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Reopening of schools to go ahead despite Covid concerns
Eoin English and
Pádraig Hoare
The Government is pressing
ahead with reopening schools
next week despite confusion over
the latest public health guidelines, worrying Covid-19 trends,
and mounting concerns.
Taoiseach Micheál Martin described the reopening as “an im-

portant milestone to be achieved”
and said the State will do everything possible “for the sake of our
children” who he said have lost a
lot already because of Covid-19.
At last evening’s briefing of the
National Public Health Emergency Team, Professor Philip Nolan,
attempted to assuage fears
a ro und s cho o l s , s ay i n g t h at
while parents were “understand-

ably anxious” about their safety,
their concerns were “misplaced”.
Schools are safe when it comes
to transmission, which health off icials did not know back in
March, he said.
“ T h e t r u t h i s t h a t we s e e
children being infected in households. The real measures that
need to be taken here are to prevent adult to adult transmission.

The intention is in the wrong
place. Schools are a safe place and
very well run by principals to ensure that infection doesn’t occur.
It is the household we need to
concentrate on,” Prof Nolan said.
Acting chief medical officer, Dr
Ronan Glynn would not comment
on reports Laois and Offaly were
set to emerge from lockdown, but
that Kildare was not. He said

NPHET had made recommendations for the Government to
consider.
There were 136 new cases and
one additional death, the briefing
heard.
Mr Martin said failure to
reopen schools could damage
childrens’ intellectual development, their social development,
and their overall wellbeing.

He also defended the Government’s communication of the latest public health restrictions, his
education minister, Norma
Foley, and his health minister
Stephen Donnelly.
The overall Government message has been clear and consistent,
said Mr Martin. “We can’t really
deviate from the core message —
this is about protecting lives and

Calleary
admits to
breaching
health
guidelines

livelihoods as best we can.
“The overall message is very,
very clear — we are asking people
generally to reduce contacts in
terms of different households, to
reduce the number of social contacts for adults.
“We want to protect lives. We
also want to protect livelihoods.”
News: 4&5
Analysis: 9

Luke O’Leary of In N’ Out Cleaning Services
cleans Eldon Hotel, Skibbereen.

■ Agriculture minister under fire
after golf social event at hotel
Aoife Moore
and Paul Hosford

Agriculture Minister Dara
Calleary’s political future
looks in jeopardy after he
apologised for being at a
social event with 80 people
that breached public health
guidelines
Fury is mounting as it
emerged he and a range of
TDs and senators attended
the event at a Clifden hotel,
along with EU Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan, and
broadcaster Seán O’Rourke.
The Fianna Fáil deputy
leader faced trenchant criticism after the Irish Examiner broke the story, with calls
growing for his resignation.
Despite an abject apology,
his position was called into
question just a day after the
Government announced new
lockdown measures to stop
the spread of Covid-19.
Mr Calleary said: “I attended a function I committed to a number of weeks
ago, having been asked to
pay tribute to a person I respected and admired greatly.
“In light of the updated
public health guidance this
week, I should not have attended the event. I wish to
apologise unreservedly to
the public, from whom we
are asking quite a lot at this
difficult time. I also offer this
apology and my sincere regret to my government colleagues.”
Acting chief medical officer, Dr Ronan Glynn, when
asked about hotel gatherings
of 80 people, said he would
not comment on a specific
event but said: “Clearly in
the context of this week’s
guidance, we would not want
80 people gathering inside
any event.”
The Oireachtas Golf Society event to celebrate its
50th anniversary was held at
The Station House Hotel,
Clifden, Galway, on Tuesday , even t hough publ i c
health advice states “no formal or informal events or
parties should be organised

in these premises”.
The table plan listed 82
people for the sit-down event
with up to 10 per table.
Guidelines state no more
than six people should be at a
table. The hotel declined to
confirm who was in attendance, but the guest list included: Mr Calleary and his
wife Siobhán, Galway TD
N o e l G re a l i s h , s e n at o r s
Jerry Buttimer, John Cummins, Paul Daly, and Niall
Blaney, former Fine Gael
senator Cáit Keane, former
attorney general Séamus
Woulfe, Moroccan ambassador Lahcen Mahraoui, former Labour Party senator Lorraine Higgins, former Fine
Gael senator and TD for
Sligo-Leitrim Ger ry Reyn o l d s , fo r m e r F i n e G a e l
senator Imelda Henry, Circuit Court judge, and a former Workers’ Party TD Pat
McCartan, who serves as the
vice-captain, among others.
Some guests confirmed
their attendance. Others
were contacted for comment.
The event was organised
by the president of the society and former Fianna Fáil
TD Donie Cassidy and honoured Galway man and former Fianna Fáil MEP Mark
Killilea Jr, who died in 2018.
Mr Killilea’s family was in
attendance at the event.
A hotel spokesman said
they consulted the Irish Hotels Federation, who said the
event could go ahead with
fewer than 50 in each side of
the room. “My understanding of dining arrangements
is that in any dining room it
has to be less than 50,” he
said. “There were 81 people
at the event who dined with
us, divided into 45 and 36. It’s
not a Mickey Mouse partition, it’s a proper physical
structure that divides two
rooms, but it can be removed. It was booked a few
months ago, we spoke to the
Oireachtas Golf Society, and
the Irish Hotel Federation,
and we were told that as long
as there were no more than
50 diners, it was safe.”

Cahalane’s Bar proprietor James Cahalane gets help from Donie Hurley and Ger Carey of The Horse and Hound Bar as the Skibbereen community pitched in for
clean-up operation as the West Cork town was left devastated by ﬂoodwater after Storm Ellen hit on Wednesday night.
Pictures: Larry Cummins

Repairs carried out to a culvert at The Cutting
after the ﬂoods.
Picture: Andy Gibson

Anger in Skibbereen over flood defence works delay
Eoin English
and Pádraig Hoare
A West Cork town hit by
flash flooding during Storm
Ellen has called for answers
and action after it emerged
that work to a culvert which
could have eased the flooding was postponed hours earlier.
A s Ta o i s e a c h M i c h e á l
Martin visited Skibbereen to
survey the damage, ﬂood victims described as “too little,
too late” the installation yesterday of a trash screen over
the culvert at The Cutting
area of the town.
ESB Networks crews restored power to over 124,000
homes, farms, and businesses yesterday but thousands
of people in counties Cork
and Tipperary could be wait-

ing another 24 hours.
In Cork City, low-lying
quays escaped serious flooding last night but authorities
remain on alert.
Mr Martin paid tribute to
the emergency services and
ESB repair crews and said
t h e G o ve r n m e n t w i l l re spond with support. “We
now have to engage with
towns impacted, to analyse
in some instances the extent
of the ﬂooding, the causes of
that and to bring supports
quickly to the affected communities,” he said.
However, there was anger
in Skibbereen where 20
premises on Bridge St and on
the Cork Rd were swamped.
The Of fice of Public
Works, which oversaw the
town’s €18m flood relief
scheme, said there was “no

question of failure” of the
scheme and said the ﬂooding
on Bridge St was due to very
heavy rainfall and runoff
s we l l i n g a m i n o r wat e r course at The Cutting, with
the water unable to pass
through a culvert which connects to the main town
sewer, possibly because of a
partial blockage at the culvert entrance.
Cork County Council said
part of the culvert project,
which was separate to the
flood-relief scheme, was delayed by Covid-19 and the installation of the specially
manufactured screen could
not be completed before the
storm. “Unfortunately, it
was not possible to complete
this work before the unu s u a l l y s e ve r e s u m m e r
storm, where the rate of rain-

fall reached 40mm an hour,
resulting in exceptional rainfall which overwhelmed the
storm drain system at The
Cutting,” said a council spokesperson.
The Cork Rd flooding was
also linked to a culvert issue
under the road and the council plans to address through

t h e O P W ’ s m i n o r wo r k s
scheme.
Fine Gael senator Tim
Lombard said that just
wasn’t good enough. He said
council staff should be able
to mobilise during red
weather alerts to deal with
culvert issues. “It is unacceptable that these emergen-

cy works are being carried
out in such a reactive emergency way when the damage
has been caused. There is a
duty of care to homeowners
and businesses in Skibbereen to have clear culverts
and drains,” he said.
News 2&3
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Searches conducted as part of New IRA probe
Cormac O’Keeffe

Security Correspondent
A series of searches have
been conducted in the North
as part of a mounting crossborder investigation into the
New IRA by the PSNI.
Nine people were being

questioned by anti-terrorism
officers as all four public offices of Saoradh, a political
group linked to the New IRA,
were searched on Thursday.
The nine arrests, made on
Tuesday, marked the culmination of a surveillance operation thought to have been
34
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orchestrated by the British
security service MI5.
Those arrests by the PSNI
were part of a coordinated
operation, code-named Arbacia, which saw six
searches in the Republic.
While ar rests were not
part of the garda operation,
they were trying to locate
senior members, including a
former Provisional IRA
prisoner and bank robber.
Several sources have said
that those arrested in the
North include senior repub-

lican f igures, many with
paramilitary convictions.
Sources believe the PSNI
is preparing to bring
charges. If multiple charges
are brought, sources believe
it could be a major blow to
the New IRA and to Saoradh.
The suspects’s detention
period ends on Saturday
when they are back in court.
PSNI’s Crime Operations
Assistant Chief Constable
Barbara Gray said detectives
searched properties in Belfast, Dungannon, Newry, and

Derry “in connection with
an ongoing investigation
into the activities of the New
IRA”.
She said they were
searched under terrorism
legislation as part of Operation Arbacia.
Sources said both the New
IRA and Saoradh have been
badly hit in the last year and
a half, in terms of public outrage and defections, after the
murder of 29-year-old journalist Lyra McKee in Derry
in April 2019.
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Golf event row

How can the Coalition restore confidence?
If a week is a long time in
politics, this Government
might consider it has plenty
of time to stem the bleeding
of its self-inﬂicted wounds.
However, in reality, in a
pandemic, and with public
support and goodwill
quickly ebbing, it has
probably two weeks to get its
house in order.
Some feel it doesn’t deserve more time after a torrid couple of weeks, which
has seen it lose two agriculture ministers, control of the
public health narrative and
confidence.
So what does it have to do
get back on track?
To answer that, this coali-

Paul Hosford
tion government must consider not just the hows and
whens of the controversial
Oireachtas Golfgate dinner,
but the why of the public
anger.

A gauge of the public
anger could be best felt on
Friday’s Liveline programme
on RTÉ. Caller after caller
gave emotional accounts of
the personal impact Covid-19
had on them or loved ones.
The message was clear,
we’re either in this together,
or we’re not.
And when it emerged a
cadre of politicians, judges
and a very senior former
RTÉ broadcaster put themselves above public health
guidelines at that now-infamous dinner for 80-plus, for
many it confirmed the suspicion that there is an elite section of “Official Ireland”
which holds itself above the

rest of the country.
That suspicion has now
extended to every member of
the Government - fairly or
unfairly - and each proclamation our so-called leaders
make will be viewed by the
public through the lens that
these are words intended for
those on the ground, but not
those in charge.
Tackling that perception
will be the first step in restoring public trust at a time
when buy-in to public health
measures is crucial.
To do that, the Government made a first step in asking Phil Hogan to consider
his position as EU Trade
Commissioner. However,

while the Taoiseach and Tánaiste questioned the timing
of Mr Hogan’s apology,
many questioned the timing
of their criticism.
By waiting a full 48 hours
until Saturday evening, with
Micheál Martin having been
asked about the issue on Friday’s Six One News, there
was an impression given that
this was merely optics.
The Taoiseach and Tánaiste know that Mr Hogan’s
role is out of their jurisdiction but to criticise him immediately would put Ireland
on a collision course with the
European Commission.
So waiting until Mr Hogan
was safely back in Brussels

was the safest time to fire a
shot across his bow.
But to really regain the
public trust, communication
must improve. No longer can
there be press conferences
where two of the three government party leaders are in
attendance and the Tánaiste’s habit of dropping
key details before they’re announced must be curtailed.
These two factors only
serve to feed the narrative
that the Government is divided at a most crucial time.
The message given must
be clear and concise and any
confusion cleared up
quickly. The likes of the confusion on the numbers allow-

Security Correspondent
Controversial laws to allow
gardaí enter private homes
to break up house parties
and give gardaí more powers
to police Covid-19 regulations in pubs are not expected until sometime next
year.
The Department of Justice
has confirmed that the proposals relate to a “very complex” area of law with potentially significant impact on
Constitutional rights.
In a statement to the Irish
Examiner, the department
further states that such proposals – when they are developed – will require “very
careful and detailed consideration”.
The development comes as
the Government dramatically announced last Tuesday that it was referring to
the Attorney General Cabinet proposals to allow gardaí
enter homes to stop house
parties as well proposals to
g i ve g a r d a í f a r g r e a t e r
powers to sanction pubs.
Taoiseach Micheál Martin
said gardaí should have the
p o we r t o c l o s e p u b s f o r
b re a ch i n g p u bl i c h e a l t h
regulations.
This came after brief footage from the Berlin pub in
Dublin’s city centre sparked
public and political outrage
after it showed a barman
standing on a bar and pouring drink from a spirit bottle
into the mouths of customers
standing or dancing close to
each other at the bar.
But as gardaí told the Irish
Examiner the only leg al
power they had to enforce
public health guidelines or
regulations related to the
legal requirement to serve a

Taoiseach Micheál Martin said
gardaí should have the power to
close pubs for breaching public
health regulations.

substantial meal with alcohol.
Proposals to give gardaí
power to enter private homes
to break up a house party are
the most controversial.
The Irish Council of Civil
Liber ties has said it was
“very concerned” about expanding garda powers in relation to private property
from a “rights and constitutional perspective” saying
there would have to be very
clear evidence that it was
necessary and proportionate.
Legal experts told the Irish
Examiner last week that
while the home is protected
under the constitution, that
right can be circumscribed
by law, including for reasons
of the public good, such as
public health.
Experts said that if such
legislation was tightly focused on dealing with the
Covid-19 epidemic and the
threat to public health and
had a “sunset clause”, expiring on a certain date, then it
could be constitutional.
In response to detailed
q u e s t i o n s re g a r d i n g t h e
timeframe for drafting and
enacting the proposals on
house parties and pubs, the
Department of Justice issued
a statement.
It said that all state bodies
with responsibility for monitoring, inspection and compliance were intensifying activities on an integrated
basis to “ensure strict adherence to both mandatory and
non-mandatory public
health measures”.
It said: “The need for primary legislation to provide
extra enforcement powers to
A n G a r d a S í o ch á n a a n d
other statutory agencies is
being urgently considered by
the relevant Departments in
consultation with the Office
of the Attorney General and
will be completed as soon as
possible.”
But it added: “This is a
very complex area of law
with potentially significant
impacts on the Constitutional rights of individuals
and will require very careful
and detailed consideration.”
It said there was ongoing
consultation with An Garda
Síochána and other agencies.
The department declined
to confirm that the proposals
– particularly in relation to
house parties – would first
come as a heads of bill to be
examined by the Oireachtas
Justice Committee before
f i n a l p ro p o s a l s a re p u b lished.

■ Opposition want debate on
schools, golfgate, and Covid-19
Paul Hosford

Political Correspondent

Jim O’Callaghan, left, said people needed to carefully consider Mt Hogan’s role at a time when Ireland is expecting a negative economic
impact from Brexit; while Mary Lou McDonald said ‘the Taoiseach has asked him to consider his position. That really means game over’.

Hogan must fully account for
movements, says Tánaiste
Neil Michael
L e o Va r a d k a r s a y s P h i l
Hogan needs to make a full
account of his movements
before and after the controversial golfing dinner he attended.
The Tánaiste said he accepted the EU Trade Commissioner’s apology issued
yesterday morning, although he said he wished it
had been issued sooner.
But he has appeared to
suggest there might still be
unanswered questions about
M r H o g a n ’ s m o ve m e n t s
since he arrived back in Ireland recently.
Speaking on RTE Radio 1’s
The Week in Politics, he said:
“I think the apology helps. It
would have been better if it
had come sooner.
“But I think, as well, he
needs to account for himself
and explain his own actions.
He is not a member of the
Government.
“It is not my job or the
Taoiseach’s job or anybody
else’s job to defend him or
make explanations for him.”
He added: “He needs to
answer any questions that
people have. And that is not
just in relation to the dinner.
“It is also any questions
that might arise from his
m o ve m e n t s w i t h i n t h e
country and his movements
in and out of Co Kildare,

Uncertainty around when
guidelines will be made law
Cormac O’Keeffe

Security Correspondent
No date has been set for
when new Covid-19 restrictions which drastically cut
the maximum number of
people attending an indoor
event will be made law.
The measures, announced
by t h e G o ve r n m e n t l a s t
Tuesday, will see the limit
(with certain exceptions) reduced from 50 persons to six.
Responding to queries
from the Irish Examiner, the
Department of Health confirmed the measures were
not yet law, and added “regulations are being prepared”.
The measures received
widespread publicity on TV,
radio, online, and print and
came a day before the Oireachtas Golf Society dinner
was held at a Galway hotel
on Wednesday night. But
sources stress that while
they were new public health

guidelines, agreed by the
Cabinet and announced to
the general public, they had
no legal standing.
“Until the regulations are
passed, they are not law and
are not something that can
be enforced,” said a Garda
source.
“People should know
about them, though.”
The source added: “We are
still using the original regulation on this area which sets
the limit of people attending
an indoor event at 50.”
The Irish Examiner revealed on Thursday that more
than 80 people, including
leading politicians and a senior judge, attended the
dinner event at the Station
House Hotel in Clifden.
A criminal investigation
by gardaí is now under way,
its sole focus being on the organisers of the event.
As reported in the Irish
Examiner on Friday, orga-

lamb and petit fours, that is
the real challenge this government faces in the coming
weeks and it needs to begin
with the education minister
ditching her low profile.
Norma Foley is hard at
work, sources suggest. Nobody believes that she is on
holiday and is said to be taking the detail of school reopening seriously.
If this government can see
schools reopened safely, it
will give it a chance to work
out its other issues and attempt to get back on track. If
not, the whole thing could
come crumbling down.
Failure, it seems, is not an
option.

Anger at
delay in
recalling
the Dáil

Laws to break
up house
parties not due
until next year
Cormac O’Keeffe

ed in theatres cannot be
allowed to become the norm.
But the real test of this
government’s strategy will
come when schools reopen in
the coming days.
This government has pursued opening schools as its
ultimate priority - at times at
the expense of other things
like pubs and public transport and mass gatherings.
The economic and social
impact is, they feel, too great
to risk if schools aren’t reopened. They and the acting
CMO assure parents that it is
safe, that there is little evidence of widespread transmission among children.
Away from Connemara

nisers, under the primary
legislation, includes both
those behind the event — in
this case, the society’s organising committee or officials
— and relevant hotel management.
The investigation team —
and moreover the Director of
Public Prosecutions — will
examine the legal standing of
claims being made that the
80 or so people at the golf
dinner were split into separate or partitioned areas and
that such “multiple gatherings” were permitted at a
venue under operational
guidelines.
Gardaí said this matter
will be examined and assessed by the DPP on foot of
the investigation file.
While attending an event
with over 50 people may be a
breach of public health
guidelines, it is not a breach
of regulations, and not
against the law.

Phil Hogan ‘needs to make a full
account of his movements’.
which are suffering from
very tight restrictions.”
Although he said he had
confidence in Mr Hogan as
the EU’s T rade Commissioner, he said the former environment minister needed
to “account for himself and
e x p l a i n a n d a n s we r a n y
questions”.
He also said Mr Hogan
needed to confirm he was
compliant of public health
guidelines “at all times”.
But then he repeated the
call he already made on Saturday for Mr Hogan to “consider his position” if he
couldn’t answer questions

about his movements.
M r Va r a d k a r t o l d T h e
Week in Politics: “If he is not
able to do that and if he can’t
do that, then he needs to consider his position and that is
what we said to him (Saturday).”
This is despite the apology
Mr Hogan issued and in response to that initial call for
him to consider his position
by Mr Varadkar, and the
Taoiseach Micheál Martin.
B e f o r e a n s we r i n g a n y
questions about last Wednesday’s Oireachtas Golfing Society dinner, Mr Varadkar
reiterated his earlier views
about the event.
“This golf dinner should
not have happened,” he said.
“I think of all the people
across the country who cancelled weddings, christenings or confirmations. It was
a huge insult to them that
this event was planned.
“At the very least it should
have been cancelled on Tuesday after the Government
tightened the restrictions
around social gatherings and
those who attended should
not have attended.”
And he added: “I believe it
has done serious damage to
our national efforts to suppress the virus which depends on national unity which
is undermined.”
Of the conversation he had
with Mr Hogan on Saturday,

he said the commissioner
told him he has “broken no
law”.
He, however, said: “He
does accept he may have
breached some of the Gover n ment’ s p u bl i c h e a l th
guidelines.
“But he believes that was
an honest mistake, that he is
not resident in the country
and would not be as familiar
with them as, say, a cabinet
minister who signed off on
them.”
Dublin Bay South TD Jim
O’Callaghan said despite the
clamour for Mr Hogan to resign from all corners of the
political landscape, people
needed to carefully consider
his role at a time when Ireland is expecting a negative
economic impact from Brexit.
“With reg ard to Phil
Hogan, we need to ensure the
anger we all justifiably feel
does not dictate our response
completely,” he said.
“We need to realise this is
about what is in the national
interest rather than just
seeking to punish him for the
foolish mistake he made.
“He is the EU trade commissioner.
“If he resigns, the likelihood is that Ireland will lose
that portfolio and we will
l o s e a h u g e a d va n t a g e
with respect to the Brexit
talks.”

‘Game really over’ for
Hogan, says McDonald

‘Little action
can be taken’
against golf
dinner judge

Neil Michael

Cormac O’Keeffe

Security Correspondent
A Supreme Court judge who
attended the golfing dinner
in Galway faces a testing
week after political pressure
mounted on him over the
weekend.
However, legal sources believe there appears to be
little action that can be taken
against him by any of the
arms of the State, including
the judiciary.
Mr Justice Seamus Woulfe
was one of over 80 people
who attended a dinner event
organised by the Oireachtas
Golf Society at a Clifden
hotel last Wednesday night.
The judge, who only
stepped down as Attorney
General in June after three
years, apologised “unreservedly” on Friday for at-

O p p o s i t i o n p a r t i e s h a ve
reacted angrily to the Government’s plan to wait to recall the Dáil.
The house has been in recess since the end of July,
but the growing number of
Covid-19 cases, the lockdown
of the Midlands and, finally,
last week’s golfgate controversy forced the Government to seek a recall two
weeks earlier than planned.
However, the decision to
wait until after schools have
reopened has angered opposition parties, who say
that scrutiny of reopening is
needed.
T h e y a re a l s o s e e k i n g
clarity on the Oireachtas
Golf Society event and the
Government response to outbreaks of the virus in meat
plants and Direct Provision
centres.
Late on Saturday, the Government issued a statement
which said that Taoiseach
Micheál Mar tin will ask
Ceann Comhairle Seán O
Fearghail to recall the Dáil in
early September.
“The Taoiseach, Tánaiste,
and Minister Eamon Ryan
have agreed that the Dáil
should be recalled following
the reopening of schools. The
Taoiseach will make this request to the Ceann Comhairle on Monday.”
Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou
McDonald said that she had
always believed the recess
was excessive and returning
now was appropriate.
“We could never have anticipated that a Government
that was already chaotic
would actually descend even
deeper into chaos once the
Dáil had risen. But that’s
done now, the critical point
is what happens now. I believe that politics as a whole
now needs to step forward
and demonstrate leadership
and an act in a collective and
a calm manner to reassure
people.”
Labour’s Alan Kelly criticised the method of the announcement and the timing
of the Dáil’s return, saying
that it would be more appro-

priate to return on Tuesday.
“Announcing in the
middle of the night a recall of
the Dáil that won’t happen
for over a week sums up the
chaos at the heart of this government. A delayed return of
the Dáil is not acceptable,
and it should come back this
Tuesday.
“I wrote to the Taoiseach
on Saturday to tell him our
country is living through an
unprecedented national crisis and people are furious.
They must see that their
public representatives are at
work on their behalf.
“That is why I want the
Dáil to return this Tuesday
rather than wait any longer.
We have too much to discuss.
There is a serious crisis of
confidence in the institutions of the State and the
G o ve r n m e n t ’ s a b i l i t y t o
handle this pandemic after
so many high-profile public
figures acted with impunity.
“It makes no sense that the
Taoiseach, Tánaiste and
Minister Ryan are prepared
to wait over a week in the
hope this storm will pass.”
Social Democrats coleader Catherine Murphy
said that there was “too
much at stake” to wait.
“It has been a tumultuous
week for Irish people and for
politics. The Government
have to restore confidence,
renew public trust and clear
up confusion. Waiting for another week won’t work. The
Dáil should be back this
week both to hold the Government to account and to
build a collective effort to develop a coherent strategy to
get the country through this
critical stage of the pandemic.Schools will star t
opening this week; students
are very anxiously awaiting
exam results; businesses in
lockdown in Kildare are in
crisis; other businesses are
trying to rebuild. Getting
through these complex issues needs good leadership,
significant resources and information, transparency and
honesty around decisions.
The Dáil is the place where
this needs to happen and it
should be recalled immediately.”

Supreme Court judge Seamus Woulfe was one of over 80 people who
attended the Oireachtas Golf Society event.
Picture: Maxwells
tending the event.
Cur rent regulations,
based on primary legislation, state that a maximum
of 50 people can attend an
event indoors.
The judge was Attorney
General when the legislation
wa s i n t r o d u c e d b a c k i n
A p r il , a n d w h e n re l at e d
regulations were introduced.
On the cur rent regulations, only organisers of an
event which breaches the 50person limit are liable to
criminal sanction; attendees
are not breaking any law.

Tánaiste Leo Varadkar
said Mr Justice Woulfe is
“accountable” to the Chief
Justice, Frank Clarke, amid
unconfirmed reports that Mr
Justice Clarke was going to
meet the judge this week.
H o w e ve r , s o m e l e g a l
sources said the Chief Justice had “little scope to do
anything”.
P o w e r ve s t e d i n t h e
O i r e a c h t a s t o r e m o ve a
judge is only for “stated
misbehaviour or incapacity”, which would not apply
in this situation.

The Oireachtas Golfing Society row shows the Government to be “chaotic and unstable”, according to Mary
Lou McDonald.
And the Sinn Féin leader
said it was “game over” for
EU T rade Commissioner
Phil Hogan, who was one of
the 81 grandees to attend last
Wednesday’s lavish bash.
She said she regarded him
as having lost the confidence
of government, and that was
something that left, in her
opinion, his position as untenable.
Speaking on RTÉ Radio 1’s
The Week in Politics, she
said: “You can’t have a commissioner in situ who has
lost the confidence of the
government that would be an
intolerable situation
“It is very clear in relation
to Commissioner Hogan that
he has lost the confidence of
the Government.
“The Taoiseach and the

Tanaiste have asked him to
consider his position.
“That really means game
over.”
And she added: “I think
events over the last number
of weeks have demonstrated
that this is a very chaotic and
ve r y u n s t a b l e a d m i n i s tration.
“It is one that seems to be
based on rivalry, rather than
common purpose.
“And it is one that has
failed not only to communicate a message to the public
but it has succeeded in causing anger.”
Asked if she thought he
should resign, she replied:
“It would deepen the sense of
chaos if the commissioner
were to stay on despite
having lost the confidence of
the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste.
“You can’t have a commissioner in situ who has lost
the confidence of the government. That would be an intolerable situation.”
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Hogan ignores calls for resignation
■ Gardaí cautioned commissioner for using mobile phone while driving ■ Pressure on Supreme Court judge Seamus Woulfe to step down

Former agriculture minister Dara Calleary: Already quit position in
the wake of last Wednesday’s golf society event.

EU Commission president Ursula
von der Leyen: Asked for report.

Taoiseach Micheál Martin:
Under pressure.

Paul Hosford

Co Kildare on 17 August, en
route from Kilkenny to Galway, he was stopped by a
garda for using his mobile
phone while driving.”
It is understood the incident was reported to Garda
Commissioner Drew Harris,
who informed Justice Minister Helen McEntee. Ms
McEntee then informed the
Taoiseach and Tánaiste.
However, the timeline of who
knew what and when remains unclear and will
prompt further questions.
Mr Hogan was one of 80
people who attended an Oireachtas Golf Society dinner
last Wednesday, as revealed
by theIrish Examiner. The
f a l l o u t f ro m t h e d i n n e r ,
which breached public
health guidelines and enraged the nation, has seen
agriculture minister Dara
Calleary and leas-cheann
comhairle of the Seanad
Jerry Buttimer resign their
positions.
Taoiseach Micheál Martin

Political Correspondent
Embattled EU Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan is refusing to resign following the
Golfgate scandal, as it
emerged he was cautioned
by gardai for using his mobile phone on the way to the
event in a Galway hotel.
As the fallout continues,
with no sign of public anger
abating, Mr Hogan has ignored calls from across the
political divide to quit his EU
post. He flew back to Brussels on Saturday, and yesterday issued a second apology
in an attempt to draw a line
under the controversy.
However, last night it was
r eve a l e d M r H o g a n wa s
stopped by gardai on August
17 in Kildare having dropped
of f to collect work documents en route to the golf
event.
A statement said: “On the
occasion that the commissioner stopped-off briefly in

Supreme Court judge Seamus Woulfe: Also attended the function in
Clifden last week.

EU Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan has ignored calls from across the political spectrum for his resignation over the Golfgate scandal. He ﬂew
back to Brussels on Saturday and yesterday issued a second apology.
and Tánaiste Leo Varadkar
both spoke with Mr Hogan
on Saturday and asked him
to consider his position, saying his initial apology which
on Friday, had come too late.
In his latest apology, Mr
Hogan said he was sorry in
particular with regard to
healthcare workers. “I wish
to apologise fully and unreservedly for attending the Oireachtas golf society dinner
on Wednesday night last.
“I want, in particular, to
apologise to the wonderful
healthcare workers, who
continue to put their lives on
the line to combat Covid-19,
and all people who have lost
loved ones during this pandemic. I acknowledge my actions have touched a nerve
for the people of Ireland,
something for which I am
profoundly sorry,” he said.
Mr Hogan said he had
been reporting to European
Commission president Ursula von der Leyen about the
controversy.

Ageing equipment in Irish hospitals
Aoife Moore

Political Correspondent
The HSE does not know the
end of life date for hundreds
of its MRI, CT, and ultrasound scanners, it has
emerged.
Figures obtained by the
Irish Examiner show large
amounts of imaging equipment still in use in hospitals
cannot access spare parts as
the model is out of production. Two MRI machines
were installed in 2001.
Of the 58 CT scanners,
there are only 25 where the
hospital knows the end-oflife date for the machine.
South Tipperary General has
a CT scanner whose end-oflife date was in 2013.

Te n m o r e o f t h e s e
scanners have an end-of-life
date in 2017. Only six of the
58 scanners have funding allocated for a replacement.
There are over 650 ultrasound scanners in use across
the HSE. Some 34 are so out
of date there is “no guarantee of spare parts” should the
machine break down. Ten
were installed in 2003, 27 in
2004, 17 in 2005, and 54 in
2020. Only one scanner that
was installed before 2007 is
still in production.
Of the 35 MRI machines in
use, only eight have a set outof-service date. Five of the
eight are out of date at the
end of 2020. Another 18 are
out of production.
Experts say the age and
35
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quality of these machines is
often the reason for backlogs
in access to imaging software, as they will break
down more often, become
more expensive to fix, and
can leave rooms used for
scanning out of use for days.
High-level sources in the
medical industry say a pattern of “passing the buck”
between the Department of
Public Expenditure, the Department of Health, and the
HSE has seen machines
“being run into the ground”.
A source told the Irish
Examiner: “We’ll be lucky if
there are no fatalities linked
to this deficit in equipment.”
Anthony Staines, from
DCU School of Nursing, Psychotherapy and Community
Health, said the figures are
the “tip of a devastating iceberg” and are part of a wider
pattern of bad management
within the HSE.
The HSE did not reply
when asked for comment.

A commission spokesperson said Ms von der Leyen
had requested a “full report”
on the event, saying that “it
is important that the full
facts are established”.
The spokesperson said Mr
Hogan would not be resigning as trade commissioner,
despite calls for him to quit.
A s t h e G o ve r n m e n t
struggles to contain the controversy, Mr Varadkar told
RTÉ Radio yesterday he had
asked Mr Hogan to provide
both an apology and a timel i n e o f h i s m o ve m e n t s
around Ireland in the days
before Wednesday’s function.
M r Va r a d k a r s a i d M r
Hogan’s second apology
“helps” and suggested Mr
Hogan may not have been
aware of the guidelines,
which changed 24 hours before the event, because Mr
Hogan, who returned to Ireland in late July, does not
live in Ireland full time.
He said he did not condone

Leo Varadkar: Called for Phil
Hogan to consider position.

Jerry Buttimer: Left post of leas
ceann comhairle of Seanad.

Mr Hogan’s actions and such
an event should not have
taken place.
“He needs to answer any
questions people have got
about the dinner and also his
m o ve m e n t s w i t h i n t h e
country and in and out of Kildare,” added Mr Varadkar.
Kildare, where the commissioner has a property, is
currently in lockdown.
Mr Varadkar said if Mr
Hogan failed to do so, he
needed to consider his position. A spokesperson said Mr
Hogan was “very willing” to
provide this, “including in
relation to compliance with
quarantine self-isolation
requirements”.
There is also growing
pressure for Supreme Court
judge Seamus Woulfe, the
former attorney general, to
resign. Mr Varadkar said he
could not comment on Mr
Woulfe’s position due to the
separation of powers.
News: 3
Editorial: 8

Five teens hailed for beach rescue
Eoin English
Five teenagers have been
hailed as heroes after a
father and son were saved
during a dramatic beach
rescue in Cork last night.
The pals, who were fishing
in a rib at White Bay, near
Roches Point, rushed to the
scene to save the father who
was left clinging to a marker
buoy after his son, 9, was
swept out to sea on an inflatable device.
Three of the 16-year-olds
have direct family connections to the RNLI. And in a
remarkable twist, the father
of one of the teens was at the
helm of the lifeboat which
was tasked to the incident.
Jamie Venner, Richard
McSweeney, Cillian Foster,
Kate Horgan, and Harry
Pritchard, were fishing near
Fort Carlisle when Valentia
Coast Guard’s Marine Rescue Co-ordination Centre issued a pan-pan alert for any
vessel to respond to an inci-

dent off Fountainstown.
Jamie’s dad, Ian, is a
member of Crosshaven
RNLI. Cillian is a brother of
another Crosshaven RNLI
crew member, Caoimhe
Foster, and Richard’s father,
Kieran, is a former crew
member of Baltimore RNLI.
It is understood the boy
had been on an inflatable device when he was caught in
a strong current and swept
out to sea. His father went
out to help him and both
were swept out further.
A member of the public
heard the father’s cries for
help and raised the alarm.
It is understood the boy
managed to make it ashore
himself at the back strand
area, but the father was left
clinging to a marker buoy.
The five teenagers were on
the scene before other
emergency services arrived.
They retrieved the man
onto their boat, and brought
him ashore where he was reunited with his son.
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Supreme
Court
orders
report
on judge
■ Woulfe attended golfgate event
■ EU commissioner still under fire
Daniel McConnell
and Paul Hosford
Former attorney general
Séamus Woulfe’s presence at
the Oireachtas golf event is
now the subject of an unprecedented Supreme Court
probe as EU commissioner
Phil Hogan’s fate hangs in
the balance.
Former chief justice Susan
Denham will “immediately”
begin investigating whether
the recently appointed Supreme Court judge should
have accepted an invitation
to be at the event, whether he
should have left the hotel, or
whether he should have left
the event before the dinner.
“In the context of those
questions, Ms Justice Denham has also been asked to
consider whether there are
any relevant codes of practice or guidelines and to
make any recommendations
in that regard which she considers appropriate,” read a
Supreme Court statement.
Mr Hogan’s position hangs
in the balance as European
Commission president Ursula von der Leyen is investigating the circumstances
surrounding Mr Hogan’s attendance at the event.
A spokeswoman for the
president said Mr Hogan, the
EU’s trade commissioner,
had given an account of his
actions to the president, but
she had requested further
clarification from him.
European Commission
spokesman Dana Spinant
told reporters: “This is a
matter which requires careful assessment on our side.
“It is a matter where details count, therefore the
p re s i d e n t h a s re q u e s t e d
Commissioner Hogan to provide a full report covering
the matters... the president
has received such a report
from Commissioner Hogan
last night.”
She added: “The president
has requested further clarifications because details are
important and she wishes to
have them.”
It is understood Mr Hogan
told Ms von der Leyen he was
assured on two separate occasions by the organisers
that the Oireachtas Golf Society dinner which he attended in Galway last week
was Covid-compliant.
Mr Hogan is believed to
have spoken by phone with
Ms von der Leyen yesterday

Inside

News

Grinning broadly as
the boom flies over her
ducking head, Hayat
Mehood suddenly
turns her boat through
the wind, successfully
shifting direction.
Page 6

afternoon. Sources said the
pair also were in contact via
text message.
Mr Hogan delivered a twopage report to Ms von der
Leyen on the event and on
his movements around Kildare and other counties in
the run-up to the golf event.
Requests for comments to
Mr Hogan about his movements in Ireland went unanswered yesterday.
Back home, the Government was at “sixes and
sevens” over its position on
Mr Hogan’s future, according to several ministers.
Confusion reigned after
Taoiseach Micheál Martin,
s p e a k i n g o n RT É r a d i o ,
stopped short of calling on
Mr Hogan to resign, just two
hours after one of his own
ministers had done so.
Housing Minister Darragh
O’Brien said the Government did not have conf idence in Mr Hogan and that
he should resign.
However, Mr Martin said
while he was “very angry”
about the event in Clifden, it
was for Mr Hogan to make
himself available to explain
his movements in Ireland,
despite issuing six statements in 72 hours.
Several ministers hit out
at Mr Martin’s “poor and
confusing” interview on RTÉ
radio. “I was listening and I
am not sure about the Government’s position on Phil
Hogan. It was a disaster,”
said one minister.
Other
G o ve r n m e n t
sources have suggested Mr
O’Brien “overreached” in
his commentary on radio
and that he was never instructed to call on Mr Hogan
to resign.
Ministers have warned
that the Government risks
being highly damaged were
Mr Hogan to remain in his
post, given the Taoiseach
and Tánaiste Leo Varadkar,
over the weekend, called on
him to consider his position.
It also emerged that Dara
Calleary, who resigned as agriculture minister last week
in the wake of the event, has
also resigned as Fianna Fáil
deputy leader and national
secretary of the party.
Former Fianna Fáil TD
and junior minister Áine
Brady also apologised for her
attendance at the event.
News: 5
Editorial: 8
Analysis: 9

Opinion

I don’t really care who
resignsorwhodoesn’t.
I’m pretty clear all of
these people need to
be removed from
public discourse for as
long as this pandemic
lasts.
Page 8
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HongKong
reports
first Covid
reinfection
Nina Massey
and Jess Casey

Damien and Muruthi O’Donovan, from Dunkettle, Cork with Paddy Quinlan, near where they were rescued from the water off Fountainstown, Co Cork. Mr Quinlan had
kayaked out to rescue Muruthi before returning for Damien, who had just been picked up by ﬁve teenagers in a boat. See Page 3.
Picture: Jim Coughlan

‘Schools that are not ready should not reopen’
Jess Casey
Delaying the reopening of a
school is the only “acceptable” option should it not be
ready in time to open with
the appropriate physical
distancing requirements in
place.
That’s according to the
Teachers’ Union of Ireland
( T U I ) , w h o t o d a y h a ve
published a survey of 120 second-level schools ahead of
the beginning of the new academic year.
A m o n g t h e ch a l l e n g e s
encountered by schools in
preparing to reopen safely
include difficulties in employing contractors to make

adjustments to school buildings. The majority of schools
surveyed also reported very
high-risk teachers among
staff members, and difficulties recruiting substitute
teachers.
“There can be no departure from the specified
physical
distancing
measures in schools,” said
Michael Gillespie, TUI general secretary. “Every school
must adhere to this key protection.”
TUI members will accept
no departures from public
health guidance on face
coverings, and the union believes a school should not
open until it is fully reconfig-

ured to ensure that physical
distancing can be adhered to.
Separately, the Association of Secondary Teachers,
Ireland has asked Stephen
Donnelly, the health minister, to secure a meeting
between the union and the
Health Protection Surveillance Centre about arrangements for ‘high-risk’ teachers.
The union says it is receiving calls from teachers
whose illnesses include kidney disease, cancer, and serious heart disease, who are
required to return to school.
Fórsa, the union that represents special needs assistants and school secretaries,

Navy personnel leaving for
army ‘due to better pay’
Sean O’Riordan

Defence Correspondent
Personnel are leaving the
Naval Service to join the
army because allowances
and conditions are better.
It is now feared this shift
will become even more pronounced if the Government
doesn’t act swiftly to provide
b e t t e r re m u n e r at i o n fo r
sailors.
Meanwhile, highly trained
navy personnel continue to
leave for private-sector jobs
and patience is running thin
with the promise, made in
mid-July by Defence Minister Simon Coveney, to introduce emergency remuneration measures to stem
this tide.
Mark Keane, president of
PDFor ra, the association
which represents enlisted
personnel, said he is aware of
“numerous personnel” departing the Naval Service for
the army.
“The dogs on the street
know that Defence Forces recruit training is hardship.
The fact that members are
willing to leave one area of

Defence Force service,
where they have completed
this training to undergo this
training in another branch of
the Defence Forces, is indicative of the level of crisis that
we a r e f a c i n g , ” s a i d M r
Keane.
“These personnel love the
prospect of service to the
State, but they are overw h e l me d by t h e c u r re n t
conditions within the Naval
Service.”
Public Expenditure and
Reform Minister Michael
McGrath said the Govern-

Mark Keane: Personnel are
overwhelmed by conditions.

ment is committed to addressing these issues, but
added: “It is important that
any decisions made are
consistent with the Government’s public pay policy,
which would appear to rule
out any one-off pay rise for
the Defence Forces, who are
the lowest paid of all public
servants.
“I would also point out
that members of the Defence
Forces, along with all public
servants, will receive a 2%
pay increase on October 1
under the Public Service Stability Agreement and the
navy patrol allowance will
increase by 5% as part of the
continued unwinding of
Fempi,” said Mr McGrath referring to the Financial
Emergency Measures in the
Public Interest Acts.
Commandant Conor King,
general secretary of Raco,
which represents officers in
the Defence Forces, said the
2% pay restoration is for all
public servants, as agreed
under the Haddington Road
Agreement — “and is not a
pay rise”.
News: 6

‘It’s true — in a second, your life changes completely’
Cate McCurry
A woman whose husband
and two children died after
their car plunged into water
said her son and daughter
were found clinging to each
other when their bodies were
pulled from the wreckage.
John Mullan, 49, Tomás,
14, and Amelia, six, from Moville, Co Donegal, died when
their vehicle plunged off the
road into Lough Foyle as
they returned from a family
day out last Thursday.

Geraldine Mullan, 45, the
mother of the two children,
survived the crash.
“It’s true what they say —
in a second, your life changes
completely, and on Thursday at half nine when we
were supposed to be coming
home and planning our next
few days together, my life
was irrevocably changed for
the worst,” she told the fun e r a l M a s s at S t P i u s X
church in Moville yesterday.
She said while she was
privileged to be the mother

of Tomás and Amelia, she
was sorry she could not be
their mother for long er.
“They will be forever my
darling babies,” she added.
“John, you are my rock,
my soulmate, my best friend,
and you showed me what
true love was all about.
“I had 10 precious years
with you. I thought I was
going to grow old with you,
but unfortunately Thursday
night cut that time short.
“My heart is broken.”
News: 2

also seeks a meeting with the
education department, saying that standard occupational health advice and new
guidance from the Department of Public Expenditure
and Reform give “insufficient protections” against
Covid-19 to staff with underlying health problems.
“SNAs can’t practise
social distancing and do
their job because they work
so closely with the students
they give personal care to,”
said Andy Pike, head of education at Fórsa.
In a statement, the Department of Education said it is
working with health authorities to ensure the safe and

sustainable reopening of
schools. Guidance has been
given to management bodies
about the process for managing staff vulnerable to Covid19, in line with the public
service arrangements.
Meanwhile, Taoiseach Micheál Martin said Leaving
Cert calculated grades will
be different to the system in
the UK. “I think we’re in a
better position than in the
UK. And we’re taking more
time with it, which is important. We’re different to the
British system insofar [as]
teachers would have sent in
percentages, not grades.”
News: 4
Editorial: 8

The first case of someone
being reinfected with coronavirus has been reported by
researchers in Hong Kong.
The findings could have
significant implications for
the development of vaccines
and what is known about
natural immunity against
Covid-19.
Researchers at the University of Hong Kong’s Department of Microbiology said
that an “apparently young
and healthy patient had a
second episode of Covid-19
infection which was diagnosed 4.5 months after the
first episode”.
They said that the case
illustrates reinfection can
occur a few months after
recovery from the first infection.
The man had no symptoms
during the second infection
w h i ch wa s p i cke d u p by
screening tests on returning
passengers at Hong Kong
airport. Genetic sequencing
of the virus showed he was
infected twice by different
strains of Covid-19, said the
researchers.
They added that the findings suggest Sars-CoV-2 may
persist in the global human
population as is the case for
other common cold-associated human coronaviruses,
even if patients have acquired immunity via natural
infection. Therefore, people
with previous Covid-19 infection should comply with
control measures such as
wearing face coverings and
social distancing.
“Reinfection is likely
occurring elsewhere,” said
one of the researchers, Dr
Kelvin Kai-Wang To.
Meanwhile, 149 new cases
of Covid-19 were confirmed
h e re y e s t e r d a y . N o n ew
deaths have been reported.
Ahead of the reopening of
schools, Dr Ronan Glynn
reiterated keeping the virus
at low levels is key to protecting the education system.
News: 3
World: 20
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Hogan resigns

‘I broke no laws but admit I made mistakes’
Ryan O’Rourke

Phil Hog an has resigned
from his role as EU commissioner for trade, stating his
role in the golfgate scandal
was “a distraction” from the
wo r k h e w a s d o i n g . M r
Hogan was one of over 80
people to attend the Oireachtas Golf Society event last
Wednesday night. He also
came under fire for his travel
in Ireland in recent weeks.
Speaking to RTÉ’s Tony

Connelly, Hog an said he
“deeply regrets” that his trip
to Ireland has caused so
much upset, anger, and concern to people. “People have
suf fered a lot with the
Coivd19 regulations. We’ve
had people dying, we’ve had
p e o p l e w h o a r e wo r r i e d
about their families, we have
had business communities,
and society, in general, engaging in an upheaval because of this pandemic.
“Of course, I broke no law

when I went to Ireland. I
broke no regulations, but I
could have adhered better to
the guidelines.” Mr Hogan
said that the scandal surrounding him had become a
distraction “a time when
they were trying to grapple
with the seriousness of this
pandemic.”
“I felt that the fact that I
made these mistakes, notwithstanding the fact that I
didn’t break the law, was a
sufficient distraction from

the job that I was doing, and
for the work of the commission. I have meditated on this
very seriously in the last few
days. And, of course, I’ve
come to the conclusion that I
should remove this distraction.”
Mr Hogan was asked if he
had made this decision himself, or was it due to pressure
from commission president
Ursula von der Leyen.
“I resigned myself. I’m
somebody that has been a

public servant for almost 40
years I know how to take responsibility. In fact, I’ve
done it before, 25 years’ ago.
“After almost 40 years in
public life. in Ireland and in
Europe. I have come to the
reluctant conclusion that
this sort of distraction
around my visit to Ireland
was going to continue and
continue, and therefore I
should resign and take myself away from this work
that’s essential now for the

European Union and the
member states to work together for to deal with the
core epidemic.”
Mr Hogan admitted that
this could be the end of his
“political chapter.”
“I’m resigning in order to
ensure that people understand that I’ve made mistakes. I should have adhered
better to guidelines, I broke
no law, but I feel that the distraction that this was going
[to] cause to the work of the

European Commission and
the European Union and the
hurt doesn’t cause, of course,
too many families should be
acknowledged.”
Mr Hogan was questioned
as to whether he believed Ireland could hold on to the
trade por tfolio following
this. “Well, I can tell you it
didn’t cross my mind today.
What I was engaged with all
day with the president [of]
the commission was to find a
mechanism where we could

actually support each other
and to acknowledge to her,
the deep embarrassment,
that the mistakes I made in
Ireland had caused.
“The upset and anger for
p e o p l e t h a t h a ve g o n e
through all of these difficulties in implementing the
Covid-19 regulations. I certainly came to the conclusion quite early today,
that this is the right decision
that I should make. And I’m
happy with that decision.”

12 statements,
2 dossiers and
a hell of a lot
of obfuscation
T

he resignation of
Ireland’s EU commissioner Phil
Hogan had become
inevitable.
Since the Irish Examiner
broke the story about the golf
event in Clifden last Wednesday, Mr Hogan’s presence
there has been the source of
considerable controversy.
August is normally the
quiet season in politics, but
the fallout of the event last
week has been simply staggering.
While agriculture minister Dara Calleary resigned
early on Friday morning —
and did so with considerable
honour — Mr Hogan’s response has been one of continued obfuscation and deﬂection.
A total of 12 statements,
two dossiers, and a TV interview ultimately were not
enough to save him from the
gravity of his own mistakes.
His ever-changing story,
and the slow pace of his socalled ‘fulsome’ apology,
sealed his fate, not just in the
court of public opinion, but
with his superiors in Europe
too.
The departure of an EU
commissioner is a very rare
occurrence, and such is scale
of this scandal, that Mr
Hogan’s continuation in his
post had become untenable.
The joint statement by Micheál Martin, Leo Varadkar,
and Eamon Ryan on Saturday night, calling on Mr
Hogan to “consider his position” was a game-changer.
The revelation that he was
stopped in Kildare by a
member of An Garda Síochána for using a phone while
driving on his way to the

August is normally the
quiet season in politics but
the fallout from last week’s
golfgate has been simply
staggering, writes Political
Editor Daniel McConnell
Oireachtas Golf Society
event annoyed the Taoiseach
no end.
But on Sunday afternoon
and Monday morning, a
series of mixed signals emanated from the Government
as to Mr Hogan’s fate.
After a ﬂurry of statements from the commissioner and two apologies, Mr
Martin and Mr Varadkar, in
separate radio interviews,
stopped short of calling for
Mr Hogan to resign, or saying that the Government had
lost confidence in him.
However, in between their
two outings, Housing Minister Darragh O’Brien did
just that.
Then, on Tuesday, attention shifted to Brussels and
on to EU Commission president Ursula von der Leyen —
Mr Hogan’s boss — and what
she made of it all.
Despite his return to Brussels, and his handing over of
an initial two-page memo on
his movements in Ireland,
she was not convinced by his
story and wanted more.
She gave him until 2pm on
Tuesday to furnish a complete dossier of his movements in Ireland and his

compliance with the local
Covid-19 restrictions.
His dossier, despite its bullish presentation, confirmed
that he broke the rules not
once, not twice, but at least
three times.
The reaction from the
Dublin government was
swift.
The three leaders again issued a damning statement.
They concluded he had
“clearly breached” public
health guidelines during his
time in Ireland.
They also said Mr Hogan’s
“delayed and hesitant release of information has
undermined public confidence”.
“The Taoiseach, Tánaiste,
and Minister Ryan acknowledge Commissioner Phil
Hogan’s recent written and
public account of his movements when he travelled to
Ireland.
“They also welcome his
apology. However, concerns
remain. It is clear that
breaches of public health
guidelines were made by
Commissioner Phil Hogan
since he travelled to Ireland,” the joint statement
said.

Phil Hogan ﬁnally quit his post as Ireland’s EU commissioner last night after his apologies and statements served only to stoke the growing public anger. Picture: Getty Images
The Government guidelines clearly required him to
restrict his movements for 14
days. He should also have limited his movements to and
from Kildare for essential
travel only, and he should
not have attended the Oireachtas Golf Society dinner,
the leaders said.
They said the Government
then awaited the outcome of
the review being undertaken
by the Commission president.
“Ultimately the Commissioner is accountable to the
EU Commission, not to the
Irish government movement
or to the Oireachtas,” the
statement concluded.
Yesterday morning, Mr
Ryan became the first party
leader in the Government to
formally declare a loss of
confidence in Mr Hogan.
And, while Mr Martin refused to go that far a few

“

There will
be fences to be
mended at a
time when
Ireland needs
all the help it
can get with
Brexit

hours later, he made it clear
he was most unhappy with
Mr Hogan’s position.
Mr Martin said Mr Hogan
has “undermined the whole
approach to public health in
Ireland”.
Speaking in Dublin yesterday, Mr Martin said there
has been a “significant difficulty for the Government in
terms of the changing narrative as this story has unfolded”.
He said that he had spoken
to the Fine Gael leader Leo
Varadkar and the Green
Party’s Eamon Ryan about
the issue.
In Brussels, the daily EU
Commission press conference was again dominated by
the Hogan affair, and Ms von
der Leyen’s spokeswoman
made it clear the matter was
not yet resolved.
It was clear, even if it was
not said, that the commis-

sion president, like the political class in Ireland, was not
happy with Mr Hogan’s everchanging story.
A week on from the controversy, and pressure not subsiding, Mr Hogan and his
team were left with little or
no option but to bring the
curtain down on his commissionership.
Mr Hogan’s departure represents a vindication too for
Mr Martin and his Government in taking the stance
they did on Mr Hogan’s behaviour.
They pressed the nuclear
button and, while they were
made wait for the outcome
they sought, they have
ultimately been proven
right.
However, in addition to
the loss of Mr Hogan, there is
likely to be considerable fallout for Ireland in Brussels
because of this.

A dangerous Rubicon has
been crossed.
A national government
has essentially orchestrated
events to force the removal of
an EU commissioner, who
are supposed to be beyond
the reach of domestic controversies.
Simon Coveney, the former tánaiste, and current
foreign affairs minister, is
the favourite to succeed Mr
Hogan. However, there is no
guarantee Ireland will keep
the important trade portfolio.
There will be fences to be
mended. And, at a time when
Ireland needs all the help it
can get when it comes to
dealing with Brexit, the
Hogan affair was the last
thing it needed.
While Mr Hogan’s resignation has been far too long in
coming, many will feel it is
better late than never.

A sorry saga that has winded its way to an inevitable end
Paul Hosford

Political
Correspondent
PHIL HOGAN’s tenure as EU trade
commissioner ended in a week of statements, poorly-received tweets, and an
interview on RTÉ which one Government minister called “a car crash”.
It started late last Thursday when the
Irish Examiner revealed that more than
80 people, including Mr Hogan, attended an Oireachtas Golf Society
dinner at the Station House Hotel in
Clifden, Co Galway.
That night came the first statement
from a spokesperson, who would confirm only Mr Hogan’s attendance at the
event, and said that he “complied fully”
with all quarantine requirements.
That was followed on Friday morning
by a pair of tweets in which Mr Hogan
said that he had followed the guidance
of the Station House Hotel in Clifden
and of the organisers of the event.
That tweet was received poorly. Attention then turned to Mr Hogan’s
movements, particularly as he had been
staying at an apartment in The K Club
in Straffan, Co Kildare. With Kildare

having gone into localised lockdown on
August 7, questions were asked about
whether he breached this lockdown.
A statement was issued in which a
spokesperson confirmed that “he did
not breach Government guidelines relating to County Kildare”.
Seeking clarity, the spokesperson
was asked for a timeline of Mr Hogan’s
moves. A statement said there was “no
question” of him having breached the
localised lockdown in Kildare.
“I can confirm that the commissioner
went to Co Kildare on his return to Ireland at the end of July. He left Co Kildare for a medical appointment on August 5 (before the lockdown was introduced at midnight on August 7). Immediately on the conclusion of that
medical appointment, he went to Co Kilkenny for a period of convalescence and
went from there to Co Galway for the
golf event.”
Friday evening saw another statement, which said that Mr Hogan was
sorry for his attendance, but took little
in the way of personal responsibility.
“The commissioner has apologised
for his attendance at the dinner and reiterated that he would not have attended had he thought that the event
was not in full compliance with Government guidelines.”
On Saturday morning, Mr Hogan re-

turned to Brussels aboard a Ryanair
ﬂight which sources say was booked the
previous afternoon, though a spokesperson could not confirm when the
ﬂight was booked.
That evening, the Taoiseach and the
Tánaiste issued a joint statement saying they had each spoken to Mr Hogan
and asked him to “consider his position”, saying that the timing of his
apology was an issue.
On Sunday, a more thorough statement followed, in which Mr Hogan
apologised “fully and unreservedly”.
“I acknowledge that the issue is far

bigger than compliance with rules and
regulations and adherence to legalities
and procedures. All of us must display
solidarity as we try to stamp out this
common plague.
“I thus offer this fulsome and profound apology, at this difficult time for
all people, as the world as a whole combats Covid-19.”
Asked for clarity on whether the commissioner would consider his position,
a spokesperson said he “does not intend
to resign” and said that he was “very
willing” to provide a detailed timeline
on his movements.

Later that day, it was revealed that
Mr Hogan had stopped for what he
would later say were handwritten notes
related to the EU-US trade agreement
from his Kildare apartment on the way
to Galway. It would then be confirmed
that, along the way to Galway, Mr
Hogan was stopped by gardaí for using
his mobile phone.
On Monday, Mr Hogan handed his
timeline of events to Ms von der Leyen,
who “sought clarification” on the
matter.
Then came Tuesday, when Mr
Hogan’s full statement would be made

public. It outlined his movements
around Ireland, disclosing for the first
time that he had undergone a Covid test
in a Dublin hospital which came back
negative. At the same time, the Irish
Examiner revealed that Mr Hogan had
stayed in the Dunraven Arms Hotel in
Adare the night before playing golf at
Adare Manor, when he should still have
been in self-isolation.
The dossier mentions only the golf
game, which was played on the day his
self-isolation period ended. A spokesperson confirmed the golf game, and
said Mr Hogan had travelled from Kilkenny, but that they “did not know on
which date”.
That was followed by the “car crash”
interview, during which Mr Hogan said
he “did not accept” the HSE’s guidance
and was later contradicted by the HSE,
the Department of Health, and the
Citizens Information Board.
His attempts to clarify led to him
tweeting that he never said that he
didn’t accept the HSE’s guidance. His
first tweet tagged a Baltimore, USA
man who has not tweeted since April
named Tony Connelly instead of the
RTÉ journalist of the same name.
Then would come the final twist in
the saga, as Mr Hogan announced last
night that he would be stepping down
from his role.

Coveney is favourite to take on EU position

Daniel McConnell
Political Editor

Foreign Af fairs Minister
Simon Coveney is the favo u r i t e t o r e p l a c e P h i l
Hogan as Ireland’s EU commissioner.
It was made clear earlier
that in the event of Mr Hogan
resigning or being sacked by
European Commission
president Ursula von der

Leyen, Fine Gael would retain the right to nominate his
successor.
Senior
g o ve r n m e n t
sources have made clear that
Fianna Fáil will have the
right to nominate Ireland’s
next commissioner proper in
2024 if the Coalition is still in
office.
Dublin has made it known
to Brussels that it would be
keen to retain the trade port-

folio — and for that to
happen, a person of sufficient stature and credibility
would have to be proposed.
Tánaiste Leo Varadkar is
not in line for the post as he
due to become taoiseach in
2022, and Finance Minister
Paschal Donohoe has just
won the presidency of the
Eurogroup.
“It would have to be a
prime minister or deputy

prime minister or very senior minister who is wellknown and regarded in
Brussels,” said one minister.
“It won’t be Leo as he wants
to be Taoiseach again, so the
only person who really has
that sort of clout is Coveney.”
S e ve r a l g o ve r n m e n t
sources have also pointed to
Mr Coveney’s reduced status
in the new administration as

a possible motivation for him
accepting such a move.
“He was the man on Brexit
for more than two years,”
said one of his ministerial
colleagues. “Now, he is no
longer Tánaiste so he is now
the third most important
Irish figure when it comes to
Brexit. It is a crowded pitch,
and he is looking somewhat
lost.”
Attempts to get a comment

from Mr Coveney’s office
were unsuccessful.
Mr Coveney’s solid handling of Brexit won him many
admirers in Ireland and
Brussels alike, and he enjoys
a good working relationship
with the EU’s chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier.
It is believed Mr Coveney
would only be interested in
moving to Brussels as commissioner if it was to assume

the trade portfolio.
Minister of State for European Affairs Thomas Byrne
said that it is possible for Ireland to retain the trade role.
“It would depend on the
person we put forward,” he
said. “If we were to put a person of a suitable calibre forward, that might very well
happen, but that is a matter
for the EU Commission
president.”

Simon Coveney may welcome
the move.
Picture: PA
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#Golfgate: Phil Hogan under pressure

Mixed messages undermine shaky Government
After a weekend of tumult
surrounding our political
class, one wondered if yesterday would see the drama
continue.
We didn’t have to wait
long.
Housing Minister Darragh O’Brien upped the ante
by saying the Government
does not have confidence in
EU commissioner Phil
Hogan and that he should resign.
Asked on Newstalk
Breakfast if the Government
had confidence in Mr Hogan,
Mr O’Brien simply said:
“No.”
He said the commissioner
had to be “really clear about
his whereabouts and his actions over that period of
time. The drip-feed of in-

Daniel McConnell
formation is less than helpful. I still don’t think he
understands how angry
people are about this, and
rightly so.
“This event should never

Commission
president
seeks further
clarifications
Daniel McConnell
Political Editor

European Commission
president Ursula von der
Leyen is investigating the
circumstances surrounding
EU trade commissioner Phil
Hogan’s attendance at a controversial golf event.
A spokeswoman for the
president said Mr Hogan had
given an account of his actions to Ms von der Leyen,
but she had requested
further clarification.
European Commission
spokesman Dana Spinant
told reporters: “This is a
matter which requires careful assessment on our side.
“It is a matter where details count, therefore the
p re s i d e n t h a s re q u e s t e d
Commissioner Hogan to provide a full report covering
the matters ... the president
has received such a report
from Commissioner Hogan
last night.
She added: “The president
has requested further clarifications because details are
important, and she wishes to
have them.”
M s S p i n a n t s a i d t h e re
were “moral aspects” involved in the need to follow
coronavirus rules, as well as
legal ones.
“We feel for the people of
Ireland who, like many other
people and communities in
the European Union over the
past months, had to go
through difficult times to
comply with strict regu-

Micheál Martin: Has asked
Garda commission for details.

lations in order to prevent
the spread of coronavirus,”
she said.
“Many have lost loved
ones, many others have been
ill, and others have suffered
from the restrictions.
“So this is why it is important that rules are respected.
This is a matter not just of respecting the rules, but this is
also a matter of public
health. There are legal aspects involved, and there are
moral aspects involved as
well.”
It has also emerged that
Mr Hogan was stopped by
gardaí in Kildare on August
17 for using his mobile phone
while driving.
Taoiseach Micheál Martin
said he made his anger very
clear to Mr Hogan about his
attendance at the Oireachtas
Golf Society event in Clifden,
Co Galway, and had asked
Mr Hogan to consider his
position over the weekend.
Of even more concern to
him, he said, was if the comm i s s i o n e r h a d b re a ch e d
Covid restrictions in Kildare.
“The public need to know
that restrictions in Kildare
were not breached,” he said.
Mr Martin said he had received a call from Justice
Minister Helen McEntee to
inform him that Mr Hogan
had been stopped by gardaí
while he was driving in Kildare. This was of concern to
him and the Tánaiste, he
said, as this information was
not in accordance with what
Mr Hogan had initially said
about being in Kildare. Mr
Martin said that both he and
the Tánaiste had asked
Garda commissioner Drew
Harris for full details on the
incident.
Mr Martin said he would
like to see a “very comprehensive statement” from Mr
Hogan to fully explain his
position around the restrictions in Kildare. “We are
holding a light on the anger
of the Irish people to what
they regard as an unacceptable breach of the guidelines
by people in office,” he said.
Analysis: 9

have happened, but it did
happen. He shouldn’t have
attended, he showed really
poor judgement at the very
least to attend the event. The
fact that the first apology
was a non-apology, then
when the Taoiseach and Tánaiste pressed him further
there was a more fulsome
one, but then we get details
of trips to Kildare, a stop-off
in Kildare; we don’t know
the full details of it.”
Mr O’Brien said the Taoiseach and Tánaiste had been
pretty clear when they asked
the commissioner to consider his position that “he
should still do that.
“All of us understand he is
an EU commissioner. It’s not
in the competence of the
Government to hire or in-

deed fire, that’s something
that is up to Ursula von der
Leyen. It really is a saga that
is dragging on. It’s damaging. He’s been a good commissioner, there is no question about that.”
It seemed the Government
was turning up the heat and
seeking to force the hand of
the European Commission
president, Ms van der Leyen,
who is the sole person with
the power to seek Mr
Hogan’s resignation.
A short while after Mr
O’Brien’s radio appearance,
Foreign Affairs Minister
Simon Coveney piled in, saying Mr Hogan must account
for himself.
Mr Coveney said that if
the commissioner could not
adequately explain his

movements in to and out of
Kildare, his position will be
“in difficulty”.
In an interview with The
Opinion Line on Cork’s
96FM, Mr Coveney said
whilst he was “furious”
about what occurred in Galway, he would like to read
Mr Hogan’s explanations of
why he was in and out of Kildare.
Texts from other ministers made it seem that Mr
Hogan’s time was up.
The decision to leave Kildare — a county in lockdown — to attend a golf hooley, represents a clear
breach of the rules, and golf
is not an essential reason to
go anywhere, they said.
The message was that
such a breach, if proven,

would mean the end of Mr
Hogan.
But then Taoiseach Micheál Martin only confused
matters when he took to the
airwaves as Claire Byrne’s
first guest as she took over
the Today slot on RTÉ Radio
1.
He stopped well short of
calling on Mr Hogan to resign, as his own housing
minister had done just two
hours previously.
What the hell was going
on?
It was not the Taoiseach’s
best interview, to put it
mildly.
“It was a disaster,” said
one minister.
“I was struggling to
understand what the Government position on Big Phil

was, and I am in Cabinet.”
Now it would be unfathomable that Mr O’Brien
went out and spoke so explicitly without the approval
of his leader or his top officials.
Several ministers confirmed this view — that Mr
O’Brien would not have gone
on a solo run. But why the
mixed signals for the second
time in 72 hours?
On Saturday, the Taoiseach and Tánaiste, in their
joint statement, called on Mr
Hogan to consider his position and for him to fully account for his actions.
By Sunday lunchtime, Mr
Hogan had issued his “fulsome apology” and Leo Varadkar appeared to be appeased.

But then news of the
Garda stoppage emerged on
Sunday evening.
Why did the Taoiseach
simply not back up the view
of his housing minister?
What happens if Ms von
der Leyen merely ignores
the concerns of the Government and allows Mr Hogan
to remain?
Surely, having pressed the
nuclear button, both Mr
Martin and Mr Varadkar,
and their already shaky
Government, will be further
undermined.
If Mr Martin and his
Government sought to
bring finality to this matter
yesterday, they failed
disastrously and served only
to confuse matters even
further.

Nine statements and nine tweets since story broke Hogan
timeline
under
scrutiny
Paul Hosford

Political Correspondent

EU commissioner Phil
Hogan has issued nine statements and nine tweets since
his attendance at last week’s
O i re a ch t a s G o l f S o c i e t y
dinner was revealed.
In that time, his tone has
shifted from dismissive to
more contrite.
The first utterance came
from a spokesperson late on
Thursday after the Irish
Examiner revealed that more
than 80 people had attended
t h e eve n t . T h e re wa s n o
answer to the question of
whether he regretted his attendance.
“I can confirm that the
Commissioner did attend the
O i re a ch t a s G o l f S o c i e t y
dinner last night and he complied fully with all quarantine/restricted movement
requirements on his return
to Ireland.”
That was followed on Friday morning by a pair of
tweets in which Mr Hogan
said that he had followed the
guidance of the Station
House Hotel in Clifden and
of the organisers of the
event.
As the public reaction deepened, questions about Mr
Hogan’s movements swirled.
He was asked by this paper
if he had been staying at
an address in Kildare before
his journey to Galway. The
response was that he did not
breach the restrictions in
Kildare.
The spokesperson was
asked for a timeline of Mr
Hogan’s moves. A statement
said there was “no question”
of him having breached the
localised lockdown in Kildare.
“I can confirm that the
Commissioner went to Co
Kildare on his return to Ireland at the end of July. He
left Co Kildare for a medical
appointment on August 5
(before the lockdown was introduced at midnight on August 7). Immediately on the
conclusion of that medical
appointment, he went to Co
Kilkenny for a period of convalescence and went from
there to Co Galway for the
golf event.”
Late on Friday, a clarified
statement was issued, with
Mr Hogan apologising for his
attendance at the event,
around 10 hours after his initial tweet. “The Commissioner has apologised for
his attendance at the dinner
and reiterated that he would
not have attended had he
t h o u g h t t h a t t h e e ve n t
was not in full compliance

Paul Hosford

Political Correspondent

Phil Hogan: Tone has shifted from dismissive to more contrite over his attendance at the Oireachtas Golf Society dinner.
Picture: Dara Mac Dónaill/ Irish Times
w i t h g o ve r n m e n t g u i d e lines.”
On Saturday morning,
Mr Hogan returned to Brussels aboard a Ryanair
flight which sources say
was booked the previous
afternoon.
That evening, the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste is-

sued a joint statement, saying they had each spoken to
Mr Hogan and asked him to
“consider his position”, saying that the timing of his
apology was an issue.
On Sunday, at midday, a
new statement was issued, in
which Mr Hogan apologised
“fully and unreservedly” but

sent a message that Mr
Hogan’s position lay only in
the hands of European Commission president Ursula
von der Leyden.
The full text of the statement was tweeted and clarification given in a later statement that Mr Hogan would
not be resigning and would

be willing to provide a detailed timeline of his movements.
It was then confirmed that
Mr Hogan had stopped in
Kildare to collect “personal
belongings and essential
work documents”. The latest
statement would come on
Sunday evening.

As the controversy around
Phil Hogan swirls, the key
question for the EU Commissioner to answer is: What
exactly were his movements
in, around, and out of Ireland
in the last month?
H e re i s t h e c o n f i r m e d
timeline of Mr Hogan’s attendance at the event in
Clifden, Co Galway, thus far.
■ July 31: Mr Hogan flies
back to Ireland from Belgium and begins his mandatory 14-day isolation at an
apartment in the K Club in
Co Kildare.
■ August 5: Mr Hogan leaves
Kildare for a medical appointment in Dublin. He
l e a ve s t h e a p p o i n t m e n t
and returns to his native Kilkenny.
■ August 6: The Taoiseach
announces new restrictions
in Kildare, Laois, and Offaly;
they come into effect at midnight that night.
■ August 12: Mr Hogan
travels to Dublin and is seen
in Leinster House. He meets
Tánaiste Leo Varadkar and
goes to the European Commission office in Dublin City.
His spokesperson says that
this was within the guidelines because it is classed as
essential work.
■ August 17: Mr Hogan returns to Kildare “briefly” to
pick up personal effects and
“essential work documents”
en-route to Galway. He is
stopped by gardaí for using
his phone.
■ August 19: Mr Hogan joins
more than 80 people for the
50th anniversary dinner of
the Oireachtas Golf Society.
■ August 20: The Irish
Examiner reveals the details
of the event and Mr Hogan
confirms his attendance.
■ August 21: Mr Hogan issues an apology.
■ August 22: The Taoiseach
and Tánaiste call on him to
consider his position as he
returns to Brussels.
■ August 23: Mr Hogan issues a more complete
apology.
■ August 24: Commission
president Ursula von der
Leyden requests more details from Mr Hogan.

Report ordered on judge’s dinner attendance
Cormac O’Keeffe
and Ryan O’Rourke

■ Supreme Court asks former chief justice Susan Denham to consider questions around Clifden golf dinner

he Supreme Court
has asked former
chief justice Susan
Denham to create a
report on Mr Justice Séamus
Woulfe’s attendance at last
week’s Oireachtas Golf Society dinner in Galway.
Ms Justice Denham will
report her conclusions and
recommendations to Chief
Justice Frank Clarke.
She has been asked to
consider:
■ Whether Mr Justice
Woulfe should have accepted
the invitation to dinner;
■ Whether he should, in all
the circumstances, have left
the hotel in “the light of the
situation prevailing”;
■ Whether he should have
attended the golf event without attending the dinner.
“In the context of those
questions Ms Justice Denham has also been asked to
consider whether there are
any relevant codes of practice or guidelines and to
make any recommendations
in that regard which she considers appropriate,” said the
Supreme Court in a statement.

“This non-statutory approach has been necessitated
because of the fact that relevant sections of the Judicial
Council Act, 2019 have not
yet been commenced.”
The comments follow
mounting concerns across
political parties at the behaviour of the judge, including
calls on him to consider his
position and for the judiciary
to deal with the issue.
Mr Justice Woulfe, who
was the attorney general
until last June, attended a
dinner hosted by the Oireachtas Golf Society at a
Galway hotel last Wednesday, which was attended by
more than 80 people.
Government legislation
and regulations, introduced
while Mr Justice Woulfe was
attorney general, made it a
criminal offence for someone
to organise an event holding
more than 50 people.
In an unreserved apology
for “any unintentional
breach” of public health
guidelines, the judge said it
was his understanding that
the organisers and the hotel

T

Mr Justice Seamus Woulfe, who attended the Oireachtas Golf Society dinner in Clifden, Co Galway, last
Wednesday; and Ms Justice Susan Denham, who has been asked to report on the judge’s attendance.
had satisfied themselves
they were operating within
the guidelines.

A Garda investigation is
under way into the organisation of the event.

Laura Cahillane, a lecturer in constitutional law,
with a specialism in judicial

discipline, said there is “very
little” that can be done under
the law in relation to a judge.
She said the only formal
legal process is under Article
35.4.1 of the Constitution,
which states that a judge can
only be removed for “stated
misbehaviour or incapacity”
on resolutions of the Dáil and
Seanad.
Ms Cahillane said this is a
“nuclear option” and that
such a removal has “never
actually happened” and that
it only came close in the
Judge Brian Curtin case in
2004-2006.
Ms Cahillane said judges
do not ignore political and
public commentary.
“Judges place great emphasis on public confidence
in the administration of justice, because ultimately the
whole system falls apart if
the public do not have confidence in the system.”
Ms Cahillane said the
Judicial Council Act does lay
out a disciplinary procedure
for judges, but said the section has not been commenced yet, and that guide-

lines on conduct and ethics
are due by July 2021.
Earlier, Taoiseach Micheál Martin was asked
whether there is an option
for the Dáil to appoint a select committee to examine
Mr Justice Woulfe’s behaviour.
Mr Martin said on RTÉ
radio that there is a separation of powers and that the
Government does not impose
its will on the judiciary.
“We’ve been busily criticising, at European level,
countries like Hungary and
Poland and others, for what
has been a creeping emasculation of the judiciary in
their countries, an undermining of the judiciary in
their countries,” said Mr
Martin.
“These are very important
concepts. They may not
readily appear so, but... in
terms of the governments
and parliaments becoming
embroiled in judicial issues,”
he said.
“That’s potentially a slippery slope to undermining
our democracy.”

Judges
“
place great

emphasis on
public
confidence in
administration
of justice,
because
ultimately the
whole system
falls apart if the
public do not
have
confidence in
the system

