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Football 
body makes 
new role 
for old boss
Colin Coyle 

John Delaney, who quit as chief
executive of the Football Associa-
tion of Ireland (FAI) last night, has
been living in houses rented by the
association for much of the past
decade. This perk was in addition
to his annual salary of €360,000.
The cash-strapped association has
been paying €3,000 a month to
rent a house for Delaney in Wick-
low from broadcaster Gráinne
Seoige since 2016, The Sunday
Times can reveal. 

It is understood that Delaney
paid benefit-in-kind tax on the
value of the accommodation. Yes-
terday neither Seoige nor Stephen
Cullinane, her former husband,
responded to questions about the
FAI’s rental of their €1m house in
Kilmacanogue.

A few years ago, the FAI paid
rent of just under €3,000 a month
for Delaney to live in a house in
Malahide. Fran Rooney, Delaney’s
predecessor as chief executive,
said he received no such perk. 

Delaney recently purchased a
house of his own — Craffield, a 19th-
century five-bedroom country
home on eight acres outside Augh-
rim in Wicklow, for €868,000. 

Separately, Joe O’Malley, a solici-
tor representing a lawyer who
acted for Delaney’s wife in their
divorce case, contacted The Sun-
day Times last week. O’Malley said
neither his client nor Emer Del-
aney, former wife of the FAI chief
executive, had disseminated any
documents from the divorce case
and they “wholly rejected” any
suggestion that they were respon-
sible for leaking details of a
€100,000 cheque that Delaney

John Delaney stepped down from his
position as chief executive of the Football
Association of Ireland (FAI) last night
but will move to the newly created role of
executive vice-president with immediate
effect. The FAI did not reveal the salary
for his new position. 

Delaney said the past fortnight had
been “very difficult for me on a personal
and professional level”. In recent weeks
The Sunday Times has revealed how
Delaney lent the FAI €100,000 in 2017
and also reported that he is in receipt of
€160,000 from Uefa from his role as a
member of its executive committee. 

He has since said that he is gifting the
Uefa money to the FAI, but it is unclear
if this arrangement will continue in his
new role. 

“In recent days I have received many
messages of support from the family of
football, from many of the 2,000 clubs
I have visited in my role as chief executive
and from the world of politics and sport,
which I am grateful for,” he said.

Rea Walshe, a 37-year-old solicitor who
has been working as FAI chief operating
officer, has been appointed interim chief
executive by the board pending the
recruitment of a new chief executive.
Delaney, who was appointed to the role
in 2005, had a contract to serve as chief
executive until 2020. 

The FAI said the decision was made
following the recommendations of a
governance report by former FA director
of governance Jonathan Hall. Its
recommendations were unanimously
adopted by the board of the FAI at a meet-
ing on Friday. 

FAI president Donal Conway said Del-
aney would be able to “utilise his vast
experience and connections in the world
of football” in his new role. “John is
Continued on page 2 →

His beef empire nearly went bust
in the 1990s when UN sanctions
against Iraq left him with debts of
almost €225m but Larry Good-
man’s Louth beef company has
since become a true cash cow,
helping him to join the Irish billion-
aires’ club, writes Colin Coyle. 

The teetotaller, 81, and his fam-
ily quadrupled their wealth last
year, according to the 2019 Sunday
Times Irish Rich List. 

Goodman, who also invests in
commercial property and health-
care, now shares a €2.455bn for-
tune with wife Kitty and sons
Laurence and Mark. This figure
represents an increase of €1.822bn
on 2018, moving Goodman and his
family from 22nd on the list to
fourth. They are behind only

Meaty rise in Goodman’s riches
John Mooney 

Limerick gardai face corruption inquiry
Hilary, Galen Jr and Alannah
Weston — whose assets include Pri-
mark and Selfridges — Limerick-
born tech entrepreneurs Patrick
and John Collison, and John Dor-
rance, owner of Campbell’s Soup. 

Goodman courted disaster in
the 1990s when the Beef Tribunal
investigated his firm’s involvement
with alleged malpractice. 

Only the Collisons, now in San
Francisco, saw their wealth grow
faster than Goodman’s. The joint
fortune of Patrick, 30, and John,
28, the co-owners of online pay-
ments company Stripe, grew by
€2.6bn to €5bn, making John the
world’s youngest euro billionaire.

Rich pickings for 
the wealthy, page 3

Gardai in Limerick are the subject
of one of the largest internal cor-
ruption inquiries of recent years,
with at least two officers under
investigation for serious corrup-
tion and malpractice. 

One local detective is alleged to
have sought and obtained cash in
return for providing an organised
crime gang known as the Rathkeale
Rovers with information on sensi-
tive investigations and searches.

The officer, who has already
been arrested and suspended, was
identified by the force’s security
and intelligence division after it
eavesdropped on private tele-
phone calls he was making to crim-
inals using a “pay as you go phone”

in the mistaken belief that it could
not be traced.

Gardai believe the officer
received at least €20,000 for pro-
viding information on an ongoing
inquiry by the Criminal Assets
Bureau (CAB) into the Rovers, a
loose network of criminals who
come from the Traveller commu-
nity and who consider the Limerick
town to be their spiritual home. 

The gang is suspected of involve-
ment in various types of serious
crime, including fraud, drug deal-
ing, money laundering and the theft
of antique rhino horns from muse-
ums across Europe and America. 

Criminals associated with the
gang are known to have compro-
mised at least one other garda who
was effectively “blackmailed” into

facilitating an insurance fraud after
they discovered he was involved in
a sexual relationship with a young
woman from Limerick. The sus-
pended garda is a married man. 

Garda Headquarters is currently
trying to establish if other officers
have been compromised and to
assess how much damage has
been done to intelligence-gather-
ing operations in Munster. 

Officers believe a number of
planned searches against the crim-
inals were compromised last year.
The Department of Justice has
been briefed on the matter.

Specialist garda units are not
informing gardai in the city of 
planned operations and raids in case
the information is leaked to crimi-
nals, according to security sources.

The CAB did not give gardai
advance notice of a series of raids it
carried out on properties and busi-
nesses in the county two weeks ago
in case the operation might be com-
promised, the security sources say.

The bureau and other police
units conducted a major search
operation targeting the assets and
activities of criminals in the county.
This was part of a larger operation
which involved raids across Tipper-
ary and Dublin. Among the prem-
ises searched were houses and two
car showrooms. The bureau seized
115 vehicles in the Limerick opera-
tion along with €43,000 and a
Rolex watch. Documentation in
relation to the ownership of assets,
financial documentation, mobile
Continued on page 2 →

Mark Tighe Delaney loan had not been
declared in its audited accounts
for 2017.

The Sunday Times has learnt
that the €100,000 was required to
cover the FAI’s payroll costs in
April 2017 as the association
believed it could not draw down
any further money from its bank-
ing overdraft facilities. The FAI
operates at least 25 bank accounts
with Bank of Ireland, according to
company filings.

Delaney is due to be asked about
the loan and other issues relating
to the FAI’s corporate governance
at an Oireachtas sport committee
hearing next month. Noel Rock, a
Fine Gael TD and member of the
committee, had said last week that
Delaney should step down.

Rock claimed that, since he
made that statement on Thursday,
he had been told that the FAI had
been briefing against him, includ-
ing saying that he had sought
complimentary tickets for Ire-
land’s game against Austria in
Vienna in November 2016. Rock
said in fact he attended the match
as a guest of the taoiseach Leo
Varadkar, who was minister for
social protection at the time. 

“I have neither sought nor
received complimentary tickets
directly from the FAI on any occa-
sion, and have never engaged in
any improper conduct in this
regard,” he said. “Perhaps some-
one would like to go on the record
about these untrue claims? These
bullying tactics have served some
well in the past. They should not
distract from the significant gov-
ernance issues in the FAI.” 

Editorial, page 14

FAI chief John Delaney steps 
aside amid financial queries

paid to the FAI. O’Malley has also
written to John Delaney to seek an
explanation for allegations he
made during an application for an
injunction against The Sunday
Times last weekend. 

Delaney, chief executive of the
FAI since 2005, was on a salary of
€450,000 in 2010 but this dropped
to its current level of €360,000 in
2012. He has said the FAI board
opposed him reducing his salary
on a voluntary basis because he
had worked so hard. At this time,
the FAI was making staff redun-
dant and cutting their salaries first
by 5% and then 10%.

Last week The Sunday Times
asked Delaney and the FAI to
explain why the association had
paid his rental costs but neither
responded. 

Delaney failed in an emergency
High Court injunction application
last Saturday in an attempt to block
The Sunday Times reporting the
€100,000 personal cheque he paid
to the FAI in April 2017. The money
was repaid by the association in
June 2017.

After failing with the High Court
injunction, at 11.22pm last Satur-
day, the FAI issued a statement say-
ing the €100,000 payment was a
short-term bridging loan. The reve-
lations prompted Sport Ireland
and Shane Ross, the minister for
sport, to ask the FAI why they had
not been informed about the loan
or its financial difficulties. 

The FAI has since contacted the
Office of the Director of Corporate
Enforcement to explain why the

NEWS REVIEW
Delaney’s own goal Page 17

John Delaney watches Ireland win 1-0 in Gibraltar yesterday, before his new role was revealed
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older sister.
By his own admission he had little

interest in learning but his father had
been a triathlete who represented
Australia and he inherited his love of
exercise. He became a personal trainer at
Grafton’s Big River Squash and Fitness
Centre. Local reports said he ran free
athletic sessions for children. 

His Australian co-workers have been
astonished that such a chap could be
“capable of something this extreme”, as
his former employer Tracey Gray put it.

Tarrant left Grafton in 2012 to travel
the world, although how he financed a
series of odysseys through Europe and
Asia is unclear. He mentioned an inherit-
ance from his father, but also described
his family as “working class low-income”.
He talked of profitable dealings in Bitcon-
nect, a now moribund cryptocurrency. 

Somehow he was able to afford long
visits to countries including France,
Spain, Portugal, North Korea, India,
Japan, Turkey and Pakistan, with visits to
New Zealand where he would reportedly
settle in 2017. He visited Bulgaria,
Romania and Hungary in November and
may have encountered other extremists

who attend training camps there.
His mother, who collects “healing

crystals” and filled her Facebook page
with inspirational quotes about love and
friendship, showed no sign of alarm at
whatever he was doing. She wrote online
about how much she missed her “incredi-
ble son” and said she “understood his
wanderlust”. She called him “Brento”.

At what point he fell in with other
extreme-right radicals is unclear but an
Australian academic, who asked to
remain anonymous, said she had studied
the so-called alt-right and Tarrant’s
language in his manifesto demonstrated
that he had been “inside the echo
chamber for some time”. 

She added: “Look at him in court
smirking . . . he’s showing off to his alt-
right mates. He’s a hardcore cliché of
what so many of them stand for.”

Turkey has launched an investigation
into Tarrant’s activities while he was
there. After his visit to Pakistan, another
Muslim nation, he waxed lyrical about
“an incredible place filled with the most
earnest, kind-hearted and hospitable
people in the world”. Yet his manifesto
suggests his attitude to Muslims had

From above, Brenton 
Tarrant in Turkey in 2016, as 
a child, and in court. The 
judge ordered his face be 
blurred in photographs to 
preserve his ‘fair trial rights’

Amazon profits from mass killers 

A child is 
comforted at 
a memorial 
for the 
al-Noor 
mosque 
victims, who 
included a 
number of 
children 

changed by the time he visited France
where “in every French city, in every
French town, the invaders were there”.

If his own account can be relied upon,
he moved to New Zealand to plan an
attack elsewhere, but stayed after decid-
ing it was “as target rich an environment
(for killing Muslims) as anywhere else in
the West”. Settling in Dunedin, in the far
south, he joined the local Bruce Rifle
Club but betrayed no sign of extremism.

“Brenton just presented as a regular
guy,” said Scott Williams, the club’s vice-
president. “I ran into him three or four
times and he seemed fine. Who would
have thought? I am just shocked, stun-
ned, dismayed.”

At the club Tarrant used an AR-15 rifle,
the civilian version of the US army’s M16
assault rifle. The world’s newest pseudo-
commando was reaching what psychia-
trists have called “the stage of genuine
willingness to sacrifice himself”. 

As Knoll describes it: “At some individ-
ualised point the pesudocommando
makes the decision to bring his revenge
fantasies into the daylight of reality.”

In his manifesto Tarrant claimed his
tipping point had been the 2017 murder

He was just a 
regular guy, 
he seemed 
fine. Who 
would have 
thought? I 
am stunned

in Sweden of Ebba Akerlund, an 11-year-
old girl killed by an Uzbek asylum seeker.

Psychiatrists caution there may be
other factors unrelated to the boasts or
admissions of pseudocommandos in the
writings they leave behind or post online
to explain their actions. 

Many mass shootings in America have
sprung at least in part from romantic
grief — the breakup of a relationship,
jealousy or the urge to inflict pain.

Missing from Tarrant’s profile so far is
any mention of a girlfriend or other
romantic entanglement. What Knoll has
described as “mortally wounded self-
esteem” has often proved a potent factor
in driving unbalanced minds to slaughter.

The challenge to civilised society, of
course, is to see men like Tarrant coming
before they strap on their ammunition
belts. On that front the news is bleak. 

“If you put everyone with his beliefs on
a watch list, there would be thousands of
them,” said the Australian academic. 

“The sad thing is there are people
repeating what he said in that so-called
manifesto every day online.”

states that it releases books 
“rejected by other publishing 
houses for the wrong 
reasons” and publishes a 
selection of works that attack 
tolerance towards Islam.

Tatamis is owned by 
Robin. Hours after the New 
Zealand attacks he posted a 
video on YouTube criticising 
the media responses to the 
event. 

He also issued a warning 
on Twitter about Islam. He 
told followers to fight with 
“words and legal means” but 
to “leave the West because of 
the coming civil war”.

Dylann Roof’s 2,444-word
statement is broken into 
sections: “Blacks”, “Jews”, 
“Hispanics”, “East Asians”, 
“Patriotism”, and “An 
Explanation”.

His book, The Last 
Rhodesian: The Manifesto’s 
of Dylann Roof, has a sales 
page on Amazon but is listed 
as out of stock.

page” and to click “follow” to 
receive “new release updates, 
improved recommendations 
and more” from the killer.

Breivik co-ordinated the 
release of his material to 
reach as wide an audience as 
possible on the day of his 
attack. His manifesto was 
emailed to 5,700 people 
moments before he started 
his murder spree.

On the French translation
of the book, far right 
publisher Jean Robin wrote: 
“In a long foreword, the 
editor explains all the reasons 
that pushed him to translate 
this book and to edit it in 
French, while condemning 
the crimes of the author, with 
whom he has no links and 
whom he has never met. The 
royalties from this book will 
be entirely given to charities 
helping victims of terrorism 
in France.”

Breivik’s books are 
published by Tatamis. It 

Labour MP Jo Cox, who was 
murdered by a white 
supremacist just before the 
EU referendum in June 2016.

Damian Collins, chairman
of UK’s digital, culture, media 
and sport select committee, 
said: “It is irresponsible to 
give people who have 
committed terrorist atrocities 
platforms. Selling the 
manifestos is helping their 
hateful message spread.” 

Breivik has his own author
page on the Amazon website. 
A paperback copy in English 
of Breivik’s “2083 A 
European Declaration of 
Independence Book 1” can be 
bought for £18 (€21) and will 
take one to three months to 
arrive, the site says. 

However, Amazon Prime
customers can buy one of 
Breivik’s books in French 
with free next-day delivery. 

Amazon customers are 
also invited to “visit 
Amazon’s Anders Breivik 

nine black parishioners at a 
church in Charleston in 2015. 

The public distribution of
such material has raised 
alarm because the alleged 
New Zealand attacker, 
Brenton Tarrant, has said he 
was inspired by the work of 
Breivik — who murdered 77 
people in 2011 — and other 
far-right terrorists. 

A manifesto allegedly 
written by Tarrant claimed 
inspiration from Breivik and 
even suggested that the pair 
had been in “brief contact”. 

Last night, campaigners 
called on Amazon to remove 
Breivik’s book from sale.

“Online retailers — just like
social media companies — 
need to stop playing into the 
hands of terrorists by giving 
them the notoriety they crave 
and even selling their so-
called manifestos,” said 
Brendan Cox, the co-founder 
of Survivors Against Terror 
and the husband of the 

Amazon is profiting from the 
sale of books written by far-
right mass murderers, 
including a manifesto first 
released by the terrorist 
Anders Breivik on the day of 
his killing spree in Norway. 

A Sunday Times 
investigation found Breivik’s 
book for sale on the site, 
alongside a text by the 
American white supremacist 
Dylann Roof, who murdered 

Justin Stoneman
and Rosamund Urwin

Manifestos of 
hate from the 
far-right terrorists 
Anders Breivik 
and Dylann Roof 
are being sold by 
the internet giant

Tony Allen-Mills 

A classic pseudo-commando: 
short, single, bent on revenge

He was never in a real army but Brenton
Tarrant wore military-style combat gear,
called himself an “ethno-soldier” and
talked of being in the middle of a “fire-
fight”. When he appeared in court in New
Zealand yesterday he wore handcuffs
and a prison smock, but acted as if he was
some kind of warrior, proud of the havoc
he had unleashed on a country unused to
mass slaughter.

First he smirked at the cameras, then
formed his fingers into a circle, a gesture
usually seen as an OK sign but viewed by
white supremacists as an OKKK signal —
honouring the Ku Klux Klan.

The 28-year-old Australian may have
considered this to be brave or clever, but
for psychiatrists who have studied mass
murderers, his alleged actions fit a pat-
tern that is now depressingly familiar.

They are known as pseudo-
commandos, a warped breed of lethal
fantasists driven by anger and resent-
ment and bent on furious revenge. 

They are often short — like Tarrant,
whose muscular forearms were in
marked contrast to his diminutive height
in court — and many are angry at women
for failing to admire them. The only
women in Tarrant’s life appear to have
been his mother and sister.

Pseudocommandos go shopping for
flak jackets, fatigues and ammunition
belts and linger in front of the mirror,
imagining how they will look when they
head off to administer what they have
persuaded themselves will be justice.

“The pseudocommando is a type of
mass murderer who kills in public during
the daytime, plans his offence well in
advance and comes prepared with a
powerful arsenal of weapons,” wrote the
American forensic psychiatrist James
Knoll in 2010, years before Tarrant
switched on his helmet camera and
muttered: “Let’s get this party started.”

From what little is known of Tarrant’s
life so far, he seems to fit the profile so
exactly that it appears shocking his
swerve to extremism was not detected in
time to prevent his deadly rampage. “I
am a goddam monster of willpower,” he
wrote on social media in 2011. “I just need
a goal or object to work toward.”

At that point he was, as he declared in
the “manifesto” he posted before his
attack, “just a regular white man from a
regular family”. Born in the quiet eastern
Australian town of Grafton, between
Brisbane and Sydney in New South
Wales, he grew from a photogenic infant
to “a bit of a class clown” at high school. 

Former classmates remembered him
as “a bit of a disruptive” pupil prone to
being occasionally nasty, yet there
appear to have been no serious incidents.

His mother Sharon was a teacher who
doted on him, his father Rodney was a
blue-collar worker who died of asbestos-
related cancer in 2010. He also had an

MASSACRE 
MADMEN 

Michael Ryan in a 
camouflage hat, above, 
killed 16 people and 
himself in Hungerford, 
Berkshire, in 1987

Seung Hui Cho posed 
with his guns before killing 
32 people and himself in a 
rampage at Virginia Tech 
University in 2007

Omar Mateen called 
himself a “soldier of God” 
before he killed 49 people 
at a gay nightclub in 
Orlando, Florida, in 2016 

Psychiatrists say Brenton 
Tarrant closely fits the 
profile of a warped
breed of lethal fantasist 
driven by anger 
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Back my 
Brexit, 
warns May

symbol of parliament’s 
collective political failure.”

The leaked advice reads: 
“Once the UK has taken part 
in the EU elections there is no 
limit to the number of 
extensions of article 50 the 
UK can ask for or be required 
to ask for by parliament.” 

A source said: “We could
be in the EU for ever.” May is 
preparing to offer the DUP a 
deal which will include a 

→ Continued from page 1 “Stormont lock” clause in the 
withdrawal agreement and 
implementation bill to ensure 
EU rules on Northern Ireland 
would be adopted in the rest 
of the UK or rejected in both. 
Ministers also expect a new 
confidence and supply 
agreement to funnel another 
£1bn (€1.17bn) to Northern 
Ireland after the deal passes.

Eurosceptics start to crack, 
page 11

Delaney’s 
€100,000 
FAI cheque

and last year he got an extra 
€160,000 from Uefa, the 
European football governing 
authority, according to 
financial statements 
published last month.

He was elected to the Uefa
executive committee in April 
2017 and chairs its youth and 
amateur football committees. 
Delaney is also deputy 
chairman of Uefa’s women’s 
football committee. He has 

been on the FAI’s board for 17 
years. 

Delaney is likely to face 
questions about his salary 
when he appears before the 
Oireachtas committee on 
transport, tourism and sport 
on April 10. 

The FAI’s last filed annual
accounts are for the year 
ending December 31, 2017. 
Audited by Deloitte Ireland, 
they report related party 
transactions of €430,000 in 

“total remuneration for key 
management personnel” — 
the same figure as in 2016.

Delaney has previously 
defended his salary. “It is a 
24/7 job, weekends as well,” 
he said. The prize for the club 
that wins the League of 
Ireland is €110,000. 

Catherine Murphy, a TD 
and member of the transport, 
tourism and sport 
committee, has said she 
wants to question Delaney 

→ Continued from page 1 about governance, given the 
“huge” amount of public cash 
that the FAI gets every year.

The association has had 
almost €50m in state funding 
over the past decade. It gets 
an annual €2.7m grant from 
Sport Ireland. The FAI’s most 
recent accounts show its 
grants and “subvention 
funding” came to €6.14m out 
of a total income of €49m, 
mostly made up of ticket sales 
and sponsorship.
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John Delaney, chief executive of
the Football Association of Ireland
(FAI), wrote a personal cheque for
€100,000 to his employer in 2017.
Delaney has refused to explain the
reason for the payment.

Last night the FAI boss failed in
an emergency application before
the judge Anthony Barr of the High
Court to prevent The Sunday
Times revealing details of the pay-
ment. Following a three-hour hear-
ing, the judge ruled in favour of the
newspaper’s right to report the
existence of the payment. 

A copy of the cheque has been
seen by The Sunday Times and its
authenticity verified by several
sources. It is dated April 25, 2017.

The €100,000 payment was
drawn from Delaney’s account at 
Bank of Ireland in Waterford. The 
cheque was subsequently lodged
at Bank of Ireland in Blanchard-
stown, near the FAI headquarters in
Abbotstown. 

Questions in relation to the
€100,000 payment were first
made to the FAI on March 1. In his
ruling last night, Barr noted that it
was significant that Delaney had 15
days to respond to queries from
the newspaper and had instead
launched a last-minute application
to the court.

The Sunday Times has also seen
a copy of an FAI “remittance
advice” document made out to
Delaney dated June 16, 2017. The
remittance of €100,000 is said to

have been paid based upon an
invoice.

In the High Court last night, Del-
aney attempted to get an injunc-
tion based on the claim that docu-
ments seen by The Sunday Times
could have emerged only from in
camera family law proceedings
involving his ex-wife.

The judge ruled that the rights of
the in camera rule had to be bal-
anced with the right of the media
to report on matters of public inter-
est. He added: “I am satisfied that
the finances of the FAI and any pay-
ment and repayment to its chief
executive are matters of significant
public interest.” 

Delaney is paid €360,000 a year
as chief executive of the FAI

Delaney’s unexplained €100,000 cheque to FAI
John Mooney 

Garda body settles tax penalty

The Garda Representative Associa-
tion (GRA) has reached a settle-
ment of about €300,000 with
Revenue after admitting it had not
properly accounted for allowances
paid to representatives. 

The GRA’s central executive
committee was informed of the set-
tlement last Thursday, though it is
unclear whether the garda com-
missioner has been notified.

The GRA launched an internal
inquiry to establish whether its sys-
tem for paying allowances was tax-
compliant after an anonymous
whistleblower wrote to politicians
raising concerns about its finances.

The letters followed a revelation
in The Sunday Times that the GRA

had used members’ funds to pay
for holiday vouchers, dinners and
hospitality for its executives, and
for third parties including an audi-
tor and a pensions adviser.

GRA general secretary Pat Ennis
then hired a consultancy to exam-
ine its financial controls and pay-
ments system, and found serious
issues, such as allowances being
paid to representatives that should
have been treated as income. 

Issues concerning the payment
of mileage allowances were also
identified. The GRA has now got a
system which reflects the mileage
rate used by the civil service, say
sources, who add that Ennis acted
decisively to address issues. 

An insight into the body’s finan-
cial workings was given in a report

by Ampersand management con-
sultants, published last year, which
revealed administrative expenses
of €2.79m in 2016. The report was
commissioned by the garda body. 

About €319,000 was spent on
travel and subsistence claims for
499 GRA representatives, which
equated to an average of €640 each
over 2016. The bulk of the
expenses was claimed by members
of the GRA’s central executive com-
mittee, who were paid €658,188. 

The report noted the GRA travel
and subsistence allowances were
higher than rates paid by govern-
ment. The GRA is funded by sub-
scriptions from 10,500 rank-and-
file members who pay in almost
€2.5m a year. It also gets annual
state funding of about €125,000. 

Mark Tighe 

Continued on page 4 →

Amid the hail of gunfire and the
shrieks of pain came a moment of
humanity that defied the bullets —
a father’s love for his child.

There seemed to be no place to
hide when the gunman who had
slaughtered at least 42 people at a
mosque in Christchurch, New Zea-
land, turned up on Friday at his
second target — the Linwood
Islamic Centre, where numerous
Muslim families were praying.

Yet when the shooting started,
Zulfirman Syah had only one
instinct — to save his son. He threw
himself over two-year-old Aver-
roes, took several bullets to his
body but shielded the boy for long
enough for others to chase the gun-
man away. Seven people died in
the attack at Linwood. Another
one died in hospital.

A video of the scene taken after
the assault shows victims scattered
across a blood-splattered carpet in
a room filled with howls of misery.
It also shows Averroes clambering
desperately over his fallen father. 

They might have been playing a
game, but Zulfirman, known as Jul,
had been hit many times and was
clinging to life. 

“My husband shielded our son
during the attack, which caused
him to receive most of the bullets,”
Averroes’s American mother, Alta
Marie, 33, revealed yesterday. “He
is in stable condition following the
extensive exploratory and recon-
structive surgery he had earlier
today. [His] road to recovery will
be long.”

Their toddler, who also has an
American passport, was hit in the
leg and buttock by shrapnel, possi-
bly from bullets that struck his
father, but his injuries were minor.
“He is recovering nicely and has
been cheerful,” said his mother, an
English teacher who was cooking
at home when she had a phonecall
from her wounded husband. 

Syah arrived in New Zealand
with his family from Indonesia two
months ago. 

A fundraising page set up by a
friend described him as a “tal-
ented, hardworking artist”. The
friend added: “They felt at peace in
New Zealand . . . let’s help restore
their peace and counteract this
horrible act of violence.”

The family’s story proved a rare
moment of relief on a day of
national mourning and despair.
Among the victims whose names
were published yesterday were
Mucad Ibrahim, 3, and Abdullahi
Dirie, 4.
@dipeshgadher

Zulfirman Syah with his son 
Averroes and wife Alta Marie. 
Below, Averroes clings to his 
wounded father after the 
shooting in Christchurch
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In a further boost for May, Matt-
hew Elliott, one of the architects of
the Leave campaign, urged MPs to
get behind her. “If MPs vote down
the withdrawal agreement for a
third time this week, Brexit proba-
bly won’t happen,” he said. “But if
MPs do allow the meaningful vote
to pass, we will leave in a matter of
weeks . . . We will be free from the
political institutions of the EU by
the summer.”

Jacob Rees-Mogg, leader of the
pro-Brexit ERG, is privately keen to
get on board and is urging Boris
Johnson to do the same. Another
MP, Daniel Kawczynski, said yes-
terday that he would change his
vote because the “mood in my con-
stituency is now changing quickly”
and “we may lose Brexit”.

May is planning a third attempt
to get MPs to approve the deal on
Tuesday ahead of an EU summit in
Brussels on Thursday. If the deal
passes, No 10 officials say the nec-
essary legislation will have cleared
the House of Commons by April 25,
paving the way for a new Brexit day
in the final week of May or first
week of June.

If the deal fails, the prime minis-
ter will be forced to request a long
extension of article 50 and hold EU
elections. Last night May said:
“The idea of the British people
going to the polls to elect MEPs
three years after voting to leave the
EU hardly bears thinking about.
There could be no more potent

Back my Brexit 
or UK will never 
leave, says May
Theresa May will make one final
push to get the House of Commons
to adopt the withdrawal agree-
ment this week, warning Brexiteer
MPs they face a lengthy extension
to the Brexit deadline if they do not
accept the deal on the table.

The British prime minister will
tell Brexiteers they have until
Thursday to support her or risk a
“collective political failure” in the
form of a “Hotel California Brexit”
where “you can check out but you
can never leave”.

As the DUP continued contacts
with senior Tory figures, Irish min-
isters refrained from commenting
on their discussions. “We are not
going to be able to help the UK or
the DUP by getting in the middle; it
would be counter-productive,” an
Irish government source said.

The DUP rejected claims by
Labour’s John McDonnell, the
shadow chancellor, that the British
government is trying to buy union-
ist support for another “meaning-
ful vote”. A spokesman said: “We
are in discussions with the govern-
ment to ensure Northern Ireland is
not separated out from the rest of
the UK as we leave the EU. Con-
trary to some reports, we are not
discussing cash. There are still
issues to be addressed.” 

Yesterday’s statement echoed
comments from Nigel Dodds, the
DUP deputy leader, as he left talks Continued on page 4 →

with Philip Hammond, the UK
chancellor of the exchequer, and
David Lidington, the Cabinet Office
minister, on Friday. Dodds insisted
the talks were not about money
and said he was meeting Ham-
mond to discuss customs arrange-
ments in Northern Ireland.

While Phil Hogan, the EU agri-
culture commissioner, has said the
European Commission remained
available to clarify any points
required, a senior source said:
“The EU is done . . . no more paper.
The EU view is that what is happen-
ing in London to try another
‘meaningful vote’ is an internal
British political matter, and any
internal UK deal can’t undermine
the withdrawal agreement.” 

May will tell Conservative MPs to
back her or risk never leaving the
EU this week after she was warned
that if her Brexit deal fails, parlia-
ment will have the power to delay
the UK’s departure indefinitely.

Advice from officials, leaked to
The Sunday Times, says if the deal
fails to pass and the prime minister
is forced to request an extension of
article 50, Britain would have to
hold EU elections and then MPs
would be able to impose limitless
delays on departure. 

Some senior Eurosceptics sig-
nalled they may swing behind the
deal. Iain Duncan Smith, the
former Tory leader, told friends
that Eurosceptics should “jump
together” if the DUP supported
the deal. 

The toddler saved by his daddy
Dipesh Gadher and Shanti Das 
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John Delaney, the executive vice-
president of the Football Associa-
tion of Ireland (FAI), spent almost
€40,000 on his work credit card in
the last six months of 2016, a Sun-
day Times investigation has found.

While Delaney was on a salary of
€360,000 as chief executive, he
used the FAI credit card to pay for
duty-free purchases at airports,
meals in his local pub in Wicklow
and to make cash withdrawals of
more than €6,000 in six months. 

Purchases on Delaney’s FAI
credit card included €400 at a Hil-
figer store, more than €500 on two
visits to an executive dry-cleaning
outfit, and a €226 bill from Thomas
Pink, a store that claims to have
perfected “the traditions and intui-
tion of English shirtmaking”.

The FAI said “no comment”
when asked about Delaney’s credit
card expenses, and about a sepa-
rate €60,000 payment made by
the association in early 2014 to a
third party labelled as “profes-
sional fees”. 

The Sunday Times also found
that, on top of Delaney’s company
credit card expenses, the FAI paid
a bill of €8,018 in December 2015 to
cover his stay at the Ritz-Carlton
hotel beside New York’s Central
Park. The hotel features sound-
proof windows and feather beds
dressed in goose-down duvets,
while guests are offered a choice of
pillows from a menu. 

He may hold a record eight all-
Ireland football medals, but Pat
Spillane doesn’t know if he still has
a place on Michael Ring’s team-
sheet. The Kerry footballer sus-
pects he may have been sent off
by the minister for rural and com-
munity development.

His telephone calls have gone
unanswered for four months as
Spillane has tried unsuccessfully to
establish if he still holds the posi-
tion of “ambassador for the action
plan for rural development”, a job
he was given two years ago.

An action plan for rural develop-
ment was launched by then tao-
iseach Enda Kenny in 2017 with a
target of creating 135,000 new

away to Moldova, Delaney
withdrew €600 in cash in three
transactions. 

The largest single charge on the
credit card in the six-month period
was a €4,474 bill from the Ritz-
Carlton five-star hotel in Dubai in
December 2016. Guests in the hotel
enjoy personalised service and
daily culinary presentations plus
access to a private beach. While in
Dubai, Delaney charged a bill of
€219 from the Madinat Jumeirah
resort and another bill of €271 at the
Asia Asia restaurant. At the same
time he paid €1,170 to “Aster Home
Care”, which appears to be a health-
care company based in Dubai. 

Delaney’s credit card bills show
that while in London he usually
stays in the Arch, an upmarket
hotel near Marylebone. From six
separate charges, the FAI has paid
€4,202 for use of this hotel.

In September, Delaney amassed
a bill of €225 from Gaucho Tower
Bridge, a restaurant known for its
Argentine steaks and stunning
views of the Thames. Delaney has
also enjoyed fine dining in Ireland
with cumulative bills of €250 from
two visits to Marco Pierre White’s

Police opened fire outside the
Ukrainian embassy in London yes-
terday after the ambassador’s car
was “deliberately rammed”.

The drama, in Holland Park’s
“Millionaire’s Row,” began after a
man in a silver Mercedes drove
into the envoy’s official vehicle.
Officers attempted to block the
vehicle, then fired shots with
Tasers and live bullets after the
Mercedes again drove into the
ambassador’s car — and also into
police — at about 10am. 

Ukrainian ambassador Natalia
Galibarenko, 40, who is married
with one son, was not present. She

is believed to live in south London.
The incident took place on the fifth
anniversary of Ukraine sustaining
its first military casualty in the war
with Russia for the Donbas region.
However, it was still not clear
whether the incident had a politi-
cal motive. Police said it was not
being treated as a terrorist attack.

No one was injured in the inci-
dent, but police said the man in the
Mercedes had been taken to hospi-
tal as a precaution. The force
added that the professional stan-
dards directorate was informed —
standard procedure when a police
firearm is discharged.

GAME OF GAME OF 
THRONESTHRONES CULTURECULTURE

SALE
GET THE SUNDAY TIMES 
AND THE TIMES IRELAND

FOR JUST €5 
A MONTH

EXCLUSIVE EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEWINTERVIEW  
WITH THE WITH THE 
WRITERS OF WRITERS OF 
THE SHOWTHE SHOW

T&Cs apply. 
See page 6 
for details

Mark Tighe Steakhouse and Grill. Another €72
was spent on two bills from “King-
fisher takeaway”. 

Delaney travelled extensively in
2016 as he campaigned success-
fully for election to Uefa’s execu-
tive committee in April 2017. He
charged more than €7,300 on his
credit card for flights in that six-
month period. There was €355
spent on duty free. He also charged
more than €2,000 in petrol station
bills, including a €66.74 purchase
in Michael Healy-Rae’s Mace shop
and garage in Kilgarvan. Last week
the Kerry TD spoke in Delaney’s
defence at an Oireachtas commit-
tee hearing into the FAI’s corporate
governance. 

Last week, the FAI refused to
answer any questions about Del-
aney’s credit card expenses or say if
he reimbursed the association any
of the charges, or if he was required
to present receipts for his expendi-
ture. The FAI responded “no com-
ment” when The Sunday Times
asked whether the association had
a policy on staff using company
credit cards to withdraw cash.

It is understood the FAI is able to
get reimbursements for tickets
Delaney purchased for Manchester
United and Celtic matches under
an arrangement with the clubs.
The former chief executive’s credit
card was used to buy more than
€2,300 worth of tickets from these
two clubs in the six-month period.

Delaney’s solicitor did not
respond to queries yesterday. 

Delaney racked up 
€40,000 spending 
on FAI credit card

As director of Waterford Foot-
ball Club in 2001, Delaney called
on then FAI chief executive
Bernard O’Byrne to stand down
pending a review of his use of an
FAI credit card. O’Byrne subse-
quently accepted an exit package
amid allegations that he used the
card for personal spending.
O’Byrne, who repaid the sums in
question, blamed the issue on an
“administrative error”.

Delaney’s FAI credit card
included 13 separate bills from
Plucks, his local pub and restau-
rant in Kilmacanogue, amounting
to a total of €563 in six months. He
also had charges of €119 from Kurt
Geiger, an upmarket British foot-
wear and accessories retailer, and
a €91 bill from Cath Kidston, a
“distinctive lifestyle brand”.

The credit card statements show
Delaney had a tendency to with-
draw cash using the FAI card in
sums ranging from €100 to €250.
In just over 40 cash withdrawals in
six months, Delaney withdrew
more than €6,180. These with-
drawals incurred bank charges of
more than €115 for the FAI.

On July 21, 2016, Delaney with-
drew €200 and €150 from the
Topaz garage in Kilmacanogue. On
the same date, the credit card was
used to withdraw the sterling
equivalent of €265 in Terminal 2 of
Heathrow. On October 7, the day
after Ireland won a home World
Cup qualifier against Georgia and
two days before the team played

FOOTBALL FURORE
Case recalls banana republic 
Justine McCarthy, page 12
Will Delaney’s blanket defence 
see him through? 
News Review, page 17

after the letter was written last
December. The Paris attacks of
2015, in which 130 people died, are
cited as a model for future “special
operations”.

The cells will plan “special
operations” with a “determined
goal and outcome that are picked
carefully”.

The documents — on a hard
drive found by Western-backed
forces in Syria after a firefight with
an Isis cell — provide alarming
insights into how the terror group
continues to operate and plot
future operations even as its cali-
phate is destroyed.

Isis plans to copy Paris atrocity 
with fresh carnage, page 9 

Stephen O’Brien Political Editor 

Spillane: has Ring benched me? 
jobs, increasing overseas visitors
by 12%, and assisting 4,000 pro-
jects in rural communities to boost
economic development and tackle
social exclusion.

Spillane was asked to serve as an
“ambassador” for the plan, linking
government with rural communi-
ties. First his fee for the job was cut
from €20,000 in 2017 to €10,000
in 2018, and he has had no contact
with Ring or his senior staff since
last year. The action plan monitor-
ing committee has not met since
December, Spillane has revealed.

“I have heard absolutely noth-
ing despite leaving messages for
Mr Ring, his secretary and various
officials in his department,” said
the former Kerry star yesterday.
“The first week of December was

the last time I met Michael Ring
and I haven’t been able to reach
him since.” In a direct challenge to
the minister, Spillane added: “Just
tell me whether you want me or
you don’t want me. At least show
me that level of respect.”

Michael Collins, an independent
TD for Cork South-West, failed
to solve the diplomatic mystery in
the Dail last week. He told Simon
Coveney, the tanaiste, that he
believed Spillane had been
“removed” from his position.

“Simon Coveney didn’t even
answer my question directly; Leo
Varadkar and this government has
no interest in rural Ireland,” said
Collins yesterday. “Pat Spillane
was a clear and honest voice for the
Continued on page 2 →

NEWMAN’S 
VIEW

Detailed plans for terrorist attacks
in Europe, funded and controlled
by Isis leaders, are exposed in a
trove of chilling documents seen
by The Sunday Times. 

Correspondence from Isis offi-
cials in Syria to the group’s leader-
ship reveals the reach and sophisti-
cation of international networks,
facilitating the movement of fight-
ers over borders, funding opera-
tions, and planning an array of
attacks including robberies, vehi-
cle ramming and assassinations. 

They include plans for an attack
on a high-speed train in Germany —
where an incident occurred days

Louise Callaghan
Middle East Correspondent 

Isis terror plans uncovered

Galibarenko: ambassador is 
married with one son

ENVOY’S CAR ATTACKED IN LONDON

Police detain a suspect in Holland Park, west London, yesterday after opening fire to halt a Mercedes

EMMA SLATTER
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