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Model and machinery dealer told
to repay €22,500 in rent arrears
Residential Tenancies
Board backs landlord in
a long-running dispute
over the couple’s luxury
home in south Dublin
Colin Coyle
Rob MacNaughton, a businessman and
husband of the model Glenda Gilson, has
been ordered by the Residential Tenancies Board to pay €22,500 in rent arrears
to the landlord of the luxury house that
the couple rent in Saggart Lakes, south
Dublin. The board made the ruling after
the landlord served them with a notice of
termination over rent arrears on the
property, which is part of a gated development beside Saggart village.
The RTB ruled that the notice of termination was “invalid” but ordered MacNaughton, who is listed as the tenant of
the property in the ruling, to repay
€22,500 in arrears, in monthly instalments of €1,875. Any default in the payments will result in the entire amount
being due immediately, the ruling states.

The couple also have to continue
paying rent of €2,500 each month on the
detached four-bedroom home, which is
on a site of almost half an acre.
This weekend MacNaughton, a
machinery dealer, said that the rent
arrears related to a long-running dispute
with the landlord over the cost of repairs
which the couple have carried out since
moving in three years ago.
The house, as well as another in the
development, was previously owned by
Artisan Properties but is now controlled
by Grant Thornton after being placed
into receivership.
“Because of the properties going into
receivership we’ve had trouble recouping the money we’ve spent on repairs to
the property,” MacNaughton said. “The
arrears aren’t because we aren’t in a position to pay. We’re in dispute.”
MacNaughton, who married Gilson in
Co Clare in 2014, said that the couple
attempted to buy the property when it
went into receivership. “We’ve made
three offers,” he said. “The other house
in the development that went into receivership is on the market but they haven’t
accepted our offers.”
He said the couple, who have two

Bumblebee imports increased by 21 per cent last year

Sting in the tail for
foreign bees used
to pollinate crops
Valerie Flynn
The number of bumblebee
colonies imported to
pollinate fruit crops has more
than tripled in the past
decade, according to the
Department of Agriculture.
There was a 21 per cent
increase in bumblebee
imports last year, when 5,186
colonies of 50 or more bees
were imported from Belgium
and the Netherlands. Teagasc
research published in 2012
put the number of imported
colonies at 1,450.
Growers say that the bees
provide an insurance policy
against wild insects failing to
pollinate crops, particularly
early in the year when there
are fewer about. Commercial
pollination is essential in
glasshouses, which protect
crops against invasive pests.
Honeybee imports have
also increased, with 1,279
queens imported last year, a
fivefold increase since 2019.
Six hundred honeybee
queens have been imported
so far this year. The Green

Party has tabled a bill to ban
honeybee imports to
safeguard the genetic
integrity of Ireland’s native
black honeybee and to
protect it from pathogens.
Scientists at Maynooth
University are checking
whether similar risks may
exist in relation to bumblebee
imports. Sarah Larragy, one
of the researchers, said an
earlier study indicated the
Irish population of buff-tailed
bumblebee, the species being
imported, is genetically
distinct from the British one.
“[Suppliers] say the
commercials imported are
the same subspecies we have
in Ireland. But when they
started their stocks, if they
got a couple of queens from
Britain, then they’re going to
be a different kind of genetic
stock to what we have here,
so then there’s a risk of
hybridisation,” Larragy said.
National Biodiversity Data
Centre guidelines for growers
advise that imported
bumblebee colonies be
destroyed after eight weeks.

State funds restored
to trans advocates
Brian Mahon,
Political Reporter
The HSE has restored funding
to the advocacy group
Transgender Equality
Network of Ireland (Teni),
whose recent accounts
showed it only had enough
funds to continue as a “going
concern” for another year.
Teni met HSE officials last
week to discuss what reforms
it needed to complete so that
state funding could be
restored. The HSE gave it
€1.24 million between 2017
and 2021, including €230,000
last year.
The representative group,
which has five full-time staff,
had failed to file audited
annual accounts in the time
required by company law.
The HSE had given Teni until
the end of March to file
accounts for 2020, a deadline
it missed, leading to its
funding being suspended.
The HSE said after last
week’s meeting it had agreed
to restore funding. “This
comes on foot of a review of
current Service Level
Agreements (SLA) including
reporting on financial and

service provision aligned to
same,” it said. “The HSE is
satisfied the relevant
documentation has now been
provided and that the
necessary systems and
structures are in place to
facilitate consistent reporting
in the future.”
Teni’s financial statement,
published last month, said it
had hired a new chief
executive and a finance and
operations manager. “With
this expertise now in house,
the board is confident the
issues which have arisen in
the past number of years will
not occur again,” it said.
Teni said that it had
identified new funding
streams and would seek to
build reserves equal to three
months’ operating costs. Sara
Phillips, its chairperson,
declined to comment on the
financial state of Teni or its
future when approached at a
public event last week. The
Sunday Times was asked by
PR officials at the launch of
pro-trans policies not to ask
about the financial situation
at the charity.
Louise O’Neill, page 14

Glenda Gilson’s
husband Rob
MacNaughton
said that the
rent arrears on
their four-bed
home related
to a dispute
over repairs

children, had taken a case against the
receiver to the RTB over the state of the
property. They are still seeking to recoup
the money they spent on “necessary”
repairs. “The case is pending,” he said.
“We had no choice but to carry out the
work as the house wasn’t in a fit state for
a family. We spent more on repairs
than we owe in arrears. Unfortunately
the two cases in the RTB didn’t finish
at the same time, so we’re waiting on the
outcome of our complaint.”

The couple moved into the house in
2019 just before their first child, Bobby,
was born. Their second son, Danny, was
born in 2020.
MacNaughton said it had not been a
“dream experience” due to difficulties
with the house going into receivership.
Both he and Gilson own apartments,
which they have rented to tenants.
Gilson, originally from Castleknock,
said last year that the two rental properties she owns were her best investments,

although she got hit with
“a big tax bill on them”
every year.
She is one of a number of
apartment owners in Dublin’s
Spencer Dock who are suing
several companies involved
with its development, including a subsidiary of the builder
Sisk, over alleged faults,
including
water
ingress
around window frames, as well
as issues with balconies, leaks
and fire alarms.
Gilson, who previously
dated the rugby player Brian
O’Driscoll and Johnny Ronan,
a property developer, worked
as a presenter on TV3’s Xposé
until its cancellation in 2019
and has modelled in photocalls for brands including
Kellogg’s,
McDonald’s,
Bank of Ireland and Nissan.
She has taken part in
several reality television
series, including Dancing
with the Stars, Celebrity
Salon and Celebrity
Bainisteoir.
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Art dealer
cleans up
by spotting
‘date error’

Sculpture
park to
open in
Dublin
Julieanne Corr

A work by the Irish artist Roderic O’Conor, which a
buyer realised was painted at his peak, has been
sold for a €250,000 profit within eight months
COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF IRELAND

John Burns
A sharp-eyed art dealer has made a profit
of almost €250,000 in less than eight
months after spotting that a painting by
the Irish artist Roderic O’Conor may have
been incorrectly dated, according to a
Dublin auction house.
The dealer, who is based in London
and has Irish roots, bought Paysage aux
arbres at the French auction house Gros
& Delettrez last October for €58,000,
plus fees. It had an estimate of just
€12,000-€18,000. The auctioneers had
stated that the undated painting had
been completed about 1919-1920.
Its new owner concluded that the
O’Conor work was actually painted in
1892, when the Roscommon-born artist
was working at Pont-Aven in France and
at the peak of his career. He resubmitted
the painting for sale at deVere’s auction
house in Dublin, where the relatively
small work — measuring 12 inches by 18 —
sold last Tuesday for €300,000. With
auctioneer’s fees added, the total price
was €375,000.
“It’s an 1892 painting, which makes an
enormous difference to the value,” said
Rory Guthrie, a director of deVeres. “In
the early 1890s, O’Conor was in PontAven and painting with all the big names
of impressionism of the time. Whereas by
1921, he was in a studio in Paris.”
DeVeres billed Paysage aux arbres as a
recent discovery because of what they
considered the earlier mis-dating. “As a
really early O’Conor, it’s a rare find,” said
Guthrie. “We think the French had it
wrong. In fairness to them it had been
exhibited back in the 1980s as a 1920
painting, and they went with that, but
unfortunately we think it was incorrect.”

ALAMY

Roderic
O’Conor,
above, spent
the 1890s in
the artists’
colony of

Pont-Aven in
Britanny,
right, where
he painted
Paysage aux
Arbres, 1892

In the catalogue note Jonathan Benington, who co-curated the show Roderic
O’Conor and the Moderns: Between Paris
and Pont-Aven for the National Gallery of
Ireland in 2018, wrote: “Although Landscape with Trees is not a dated work, it
bears numerous thematic and stylistic
similarities to paintings, drawings and
prints executed by O’Conor in the early
1890s, close to the beginning of his
Breton sojourn.
“The canvas size and range of colours
used invite comparison with early Breton
paintings by O’Conor, for example Still
Life with Bottles (1892) and Red Roofs

(1894) in the Tate collection.” Benington’s
own book on O’Conor, published in 1992
and still the definitive work on the artist,
also gave a date of 1919-20 for the landscape painting, but he has now revised
his opinion.
“On balance, a date of late spring or
early summer 1892 seems most likely,” he
wrote for deVere’s catalogue. “This fits

Boxing ballerinas mural must be
wiped clean, homeowner told
Colin Coyle
A mural on the front of a
period home in Sandycove by
an award-winning street artist
would “detract from the
character of the terrace” if it
were allowed to remain, An
Bord Pleanala has ruled.
The planning appeals
board has ruled that the
mural, by the street artist
Solus, of two ballerinas
wearing boxing gloves is “out
of scale with the facade” of
the Victorian home and
would “seriously injure the
visual amenities of the
properties in the vicinity”. It
will now have to be removed.
Cathy McGovern, the
homeowner who
commissioned the mural, had
said it was “a work of art”
which had received a “hugely
positive” reaction locally.
“In addition to the many
people who have paused to
enjoy the art or to take
photos, many have knocked
on the door to discuss the
mural and to say thanks for
commissioning it,” her
planning application to retain
the artwork stated.
Three residents wrote to
An Bord Pleanala to support
McGovern’s attempts to retain

It was claimed the artwork could threaten property values
the mural. They pointed out
that the council had
commissioned a painting of
James Joyce by a street artist
on an ESB substation on the
opposite side of the road.
“This seems to be wholly
inconsistent with the
approach taken in regard to
the ‘boxing ballerinas’,” they
said.
The artwork was created
during the Covid-19
lockdown, with McGovern, a
marketing executive, saying
she was not aware that
planning permission was
needed. She said that she first

saw Solus’s work in New York
in 2019. She commissioned
the artist to create a ballerina
with boxing gloves to
represent people fighting
their demons. A “K” in the
ballerina’s boxing glove was a
tribute to Kellie Harrington,
who won an Olympic gold
medal for boxing.
In her appeal she said the
mural was not “visually
prominent” as it was painted
on a flat surface. She said that
there was “no aesthetic
homogeneity along the
streetscape” and that it could
not be seen by motorists

travelling north on Elton Park
because it was screened by a
building to the west.
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown
county council took an
enforcement action against
McGovern last year over the
lack of planning permission.
It subsequently rejected her
attempts to retain the
artwork, ruling it was
“visually incongruous” and
could “depreciate the value of
property in the vicinity”.
McGovern contested this in
her appeal, saying there was
no evidence that it would
devalue neighbouring
properties. She included a
statement from a local estate
agent in her appeal, which
argued that the mural “adds
to the aesthetic value of the
area and does not devalue
properties in Sandycove”.
An Bord Pleanala sided
with the council, ruling the
mural would be out of place
on a terrace of period
properties.
It concluded that allowing
it to be retained would
“create an undesirable
precedent and would be
contrary to the proper
planning and sustainable
development of the area”.
@colincoyle

Soap star Tormey sues RTE for negligence
Colin Coyle
In a twist worthy of the longrunning RTE soap opera, the
actor who plays Fair City’s
“arch villain” is suing the
broadcaster. Tony Tormey,
who portrays entrepreneur
Paul Brennan in the series,
has lodged a High Court
action against RTE.
Tormey, who has worked
on Fair City since its first
episode in 1989, is alleging
negligence against the
broadcaster in the legal
action. Tormey did not
respond to queries this
weekend about the nature of
his dispute with RTE.

The broadcaster said it did
not comment on legal
matters. Tormey is
represented by Liston &
Company, a Dublin-based
solicitor.
He and fellow Fair City cast
are not members of staff in
RTE but employed as
contractors. In 2016 it
emerged that some Fair City
actors were paid as little as
€432 per day, with no
guarantee of how many hours
they would work each year.
Leading actors on the show
can earn more than €100,000
per year, however, depending
on the number of days they
are contracted to work.

There are usually about
200 episodes of the soap
opera each year, but
production was suspended
for five months due to Covid19 restrictions in 2020. After
the lockdown, the series
returned but was limited to
three episodes per week,
limiting the earning power of
the soap opera’s stars.
In the past, the actors’
union Equity has said many
of the cast had to work
second jobs because some get
as little as 20 weeks per year
work on the soap opera.
Tormey, the only
remaining original character
on the show, which is now in

its 30th season, has featured
in many of its longest-running
storylines. Brennan has a
string of failed relationships
and businesses.
Last year Tormey said his
days of playing “steamy love
scenes” may be over because
of a back injury. “I put my
back out 20 years ago while
doing a play in the West End,”
he told the Irish Mirror.
“I had to be carried off the
stage, and because I was
doing a show later that
evening, I was given an
injection and told to go on. I
believe it all started from
there.”
@colincoyle

with what we know of O’Conor’s movements in that year. In March he visited the
Van Gogh memorial exhibition at the Le
Barc de Boutteville gallery in Paris.
“Encountering the Dutch artist’s landscapes constructed from rhythmically
applied complementary hues led
O’Conor to rethink his approach, leading
ultimately to his own very personal inter-

pretation of the Breton scene using parallel ‘stripes’ of pure colour.”
O’Conor was born in Milton, Co Roscommon in 1860, but his family moved to
Dublin soon afterwards and he was sent
to Ampleforth in Yorkshire to be educated. He studied at the Metropolitan
School of Art in Dublin, and afterwards
spent time in Antwerp and Paris.
He spent most of the 1890s at PontAven in Brittany, where he became
friends with Paul Gauguin, who became a
big influence, as did Vincent van Gogh.
Intimate knowledge of the Roscommon artist’s work has paid off handsomely for the London art dealer who
managed to turn a profit of up to
€250,000 by flipping the painting within
eight months.
“It is a nice return, but it’s a beautiful
picture,” said Guthrie. “In fact it’s one of
the best pictures we have ever sold. You
get a lot of art through your hands, and
it’s rare you get something special and
important from an artist’s career, and
that is what this is.
“It came out of France but it hadn’t
been seen properly before. So we just
gave it the platform, and I am delighted it
did so well. The best of everything always
sells well.”
The painting was purchased by an
Irish buyer. Guthrie said that all eight bidders were Irish.

More than €1 million worth of
life-sized art is to go on
display at an outdoor
sculpture park opening in
Frederick Street South,
Dublin, on Thursday.
Operated by Gormley’s art
gallery, it will have 60 pieces
of work by 20 Irish and
international artists. The idea
arose from Gormley’s
previous sculpture
exhibitions at Russborough
House, Wicklow, and the
Culloden Estate, Belfast.
Most of the works on
display will be life-sized
bronze sculptures, created by
the likes of Giacinto Bosco,
Salvador Dali, John Behan,
Anthony Scott and Sandra
Bell. There will also be works
by Patrick O’Reilly, the
Kilkenny-born artist most
widely known for his lifesized bear sculptures.
Oliver Gormley, a Tyrone
newsagent turned art
entrepreneur, said the aim
was to create a permanent
space to showcase large
works to the public. “I just
love sculptures and have
been selling them for over 20
years,” he said.
“We deal with 20 artists
and every year or two we do a
large major sculpture
exhibition. After we take the
large sculptures down we
have nowhere to put these
pieces for the rest of the year.
There was a space available at
the back of the gallery so we
decided to turn it into a
sculpture garden.”
Gormley, who entered the
art business by accident
when he was left a number of
paintings in a business deal,
said that people’s reactions to
the sculptures were
influenced by their
personalities. “People can
either love or hate the pieces
but I would feel worse if no
one noticed them,” he said.
“Some people find them
scary, some people love
them. That’s the good thing
about art — everyone will see
it differently and take a
different meaning out of it.”
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Television pundit
received €32,000
in Covid support

Shincheonji is gaining in
popularity among young
people, but church
leaders say it isolates
them from their families
Sonja Tutty
Attempts by the Korean sect
Shincheonji to recruit young
Irish Christians has prompted
churches to warn youth organisations
about
alleged
“grooming behaviour”.
Christian Unions Ireland
(CUI), which represents Christian groups in colleges, said
Shincheonji came on its radar before the
pandemic. Neus Kell of CUI claims there
is growing concern about young people
being approached by the sect.
Shincheonji Church of Jesus,
founded in South Korea in 1984, is a
new Christian religion widely considered a cult by other Christian
churches. Although based in Korea, it
is active throughout Europe and
America, and is sometimes called
“New Heaven and New Earth”.
The religious group believes its
founder, Lee Man-hee, is a messiah. The
church was at the centre of South Korea’s
first major Covid-19 outbreak and at one
point was linked to 36 per cent of all cases
in the country. Last year Man-hee was
found guilty of embezzling 5.6 billion
won (over €4 million) and obstruction of
public affairs.
CUI, alongside representatives from
other Christian groups, has begun raising
concerns about the sect’s activities in Ireland. “Often what happens is members
use a mutual friend or acquaintance to
gain trust and invite you to a Bible study,”
Kell said. “They seem normal, of course,
it’s just like any other discussion group.
But over time there is more and more
pressure on you to go to meet-ups and
studies, and they make you feel guilty if
you can’t come.
“The intensity just keeps increasing
until it becomes your life. And they twist
the Bible, and say the Devil is in your family or your friends who are trying to get
you to leave the group.”
Over the course of the pandemic, Shincheonji members have used social media
to recruit young Christians, often under
the guise of wanting to become friends
and meet for coffee.
Rev Robert Ferris of Carrigrohane
Union of Parishes in Cork said in a newsletter last month that he was aware of
Shincheonji groups being active in Cork
city. “I want to assure anyone who is concerned about this that I and our staff team
are available to discuss any pastoral concerns,” he added.

Colin Coyle

Warning over South
Korean messianic ‘cult’

Shincheonji
founder Lee Manhee, above, was
found guilty of
embezzlement,
while the sect

apologised for
“unintentionally”
spreading Covid.
A parent protests
about the sect in
Seoul, inset

Ferris shared comments from Dr Jacqui Montgomery-Devlin, head of safeguarding at the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland, who said she was “disturbed” to
hear the “cult” is active in Ireland.
“However, having worked in the field
of exploitation for a lengthy period, I
could clearly see all the hallmarks of
deliberate grooming behaviour in this
practice,” she said, adding that the religious group “maintains control over
young people” by using a mutual friend
to gain trust and isolates people from
their friends and family.
Montgomery-Devlin said Shincheonji
members claim they are helping others
“really understand the Bible properly”
and insist on attendance at meetings.
“There is nothing healthy, in a spiritual
sense or otherwise, about such tactics to
control another human being,” she said.
Mike Garde, director of Dialogue Ireland, assists families with relatives in

so-called cults. Garde said he has been in
contact with nearly a dozen families and
individuals regarding Shincheonji. “They
go for intelligent and young people who
want to know more about the Bible or
theology in general,” Garde said. “It is a
dangerous group, and people struggle to
get out.”
Kell claimed that some young people
who had been able to cut ties with the
Shincheonji church struggled to cope afterwards. “Their trust is broken. Coming
back into the world is really difficult
because of how isolated they were made
to be,” he said. “We would really encourage people to be wary and for anyone
who is caught up in this to seek help from
any friend, family, church leader.”
Shincheonji did not respond to
requests for comment. In March 2020,
Man-hee apologised on behalf of his
church’s members for “unintentionally”
spreading Covid-19 in South Korea.

A media company set up by
Pat Spillane, the RTÉ pundit,
received €32,214 in
government Covid subsidies
between 2020 and 2021 after
the former Kerry footballer’s
earnings plunged due to the
curtailment of media
appearances associated with
the GAA season.
Spillane, 66, a former
school principal who said he
took early retirement in 2012
to protect his pension
entitlements, set up a
company, Greenane Media, in
2006 to handle his earnings
from media work and
endorsements.
The eight-time All Ireland
winner is a studio analyst
with RTÉ, and has a regular
column in the Sunday World.
His earnings were reduced in
2020 when the GAA season
was disrupted due to the
pandemic. The football
championship became a
knock-out competition,
reducing the number of
games played.
The GAA also dispensed
with the “Super 8” group
stage last year due to the
pandemic, which again
meant fewer media
opportunities for pundits.
Newly filed accounts show
Spillane’s company returned
modest profits of €6,507 in
2020 and €5,928 in 2021. It
got €6,214 in government
subsidies in 2020, and
€26,000 under the
Employment Wage Subsidy
Scheme (EWSS) last year.
The accounts show the
company’s directors, listed as
Spillane and his wife Rosarii,
received €64,256 in
remuneration from the
company in 2020 and €81,497
last year.
In the two years prior to
the pandemic, 2018 and 2019,
the company made profits of
€60,855 and €53,949
respectively. In order to avail

of the EWSS and its
precursor, the Temporary
Wage Subsidy Scheme,
companies had to show
Revenue that their turnover
had fallen by at least 30 per
cent.
Yesterday Spillane said the
two years of the pandemic
had been the worst of his life
financially. “My accountant
handles the accounts and all
that, but I had two
horrendous years. People see
you on the television and
assume you’re wealthy, but
like a lot of self-employed I
was bottom of the food chain

All Ireland: Pat Spillane
during Covid.”
As well as working as a
media analyst, Spillane
chaired the Commission for
the Economic Development
of Rural Areas (Cedra) a
decade ago. He criticised
Michael Ring, the then
minister for rural and
community development,
when he was not
reappointed. During an
appearance on The Late Late
Show, Spillane claimed he
had been “shafted”.
Ring later criticised
Spillane and released
documents showing his
earnings and expenses as
chair of Cedra. The Fine Gael
TD also called on RTÉ to
disclose Spillane’s earnings
over the past 25 years.
@colincoyle

