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TRIBUTE: DERMOT IS BLOWN AWAY BY

‘ She was in

labour and
I was with
her. She was
talking away
one minute
and then, in
a flash, she
took a turn
and was gone
in seconds...’

BOND: Rita
with Big Tom
and children

THE son of Ireland’s
‘King of Country’ Big
Tom today speaks for
the first time about the
devastating deaths of his
parents and his partner
in the space of 11 months
last year.
Musician and farmer Dermot McBride’s partner Rita
Bogdanova (40), died suddenly while giving birth to
the couple’s third child last
November.

Dermot, who lives in his
native Oram, Castleblayney,
Co. Monaghan, was just coming to terms with the loss of
his beloved mother Rose that
January and his famous father
Tom in April, when the tragedy
happened.
In an exclusive interview with
the Sunday World as the McBride
family yesterday marked Big
Tom’s anniversary with an
afternoon Mass and an evening
dance, Dermot talks about coping
with life in the aftermath of
Rita’s sudden passing.

DIFFICULT
“It’s been difficult with our boy
and two wee girls to look after,”
he says. “Our son, Ciaran, is going
on 15, then there’s Amelia, who
is seven, and the baby, Adelina.”
Recalling his relationship with
his beautiful partner, Rita, who
was just 40 years old and a native
of Latvia, Dermot revealed that
they met in his local town of
Castleblayney.
“She was out on the town on
her birthday when we first met,”
he says.
The couple struck up a
relationship and, although they
never wed, they went on to live
happily together for 17 years.

SON OF COUNTRY LEGEND
BIG TOM OPENS UP ON LOSS
OF PARTNER AND PARENTS
EXCLUSIVE
BY EDDIE ROWLEY
“We just never got around to
getting married,” Dermot says.
“We were getting on alright and
we just carried on.”
Rita had been a huge support
to Dermot after his mother and
father died. At the time of Big
Tom’s passing, she was then
pregnant with the couple’s third
child.
On November 2 last, Rita
went into labour at Our Lady of
Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda,
with Dermot by her side.
All was going well, but then
within seconds, he says, Rita
lost her life.
“She was starting her labour
and I was with her. She was
talking away one minute… and
then she was just gone. In a flash,
she took this turn and was gone
in seconds. I am still waiting
for the final results of what the
cause was.”
Their baby daughter survived and
is now being reared by Dermot, who
is stoical as he now copes with life
as a single parent.
“The wee girl is sleeping all
through the night now, which is
great,” he says. “I put her down
at 9.30-10.30pm and she won’t
wake up until 6.30-7am.”
Dermot’s sisters, Aisling and
Siobhan, who live close to his
home, with one just next door, are
a huge support to him, he says.
As regards his work, he adds:
“I do a bit of farming and it’s
only starting to get busy now.

I’ve given up the music for the
moment.”
Dermot plays in a group
called The Outlaws, but he
was also a member of his
father Big Tom’s band for
many years.
“I played bass in his
band from around 2002
to 2010,” he tells me.
“It was unbelievable.
It was a great life
playing with the top
band in the country. I
didn’t have to do what a
lot of boys did, starting in
the pubs.”
It was then that Dermot
finally grasped the devotion that
was heaped on his father by fans
at home and abroad.

FANATICS
“When I was going to school I
didn’t understand it at all,” he
remembers. “It was only when I
was around 16 and went to dances
that I saw what was going on.
“Then in the band you’d see
the same people coming to every
dance he played. They were
fanatics. It was great for bringing
people together.
“It was the end of an era when
my father died, but he had a great
life, unbelievable.”
Dermot says that his mother
and father were totally devoted,
and when Rose became ill they
didn’t tell Tom the seriousness
of her condition until close to
the end.
“We kept it from him until
the very last,” he says. “He
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OUTPOURING OF LOVE FOR STAR
It was the
}
end of an era

BELOVED:
Dermot McBride
with the statue
of his late father
Tom

when my
father died,
but he had a
great life~

CLOSE:
Big Tom on
stage and
(inset) with
Dermot

was having his own
problems. He was
pretty sick at the
time when my
mother passed.
The doctor was
checking on him as
much as my mother.
“Then he rallied
and was doing good.
He just loved to sing,
and there was one night
afterwards, when a few of
us were in the house, he sang
a couple of songs.
“Instead of sitting and chatting
he’d rather sing a song. He was

MISSED:
Mum Rita
passed
away

more comfortable
with that.”
Big Tom’s family
were astonished
by the massive
outpouring of
love for their
father when he
died on April 17
last year, Dermot
says.
“The funeral and
the unveiling of his
statue was unbelievable
with the crowds that came
out, and the cards and letters
are still coming in.”

ICONIC:
Big Tom
with his
beloved
wife Rose
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WORLD
NEWS

FOUR HELD
AT AIRPORT

FOUR men have been
arrested at Luton Airport in the UK suspected of membership of a
proscribed organisation
contrary to the Terrorism Act, police said.
The men, all Sri
Lankan nationals, are
currently being held
in custody at a police
station in Bedfordshire,
according to Scotland
Yard.
They arrived on an
international flight on
Wednesday evening.
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ALIVE AND KICKING: ROCK

IN ROD
It’s been a
}
tremendous
WILD RIDE:
Rod with The
Faces in 1973
and (below)
with Penny

life. I’m
extremely
grateful. I’ve
still got the
energy and
the voice &
I love to
perform~
RIPE OLD AGE:
Eddie with icon
Rod this week and
in Wembley 20
years ago
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AND ROLL POSTER BHOY HITS ROAD

WE TRUST
Superstar Stewart still on song
and a cut above in style stakes
as he lines up trio of Irish dates

ROD STEWART is kicking a
football around a room in an
exclusive Dublin hotel when
I arrive for his interview with
the Sunday World.

The superstar singer is instantly welcoming, flashing a
friendly smile.

Dressed like a circus ringmaster,
the lean, fit and youthful 74-yearold hasn’t dramatically changed
since I last met him in the flesh
backstage at Wembley Stadium
more than 20 years ago.

“Look at us!” Rod says with surprise and glee, when I show him a
photo taken that day in the late 1990s.
He’s particularly chuffed that his
hair has stood the test of time. His
dragged-through-a-hedge-backwards
‘look’ is as famous as the icon himself.
“I do look after it,” Rod says, when I
compliment his trademark bouffant.
“My hair and my voice I look after.”
Well, they’re your classic selling
features, I tell him.
“And the nose,” he adds, poking fun
at his prominent hooter.
If likeability could be bottled, it would
make Rod another fortune. The legend,
who will play three shows in Ireland
this year, is the epitome of charm and
good fun.
In his early days, Stewart, who plays
Cork’s Páirc Uí Chaoimh on Saturday,
May 25, was living a young man’s
dream life. He had it all, I say, and he
elaborates with a laugh: “The cars,
the houses, shagging and drinking.”
The London-born entertainer
lapped up the female attention back
then, and had a steady stream of
women sharing his bed. He engaged
in numerous affairs while in relationships, including during his first
marriage to American actress and
model Alana Hamilton.
However, Rod’s second wife, New
Zealand-born model Rachel Hunter,
broke his heart when she left him in
1999. Shortly afterwards, he found
lasting love and happiness when he
met photographer Penny Lancaster.
“I still admire a pretty woman walking down the street, but I don’t have
lust for other women,” he tells me.
“I do for my wife. I’ve been with
Penny now for 20 years and I’ve been
totally faithful.”
You got very lucky there.
“Oh I did,” he acknowledges. “Penny is the blood in my veins, she really
is. I adore her, she’s a great woman.”
Rod has eight children – his first
from a fling when he was just 17 years
old, and his youngest when he was 66!
These days, The Rodfather organises his performances around his
two youngest boys, Alastair (12) and
Aiden (8).
“All my tour dates, starting in May,
are more or less around their holidays,” he says. “They can come with
me or I can go home and see them.”

EXCLUSIVE
BY EDDIE ROWLEY
When you were starting out, you
probably never saw yourself having
eight children?
“Or still doing this when I’m 74,” he
laughs. “It’s been a tremendous life.
I’m extremely grateful.”
Do children help keep you young?
“Yeah, they do. They bring out the
love in you and they bring out energy. I built a football pitch at our new
house. I can’t play anymore, but I go
out and have a kickabout with them.”
If Rod regrets anything about ageing
it’s the fact that he can no longer run
around. His knee is damaged from years
of football, and next year he’ll have an
operation “to straighten it out”.
However, he does daily exercises
to maintain his fitness, strength
and energy.
“I work really hard,” Rod says. “I
do 45 minutes of high-end aerobics.
I’ve got an indoor swimming pool and
I do a lot of SAS-style training, diving
down for bricks and swimming to the
other end of the pool.”

PASSION
Apart from following his beloved
Celtic FC – he’s wearing a silver
necklace with the club’s name when
we meet – Rod’s other passion is collecting Pre-Raphaelite art.
“I have 200 oil paintings now in
different houses,” he reveals. “I love
them. I love looking at all of my art.
It’s one of the things I worked for.”
Rod then tells a hilarious story
about his son, Alastair, asking him to
explain a painting of the martyr Saint
Sebastian, who is riddled with arrows.
“Alastair asked me why they killed
him. And I told him the story… that he
missed a penalty against Rangers,”
he laughs.
Another prized possession is a Rembrandt drawing that Elton John once
gave him for a Christmas present. Rod
had given Elton a mini fridge!
“I was so embarrassed,” Rod says.
“I bought this refrigerator that stands
by the side of your sofa. You press a
button and lights go on and champagne comes out in a cloud of vapour
and it’s all chilled. It was £600, which
I thought was a lot of money.
“But Elton had bought me a Rembrandt etching, which I’ve still got.”
As our interview ends, Rod says he
has no intention of retiring like Elton.
“I’ve still got the energy and the
voice and I love performing,” he says.
Then Rod hands me a football and
takes a bowl of fruit from the table
before we pose for a new photograph.
“See you in another 20 years,” he
laughs.
l Rod Stewart plays Cork’s Páirc
Uí Chaoimh on Saturday, May 25,
Belfast’s SSE Arena on December 2
and Dublin’s 3Arena on December 4.
Tickets are now on sale.

Sat / Aug

10

th

Galway
Leisureland

Tickets from Ticketmaster

11 Wexford
National Opera House
Box Office: ROI 053 9122400
12 UK & NI 00 353 9122400
Kilkenny

Tue / Aug

20

th

Sun / Aug
th

Mon / Aug

Wed / Aug

Wed / Aug

21

th

14

th

Thu / Aug

15

th

st

Lyrath ESTATE Hotel

Tickets from Ticketmaster

Ballyconnell
Slieve Russell Hotel

Tickets from Ticketmaster &
Slieve Russell ROI 049 9526 444,
UK & NI 00353 49 9526 444

Sat / Aug

24

th

Ballymena ***

TULLYGLASS House Hotel
Tickets from Ticketmaster &
Tullyglass House
ROI 048 2565 2639
UK & NI 028 2565 2639

Drogheda
TLT

Tickets from Box Office
ROI 041 9878 560
UK & NI 00 353 41 9878 560

Limerick
UCH

Tickets from Box Office
ROI 061 331 549
UK & NI 00 353 61 331 549

Mon / Aug

26 CORK
Cork Opera House
27 Tickets from Box Office
ROI 021 4905 224
28 UK & NI 00 353 21 4905 224
th

Fri / Aug

16

th

Bundoran

Great Northern Hotel

Tickets from Ticketmaster
& Gt Northern ROI 072 9841 204
UK & NI 00 353 72 9841 204

Tue / Aug
th

Wed / Aug
th

Tickets €49.50 for all ROI tickets. CC &/or booking fees may apply. ***Tickets only for Ballymena House Hotel
St £42.50. www.ticketmaster.ie 0818 719300 ROI. International 00 353 1 456 9569. Wheelchair users and their
companions should state at time of purchase that they require wheelchair section tickets
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SANDY KELLY
EXCLUSIVE

My tribute
to beloved
Barbara
The singer talks to Eddie Rowley about how she is
dealing with the shock of her sister’s recent suicide

I

RISH country legend Sandy Kelly has
lived a double life
for the last 30 years
since taking on the
persona of the late, great
Patsy Cline.
In addition to performing as an artist in
her own right, Sandy has
been bringing American
country icon Cline to life
on stage in songs and
stories since 1989.
Patsy, whose hits
include Crazy and who
died tragically in a plane crash
in 1963 at the age of 29, typically
sang of heartache and longing.
They are emotions that Sandy
herself knows only too well, having faced many traumas in her
own life, none moreso than the
recent suicide of her sister Barbara, who died last October 8.
Sandy and her family are in
the early stages of grieving and
trying to come to terms with Barbara’s death, which has stunned
all who knew the much-loved
57-year-old woman.
So today we talk brieﬂy about
Barbara, and Sandy reveals
that there will be a memorial
concert “to celebrate her life in
a positive way” down the line,
with funds going to Pieta House
to raise awareness of suicide and
to help other people in distress.
She is organising the event with
Barbara’s daughter, Sandie Ellis.
Like most people, Sandy says
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she never thought for one moment that suicide would come to
her own family’s door.
She says that Barbara, a singer
who had worked on her shows
and had also represented Ireland
in the Eurovision Song Contest
with The Duskeys, suffered with
depression and was on medication
for “a long, long time,” but few
would have been aware of this
because she never spoke about it.
“Barbara was always jolly and
happy and much funnier and
much better company than me,”
Sandy says. “She was a bubbly
person and that’s why everyone
got a huge shock when this happened, because Barbara wasn’t
the sort of person you would
associate with being depressed
or taking her own life. It shocked
us as well as a family as we never
thought that that would happen.”
In the aftermath of Barbara’s
passing, Sandy put her work on

COUNTRY

hold and took time
out to deal with her
personal grief.
Life goes on, of
course, and she is
now picking up the
pieces and getting
ready to record a new
album, which will be
produced by her son,
Willie Kelly.
Prior to her bereavement, Sandy and
Willie had been working on the album in
Nashville with Johnny
Cash’s son, John Carter Cash.
In a remarkable career, the
Sligo woman won the hearts
and admiration of the American
country greats, Johnny Cash,
Willie Nelson and Glen Campbell, and had the honour of
recording with all three of them
decades ago.
Some of those recodings are to
feature on Sandy’s next album,
along with a batch of new songs.
“It’s a country/rootsy album,
rather than your typical country
album,” Sandy says. “It’ll be
more acoustic and some great
players are going to be on it,
friends of John Carter Cash. My
son, Willie, and John Carter are
very close, so he has taken a personal interest in the album.
“The Johnny Cash duet, Woodcarver, which we recorded in 1989,
will be on it, although it will be
updated. When I was there last
year with John Carter we were

★ ICONS

Grieving: Sandy with her
sister Barbara, who died
by suicide last October;
Sandy with son Willie,
Johnny Cash and Barbara
(left); and (below) Sandy
with legend Willie Nelson

listening to the recording and we
found Johnny and I talking on it.
Johnny is laughing and making
some quirky comments, so they’re
going to leave that on it.”
It was through the Patsy Cline
hit, Crazy, a song written by Willie
Nelson, that Sandy got her introduction to Johnny Cash after he
heard her version of it on the radio
while touring Ireland in 1989.
This was the start of a friendship between the Irish star and
the American icon that lasted
until Johnny’s death in 2003.

Cash opened doors for Sandy in
America. “My career took off so
fast after meeting him,” she says.
Before making a connection
with Johnny Cash, Sandy had already struck up a friendship with
the late Patsy Cline’s husband,
Charlie, whom she met through
American producer Harold
Bradley while she was recording
an album with him in Nashville.
Harold’s brother, Owen, had been
Patsy Cline’s producer.
“Harold introduced me to
Charlie before I recorded any

COUNTRY

Patsy Cline songs and before I
even sang one,” Sandy says.
“So Charlie and I became
friends before I did the Patsy
Cline tribute show. When I went
back to ask him to educate me
about Patsy and her story and
the story of their lives together,
he brought me around in his car
and I had a video recorder and
I was able to record everything.
He brought me to the house they
bought just before she died. He
also brought me to meet Julie,
his daughter. And Julie and I

★ ICONS

have been friends since then.
“So what does Patsy Cline
mean to me now? Everything.
Look how she changed my life.
Through the years some of my
fellow musicians would say to
me, ‘Do you not get fed up being
associated with Patsy Cline?’
And I just laugh. Patsy Cline
has kept food on my table. She
has given me a career outside of
being myself.
“I can put on my Patsy Cline
costumes and go do a tour, which
I will do this year. And then I
can come home and take off the
wigs and costumes and go do
some work as myself. I do lead a
double life and it’s great fun.
“I wouldn’t consider myself
to be the funniest person on the
planet, but when I’m in Patsy
mode I get to be cheekier and
funny, and I get to be ridiculous.
“But this year will be my ﬁnal
tour performing as Patsy Cline.
I’m going to audition for a singer
to take over the show and I’ll be
the producer.”
She laughs: “I need to get over
myself, I’ll be 65 next month
[February]. When I put on the
sequinned frocks for the second
half of the show I look in the
mirror and all of a sudden I’m
looking at a drag queen.
“Patsy died at 29, just prior to
her 30th birthday, so I should be
doing a show called A Tribute To
Patsy’s Grandmother. So I will be
happy to step back into the role
of producer.”
Recalling her friendship with
Willie Nelson, Sandy says she
was thrilled when he agreed to
duet with her many years ago on
his song, Crazy, which featured
on her album Kelly’s Heroes.
Willie also invited Sandy to
tour with him in the States as his
opening act. “I remember one
outdoor show in Virginia where
we were playing to 25,000 people
and it was like Woodstock,”
Sandy says.
“It was beside a lake, people
were in swimsuits and bikinis and
they were all dancing. Willie very
kindly allowed me to sing Crazy,
even though it was going to be one
of big numbers in his set.
“I was into the third line of it
when the crowd started clapping
and cheering, and I though, ‘oh
my God, they love me!’
“I thought I was really going
down a treat and that Willie had
better not sing this song after
me…follow that!”
She laughs: “But what had
happened was that Willie Nelson
had walked on stage to surprise
me by joining me to sing the song.
And there I was thinking that the
audience was going crazy for me!”
Sandy Kelly will perform on
the Sunday World Stars in
the Sun trip in Torremolinos,
Spain, from May 23-30, with
Red Hurley, Linda Martin,
Paddy Cole, Ray Lynam, Ronan
Collins and many more.
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