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the full reopening date, one senior
government figure said: “There is
nervousness now around the
length of any delay to full reopen-
ing, and we need to make sure in
our dealings with public health
officials that it is a very brief pause
to allow the over-60s to get their
second dose of AstraZeneca.”

Another government figure said
there appeared to be “an unstop-
pable juggernaut” heading for a
delay in the July 5 return of indoor
hospitality. In Britain, a general
easing of lockdown restrictions has
already been delayed by four
weeks to July 19 to give the NHS
time to have two thirds of the adult
population fully vaccinated. The
UK hopes every adult over 18 will
have got their first dose by then.

Paul Reid, the HSE chief execu-
tive, said yesterday that more than
40 per cent of adults had now been
fully vaccinated with another
26 per cent getting their first shot,
while almost four million doses of
vaccine had been administered. 

Government sources were cau-
tious last week in making any pre-
dictions as to what advice Niac
might give around viral vector vac-
cines to adults under 50, but the
guidelines published on May 25 set
out some circumstances in which
they could be used below that age.

Niac said: “Healthy people aged
40-49 years may choose to avail of
[AZ] provided they have made an
informed decision  . . . based on
their understanding of the risk of
developing thrombosis.

“When Covid-19 rates are high
or increasing and/or the availabil-
ity of mRNA vaccines is limited,

[AZ] may be recommended for
those aged 18-49 years.”

Leo Varadkar, the tanaiste, said
on Wednesday: “We may, over the
course of the next couple of weeks,
have hundreds of thousands of
excess AZ vaccines and it would be
a shame not to use them, so there is
some engagement ongoing with
Niac now as to whether we could
offer those excess vaccines in June
and July to people in those younger
cohorts.”

A government source said yes-
terday: “The best estimate we have
is that about 600,000 doses of AZ
are expected across the month of
July. That is very much dependent
on avoiding the kind of production
difficulties they have experienced
in the past and you could even see
a huge batch landing on the very
last day of the month.

“Just over 200,000 of those are
needed for second doses, so that
could leave 400,000 doses availa-
ble at the end of July and into early
August with no arms to put them
into unless the guidelines change.”

The National Public Health
Emergency Team is to meet on
Wednesday to make recommenda-
tions to the Cabinet subcommittee
on Covid-19 later that day, followed
by a cabinet meeting on Thursday
which is expected to postpone the
hospitality reopening.

It is not clear if Niac will have
concluded its engagement with Dr
Tony Holohan, the chief medical
officer, before Wednesday. Holo-
han has sought fresh guidance on
the issue of age suitability for AZ
and Janssen in the context of the
fresh threat from the Delta variant.

Under-50s ruling 
lets 400,000 AZ 
jabs go to waste

Gardai who 
cancelled 
emergency 
calls still on 
phone lines

Gardai who cancelled thousands of
emergency calls without explana-
tion are still answering 999 calls
from members of the public in
need of help. Garda headquarters
has not transferred any officers or
garda staff implicated in the
emerging 999 call scandal from
their positions.

Drew Harris and his manage-
ment team admitted, when he
appeared before the Policing
Authority last Thursday, that
22,595 calls made to the emer-
gency services between 2019 and
2020 had been cancelled. 

The garda commissioner also
formally acknowledged that an
internal investigation was examin-
ing 3,120 calls related to reports of
domestic violence from children,
women and vulnerable people. 

The force has yet to examine the
remaining 19,475 calls it received
about burglaries, assaults and
other offences, which were also
cancelled. This examination is
expected to uncover systematic
policing failures which are likely to
bring more pressure on Harris and
his senior management team.

The force last week insisted it
had, to date, not found any evi-
dence to show that victims were
adversely affected by the cancella-
tions but this has been challenged
by opposition politicians. 

“If a person is in danger, and
they call 999 and the gardai fail to
show, how are they not being
impacted?” said Martin Kenny, the
Sinn Fein justice spokesman. “The
people involved in this need to be
held accountable. How can they
just be left in their positions?”

During his appearance before
the authority, Harris said that the

John Mooney 

UP IN ARMS OVER MATERNITY HOSPITAL

Stephen O’Brien Political Editor 

The state could be left with up to
400,000 doses of the AstraZeneca
(AZ) vaccine that it cannot use by
the end of July if the National
Immunisation Advisory Commit-
tee (Niac) does not change its
advice against giving the Oxford-
created jab to the under-50s, gov-
ernment sources have said.

The news came as ministers
resigned themselves to a delay of at
least two weeks to the reopening of
indoor hospitality, with one senior
government source saying the
challenge now was to ensure the
full return date for pubs and res-
taurants did not slip past July 19.

Senior sources said other
changes on July 5 were unlikely to
be affected, such as the return of
communion and confirmation cer-
emonies in churches, the number
of guests at a wedding increasing
from 25 to 50, and the doubling of
crowd numbers at club soccer and
GAA matches from 100 to 200. 

The Sunday Times has learnt
that while the HSE is due to get an
estimated 600,000 doses of AZ by
the end of next month, it will need
only 200,000 shots to finish inocu-
lating the cohort of people aged
60-69 by the week of July 19.

If Niac has not revised its guide-
lines on restricting viral vector
vaccines (AZ and Janssen) to those
over 50, it would be a setback to
the pace of the vaccination pro-
gramme as the volume of mRNA
vaccine deliveries (Pfizer and Mod-
erna) is set to fall off next month.

As publicans and restaurateurs
continued to call for certainty over

MARK DOYLE

The academic and broadcaster Aoibhinn Ní Shúilleabháin and her baby joined a protest outside the 
Dail yesterday against any religious control of the new National Maternity Hospital. Full story, page 2Continued on page 2 →
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Hancock quits British cabinet
investigation over whether he
broke the law by kissing and
fondling his adviser Gina Coladan-
gelo, who like him is married and
has three children, while the
public were banned from hugging
people outside their households.

Sajid Javid, the former chancel-
lor, was appointed as Hancock’s
replacement. He is an ally of Carrie
Johnson, the prime minister’s wife.

In a video statement last night
Hancock admitted his behaviour
had undermined the government’s
power to enforce Covid restric-
tions. “I understand the enormous
Continued on page 2 →

people left hotels without
authorisation.

Catherine Murphy, the Social
Democrats TD and co-leader, said
it was “surprising” so many people
were able to bypass security proto-
cols put in place to ensure people
travelling from high-risk countries
went into quarantine before there
was a chance they could spread
variants of concern.

She called on the government to
review the MHQ system, including
its security arrangements, and to
look at how other countries dealt
with the issue.

“This defeats the whole purpose

of the system if people are just able
to walk out the door,” Murphy said.
“MHQ was not designed to punish
or incarcerate people but was
brought in for sound safety
reasons. It is disappointing that a
small percentage of people from
high-risk areas have not abided by
the rules.”

The Dail recently passed legisla-
tion extending the MHQ system
until at least July 31. “This is a race
against the Delta variant,” Murphy
said. “We have to contain it while
the vaccinations are progressing
and MHQ is meant to be a key part
of the containment strategy. By

Mark Tighe 

Red list travellers flee from quarantine 
The Department of Health has
been notified of 75 cases where
people have absconded from quar-
antine hotels after travelling from
red list countries with high rates of
Covid-19 or variants of concern.

Only 24 of those people
returned to the mandatory hotel
quarantine (MHQ) system “volun-
tarily” after gardai intervened. 

Sources in the MHQ system said
while there had been a small num-
ber of escapes from hotels each
week since it started on March 26,
in the past week more than a dozen

keeping the variant down we are
keeping people safe and allowing
the return of more freedoms. If
people are just walking out the
door, it’s worrying.” 

Hotel sources say there has been
a problem with people who have
travelled to Turkey for cosmetic
surgery, dental work or gastric
band insertions refusing to comply
with the rules, with many travel-
lers using similar stories about feel-
ing “suicidal” when pleading for
permission to leave quarantine
early on compassionate grounds. 

The number of appeals lodged
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Matt Hancock resigned from the
British government last night after
damaging details of his conduct in
the affair with his aide were
revealed.

The UK health secretary quit
after fellow cabinet ministers and
MPs said his position was untena-
ble and friends told him it was the
only way to save his political career.

Hancock told Boris Johnson, the
British prime minister, that he was
resigning after he was informed he
was facing the prospect of a police
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cases, with lack of evidence being the
most common reason.

The figures show a decision to prose-
cute on indictment — a trial in the Circuit,
Central or Special Criminal Courts — was
made in 32% of cases and a decision for
summary disposal by prosecution at
District Court level in 29% of cases.

The report shows that Limerick had
the highest per capita rate of prosecu-
tions for serious crime in 2019, with
1.37 cases per 1,000 population, followed
by Longford (1.34), Louth (1.31) and
Dublin (1.09).

Offaly had the lowest rate with prose-
cutions on indictment in 0.36 cases per
1,000 population, followed by Meath
(0.38) and Leitrim (0.42). The national
average was 0.8. 

The latest figures on the outcome of
cases involving serious crime prosecuted
by the DPP relate to 2018. These show
that 96% of finalised cases resulted in a
conviction, with 94% coming following a
guilty plea and 2% on conviction after a
trial by jury. 

In cases finalised at the Central Crimi-
nal Court, which deals with murder and

rape charges, 81% of cases resulted in a
conviction in 2018. At Circuit Court level,
97% of cases dealt with in 2018 ended
with a conviction. 

Cases finalised before the Circuit Court
in several counties recorded a conviction
rate of 100% in 2018 including Clare,
Kerry, Limerick, Longford, Meath, Mona-
ghan, Roscommon and Wicklow.

All 13 cases which were prosecuted in
the Special Criminal Court in 2018
resulted in a conviction. 

The figures show the DPP paid out just
over €16.8m in fees to barristers last year.

The Criminal 
Courts of Justice 
in Dublin, above; 
DPP Claire 
Loftus, right
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exercise has commenced in 
respect of the closure of 
999-generated CAD calls, 
with particular reference to 
incidents classified as 
‘cancelled’, to inform and 
ensure the integrity and 
accuracy of An Garda 
Siochana’s regional control 
room strategy,” he said.

CAD incidents can be 
cancelled if several calls 
relate to the same incident or 
in cases where an alarm 
company reports a false alert. 
However, the level of 
cancellations being 
discovered may have an 
impact on the accuracy of 
crime statistics. 

Catherine Murphy, the 
justice spokeswoman for the 

been discovered at the 
command and control centre 
on Murrough Road in Galway. 
Security sources believe 
further problems are likely to 
emerge when audits are 
carried out at the two 
remaining command and 
control centres in Cork and 
Waterford.

Force management has 
now introduced new rules to 
prevent staff at command and 

control centres from 
cancelling call responses 
without first obtaining 
permission from a supervisor.

Senior gardai are 
concerned about what 
became of 999 calls reporting 
domestic violence which 
were cancelled on the CAD 
system. Such incidents are 
usually referred to specially 
trained officers to do follow-
up inquiries and offer 
support services to victims. 

A garda spokesman 
yesterday said the scoping 
exercise was at an early stage 
and specific details were not 
being provided at this time. 
“As part of ongoing 
governance of the regional 
control centres, a scoping 

→ Continued from page 1

Thousands
of 999 calls 
‘cancelled’

Social Democrats, said the 
issue would further erode 
public confidence in the 
force. 

“When someone calls 999
and seeks help from the 
gardai it is because they are 
worried that a crime is under 
way, or they are in fear for 
their lives. The justice 
minister needs to establish 
the scale of this problem and 
make a statement on it. The 
garda commissioner also 
needs to make a statement,” 
Murphy said. “I am 
astonished by this but we 
have all heard stories about 
how gardai never show up 
when called. This might 
explain what’s happening.”
@johnmooneyst

True level of 
PUP fraud 
‘is unknown’

numbers. The money was 
deposited in local bank 
accounts but transferred to 
accounts in foreign countries. 
In another case, a Dublin 
man was found to be claiming 
25 separate PUP payments, 
earning him over €56,000. 

“The full extent of the 
fraud in the PUP system is 
really unknown. New cases 
are being discovered each 
day, some by accident,” said a 
senior garda, who noted that 
one suspect was caught after 
using a PPS number assigned 
to a midlands garda officer.
There were a further 13 
deaths in the Republic from 
Covid yesterday, with 456 
new cases, although some 
relate to previous days and 
were not counted because of 
a technical issue. 
@johnmooneyst 

→ Continued from page 1

Irish border could still 
stand in way of Brexit deal
latitude to retaliate if a UK 
company or sector obtains a 
state-aided competitive 
advantage. 

The EU is insisting on a 
variety of hit-back options 
including tariffs on other 
industries. 

British sources are briefing
that the EU wants 10 years’ 
access to UK fishing waters, 
while Irish sources say Britain 
is insisting on an annual 
renewal system to allow EU 
boats to enter their waters, 
which would be intolerably 
unpredictable for their 
fishing fleets.

Jean-Yves Le Drian, 
France’s Europe minister, 
suggested his country could 
veto a deal if it was not 
satisfied.

However, Belgian MEP 
Philippe Lamberts said the 

fishing issue had been 
“overdone” by both the UK 
and France. He said: “We 
should cut it down to size. It 
should not be allowed to 
derail a good deal.”

An EU council meeting 
on Thursday and Friday is 
seen as an effective 
deadline. 

According to an Irish 
official: “The most optimistic 
scenario is that a deal will be 
put together tomorrow and 
the UK will drop the Internal 
Market Bill. 

“At its meeting on 
Thursday, the council would 
then sign off on it. 

“That is a possibility but 
it is also possible that one or 
two countries may have 
problems [with what was 
agreed] and there may be 
further negotiation.

“The ratification
timetable is now extremely 
challenging. If it goes beyond 
Thursday, it is extremely 
unlikely the EU could ratify it 
in time.” 

The British government’s
EU (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Act prohibits any extension to 
the transition period beyond 
the end of 2020.

Lamberts: fishing overdone

→ Continued from page 1

The director of public prosections (DPP)
last year refused one in eight requests by
victims of crime for an explanation as to
why their case was not pursued.

According to new figures published by
the DPP’s office, 81 out of 644 requests
were denied and a decision on a further
five applications is pending. The refusal
rate of 12.5% in 2019 compares with a rate
of 8%-9% over the previous two years.

Claire Loftus, the DPP, said requests
could be refused when giving a reason
might prejudice a future court case, or
when they related to decisions made
prior to November 16, 2015, when an
EU directive on a victim’s right to a
summary of reasons not to prosecute
came into effect.

Sexual offences accounted for the
most number of requests for a reason not
to prosecute last year — approximately
43% of all cases. Offences relating to
assault and theft/fraud accounted for the
bulk of the remainder.

Last year a total of 207 victims sought a
formal review of the decision not to
prosecute their case, but only five were
successful in having the decision
reversed. The reviews are conducted
by lawyers not involved in the original
decision.

In her latest annual report, Loftus said
it was planned that all sexual offences
prosecuted in the Central Criminal Court
and almost all categories of sexual offen-
ces in the Dublin Circuit Court would be
managed by a new unit in her office,
which is expected to be in place by the
end of the year.

“The need for a dedicated unit to deal
with sexual offences is greater than ever,
as this year we continue to see a signifi-
cant rise in sexual offence files submitted
to the office,” Loftus said.

The DPP said files for all types of offen-
ces submitted for directions in 2020 were
currently up 23% on last year.

The annual report shows the number
of prosecution files received by the DPP
increased by 5% last year to 15,590 — the
highest annual total since 2010. A deci-
sion not to prosecute was taken in 36% of

Fewer crime victims given 
reason case was dropped
DPP Claire Loftus 
says many reasons 
behind decisions 
not to prosecute
Seán McCárthaigh 

Several judges put in 
bids for court post 
handed to Morrissey

Mary Morrissey, a judge 
appointed to the Circuit 
Court in July, was one of 
several candidates approved 
for the post by the Judicial 
Appointments Advisory 
Board ( JAAB), but the only 
name brought to cabinet 
by the justice minister 
Helen McEntee.

Yesterday the taoiseach 
Micheál Martin and Eamon 
Ryan, leader of the Green 
Party, would not disclose 
whether they discussed the 
merits of the other 
candidates approved 
by the JAAB. However, Ryan 
repeated that his party was 
not happy with the judicial 
appointments process.

Several District Court 
judges also applied for the 
vacancy on the Circuit Court 
bench that was filled by 
Morrissey, a solicitor who 
once worked in a law firm 
with Charlie Flanagan, the 
previous Fine Gael minister 
for justice. Last week The 
Sunday Times revealed that 
Morrissey canvassed for a 
Fine Gael councillor in the 
local elections in 2019.

The Sunday Times has 
learnt that at least three 
candidates for the post were 
approved by the JAAB, but 
McEntee brought only one 
name to cabinet. She has 
declined to say whether she 
discussed the other names 
with the taoiseach and Ryan 
or with Leo Varadkar, the 
tanaiste and leader of Fine 
Gael. “Discussions between 
ministers are confidential,” 
McEntee said.

The taoiseach would not 
comment on whether he was 
aware the JAAB had approved 
more than one candidate. A 
government spokesman said: 
“The minister for justice 
recommended Mary 
Morrissey and the cabinet 
agreed. The normal process 
was followed and she 
informed the taoiseach.”

Ryan said: “We will not be
commenting on the detail of 
previous individual judicial 
appointments, but we 

previously made clear we 
were not happy with the 
current process and expect 
there will be changes in how 
all future appointments are 
considered.”

In an interview with The 
Sunday Times last month, 
Ryan said: “There needs to be 
full transparency within 
government . . . a mechanism 
[by] which each party has 
clear sight of all potential 
applicants. That has to be 
done on a really confidential 
basis . . . but it does have to be 
fully shared. And I think Fine 
Gael accepts that.”

In a debate on November
26 on the appointment of 
judge Séamus Woulfe to the 
Supreme Court, McEntee told 
the Dail she had an informal 
conversation with Varadkar 
in advance. “He informed me 
that there was a vacancy and 
that Séamus Woulfe had 
come through that process.
I informed him that I was 
already aware of that. He also 
informed me or gave a view, 
I suppose, that he thought 
Séamus Woulfe would be a 
good judge,” she said. “I did 
not make a decision then 
because at that stage I did not 
have all the other names.”

McEntee said she looked “at
the JAAB recommendation” 
and considered the names 
that came through the 
expressions-of-interest 
process, all of sitting judges. 
“Following that process, I 
spoke to all the [party] 
leaders, as I have outlined in 
the timeframe and, based on 
their responses, I made a 
recommendation,” she said.

McEntee did not respond
to a question from Mattie 
McGrath, an independent TD 
for Tipperary, who asked: 
“What process was followed 
in respect of the other judges 
appointed on the same day as 
Woulfe? From where did the 
minister get her advice on 
these other appointments? 
Did she consult the taoiseach, 
Eamon Ryan, Varadkar or 
the previous minister, 
Flanagan, with regard to 
these appointments?

“A blind man could see 
what is going on here.” 

Figures 
show 81 
out of 
644 
requests 
were 
denied

Stephen O’Brien
Political Editor 
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Lagan 
Valley is no 
longer the 
impenetrable 
DUP citadel 
it once was

The British government has sought to
allay unionist fears over the proposed
new cultural legislation that will protect
the Irish language. 

While the DUP ponders its next move
after Edwin Poots was toppled from its
leadership last Thursday, government
sources stressed that the proposed new
law, to be tabled in Westminster this
autumn if Stormont does not act first, is
not a standalone Irish Language Act. 

They dismissed unionist fears about
the act, which had been a core demand of
Sinn Fein in return for supporting Paul
Givan’s nomination as first minister at
Stormont.

The government source stressed that
there would be no quotas in terms of jobs
for Irish speakers, no compulsory teach-
ing of Irish, and no mandatory changes to
road signs to make them bilingual like
they are in Scotland and Wales.

The watchdog 
is using a 
“crime/fraud 
exception” to 
access emails 
sent by John 
Delaney, left, 
which had 
previously 
been tagged 
as legally 
privileged

board of SVHG saying they 
were not interested in 
discussing the sale of that 
site. We are. If SVHG or the 
Sisters of Charity are willing 
to talk about the sale of that 
land, we’re willing to buy.” 

The tanaiste said he was 
optimistic about the outcome.
“I do think it will be fine in the 
end but it’s not true to say it 
has been fine all along. That’s 
why this matter has not been 
concluded, even though we 
secured planning permission 
three or four years ago.”

A spokeswoman for SVHG
said: “At no stage was any 
proposal or approach to sell 
the land received or 
considered by [our] board.”

The three government 
party leaders will decide 
tomorrow if their TDs will 
support a motion being tabled 
in the Dail by the Social 
Democrats on Wednesday 
calling on the government to 
ensure the hospital is owned 
and governed by the state. 
Róisín Shortall, a co-leader of 
the Social Democrats, said 
the best outcome would be if 
the state could buy the site or 
get it as a gift from the nuns.

A spokeswoman for the 
Religious Sisters of Charity 
had no comment to make. The 
nuns announced in 2017 that 
they were withdrawing from 
the hospital project, and they 
stepped down from the board 
of SVHG. They said they 
would transfer their 100 per 
cent shareholding in SVHG 
into a newly created company 
with charitable status called 
St Vincent’s Holdings. This 
company now owns SVHG.

Sources involved in the 
stand-off say that the 
government is concerned 
about commercial aspects of 
the deal and is aware that 
Bank of Ireland and Ulster 
Bank previously acquired 
charges on the St Vincent’s 
University Hospital when it 
was used as collateral to fund 
a €190 million private 
hospital in the grounds. 

As part of the hospital 

relocation agreement with the 
state, €50 million in public 
funds is being spent on the 
construction of a pharmacy 
and car park on the campus. 
The car park remains in the 
ownership of the nuns.

“In 2017, the Religious 
Sisters of Charity took the 
decision to end our 
involvement in SVHG,” the 
nuns said last week. “In 2020, 
we announced our intention 
to gift to the Irish people 
29 acres of land at the St 
Vincent’s Hospital site and 
3.2 acres of land at St 
Michael’s Hospital, Dun 
Laoghaire. The value of those 
lands is approximately 
€200 million. The ownership 
of the SVHG, which owns the 
lands, will be transferred by 
the Religious Sisters of 
Charity to the new 
independent charity, St 
Vincent’s Holdings.

“[We] own one building on
the St Vincent’s Hospital site 
which is and will remain 
leased to SVHG. This will 
provide income for the work 
of the [nuns] and the care of 
our elderly sisters.”

Peter Boylan, a former 
master of the NMH and a 
campaigner against the 
relocation to a religious-
owned site, has urged the 
government to deal directly 
with the Vatican. “The state is 
going to have to engage with 
the Vatican to get this over 
the line because, if they 
don’t, the Vatican can step in 
and take ownership,” Boylan 
said. “Micheál Martin is a 
brave and honourable man. 
He needs to be brave now and 
talk to the Vatican. If it’s 
possible to buy the site and 
the Vatican approves, that 
would be great. If it’s not 
possible, then we need to 
look at plan B.”

Asked if the nuns would 
need Vatican permission to 
sell the land to the state, a 
spokesman for Dermot 
Farrell, the archbishop of 
Dublin and NMH chairman, 
said he could not comment. 

999 calls by Travellers going 
unanswered. “This doesn’t 
come as a surprise to me,” he 
said. “Travellers are either 
overpoliced or not policed at 
all. Neither is acceptable.”

Martin Kenny, the Sinn 
Fein justice spokesman, said 
those responsible had to be 

Instead there would be two language
commissioners — one for Irish and one
for Ulster Scots — along with an Office of
Identity and Cultural Expression.

Jeffrey Donaldson is set to succeed
Poots as DUP leader, with party sources
predicting that he will be unopposed. It is
not clear what the DUP’s strategy will be
regarding the continuation of the power-
sharing executive, however. 

It is expected that Givan will be asked
to stand down as first minister once a new
leader is elected, but there is no indica-
tion yet whether the party will propose
someone else in order to keep the
devolved administration afloat. 

The British government source said
that Brandon Lewis, the secretary of state
for Northern Ireland, would “remain
faithful” to the agreed legislation, which
Poots backed before an internal party
rebellion forced him to resign. 

The UK government is hoping for a
“smooth transition” of power within the
DUP but says there are no plans to reopen
the negotiations that led to its commit-
ment to introduce cultural-language leg-
islation. Westminster will impose the
legislation if the Stormont parties fail to
resolve the issue. 

Relations between Lewis and the
DUP are said to be fraught. It emerged
yesterday that the secretary of state
met a DUP delegation at Westminster on

Wednesday just before he flew to
Belfast. DUP sources said that Lewis
was told by Donaldson and Nigel Dodds
that he should avoid “going over the
heads of the devolved assembly” by
imposing cultural-language legislation
from Westminster. 

Donaldson previously made it clear
that if he became leader of the DUP he
would also want to serve as first minister.
The MP ran against Poots and was nar-
rowly defeated in a leadership contest
last month. 

If Donaldson choses to switch from the
House of Commons to the Stormont
assembly he will have to resign as MP for
Lagan Valley. He could be opted into
Givan’s Stormont seat, and Givan could
then stand in a Westminster by-election,
DUP sources said.

Lagan Valley is no longer the impene-
trable DUP citadel that it once was,
however. In the 2017 general election
Donaldson romped home with a 19,000
majority. Two years later it was cut to just
over 6,000. 

Whenever Givan steps down, the par-
ties at Stormont will again have seven
days to re-elect a new first minister and
Michelle O’Neill of Sinn Fein as deputy
first minister.

The comings and goings 
of the DUP, page 6

Westminster spells out 
Irish language law plan
Stormont legislation will 
not impose bilingual 
road signs, mandatory 
lessons in schools or
job quotas, unionists told

Henry McDonald 
Belfast

The chief executive of the 
Legal Aid Board (LAB) has 
said it is “clearly unhealthy” 
for one barrister, Keith Farry, 
to be given the vast majority 
of personal insolvency cases 
by personal insolvency 
practitioners (PIPs), which 
are then funded by the state. 

The board is considering 
using its powers to force PIPs 
to use other barristers. 

Figures released last week
following a parliamentary 
question by Catherine 
Murphy, the Social 
Democrats co-leader, 
revealed that Farry has been 
paid 98 per cent of fees — 
€1.28 million of €1.31 million 
— that the Legal Aid Board 
(LAB) has paid to barristers 
since 2016 under the personal
insolvency arrangement 
scheme. 

LAB has set aside another
€1.6 million in fees for 
barristers involved in cases 
that have not yet concluded, 
with the majority of this 
expected to go to Farry, a
co-author of a legal textbook 
on personal insolvency. 

The board covers legal 
costs of PIPs who take 
appeals to the Circuit Court 
and High Court on behalf of 

of concerns were raised. “It is 
clearly unhealthy for the 
system as a whole if there 
isn’t a reasonable number of 
barristers who are engaging 
in the area of law on behalf of 
mortgage debtors,” McDaid 
said. “At the moment it is 
clear that one barrister is 
being briefed in the vast 
majority of cases.”

McDaid said if solicitors for
PIPs are unable to address the 
issue, the LAB would explore 
using a provision of the Civil 
Legal Aid Act to allow it to 
nominate a barrister. 

The majority of PIPs have
rejected the idea of the LAB 
choosing their barristers if 
they do not stop using Farry. 
Colm Arthur, a PIP based in 
Mullingar, said he believed 
there was opposition to 
Farry’s dominance from 
creditors because he had won 
so many cases for debtors. 

“If we have a young Leo 
Messi in our football team do 
we rest him for half the 
matches to train some young 
fellow, or three of four others, 
to see if they can be the next 
Messi?” he said. “My duty of 
care is to the debtor.” 

Arthur is among a number
of PIPS who have written to 
the LAB calling for more legal 
aid for cases.

‘Unhealthy’ focus on single 
lawyer for insolvency cases

LIAM McBURNEY

Paul Givan is expected to 
be asked to stand down as 
first minister once a new 
DUP leader is elected

Children’s 
999 calls 
got no 
response

held to account. “The buck 
stops with Drew Harris. If 
individual gardai failed the 
public, they need to be held 
accountable,” he said. 

“This cannot be allowed to
turn into yet another penalty 
points debacle. We need to 
know if there was an attempt 
to conceal or cover this up 
and what action has been 
taken.” 

The force has declined to
publish any details on the 
number of 999 calls involved 
on the basis that it is 
conducting internal inquiries. 
The investigation has 
established that gardai 
cancelled thousands of 999 
calls between 2019 and 2020 
for a variety of reasons, 
including avoiding work. 

Thousands of these calls 
involved reports of domestic 
violence, which were not 
logged on the force’s IT 

→ Continued from page 1

debtors when creditors 
refuse to consent to personal 
insolvency arrangements. 
Legal aid is granted when the 
debtor’s challenge is believed 
to have merit. 

Over 400 of these 
section 115A appeals were 
filed in each of the past two 
years. They are heard by 
specialist Circuit Court 
judges. In recent weeks 
barristers for creditors have 
complained in court that the 
system “is on the brink of 
collapse” due to the repeated 
failure of PIPs to file affidavits 
within the time ordered by 
judges. The creditors 
complain this is leading to 
rising legal costs and 
repeated adjournments.

In a series of recent cases,
solicitors for PIPs have 
complained that delays have 
been caused by the board 
refusing to sanction legal aid. 
Farry has appeared in a large 
number of cases for PIPs as a 
“town agent”, to handle 
scheduling issues in court, 
but says he is not in the case 
for hearing because legal aid 
has not been approved. 

In a memo from the LAB 
chief executive John McDaid, 
sent to all PIPs by the 
Insolvency Service of Ireland 
earlier this month, a number 

Hopes to end maternity 
hospital site deadlock
There is growing belief that a 
stalemate over the National 
Maternity Hospital (NMH) 
could be resolved, with the 
government preparing to 
make an approach to St 
Vincent’s Healthcare Group 
(SVHG) and the Religious 
Sisters of Charity, the 
company’s owners, to buy 
the site of the facility.

The plan emerged after the
nuns insisted they had not 
been contacted in 2017 when 
the Department of Health 
proposed to SVHG that it 
would buy the site in south 
Dublin. This was to assuage 
public concerns that a 
Catholic ethos might restrict 
the provision of healthcare 
services at the hospital. 

A fresh round of 
engagement led by the 
Department of Health, and 
involving the HSE and SVHG, 
is expected to start in the next 
fortnight. 

Yesterday Micheál Martin,
the taoiseach, said that the 
state should own the 
maternity hospital, which 
is due to relocate to the 
St Vincent’s campus from 
Holles Street at a total cost of 
€800 million, including 
€500 million for construction.

Leo Varadkar, the tanaiste,
said state ownership was “a 
red line” for the government 
and there was “a risk” the 
project would not go ahead 
on the site if the state did not 
acquire the land. “I 
understand there has been a 
statement from the Sisters of 
Charity that they were never 
approached about a sale. If 
they’re willing to sell, we’re 
willing to buy,” Varadkar said.

It emerged last week that
SVHG wrote to the 
Department of Health in May 
2017 rejecting an acquisition 
of the site by the state.

Varadkar added: “I’m 
informed we have 
correspondence between the 
secretary-general of the 
Department of Health and the 

Justine McCarthy 

Garda failure: Drew Harris 

private meeting. Members 
listened to recordings of 
some 999 calls, including one 
of a distressed child seeking 
help which went 
unanswered. 

Catherine Murphy,
co-leader of the Social 
Democrats, said it was 
difficult to comprehend the 
actions of the officers and 
supervisors involved. “I find 
the thought of children 
ringing 999 looking for help, 
perhaps to get help for their 
mother, just heartbreaking 
and appalling. Imagine how 
brave a child must be to dial 
999 and then nothing 
happens. I’m just lost for 
words. What does it say about 
us as a society?” she said 
yesterday. 

Martin Collins of Pavee 
Point, a Traveller advocacy 
group, said he was aware of 

system once they were 
cancelled. This meant social 
services were not alerted to 
children and adults at risk. 

Yesterday a spokesman 
again refused to disclose how 
many 999 calls received no 
response during the relevant 
period but said that Harris 
would brief the Policing 
Authority on Thursday. “Our 
approach to this review is 
victim-centred and 
systematic. Our primary 
concern is to establish the 
impact there may have been 
on victims of crime, 
particularly vulnerable 
victims. The review is 
ongoing,” he said. 

“Commissioner Harris 
provided an update on this 
internal review at the last 
public meeting of the Policing 
Authority and will provide a 
further update at this 
month’s public meeting.” 

Mark Tighe 

that they were withdrawing 
from the ESL after its launch 
backfired in April. However, 
the clubs — Manchester City, 
Manchester United, 
Liverpool, Arsenal, 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
Chelsea — remain co-owners 
and shareholders of a holding 
company in Spain with clubs 
from Spain, France and Italy.

Several of the clubs 

acknowledged yesterday they 
were still part of the ESL 
Company but said they were 
determined to leave. Yet two 
senior sources close to the 
venture claim there is “no 
mechanism” for them to 
withdraw.

They said all 12 of the 
original breakaway clubs had 
to agree unanimously to 
dissolve the entity and that 
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any club leaving unilaterally 
faced unlimited fines.

Organisers believe the 
owners of the clubs accept 
that the football world faces a 
financial crisis exacerbated 
by Covid-19 and that in due 
course they will relaunch a 
compromise version of the 
Super League.

Euro 2020, Sport

Football Super League ‘not dead, just resting’ 

Naidoo said that the
1,200 documents are 
believed to be primarily 
communications between 
Delaney and legal advisers, 
but are deemed relevant to 
the ODCE investigation and 
should be examined by
its investigators, which 
include gardai. 

“They are necessarily 

documents that have passed 
the test of relevance to the 
investigation,” he said. 

“The crime/fraud 
exception means they are 
potentially relevant to the 
investigation because the 
judge issued the warrant 
allowing them to be seized 
having heard, ex parte [one-
sided], why they are 

ODCE seeks access to Delaney emails
exercise,” Naidoo told the 
court. “It’s part of a criminal 
procedure that commenced 
with the seizure of 
documents on foot of a 
warrant issued by a District 
Court judge. As a matter of 
principle, just because 
something is a legal 
communication doesn’t 
mean [that the ODCE] 
couldn’t see it.” 

Naidoo said documents 
would be privileged if they 
contained records of Delaney 
getting advice on the ODCE 
investigation, but there were 
none in that category. It is 
understood the regulator is 
working off the metadata of 
Delaney’s emails, which was 
compiled by the independent 
barristers. This shows where 
the messages came from or 
were sent to, and the dates.

→ Continued from page 1 potentially relevant to the 
investigation.” 

Paul McGarry, senior 
counsel for Delaney, who is 
based in England, told the 
judge this was the first time 
that the substance of what the 
ODCE wanted to do had been 
revealed to them. “I suppose 
it begs the question as to what 
we were doing for the last 
year and a half going through 
the [tagging] exercise if the 
director is going to say, ‘Well, 
it doesn’t matter as I can look 
at all the documents 
anyway,’” McGarry said.

Delaney’s barrister said he
had not seen the warrant 
under which Delaney’s 
emails were seized and both 
he and the judge would 
“probably” have to see it. 
Reynolds set July 20 for a 
hearing of the ODCE’s 
application. 

Caroline Wheeler,
Gabriel Pogrund and 
Jonathan Northcroft 

All six English football clubs 
that joined the European 
Super League have failed to 
leave it formally, amid claims 
by organisers that the 
competition will “eventually 
relaunch in modified form”.

The so-called big six stated
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Results from 
the Irish National 
Lottery draw held on 
June 26, 2021

About 500 people attended a protest
against religious ownership of the
National Maternity Hospital (NMH),
which was organised by the Cam-
paign Against Church Ownership of
Women’s Healthcare outside Leinster
House yesterday. 

Among those present were Mary Lou
McDonald, the Sinn Fein leader; Ivana
Bacik, the Labour candidate in the Dublin
Bay South by-election; the singer Mary
Coughlan; and the author Marian Keyes. 

This weekend St Vincent’s Healthcare
Group (SVHG) denied a suggestion that it
was prevented from selling its hospital
campus to the state because of a condi-
tion in its mortgage from Bank of Ireland.

“No, the reason we wish to retain own-
ership is to ensure the best care for
patients attending the new [NMH] at Elm
Park,” it said, when asked if its options
were limited by a lien from the bank.

The company, which is owned by the
Religious Sisters of Charity, issued a state-
ment last week that the land was not for
sale. Responding to cross-party politi-
cians’ concerns about a potential reli-
gious ethos in the relocated NMH, the tao-
iseach and the tanaiste have said they
want state ownership of the site on which
the €500 million hospital is to be built
with public money.

“Floors in the new building [will] have
both NMH and SVUH [St Vincent’s Uni-
versity Hospital] clinical and non-clinical
facilities and integrated patient care can
only be provided under an integrated
ownership and governance structure,” a
spokeswoman said. “Another important

An activist joins 
the protest 
outside the Dail 
organised by the 
Campaign 
Against Church 
Ownership of 
Women’s 
Healthcare

is to reinforce resilience and 
stability in the Northern 
Ireland executive. The 
changes would allow for 
more time for the parties to 
negotiate and avoid running 
into an early election that no 
one seems to want.” 

As hostility builds towards
the protocol within the 
unionist community ahead of 
Ulster loyalist marching 
season, the government 
source stressed that Britain 
was still seeking “pragmatic 
solutions” over the issue. 
They said the government 
was “cautiously optimistic” 
that a compromise can be 
found with the EU to ease 
disruption to trade between 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 

The DUP said Donaldson’s
“No 1 priority” was the 
protocol ahead of other 
contentious issues such as an 
Irish language act. One DUP 
source who backed him for 
the leadership welcomed the 
legislation extending the 
deadline for future talks. The 
source added they and the 
party would proceed with 
caution in dealing with the 
British government. 

“There is little or no trust
with our government at 
present in terms of it 
seriously trying to change the 
protocol and prevent the EU 
from economically annexing 
Northern Ireland,” they said. 

The DUP sources laid out
some of the changes to the 
protocol Donaldson would 
seek. These included 
protecting medicines coming 
from Britain into Northern 
Ireland from any EU border 
checks at ports, and the 
removal of customs labels on 
goods ordered from across 
the Irish Sea.

Editorial, page 12

Henry McDonald in Belfast 

Legislation to extend the 
seven-day talks deadline to 
save power-sharing in 
Northern Ireland will 
reinforce devolution’s 
stability, the British 
government insisted last 
night. The Northern Ireland 
(Ministers, Elections and 
Petitions of Concern) Bill, is 
expected to pass its first 
reading at Westminster in 
mid-to-late July. 

It will extend the time limit
for parties to talk before 
assembly elections have to be 
called from the current seven 
days to 24 weeks. The British 
government’s plans to create 
more space for the parties to 
agree on issues such as Irish 
language provisions come as 
the region faces a politically 
charged week. 

A high court ruling in 
Belfast is expected this 
Wednesday on the post-Brexit
Northern Ireland protocol. 
The court will rule whether 
the protocol breaches the 
Union between Britain and 
Northern Ireland or the Good 
Friday agreement. Later that 
evening the Democratic 
Unionist Party is expected to 
confirm the Lagan Valley MP 
Sir Jeffrey Donaldson as its 
new leader at a meeting of the 
party’s executive. 

Lord John Kilclooney, a 
former deputy leader of the 
Ulster Unionist Party, warned 
in a tweet this weekend that 
the ruling on the protocol 
“will be decisive and impact 
upon Northern Ireland 
politics, politics in London 
and politics in the EU. It could 
even impact upon peace in 
Northern Ireland”. 

Speaking about the 
legislation, a government 
source said: “The overall aim 

Extended talks 
‘to save Stormont’

BRYAN MEADE

Fraudster chaired prisoner charity

consideration is that the service corri-
dors for the whole SVHG campus run
through the NMH building. If this land
was owned by another entity it would be
very difficult to ensure these services.”

The company said the state had an
option to buy the site “under certain
circumstances”, according to its pro-
posed lease agreement. That right would
apply if SVHG became insolvent, contra-
vened the lease or breached its hospital
operating licences.

SVHG has bank borrowings of
€21.5 million, arising mostly from the
construction of its private hospital,
which opened in November 2010. Both
Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank have
fixed and floating charges on the campus,
including St Vincent’s University Hospi-
tal, which caters for public patients.

Under the terms of a mortgage taken
out with Bank of Ireland in 2009, SVHG
is not permitted to “part with, sell,
transfer, lend, lease or otherwise dispose
of” any of the property without the
bank’s consent. 

SVHG said Bank of Ireland had
approved a draft lease agreement with
the state for 99 years. The value of the
land without buildings was put at
€220 million in 2017.

According to company accounts, the
state-funded extension works to the hos-
pital car park were worth €10.2 million
up to December, 2019. Construction is
still under way on the car park, which has
an asset value of €18.1 million.

David Quinn, page 13;
A prolonged delivery, 
News Review, page 15

St Vincent’s will 
keep hospital site 
‘to give best care’
Healthcare group denies it is limited by bank charge 
on land as 500 people protest at religious ownership
Justine McCarthy 

The 
bank has 
approved 
a draft 
lease 
with the 
state for 
99 years

€104,000, nor Pace 
responded to questions last 
week. The Department of 
Justice said it and the 
Probation Service have no 
concerns in relation to the 
governance of Pace. 
“Governance procedures 
include the submission of 
certified annual audited 
accounts,” it said. “These 
have been received for all 
years up until 2020.” 

Judge Martin Nolan, in the
circuit court, said Corr, 55, 
had been a pharmacist for 31 
years and had lost his 
business because of his 
actions. The court was told 
Corr had made full restitution 
for the extra money the HSE 
had paid out. He ordered Corr 
to serve community service 
after receiving a report from 
the Probation Service. Corr 
had no previous convictions. 

in funding from the 
Department of Justice 
through the Probation Service 
in 2019 and another grant of 
€200,000 from Pobal, a state 
social enterprise support 
body. It provides a number of 
services to convicts including 
a harm reduction programme 
for sexual offenders. 

Pace’s annual report for 
2020 made no direct 
comment on Corr’s 
resignation from the 
chairmanship of the charity 
other than to say that Terri 
Moloney, a board member, 
had become chairwoman. 

Lisa Cuthbert, Pace’s chief
executive, previously praised 
Corr for his “consistency” 
and “tenacity” in providing 
governance for the charity in 
her annual reports.

Neither Cuthbert, who is 
paid a salary of almost 

The chairman of a 
government-funded charity 
that helps former prisoners 
resigned last year in advance 
of facing fraud charges 
relating to his own pharmacy 
business. 

Last week John Corr, the
owner of a chain of five 
pharmacies in north Dublin 
and Louth, was given 240 
hours of community service 
in lieu of a prison sentence of 
two and a half years after he 
pleaded guilty to seven 
charges of fraud.

Corr had dishonestly 
induced the HSE into paying 
double for 94 patients in 
Louth and Dublin, thus 
creating a loss of almost 
€4,000 for the health 
service. In 2009, Corr 
became a board member of 

Pace (Prisoners’ Aid through 
Community Effort), a state-
funded charity that helps 
convicts rehabilitate after 
serving prison terms. 

He was subsequently 
appointed chairman and was 
commended by President 
Michael D Higgins for his 
work at the charity at a 
conference in 2019 to 
celebrate the body’s 50th 
anniversary.

In his speech Higgins said:
“Everyone makes mistakes. It 
is how we support each other 
to develop and grow from 
this that matters most.” 

Company filings show Corr
resigned his directorship of 
Pace on June 2020. He was 
charged by the gardai with 30 
counts of fraud over the 
duplicate HSE charges in 
January 2021.

Pace received €1.92 million

Mark Tighe 
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Hancock 
quits UK 
cabinet

him and Coladangelo in his 
office in London on May 6, 
was about to expose his affair. 

Details of the separation 
enraged members in his West 
Suffolk constituency, where 
insiders predicted Hancock 
might be deselected as an MP 
at the next election. He still 
faces questions as to whether 
he put Coladangelo, a friend 
from their days at Oxford 
University, on the public 
payroll so he could pursue 

sacrifices everybody in this 
country has made, that you 
have made, and those of us 
who make these rules have 

got to stick by them and that 
is why I have got to resign.”

Johnson’s decision to back
Hancock on Friday was 
undermined by a dramatic 
draining of support from 
within the cabinet and the 
parliamentary party.

It emerged Hancock, 42, 
had told his wife he was 
leaving her on Thursday 
evening, immediately after he 
learnt The Sun, which had got 
a covertly recorded video of 

their relationship. She 
became a director on the 
board of the Department of 
Health last year at his 
instigation, with an allowance 
of £15,000 (€17,500). She has 
resigned.

Johnson told Hancock, who
had been in the post since July 
2018, that he “should leave 
office very proud of what you 
have achieved”. 

Hancock affair, pages 10-11 

75 abscond 
from hotel 
quarantine
→ Continued from page 1
up to June 21 was 2,304, with 
308 cases being allowed to 
leave. 

A video on social media 
recently showed a couple 
walking out of the Red Cow 
Moran Hotel in Dublin while 
shouting at staff. Outside the 
hotel they were met by a man 
who advised them that any 
gardai seeking to enforce 
quarantine on the couple 
could be regarded as “crown 
forces”. 

The Department of Health
said: “As of June 24, 6,825 
people have entered MHQ 
since it began. The vast 
majority have complied with 
their obligations under the 
Health Amendment (2021) 
Act and completed their MHQ
without any issue. Over the 
first three months there have 
been 75 unauthorised 

Force ‘held 
back story’ 
for months

→ Continued from page 1
internal investigation had 
identified “outliers” who had 
cancelled disproportionately 
large numbers of 999 calls for 
reasons he could not explain. 
He declined to say whether 
race or ethnicity was an issue.

Travellers and migrants 
appear to have been 
particularly affected, 
although sources suggest 
“unprofessionalism coupled 
with a lack of empathy” was 
shown to callers from all 
backgrounds. It is understood 
that there may be difficulty 
sanctioning those responsible 
under existing garda 
regulations. 

One garda based at 
Harcourt Square in Dublin is 
alleged to have cancelled 
thousands of 999 calls but is 
still in situ. 

It has also emerged the 

Policing Authority learnt of 
the issue only after it was told 
that an article was to appear 
in The Sunday Times on 
December 6. Garda 
headquarters had denied the 
problem in November, 
stating gardai and garda staff 
“were not in a position” to 
cancel 999 calls. The 
Department of Justice also 
discovered the issue when it 
was informed The Sunday 
Times was to publish a story.

Harris himself was first 
informed officially at a 
management meeting on 
December 8. Relations with 
his team are now said to be 
strained as a result.

The Policing Authority last
week accused the force of 
deliberately withholding 
information about the issue 
for months despite the scale 
of the problem being widely 
known among senior ranks. 

The authority is planning
to appoint an external firm of 
consultants to review the 
findings of the force’s 
internal investigations once 
they are completed. Garda 
headquarters declined to 
comment on the criticism by 
the Policing Authority.

departures which represents 
1 per cent of MHQ entrants
to date.”

It added all unauthorised
departures were reported to 
gardai who had persuaded 24 
people to return voluntarily. 
An unspecified number were 
“understood to have left the 
jurisdiction immediately
after leaving MHQ” while 
gardai were following up on 
all other cases.

Up to June 18 there were 
274 residents who tested 
positive for Covid-19 in MHQ. 
Gardai said that up to June 24 
it was investigating “119 
confirmed breaches of the 
MHQ regulations, which 
includes absconders and 
other offences”.

“Where An Garda Síochana
allege a breach of MHQ 
regulations a file is prepared 
for the director of public 
prosecutions to determine 
how to proceed,” it said.

It is a criminal offence for a
person to leave a designated 
MHQ facility without 
authorisation. A person 
found guilty of this or other 
“relevant offences” can be 
fined up to €2,000, jailed for 
one month, or both. 




