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VARDY IN A
BAD SPOT

CRAZED HAWE’S SUICIDE NOTE

KILLER DAD’S 
FINAL WORDS

HORRIFIC DEATHS: 
Alan Hawe who 
murdered (from left) 
his wife Clodagh and 
kids Liam (13), Niall 
(11) and Ryan (six)

■ ‘I suffer from psychosis’
■ ‘Sorry for how I murdered 
them all..was no other way’

■ ‘Believe me that on 
this day Clodagh and the 

boys were happy’
■ ‘Cremate me and 

dump my ashes in sea’

EXCLUSIVE: PAGES 2,3,4&5
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HAWE HOUSE OF 

● asks to be cremated — 
and his ashes to be 
dumped in the sea, 
and

● did not want to 
be buried as a 
Catholic.

Two notes written 
by Hawe (40) were 
found in the fam-
ily home in the 
aftermath of his 
shocking mur-
ders of his 
family.

The notes’ 
contents were not 
read out or revealed at 
the inquests into the 
killings and his suicide 
held at the courthouse 
in Cavan Town on 
Monday and 
yesterday.

The jury hear-
ing the 
inquests 
yester-

day ruled that 
Clodagh (39), 

Liam (13), Niall 
(11) and Ryan 
(6) were all 
murdered, 
while Hawe 
took his 
own life.

Speaking 
after the 
inquests, a 
solicitor 
for 
Clodagh’s 

mother 
Mary Coll 
and sister 
Jacqueline 

Connolly said 
the murders 

were premeditat-
ed, and aimed at 
ensuring none of 
his victims would 
survive.

The inquests 
heard that it 

is likely 
Hawe 

attacked Clodagh and Liam first 
as they would offer more resist-
ance — before turning to the two 
youngest boys.

He also cut at the boys’ necks 
so they could not shout out for 
help.

Sources say gardai who exam-
ined two letters found in the 
house after the brutal murders, 
one of which ran to five pages,  
later concluded that Hawe wrote 
them after he had savagely 
butchered his own family — 
before taking his own life.

Rambling
One of them was blood-stained, 

and in it he made reference to 
what he had just done, the Garda 
sources confirmed.

The sources revealed that the 
writings in the letters were 
rambling, and consisted of a 
series of disjointed sentences 
rather than a coherent statement.

The Star can today reveal key 
elements of his letters, which 
appear to be a rambling apology 
for the horrific crimes he had 
just committed.

He opens his longer letter by 
naming key relations in both his 
family and that of Clodagh and 
telling them: “I’m sorry for how 

ALAN Hawe apologised 
for killing his family in a 
note he wrote after 
callously butchering them 
— but said he had no other 
choice, it can be revealed 
today.

“I’m sorry for how I murdered 
them all but I had no other way,” 
he said in a blood-stained note 
found in the family home in 
Barconey, Ballyjamesduff, Co 
Cavan on August 29 last year.

He had killed his wife Clodagh 
and sons Liam, Niall and Ryan 
on August 29, 2016.

Psychosis
And in the note, details of 

which have been obtained by 
The Star following the inquests 
into the murders of the family in 
which Hawe stabbed and hacked 
his defenceless victims to death, 
the schoolteacher turned killer 
also:

● Says he did not want to leave 
his three boys as orphans;

● writes that he feels he is suf-
fering from a form of psychosis;

● claims his victims were 
“happy” on the day of their 
deaths, before he murdered 
them;

NOTE LAYS BARE KILLER DAD’S 
‘PSYCHOSIS’ AND INNER TURMOIL

‘I’M SORRY 
FOR HOW I 
MURDERED 
THEM ALL’

REPORTS FROM CAVAN

By Michael  
O’TOOLE

BUTCHERED HIS FAMILY: Hawe

TODAY’S OUTLOOK

WORLD YESTERDAY

Summary: Overcast and drizzly, mild
After a misty start it will be 

overcast and dull with outbreaks of drizzle and rain 
likely. A light and variable wind. High 10C

NORTHWEST COAST

It is set to be wet with rain 
and drizzle, mostly quite light. A moderate south-
westerly wind. Mild for December. High 13C

SOUTHWEST COAST

After a misty start it will be a 
dull and overcast day with some patchy drizzle later. 
A gentle south-westerly breeze. High 13C

SOUTH CENTRAL

It will be a dull and overcast 
day with possible outbreaks of rain, more likely in the 
evening. A light south-westerly wind. High 13C

EAST COAST

After a misty start it will be 
overcast and dull with outbreaks of drizzle and rain 
likely. A light and variable wind. High 12C

NORTH CENTRAL

Today it will be a dull and 
overcast day, with outbreaks of drizzle  and rain 
likely. Light westerly winds. Feelingmild. High 12C

NORTHERN IRELAND

BALLYHAISE 12  
BELMULLET 11  
CLAREMORRIS 12  
CORK AIRPORT 10  
DUBLIN AIRPORT 11  
JOHNSTOWN CASTLE 10  
KNOCK AIRPORT 11  
MALIN HEAD 12  
MULLINGAR 11  
ROCHES POINT 10  
SHANNON AIRPORT 13  
VALENTIA 12

Sun rises 8.37am
Sun sets 4.07pm
Moon rises 9.55am
Moon sets 6.24pm

YESTERDAY’S EXTREMES
Warmest Shannon 14C
Coldest Dublin 4C

Amsterdam .   . . Cloudy    7  45
Athens . . . . .   . Fair  11  52
Barcelona. . . . . Sunny  10  50
Berlin . . . . . .  Sleet    2  36
Budapest . . . . . Sunny    0  32
Cairo. . . . . . .  Fair  22  72
Cape Town. .   . . Sunny  22  72
Casablanca .   . . Sunny  17  63
Corfu . . . . . .   . Sunny  10  50
Dublin . . . . . .  Cloudy  11  52
Dubrovnik. . . . . Sunny    7  45
Faro . . . . . . .  Sunny  16  61
Florence . . . .   . Sunny    6  43
Gibraltar . . . .  Sunny  17  63
Guernsey . . . . . Fair  10  50
Hong Kong. .  . . Sunny  15  59
Istanbul. . . . .  Shwrs    8  46
Jersey. . . . . .   . Sunny    8  46
Larnaca . . . . . . Sunny  20  68
Las Palmas .   . . Fair  20  68
Los Angeles.   . . Sunny  21  70
Luxor . . . . . .   . Sunny  26  79
Malaga . . . . .  Sunny  17  63
Mallorca . . . .  Rain  14  57
Malta . . . . . .   . Sunny  14  57
Melbourne . . . . Fair  33  91
Miami . . . . . .  Cloudy  26  79
Moscow . . . .   . Rain    0  32

IRELAND YESTERDAY  (C)
 C   F

THREE-DAY FORECAST

THURSDAY

Cloudy with 
patches of 
light rain

Dull and cloudy, 
some drizzle

Dull and cloudy, 
some drizzle

Wind speed in 
miles per hour

FOR THE LATEST WEATHER UPDATES:
Call 
1550 999905
Calls cost 60c per min.
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service.  Texts cost 60c per 
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The Irish Daily Star, Independent House, 
27-32 Talbot Street, Dublin 1 

Phone: (01) 499 3458.  Email: news@thestar.ie
Text: star followed by your story to 50123

twitter: @isfearranstar

Contact us...
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HORRORS EXCLUSIVE

I murdered them all but I had no 
other way.

“I had to do this, I can’t leave 
the boys orphans. I couldn’t just 
up and leave them.”

He then adds: “Please believe 
me that on this day Clodagh and 
the boys were happy.”

But Hawe, a native of Co  
Kilkenny who worked as a teach-
er in Ballyjamesduff, appears to 
justify why he had carried out 
the sickening murders.

He writes: “I have wanted to kill 
myself for a long time now and I 
just could not bear the thought of 
leaving my mess and the anger 
and rejection that Clodagh and 
the boys would have to live with 
forever.

“I didn’t want them to be 
thought of less than by people 
just because of the way their 
father was.”

Hawe then appears to write 
about his mental health issues, 
saying: “All the good stuff we 
did I was really into, but I think 
there was some psychosis in me 
that I really enjoyed it and the 

next moment I was the complete 
opposite.

“Although to many I was so 
nice to them, but they never 
knew the real me.”

Hawe ends his note by 
saying: “God bless 
you all, don’t give 
up on life because 
of me.

“Be good to 
your families.

“I am sorry 
for all of 
this.

“Please 
cremate me 
and dump 
me in the 
sea.

“Do not 
bury me 
with the 
family or as a 
Catholic.”

Hawe was 
buried with his 
family in Co 
Cavan, but earlier 
this year, his 

remains were exhumed and 
were cremated.

It was unclear last night if his 
ashes had been dumped in the 

sea.
Sources also said that 

Hawe made reference 
to being what he 

said was a “shite 
teacher”.

And he also 
said that he 
feared he 
may have 
viewed por-
nography on 
his comput-
ers, despite 
having 
installed 
filters to 
guard 
against it.
Yesterday’s 

inquests heard 
evidence from 

forensic psychia-
trist Professor 
Harry Kennedy 
that Hawe had 

been troubled by anxieties about 
his physical health since 2008 — 
anxieties that developed into a 
series of severe and pervasive 
preoccupations.

Prof Kennedy told the inquests: 
“Counselling notes between 
March and June last year indi-
cate that Alan Hawe was trou-
bled. There is no evidence of 
alcohol or substance misuse prior 
to or at the time of the deaths.

Symptoms
“In my opinion it is much more 

likely than not that at the mate-
rial time Alan Hawe had pro-
gressed from long-standing 
depressive illness with anxiety 
and somatic concerns to a severe 
depressive episode with psychot-
ic symptoms.”

The Star has also learned that 
gardai checked several computers 
linked to Hawe and found no 
evidence of any pornography 
being accessed.

And officers could also find no 
evidence to back up speculation 
that Hawe had become involved 
sexually with a young woman.

CLODAGH’S FAMILY BLASTS KILLER FATHER’S ‘SAVAGERY’: PAGES 4&5

CRAZED HAWE SAID HE KNIFED HELPLESS 
SONS SO THEY WOULDN’T BE LEFT ORPHANS

MOURNING: 
Family burial in 
September last 

year in Co Cavan

GRIM TASK: 
Gardai at scene 
of the murders in 
the family home

NO SIGN: Clodagh Hawe 
with sons Niall (11), Liam (13) 
and Ryan (6) on a family 
holiday in July 2016 in Venice 
— photo taken by Alan Hawe

TROUBLED: Clodagh and Alan Hawe

COUNSELLING NOTES: 
Professor Harry Kennedy

SUPPORT SERVICES NUMBERS 
● Call 999 in a crisis;
● Your GP will refer you to HSE services;
● Samaritans on 116 123 or text 087 260 9090 
or samaritans.org;
● Pieta House on 1800 247 247;
● Childline on 1800 66 66 66 or text ‘support’ to 
50101 (available 10am-4am daily);
● Women’s Aid on 1800 341 900.




