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Expelled Russians tried to
discredit Defence Forces
Moscow’s envoys aimed
to stoke public tensions
by tweeting photo of
meeting with Irish chief
of staff while Kremlin
revealed naval drill

Three men
and three
women from
the embassy
have all now
left Ireland

John Mooney
The senior defence attaché at the Russian
embassy was among those who left Ireland after the government announced
the expulsion of four diplomats for
engaging in behaviour not compatible
with diplomatic activities.
Colonel Igor Molyanov stood accused
of participating in what the state’s intelligence services believe was a disinformation campaign designed to undermine
public confidence in the government and
the Defence Forces. Dressed in full military uniform, Molyanov accompanied
Yury Filatov, the Russian ambassador, to
a meeting with Seán Clancy, the Defence
Forces chief of staff, on January 21.
A total of six Russians — three men and
three women, all registered as diplomats
with the Department of Foreign Affairs —
left Ireland after the government
announced the expulsions. This followed
the Russian invasion of Ukraine and was
part of a wider effort to disrupt the activities of the Kremlin’s intelligence services
across Europe.
The six who left were Molyanov and
his wife Aelita, Sergey Prokopiev and his
wife Elena, and Vladimir Vasilchik and
his partner Elena Muraveva, according to
the Department of Foreign Affair’s diplomatic list.
Prokopiev and Vasilchik were both
listed as counsellors working out of the
Russian embassy in Orwell Road, Dublin.
The government was advised that Prokopiev was in fact a Russian intelligence officer working under diplomatic cover in
Ireland, and was suspected of involvement in subversive activities, the type of
political warfare used by the KGB during
the Cold War. He is said to have been
involved in cultivating contacts in political, business and media circles in order to
gather intelligence.
The expulsions were based on advice
provided by the security services and the
military. The four diplomats were
expelled under the terms of the 1961
Vienna Convention. Russia responded by
expelling two diplomats from the Irish
embassy in Moscow.
Following their meeting with the chief
of staff, Molyanov and Filatov posed for

The picture tweeted
by the Russians
shows, left to right,
Colonel Igor
Molyanov, Yury
Filatov and Seán
Clancy. Left, the
Russian embassy in
Orwell Road

photographs with Clancy which they
later shared on the embassy’s official
Twitter account even as the Kremlin
announced plans to hold a naval drill off
the south coast. Clancy was unaware of
the planned exercise in the northeast
Atlantic at the time of the photograph.
Irish military and intelligence services
believe the timing of the photograph’s
release was designed to stoke public tensions, as it gave the impression Clancy
and the Defence Forces might be
involved in the naval drill which would
deploy Russian warships in Ireland’s
exclusive economic zone.
Simon Coveney, the foreign affairs and
defence minister, raised concerns in the
Dail about the timing of the meeting and
the tweet drawing attention to it. The
Russian defence ministry later agreed to
move the naval drill into international
waters after representations from the
Department of Foreign Affairs.
Announcing the expulsions, the taoiseach said that Ireland had worked with
other countries but it had not been possible to get agreement among all 27 EU
states on what action to take against
Russia. Belgium expelled 21 Russian diplomats on suspicion of espionage. The
Netherlands expelled 17 and the Czech
Republic one.
The government is now engaged in
efforts to reduce the size of Russia’s
diplomatic presence in Ireland, which
stands at 18.
Russia described the decision to expel
the four diplomats as groundless. Having
expelled two Irish diplomats, the Kremlin threatened to take further action
against Ireland should it take any more
“hostile” steps.
The Department of Foreign Affairs
declined to comment when contacted.
The Russian embassy said it was not
policy to respond to queries from The
Sunday Times.

Sinn Fein reached
out to political
wing of New IRA
Sinn Fein tried to build an
alliance with dissident
republicans in late 2020 to
push for the holding of a
border poll, citing a change in
public opinion brought about
by the pandemic and Brexit,
writes John Mooney.
The party made an
approach to Saoradh, the
political wing of the New IRA,
after condemning the
dissidents’ killing of the
journalist Lyra McKee in the
Creggan area of Derry just
over a year earlier.
The contact was initiated
by Declan Kearney, national
chairman of Sinn Fein, who
wrote to the chairman of
Saoradh in late 2020. Kearney
offered to arrange a meeting
to discuss how best to achieve
a referendum on Irish unity,
saying it should be an
“immediate political
priority” for all republicans.
“While the pending
imposition of Brexit and its
implications for Ireland
underlines the enduring
undemocratic nature of
partition, the Covid-19
pandemic has also brought
the contradiction of our
country’s division into even
sharper focus. It is clear these
two factors have had a
significant impact on the
thinking of many citizens
beyond the wider republican
base,” Kearney wrote.
“The prospect of securing
a referendum on Irish unity is
very real but we must make it
a reality. Sinn Fein believe
such a referendum should be
an immediate political
priority for all Irish
republicans . . . In order to
promote engagement on
developing a common
strategy and co-operation
towards achieving this
outcome, I invite you and a
delegation from your party to
meet with myself and other
members of the Sinn Fein
leadership.” he added.
In a statement yesterday,
Saoradh said it had not
responded to the approach
for both ideological and
political reasons.
Brian Kenna, its chairman,
said his group opposed
holding a referendum on
Irish unity as it would have to
be held separately on each

side of the border. “Those
peddling this approach are
partitionist and reformist and
serve only to prolong the
shelf life of Stormont and its
institutions. Nothing
mentioned by any party to
date has given Saoradh any
reason to join the call for a
poll,” he said.
The disclosure is likely to
be pounced on by Sinn Fein’s
opponents in the run-up to
the assembly elections on
Thursday. As well as
admitting responsibility for
McKee’s death, the New IRA
has claimed the murders of a
member of the Police Service
of Northern Ireland, two
prison officers and drug
dealers on both sides of the
border.
Saoradh and the New IRA
continue to oppose the 1998
Good Friday agreement.
In the past Sinn Fein has
offered to meet dissidents
with a view to encouraging
them to renounce terrorism.
The party is not known to
have previously attempted to
forge political alliances on
specific issues.
Sinn Fein said yesterday
that Kearney has consistently
tried to engage with a range
of groups. “We have always
stated that dialogue and
engagement — even with
those who support armed
factions — is a vital part of the
peace process and moving
these groups away from
violence in line with the
peaceful and democratic
route to ending partition
provided by the Good Friday
agreement,” it said.
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Journalism union ‘disappointed’ senior RTE role was not advertised
Justine McCarthy
RTE journalists have written
to Dee Forbes, the state
broadcaster’s directorgeneral, asking her to explain
why a newly created editorial
manager’s position with a
salary of about €150,000 a
year was filled without being
advertised, in apparent
contravention of the
station’s policy.
It was announced
internally last Wednesday
that David Nally, the
managing editor of current
affairs, will move in July to a

new senior role as editorial
adviser to the director
of content.
Nally was the subject of
a formal complaint by a
colleague last year. He says
that his departure from
current affairs is unrelated
to that, and he is moving
simply because he wants
a change.
“On July 23, I will have
been managing editor of
current affairs for exactly
ten years. Previously, I was
head of current affairs
from 2003 to 2008 as well. So
I’m interested in making a

change and the ten-year
mark has for a long time
been the moment I planned
to do that, if possible,
” Nally said.
“I was aware that the
content division — which is in
charge of all TV and radio
programming across RTE,
apart from news and current
affairs — was keen to add to
its management someone
with a lot of experience of
handling difficult and
sensitive editorial issues,
particularly in its TV output.”
Nally pointed out that in
his 15 years as head of

current affairs there was only
one complaint made against
him.
“It was independently
externally investigated and,
while a great deal of it was
not upheld, one aspect of it
was upheld,” he said.
“The independent
investigator recommended,
however, that it did not
merit any further action
being taken.”
Nally confirmed there will
be no change to his current
salary, which is believed to
be about €150,000. He is
currently on a month’s study

leave for a law degree. Paul
Maguire, the head of RTE
investigations, will be interim
managing director of current
affairs until a permanent
successor is appointed.
In a letter sent to Forbes
on Friday, Brian O’Connell,
the chairman of RTE’s
sub-branch of the National
Union of Journalists (NUJ),
said its members were
“extremely disappointed”
that Nally’s appointment was
made without being
advertised.
“There are many
eminently qualified staff who

would have welcomed the
opportunity to apply for the
role,” O’Connell said.
“The NUJ has been
repeatedly advised by
management that RTE is
required to publicly advertise
posts. This appointment
appears to contradict that
policy and is not in line with
best practice.”
RTE refused to answer
questions about Nally’s
new role, or about an audit
conducted by Resolve Ireland
into the workplace culture
in the current affairs
department, how much it

cost, and whether its report
would be published.
Nally said: “Last autumn
RTE HR decided to do a
‘temperature check’ on
various different
departments in RTE as part
of its rollout of new dignity
and respect guidelines across
the station. One was done in
current affairs and it is
planned to do them on other
departments too.”
Séamus Dooley, the Irish
secretary of the NUJ, said
RTE has been adhering to a
policy of advertising all
posts, including those of

news correspondents. “In
that context, there was
general surprise that,
out of the blue, the directorgeneral announced the
appointment to a senior
position that had not been
advertised,” he said.
“The chairman of the
sub-branch and I have
received representations
from people who feel they
should have had the
opportunity to apply.
“There is widespread
concern at the apparent
unorthodox approach on
this occasion.”

Ex-director
is fined over
insider deal

Investigations into alleged
insider trading were
previously conducted by the
Irish Stock Exchange, with
the Central Bank taking over
the responsibility a decade
ago. It introduced new
market abuse regulations
in 2005.
The Supreme Court
found in 2008 that Jim Flavin,
then chief executive of DCC,
had engaged in unlawful
insider dealing eight years
earlier in relation to the sale
of a DCC stake in Fyffes, a
banana importer.
Flavin was never charged
with a criminal offence and
Paul Appleby, then director of
corporate enforcement,
ended his investigation after
Bill Shipsey, a High Court
inspector, found Flavin
“genuinely believed he was
not in possession of pricesensitive information” when
he dealt in Fyffes shares
worth €106 million.
In 2002 a court acquitted
Philip Byrne, a former
managing director of the
property firm Dunloe Ewart,
of insider dealing. Byrne’s
lawyers argued there was no
“malicious intent” when he
sold shares.

‘No pets’
rule hits
refugees

nowhere adapted for a child
with those needs.”
Others have had difficulty
even reaching Ireland with
pets. Alina Khabarova
escaped Ukraine on March 1
with her cat and dog, and
made her way to Cherbourg,
where she was told there was
no space in the ferry’s
kennels and “no option” to
rebook the sailing. She said
her hopes of coming to
Ireland are in doubt.
The Department of
Children, which is overseeing
the accommodation system,
said it was a decision for
contractors whether to
accept pets. “People with
pets are directed to providers
that will accept them in as far
as possible,” it said.
Those who enter the
country with pets are subject
to EU pet travel regulations,
and are advised to bring as
much paperwork as possible
regarding the animal’s
vaccinations and
microchipping. Animals
must also be put into
quarantine.
Anyone willing to help
families with pets can
contact Leontieva at
helpify.community.

New Nama
chair is
needed as
judge dies

→ Continued from page 1
that its legal advice was that
High Court confirmation of
the sanction was necessary.
While it appreciated
Lynch’s “swiftness” in
sending the cheques, it would
not be appropriate to accept
them until the sanction
was confirmed by the court.
It subsequently returned
the cheques.
On Thursday the Central
Bank made an application to
the High Court to confirm the
sanctions against Lynch.
The case is due for
mention before the judge
Mary Irvine on May 23.
Both the Central Bank and
Lynch declined to comment
this weekend.
The bank previously fined
C&C €90,000 for failing to
maintain a list of individuals
with insider information.

ANY SECTIONS
MISSING?

→ Continued from page 1
know I would not leave them
behind.”
Maria Probiyholova took
a week to get to Ireland from
Ukraine because she could
not fly with Musya, her
Maltese dog. She is staying
with a “very nice” family in
Dublin 8 but hopes to find
somewhere permanent.
“I have been lucky to find
somewhere but I have heard
I can’t go into a hotel with my
dog,” she said.
Karpenko said families
with pets were not the only
ones finding it difficult to
secure accommodation.
“Larger families with four,
five children or more are
difficult to house. There are
also few places for families
with a disabled child. One of
our families had a child with
cerebral palsy but there was

If your newspaper is incomplete we will send
you the missing section(s) subject to availability.
Telephone 003531 4792422, or email your
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Mark Tighe
The government is to
consider appointing a new
chairman to conclude the
work of the Nama
commission of investigation
after the judge who led the
inquiry for almost five years
died in hospital on Friday.
John Cooke, a retired High
Court judge, was appointed
in 2017 as the sole member of
the commission investigating
Nama’s €1.6 billion disposal of
its Northern Ireland assets, in
what was known as Project
Eagle. The report was initially
due in June 2018.
Cooke had circulated a
draft report from his
investigation to interested
parties. In his 13th interim
report to the taoiseach’s
office on February 24 he
sought a new deadline of
June 30 to give the parties six
weeks to respond to his
findings.
The taoiseach’s office said
the government would
consider appointing a new
chairman “in due course”.
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Cocaine: the hidden scourge of schoolboy rugby
NEIL
FRANCIS

‘No dogs or
cats’ rule
scuppers
housing
hopes

In the recent past a school was
knocked out of the Leinster Senior
Cup, and the team, coaches, teachers and parents went to a pub to
celebrate the rugby year. A colleague who had a son on the team
was there, and at one point went to
the men’s bathroom. When he
walked in, at least seven of the
players were snorting cocaine.
The sang-froid displayed by
these 16 and 17-year-olds was

shocking. They continued to snort
the powder right in the middle of
the room, with the coaches,
teachers and rest of the parents
outside blissfully unaware of what
was going on just a couple of
metres away.
That is all I can say about that
incident, apart from the fact that
my information is first hand, and it
is true.
If some rugby schools are doing

cocaine, are not the GAA schools
and football schools of Ireland
doing it too?
I refer to schools in that way
because it is their athletes who are
taking cocaine — the very people
who should not be touching the
stuff. This does not mean that their
other students are free from suspicion.
Nor are the girls’ schools
untouched by the cocaine scourge.

FIRST IRISH-BORN UKRAINIAN REFUGEE
BRYAN MEADE

Colin Coyle and Sonja Tutty
Ukrainian refugees who bring pets
with them when fleeing to Ireland
are being refused access by some
hotels and accommodation centres that do not accept dogs or cats.
Several refugees said last week
that they had been forced to find
alternative accommodation outside the state system because of the
restrictions.
More than 600 pets, including
about 300 dogs, have been
brought to Ireland by Ukrainian
refugees since the Russian invasion
on February 24.
Olena Karpenko escaped with
her husband, two children and the
family’s West Highland terrier just
over a month ago and they are now
staying with a family near Milltown
in Co Clare on an emergency basis.
They have been told they cannot
stay in a hotel because of their
terrier. “We are lucky — we have a
place to stay with our dog but we
need somewhere permanent
where we can bring our dog,” she
said. “We will not leave it behind. I
have heard from other people how
hard it is to find somewhere where
a dog can stay.”
Olena Leontieva, a Ukrainian
who has been living in Ireland for
seven years and is helping refugees
find accommodation outside the
state sector, said most hotels in
Ireland did not accept pets. “Some
of our families have gone through
terrible journeys to bring their pets
here. Only KLM will allow pets to
fly, so many are taking trains and
ferries to get here only to find they
cannot find somewhere if they
have a dog or cat,” she said.
“We are trying to find alternative accommodation for them. For
families with a small dog or cat, we
have found some homes, but for
larger animals it is very difficult.
I have a dog and cat myself, so I
Continued on page 2 →

The Kinahans’ foot soldiers don’t
distinguish between the night
clubs or the school yard — they go
anywhere there is a market.
Some schools know there is an
issue — a number of them employ
companies to send sniffer dogs
into the locker rooms and the
comomon areas during the academic year. There is a merry-goround of troublesome kids who are
caught with cocaine or other

drugs, and expelled. They get a
second and a third chance with
other schools, to which they are
sent for a fresh start.
Several rugby clubs are known
for having a “marching powder”
tradition. There is one club in
Dublin where literally the entire
squad is using cocaine, and has a
supplier on board. The amateur
game is a hotbed for cocaine, and
while it is merely prevalent here,

Neil Francis on rugby’s secret
drugs problem, page 4

Ex-C&C director
hit by landmark
insider deal fine
Colin Coyle and Mark Tighe

Krystyna Hnytka cradles Lukyan, her one-day-old son, believed to be the first baby born to a Ukrainian
refugee in Ireland. He weighed 7.5lb. Hnytka is from Ternopil, western Ukraine, but is staying in Swords

usage is rampant in the UK. The
Top 14 club competition in France
is thought to be one of the drug
dealers’ favourite markets.
Are we to assume all our GAA
clubs and soccer clubs are completely free of cocaine too? If not,
what word do we use here — occasional, prevalent, rampant?

Philip Lynch, a former chairman of
An Post, has become the first
person in the history of the state to
be found to have engaged in
insider dealing.
Lynch — who has been chief
executive of two publicly listed
companies in Ireland, One51 and
IAWS — has accepted a fine of
€75,000 from the Central Bank of
Ireland and disqualification from
being involved in a regulated
financial services company for five
years. This is punishment for contravening market abuse regulations while he was a director of
C&C, which makes Bulmers cider.
The panel of “assessors” who
reviewed the evidence against
Lynch included the retired chief
justice Ronan Keane and the
retired Supreme Court judge
Joseph Finnegan. They found that
Lynch used “inside information”
to buy shares in the company in
October 2008 when he knew that
Maurice Pratt was about to step
down as chief executive and be
replaced.
Between 2007 and 2008 the
company’s shares had fallen by
70 per cent due to poor summer
weather and aggressive competition from Scottish & Newcastle.
After Pratt’s resignation and the
appointment of a new management team led by John Dunsmore,
who was previously the chief
executive of Scottish & Newcastle,
shares in C&C gained 19 per cent.
Over the following year the share
price rose from €1 to €3.
The Central Bank’s enforcement
division found “beyond a reasonable doubt” that Lynch was in
possession of “inside information”

Philip Lynch: Central Bank fine
when he bought shares in C&C on
October 21, 2008. He was aware
Dunsmore’s appointment would
provide a “wow” factor in relation
to the company’s share price.
It recommended a penalty of
between €250,000 and €500,000.
Lynch’s lawyers argued the sanctions were disproportionate, saying while he was aware of negotiations with Dunsmore, he was not
certain of his appointment when
buying the shares. His lawyers
argued that there was no possibility of him making a short-term gain
due to a one-year embargo on
directors selling shares.
They said he had subsequently
made “no gain” and had actually
lost €833,620 overall on shares in
the company as of January 30,
2009. They said that any judgment
should be anonymised because
Lynch, 75, had significant health
issues and was involved in a number of charities.
Taking into account Lynch’s
co-operation with the investigation
and that he did not make any

short-term gain or seek to conceal
his share purchase, the bank
decided to limit the punishment to
a €75,000 fine and his disqualification for five years. It concluded
there should be a public caution
and that Lynch should pay €37,500
in costs to the Central Bank.
The bank issued its finding on
December 22 last year and told
Lynch it would apply to the High
Court to confirm the sanctions.
Lynch’s lawyer responded in
February to say the businessman
accepted the decision and asked
that the Central Bank not go to the
High Court on the basis that he
was willing to pay the fine and
costs immediately.
Last month Lynch’s lawyers
forwarded two cheques for the
amounts to the Central Bank. They
asked it not to issue any press
releases in relation to the findings
as this could cause “disproportionate damage”. They suggested publishing the caution on the bank’s
website would be “sufficient”.
The Central Bank responded
Continued on page 2 →
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Victims’ families condemn
‘sham’ Troubles amnesty talks
REBECCA BLACK/PA

Representatives for
the survivors say British
government officials are
ignoring their concerns
while pressing ahead
Justine McCarthy
and Henry McDonald
Representatives of victims of the Troubles have accused the British government
of engaging in “sham” consultations with
them about its planned amnesty for killers, even as its officials are drafting legislation to give it effect.
Simon Coveney, the minister for foreign affairs, has said no agreement has
been reached between the British and
Irish governments. Speaking in Washington on Friday, he repeated his appeal to
the London government: “Don’t do this.”
However, a British government
spokesman confirmed yesterday that a
new statute of limitations bill, promised
in the Conservative Party’s last election
manifesto, would be tabled at Westminster later this year.
“When we went [to the consultations]
they said they were in listening mode,”
said Alan McBride, co-ordinator of the
Wave Trauma Centre in Belfast. “They
have an 80-seat majority in the House of
Commons so they don’t really have to listen to the people in Northern Ireland and
I suspect that’s exactly what they’ll do.”
McBride’s wife, Sharon, and father-inlaw, Desmond Frizzell, died in the IRA’s
Shankill Road bombing in October 1993.
Mark Thompson of Relatives for Justice said: “It’s a sham process. The relatives, the NGOs, the political parties, the
Irish government, the American government have all told them this is unacceptable. They’re just buying time with this

process for what they want to do: get [the
bill] over the line.”
The consultation process for mechanisms to deal with legacy issues began in
July following calls on Boris Johnson’s
government not to proceed with a plan to
give immunity to British soldiers as well

A demonstration
by the Time for
Truth campaign
in Belfast
yesterday
against Britain’s
proposal

as paramilitaries and police. The consultations are being hosted by the Northern
Ireland Office (NIO), which has received
17,500 submissions, most opposed to the
measure which would shut down present
and future criminal and civil trials as well
as inquests relating to Troubles offences.

According to sources in Belfast and
Dublin, no text has been produced as a
basis for potential agreement between
the two governments on a mechanism to
replace the 2014 Stormont House
agreement.
“There can’t be any compromise. Murder is murder,” said Stephen Travers, a
musician who survived the Miami Showband massacre by the UVF in 1975. “It’s
not that I ever wanted anybody to be punished for our case but you can’t take hope
away. That’s how you destroy victims.”
A civil action against the British Ministry of Defence by Valerie Anderson — the
widow of singer Fran O’Toole, who died
in the Miami Showband massacre — is
due to be heard in the High Court in Belfast in December. The trial of a former
British soldier on charges related to the
killing of Aidan McAnespie, 23, who was
shot on the Tyrone-Monaghan border in
1988, is due to start the same month.
On Friday, Coveney said: “Our message to the British government is clear:
nobody is asking for what you are proposing. Even though that may be consistent
with an election manifesto of the Conservative Party in the last general election
in terms of their relationship with veterans, we have got to focus on what is good
for Northern Ireland and its communities.” He said “the idea that on the most
sensitive issue [of ] how to deal with the
atrocities of the past” a government
would act unilaterally “would really be
quite extraordinary”.
He called on the British government to
“not act unilaterally in a way that I think
would re-traumatise in many ways families of victims of killings in the past”.
Several sources who have attended the
NIO consultations said that Johnson’s
address to the Tory party conference,
which begins next Sunday, may give an
indication of how determined he is to
press ahead.

Keep antivaxers away from hospitals, urges TD
Patrick O’Donoghue and
Stephen Maguire
A Donegal TD has
condemned the antivaccination campaigners who
encouraged a man to
discharge himself from
hospital while severely ill
with a Covid-19 infection.
Joe McCarron, 75, from
Dungloe, died on Friday. He
had signed himself out of
Letterkenny University
Hospital over a week earlier
against medical advice, but
was returned to hospital two
days later with severe
breathing difficulties.
Video of his release from
Letterkenny University
Hospital went viral on social
media. Campaigners
encouraging him to leave the
facility had claimed he would

be forced into an intensive
care unit and alleged that
staff were “killing people”. A
medical professional can be
heard advising McCarron to
stay in hospital and saying
that the campaigners were
endangering his life.
Pádraig MacLochlainn, a
Sinn Fein TD, said the
behaviour of the campaign
group had been “outrageous”
and “appalling” but there
were “lessons to be learnt”
about the need to secure
hospitals against those
seeking to interfere.
“There needs to be
a look into security around
the hospital. I’ll leave it to
the authorities, the gardai
and the prosecution
service, but these types of
campaigners really need
to be kept off the grounds of

HSE aims
to tackle
waiting
lists with
hiring spree

hospitals,” he said. “Anyone
who’s in the business of
undermining doctors and
nurses in saving lives should
not be allowed on the campus
of a hospital.”
MacLochlainn said he
supported the McCarron
family in their criticism of the
campaigners. He described
watching the video of
McCarron discharging
himself was “harrowing” as
the man was “clearly
conflicted”.
Anthony Connor, a
spokesman for the Direct
Democracy group, said none
of its activists had been part
of the campaign group that
encouraged McCarron to
leave. “We were not aware of
Joe’s involvement with antivaccination protests. To be
honest, I don’t think Joe was

antivax,” Connor said.
“We weren’t aware of the
circumstances, we only saw
the video. We were not aware
of his stance on going into
hospital or being removed
from it. Nobody from Direct
Democracy Ireland was
involved in that process.”
A close acquaintance of
McCarron’s family, who asked
to remain anonymous, said
that Joe had “listened to the
wrong advice” when deciding
not to get vaccinated.
The acquaintance said that
McCarron was “kind and
caring to a lot of people”, and
someone who enjoyed the
“devilment” of protest and
got “mixed up with radicals”.
“He was taken in by them.
When Joe left hospital, he was
in no fit state to make any
decision. Joe had a lot of

friends who are extremely
angry about what happened,”
they said.
Alan Shatter, the former
justice minister, has called for
clarity on whether gardai are
investigating circumstances
surrounding McCarron’s
release from hospital.
He tweeted: “My
condolences to the family of
Joe McCarron who died
yesterday in Letterkenny
hospital.
“The gardai should clarify
whether his being wrongly
encouraged by third parties,
contrary to medical advice, to
leave the hospital earlier this
month is the subject of an
investigation.”
In a statement An Garda
Siochana said that it
“continues to investigate a
number of recent incidents

Flanagan
criticises
handling
of Armagh
invitation

He said yesterday that
commemoration was about
“broadening our awareness
without in any way
diminishing our loyalties”,
adding: “It seems to me the
affair was not skilfully
handled and the result is an
undoubted setback for
reconciliation. I don’t see a
role for the Oireachtas in
examining the motives or
processes involved. The
presidency is constitutionally
separate from the legislature.
“While unlikely, I hope a
resolution can still be found.
The essence of reconciliation
is friendly relations, and
friendly relations north and
south are always good.”
Flanagan’s plans for a
service in January 2020 to
commemorate members who
served with the Royal Irish
Constabulary and the Dublin
Metropolitan Police were
abandoned after claims that it
would effectively
commemorate the so-called
Black and Tans and the RIC’s
auxiliary division,
paramilitary groups who
were drafted in to suppress
the rebel forces in the Irish
War of Independence and
were linked to atrocities such
as the burning of Cork and
Balbriggan.

Founders
of Web
Summit
in legal
dispute

Major expansion: Paul Reid
→ Continued from page 1
for cardiology procedures fell
from 4,061 to 3,667, and for
cardiothoracic surgery from
582 to 308.
The HSE chief was
responding to questions from
Matt Carthy of Sinn Fein, who
said waiting lists for
audiology had increased from
16,000 to 19,000 in two years
with 7,000 waiting more than
a year for treatment, while
9,698 people are awaiting
orthopaedic treatment.
Carthy said yesterday: “We
want to see evidence that the
additional resources are
actually delivering better
outcomes. The figures we
have don’t point to that.
“Of course, Covid-19 and
the IT hacking incident have
had an impact but there are

ANY SECTIONS
MISSING?

LOTTO

still 652,344 people waiting to
see a consultant and 163,491
have been waiting for more
than 18 months. My fear is
that Covid is now being used
to mask what are systemic
problems that were in place
long before.”
Anne O’Connor, HSE chief
operating officer, said the
service prioritised patients
awaiting cancer care.
“The numbers are huge
when one looks at the overall
waiting list, but the inpatient
and day-case lists have been
dealt with and, in terms of
stabilising, have come back
more quickly,” she said. “Our
longest lists relate to
outpatient activity. We are . . .
in the process of agreeing
immediate actions around
reducing some of those lists.”

→ Continued from page 1
matter deep consideration,
and after consultation,
arrived at a decision in
March, and that decision was
communicated appropriately.
“It remains the president’s
wish that all commemoration
can proceed, with respect
and with goodwill for those
seeking to work on what he
has consistently called
‘ethical memory’.” The
Department of Foreign Affairs
said it was not making any
comment.
As minister in Iveagh
House, Flanagan worked on
the Stormont House
agreement and arrangements
to deal with “legacy” issues of
the Troubles. He is currently
chairman of the Oireachtas
committee on foreign affairs.
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the High Court. In June 2020,
Cosgrave apologised
“unreservedly” after
erroneously tweeting that
four nurses had died from
Covid-19. He was also
criticised for calling the Fine
Gael TD Neale Richmond a
“Castle Catholic” last year.
Kelly, though still a
shareholder of Manders
Terrace, is no longer involved
in running the Web Summit,
which now takes place in
Portugal after moving from
Dublin. It is understood he
stepped away from active
involvement several months
ago due to tensions with
Cosgrave. At the time it was
reported he had left to focus
on an investment fund,
Amaranthine, established to
raise money to invest in “the
world’s top emerging
technologists”.
The Web Summit invested
$2 million (€1.7 million) in the
San Francisco-based fund,
which is registered for tax
purposes in Delaware. While
Cosgrave is a shareholder
through his holdings in the
Web Summit, he was not
actively involved in running
the fund. In filings to the US
Securities and Exchange

which occurred at
Letterkenny University
Hospital.” It said a senior
investigating officer had been
appointed.
The Saolta University
Health Care Group, which
includes Letterkenny
hospital, said it could not
comment on individual cases
as it would breach patient
confidentiality.
But in a statement this
month, Saolta said it was
aware of two “upsetting” and
“highly disruptive” incidents
where groups had “spread
disinformation” at its hospital
sites. These were “adding
significantly to the burden
already facing healthcare
professionals” and that it was
concerned about the impact
of the incidents on patients
and staff.

Phil Hogan resigned as trade commissioner in August 2020

Brussels examines
Hogan’s ‘failure to
declare’ new role
Colin Coyle
The European Commission is
“examining” whether Phil
Hogan, the former trade
commissioner, should have
told it in advance that he was
taking on a role at DLA Piper,
a legal firm whose Brussels
office specialises in lobbying
the EU.
Under ethics guidelines,
former commissioners must
inform the EU of any
potential conflicts of interest
that arise during a two-year
“cooling-off period”. During
this time, they are not
supposed to lobby former
colleagues on issues with
which they were involved as
commissioners. Hogan
resigned as trade
commissioner in August last
year after the Oireachtas Golf
Society controversy.
Last week Balazs Ujvari, a
spokesman for the
commission, said Hogan had
informed it about only two
new roles. One was the
establishment of a
consultancy, Hogan Strategic
Advisory Services, whose
clients are Vodafone and
Proof of Trust, a digital
finance company. Hogan also
won permission to be
represented by the London
Speaker Bureau.
When granting Hogan
permission to operate his
consultancy, the commission
warned him of possible
conflicts of interest with his
former roles in agriculture
and trade.
It said Hogan should
provide a list of his new
clients and details of what
work he was engaged in every
six months until August 2022.
If there was any doubt about
a new client conflicting with
ethical guidelines, he should
immediately inform the
commission and seek
guidance from its ethics
committee.
It said this was
“particularly advisable” if a

“possible client is registered
in the joint transparency
register of the European
parliament and the European
Commission”. DLA Piper, a
global law firm whose
Brussels office lobbies for
several clients including the
Killybegs Fishermen’s
Organisation, is listed in the
EU transparency register and
employs three full-time
lobbyists in the city.
The company lists
agriculture, banking,
borders, business, climate
action, economy, energy,
taxation and the single
market among its “fields of
interest” in the register.
Hogan was also advised by
the commission to record his
own company in its
transparency register. He has
yet to do so.
In his application for
approval of his consultancy,
the former Kilkenny TD said
he would be “mindful of the
compliance requirements” in
his new role and would not
engage with any activities
that involved agriculture or
that related to his nine-month
term as trade commissioner.
A spokesman for Hogan
said he had received approval
in June. “He is working in full
compliance in respect of the
conditions attached to this
during his transition period,”
the spokesman added.
Last week the commission,
which seems to have learnt
about Hogan’s new job with
DLA Piper via media reports,
said it was “actively
examining the matter”.
Ujvari said the commission
was “examining” the
“potential link” between
Hogan’s consultancy and the
firm. He could not say if
Hogan had informed the
commission. “In general,
there is an obligation for the
commissioners to inform us
for a period of two years if
they are going to start a new
job,” Ujvari said.
@colincoyle

NEWS
IN BRIEF
Man arrested after
Coleraine crash
An 18-year-old man was
arrested in Coleraine after a
police pursuit during which
an officer was injured.
Inspector Ian Armour said
officers on patrol pursued a
grey Volkswagen Passat after
it failed to stop, and
deployed stinger devices at
two locations before the
Passat hit a police vehicle.

UUP rejects pact
against Sinn Fein
Paddy Cosgrave owns 81 per cent of Manders Terrace
Commission, he was listed as
an “indirect owner”.
This year Cosgrave
tweeted that Kelly and Patrick
Murphy, co-founder of the
fund, had “stepped away”
from Amaranthine to pursue
other interests. Cosgrave said

Cosgrave
declined to
be involved
in Kelly’s
new fund

Amaranthine would continue
and was looking forward to
“backing more great
companies”.
Kelly and Murphy have
since set up their own
$50 million (€42.7 million)
fund, known as Semble Fund
II. It is understood Cosgrave
declined to be involved. He
did not respond to queries
this weekend.
A spokesman for Kelly
said: “This is a meritless case.
We will strongly defend our
position.”
Manders Terrace, named
after a street in Ranelagh
where Cosgrave formerly
rented a house from Senator
Michael McDowell, made a
profit of €6.18 million in 2019.
Its annual conference was a
digital-only event last year.
@colincoyle

Ulster Unionist leader Doug
Beattie has rejected a call by
the DUP’s Jeffrey Donaldson
for a unionist pact at the next
Stormont assembly elections
in May. Donaldson had said a
pact would to help return
“pro-Union, anti-protocol
MLAs” and stop Sinn Fein
becoming the largest party.
TUV leader Jim Allister
interview, page 4

Sheeran adds tour
dates after sell-out
Four additional dates were
added for Ed Sheeran’s 2022
Irish tour yesterday after four
concerts in Cork, Dublin,
Belfast and Limerick in April
and May sold out in minutes.
Ticketmaster said more than
250,000 people had sought
tickets for the Irish leg of
Sheeran’s Mathematics tour.
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HSE seeks THROUGH A BOG, BUSH, BRAKE AND BRIAR
6,000 new
staff to beat
backlogs

JAMES CROMBIE/INPHO

Stephen O’Brien Political Editor
The HSE plans to hire more than
6,000 permanent new staff in the
final quarter of 2021 to tackle growing hospital waiting lists and
restore full non-Covid services,
chief executive Paul Reid has said.
As new figures show 38 women
have been waiting for longer than
18 months for breast surgery, while
more than 90 people are waiting
for cancer treatment, Reid has
claimed a huge expansion of the
public healthcare system is needed
to meet the “massive challenge” of
post-pandemic waiting lists.
The 6,200 extra staff will be in
addition to 4,500 recruits hired
this year, while another 6,000
were hired last year as the system
grappled with Covid-19.
Reid told the Dail’s public
accounts committee (PAC) on
Thursday that the HSE had been
given the funding required for significant extra recruitment. He said
he was planning to recruit 3,000
more staff — focusing on nurses
and midwives — from outside the
health service over the remainder
of this year, as well as seeking to
hire about 3,200 agency staff presently working in the testing, tracing and vaccination programmes.
Alongside the greater public
capacity, the health service will
also step up its use of private hospitals to tackle the waiting lists.
While some adult inpatient waiting
lists have fallen in the past two
years, the numbers waiting for
gynaecological treatment have
risen from 4,678 to 5,383, including 942 women waiting more than
18 months.
The numbers waiting for general surgery rose from 9,721 to
12,334 between August 2019 and
the end of last month, the figures
show. The numbers waiting
Continued on page 2 →
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Hospital reveals
49 nurses have
refused vaccine
Mark Tighe

Martina McMahon takes part in the 60th Poc Fada championship on a 5km course to the top of
Annaverna Mountain and down again. The men’s event was won by Colin Ryan of Pallasgreen, Limerick
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Beaumont Hospital in north
Dublin, which took legal action
over false claims that it was “forcing” staff to get Covid jabs, has
revealed that 186 workers have
declined to be vaccinated.
Eight medical staff, 49 nursing
staff and 57 administrators have
not been inoculated, according to
records released under the Freedom of Information Act. In addition 14 health and laboratory staff
and 58 support and care workers
have not had jabs.
On January 8, at the height of the
third wave, Beaumont had the
highest number of Covid cases of
any hospital in Dublin. It was
behind only Cork and Limerick
hospitals nationally for the number of infected patients. Other hospitals have yet to release their vaccine uptake rates.
Trade union sources have said
there is a “strong antivax movement” in Beaumont. Some staff
appeared anonymously on a live
stream
hosted
by
Gemma
O’Doherty, the conspiracy theorist. The video described them as
“whistleblowers”.
Beaumont said that the vaccine
refusal rate among its staff was
4 per cent, which included some
on maternity and sick leave. The
“frontline cohort” that had not
been vaccinated “have been reassigned or are on various types of
extended leave”.
In July, the hospital obtained an
interim High Court injunction
against O’Doherty to force her to
remove videos from the internet

which alleged that Beaumont was
involved in crimes against humanity by administering “lethal” injections of vaccines. A judge ruled
that O’Doherty’s claim was
“devoid of substance”.
One Beaumont nurse who has
refused to be jabbed said she and
others who were unvaccinated had
been moved to office duties, sent
home on paid leave or made to
work from home. She said the hospital had tried to “coerce” staff into
being inoculated. Her worries
included possible side-effects and
adverse reactions.
The nurse said that she and others who had declined vaccinations
were receiving support from the
Irish Nurses for Transparency and
Openness (INFTO), a new organisation fronted by Paddy Hennessy,
a registered nurse who used to
work in Beaumont. The group has
raised concern about Covid vaccine safety and it has been promoted online by Ivor Cummins, a
mask and lockdown sceptic.
In a statement the INFTO, which
claims to have 500 members, said
it was concerned about an apparent aggressive silencing of opinions that did not match the “established narrative” and that it was
giving “support and a platform” to
staff who had concerns.
Beaumont has released copies
of the letters it sent to unvaccinated staff. These said that “while
the right of staff to decline the vaccine is fully respected”, the hospital’s responsibility was to protect
its patients, staff and the public.
It required unvaccinated staff to
be risk-assessed, and to meet their

department heads, who would try
to allay their concerns. The correspondence assured them that
there would be no recriminations
but said redeployment would be
considered if they were deemed to
be a risk to others.
A subsequent letter told staff
that they would be temporarily
redeployed as a “protective measure”, “taking into consideration
the hospital’s responsibility to protect patients and staff during this
global pandemic”.
Separately, Stephen Donnelly,
the health minister, announced
yesterday that the mandatory
hotel quarantine had ended for all
passengers coming to Ireland. The
move was based on advice from
the chief medical officer who had
said that the last countries on the
MHQ list could be removed.
Donnelly said the change was
possible because of the success of
Ireland’s vaccine programme,
which covered more than 90 per
cent of over-18s, and the “evolution
of the pandemic internationally”.
Since March 26, 10,294 people
have entered the MHQ system,
with 593 testing positive for Covid.
Of the 3,426 people who appealed
against having to quarantine for 12
days, 526 were successful while 159
absconded.
Donnelly said: “At the peak of
the system’s operation some 60
states were designated and the
greatest number of persons in
MHQ reached 1,008 on May 9. The
successful operation of MHQ has
played a central role in protecting
the population, maintaining control of the disease.”

State bungled Armagh event, says ex-minister Web Summit founders in legal row
Charlie Flanagan, a former minister for foreign affairs, has criticised
the state’s handling of the invitation to President Higgins from
the Church Leaders Group to its
ceremony marking the centenary
of partition and the foundation
of Northern Ireland, writes
Stephen O’Brien.
The Fine Gael TD said the crossborder row over the president’s
refusal of an invitation to join
Queen Elizabeth II at the ecumenical service in Armagh next month
was a setback for reconciliation.
Róisín Shortall, the co-leader of
the Social Democrats, has also

called for a clarification of claims
that while Higgins had raised concerns about the description of the
event as early as last March, the
organisers were unaware of them
from their discussions with the
Department of Foreign Affairs.
Flanagan said yesterday: “Sometimes when things emerge from a
good intention and a good place,
they become contentious and misinterpreted because of emotions
stirred or stoked by some parties.
The real meaning of reconciliation
then gets lost. I know that to
my cost.
“But this service needn’t lose its

real meaning, and church leaders
can clarify that the event was about
reconciliation. I hope the government can attend and I’m sad the
president can’t.”
Following discussion between
the three coalition party leaders
tomorrow, the cabinet is expected
to decide on Tuesday to send a senior minister to the October 21 service in the Church of Ireland cathedral St Patrick’s. Sources said
either Simon Coveney, the foreign
affairs minister, or Heather Humphreys, the social protection minister, were likely to be the choice.
Sinn Fein is opposed to the

government’s attendance, while a
small number of Fianna Fail backbenchers have spoken against it, as
have the Social Democrats.
Shortall said yesterday: “My
view is that it’s not appropriate for
us to be formally represented at an
event to mark partition and the
establishment of Northern Ireland.
Separately, it would be helpful if
the earlier communication of the
president’s views could be clarified. However, overall I think it’s
time to move on.”
A spokesman for Higgins said:
“The president, after giving the
Continued on page 2 →

Colin Coyle
They were joint founders of the
Web Summit, the largest technology conference in the world. But
now Paddy Cosgrave and David
Kelly have fallen out and found
themselves on opposite sides in a
High Court dispute.
Manders Terrace, a holding
company behind the Web Summit
whose majority shareholder is
Cosgrave, has lodged a High Court
action against Kelly. The case
relates directly to a dispute
between Cosgrave, who owns
81 per cent of Manders Terrace,

and Kelly, who owns almost 12 per
cent. Daire Hickey, the third
founder of the annual tech summit, owns the remaining 7 per cent.
Cosgrave has courted controversy in recent months, having
played a key role in ensuring a
story emerged about Leo Varadkar, as taoiseach, leaking a confidential document in 2019 to Maitiú
Ó Tuathail, a GP who then led a
medical organisation. Cosgrave
later apologised to Ó Tuathail for
accusing him of being involved in
“spin and deception” after the GP
issued proceedings against him in
Continued on page 2 →
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Thermostat row
has Russians in
hot water with
Ryanair chief

BARRY CRONIN

Sing Street maker
buys old Robinson
home for €4.4m

Tenancy board orders embassy to pay
Michael O’Leary €20,000 for damage
to woodwork caused by overheating
Colin Coyle
The Russian embassy cited diplomatic
immunity in a dispute with Michael
O’Leary after the Ryanair chief executive
claimed almost €20,000 in compensation over damage to a property he rented
to embassy staff in Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.
Bradley Investments, a company
owned by O’Leary, took a case last year
against the Russian embassy to the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB), a state
body that rules on disputes between
landlords and tenants. It claimed the Russians had damaged woodwork throughout the property by “overheating” the
red-brick period house, with the thermostat regularly set between 27C and 29C.
At an RTB hearing last June, Alexander
Zhmykhov, a Russian diplomat, claimed
the embassy was entitled to diplomatic
immunity in relation to O’Leary’s claims
for compensation for damage “in excess
of wear and tear”. Zhmykhov said the
embassy was “entitled to do so under the
Vienna convention”.
The members of the RTB hearing the
case asked Zhmykhov “if he accepted
that this immunity extended to the
diplomats themselves rather than the
embassy”. Their ruling was published
last week.
Several embassies have invoked diplomatic immunity in relation to employment cases with staff. In June the state of
Kuwait won a High Court appeal against a
Labour Court ruling that found a member of staff at its Dublin embassy was entitled to pursue an unfair dismissals claim.
The case has been referred back to the
Labour Court.

In 2014 the High Court dismissed a
motion by the Kingdom of Spain claiming
sovereign immunity over a debt relating
to the refurbishment of its Dublin office.
At the RTB hearing, Zhmykhov said he
was happy to discuss the matters in dispute, noting “the question of diplomatic
immunity was a separate matter”.
The diplomat said the claim about a
thermostat being set at over 27C was
“groundless”. He said O’Leary’s agent
had visited the house only “two or three
times” during the tenancy and had never
taken the temperature, and that the thermostat had malfunctioned.
Zhmykhov said the lease agreement
between the embassy and Bradley Investments stated the house, which dates from
the 1850s but was refurbished by O’Leary
after he bought it for €5.9 million in 2009,
had to be kept warm. He said the embassy
had agreed to pay for “certain works” up
to a value of €6,034 but this was not possible while Yuriy Filatov, the ambassador,
and his staff were living there.
Representatives for O’Leary claimed
that the woodwork could have been
damaged only by excessive heat. They
said the house had been inspected
“several times” during the Russian
tenancy, and on each occasion excessive
heating was reported. It was claimed the
Russians provided no proof of a malfunctioning heating system, and a plumber
who was asked to check the system said
any problems were caused by the temperature being too high.
Architect Simon Noddings of de Blacam & Meagher, appearing on behalf of
O’Leary, said there could be no other
plausible explanation for the damage “as

The tribunal
heard that staff at
the building in
Ballsbridge
rented by
Ryanair’s Michael
O’Leary to the
embassy kept the
heating too high,
damaging the
woodwork

all the woodwork was in or around 20
years old” so it could not have been
caused by “normal shrinkage or fair wear
and tear”.
The RTB awarded O’Leary’s company
€19,101 in compensation for damages and
loss of rent between September 1, 2020
and October 9, 2020. It also allowed
O’Leary to keep the Russians’ security
deposit of €10,860. Neither O’Leary nor
the Russian embassy responded to queries last week about whether the compensation has been paid.

John Carney, the writer
and director of Once and
Sing Street, has bought
Mary Robinson’s former
period home on Sandford
Terrace in Ranelagh,
Dublin 6, for €4.44 million,
writes Colin Coyle.
Carney, who most recently
made the second series of
Modern Love, an anthology of
love stories based on a New
York Times column, and
directed episodes featuring
big-name stars such as Kit
Harington, Sophie Okonedo
and Minnie Driver, has moved
into the Georgian property
with his partner, the actress
Marcella Plunkett, and their
son. They had been living in
another period house in
Ranelagh.
The restored 445 sq m
house, dating from 1829, was
Robinson’s home when she
was elected president in
1990. She and her husband,
Nick, sold it a year later for
IR£500,000 — more than
twice what they paid in 1982.
They left the house
accompanied by an army
band and motorcycle
outriders when they moved
to Aras an Uachtarain.
The terrace where
Carney’s new home is
situated is considered the
finest in Ranelagh, containing
only seven houses that rarely
come up for sale. Carney,
whose father was a teacher
and mother a psychiatrist,
grew up in the Dublin 6
suburb and has used it as a
setting in many of his films.
While the first series of
Modern Love was filmed in
Manhattan, Carney relocated
some episodes in the second
series of the Amazon Prime
show to Dublin, allowing him
to work close to home.
The director, who was
previously the bass player
with the Frames, told The
Sunday Times in August that
he could never leave Dublin
behind, no matter how far he

travels. “It’s a special place
where you can change your
aspect, both literally and
figuratively, in a short space
of time,” he said.
“Twenty minutes from my
house in Ranelagh you can be
on top of a mountain, take a
breath and come back,
feeling like you’ve solved a
problem. It’s a brilliant city in
a brilliant country, full of
possibilities.”
His new home — next door
to the gardener and television
presenter Helen Dillon’s
former house, which sold for
€4.5 million in 2016 — is a

Ranelagh joy: John Carney
blend of Georgian and
contemporary styles. There
are grand reception rooms
and a modern Bulthaup
kitchen. Sash windows
have been restored and
floor-to-ceiling book shelves
incorporated. There are four
bedrooms, all large doubles,
and a 0.3-acre back garden.
Carney was a co-creator of
the RTE television series
Bachelors Walk in 2001 but
his career was transformed
by the success of Once, which
he wrote and directed. The
film, starring Glen Hansard
and Markéta Irglová as
struggling musicians who fall
in love, was made for a
budget of €112,000 but
grossed more than
€20 million worldwide.
@colincoyle

