaiste LeoVaradkar’s party
used a legal loophole to adapt
to the new law.

Sinn Féin is in the money
too after raising more than
€200,000 from a fundraiser
at an elite golf club. Mary-Lou
McDonald’s party charged
businesses $7,500 per team at
the golf classic.
The Fianna Fáil minister
who brought in the “modern,
sensible and effective” new

gambling law is promoting the
sale of tickets. JuniorMinister
James Browne is urging sup-
porters to buy the €50 tickets.
When he introduced the new
law exactly a year ago, he said:
“Licences may be issued by
the District Court for charita-
ble and philanthropic causes
only, for example: sports clubs,

community groups.”
Under another law govern-
ing charities, the CharitiesAct,
2009, political parties cannot
be recognised as charities.
The Charities Regulator reit-
erated this in guidelines three
years ago.
Yet Fianna Fáil has obtained
a licence from the District

Court to run the lottery. The
party is availing of a loophole
to come in under the umbrella
of a charity to hold its super-
draw, which brings in about
€600,000 to party coffers.
A lottery licence from the
court allows Fianna Fáil to
charge €50 for a ticket, rather
than amaximum of €10 under
a permit from the gardaí.
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More curbs on
gatherings loom
to tackle surge
EilishO’Regan

MORE restrictions for the run-up to the fes-
tive season and Christmas get-togethers are
on the table amid ongoing concern about
the high level of Covid-19 infection and the
threat of the newOmicron variant.
Chief medical officer Dr Tony Holohan
said yesterday that while there had been a
slowdown in the spread of the virus, cases
remain “very, very high”.
It leaves the country vulnerable to a poten-
tial increase in pre-Christmas socialising on
top of the “obvious uncertainty” around the
new variant which he fears is more infec-
tious that Delta.
Asked if limits on people allowed at gath-
eringswere on the cards, he said theywould
be considered by the National Public Health
Emergency Team when it meets today to
review data on cases and hospitalisations.
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Fianna Fáil declares itself a ‘charity’ in
legal loophole to run€600,000 raffle
:: Fine Gael
rakes in €1m
again from
‘Leo’s Lottery’

Fionnán Sheahan
IRELAND EDITOR

TAOISEACHMicheál Martin’s
party is running its €600,000
raffle with a licence reserved
for charities.
A new lawmeans only chari-
ties and philanthropic causes,
such as sports clubs and
community groups, can get a
licence to run a lottery.
But Fianna Fáil has obtained
permission from the courts to

run its lucrative national draw.
A lottery licence from the
court allows Fianna Fáil to
charge €50 for a ticket, rather
than amaximum of €10 under
a permit from the gardaí.
The latest legal loophole
emerges as Fine Gael has
raked in just over €1m from
its own superdraw. Tánaiste
Leo Varadkar’s party used a
legal loophole to adapt to the
new law.
Sinn Féin is in themoney too
after generating more than
€200,000 from a fundraiser
at an elite golf club. Mary Lou
McDonald’s party charged
businesses $7,500 per team at
the golf classic.
The Fianna Fáil minister
who brought in the “modern,
sensible and effective” new
gambling law is promoting the

sale of tickets. Junior minister
James Browne is urging sup-
porters to buy the €50 tickets.
When he introduced the new
law exactly a year ago, he said:
“Licences may be issued by
the District Court for charit-
able and philanthropic causes
only, for example, sports clubs,
community groups.”
Under another law govern-
ing charities, the Charities Act
2009, political parties cannot
be recognised as charities. The
Charities Regulator reiterated
this point in guidelines three
years ago: “An organisation
that has an exclusively polit-
ical purpose cannot be a reg-
istered Irish charity under the
Charities Act 2009.”
Yet Fianna Fáil has obtained
a licence from the District
Court to run the lottery. The

party is availing of a loophole
to come in under the umbrella
of a charity to hold its super-
draw, which brings in about
€600,000 for party coffers.
The Department of Justice
says there is no definition of
the bodies that can apply to
the District Court for a lottery
licence, under section 28 of
the Gaming and Lotteries Acts
1956-2019.
“The provisions of the act at
section 28 do not preclude a
political party from applying
for a lottery licence. Determi-
nation of an application is a
matter for the District Court.
The Act does not contain a
definition of charitable or phil-
anthropic causes,” it said.
Mr Brownewas asked by the
Irish Independent whether
he felt it was appropriate for

Fianna Fáil to use a licence
that is intended for charitable
and philanthropic causes.
His response was more
vague than his own depart-
ment’s view on the law. “The
issue of a lottery licence is a
matter for the District Court,”
he said.
“I’m not in a position to offer
a legal interpretation of the
provisions of legislation, and
as a minister at the Depart-
ment of Justice it would be
inappropriate forme to do so.”
Fianna Fáil’s last set of pub-
lished accounts show the
party raised €588,158 from
its superdraw in 2019 and
€536,777 in 2018. The party
did not respond to questions
on whether it applied for the
lottery licence as a charitable
or philanthropic cause.

“An application was made to
the DublinMetropolitan Court
for a licence pursuant to sec-
tion 28 of the Gaming and Lot-
teries Act 1956, as amended.
Thematterwas listed for hear-
ing and an orderwas granted,”
a spokesperson said.
Meanwhile, Fine Gael has
banked €1.028m from its
superdraw, which is known
now as Leo’s Lottery, after
selling 12,860 tickets at €80
each.
It has made €18m from its
draw over the past 20 years,
but it had to adjust its raffle
format to take account of the
new law, which restricts ticket
prices to €10.
The “Election Superdraw
2021” tickets were still €80,
but the party now holds 20
draws instead of one.

‘Our families are the real heroes’ – troops fly home from Lebanon
CiaraO’Loughlin

AFTER an arduous six-
month deployment in
South Lebanon, nearly 200
Irish troops arrived home
yesterday eager to spend
Christmaswith their families.
Lieutenant Colonel
Conor Bates, the Officer
Commanding the 118th
Infantry Battalion, said it had
been a “challengingmission”,
but the real heroes were the
troops’ families in Ireland.
“The real heroes were
the people we left at home
because their support to us
is incredible andmilitary
families everywhere and
overseas understand that,”
said Lt Col Bates, who has
three children.
“Mywife and kids went
through their normal lives
at homewhile I was busy.
I think the support we
receive from our families is
incredible.
“I said it to all my soldiers
to thank their families and
I hope they have a great
Christmas and get to have
a rest. The real sacrifice is
reallymade by the families.”
He said while Covid-19
affected theirmission in
Lebanon, “it didn’t stop us
doing our jobs”.
“Lebanon is suffering one
of theworst economic crises
in the history of records so
that added to the tensions
out there, alongwith Covid...
it was a very challenging
mission,” he said.
“We dealt with some
challenging issues but we
managed them verywell.
“We kept the relationship
there with the local people
and because that’s what the
Irish have done traditionally,

so it was difficult with Covid
to do that but wemanaged to
keep those links.”
A total of 341 Defence
Forces personnel joined the
118th Infantry Battalion for
the United Nations Force in
Lebanon (Unifil).
It was Commandant
Deirdre Newell’s third time
with Unifil, and she said this
timewas completely different
due to the country’s economic
crisis.
“With the economic crisis
over there, you can definitely
see the difference,” she said.
“One of the very obvious
ones is there were queues at
fuel stations.
“You can be very disjointed
and immune to newswhen
you are here seeing it all the
time, but when you actually
see it you can see how people
are affected.”
Private Chayanne O’Neill
(25), fromAthlone, said she
was delighted to be home
after her first overseas
mission and couldn’t wait to
see her grandmother, who
had beenworried about her.
“I’m so happy to be home
now it’s Christmas time,” she
said.
“I found it tough being away
from family for sevenmonths.
“It is a long time and it was a
bit hard formy family because
my nanny’s brother lost his
life out here in Lebanon in
1986, so it’s nice to be able to
come home and see her today.
“Her heart was broken, she
was saying mass every day.”
Private O’Neill said the
toughest part of the trip
was having to quarantine
for a month, twoweeks
before travelling and two
weeks when they arrived in
Lebanon.

Warm
welcome:
Sgt Denise
Doyle greets
her son,
Private Corey
Brereton, as
he arrives
back to
Dublin
Airport from
Lebanon.
PHOTO: MARK

CONDREN
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Fresh fears
that frontline
serviceswill
be hit by close
contact surge

GOVERNMENT ministers are worried
that close-contact rules will threaten the
viability of businesses and frontline ser-
vices as Omicron rapidly spreads.
Ministers raised concerns with Nphet
over the rules that require all close con-
tacts of confirmed cases to restrict their
movements for five days even if they have
received a booster vaccine, or 10 days if
they have not.
There is significant concern about how
the rules will affect factories, warehouses
and emergency services.
One senior minister said some sectors
would need a derogation from the strict
rules.
The Cabinet Committee on Covid-19was
warned there could be an estimated 10,000
newCovid cases a day fromChristmas Eve
onwards, and each of these people will
have an average of 3.1 close contacts. This

means around 41,000 people a day will be
told to restrict theirmovements under the
close-contact rules.
Official advice warns these people: “Do
not go to work, unless you work on your
own and can completely avoid other peo-
ple.” They are also warned not to go to the
shops or to school, use public transport, or
have visitors at home.
The Government is concerned therewill
be a huge impact on frontline workers
such as gardaí, the fire brigade and local
authorities.
Ministers also fear the new regime
risks closing down some workplaces
such as factories and warehouses where
employees work in close proximity.
Environment Minister and Green Party
leader Eamon Ryan already faces Christ-
mas in isolation after contracting Covid-
19. He said he was at home following HSE
protocols.

Philip Ryan

FF calls off
‘charity’
raffle and
gives refund
on tickets

FIANNA Fáil is calling off its
controversial ‘charity’ fund-
raising raffle intended to
raised €500,000 for the party.
In a humiliating climbdown,
Taoiseach Micheál Martin’s
party is also refunding the
money for tickets sold so far.
The party declared itself as a
‘charity’ to get a licence to run
its private raffle, as revealed in
the Irish Independent.
But the licence granted to
Fianna Fáil was being legally
challenged,with theTaoiseach
named in the proceedings.
Anew lawmeans only “chari-
ties and philanthropic causes”
can get a licence to run a lot-
tery. But Fianna Fáil obtained
permission from the courts to
run its lucrative national draw.
A lottery licence from the
court allowed the party to
charge €50 for a ticket, rather
than amaximum of €10 under
a permit from the gardaí.
When the law changed, the
party applied to get a licence.
Fianna Fáil officials and
party grandees met over the
weekend and decided to can-
cel the Superdraw 2022.
The tickets were due to be
sold until May. About €12,000
will now have to be refunded.
The party will decide in the
new year how to run the draw
anotherway.
The law governing charities
says a political party cannot
be a charity and a political
purpose is not a “charitable
purpose”.

Fionnán Sheahan

Staff shortages could affect Garda stations,
fire brigade services, factories and warehouses

Simply
the best:
Rachael
Blackmore’s
stunning
year was
recognised
last night
when she
was named
BBCWorld
Sport Star
for 2021.
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high andmany Irish people
living andworking abroad
during the 1960s and 1970s.
“There was such an
outpouring of letters and
parcels going abroad, it was
a lovely idea to have a festive
stamp to stick on them.”
As Irelandwas
predominantly a Catholic
country in 1971, the first
design acknowledged
Christmas as a significant
religious and cultural
festival. On that occasion,
the Department of Posts
and Telegraphs issued the

first Christmas stamp based
on a statue of the Madonna
and Child in Loughrea
Cathedral, Galway.
Christmas stampswere
more formal in theme in the
early days and often featured
fine art classical nativity
scenes. This has changed
over the decades with digital
design and print having an
influence.
An Post came into being in
1984 and it chooses the topics
and designs for all of its
stampswith the help of two
independent committees.

One includes experts on
history and culture, while the
second is made up of notable
names in art and design.
The final topics and
designs are approved by the
Government, so it is quite an
involved process from start
to finish.
The Christmas stamps are
a central part of An Post’s
Christmas campaign, and
its marketing and brand
departments are also involved
in the process.
Their role is to help all
involved understandwhat

the company’s community
purpose is andwhat
messaging is important that
year.
An Post also asks its staff
and thewider public for
suggestions (you can email
suggestions to stampideas@
anpost.ie). This means the
themes are more varied,
and are often a mix of
contemporary and traditional
Christmas images.
The sense of mystery and
expectation is heightened by
the fact the designs are kept
confidential until the day of

issue, and even the majority
of the staff of An Post don’t
get a sneak preview.
“It’s a well-kept secret,” Ms
Mooney said.
“It’s very excitingwhen the
designs are finally printed
and appear in our post offices,
and they begin arriving into
homes around the country
and theworld.
“Everyone involved feels
a bit of pressure to make it
all happen and to ensure the
designs are great, so it feels
really satisfying to see and
touch the final product.”

Stamp issues usually take
18 months to two years to
complete. The Christmas
stamp design process is a
bit shorter as the company
takes customer feedback into
account as well as looking
at what’s happening in the
world.
The arrival of the pandemic
saw the originally planned
stamps for 2020 being
re-designed to reflect the
unexpected changes in
people’s lives, resulting in the
‘Send love’ theme.
“Wewere concerned about
getting ourmessaging and
designs right last year,” Ms
Mooney said.
“We looked for input from
the public about what was
important to them, and as you
can imagine, friends, family,
hugs and community all
featured.”
Once the theme is agreed,
the Stamp Design Advisory
Committee – comprised of
an expert panel of artists and
designers – gets to work. It
commissions original designs
from established artists,
illustrators or designers it
feels will meet the brief.
Given that an ever-growing
percentage of our population
is not Catholic or no longer
subscribes to any religious
belief, is there an impetus
to move away from nativity
scenes?
“We try to appeal to a broad
sweep of card and letter-
writers whowill use our
stamps,” MsMooney said.
“We base our designs on
feedback from customers and
the importance of producing
stamps that are as inclusive
as possible.
“This year, wewere also
conscious of requests from
customers posting to their
friends and family abroad,
and the needs of customers
in an increasingly diverse and
multicultural Ireland.”

Last dates for Christmas
posting: Ireland: December
22; Northern Ireland: Dec 21;
UK: Dec 20

Messaging:
Some of the
stamps from
throughout
the years

FiannaFáil abandons controversial ‘charity’
lotteryandwill refund raffle tickets sold so far
Fionnán Sheahan
IRELAND EDITOR

FIANNA Fáil is calling off its
controversial ‘charity’ fund-
raising raffle intended to raise
€500,000 for the party.
In a humiliating climbdown,
Taoiseach Micheál Martin’s
party is also refunding the
money for tickets sold so far.
The party declared itself as a
‘charity’ to get a licence to run
its private raffle, as revealed in
the Irish Independent.
But the licence granted to
Fianna Fáil was being legally
challenged,with theTaoiseach
named in the proceedings.
Anew lawmeans only “chari-
ties and philanthropic causes”

can get a licence to run a lot-
tery. But Fianna Fáil obtained
permission from the courts to
run its lucrative national draw.
A lottery licence from the
court allowed the party to
charge €50 for a ticket rather
than amaximum of €10 under
a permit from the gardaí.
When the law changed, the
party applied to the courts to
get a licence.
Fianna Fáil officials and
party grandees met over the
weekend and decided to can-
cel the Superdraw 2022.
The tickets were due to be
sold until May of next year.
About €12,000worth of tickets
will now have to be refunded.
The party will decide in the

new year how to run the draw
anotherway.
The law governing charities
says a political party cannot
be a charity and a political
purpose is not a “charitable
purpose”.
A Supreme Court ruling
from 1980 also ruled against
a Fianna Fáil branch being
granted a lottery licence.
Fianna Fáil applied for a
licence in February for its 2021
draw and in September for its
2022 draw.
The U-turn had been
prompted by the prospect of a
costly and lengthy court chal-
lenge.
The 2022 draw is now being
abandoned. The movewill not

affect the €450,000 raised in
the 2021 draw.
In a message sent out by
party headquarters, Fianna
Fáil members were asked not
to sell any more tickets and
refund the sold tickets.
“While the draw has been
granted a licence by the rele-
vant court, the party has been
advised of a potential legal
challenge by way of a poten-
tially lengthy and costly judi-
cial review process.
“The party’s trustees and
honorary treasurers have con-
sidered this matter. While the
licence was validly granted, it
would neither be reasonable
nor practical to run the Super
Draw against the backdrop of

an ongoing legal challenge. It
would also involve committing
a very large amount in legal
costs – potentially equivalent
to a significant portion of the
draw proceeds. Furthermore,
it is very likely that no legal
reviewwould be completed in
time for the plannedMay 2022
SuperDraw date andmaywell
stretch well beyond that date,”
the memo to members said.
The court challenge is being
taken by the whistleblower
who revealed Tánaiste Leo
Varadkar’s GP contract scan-
dal. The judicial review was
lodged in the High Court on
Friday by businessman Chay
Bowes against the granting
of the licence by the district

court. Mr Bowes is understood
to be challenging Fianna Fáil
being granted the status of a
charity or philanthropic cause.
Mr Bowes came to promi-
nence when he revealed Mr
Varadkar leaked a confidential
GP contract in 2019 while he
was Taoiseach. The leaking of
the document to a friend ofMr
Varadkar is still being investi-
gated by gardaí.
The official courts register
lists the purpose of the licence
as “to raise funds for Fianna
Fáil and assist Fianna Fáil in
its own fundraising efforts”.
The Taoiseach, party trus-
tees and officials are listed as
respondents in the case. The
casewas due up in court today.
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Airwe go:
Amember
of the Ramp
House
and Zeal
BMX crew
performs
tricks at Sea
Sessions Surf
and Music
Festival in
Bundoran,
Co Donegal,
before the
pandemic hit.
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Ninemonkeypox cases
confirmed in Ireland
EilishO’Regan

NINE confirmed cases ofmon-
keypox infection have been
notified in Ireland to date.
So far all cases are men, with
a median age of 37 years. They
range in age from 32 to 46,
according to the Health Pro-
tection Surveillance Centre
(HPSC).
All cases self-identify as gay,
bisexual or other men who
have sex with men. No cases
have been hospitalised for
clinical care.
The epidemiological picture
in Ireland is similar to that
seen in other countries. As of
June 8 more than 1,000 cases
have been identified world-
wide. Monkeypox spreads
through close contact, includ-
ing contact with the skin rash
of someonewith the disease.
People who closely interact
with someone who is infec-
tious are at greater risk for

infection: this includes house-
hold members, sexual part-
ners and healthcare workers.
The risk of spread within the
community in general is very
low.
Symptoms of monkeypox
virus infection include:

l Itchy rash
l Fever (over 38.50C)
l Headache
l Muscle aches
l Backache
l Swollen lymph nodes
l Chills
l Exhaustion
The rash starts as raised red
spots that quickly change into
little blisters. It usually devel-
opswithin one to three days of
the start of the fever or other
symptoms, but some people
may only have a rash.
The rash can first appear
on the face although fol-
lowing sexual contact, it
may be found initially in the
anogenital areas.

show could go ahead last
year but uncertainty around
the lifting of restrictions saw
them take the decision to
cancel. Now they are looking
forward to a full return of the
crowds as they used to be.
“There was a good appetite
out there because people
have missed those shows –
this is a great family day out
and there’s something for
everybody,” MrMolloy said.

“Some of the urban people
might not think it was for
them but there is something
for everyone here.We have
the all-Ireland baking final
and the other cookery events,
we have horticulture events.
We have a full line-up of
musical acts.”
He added that the traders
were anxious to get back to
business and had suffered
from not being able to exhibit.

‘Old-style FF stroke’ as last
minute law change allows
big parties to raisemillions
Fionnán Sheahan

A NEW law will allow the big
political parties, like Fianna
Fáil and Fine Gael, to raise
millions in funding between
elections.
The last-minute change
to new legislation, suppos-
edly reforming the political
system, has been described
as a “good old-style Fianna Fáil
stroke”.
The Government move fol-
lows Fianna Fáil being forced
to call off a controversial raffle,
intended to raise €500,000,
after declaring itself a “char-
ity” to get a licence.
Changes to gambling laws
mean only “charities and
philanthropic causes” can get
a licence to run a lottery. A
licence granted to Fianna Fáil
was legally challenged last
Christmas with the Taoiseach
named in the proceedings.
Housing Minister Darragh
O’Brien is now bringing for-
ward the changes next week
that will exempt political par-
ties from such restrictions.
But the Labour Party says
the late change has nothing
to dowith the electoral reform
bill, which is about bringing
in an independent referee for
elections and the political
system.
Normally, last-minute
amendments involve techni-
cal tidying up of laws or mat-
ters which have arisen during
Dáil debates. But the minister
has brought in a substantial
change with the fundraising
regulations, making up an
entirely new section of the
existing legislation.
Labour’s Ged Nash says the
lottery licence for political
parties has nothing to do with
the original scope of the bill
and there was no previous
mention made of any inten-
tion to broaden it out. He said
the Government had already
tried to railroad through other
changes.
“Now they’re trying this
stunt. It’s no way to do busi-
ness, it’s now looking like a
good old-style Fianna Fáil
stroke,” he said.
The law will mean parties
can apply to the District Court
for a lottery licence. There is
no mention of a limit on the
amount of money that can
be raised. Showing the scale
of the fundraising, the prize
money is capped at €360,0000.
Fine Gael has regularly taken
in €1m from past fundraisers
of this type and Fianna Fáil
brings in about €500,000. The
money goes into the parties’
electionwar chests.
But Fianna Fáil and Fine
Gael got badly caught out by
a change to gambling laws,
which their own ministers
brought in two years ago,

which affected their lucrative
fundraisers. Fine Gael got
around the change by having
multiple raffles.
But Fianna Fáil applied to

the courts for a licence as a
“charity”.
After their “charity” status
was revealed in the Irish Inde-
pendent, a legal challenge
was taken against the licence.
Fianna Fáil cancelled its draw
and refunded any money
raised.
Under the Gaming and Lot-
teries (amendment) Act 2019,
lotteries under permit have
strict rules, including “the
maximum ticket price is €10”
and “the maximum weekly
prize fund limit is €5,000”.
Now an amendment to new
legislation, tabled by Minister
O’Brien, will give political par-
ties a special loophole.

The Government approved
the change last month “to
allow political parties to apply
for a lottery licence in support
of their fundraising activities”,
a spokesman for the minister
said.
“The amendment proposed
is in line with the provisions
that generally apply to fund-
raising lotteries as set out in
the Gaming and Lotteries leg-
islation, including the fund-
raising limits that apply,” the
spokesman said.
The Electoral Reform Bill is
primarily about introducing an
Electoral Commission, which
will be in charge of running
elections.

Change: Housing Minister
Darragh O’Brien
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Separatist
regions in
Ukraine ask
Kremlin for
military help
PeterGraff

THE leaders of Ukraine’s two
separatist regions last night
asked Vladimir Putin for
help fighting Kyiv’s military
“aggression”, according to the
Kremlin, as the US warned an
invasionwas “imminent”.
Ukraine last night called up
200,000 reservists as the coun-
try braced itself for a full-scale
invasion by Russia that could
be launched as early as today.
Volodymyr Zelensky,
the Ukrainian president,
announced a state of emer-
gency with martial law due
to follow while Russia shut
down its embassy in Kyiv and
ordered its citizens out of the
country ahead of what West-
ern officials now believe is an
inevitable onslaught.
Russia stepped up its cyber
attacks on Ukraine, shutting
down the websites of the for-
eign ministry, state security
service and parliament.
Irish citizens still in Ukraine
were urged yesterday to evacu-
ate because the Department of
Foreign Affairs’ ability to help
will be limited if the situation
worsens. In an email, Ambas-
sador Therese Healy stressed
recipients should “leave imme-
diately”.
Meanwhile, shelling inten-
sified at the line of contact in
eastern Ukraine yesterday,
where Mr Putin this week rec-
ognised the independence of
the two Moscow-backed rebel
regions.
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€1bn inCovid savings
drivinguphouseprices
CharlieWeston
PERSONAL FINANCE EDITOR

PANDEMIC savings are fuel-
ling property price increases,
with money saved on child-
care and commuting boost-
ing home-buying power by an
additional €1bn.
A new report today reveals
the full scale of the effect on
the housingmarket of pent-up
savings.
It is likely to be adding
around 5pc to house price

inflation, according to the
latest KBC Bank consumer
sentiment index. It comes as
a new report reveals how the
number of first-time buyers
approved for a mortgage last
month was the highest since
records began in 2011.
A total of 1,868 first-time buy-

ers were approved for a mort-
gage in January, up almost
10pc on the same month last
year, with first-time buyers
accounting for more than half
of all approved mortgages in
the month.
Latest figures from the Cen-
tral Statistics Office show

property prices shot up by
14.4pc nationally last year, and
are now just 4pc off the Celtic
Tiger peak.
A chronic shortage of both
new and existing properties
has been blamed for pushing
up house prices, but the KBC
survey is the first attempt to
put figures on the effect pan-
demic savings are having.
People who are able to work
from home and may have
saved on childcare, commut-
ing and other costs during the

pandemic have collectively
saved around €15bn above
what would normally be put
aside.
One in 10 people surveyed by
KBC who have built up pan-
demic savings said theywould
use the money to buy a house
or fund their education. KBC
economist Austin Hughes said
it seemed likely a big chunk of
the savings s being held to be
used as deposits.

:: Pandemic cash could now be
adding 5pc to property values

Full report: Pages 12-13

RTÉ duo accused of using ‘virulently
sexist’ material to promote new show

RTÉ radio presenters ‘The 2 Johnnies’ – Johnny McMahon and Johnny O’Brien – have
been accused of using “virulently sexist” material to promote their new show on 2FM.
The comedy duo read out several crude references to women’s genitalia in a video
which TD Holly Cairns has condemned for contributing to “a toxic culture”. See P3
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RTÉ’s new presenters
are accused of posting
‘virulently sexist’ video
:: TD criticises
The 2 Johnnies
over online clip
for podcast

Fionnán Sheahan

A VIDEO containing “viru-
lently sexist” material pro-
moting a new RTÉ radio
programme with ‘The 2 John-
nies’ has been condemned.
The video, featuring two new
RTÉ presenters, contains sev-
eral crude references to wom-
en’s genitalia.
Social Democrats TD Holly
Cairns says RTÉ presenters
should be calling out sexist
comments, “not laughing
alongwith them, and certainly
not promoting them”.
Johnny McMahon and
JohnnyO’Brien began hosting
a newdrive-time showon 2FM
under their stage name, The 2
Johnnies, last Monday.
RTÉ hired the Tipperary
natives due to their “incredible
chemistry and content”.
However, the pro-
gramme was being promoted
by the comedy duo in a video
that portrayed women in a
negative light.
The innuendo-laden video
came from The 2 Johnnies
podcast, which is separate
from their newRTÉ show.
But RTÉ’s 2FM is clearly ref-
erenced in the video and in

social media posts to promote
the show: ‘Drive It with The
2 Johnnies, Monday-Friday,
3pm-6pm, RTÉ 2FM.’
Other social media posts
also specifically reference the
station: ‘Hear us on 2FM’. The
video has since been deleted.
In the video, the presenters
read out and comment on a
series of vulgar car stickers
sent in to them by listeners of
their podcast.
Among the slogans read out
during the piece were: ‘Wor-
kin’ the land and droppin’ the
hand’, ‘Tyres are like women,
no good unless they are
squealing’, and ‘Hocus Pocus,
I got your girl in my Focus’.
Other stickers included: ‘If
you can make a girl laugh
and giggle, you can make her
cheeks clap and wiggle’ and
‘She’s not a princess, she’s a
sl*t’.
The Irish Independent has
chosen not to publish other
offensive remarks made dur-
ing the podcast.
The video,which is no longer
online, finishes with a promo-
tional advertisement for their
RTÉ 2FM programme.
Ms Cairns, her party’s social
justice spokesperson, said
there had been a national con-
versation recently about vio-
lence against women inwhich
menwere implored to call out
sexist and misogynistic com-
ments when they see them.
“It is therefore bizarre to see
two prominent podcasters and
2FM broadcasters promote
a segment on their podcast,

in which they read virulently
sexist slogans while laughing
uproariously.
“Sexist comments, in which
women are objectified and
demeaned, are incredibly
insidious and contribute to a
toxic culture in which women
feel unsafe.
“Dressing these remarks up
as banter or jokes does noth-
ing to dull their damaging
impact,” she said.
“The 2 Johnnies may feel it
is hilarious to refer to women
as ‘sl*ts’ on their show, but
women and girls routinely
experience that word being
roared at them in the street
or directed at them on social
media platforms – and it is not
funnywhen it happens.
“Presenters on RTÉ should
be calling out comments like
these – not laughing along
with them, and certainly not
promoting them.”
In a statement, RTÉ told the
Irish Independent: “In advance
of The 2 Johnnies’ first show
on 2FM, the two presenters
were brought through RTÉ’s
broadcast guidelines and
social media policies.
“The tweet that was brought
to our attention this afternoon
had already been removed
from The 2 Johnnies’ social
media account. RTÉ 2FM
received no complaints.”
Mr McMahon and Mr
O’Brien have a relationship
with RTÉ that goes back sev-
eral years. They have under-
taken a number of TV projects
for the station.

Toxic
culture: The
2 Johnnies
– Johnny
McMahon
and Johnny
O’Brien –
are 2FM’s
latest hopes.
Above: One
of the car
stickers
featured in
their promo
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Under-fireRTÉbosses take ‘The 2 Johnnies’
off the air after sexism rowas videos deleted
RTÉ management are under
fire after two new radio pre-
senters were taken off the
air following criticism over
“virulently sexist” material.
Just three days after their
new show began on 2FM, The
2 Johnnies were absent from
the airwaves over a video pro-
moting their showDrive It.
The video featuring the pod-
casters contains several crude
references to female genitalia.
The podcast presenters have
also now deleted a number of
other videos that contained
similar content, with refer-
ences of a sexual nature.

Following the coverage in
the Irish Independent yes-
terday and a political back-
lash, RTÉ is conducting “a
review” and the presenters
were absent from their show
on 2FM yesterday.
The comedy duo apologised
for the “offensive” content.
The review is expected to
focus on issues including pos-
sible breaches of the national
broadcaster’s social media
policy.
RTÉ sources said the matter
was being taken seriously.
In a statement, The 2 John-
nies, Johnny O’Brien and
Johnny McMahon, said: “We
would like to apologise for the
content which appeared on

our social media, these posts
were offensive and should
never have been published.
“This is not who we are nor
what we stand for.
“We aim to do better in the
future, we are not perfect and
we are learning all the time.”
The 2 Johnnies were con-
tacted by the Irish Independ-
ent on Wednesday regarding
the comments, but did not
respond.
In a statement, a spokesper-
son for the national broad-
caster said: “RTÉ believes in
dignity and respect and does
not tolerate material or atti-
tudes of this nature.
“The 2 Johnnies will not be
on air today while we review

the matter.” The pair only
began hosting the new drive-
time show on 2FM under their
stage name, The 2 Johnnies,
on Monday.
The innuendo-laden video
came from The 2 Johnnies
podcast, which is separate
from their newRTÉ show.
But RTÉ’s 2FM was clearly
referenced in the video and in
social media posts to promote
the RTÉ show: “Drive It with
The 2 JohnniesMonday-Friday
3pm-6pm RTÉ 2FM.”
The video has since been
deleted. In the video the pre-
senters read out and comment
on a series of vulgar car stick-
ers sent in to them by listeners
of their podcast.

Among the slogans read
out during the piece is “Wor-
kin’ the land and droppin’ the
hand”; “Tyres are like women,
no good unless they are
squealing” and “Hocus Pocus,
I got your girl in my Focus”.
Social Democrats TD Holly
Cairns led the condemnation
of the material.
She said RTÉ presenters
should be calling out sexist
comments, “not laughing
alongwith them and certainly
not promoting them”.
Fine Gael joined in the criti-
cism yesterdaywith TDCiarán
Cannon saying the “licence
fee cannot be used to fund an
undermining of our ambition
to make Ireland a more equal

and safer place forwomen”.
But Fine Gael TD Jennifer
Carroll MacNeill also raised
questions about RTÉmanage-
ment’s handling of thematter.
“There is a very important
question for RTÉ about the
sequence of events and what
their response was to the que-
ries made by journalists and
when they made a decision to
take this off air.
“Was it the case that there
was a news article published
in a prominent newspaper
today and RTÉmade a change
after that?
“RTÉ was well aware of it,
theywere aware that the video
had been taken down and they
still went on air yesterday.”

Fionnán Sheahan
andCiaraO’Loughlin

Presenters find out that being an RTÉ broadcaster is senior
hurling – but Montrose bosses also have to up their game

onMonday, February 21, the
two presenters were brought
through RTÉ’s broadcast
guidelines and social media
polices. The tweet that was
brought to our attention this
afternoon had already been
removed fromThe 2 Johnnies
social media account. RTÉ
2FM received no complaints,”
the station responded.
The social media rules were
germane but missed the
point. RTÉ bosses offered no
criticism of the material in
the video. Not just tone deaf
– stone deaf.
Contrast that with RTÉ’s
response yesterday after the
Irish Independent revealed
the content of the video,
with Social Democrats
TDHolly Cairns calling it
“virulently sexist”.
“RTÉ believes in dignity and
respect and does not tolerate
material or attitudes of this
nature. The 2 Johnnies will
not be on air todaywhile we
review the matter.”
What a difference 48 hours
made to the approach of
RTÉmanagement. The
2 Johnnies apologised,
saying the social media posts
“were offensive and should
never have been published”.
“This is not whowe are nor
what we stand for.”
Really? Similarmaterial was
repeated a number of times
on their podcast.
The pair have been
described as a tribute act
to D’Unbelievables. Among
their repertoire is a parody of
Ed Sheeran’s Thinking Out
Loud, where theymimic GAA
mentors trying to convince
an ageing player to “drop back
to Junior B”.
The 2 Johnnies will soon
find out if the same fate
awaits them after three days
on the All-Ireland pitch.

I
RONICALLY, there’s
a photo of Mary
Robinson’s election
poster on thewall
behind him as
Johnny B laughs
while reading a lewd

car sticker from a 01 Corolla
with a spoiler on the back:
“Buckfast sippin. Tyres rippin.
F**** d******. Donegal ‘18.”
“Ah, stop,” Johnny Smacks
says, guffawing and shaking
his head.
It’s part of a conversation
about car stickers that
became a regular item on The
2 Johnnies Podcast recently.
The material being joked
about was clearly sexist
andwas recorded since the
comedy duowere announced
as new presenters on 2FM.
It means theywere under
more scrutiny as theymoved
up from junior to senior
hurlingwith the broadcaster.
Where they landed in
trouble was mixing the risque
material from their podcast
with their new show on
RTÉ. But isn’t that why they
were hired in the first place?
The 2 Johnnies Podcast has
one of the biggest listener-
ships in the country. RTÉ
wanted a rub of the fairy dust.
“We have been listening
to The 2 Johnnies for the
last number of years and
2FM is thrilled to welcome
them to the station. The lads
have incredible chemistry
and content. I believe the
2FM audiencewill love
them,” head of 2FMDan

Fionnán
Sheahan

Healy said this month. It’s
reasonable to deduce that RTÉ
knew exactlywhat theywere
getting. The showwas even
going to be broadcast from the
pair’s studio in Tipperary.
What also happened in the
past monthwas a national
discussion about violence
against women in thewake
of the murder of Ashling
Murphy.
The debate evolved into an
appeal to men to call out sexist
andmisogynistic comments
when they see or hear
them. The point is, insidious

comments contribute to
a toxic culture that makes
women feel unsafe. The
messagewas that everyman
has a contribution to make to
support women.
The 2 Johnnies, with their
large following, are influential,
with a demographic
whose attitudes people
are trying to change. The
wake-up call debate was
alien to them. Rather than
contributing to the solution,
theywere adding to the
problem. And now they
were being employed by the

national broadcasterwith
licence fee payers’ money.
The new show,Drive It,
began onMonday at 3pm.
At 1.42pm, The 2 Johnnies
put a video on social media
featuring an excerpt from
their latest podcast discussion
about car stickers.
Among the slogans read out

during the piecewas: “Workin’
the land and droppin’ the
hand”; “Tyres are like women,
no good unless they’re
squealing”, and “She’s not a
princess, she’s a sl*t”. Those
are the milder ones.

There were several cruder
references, which the Irish
Independent has chosen not
to publish. But 2FM is clearly
referenced in the video and in
social media posts to promote
the RTÉ show.
Cross-contamination
in the video from the
podcast promoting the RTÉ
programmewas a problem.
The videowas deleted. RTÉ
management was told about it
featuring the sexist comments
on Tuesday.
“In advance of The 2
Johnnies first show on 2FM

Stone deaf:
The 2
Johnnies
– Johnny
O’Brien
and Johnny
McMahon –
apologised,
saying the
social media
posts “were
offensive and
should never
have been
published”.
PHOTO: RUTH

MEDJIBER
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Presenters are forced to delete
sexist material from podcast as
RTÉ DJs scramble to save show
Fionnán Sheahan and
SaoirseMulgrew

RTÉ radio presenters The 2
Johnnies are deleting sexist
material from their podcast
as they scramble to save their
2FM show.
The new RTÉ DJs were
called out for “virulently sex-
ist” material in a video pro-
moting their 2FMprogramme,
and the future of the new show
remains in doubt as RTÉ con-
tinues to review the matter.
The video containing several
crude references to female
genitalia was deleted earlier
this week as it promoted their
new 2FM programme.
The comedy duo apologised
for the “offensive” content, say-
ing it should “never have been
published”.
Yet the podcast contain-
ing the same sexist material,
which the video came from,
was still published yesterday.
The presenters also pro-
moted their new RTÉ show
in the same podcast. Among
the car-sticker slogans read
out during the podcast were:
“Workin’ the land and drop-
pin’ the hand”; “Tyres are like

women, no good unless they
are squealing”, and “She’s not
a princess, she’s a sl*t”.
There were several other
crude references, which the
Irish Independent has chosen
not to publish.
After the “offensive” mate-
rial is discussed, The 2 John-
nies, John O’Brien and John
McMahon, go on to plug their
new showon RTÉ 2FM’sDrive
It, which was beginning that
day.
“Drive it with The 2 John-
nies. There you go. That’s a
live jingle for you, three to
six, everyday, Monday to Fri-
day, that’s our show there. It’s
going to bemadness. It’s going
to be different to anything
you’ve ever heard because the
two of us are f***ing mental,”
McMahon says.
When contacted by this
newspaper about whether
there was any plan to remove
the “offensive” material from
the podcast, The 2 Johnnies
did not respond.
However, an RTÉ spokesper-
son said: “We understand The
2 Johnnies podcast is being
edited.” In the podcast, McMa-
hon begins the conversation

saying: “Another running
theme, Johnny. This is proba-
bly my favourite feature of the
podcast.”
The pair are now saying
another staff member put the
video together and say they
did not see it before itwas pub-
lished. O’Brien said the pair’s
intention was to condemn the
slogans but said theywere not
“clear enough in our condem-
nation of them”.
“In the social media clip that
went out, the context is taken
out. As soon we saw the video,
we took it down.We didn’t edit
that video ourselves, it was
one of our team, which makes
it our responsibility and we
have to stand over it,” he said
on RTÉ’s Liveline.
“And that’s why we’ve apol-
ogised for it because without
the context that video is offen-
sive. On the podcast we were
condemning these stickers.
We didn’t condemn them
enough, but we did say these
are scandalous and these are
too far.
“The ‘catch The 2 Johnnies
on 2FM’ sticker at the endwas
an accident. It was nothing to
dowith 2FM.”

and episodes such as The Fast
AndThe Bicurious,OneMan,
ThreeWives, Elvis Is Alive And
He Lives In Limerick orWill
You Shift My Friend saw them
hogging the number one
position in Ireland’s podcast
charts for over 80weeks, even
knocking George Ezra off the
number-one slot with their
songWhen I Play ForThe
County.
From smaller gigs like
college ragweeks andMacra
na Feirme events, they began
to taste real success, with
a nationwide tour in 2019
before Covid struck. The
Everyman in Cork recalled
their date had a 70pc capacity
andwas verywell received by
a “youngish andmore male
than usual” audience.
They performed as far afield
as Sydney, Dubai and the US
– going down a stormwith a
homesick Irish crowd.
Last year, RTÉ gave them
a TV series, The 2 Johnnies
Take On, which saw the
comedians dabble in TikTok,
alternative sports and street
art, workingwith American
visual artist Peter Tunney on
that particular episode.
“Theywere fantastic
guys,” he told the Irish
Independent, describing them
as “life-enhancing, funny and
considerate”.
“But boy, oh boywhat
human being doesn’t say
something he regrets?” he
said of the current storm.
“One comment out of context
doesn’t make the man – and I
don’t know any saints.”

member commenting: “A
podcast isn’t the same as
national radio.”
However, those who have
known the pair since their
earlier days speak of an
admirable work ethic that lies
behind their rise to success.
They first struck up a
friendship in 2009 one
evening at hurling training.
After school, Johnny B
went on to workwith the
family business, O’Brien’s in
Dranganmaking hurleys,
while Johnny Smacks had a
range of jobs, fromworking
in a bacon factory to a clothes
shop andmore recently, in a
butcher’s.
Finbar Lonergan, manager
of Dolan’s SuperValu in Cahir,
remembers Johnny Smacks
well from his days working
there at the butcher’s counter.
“Hewould be a character
– very popularwith the
customers and other staff
members, you could call him
a likeable rogue,” he said.
Heworkedwith them for
three or four years and got his
diploma in butchery but even
when he hit the big time,
never developed any airs or
graces.
“You’d be hoping it would
blow over,” says Finbar of the
current controversy. “I think
it wasn’t their fault – it wasn’t
their opinions.”
In 2014, they produced a
comic sketch for the local
pantomime productionwhich
went down a storm, with
another the following year.
This gave John O’Connor,

then chairman of Cahir GAA,
an idea for a club fundraiser.
“After they did the panto, we
asked them to do the MC at a
Strictly Come Dancing event
wewere having.
“It was on two nights – the
Friday and the Saturday and
on the Friday, theywere
bouncing off one another.
“Theywere on stage for
fourminutes and the place
was buzzing. Come Saturday
morning, everybodywas
looking for tickets for that
night.We could have sold an
awful lot more tickets if we
had a bigger venue.”
When they hit the big time,
hewasn’t surprised. “We
could see them coming up
all along. Theymade great
progress.”
He said he hadn’t realised
how big theywere until he
heard some of the younger
staff members and students
at the agricultural college
where he teaches talking
about them. “If I mentioned
their names, they’re stone
cracked about them.”
He too, hopes their careers
canweather this storm.
“They’re brilliant to the
town here – two great lads.
They started out, one a
hurleymaker and the other a
butcher, and theyworked very
hard. Comedy isn’t easy and
if you ever asked them to do
anything for you theywould.”
Six months after the GAA
sketch, they gave up the
day jobs to focus on The 2
Johnnies Podcast which
became an internet sensation,

Controversy:
Johnny
McMahon
and Johnny
O’Brien were
forced to
apologise for
a crude and
“offensive”
online
video about
women.
PHOTO: ANDRES

POVEDA
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Nuclearplant ablaze asPutin
warns: ‘Worst is yet to come’
GordonRayner, Nataliya
Vasilyeva&EoghanMoloney

EUROPE’S largest nuclear
power plant was ablaze last
night following Russian shell-
ing asVladimir Putin vowed to
“seize the whole of Ukraine”
andmade clear that “theworst
is yet to come”.
Ukraine’s Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba last night said

that a blaze had broken out at
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
station in the south of the
country after Russian troops
fired on it from all sides.
It was unclear last night how
serious the firewas, norwhich

part of the plant was ablaze.
However, a government
spokesman said that elevated
levels of radiation were being
detected near the site.
Mr Kuleba called for an
immediate end to shelling,
claiming an explosion there
could be far larger than Cher-
nobyl.
The mayor of nearby Ener-
godar confirmed the blaze and

warned that it posed a threat
to world security
Plant spokesman Andriy Tuz
told Ukrainian television that
it was urgent to halt the fight-
ing to put out the flames.
The plant accounts for about
one quarter of Ukraine’s power
generation.
Mr Putin insisted yesterday
the invasion of Ukraine was
“going strictly to schedule”

despite claims from Ukrain-
ian officials that 9,000 Rus-
sian soldiers have been killed.
He called Ukrainians resisting
his army “extreme gangsters”
and “neo-Nazis”.
He was speaking during a
televised address after rising
criticism of the war by influ-
ential Russian organisations,
including the country’s sec-
ond-biggest oil and gas giant.

Videos have emerged of tear-
ful Russian prisoners of war
calling on their countrymen to
rise up againstMr Putin.
He responded by calling his
soldiers “heroes” and insisted
there would be compensation
packages for injured service
personnel and the families of
those killed.

Full reports: Pages 2-9

Full report: Pages 4-5

Fionnán
Sheahan
in Dorohusk

‘I must leave my daughter here and return to my husband in Ukraine’

THE disturbing choices thrown
up bywar are epitomised by
the upheaval besetting Mairina
Backz and her daughter Sophia.
Havingwalked across the
border into Poland from
Ukraine, the mother and her
nine-year-old daughterwere
standing on the side of the road.
Ms Backz told how as the
fighting got closer to their home
in the city of Kovel she made
the decision to get Sophia out. “I
have to give my daughter to my
sister, who is (living) in Poland
now,” she said. “I have to come
back to Ukraine, because my
husband is there. I cannot leave
my husband in such a situation.”

Upheaval:
Mairina
Backz with
her daughter
Sophia who
crossed from
Ukraine to
Poland at the
Dorohusk
border in
Poland.
PHOTO: MARK
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WAR INEUROPE
‘I have to givemy
daughter tomy
sister – I cannot
leavemyhusband’

T HE distressing
choices thrown up
by war are epito-
mised by Mairina
Backz.

Having walked across the
border into Poland from
Ukraine with nine-year-old
daughter Sophia, she was now
standing on the side of the
road. Her sister was coming
to collect Sophia and the pair
spoke on the phone to figure
out her exact location.
Then Mairina was planning
to head back. The family live
in the city of Kovel, in north-
western Ukraine. The conflict
hasn’t yet reached there, but
there was fighting just 40km
away, so it was time to get
Sophia out. Able-bodied men
between the ages of 18 and 60
are not allowed to leave the
country, as they must stay to
fight the Russians, soMairina’s
husband is still at home.
“I have to give my daughter
to my sister, who is (living) in
Poland now. I have to come
back to Ukraine, because my
husband is there. I cannot
leave my husband in such a
situation,” she said.
While Mairina looked
around, describing exactly
where they were located,
Sophia played on her phone,
her mother carrying a small

blue suitcase with her daugh-
ter’s clothes. Mairina’s sister
arrived at the border crossing
and hugged Sophia. Half an
hour later, Mairina headed
back in the opposite direction,
not knowing when she will
meet her daughter or sister
again. The partingwas treated
as a pragmatic move on her
part to protect her daughter,
and now she had to figure out
the practicalities of how to get
back across the border and
return to her home.
“My daughter will sit in the
car with my sister. But I don’t
know. I cannot come myself. I
have to go by car. I have to ask
somebody,” she said.
More than 80 years ago,
war hit Kovel when the Nazis
invaded Ukraine. The scale of
the brutality still appals: the
Germans murdered 18,000
Jews there in the autumn of
1942. There was fierce fight-
ing in the city between the SS
Panzer Division and the Red
Army in 1944, when the Soviet
Union pushed the Germans
back. It was also the scene of
ethnic divisions along the bor-
derwith Poles taking refuge in
Kovel from genocide during
that period.
Now the traffic is going in
the opposite direction.
Four generations later, war

has returned to the region, on
the border of the European
Union. A constant stream of
refugees comes across the
border into Poland.
In many cases, they are liter-
ally dropped off at the side of
the road.
The border crossing at Dor-
ohusk is normally a truck stop
with dusty car parks, a café
and a shop. It resembles a toll
bridge in Ireland, say, on the
M4 or the M1, with the lanes
of the road passing through
booths with barriers.
Now there is a series of
makeshift marquees to assist
the refugees upon their
arrival in Poland. Aid agencies
and volunteers staff a series
of tents giving out food, hot
drinks, water, clothes and toi-
letries, such as tampons and
nappies. Telecoms companies
have staff handing out Polish
Sim cards as phones on the
Ukrainian networks won’t
work here.
There’s a smell of timber
smoke in the air from a camp-
fire that’s burning to keep
thosewaitingwarm. Some ref-
ugees lean up against motor-
way crash barriers, wrapped in
colourful blankets. It’s a chilly
1C and the skim of the water
in a pond across the road has
frozen.

Around the corner in a bus-
tling car park, there’s a smell
of sausages as a volunteer
cooks on a grill for Ukrain-
ians, some of whom have
been travelling for three days.
What’s striking is the number
of womenwith small children.
Exhausted from travelling, a
small boy sleeps sitting on top
of a suitcase, propped up by
his mother.
Standing out in the cold, two
women with babies in prams
rock them back and forth and
try to keep them distracted.
A mother named Oxana
carries her one-year-old son,
Lazar, who holds a bright red
heart-shaped lollipop.

The usual two-hour journey
from the town of Lutsk in
eastern Ukraine took 20 hours
in her car. “We go to find new
home now,” she says.
Dropped off on the Ukrain-
ian side of the border, some
refugees get lifts to the safety
of Poland. It takes time to get
near to and across the border,
then there can be a further
wait for their lift to arrive, so
they stand outside in the cold
weather.
On the Polish side of the bor-
der, if they are not being met
by family or friends, lifts are
available to the train station or
nearby towns.
Mairina’s story is not unique.

Another parent with a conflict
at heart was Aleksandr Mok-
natko. His wife and daughter
are back in Kyiv, while he is
in Poland, where he has lived
and worked for the past three
years.
“I think our people are very
strong people and I think this
war, I don’t know… we must
win. We must win. We are
strong family and we make all
for our people,” he said.
“My family is in Kyiv. This
is sixth day now. Sorry for
my English. My wife and my
daughter, they make bread
and food for our strong guys
[soldiers] who stay in Kyiv and
theymake help and I makemy

The Dorohusk border crossing is the
frontline of the refugee crisis, report
FionnánSheahan andMarkCondren

Russian attacks on cities’ medical infrastructure a clear attempt t
forcing families to queue at
wells during barrages.
In Mariupol yesterday, they
flattened a maternity unit –
thankfully evacuated – and
according to local authorities
tried to cut off water supply.
Those are just three
attacks on critical civilian
infrastructure reported
over the past week of war in
Ukraine as Russia attempts to
break resistance.
There are two objectives.
Togetherwith the relentless
bombardments of residential
districts – Saltivka in Kharkiv,
Levoberezhny in Mariupol –

the strikes seem designed to
make cities unliveable and
force capitulation.
It also sends a warning to
the leaders of other cities: do
you reallywant your citizens
subjected to this?
The threat seems to have
worked in Kherson, the
strategic river-crossing in
southern Ukraine that Russia
took control of onWednesday.
Igor Kolykhayev, the mayor
of the city, said in a Facebook
post that “armed visitors” had
taken part in a city executive
meeting – and that he had
agreed to certain conditions,

including a curfew and that
pedestrians wouldwalk in
groups of one or two, in order
to keep the city running.
“I didn’t make any promises
to them. I just have nothing to
promise,” he wrote.
“I just asked not to shoot
people.We do not have
Ukrainian armed forces in the
city, only civilians and people
whowant to LIVE here!
“Let it be for now. The flag
above us is Ukrainian. And
in order for it to remain the
same, these requirements will
have to be met. I can’t offer
anything else.”

Some accusedMr
Kolykhayev of giving up
without a fight, although
there were certainly battles
in and around the city for
several days before the
capitulation.
But givenwhat is happening
in Kyiv, Kharkiv, and
Mariupol, can anyone really
blame him?
The Kremlin will be hoping
that other townswill follow
suit. In Kyiv, leaders will be
urging other local leaders to
hold fast.
There is a dark military
logic to this.

Before he died, I had a
number of conversations
with James le Mesurier, the
former British soliderwho
co-founded Syria’sWhite
Helmets civil defence group.
TheWhite Helmets were
rescueworkers – their job
simply to save lives and haul
civilians out of buildings.
But after Russia entered
the Syrianwar in 2015, they
became a prime target for
both Russia’s military and
propaganda efforts.
On the battlefield, Russia’s
airforce began using “double
tap” raids to kill rescuers

IN KHARKIV, they hit a blood
bankwith donors queuing
inside. The clustermunitions
left small craters all over the
compound, and –witnesses
said – killed a manwho had
stepped out for a smoke.
In Schastye, in the two
days before the invasion,
they bombarded the power
andwater pumping station,
leaving the entire town
without runningwater and
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WAR INEUROPE

Irish ‘neutrality’was
always a ruse aswe
are globally engaged

T HIS past week one of the
less edifying things we
didwas have a debate on
“military neutrality” when
the Ukrainian people were

fighting for their very existence, as a
country and as a people.
The reality is that, under the rules
of warfare, it doesn’t matterwhether
you send a tank, or fuel for the tank,
night-vision equipment or anti-tank
missiles.
All material that helps thewar effort
means you are taking sides andwe
have taken a side.
The reasonwe are having this
debate at all was because the Greens
insisted a clause be put in the
Programme for Government that no
state money be used for offensive
weapon purchases.
The irony is that time is running out
for Ukraine and it’s even getting too
late for the purchase of essential non-
lethal items to be sent to where they
are needed.
So nowwe really need to get to grips
with this obfuscation and confusion
about this “neutrality” business
and look it straight in the face and
determinewhat wewant.
Currentlywe are the only country
in theworld that uses the term
“militarily neutral”.
It’s like sayingwe are “a little bit
pregnant”.
It means nothing, other than that
we thinkwe are morally superior
because we sort of help, but stay on
the sidelines.
The biggest problem is neutrality
means completely different things to
different people.
We should really stop using theword
as we abuse its meaning terribly.
For the State, “neutrality” means
we are not members of a specifically
military alliance that includes a
mutual defence clause, ie. Nato, which
has thewell-publicised Article 5 which
requires all members to go to the aid
of others if attacked and guarantee
the borders of all Nato members.
The post-WorldWar II coalition
government was asked to join by
the United States, but baulked at the
idea of an alliance that would have us
recognise the Border on this island
with the UK.
The then Tánaiste, SeánMacBride,
offered a bilateral defence pact with
the US, but they demurred for fear of
upsetting the UK.
My point here is that, despite what
many have thought, Irish “neutrality”
was never the sanctified holy totem
that some people think it is.
It was simply a pragmatic policy
designed to get us throughWorldWar
II intact.
Even then, it was largely a ruse
that allowed us to co-operate
significantlywith the Allies while
presenting a “neutral” facade.

Continual references to its place in
the Constitution refer to Article 29,
which simply states that wewill not,
without a referendum, sign up to any
mutual defence pacts required by the
European Council.
It’s quite specific and therefore quite
limited.
But the reality is our “neutrality” is
really about independence in course
of action, not passivity cloaked in
ignorance.
If wewere to stop using theword
“neutrality” and insert the word
“independent” thenwewould be
getting closer to the truth of where we
are and perhaps where the majority of
Irish people wish us to be.
However, the irony here is that
in order to pass the Lisbon Treaty
of 2007, we created the Triple Lock
Mechanism to protect our “military
neutrality”.
All this has done is to give other
states, such as Russia and China, who
sit on the UN Security Council, a veto
onwhen andwhere Irish troops can
be deployed.
It also means, if there is a UN
resolution, we can technically deploy
troops on awar footing once the Dáil
assents to it. To be truly neutral, not
Irish “neutral”, would require us to be
aloof and not engaged in theworld
and never taking sides.
In many respects, the debate
is redundant, as in order to
advance ourselves as a nation,
socially and economically, we
became interdependent. That
interdependence meant we could
never be truly neutral.
But wemust not get bogged down by
having debates that look backwards.
We should learn from our other
partner nations. The Finns and
the Swedes were once traditional
“neutrals”.
I’ve worked closelywith their forces
over the course of many years and can
see the evolution to where they now
class themselves as “non-aligned”.
This means they are not members of
anymutual defence pact such as Nato,
but they do regularly co-ordinate and
co-operate with them.
Nowwemust recognise that the
world has changed andwemust
realise that for Ireland, we need
awhole-of-society approach to
defence and security – one that
allows formore imaginative forms of
co-ordination and co-operationwith
all of our partners and neighbours and
that leaves us the agility to respond to
fluctuating and emerging threats.
And for once and for all, let’s stop
obsessing about words and focus
more on deeds and get onwith
helping to save the lives of the
aggressed.

Declan Power is an independent
security and defence analyst

Declan Power

help in this Poland,” he adds,
pausing sometimes to find the
Englishword he is looking for,
saying them in Ukrainian and
attempting to self-translate.
Aleksandr was in Bishkek,
the capital and largest city of
Kyrgyzstan, when war broke
out. He says he learned about
the invasion on Facebook. He
hasn’t been back but is in con-
tactwith hiswife several times
a day.
“My family are now safe, but I
don’t know. Every (few) hours
I call to mywife and we speak
and (I say): how are you, what
(do) youwant?” he said.
The number of refugees
has hit one million following

the Russian invasion. Half of
those refugees have crossed
into Poland along its eastern
border. Anything up to four
million peoplemay try to leave
as the conflict rages.
Notably, many of the refu-
gees arriving yesterday were
from the west of the country,
as the conflict draws ever
nearer. Those who fled from
eastern Ukraine a week ago to
seemingly safer territory now
find the war is chasing after
them. Those who crossed the
border said they had waited
anything up to 60 hours. Most
arrivals are now women and
children as well as elderly
people.

Russian dictator Vladimir
Putin claimed in a televised
speech that the invasion was
“going according to plan”.
Appeals to end the war or at
least call a ceasefire have not
drawn any positive results at
all. The refugee crisismay only
be beginning.

The Irish Emergency
Alliance, which is made up
of seven aid agencies, is
today launching an appeal
for Ukraine.
People can donate atwww.
irishemergencyalliance.org
or by calling 1800 939 979 or
by testing IEA to 50300 to
give €4.

Safety:
Left: Brothers
Sasha (10)
and Olexsia
(8) Alexandr
have some
food after
crossing from
Ukraine to
Poland at the
Dorohusk
border post.
Far left:
Oxana and
her son Lazar
at Dorohusk.
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empt to crush communities’ resilience
responding to an earlier
airstrike. Meanwhile,
its diplomats andmedia
launched a ruthless
propaganda campaign
depicting the group as
al-Qa’ida-linked terrorists.
What on earth, I asked him,
had the Russians against a
rescue service? It was simple,
he explained.
Medical infrastructure –
hospitals, doctors, emergency
response services – make
communities resilient. As
long as they function, towns
and cities can continue to
operate in conditions of

remarkable hardship.
But destroy those things,
and people will have to leave
very quickly.
Russia’s commanders
may not have originally
intended to use those tactics
in Ukraine. Naively, Mr Putin
seems to have assumed
his troops would either be
welcomedwith open arms,
or that local mayors would
simplymake a pragmatic – if
reluctant – accommodation.
That is largelywhat
happened in Crimea in 2014,
and in some parts of the
Donbas region later that year.

The fall of Khersonmay
give the Kremlin hope
that the demonstration of
overwhelming violence could
bear fruit elsewhere – if only
they can keep it up a little
longer.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
yesterdaymorning urged
Ukrainians to keep their
nerve. He and his people are
hoping that Russian morale
will finally crumble in the
face of resistance – if only
they can keep it up a little
longer. (© TelegraphMedia
Group Ltd 2022)
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