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“I remember Gerry Ryan making a speech about
wealth — saying the country is awash with money,
there’s no excuse for anyone to be miserable and
poor. I was thinking: ‘I’m making €200 a week. What
the f**k am I doing wrong?’”
DONAL RYAN, PAGE 21

“I didn’t have
any other skills,
I just about had
a secondary
school
education and
a Leaving Cert.
But I knew one
thing: I didn’t
want to work in
an office.”
AIDAN GILLEN, PAGE 6

6

“Carey’s Road
was the
wrong
side of the
tracks for
the snobs,
Ballynanty
10 was the
same. There
was a class
distinction there. Because of
my background, and the way
I grew up, I lacked confidence
until later in life. You wouldn’t
think that, but I pretended I was
confident.”
CELIA HOLMAN LEE, PAGE 10

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING...
TUNE IN TO ELEANOR MCEVOY

The bestselling album in Irish history? A Woman’s
Heart. And the songwriter who composed the title
track? The one and only Eleanor McEvoy. So for
anyone who has hummed along to her music while
watching Derry Girls (or wept along during a romantic low), tune in to hear Eleanor reveal why great
songs are about so much more than lyrics, at an
online festival next Saturday, December 5 from
11am-1pm. Tickets €10, www.writebythesea.ie

Sinéad Gleeson is a writer and
editor who lives in Dublin with
her family. She has edited four
collections of Irish short stories,
including The Art of the Glimpse:
100 Irish Short Stories, which has
just been published. She is working on her first novel.

MUSIC: DENISE CHAILA

It’s been a joy to see the ongoing
rise of the brilliant Denise Chaila
this year — such passion and politics combined. And CMAT’s wry,
country-tinged pop has lifted
many a lockdown day— I Wanna Be a Cowboy, Baby! is 2020’s
earworm. Closer to home, my
husband Stephen Shannon is a
composer and we’ve collaborated on word/music pieces in the
past. It’s been tricky for two creative people at home in lockdown
with children, but we made a
small radio piece for RTÉ’s Keywords about distance and isolation. After a day cramming my
brain with words, instrumental
music is the best palate cleanser,
and Steve makes gorgeous music
as one half of Mount Alaska.

FILM: BLACK NARCISSUS

I’m trying to write a novel set on
a very remote island and recently rewatched a favourite film,
Black Narcissus. It was directed
by Michael Powell and Emeric
Pressburger in 1947 and focuses on a group of nuns living high
in the Himalayas, tormented by
forbidden desire and repression.
Recently, I discovered another
serendipitous island connection
— Pressburger wrote the screenplay for the film on Lambay Island off Dublin, which I hope to
visit one day. There’s a new BBC
version airing next month which
I hope does justice to the original.

BOOKS

This has been a stellar year for
books, particularly by Irish writers. Essays are close to my heart
and Patrick Freyne’s tender and
comic OK, Let’s Do Your Stupid
Idea is a book you could give to
any reader. Elaine Feeney’s debut As You Were resonated with
me so much. It’s set in hospital
and is a moving, funny examination of the intergenerational
lives of women. Sara Baume’s
Handiwork explores making art,
but also grief and the passage of
time. It’s a contemplative book
full of beautiful sentences and
was such an antidote to all the
uncertainty of lockdown. So
were Oein DeBhairduin’s luminous Traveller folktales, Why The
Moon Travels.
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Brighid’s
Diary

‘You’ll be back,’ I was told ...
and 14 years later here I am

I

t has been 14 years since I’ve written
for this newspaper. The odd time,
particularly when I’m down the
country, some farmer might say, “I
used to love your articles.” The truth
is, I loved writing them. The idea of
cheering someone up with a little
story on a Sunday gave me a sense of
immense joy and satisfaction.
I am and always have been a country
woman, who moved from the platinum
wheat fields of North County Dublin to the
coastal town of Dalkey, South Dublin in
1997, so every promise of rural distraction
was delightful.
A friend of mine used to say, “God created
character like an architect designs a window — to let light in.” I was privileged to feel
that light. From Michael Hartnett, the Limerick poet, to the wonderful actor Donal
McCann, I met quite a few.
If there was light, there was dark too. The
Anglo-Irish, who always had a very muddled status among us, were certainly the
most arrogant shower I ever met. I recall
many of them had servants called Brighid,
Bridie or Biddy.
With the exception of the Leslies of Castle Leslie in Monaghan, my memories of
interviewing them are far from rosy. Lady
Molly Cusack-Smith from Tuam, who told
me to f**k off with predictable regularity,
was the most tiresome.
I recall her gardener, a handsome Traveller with high cheekbones, spraying the
weeds outside her home, Bermingham
House. He rushed to get her like a dinghy
before a battleship, shouting, “M’lady, m’lady!” She roared back at him, mocking his accent, and then yelled at me. I was shocked.
This was 1992 and with a sort of agonised
clarity, I realised that she still saw us as
peasants. That incident upset me.
Sometimes I recount the story of an
Anglo-Irish lord who, late for the hunt, galloped into a local farm yard.
“Is the gentry long gone?” he sniffed.
“Fifty f**king years,” said the farmer.
It was my editor, Anne Harris, who sent
me off to interview those old dears. She
knew it would be fun, illuminating. And to a
degree, it was. It was Anne who plucked me
from obscurity and started me on the path
of writing, or as I call it, listening.
When I told her I wanted to leave and
concentrate on my little folk art paintings,
she could not believe it. “Once a journalist,
always a journalist,” she smiled. “You’ll be
back.”
Anne was right. I am back but it has taken me all those years. I simply couldn’t get

BRIGHID McLAUGHLIN
The rain is
fierce and
the sky
is getting
dark. I need
to talk to
Siobhain,
to stop the
pain, to stop
the clinging.
I need to set
her free

my act together. I had lost ground. I had lost
hope.
Even Dad noticed.
My disinclination to write came from the
need to recover from one single atrocious
event. The murder of my sister Siobhan.
Ironically, Siobhan didn’t want me to be a
journalist any more. “Look at what you are
writing about,” she said, frustration rising in
her voice. “The murder of Sophie Toscan du
Plantier. The Dalkey House of Horrors — and
then our trip to Tasmania…”
Siobhan was referring to an interview I
had conducted with Rory Jack Thompson,
in Risdon Prison, Tasmania. She came with
me. Thompson killed his wife in a way that
was beyond horrific. We were traumatised
by the whole experience.
“The stories you are investigating are too
dark,” she would plead. “Keep away from all
those murders — and paint.”
The irony of that sentence.
Siobhan loved happy things. That’s why I
am on the way to her grave in Redford Cemetery, Greystones, to tell her some good
news. Normally I take a two-mile diversion from the road to avoid the pain. Today
my youngest sister, Niamh, edges me towards the M50 in her Nissan Micra. My son
is licking the remains of a Wibbly Wobbly
Wonder ice pop in the back seat. The rain is
fierce and the sky is getting dark. I need to
talk to Siobhan, to stop the pain, to stop the
clinging. I need to set her free.
But this is not easy, because PTSD is a
normal part of my life now. It’s also part
of my family’s life. Her death has affected
three generations of the McLaughlins.
And yes, even after 14 years, I still expect

Brighid’s sister Siobhan, on holiday in Majorca

her to be in her kitchen waiting for us with
an enormous pot of tea, pulling trays of
her goat’s cheese and scallion scones from
the oven, laughing as swabs of onion jam
hit the plates, her mouth stuffed between
stories.
On the way, we stop off at the Powerscourt garden centre. We buy topsoil, grass
seed and flowering plants. As we get nearer
to the grave, I feel like retching. Yes, 14 years
later, I still feel like retching.
Siobhan’s final resting place is well tended by my father Owen. Dad and Mum were
the ones who found her. Can you imagine
that? My elderly, much loved parents entering that room.
Since then, everything in their life is incomplete and bubbling with voids. Only
the pathos of their responsibility keeps
them going.
Today, three perfectly aligned rows of
white hyacinths run down the gentle slope
of the grave, which looks out to the Irish
Sea. My son Johnny finds two empty plastic
bottles of Ballygowan in a bin and fills them
with water.
We face the grave, her name in stone.
People have suggested I move on, that it’s
what she would have wanted. But no, I
can’t. You cannot be expected to forget a
life force. Which she was. A beacon of wit,
humour and kindness. I keep hearing her
voice: “I’ll put the kettle on, Biddy girl.”
That’s what she called me.
Johnny is singing a rap song as he presses
the wet soil and plants new seeds on her
grave. When Niamh hugs the headstone, we
break down. We cannot bear it, cannot bear
the unreliability of life without Siobhan.
“Now tell her,” says Niamh. “Tell her your
good news.”
It takes me a few minutes because I’m
still reluctant to admit she is lying beneath
my feet.
“Dear Seanie, today I am going to try and
set you free. Just a tad. I am letting you rest,
so that I can rest. You certainly never did. I
want to tell you that I’m still painting, but
I’m going start writing again. Happy stories.
I’m going to write a column about life, about
the things we loved. Food, craic, the countryside, rural stories, the people who live
simple lives in a humble and extraordinary
way. Real things. Magical things.”
Back in the car, Niamh suddenly gets giddy. Just like that. It’s a nervous thing.
Johnny put the palms of his hands on his
head and let out a slow, suppressed, snorty
chuckle. Suddenly, my face too is swollen
with laughter.
A new journey. A new life. It feels amazing.
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Will we still wear the wide variety of
puffer jackets we now own when the
pandemic is over? And I don’t mean to be
indelicate but do you think men might
stop wearing tights? Or might they at
least reserve them for running?

T

he pandemic has been
terrible and everything,
but do you notice that
some people are a bit
nervous about the prospect of real life returning?
Probably just as well that
it will be a gradual process. Coming straight out
of the womb of a lockdown into a full-on
existence would give some of us a dose of
the bends.
A lot of people seem to have made some
kind of a peace with lockdown the second
time around. It was as if people just decided, “Well, this is our life now”.
I’d say some of us have actually forgotten what real life was like. We live a different life now, where we see people one at
a time and have proper chats, where no
one shouts over each other, and where we
do healthy things when we meet up, like
walking, which probably beats drinking.
It’s not exactly great craic, but it’s all we
are able for these days. Imagine getting
chucked into a gang of 10 rowdy people
now. You’d have an anxiety attack.
A lot of people probably worry too that
when real life resumes they won’t be able
to sustain the caffeine habits they’ve developed during the pandemic. Right now,
it is seemingly acceptable for people to
queue up outside coffee shops, or to mill
around hatches after they’ve made their
order, all a bit jittery, jonesing for another
hit of caffeine. I even notice that people
are meeting up for coffee in the evenings,
which seems an odd time to be ingesting a
giant bucket of caffeine.
And then there’s the question of what
we will wear back in the other life. Will we
have to start putting on actual shoes again?
Or will runners and Ugg boots be accepted
now in any situation? And will the variety
of puffer jackets everyone seems to now
own still be worn? After the pandemic,
will people want to stand out again?
Right now, we are all an amorphous
mob of identical beings clad in some form
of quilted material. When they say we
are all in it together, they could be talking

about puffer jackets. We are certainly all
in them together. Indeed, you could fit us
all into some of them. Also, I don’t mean to
be indelicate, but do you think men might
stop wearing tights when the pandemic is
over? Or might they at least reserve them
for running?
We’ll need to start upping our
conversation game as well. Right now,
pretty much anything qualifies as
conversation. We have the odd highbrow conversation, about the pandemic
and vaccines and restrictions, and then,
apart from that, people just seem to say
anything to fill the gaps. “I comfort bought
more stuff online last night”, is a popular
conversation re-starter if there’s been a
lull.
In the times before, the response to that
might have been a vague sigh, or even an
“I don’t really care”. But now, we are so
starved for ‘news’, we might ask the person to detail their purchases. Even though
we know said purchases will involve
leisure wear and possibly some form of
wearable quilting.
The imminence of some form of return
to some kind of normality has improved
things somewhat, with people now using
conversation-starters like, “Do you think
you’ll go to a restaurant when they open?”
Or “How many people will you be willing to go to the pub with at Christmas, if
they’re open?” Or “I wonder will there be
big queues at the shops next week?” It still
wouldn’t get you a seat at the Algonquin
Round Table, but it’s some nod to getting
back to real conversation. And it beats, “So
I bought a Dryrobe.”
Then there’s all the delicate conversations around the extent of family gatherings to be allowed at Christmas, with most
people sneakily crossing their fingers in
their Dryrobe or puffer pockets, as they
express the hope that family gatherings
will be allowed. When in reality they think
that spring would be time enough to gather the clan again.
Trust me, if Leo or Micheál announced
that families should hold off on gathering
until everyone is vaccinated, there’d be a

lot of fake outrage, but it would die down
pretty fast. And they’d definitely buy a few
quiet votes in the next general election.
We’ll miss our televisions as well.
Pre-pandemic, if you were the kind
of person who watched TV all the time,
you might have kept it to yourself, or at
least pretended to have a broader, fuller,
more balanced life. Now, in certain circles,
you’re likely to be looked at with pity if
you haven’t watched The Queen’s Gambit yet, or if you don’t have a theory on
whodunnit in The Undoing. (BTW we think
now it might have been the blonde friend,
the lawyer. My wife thought it was the son
up to the fifth episode. Or maybe it was actually Hugh Grant and we’re all overthinking it. This is what we discussed in bed the
other night. Romantic, eh?).
I suppose what we have to remember
is that we adjusted to all this reasonably
well, so we will adjust our way out of it
again when the time comes. Just
as we convince ourselves right
now that we enjoy incessant walking and drinking
tinnies in the freezing cold
and spending time with
our children, soon enough
we will be convincing ourselves again that we enjoy
parties, and the office, and
going to shops. That’s the
great thing about human
beings. Resilience. Whatever
they make us do, we’ll get into
it, and convince ourselves it’s our
choice.
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Selina Cartmell on life, the Gate and her lockdown puppy

I’ve got no kids and
I think all of that
maternal instinct
has gone into
my puppy. He is
his own little
well-being planet
Selina Cartmell has been the
artistic director at the Gate
Theatre since 2017. In 2003, she
came to Dublin from the UK
and set up Siren Productions.
Her first show at the Gate was
The Great Gatsby — all the seats
were taken out and audiences
were invited to dance. This time
last year, she directed a magical
production of A Christmas Carol
that sold out instantly.
What were you like as a little girl?
As the youngest of four, with three
older brothers, I was bold and
mischievous but also loving and
caring.
Your mother was a midwife,
your father is a retired
accountant. Where does your
interest in the arts come from?
From being immersed in stories
and magic from a very young age —
going to the panto each Christmas
— to loving fancy dress as a child.
Does being the youngest and the
only girl give you any life skills?
It gives you the strength to know
yourself and a life-skill of being
resilient so that when you get
knocked down, you just have to

dust yourself down, stand up and
fight another day.
What drives you?
I want to make sure that the Gate
is there for its centenary in 2028.
How have you coped with Covid?
We closed in March. The Gate’s
dependency on box office is
immense, so when that and
fundraising fell off a cliff edge,
the Gate was in a seriously
perilous state. We applied for the
emergency stabilisation funding
from the Arts Council and we got
it. That was a huge relief. We’ve
been commissioning artists.
When you don’t have 371 people
coming in every night, you need
to pivot — live streaming, off-site
work, outdoor work. It’s about
creating work regardless of what
level we are on. We’ll open our
doors again.
Has Covid-19 changed you?
I think it’s made me stronger and
more resilient. You think, well,
anything can happen. It makes
you realise how vulnerable we
are as an arts community and
how much we’re reliant on an
audience. The intimacy between
an actor and audience makes this

whole thing work.
What three words describe you
best? Passionate, spiritual and
fearless.
Who are your role models?
Fearless artists and creatives who
dance to their own beat.
Why do you do theatre?
It transforms ideas about how we
live and who we are. You go to see
a play — storytelling on stage — and
you see something that you might
not have recognised in yourself;
an emotion that makes you go: ‘I
want to transform my life and be
something else.’ It asks you to see
other people’s viewpoint and it
takes you out of who you really
are. If it’s really great, you think
about it long after you’ve had that
experience. It hits you in the solar
plexus and can be life-changing.
Are you a glass half-full person?
Yes, I think I am. I got a puppy
during lockdown, as so many
people did. And that has changed
my life. He’s called Beckett, he’s a
Kerry beagle. I’ve got no kids and I
think all of that maternal instinct
has gone into him. He is his own
little well-being planet. We go for

The best piece
of advice Selina
Cartmell ever
got is, ‘don’t
sweat the small
stuff’.
Interview by
Ciara Dwyer
Picture by
Agata Stoinska

walks in early mornings and he
gets me out in the fresh air.
Best advice you ever got?
Don’t sweat the small stuff.
What are you reading now?
I’m loving autobiographies. I can
pick them up and dip in and leave
them for a bit if I don’t feel like it.
One of the things about this time,
is not to be too hard on yourself.
That is key at a time when you feel
you should be delivering 100pc
all the time. I’ve talked to a lot of
writers and artists about this. It’s
very hard to come up with the
next play or idea when there is so
much going on in the world.
What do you do for laughs?
I’ve taken up running, which is
never something I thought I’d
desperately need to do every
day. But now with all the gyms
and yoga places closed, I can
do this. It’s outdoors. I swim in
the sea occasionally but I don’t
know if I’ve got the gumption to
be dipping in there now that it’s
really cold.
The Gate Theatre will reopen
in 2021. For vouchers, visit
www.gatetheatre.ie
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Aidan Gillen speaks to Dónal Lynch about finding love
again, dealing with his father’s illness during the filming
of The Wire, and why he prefers camping in Kerry to the
high life in Hollywood. Pictures by David Conachy

Game
oflife
L

ike a lot of actors, Aidan Gillen
has sometimes harboured
fantasies of the show not
going on. An asteroid might
hit the theatre or land on the
set, he mused, “and nobody
could blame you, it wouldn’t
be anyone’s fault”.
And, yet, as the pandemic called a halt to
his latest play, The Faith Healer, at the Abbey, Gillen found that the enforced period
of inactivity brought mixed emotions.
“It was a strange time. Days melted into
each other, I was never sure what time it
was and I had some very strange sleep patterns. But there were good things too. I also
connected with people I hadn’t seen in a
while. I took long walks with old friends
and spent a lot of time with my kids and did
some cooking. I also spent time thinking
and worrying about the future and what is
happening in the world, so I wouldn’t consider it a holiday either.”
Actors should be considered essential
workers, he says, and it’s probably true that
his own substantial body of work helped
many of us through the long nights of lockdown. More than any other Irish actor, he’s
been a seam of talent running through the
golden age of television, with unforgettable performances in series such as The
Wire, Peaky Blinders and Game of Thrones,
but, unlike most of his famous peers, he has
also periodically returned to the stage and
mixed in low-budget films.
“I always needed to earn a living, I’ve
got kids,” he begins. “But I don’t feel like
I’ve ever followed the money. The original
building blocks of my career were always
things that were a bit offbeat. I didn’t take
them on because they were going to get me
anywhere but because they were original
and difficult and exciting roles and projects.”
While there was never any doubting his
incredible talent, Gillen, as a personality,

Lockdown has bought
mixed emotions for
Aidan Gillen: ‘Days
melted into each other...
and I had some very
strange sleep patterns.
But there were good
things too.’

I always
needed to
earn a
living, I’ve
got kids. But
I don’t feel
like I’ve ever
followed the
money.

was somewhat less warmly perceived. A
legion of previous interviewers had described him as everything from reluctant
to speak at all, to slightly awkward, and a
bit distant. And yet the real Aidan — on the
other side of a Zoom call — is so far from
any of these descriptions that it’s almost
hard to credit them. While most actors are
almost obsessional about their careers, he
freely speaks about all aspects of his life.
Even at the end of a long day of filming —
he’s currently working on a gritty new RTÉ
crime series, Kin — he has a touch of the
wryness of his greatest performances and
enjoys a glass of red wine as we chat.
He’s not sure if the journalists got it
wrong or if he’s mellowed with age, he says.
“I think they had the wrong impression of
me but I changed over time as well. I think
at the start I was just scared. I was shy. I
hope people had the wrong idea of me. I
didn’t want them to feel they knew me either. That was part of it. I didn’t have a technique for talking to strangers in any kind
of coherent way that didn’t come across
as aloof. It wasn’t because I really was that
way, it was just that my attitude was ‘I’m an
actor and I play roles, why do I have to sit
here and talk about it?’”
It was already discernible, to those who
were paying attention, that Gillen had begun to season his signature brooding with
a pinch of self-mockery. In his 2017 film
Pickups, which he co-wrote, his character
— also called Aidan — is constantly being
recognised as “that fella off the TV” by people who then won’t believe it’s really him.
“I thought he’d be taller,” they say, as he pretends not to hear them. The film is a portrait
of a man who is wearily resigned to the fact
that he is public property, but at the same
time is astute enough to know he’d miss it if
it were gone.
“We did want to have a laugh about what
Continued on next page
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mid-level public recognition gives you, but
also about the lonesomeness that pursuing a screen-acting career over many years
can bring — watch Lost in Translation for the
perfect realisation of that,” he says.
“And it is funny, people think you look
like the guy, but are always telling you he is
younger and better looking and maybe that
he’s not that good either. I do love this life,
by the way, but it’s nuts.”
Gillen’s groundedness goes back to his
upbringing as the youngest of six kids in
Drumcondra, in what he described as a
“happy, secure environment”. He admired
his mother, Patricia, who worked as a nurse
into her 70s, and he was close to his father,
Denis, who worked installing stone cladding and doing building extensions around
Cabra and Walkinstown. Both parents were
“understandably concerned” when two of
their children decided to become actors
— Aidan’s sister, Patricia Murphy, is also an
actress — “but there was nothing they could
do about it”.
Gillen was in the National Youth Theatre
at 14 and never considered anything other
than acting. “I didn’t have any other skills, I
just about had a secondary school education and a Leaving Cert. But I knew one
thing: I didn’t want to work in an office.”
He moved to London at 19 and slowly built
up a reputation as a talented performer in
well-received new plays. “There wasn’t a
ton of work and if you were a young, untrained urchin like me, you had to chase it,”
he recalls. “I didn’t have any other options,
but I was always optimistic. The hustle
leads to tiny things, but they weren’t tiny
things to me in any way.”
In those years, there was one memorably
bad experience. “Very early in my career, I
had to wait a long time to get my first pay
cheque. I felt bad because when I eventually did do a TV show, I bitched a bit about the
person who’d ripped me off, or took a long
time to pay me, and I had a bit of residual
guilt for that, because I don’t know what his
situation was.”
His first major film was Terry George’s
Some Mother’s Son (1996) but his breakout
role in terms of recognition was undoubtedly as the charismatic Lothario in 1999’s
Queer as Folk. The series, which was set in
Manchester, was ground-breaking — the
first time gay men had been depicted on
British television as three-dimensional
characters rather than as mincing punchlines or people with Aids. And yet, looking
back at it now, it’s hard to imagine that its
central storyline — a relationship between
a 28-year-old man (Gillen) and a 15-year-old
boy (Charlie Hunnam) wouldn’t provoke
outrage today. “It’s a tricky area but no way
would it be made now,” Gillen says. “At the
time, I really saw it as a story of empowerment for the younger guy, regardless of the
legality of it. I’m not sure what age the character was in Call Me By Your Name, but that
was hugely successful recently, depicting a
kind of similar age gap.”
He had a bit of a blow-up with his other
co-star on the series, Craig Kelly. “I thought
he was great in it, he did loads of the heavy
lifting, [and] was the unsung star of that
show. [I was] pretty sure we were literally
close to a punch-up on day three [of filming]. Pretty sure he was confusing my acting
with reality. I said to the producers, ‘can you
get rid of him? He’s being a c**t and pissing
me off.’ They said: ‘Well, we might have to
get rid of you.’”
The series made Gillen a star, something that didn’t always sit easily with him.
He was asked to do Chris Evans’s show
TFI Friday and “ran a mile”. He recounts a
photoshoot where he and Hunnam were
supposed to pillow-fight with bikini-clad
models. Gillen decided he’d pretend to be
asleep on the floor. “It was the first time that
I was being stopped on the street or people
were calling out names to me —usually the
character’s name; there was a part of me
that liked it, but mainly I didn’t and so I ran

off to America for a few years and did some
obscure, indie, psychological horrors.”
He lived in LA for a time but was frustrated by endless meetings about projects that
went nowhere and the overall fakeness of
the place. “If you are the type of person who
likes real-world stuff, it’s not for you. I still
have an agent there and the network you
need, but I kind of like to be able to have
that and to live in Kerry.”
One of his most famous performances is
as the ambitious mayor Tommy Carcetti on
The Wire. The series, widely reckoned to be
one of the greatest of all time, was a slow
burner; it was a while before critics and audiences woke up to its gritty brilliance.
“It was unusual for an American drama to
centre around the subjects it did in such a
thoughtful way,” he says. “All the time I was
there, I was almost walking on air. When
season four aired, the critical acclaim began. It hadn’t been there from the start.”
His time filming The Wire coincided with
his father’s illness and death. “My time in
Baltimore, a city I grew to love quickly, and
spent a couple of years in, will forever be
spliced with my father’s last year, mostly
because I was there for a lot of it, walking
along the waterfront, learning lines and
worrying about him, as much as you can.”
His parents never treated him any differently as he became famous — he recounts
them arriving backstage to plays in London
with a cooked steak for him — but it was a
little more complicated with friends.
“Maybe if you meet someone you haven’t
seen for years, yes, it can be a bit hard to get
started, especially if they think you’re shit.

She’s been a
stabilising force
in my life, an
inspiration.
She’s great fun.
It was like
finding someone
who was like me
but not totally
like me.

But, as over the years, you have to isolate
yourself somewhat when working nights
in theatre or days/nights on film/TV, you’ve
already streamlined your social circle. If
you build up a career over 30 years, from
starting out as a shadow on Wanderly Wagon
to a one-liner on something else to eventual lead roles, there’s never been a really
perceptive shift of vibe or inclination to act
starry. Or maybe they do think I’m a total
asshole, which no doubt I’ve been occasionally.”
His career seemed to continually build
throughout the last 20 years. Game of
Thrones, in which he played the scheming
Littlefinger, was a televisual supernova,
dwarfing everything he had done previously in terms of popularity. The character’s
death was shot at the beginning of season
seven, but didn’t air until the finale. He remembers it as “emotional and yes, a trip,
but the reason I felt it strongly was nothing
to do with the series itself. I just loved my
time on that — [co-creators and producers]
David Benioff and Dan Weiss gave me a
great life for seven years.”
Gillen was married to Olivia O’Flanagan
from 2001 but they separated in 2014. They
have two children, Joe and Berry, who are 19
and 22 respectively.
The toughest part of the breakup, he says
“is making sure it works out in the best possible way with the kids… that’s it, and where
the work is.”
For the last few years, Gillen has been in
a relationship with musician and actress
Camille O’Sullivan. “Camille and me have
been together for about six-and-a-half
years and she’s definitely been a stabilis-
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THREE OF
THE BEST
AIDAN GILLEN
PERFORMANCES

Aidan Gillen
says of living
in LA, ‘if you
are the type
of person
who likes
real-world
stuff, it’s not
for you’
Picture
by David
Conachy
Right: Gillen
(centre) in
‘Queer As
Folk’; and
(below)
with Sophie
Turner in
‘Game of
Thrones’

TOMMY CARCETTI
IN ‘THE WIRE’ (2005)

The Wire, Gillen once
said, “went beyond mere
entertainment... It dealt with
issues that no other shows
would be interested in dealing
with. It didn’t compromise in
any areas.” While most shows
of the era —the mid-2000s —
were highly stylised, the plot
lines of dialogue in The Wire
paralleled real life, in that
they were fragmented and
filled with gaps, and Gillen
delivered the meaningful
silences with the same skill
as the killer lines. The show
held up an uncomfortable
mirror to American society,
and Gillen’s performance as
Tommy Carcetti, a politician
whose conscience slowly
catches up with his essentially
self-serving nature, was one of
the highlights.

Below:
Gillen with
partner
Camille
O’Sullivan

AIDAN IN ‘TREACLE
JR’ (2010)

ing force in my life,” he says. “She’s been
an inspiration. She’s great fun. It was like
finding someone who was like me but not
totally like me. We understand each other
but there are mysteries, too, that you want
to unpick.”
Last year, Gillen had what looked like a
tricky interview moment with Lorraine
Kelly when the presenter referred to
Camille as his ‘fiancée’. “The Lorraine
interview wasn’t awkward, it was
just my genuine reaction,” he says.
“Camille wasn’t my fiancée, and I
was still married and I didn’t want
my kids to be watching TV and think
my father is getting married to someone and we don’t know about it.”
They’ve no plans to marry. “We both have
kids and they’re the priority.”
Fatherhood brought some contradictions to the daily rhythms of his life, he
says. “It slowed things down but it was also
as though things sped up in another respect. Days seemed much longer because
you were up late at night and early in the
morning with babies and then toddlers. But
everything happened at a child’s pace, and
you had to explain things and look at things
through a child’s psyche. You have to be
responsible as a father. I probably don’t lay
down the law enough.”
He lived in Dingle for a few years and
his kids went to school there. Though he
doesn’t have a home there now, he still periodically returns, and sometimes camps
there.
“When I lived there I’d fly out of the airport in Kerry, and producers in London

were like ‘I’m not sure if you should do that.
It might tire you out’ and I thought ‘being
around you all the time would tire me out,
what gives me my energy is going to Dingle
for the weekend’ and that was the truth.
People in Dingle don’t give you any special
treatment if you’re on the TV, they’ve no
problem treating you like everyone else.
I still have friends there but I don’t have
a home there. I bring a tent and lash it
up near Wine Strand — there’s never
any place to stay in town. I’ve always
liked just getting in the car and going.”
He’s made a new film, which he can’t
talk about yet, which was filmed on the
empty streets of Dublin during lockdown.
“We didn’t try to hide from the fact that
there was a pandemic happening so we
tried to capture the moment and incorporate it into the story. There was a sense of
euphoria to be out doing something.”
Gillen is 52 and lately gives the impression of a man much more comfortable in
his own skin. He once said that he beats
himself up over the fact that he never feels
he was as good as he wants to be. But now,
mellowed by age, chastened by lockdown,
he sounds a hopeful note.
“There’s no way I’m as good as I’d like to
be yet, but I’m getting there. I’ve been lucky
but I’ve made my own luck. If you’re not
out there putting yourself around, you’re
not going to get lucky or unlucky. I never feel I should have got more out of my
career. I’m certainly happy and proud to
have got to where I did, but I’m still hopeful
there’s one or two great roles for me out
there.”

One of the
delights of
Gillen’s back
catalogue is
the amount of
smaller projects
that sailed under the
radar. This film, from British
director Jamie Thraves (with
whom Gillen had also worked
on The Low Down — another
under-rated gem) contained
a towering performance from
the Dubliner as a fast-talking
and ragged Irishman with
learning difficulties. His sunny
likeability is a counterpoint
to the overall bleakness of
the film, and Gillen’s subtle,
nuanced performance earned
warm praise.

CHARLIE HAUGHEY
IN ‘CHARLIE’ (2015)

Playing the Black Prince of
Irish politics, as the series
called him, represented
a curious challenge for
Gillen. Despite the reams
that had been written about
him, and the scrutiny of his
private and public persona,
Charlie Haughey remained
an essentially ‘unknowable’
character. As his performance
in Game of Thrones proved,
Gillen excels at playing
shrewd manipulators and,
as Haughey, he schemed and
seethed in a suitably hideous
hairpiece and seemed to
summon the spirit and the
physicality of the controversial
former Taoiseach. It was a
performance that won him a
Best Actor IFTA in 2015.
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Celia Holman Lee,
aged 18, in the engine
of the first jumbo ever to
land at Shannon airport.
Picture by Dermot Hurley
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Celia Holman Lee didn’t have it easy growing up — she came from an
unfashionable part of Limerick city and didn’t meet her father until she was
10. As the former model turns 70, she tells Barry Egan the story of her life

Thegirlfrom
thewrongside
ofthetracks

C

elia Holman Lee sits in the
conservatory of her grand
five-bedroom home in
Ballysheedy, Co Limerick,
looking out on an acre of
manicured gardens. It’s a
peaceful spot, one of the
more visible rewards of a life of hard work.
These days, the former model is often to be
found on RTÉ’s Today Show talking about
style with Maura and Daithí. But it is here
in rural Limerick on the eve of her 70th
birthday that she reminisces on her life,
recalling the sometimes painful memories
of her childhood.
She grew up in a council house on Carey’s
Road in Limerick city with her mother,
Kathleen Meehan. Her parents’ marriage
broke up just after she was born in the
old Bedford Row maternity hospital on
December 2, 1950.
Her father, Jackie Holman, left to live
with his two sisters in Geraldine Villas on
Mulgrave Street. And he took with him
Celia’s two older brothers, Donald and
Leonard, born 1946 and 1948 respectively.
Jackie worked at the railway station five
minutes’ walk from where Celia lived. Yet
for the first 10 years of her life, she never set
eyes on him. Nor did she see her brothers
until she was eight. Her mother never
mentioned the subject of her father and
Celia never brought it up. She says now
that she didn’t miss her dad because he
had been absent from her life since birth,
while her uncles on her mother’s side were
a constant presence. “I was surrounded by
my mother’s brothers — there was seven of
them. They were all so good to me.”
Her Aunt Theresa, who lived across
the city in Thomondgate, helped out and
became like a ‘second mother’. Celia’s
grandmother, Elizabeth, kept an eye on
them, too. All Kathleen’s five sisters looked
out for their sibling and her daughter. “They
was always watching my mother.”
Why?
“My mother wasn’t well,” she explains.
“She had terrible anxiety and depression.
Auntie Theresa used to say to me, ‘She

wasn’t well after you’. Now we call it manic
depression, after babies,” she says, meaning
postnatal depression. “I am so sorry now I
never asked, but I never wanted to know.”
Celia wanted to keep her life focused,
because ”if I didn’t go back, everything was
OK. So, I kept going”.
She believes the root of her mother’s
depression was losing her sons and “being
left alone with a baby. I used to ‘lose’ her.
That’s the word that would describe it. I
was always trying to find her.”
Trying to make ends meet wasn’t easy for
lone parents in the Limerick of the 1950s.
“It was very tough, I would think. But what
you have to understand is when you are
living that life, you know nothing more or
nothing better. I was loved.
“I did Irish dancing. My mother wouldn’t
have the money for the dancing and my
uncles would chip in. Or when I went to the
Dalton’s School of Dance, if I didn’t have the
money to pay, they wouldn’t ask for it.”
Even then, she was able to “lock myself
down and move on very well. It is a good
trait and a bad trait.”
Attending Presentation School on Sexton
Street in the city centre, she remembers
being happy. “I used to run up and down
William Street and Bedford Row in the city,
up O’Connell Street, up by the People’s
Park, up by St Joseph’s Street where Ger Lee
[her future husband] used to live. That was
my home territory.”
When Celia was in fifth class, she and
her mother moved to a corporation flat in
Ballynanty Beg, a working-class housing
estate on the northside of Limerick.
Her mother’s depression worsened “from
the minute we moved there” and Celia
found herself taking on the role of mother.
“I minded her. I had to. I never let go of her.
I couldn’t leave go of her. Not even to this
day,” she says, tearful now. “I idolised her,
even though she was off there [she gestures
into space]. It was difficult for me to relate
as a young girl but then when I think of it
— her two baby boys going living with their
father, and me living with her back at home
— how the f**k did she survive at all?”

Modelling was
elitist. I did feel
at times I wasn’t
accepted... I was
frightened to tell
them where I
was from

Celia Holman Lee admits she is
nervous about turning 70, despite
not feeling her age.
Picture by Frank McGrath

A few years after the move to Ballynanty,
she met her father for the first time and
began to get to know him.“My relationship
with him was good. He was a very quiet
man, very kind.”
She never asked him about the marriage,
or her mother. “He never said anything
about her, other than: ‘Is your mother
alright?’ He would never say ‘Kathleen’.
“He was good to me. He got me whatever I
wanted every Christmas. “
Was what she wanted most to have her
father back in her life more?
“I didn’t need my father back. He was
always there if I needed him. I had the best
childhood ever with mother and her family.
It was difficult but it was happy.”
She went on to develop a good
relationship with her brothers. Sadly, her
eldest brother Donald, a retired Garda, died
of cancer aged 59 at Waterford Regional
Hospital in 2006.
In 1964, a chance sighting sparked her
modelling career. A scout called Ann
Moloney spotted the 14-year-old Celia
walking up Limerick’s Patrick Street on a
message for her mother. Celia went on to
become one of the most successful models
in the country. Did she face obstacles
because of where she came from?
“Modelling was elitist then,” she says. “I
did feel at times that I wasn’t accepted. I
didn’t feel that comfortable in the industry.
I wouldn’t be telling them where I was from
because I was frightened to tell them where
I was from.” She was frightened, also, that
the prejudice would stop her from getting
somewhere in life.
“You have, in Dublin, Foxrock and
Ballymun. Carey’s Road was the wrong side
of the tracks for the snobs and Ballynanty
was the same. There was a class distinction
there. Because of my background, and the
way I grew up, I lacked confidence until
later in life. You wouldn’t think that, but I
pretended I was confident.”
Even when she was well established,
Continued on next page
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she found prejudice. She recalls a woman
from “the horsey set” in Limerick who
heard that her modelling agency was
putting on a show at the National Ploughing
Championships in the early 1980s. The
woman was interested in working with
her, but not before subjecting her to an
interview to judge her suitability.
“Where are you from?” she asked.
“It always followed me around that I was
from the council side of the city. We got the
job anyway. And then I told her to go f**k
herself!”
She fought back against this prejudice “by
being bloody good. I made sure I was the
best f**king model on the ramp”.
It was around the age of 14, too, that she
came across Ger Lee, the man who was
to become her husband. She first met the
16-year-old local lad on the beach in Kilkee,
Co Clare, long beloved of Limerick people.
A year later, they met again in the Cavalier
Club, a disco in the city, and he asked her
out. They got engaged in 1969 and married
at Bunratty Castle in 1972. “[My father] paid
for my wedding,” she says. “He didn’t go. I
didn’t invite him. My brother Donald was
there. My other brother Leonard didn’t go
then because my father wasn’t invited.”
Why didn’t she invite her father?
“There was no issue with my father not
being at my wedding. He was happy that I
was happy with Ger.” She leaves it at that.
By 1974, Celia had set up her own
modelling company, and a fashion
boutique, Celia Lee’s, followed three years
later. The couple bought a big plot of land
in Ballysheedy, a few miles outside the city,
and built the house they still live in today.
Business may have been thriving but
there were dark moments in her personal
life. Her father developed Alzheimer’s. She
can recall pushing baby Ivan in his pram
one day in the city. He passed her. “I said:
‘Dad?’” He didn’t know who she was.
“No one knew what Alzheimer’s was
back then.”
In 1976, when her father was in his mid70s, he fell into the river Shannon near the
city centre. “His body was never found. My
two brothers both searched up and down
the river. There was no funeral.”
Growing up without a father didn’t
affect her, she says, until she had her own
children. When Ivan and Cecile arrived in
1975 and 1978, she suddenly thought, “How
could I be separated from Ivan and Cecile,
even if I had a third child? How could I?”
She believes she “inherited” her
mother’s survival instincts. She called on
those qualities when her boutique had to
close after almost 20 years of business in
the late 1980s.
“We lost everything, nearly. The minute
the boutique went bust, I dug into the
agency. It took us about three years to
recover. It was very difficult,” she says,
adding that having two young kids at the
time added to their worries. “Then I thought

Celia as a young model (left and above): a
chance sighting as a 14-year-old sparked
her career during the 1960s. Below, with
her beloved mother Kathleen Meehan,
who died in 2004

My looks got me
noticed but my
work ethic made
my livelihood.
When I look at
myself in pictures
as a model, I think,
‘I wasn’t half bad’

about where I came from and said: ‘Christ,
we’re not dead. We’ll get out of this’.”
Ger Lee also had to close his
clothing manufacturing plant at the
old Tait factory on Lord Edward Street
when he lost a crucial contract for Husky
coats with Dunnes Stores, among other
companies.
“Ger took that worse than me. He really
worked on it and it was flying. It was just
the way it was. It wasn’t Dunnes Stores’
fault. It was the country’s fault. It was the
recession’s fault. Everybody falls on their
arses and picks themselves up again.
That’s what we did. Ger had to shut the
factory and lay off everybody. He had
about 60 staff. It was a very hard time
for us.
“An understanding came in as I got
older of what my mother went through.
I thought: ‘Christ, how did my mother
survive?’”
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Did she ever ask her mother about it?
“I couldn’t.”
As the years went by, her confidence
grew, particularly when she started “mixing
outside of Limerick and getting recognition
in Dublin”. She was a judge on the Late
Late Show Fashion Awards in the early
1980s and went on to become a fixture on
afternoon shows on RTÉ and Virgin Media
TV, talking about fashion and modelling the
clothes herself or having one of her models
do it. In 2002, the girl from the wrong side of
the tracks won a VIP Magazine Most Stylish
Woman Award.
She also still runs, with her daughter
Cecile, one of Ireland’s longest-established
modelling agencies, and is an unofficial
ambassador for the city of Limerick. Not
bad for a girl who left school early and had
to work for everything she got in life.
“My looks got me noticed as a model
but, when we set up the model agency,

for many years it was my work ethic that
made my livelihood. When I look at myself
in pictures as a young model, I just think, ‘I
wasn’t half bad.’ I appreciate that I still look
well.”
Her beloved mother lived to the age of
82, dying on March 17, 2004, at the Roseville
Nursing Home in Limerick. She lived with
Celia and Ger in Ballysheedy for two years.
“Then we bought her a house in Glasgow
Park near us.”
On the day her mother died, Celia, who
was grand marshal at the St Patrick’s Day
parade in Limerick, attended a mass at
the chapel in Sarsfield Barracks before
ringing the nursing home to check on her.
She was told her mother wasn’t great.
“It isn’t easy to watch someone you love
die. She held my hand, looked up at me, two
tears came down her eyes, and then she
closed her eyes and died.”

Celia Holman Lee
pictured in her home
near Ballysheedy, Co
Limerick, that she built
with husband Ger Lee,
inset, and where she
raised her two children
Ivan and Cecile.
Picture by Frank McGrath

Celia was “very bad” when she
died. “And I’m still not right. I truly and
honestly believe when I die that she is the
only one I want to meet. We were always
together, going around town, with the hat
on her.”
As for turning the big Seven O next week,
she is unequivocal: “I don’t want to go anywhere. I don’t want to think I have only 10
years left and be dead at 80. I am nervous
at getting older. I don’t want to be told I’m a
great age. I don’t want to leave this place. I
don’t feel 70, as God is my judge.”
What lessons has she learned from life?
“That you hold on. You give life a chance.
You don’t run out the door at the first
chance because it doesn’t work out. You
have two children and you want to make
sure that they are OK because their father
is very important to them. Ger was always
brilliant as a father. I needed that in my life. I
needed a family.”
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Review
Aja Naomi King
as Ifrah Ahmed
in ‘A Girl from
Mogadishu’

Film

Ifrah’s story
of hope in
the midst
of horror
HILARY
WHITE
A GIRL FROM
MOGADISHU
HHHH

Cert 15A, opens in selected
cinemas (subject to
restrictions) and digitally
on-demand from Friday

T

ommy Tiernan, tearyeyed and leaning into
the words of his guest,
reflected the nation
watching at home. The
sheer courage and integrity of Ifrah Ahmed made her appearance
on Tiernan’s Saturday-night chat
show some of the most magnetic television of 2019. By relating
both her harrowing experience of
female genital mutilation (FGM)
and her determination to have
this horrific medieval practice
abolished, the Somali-born campaigner immediately came to
signify resilience, humanity, and
immigration’s enriching hand.
Two-hundred million women
around the world live with

the physical atrocity of FGM,
while millions more young
girls await it. It was only when
‘Ifrah’ (as the world simply calls
her) was trafficked to Ireland as
an asylum seeker in 2006 that
the bafflement of her medical
examiners told her this cultural
practice was not right.
She taught herself to read
and write, and soon forged
political relationships to get
her story heard. By 2010, she
had established a foundation
in her name to eliminate FGM
in Somalia, and would go on to
address the European Parliament
and UN Council.
While Ifrah managed to get
legislation signed banning FGM
in Ireland, changing minds in her
homeland will be a much slower
process, and that’s taking into
account her appointment
as gender adviser to the
government of Somalia. Film, that
medium so effective at reaching
minds, is a tool close to Ifrah’s
heart, and one she has used in
documentary format to illustrate
the brutality of FGM in those
regions where it persists.
Now, Ifrah’s story has been
dramatised by writer-director
Mary McGuckian for wider
consumption.
Having escaped a forced
marriage to a 50-year-old man
of her grandmother’s behest,
teenage Ifrah (Aja Naomi King)
has fled to Mogadishu and is
caught up in that city’s conflict
when we meet her. After trying
and ultimately failing to evade
militia gunmen, she survives,
only to realise that there will be

consequences for abandoning her
husband. She manages to make
arrangements to leave Somalia
with the financial help of an aunt
in the US, and, after some close
calls, is able to make contact with
a trafficker (Captain Phillips star
Barkhad Abdi) to bring her to
America.
Only, she ends up in wintery
Dublin where an entire new
set of circumstances must be
negotiated, all without a word of
English.
After registering with asylum
services, she is guided towards
care and attention by a social
worker (played by Pauline
McLynn) and bonds with a fellow
Somali refugee.
Language, food, and norms
confound her, but it is only when
she is medically examined that
the full trauma of her mutilation
at the age of eight comes back
to her. On discovering that this is
also a sadness to the other Somali
women she meets in Dublin, Ifrah
steels herself.
She sets her mind to learning
English and begins speaking out
about FGM. When she catches the
attention of Labour’s Joe Costello
(Stanley Townsend) and wife and
MEP Emer (Orla Brady), real doors
of influence begin to open.
Central to Ifrah’s rise in profile
are the ghosts from her past and
a sense that she must deal with
them before she can truly come
of age. She returns to Somalia
with an aid agency. There, she
confronts her grandmother
(an incredibly poignant and
understated turn by Somali music
icon Maryam Mursal) and tries

to appeal to the parents of young
girls whom she meets in a refugee
camp.
Although Ifrah’s remarkable
story may appear a gift from the
script-writing gods, McGuckian
has an unenviable task in some
ways. Not only must she convey
the nightmare of razor blades
and gang-rape from which Ifrah
escaped, she also has to portray
this developing-world culture in
a way that makes us believe it has
the capacity to change. The actual
intimate injuries of FGM must be
explained but there is a balance
to be found between education,
dramatic engagement, and the
stomach-turning mechanics of
the practice. It is a relief to say that
she achieves this.
Shot in Dublin and Morocco, the
cast in both locations give a very
fine account of themselves, with
King channelling the real Ifrah
(who makes a cameo during one
scene) commendably.
Bar Nitin Sawhney’s spectral
score and some elegant visual
flourishes by cinematographer
Michael Lavelle, there is an
understandably functional
quality to A Girl From Mogadishu.
Ifrah’s story itself is simply too
powerful to fail, you sense, but
McGuckian still resists the urge
to turn her into something too
inflated and iconic.
As a primer for the realities
of gender-based violence, this
two-hour film is understandably
harrowing. But the main message
is ultimately one of hope, and if
it is to connect in ways that bring
about change where it is most
needed, this will be central.
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Donal Ryan
‘No longer the
Nearly Man’
Books: Page 21
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Streaming

Di, Nancy and Maggie remind us
that nostalgia can work magic
John (Iain Glen) and his
recently orphaned niece Jo
(Mackenzie Foy) in ‘Black Beauty’

BLACK BEAUTY
Disney+

HH

Disney has made a new liveaction film of Anna Sewell’s 1877
novel. It is the fifth cinematic
version and, like all those that
have gone before, it makes the
setting, time and gender of Black
Beauty its own. Here, the setting
is modern-day Long Island and
the horse is female, the voice of
Kate Winslet no less. However, the
essence of the story remains the
same, an unbreakable bond that
defies all odds. What’s not to like?
Beauty, a mustang stolen from
the wild, is rescued by John (Iain
Glen) and brought to a Long Island sanctuary where she will be
trained before being rehomed.
But Beauty resists all efforts to
tame her until she meets kindred
spirit Jo (Mackenzie Foy), John’s
recently orphaned niece. Jo accompanies Beauty when she is
leased to the very wealthy Winthorps, where the handsome son,
George (Calam Lynch), is lovely
but the women are comically nasty. So, too, are the local rich girls
and a fair swathe of humanity and
this is the film’s downfall.
It is all quite black and white,
the characters one-dimensional
and the script ordinary. Nonetheless, it is a nice, wholesome family
film which should work best for
anyone new to the story.

THE NIGHT PORTER
VOD Nov 30

HHHH

Liliana Cavani’s 1973 film was
enormously controversial at the
time of its release. It has been
restored and remastered and its
availability on digital and BluRay
(Cult Films) offers an opportunity
to see this cult classic through the
filter of different times. The sexual
shock value barely registers today
but other aspects of it remain
controversial.
In Vienna, in 1957, a young
woman, Lucia (Charlotte Rampling), unexpectedly sees Max
(Dirk Bogarde), the SS guard who
forced her into a sexual relationship in a work camp. Max is part
of a group of former Nazis who
closely protect their pasts. As a

witness, Lucia is a danger to them,
but when she and Max see each
other their sexual connection is
reignited. It was this aspect that
caused most controversy.
Cavani’s work prior to this
film was on the complexities of
history. She had grown up in an
anti-fascist family in an Italy ruled
by Mussolini so she understood
the clash between past and present. The sexual impact of the film
lies in the aspects of PTSD, Stockholm Syndrome and the recreation of wrongs in order to correct
them, although these are not explored in depth. Stylistically the
film is very much of its time and
thematically it is complicated, but
it is an important piece in the jigsaw of cinema history.

POSSESSOR

Now VOD IFI@home

HHHH

Brandon Cronenberg’s second
film is not for the faint-hearted.
It’s very clever, well made and
thought-provoking but it is
disturbing and gory from the very
first scene. Tasya Vos (Andrea
Riseborough) is the ‘possessor’
of the title. Under the care of her
doctor, Girder, (Jennifer Jason
Leigh), Vos inhabits the bodies
and minds of chosen subjects
in order to manipulate them
into committing murder and
then killing themselves. It’s a
big business for big business
but it takes its toll on the real
Vos. Having to become so many
different people is making her grip
on reality increasingly tenuous.
And while there seems no moral
conundrum about killing others,
when she is possessing a subject,
she struggles to take their life. Or is
that struggle really hers?
Her latest contract is to possess
Colin Tate (Christopher Abbott)
and to kill Tate’s girlfriend Ava
(Tuppence Middleton) and her data-mining millionaire father (Sean
Bean). Suffice to say, it gets tricky
around identity and control and
the interpretation of that is what
is most interesting . Arthouse in
leaning, this mix of horror, sci-fi
and conventional thriller is not for
everyone, but it is very clever.
Aine O’Connor

DÓNAL
LYNCH
THE REAGANS

Available now on Showtime.
Irish release date TBC

THE COMEY RULE

Available now on Netflix

THE CROWN

Available now on Netflix

T

he future is fragile. The
present is lonely and
grey. Little wonder,
then, that right now
pop culture prefers to
look back. The music service,
Spotify, reported a huge spike
in ’ 80s music this past summer.
In October, Spitting Image,
the comedic conscience of
that lacquered decade, was
relaunched. And, this month,
the streaming giants have
placed their fingers on the same,
lucrative pulse of nostalgia.
They have given us Princess
Diana roller-skating through
the palace, Thatcher icily
facing down the queen, Nancy
Reagan and her astrologer. Each
halcyon vignette has provided
a comforting respite from the
horror of the news. We know
how it worked out. The story has
been written.
And perhaps there is hope,
too, in the idea that even this
terrible present is merely a
rewrite of the past. Certainly
that is the central thesis of
Showtime’s new documentary
series The Reagans, which draws
a direct line between Ronald
and ‘the Donald’. Just as Trump

sought to Make America Great
Again, Reagan harked back to,
what the documentary calls, “a
mythical America that never
existed”. Mixing interviews with
former advisers and Ron Reagan
Jr (who certainly seems to have
an axe to grind with his late
father), director Matt Tyrnauer
portrays a man whose studiohoned smoothness and breezy
affability meant that he could
sell any policy to the American
people.
There was, of course, the
bonanza of tax cuts — dubbed
Reaganomics — and Reagan’s
immoral handling of the
Aids crisis, but Tyrnauer lays
a more serious (and newer)
charge against the former
president; that he engaged in
“dog whistle” racism. We are
shown Reagan, in conversation
with Richard Nixon, calling
United Nations delegates from
African countries “monkeys”.
It’s a visceral contradiction of
the popular memory of Reagan
as embodying sane, moderate
Republicanism.
The series also shows how
Nancy Reagan’s ambitions were
the wind beneath her husband’s
wings. In the 1980s, there was
a mania for the buttoned-up
morals of the 1950s (Madonna
reimagined herself as Doris
Day for the biggest single of
1986, True Blue) and Nancy
taps into this nostalgia in her
Stepford perfection and adoring
looks toward her husband.
Kitty Kelly, who wrote an
infamous biography of Nancy,
is a producer on the series and
leavens the heavy-duty political
analysis with insights into
Ronnie and Nancy’s relationship.
If Kelly’s involvement in The
Reagans were a clue that the
series would be no hagiography,
the casting of Jeff Daniels as
James Comey was the first

inkling that the former director
of the FBI would not come well
out of The Comey Rule; unusually
the subject is better looking
than the actor who portrays
him. As with Reagan, there were
tragic consequences to Comey’s
slick communication skills and
powers of self-delusion — his
announcement of a renewed
investigation into Hillary
Clinton influenced the result of
the 2016 presidential election.
The series has the time and
the space to show you why
he believed the lies he told
himself and a highlight is
Brendan Gleeson’s nuanced
turn as Donald Trump. Drained
of laughs, and with a sinister
undercurrent of megalomania
and self-regard, it underlines the
vast gulf between performance
and impression.
In many ways the same could
be said of Gillian Anderson,
who plays Margaret Thatcher
in The Crown. Though she
is not in every episode, she
owns the series, and hers is a
portrayal that eclipses even
that of Meryl Streep in The Iron
Lady. Sue Townsend’s Adrian
Mole (one of the heroes of the
1980s) wondered if the real Mrs
Thatcher ever wept, and, if she
did, whether her tears were
“molten steel”, but Anderson
believably shows Maggie
distracted with grief when
her son, Mark, goes missing
and sobbing silently when her
cabinet stabs her in the back at
the bitter end.
It’s a humanising postscript to
a woman whose public persona
was defined by ideological
defiance. When Thatcher died,
seven years ago, Britain’s fury at
her legacy had still not abated
— but Anderson’s towering and
humane performance shows
that time, and nostalgia, heal all
wounds.

IF YOU LIKE THAT... THREE MORE RETRO SHOWS
DEUTSCHLAND 83

Sky Atlantic
The highest-grossing subtitled
drama in TV history features
Jonas Nay as an East German
forced to become a spy to help
his family. There’s the thrill of
action set against a backdrop of
dimly remembered events, and
the gorgeous German interiors
are a co-star by themselves.

THE INBETWEENERS

All 4
When it came out in 2008, this
series was largely dismissed,
but since then it has become
something of a cult classic. The
show follows teen Simon Bird’s
move from private school to
state comprehensive, and is as
bleak, funny and deeply British
as the Cure songs that score it.

THIS IS ENGLAND

All 4
This series tells the story of a
gang of misfit kids navigating life
in Thatcher’s Britain. They are
obsessed with pop music and
the World Cup (fittingly, given
the week that’s in it, Maradona
features), and there is one of the
most harrowing abuse storylines
in all TV drama.
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Television

Comfort viewing with cake and
furry creatures is food for the soul
EILIS
O’HANLON
THE GREAT BRITISH BAKE OFF
Tuesday, Channel Four, 8pm

I’M A CELEBRITY… GET ME OUT
OF HERE!
Daily, ITV, various times

THE DEN

Sunday, RTÉ One, 6.30pm

DEIRDRE O’KANE TALKS FUNNY
Saturday, RTÉ One, 9.40pm

T

here could easily have
been no Great British
Bake Off this year. Only
the sacrifice of over 100
people who agreed to go
into a bubble for six weeks during
filming — contestants, presenters,
crew, hospitality staff — kept the
show on the road.
It ended with victory for
20-year-old student Peter, the
show’s youngest-ever winner,
who was crowned King of the
Tent after constructing a puffed
rice Christmas tree with spiced
plum duffs and chocolate and orange checkerboard biscuits on top
of a Victoria sandwich for his final
showstopper. As you do.
Poor Laura had a nightmare, but
was probably lucky to be in the
final three after everyone’s favourite, Hermine, was eliminated in
a shock result in the semi; David
would’ve been a worthy winner,
but his babkas were just a little bit
“too tough”. (Cue another wholesome cake-themed innuendo).
This is Bake Off’s 10th year, and
the show proved that it could
thrive in the midst of Covid just as
effortlessly as it did through losing
Mary Berry or moving to Channel
4. It was the show we all needed
in a grim year, being as warm and

Podcasts
THE ADAM BUXTON PODCAST

Acast, Apple, Soundcloud, Spotify

MOTHER OF POD

Acast, Apple, Broadcast, Podtail,
SoundCloud, Spotify

GOSSIPMONGERS

Acast, Apple, Podtail, Spotify

ATHLETICO MINCE

Acast, Apple, Podbean, Spotify

Lucy White
That we could all do with a laugh
right now is an understatement,
although, as any bickering couple

comforting as ever. It just makes
you feel better for having watched
it, and few dramas can match the
tension of a custard that won’t set
as the seconds tick away. The reason Bake Off is still going strong is
because that formula works without fuss.
Can the same be said for I’m A
Celebrity... Get Me Out Of Here?
Incredibly, that’s back this year for
a 20th season, this time in a castle
in Wales rather than the Australian jungle, after Covid came
close to seeing off ITV’s popular
pre-Christmas staple too.
There’s a suspicion that the
contestants are having it slightly easier than their predecessors
in previous series. Distance does
make a difference. They’re only a
few hours from home. They could
be out of there and home by bedtime. The jungle was always going
to be irreplaceable. In fairness,
though, the show has adapted
as well as could be expected to
that dreaded condition known
as ‘the new normal’, and Ant and
Dec retain the impressive ability,
like Morecambe and Wise before
them, to make the feeblest, most
signposted jokes sound funny.
The pair remain a reassuringly benign presence, like children
rather than grown-ups, who manage to take glee in the contestants’
predicament without coming
across as cruel. It will, after all,
never not be entertaining to see a
ballroom dancer crawling about
in total darkness in a room full
of rats and pigeons, squealing in
fright as he mistakes an ex-member of a girl band turned EastEnders actress for a creepy-crawly.
It’s traditional to scoff at the
celebrities who go on the show
for being low-rent and needy, but
they’re not doing any harm and
are (mostly) easy to like. From
former Family Fortunes presenter
Vernon Kay to Coronation Street
star Beverley Callard, they don’t
claim to be anything that they’re

knows — unable to agree on what
to watch on Netflix — one person’s guffaw is another person’s
groan. Humour is certainly subjective, however, here are some
light-relief podcasts guaranteed to
raise a smile.
Adam Buxton’s amiable podcast
has been raising consistent laughs
since airing five years ago. Episodes start with on-the-hoof intros while he walks his dog Rosie,
which creates an intimate, almost
conspiratorial, atmosphere, while
bonkers jingles and household-name guests elevate an
otherwise simple format to giddy
heights (including Jeff Goldblum,

Bake Off judges Paul
Hollywood and Prue Leith
with winner Peter Sawkins

not, and don’t take themselves
too seriously. Their ordinariness
and vulnerability is the show’s enduring appeal, and in every series
there’s always one who comes
from relative obscurity to winning
the hearts of viewers.
This year it’s BBC Radio One DJ
Jordan North, who in one memorable moment last week, jumped
innocently into the shower with
Shane Ritchie. He’ll surely prove
hard to beat.
A desire for comfort in a
troubled year also explains the
appeal of The Den, revived on RTÉ
as an early-evening weekend family show. Its primary aim seems
to be to provide nostalgia for 30and 40-somethings wanting to
reclaim a slice of their childhoods,
when the world made sense.
On last Sunday’s show, two men
who, as children, had been invited
on air after sending in a picture,
even appeared again, now alongside their own children.
If it feels as if The Den is trying

Charlotte Gainsbourg, Caitlin Moran and our very own Blindboy
Boatclub, whose own podcast is
equally topical).
Two years, nearly 70 episodes
and a recent hiatus later, the
Mothers of Pod are back with a
six-week limited series for lockdown number 2. The brainchild
of Sophie White (of this Parish)
and Jen O’Dwyer, MoP launched
primarily to bust myths about
parenting and womanhood, but is
accessible to anyone with a penchant for TMI craic. Tuning in to
each episode is like catching up
with old friends over a glass (or
three?) of vino, which, after sev-

a bit too hard, there are worse
crimes in television, and it’s worth
it if only to be reminded of the
anarchic force of nature that is
Dustin the Turkey. Zig and Zag’s
humour is gentler, safer. Disrupter-in-chief Dustin brings with him
a whiff of unpredictability, as he
launches, for reasons that are not
entirely clear, into a song about
“Claire Byrne’s cacks”.
He gives the sense that he may
cross the line at any moment, and
Ray D’Arcy deserves credit for being prepared to lay aside his more
august current persona as a radio
and chat show host, and cede
control again to a room full of
puppets — though seeing him in a
child’s wig, lip-syncing to I Want A
Hippopotamus For Christmas”,was
definitely on the weird side.
Meanwhile, the enduring
mystery of where all RTÉ’s money
goes has been answered at last by
those massive orange chairs on
Deirdre O’Kane Talks Funny, which
dwarf each week’s guest so much

eral weeks of Zoom fatigue, is just
the tonic.
Gossipmongers’ Joe Wilkinson
you might know from 8 Out of 10
Cats Does Countdown, while his
co-host is fellow comic David Earl
of Derek and After Life fame. In
this light-hearted podcast “about
gossip, dirty laundry, chitter-chatter and back-fence prittle-prattle”, the pair read out confessional
anecdotes submitted by listeners
that range from the preposterous
to the you-couldn’t-make-it-up
peculiar. It’s incredibly smutty
— and frequently laddish — but
press play and expect to howl
within minutes, if only for Wilkin-

it looks as if the unsuspecting victims are trapped in them.
This weekend’s guest was Ardal
O’Hanlon, described as “one of
the godfathers of Irish comedy”,
which sounds almost sinister for
such a genuine, self-effacing man.
O’Kane trotted briskly through
O’Hanlon’s career, from his one
and only Irish role pre-Father Ted
as a small-time drug dealer for
a reconstruction on Crimecall
(sadly there was no footage), to
his hugely successful turn as a detective in Death In Paradise, which
seems to have surprised him as
much as anyone. It was also great
to be reminded of just what a
magnificent stand-up O’Hanlon is, as he told an audience in
London that the average English
person apparently apologises two
million times in his or her lifetime, which “is still not enough,
but it’s a start”.
Deirdre O’Kane Talks Funny is
amiable, undemanding weekend
night fare, and none the worse for
it when life’s so hard right now.

son and Earl’s contagious laughter.
Athletico Mince comedian Bob
Mortimer is arguably the best
thing to happen to television,
with or without Vic Reeves, his
guest slots on the BBC’s Would I
Lie to You? are the stuff of comedy legend, while his softer side
has been revealed in the Beeb’s
Gone Fishing, in which he and Paul
Whitehouse discuss life, love and
loss while getting their ghillie on.
This podcast with Andy Dawson
started in 2016, when its main focus was football; however, it has
branched out in every direction,
interspersed with skits, sketches
and special guests.
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Radio

Theatre

Where the blue
ofthenight meets
gold in the day
DECLAN
LYNCH
BLUE OF THE NIGHT

Lyric FM, Monday to Thursday,
9pm-midnight

MARTY IN THE MORNING

Lyric FM, Monday to Friday 7-10am

R

adio listenership figures
during the pandemic
have gone mad — mad, I
tell you.
It seems the need
for that constant companion
has grown with the isolation
that most of us are experiencing.
Though unlike the multitude of
constant companions that are
available on the smartphone, this
one will probably not lead you too
far astray on the state of the world
— not deliberately anyway, not as
a matter of policy, not as a belief
system.
And if you happen to write for
a living, you’ve already been in
a kind of lockdown for much of
your working life anyway, so you
can understand that need to be
connected to those vaguely reliable human voices coming out of
the wireless.
Or coming out of the television
or the telephone — personally
I listen to a lot of radio that, for
technical reasons that I won’t
get into here, comes out of the
television. You probably know
what I mean.
Indeed, I’m probably ‘watching’ more radio on the TV, than I’m
watching TV on the TV.
And while I would be moving
from station to station, throughout the day, usually there is one
programme that I would hear almost every morning, and one that
I would hear almost every night.
This would be Marty in the Morning, and The Blue of the Night with
Bernard Clarke, both on Lyric FM.
That’s in real life anyway.
That’s when I’m not thinking
about writing a radio column,
which — and I’m just speculating
here — might well involve in the
fullness of time, listening to people other than Marty Whelan or
Bernard Clarke, on other stations.
But then they and others on
Lyric FM are very much a part of
this larger phenomenon, whereby
radio has become not just a supplier of factual information, but a
sort of mental health supplement
— if not indeed its main provider.
Most people who speak of
Marty’s show regard it as radio
that eases the strain of what

they’re hearing on the radio
in general — it’s not just an
alternative to Morning Ireland, it’s
more of an antidote.
And it seems like some kind of
a glorious accident, like one of
those miracle cures that happened when something went
wrong in the laboratory — as if
they thought that Marty would
perhaps bring a few more regular
folks to Lyric FM, only to discover that he was turning into the
Maestro.
The show’s increasing success
derives from a fundamental understanding that the great music
of the 20th Century has now become a kind of “classical” music in
its own right — it is settled science
now, that people such as Bob Dylan ended up winning Nobel Prizes and the like, because they’ve
created a body of work that will
last as long as any major opus in
the “heart of the repertoire”.
Indeed, it is the “heart of the
repertoire” which makes Lyric FM
sound most like elevator music,
the old-style classical records that
they start playing when Marty’s
gone home.
These are the sounds you’d expect to hear in your psychotherapist’s waiting room, whereas the
Marty collection is more like the
actual therapy — he engages with
the music in such a way, you can
feel it doing you good.
Which is not unlike the effect
that The Blue of the Night achieves
with another repertoire altogether. It is a show that has had wonderful presenters like Eamonn
Lenihan or Carl Corcoran, but Bernard Clarke has put his own mark
on it — which is not that easy to
do, when you’re supposedly just
playing records and murmuring in
a late-night style.
And I am particularly drawn to
his enthusiasm for some of the
rock gods of yore, the way he will
talk about some Jimi Hendrix
bootleg in such a learned way, and
then stick on a whole side of Jimi,
uninterrupted.
We do not hear much of wizards such as Led Zeppelin on
mainstream radio any more, but,
through Clarke, I realise they were
actually better than even their
most deranged followers were
claiming.
Moreover, a late-night dee-jay
on a ‘classical’ station is not really
supposed to be playing ‘heavy
rock’, but Clarke’s passion for all
the music just blows those dreary
little rules away.
There is this strange trust that
develops between presenter and
listener, a sense that George Lee
will probably be along soon with
some more bad news — but some
things are more important than
that, at the end of the day.
And at the beginning.

Alan Hughes as
Sammy Sausages
and Rob Murphy
as Buffy in last
year’s Tivoli panto

Oh yes, they will try to save
this year’s panto season
Beanstalks, lost
boys and banter,
Emer O’Kelly
writes, will be
beamed to you
at home
PANTOMIME NATIONWIDE
Various venues

F

ive million euro in special live entertainment
grants was announced
by the Department of
Arts at the beginning
of November. The individual
grants were signed off by a judging panel which considered the
individual applications from
companies in the devastated
performing arts sector, as well as
from various “gig venues” (mainly pubs) around the country. Of
the overall allocation, almost
€1.25m has gone to production
companies for pantos.
It sounds generous. But it
comes with problems. Live theatrical productions don’t happen overnight: they take time,
blood, sweat (literally) and tears.
So chances are that many of the
productions will be less polished than adult audiences have
a right to expect; but the all-important youngsters aren’t likely
to complain. Then, of course, the
hopes of trips to real live theatres look unlikely, with pretty
well everything moved online.
And already, the choice is
well depleted for Christmas
2020, even online.
The Everyman Palace
in Cork called time on
Aladdin, with manager
Sam Kelly saying it had
no alternative. (Panto
is an extremely expensive as well as a
labour-intensive
medium.)
The Gaiety
in Dublin has

postponed its planned production of The Little Mermaid until
next year; and it has already announced that tickets sold for this
year will be valid then, proof
positive that panto is a justifiably embedded tradition in family Christmas celebrations. And
sadly, 2020 will be the first year
since 1873 that the Gaiety has
not staged a Christmas panto.
The largest subvention from
the fund will go to Limerick’s
University Concert Hall, with
€400,000 in grant aid. (That is
also the amount granted to Aiken Promotions, for instance, for
live performances. Aiken is arguably the largest, widest-reaching
and most successful music promoter in the country.)
The initial publication of the
grants led to a public spat (mostly on RTÉ’s Liveline) between
Limerick producer Robert C Kelly, who is proud of his record of
staging panto at UCH since 2012,
and Alan Hughes and Karl Broderick (star and producer respectively) of the one-time Tivoli
Theatre panto in Dublin, an annual event for the past 22 years.
They were refused funding initially, which was later rectified
as a “clerical error”, according to
Hughes. The Department of Arts
panel was reconvened (how
much did that cost?) to assess
their application, and the result
was a grant of €300,000.
So Peter Pan will move to the
grounds of Malahide Castle
where it will be performed as a
drive-in event on a giant screen,
from December 11. Alan Hughes
will be Sammy Sausages,
with Jake Carter as Peter,
Johnny Ward as Hook,
and Michele McGrath
as Tinker Bell.
In Limerick, Jack
will be climbing his
beanstalk at
UCH, from December 26,
probably
entirely
online.
But at

the time of writing, it is hoped
that Covid restrictions may ease
to Level Two to allow of a very
limited audience presence. Directed by Daniel Maguire, Jack
and the Beanstalk will have a cast
that includes, as usual, Myles
Breen as the Dame, Richie Hayes,
and Dayl Cronin as Jack.
In contrast, Verdant Productions is well into preparation
at Draíocht in Blanchardstown
for The Stories of Hans Christian
Andersen, adapted by producer
Donal Shiels and director Debbie Kiernan. “Not strictly panto,”
says Shiels. “But they put us in
under that category.” (Their
grant was €141,000.) The cast
will include household names
from TV: Brian Gilligan, Rachel
O’Connell, Daithí O’Donnell,
and Kelly-Marie Ní Cheallaigh.
They, too, are hoping for a “real”
presence, but arrangements
have been made to film a performance for streaming three times
daily from December 16.
The Civic will have Panto Mania, an amalgam of loved characters, held together by Morgan
Crowley as Dame Dottie. And at
the Helix, The Sword in the Stone
will go ahead online from December 19, produced by
TheatreworX, with Amilia Stewart, Gavin Ryan, and Eoin Cannon as King Joffrey.
Freezin’ II is scheduled for the
Olympia in Dublin, apparently a
festive compilation rather than
a panto. Again, it will be online,
and scheduled for December 19,
produced by Pat Egan.
Drogheda Theatre Company has postponed its planned
production of The Wizard of Oz
to next year. Presumably, it will
find a good use for its grant of
€20,000 from the live entertainment fund.
Covid has meant that “live”
has taken on a new and, let’s be
honest, fairly miserable connotation for Christmas 2020, but in
the spirit of “oh yes, they will”,
something will be salvaged for
the panto season. Just don’t look
behind you.
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Both
sides
now of
Joni
Mitchell
Unearthed treasures capture
the songwriter’s genius before
stardom, writes Barry Egan

D

on’t call Joni Mitchell
a confessional
songwriter. “The point
is not to confess,” she
once explained. “I’ve
always used the song-writing
process as a self-analysis of sorts.
Like the [1975] Blue album —
people were kind of shocked
at the intimacy. It was peculiar
in the pop arena at that time,
because you were supposed to
portray yourself as bigger than
life. I remember thinking, ‘Well,
if they’re going to worship me,
they should know who they’re
worshipping’.”
Confessional or not, artists
like Morrissey, Mary Black, Bob
Dylan, Neil Young, Prince, Elvis
Costello and Bjork have fallen
in love with the music, and, in
some cases, recorded the songs
of Joni Mitchell down through
the years. Blue remains one of the
most moving and melancholic
albums ever recorded. It is almost
set in stone to never criticise it, or
Mitchell, possibly because no one
else sings quite like her.
In 1985, Prince said Mitchell’s
1975 record The Hissing of Summer
Lawns was “the last album I loved
all the way through”. Lorde said in
2017: “I want to be Joni Mitchell.”
Now, fans and fellow artists can
trace how Mitchell developed

as an artist. She has released
Archives 1: The Early Years (19631967), a five-CD box set of her
earliest recordings that capture
her before she became a star: it
is six hours of material from the
years prior to her 1968 debut
album, Song to a Seagull.
The singer-songwriter from
Fort MacLeod, Canada, has huge
artistic credibility, but her records
have never sold in big numbers.
What might have held her back
was a misogynist music industry
not fond of — or used to — a
female artist speaking her mind.
When Judy Collins, in 1967,
and Frank Sinatra, in 1968,
covered her classic Both Sides
Now, Mitchell described Collins’s
version as “pretty lightweight”
before adding that Ol’ Blue Eyes’s
take on the song “wasn’t his bag
and the arrangement was just a
really bad copy of Judy Collins’s
arrangement”.
In 2002, she eviscerated
Madonna (“She has knocked the
importance of talent out of the
arena; she’s manufactured”) and,
in 2010, denounced godhead
himself, Dylan. (“Bob is not
authentic at all. He’s a plagiarist,
and his name and voice are
fake. Everything about Bob is a
deception.” She mustn’t have
liked his cover of Big Yellow Taxi

on his 1970 LP Self Portrait.)
In a moment of career
madness, she also tore into the
host of America’s biggest TV
show in 2001. “Letterman treats
musicians like the armpit of the
[entertainment] industry. He tags
you on at the end, never talks
to you — while he talks to the
dimmest actress.”
Her one-time boyfriend David
Crosby remarked a few years
ago: “Joni is about as humble as
Mussolini.” Her ex-manager and
label boss, David Geffen, said of
her: “If I didn’t talk to her for the
rest of my life, I wouldn’t miss her
for a minute.”
“David is almost like my

Mitchell seemed
to hate every
aspect of the
male-dominated
music industry

mother,” Mitchell told W
magazine in 2002. “With him, I’ll
always be a little girl. David seems
to have an inability to see me
fresh.”
Mitchell seemed to hate
practically every aspect of the
male-dominated music industry.
She said that women can’t use
the “patriarchal device” and say
‘you’. “Dylan uses it all the time,
but I used ‘you’ on The Hissing of
Summer Lawns and everything
rained down on me.”
In 2002, she announced her
retirement from the record
business to paint. She said her
album Travelogue that year would
be her last. In 2007, she came back
with Shine.
On CD 1 of Archives Vol 1, House
of the Rising Sun, along with a
cover of Molly Malone and Nancy
Whiskey, is the first time she was
ever recorded, circa 1963, on Radio
Station CFQC AM in Canada.
There is also her first demo, Day
After Day, plus early versions of
Michael From Mountains and I had
a King (that would appear on Song
to a Seagull); Chelsea Morning and
Both Sides Now (songs that would
appear on her 1969 album Clouds);
and The Circle Game, which ended
up on her 1970 album Ladies of the
Canyon. It was inspired by her pal
Neil Young’s Sugar Mountain — of

which there is also a basic version
by Mitchell here, on the radio in
Philadelphia in May 1967.
On disc 5, the listener is treated
to Mitchell singing Little Green live
in October 1967. The song would
turn up four years later on the Blue
album.
In 1965, when she was 21,
Mitchell had a daughter, after a
brief liaison with a classmate at
art school in Calgary. Putting the
baby up for adoption, she kept the
child a secret for three decades.
“The time of her birth really was
traumatic for me,” she told Hot
Press in 2002. “That’s why I could
identify with the women who
were sent to Magdalene Laundries
in Ireland.”
Little Green was her nickname
for the baby she gave up. To hear
the song here in such a rough and
ready form is haunting; with its
heartbreaking resonance; with
Mitchell’s voice at its most simple,
commanding and intimate.
“Child with a child pretending/
Weary of lies you are sending
home/So you sign all the papers
in the family name/ You’re sad
and you’re sorry but you’re not
ashamed, Little Green,” she sings
of the child, who would have
been two-and-a-half years old.
Not confessional, merely
timelessly powerful.
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Art:Whatliesbeneath

Wading into a world of
painterly, lyric poetry
NIALL
MACMONAGLE
PAULA MEEHAN

As If By Magic: Selected Poems

P
Joni Mitchell with her Martin
Dreadnought guitar, in a
white cotton dress in
a 1968 shoot for ‘Vogue’.
Picture: Jack Robinson/
Hulton Archive/Getty

NEW RELEASES

BITCH FALCON

VARIOUS
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Staring At Clocks
First, a caveat: Lizzie Fitzpatrick
has one of the great Irish voices. It
would be nice to hear it more. It’s
drowned out by a tsunami of the
most beautiful noise since Kevin
Shields first picked up a guitar for
My Bloody Valentine. Still, Staring
At Clocks is an exhilarating classic,
a sonic marriage of the explosive
(opener I’m Ready Now), ethereal
(Damp Breath has echoes of Liz
Frazer), and unexpected (the Gang
Of Four-ish How Did I Know?). And
despite starting like Joy Division’s
Atrocity Exhibition, Sold Youth is
powerful stuff, as is this debut.
Barry Egan

aula Meehan, poet and
artist, remembers “always having something that would make
a mark in my hand —
pencil, crayon, pen, brush, especially brushes”.
A north inner-city child, her
parents back and forth to England in search of work meant
Meehan started school in Richmond upon Thames “where we
did a lot of artwork, constructing
cardboard cities, making masks.
Back in Dublin, it was mála,
grey mála, in the Central Model
School”.
Meehan’s mother “made
all our clothes and taught her
daughters crochet, embroidery,
knitting, sewing, smocking, following patterns, so there was
always making at home”.
When her grandfather taught
her to read and write, early, before school, it was visual. Given
“a page of his newspaper and a
soft pencil that made a mark as
black as jet, he’d have me fill in
the hole in every letter ‘O’. I was
entranced by the patternings I
could find, especially where two
‘O’s came together, as in moon,
swoon, spoon, drool, fool, platoon. All the pairs of owl eyes
staring up at me”.
She loved the family flat, “a
place of deep happiness”, on the
corner of Sean McDermott and
Gardiner streets.
“I loved the neighbourhood,
the Georgian tenements, Mountjoy Square, the Custom House,
the river, O’Connell Street. It was
an incredibly rich childhood,
though I gathered from school
I was under-privileged. And I’d

Paula Meehan’s painting on the cover of her book, As If By Magic

not deny the layers of community trauma. I saw great suffering
there.”
Meehan, “self-directed, probably self-willed very young”,
had “a vivid internal imaginative life” and was “a dedicated truant at the Hugh Lane”.
Mostly self-taught, a course at
Killester Adult Education, with
Patricia Hart, earned her a Fetac
qualification with distinction.
Of course, Meehan’s powerful,
painterly, lyric poetry changed
the map of Irish literature and
she says ,“I’ll resolve a problem
in a poem, sometimes, by working it out in a painting”.
Every year, Meehan’s Christmas and birthday presents,
books and paints, never
changed. “The hinged box with
the colours — the absolute thrill
of opening it, the smell, the pristine, vivid rectangles of colour,
the promise, as rich as the books
I was fed, the children’s classics,
once the aunts and uncles realised I was a reader. Openings, if I
only knew it, to where the roads
of my life would take me.”
Those roads come together
in this delightful, elegant, lively
Meehan painting of four wading
birds, modelled on a north African enamel panel and featured
on the cover of her just-published As If By Magic: Selected
Poems. Meehan says “I would

probably have gone for something tougher, more hardcore
Dub intensity, but the watercolour I painted for a friend’s then
four-year-old boy, a birthday
present, he’s 16 now, grew on me.
I saw how light and airy it was”.
The birds reminded her of visiting migrant birds on the estuary
in Baldoyle and are “an emblem
of what is creaturely, winged
beings who make 5,000km journeys to survive. Or of our own
mysterious instinctive drives
that are bound up with survival”.
The words As If By Magic
have “an element that can’t be
explained, or rationalised, or
paraphrased, where everything
coheres in a whorl of energy
that, if you are open to it, can
effect change. They often presage a lucky turn, an unexpected
resolution, a story with light at
the end of the tunnel. A cover
has talismanic value and can
signal something of the spirit of
the book”.
As for that early memory of
“always having something that
would make a mark in my hand”,
she’s made her mark all right.
And a book for Christmas? A
book for life? This is the one.
https://www.dedaluspress.com/
product/as-if-by-magic-selectedpoems

Litany of Failures: Volume 3

Opening up with Tears In Costa by
Belfast’s Junk Drawer and ending
with the hymn-like Didn’t Want
by Dublin’s Autre Monde, the third
compilation of Litany of Failures —
across 22 tracks — is a pleasingly
diverse range of independent
acts from all parts of this island.
Wrist by Belfast’s Mob Wife is a
DIY At The Drive In, Van Zandt by
Limerick’s Hey Rusty is lo-fi spaceage country not unlike the man of
the title, while the experimental
beauty of Freshin by Cork’s
Percolator hints at a bigger
future.
Barry Egan

ON SHOW TWO TO VIEW
THOMAS BREZING

Loss and mortality are explored
in Thomas Brezing’s latest work
(right), Bird Series 6. Dublin-based
Brezing returned home to Germany to look after his dying
mother. Those four months were
“difficult and precious” and the
art he made then features birds,
“signs of beauty and hope, they
are messengers”. At Belfast’s
www.goldenthreadgallery.co.uk

NICK MILLER

Sligo-based Nick Miller created small works on paper that
capture the setting sun, the sea
shore, Rosses Point, Benbulben.
“The setting sun connects with
the deeper rhythms of time and
our place in the world; the horizon calls us to reach out and
dream.” Nick Miller setting suns |
close horizons is online until January 31, 2021; www.nickmiller.ie.
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‘Ifyou
lookIrish,
it’snota
badthing’
Glenn Close and Amy Adams talk to
Aine O’Connor about filming in chilly
Ireland, motherhood, generational
pain and the power of forgiveness

G

lenn Close laughs
when Amy Adams
talks about the cold
weather in Ireland.
Both women have
first-hand knowledge of the
vagaries of the Irish climate, although it hasn’t dimmed their affection for the country.
Cold, however, was certainly
not a factor when they worked
together on Ron Howard’s new
movie Hillbilly Elegy. It was shot in
the heat of a Georgia summer, and
the pair wore wigs and prosthetics that render them almost unrecognisable. They are restored to
their usual elegance for our chat
about the film, and it is quickly
apparent that they are very protective of the real women around
whom the story pivots.
As well as award-winning stints
on stage and on TV, between
them, Close, 73, and Adams, 46,
have made almost 100 movies.
Adams’s films include Enchanted, The Fighter and Arrival. Early in
her career, she had to dye her hair
red for a job; it would alter her career trajectory. Not only did being
a redhead change the sort of roles
she went for, but it made people
think she was Irish.
“The industry loves the Irish so
if you looked like you were from
there or had roots, it wasn’t a bad
thing. So I never really said anything, I just went with it.”
The film that brought her here
a decade ago was Leap Year. It was
partially shot on the Aran Islands,
and her memory, apart from the
cold, is of a “magical” place, one
to which she hopes to bring her
10-year-old daughter, Aviana.
Close’s first big role was in Fatal
Attraction, and since then she has
acted in a wide range of movies
including Dangerous Liaisons, 101
Dalmations and The Wife. Albert
Nobbs, which she starred in, produced and co-wrote with John
Banville, was partially filmed in

Cabinteely House on the outskirts
of Dublin in winter. It was cold
work, she recalls, and Close and
co-star Janet McTeer would retire
to the Shelbourne’s Horseshoe
Bar back in the city to address the
chill with a pint of Guinness.
Close spent her early years in
the Belgian Congo, where her father was a doctor, before moving
back to Connecticut. So, when
Melissa McCarthy was presenting
her with an Oscar Wilde Award
last year, she joked about Close’s
“sketchy” Irish roots. Close countered that she was “Irish at heart”
and that spending time in Ireland
filming Albert Nobbs “was one of
the greatest experiences of my
career”.
For both actors, there have been
many great transformations for
their roles, but few as remarkable as for Hillbilly Elegy. Close, in
particular, is almost unrecognisable with wiry, grey hair; she is
heavy, has a bad hip and smokes
incessantly. Adams’s character
is ragged and bloated. These are
women who have had tough lives.
JD Vance’s 2016 memoir of
a family that had travelled the
‘Hillbilly Highway’ from its poor
Appalachian roots to Ohio was
a best-seller. Adams plays Bev,
Vance’s mother, who despite
bringing up two kids alone, put
herself through nursing school.
However, she developed an opioid
addiction and had an erratic relationship history. Adams was very
aware of how easy it could be to
judge a character like Bev.
“Bev’s flaws are out there for
us to see, so, it’s easy to look at
her and create a judgment. But so
many mothers in their own way,
to differing degrees… we make
mistakes. We wound our relationship with our children,” even
though, “something that I see in
most mothers I know, is that we
always want to try to do what’s
best for our children.”

An almost unrecognisable Glenn
Close (Mamaw), with Amy Adams
(Bev) and Owen Asztalos (Young JD
Vance) in Hillbilly Elegy
Picture: Netflix

I wanted the
focus not to be
her mistakes and
her faults, but her
humanity

When Bev’s problems seem
to be taking a toll on her children, her own mother, Mamaw,
played by Close, steps in. Mamaw
had fled Kentucky as a pregnant
13-year-old and wanted to break a
destructive cycle in her family. It
was this determination that impressed Close.
“I think it’s true of families that
trauma will be repeated from
generation to generation unless
somebody says, ‘we’re going to
break this cycle’,” she explains.
“Unless you deal with trauma, you
will keep being traumatised, and
you will traumatise others.
“And I think that’s where the
great strength of Mamaw is, that
she said, ‘it’s going to stop, it’s not
going to happen to my grandson
— what happened to me and to his
mother’.”
In real life, Mamaw is dead, so
Close relied on her family to recreate her character, asking very
specific questions to avoid creating a caricature. At one point, she
says, Mamaw’s son came on set
and became so emotional when
he saw Close in character that he
had to leave.
Adams, however, was able to
meet Bev and says she was very
moved by her regret. “You really
felt how she was struck by her
own failure, and that was something that I really was able to iden-

tify with, to differing degrees.”
She also understood Bev’s addiction: “I did have personal experience with people around me
suffering from addiction, seeing
the effects of that… But I really
wanted the focus of Bev not to be
her mistakes and her faults, but
really her humanity.”
Adams also drew on her own
experiences. “I grew up in a very
energetic family. There was a lot
of love and a lot of arguments
because I’m one of seven kids. So
I definitely understood that kind
of chaos that can come from family, but also the deep love and the
deep connection that keeps you
rooted as you travel through life.”
Hillbilly Elegy is a story of generations and generational pain and
Close says the experience of making it reinforced her feeling about
family and forgiveness.
“I once held my very young
daughter in my arms at the bedside of my father’s mother, who
was really a tough woman, and
she was near death. She was almost in the foetal position and I
remember thinking as I looked at
her that the burden of forgiveness
will always be on the child.
“The parents will always make
mistakes and the question is, will
the child be able to forgive?”
Hillbilly Elegy is on Netflix now
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‘The surest path to unhappiness
in life is to want too much,’
says Donal Ryan.
Picture by Gerry Mooney

Last week, Donal Ryan
won Ireland’s Novel of the
Year Award. But, he tells
Emily Hourican, he
still doesn’t feel
he has arrived

Nomore C
MrNearly

ould there be a more
popular winner of the 2020
An Post Irish Book Awards
Novel of the Year than Donal
Ryan, for his sixth novel,
Strange Flowers? Ryan is
loved by critics, readers
and fellow writers (most, anyway…) alike,
because as well as a beautiful writer, he is,
by all accounts, a properly nice guy. And
his good press holds true — literally the
first thing he does when I ring to talk to
him after the happy announcement, is to
congratulate me on being shortlisted in a
different category.
So does this award mean he is no longer
the Nearly Man, I ask? This is what his wife,
Anne Marie, apparently nicknamed him at
one point — because he’s nearly six foot tall,
Continued on next page

22 Books

Sunday Independent

29 November 2020

Continued from previous page

and had nearly won so many awards (to be
fair, he has also actually won a great many
awards, including the Guardian First Book
Award).
“Well, I kind of still am,” he says with a
laugh, “because I’ve still nearly been there
more than I’ve been there, if you know
what I mean. But I’m really thrilled. I didn’t
dream it was possible.”
Ryan’s backstory, as we can call it now
that it has been so successfully trumped by
his current story, is well known: rejection
after rejection for his first two novels — 47,
according to his Wikipedia entry. Forty-seven seems a very specific number, I say.
He laughs at that. “The reason that number is out there is that the very first big interview I did, with your colleague Hilary A
White, he asked me — ‘just by the way, were
your manuscripts rejected very much?’ I
said, ‘I have that folder right here on my laptop,’ and there were 47 scanned letters and
emails…” Including, he says now, one from
a Dublin solicitor’s office. “I got a message
back — ‘this is very good but we don’t know
what to do with it’. I must have seen them
somewhere and thought they were agents
or something!”
Finally, by good luck and good judgment,
The Spinning Heart, his first novel to be
published, although the second to be written, was pulled from a slush-pile by Sarah
Davis-Goff, now of Tramp Press, then an
intern at Lilliput. “Donal is an astounding
writer,” she told me in an interview a couple of years ago. “I think you know from the
first sentence.”
The book was published to huge acclaim,
and followed by more acclaim for the next
five. Not so much a fairytale ending, as a
fairytale beginning.
So what made him keep the rejection
letters? “I love to wallow in my failures,” he
laughs. “Remember that lovely story about
Ray Bradbury papering his office with his
rejections? I love that idea. They’re interesting artefacts. I don’t keep a diary, or a journal, but we all keep these certain artefacts
that define certain parts of our lives and
certain times.”
The Spinning Heart was part of a remarkable resurgence in Irish writing — one of
those periodic bursts of creativity this
country produces — around the turn-ofthe-decade. Did it feel as if the time was
suddenly right?
“It does seem that way. There seemed to
be a gap in the market for a certain kind of
book about the contemporary situation.”
The ‘contemporary situation’, remember,
was the depths of a shocking recession.
“I was writing around ’08 and ’09, and
I had Joe Duffy on nearly every day and I
really sensed this kind of shift in people’s
perception of the world, and of themselves.
It was like people were willing for the first
time, it seemed, to come on the radio and
tell their real stories. We started to realise the really illusory, transitory nature
of wealth. There seemed to be a national outpouring of honesty and truth and
self-awareness.”
An antidote, perhaps, to the mad bragging
of the Celtic Tiger? The days when ‘everyone’ was a millionaire?
“Yeah! I remember Gerry Ryan making a
speech about wealth — saying the country is awash with money, there’s no excuse
for anyone to be miserable and poor. I was
thinking: ‘I’m making €200 a week. What
the f**k am I doing wrong?’”
All the same, he must have had a strong
core of resilience. What was it that kept
him going?
“On the one hand, I’m probably over-sensitive about criticism at times, and take
it too hard, but, on the other hand, when
I know the person who rejected me was
wrong to reject me, I’m totally fine. I know it
sounds arrogant but I knew they were good
novels. I wasn’t thinking I had international
bestsellers, but I knew also that they were
as good as I could make them. I knew that

‘I love to wallow in my
failures’ — Donal Ryan reveals
he has kept all 47 of his
rejection letters because he
feels certain artefacts define
certain parts of our lives and
certain times
Picture by Gerry Mooney

everybody who was saying no — they weren’t reading the books. They were reading
the first couple of pages. And that happens,
of course.”
And then he tells a story that, to me
anyway, is a bit shocking: “The day Strange
Flowers came out, somebody went on Twitter and said he’d read 10 pages and it was
shit. One of my fellow writers, and he went
to the trouble of tweeting this… Read more
than 10 pages, for God’s sakes!”
It wasn’t just a sense of himself that
kept Ryan going — it was the belief in him
shown by Anne Marie. “Really,” he says, “I
wouldn’t be a writer if it wasn’t for Anne
Marie. Maybe it reflects badly on me in a
way, but I couldn’t be myself if I didn’t have
her to tell me who myself is.
“She reads almost as I write,” he continues, “and she keeps me on track. She has a
great natural talent for editing.”
And equally great strength of character,
it seems. The day before we speak, Anne
Marie buried her father, Charlie, and, the
day before that, she had her first session of
chemotherapy, for breast cancer.
“She’s just so strong,” Donal says. “She’s

amazing, she’s bearing it all. It’s the second
time. She had cervical cancer about eight
years ago, so it’s her second time round.
We’re sure she’ll be fine.”
Anne Marie’s treatment means that
“we’ve to cocoon as a family, we’ve to be
very careful who comes in and out of the
house because her white blood cell count
is so low that any infection would be serious, so it’s kind of shitty alright. But she’s
great. Her dad was the same; Charlie had a
stroke 15 years ago and he never ever once
said: ‘why me?’ He never complained, he
bore it so stoically. He was always just so
happy to see people. He was so strong. And
thank God that Anne Marie got that kind of
strength.”
Despite the immediate success of the first
two books, Ryan went back to his job in the
civil service in 2017.
“I couldn’t ever lay claim to any kind of
bravery at all,” he says. “I’m a total chicken. It would not be like me to take any risk
at all and I’m sure it sounded like I was
complaining about my life when I said I
had to go back to work — understandably,
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AND THE WINNERS OF THE AN POST
BOOK AWARDS 2020 ARE...
Eason Novel of the Year
Strange Flowers
Donal Ryan

RTÉ Radio 1 Listeners’
Choice Award

A Light That Never Goes Out
Keelin Shanley

Bord Gáis Energy
Sports Book of the Year
Bookselling Ireland
Cookbook of the Year

Love Leabhar Gaeilge Irish
Language Book of the Year

After the Silence
Louise O’Neill

Odgers Berndtson NonFiction Book of the Year
in association with The
Business Post
A Ghost in the Throat
Doireann Ní Ghríofa

DiaryofaYoungNaturalist
DaraMcAnulty,illustrated
byBarryFalls

National Book Tokens
Popular Fiction Book
of the Year

Dept51@Eason Teen &
Young Adult Book of the
Year

Champagne Football
Mark Tighe & Paul Rowan

Irish Independent Crime
Fiction Book of the Year

Sunday Independent
Newcomer of the Year

Old Ireland in Colour
John Breslin & Dr SarahAnne Buckley

Savage Her Reply
Deirdre Sullivan, illustrated
by Karen Vaughan

Neven Maguire’s Midweek
Meals in Minutes
Neven Maguire

I feel an abject
terror when a
book’s coming
out. People can
see into the very
core of me

TheJournal.ie Best
Irish-Published Book of
the Year

Home Stretch
Graham Norton

Listowel Writers’
Week Irish Poem
of the Year

Cnámh
Eoghan Mac Giolla Bhríde

In the Museum of
Misremembered Things
Linda McKenna

Specsavers Children’s Book
of the Year – Senior

Writing.ie Short Story
of the Year Award

Break the Mould
Sinéad Burke, illustrated by
Natalie Byrne

I Ate It All And I Really
Thought I Wouldn’t
Caoilinn Hughes

Specsavers Children’s Book
of the Year – Junior

Ireland AM Popular
Non-Fiction Book
of the Year

The Great Irish Farm Book
Darragh McCullough,
illustrated by Sally
Caulwell

Never Mind the B#ll*cks,
Here’s the Science
Luke O’Neill

RYAN’S WRITING:
FIVE TO RELISH
The first
of Ryan’s
novels to be
published,
The Spinning
Heart (2012)
was actually
written
second, after
The Thing
About December. Set in a small
Irish town, in the aftermath of
the country’s financial collapse,
where dangerous tensions
are starting to surface, it was
longlisted for the Booker Prize,
shortlisted for the International
Dublin Literary Award, and
won the Guardian First Book
Award; Newcomer of the Year
and Book of the Year at the Irish
Book Awards; the European
Union Prize for Literature; and
the Irish Book of the Decade at
the 2016 Dublin Book Festival.
The Thing
about
December
(2013),
described as
an ‘unsettling
study of
greed,’ was
shortlisted for
Novel of the
Year at the Irish Book Awards,
and has been adapted for an
Irish language film, Foscadh.
A Slanting
of the Sun
(2015) is a
collection of
short stories
described as
‘blunt, bleak,
brilliant’ by
The Guardian.
It was the
winner of the Short Story
of the Year at the Irish Book
Awards.

Donal’s wife Anne Marie is his rock ... she is battling cancer for the second time and started
treatment just days after burying her beloved father Charlie.

people were saying: ‘What’s he complaining about, for Christ’s sake?’ But I couldn’t
take a risk. I couldn’t risk not being able to
provide for my family. I knew I was going
to have to have a full-time job as well as being a writer — it’s just my huge good luck
that my full-time job now involves creative
writing [since late 2017, he has lectured in
creative writing in University of Limerick].
I’ve had such good luck in my life.”
He may not feel he has claims to ‘any
kind of bravery’ in life, but he is most definitely brave in his writing. He writes books
that are so deeply truthful; does it ever feel
exposing?
“The word exposing is so right,” he says. “I
feel an abject terror when a book’s coming
out. I just feel like, Jesus Christ, my soul —
people can see into the very core of me.”
Perhaps this is even more true of Strange
Flowers. He has described it as his “most
personal” novel yet. It was written in the
immediate aftermath of his father’s sudden death three years ago, and it reads — to
me at least — like a profound and beautiful
testimony to a father’s love.
There is so much loss in the book (it is

dedicated to Sophie Christopher, Ryan’s
publicist; “just the most extraordinary person, a beautiful human being” who died
suddenly from a pulmonary embolism last
year, aged just 28) — lost love, lost lives —
but there is enough love, too, to balance
that out.
Donal is at pains to point out that the
book is about the love of a mother
and a father, both together. Of his own
childhood, he says: “I was so loved, I
literally couldn’t see any darkness in the
world at all.”
The result, he adds with a laugh, was
that, “my life from early adulthood was a
series of massive shocks. I had no idea that
terrible things could happen”.
Growing up in the 1980s, “no one had
money but there was never any hint of
struggle. Of course, they did struggle —
they were ordinary people with ordinary
jobs, everyone had to struggle to make
ends meet at the time, but there was never
any fear that we felt,” It’s a kind of protection that “I try to do myself with my children, I think I fail all the time”.

We talk a bit about Patrick Kavanagh’s
poem Epic — which I always think of when
I read Ryan’s books, specifically the lines
‘Homer’s ghost came whispering to my
mind/He said: I made the Iliad from such/A
local row’. “I love that poem and I can never think of that quote,” he says. “Ordinary
people’s lives are the stuff of my fiction.”
Perhaps, too, the stuff of his own life:
“The surest path to unhappiness in life is to
want too much and be over-ambitious. Be
ambitious about one thing — my ambition
in life is to write well, and that’s it. Other
than that, I really just want make sure that
I’ve got enough to make sure my family
are OK. You can spend your life wanting
more and more and more and you’re never,
ever going to be happy and you’re going to
cause unhappiness to the people
around you.”
Strange Flowers, by Donal Ryan,
winner of the 2020 An Post Irish
Book Awards Eason
Novel of the Year,
is published by
Doubleday Ireland

All We Shall
Know (2016),
shortlisted
for Novel of
the Year at
the Irish Book
Awards, tells
the story of
Melody Shee,
a married
33-year-old woman who finds
herself pregnant with the child
of a 17-year-old Traveller boy
whom she had been teaching.
From a Low
and Quiet Sea
(2018) brings
the story
of a Syrian
refugee,
Farouk, who
moves to
small-town
Ireland with
his wife and daughter, hoping
for a brighter future. Longlisted
for the Man Booker Prize;
shortlisted for Novel of the
Year at the Irish Book Awards;
shortlisted for the Costa Book
Awards; and longlisted for the
Royal Society of Literature’s
Ondaatje Prize.
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Christmasbooks:Children

Liadan has instilled a love of
books in her daughter Sarah by
reading to her since she was a baby
Picture by Kip Carroll

Bringing
up baby in
a world of
wonder
Liadán Hynes chooses her
top books for children aged
from nought to 11, including
her daughter’s favourites

W

e were lucky in
the first lockdown when
it came to
home-schooling.
My daughter Sarah was in junior
infants, young enough that when,
two days in, we had simultaneous
meltdowns during an attempt to
home-school, I could tell myself
‘sure, they’re not really doing anything that important at this age’.
We abandoned the syllabus and
instead drew pictures and sang an
occasional nursery rhyme.
But since school started back
in September, all has changed.
Besides the time when your child
learns to sleep through the night,
I cannot think of a more exciting
skill to watch your kid acquire
than learning to read.
In the past few months, my
daughter has become positively
voracious about letters. She carries
a notebook about on her small
person, constantly asks me how to
spell words, and loves sitting down
to her Reading Egg homework.
Obviously, like all good helicoptering parents, we have been
pushing books on her since she
was old enough to hold one in her
tiny hand and chew on it. Personally, I always found Margaret Wise
Brown’s Goodnight Moon (Two
Hoots, €9.80) unappealing, but I
think that is because it was part of

a failed attempt to establish some
sort of bedtime routine. Friends
who are on their third child rave
about it, and it is the accepted
classic first book to buy for a baby.
Are You My Mummy? by Mary
Murphy (Walker Book, €8.40) is a
lovely peekaboo book which recounts a puppy’s farmyard search
for his mother.
Just One of Those Days by Jill
Murphy (MacMillan’s Children’s
Books, €14.99), published this
year, is a gentle account of a bear
family’s day. Maggie O’Farrell’s
Where Snow Angels Go is a gorgeous, modern-day fairytale picture book (Walker Books, €14.99).
I heard someone recently talking about how reading to your
child is a perfect way of chilling
them out; the sound of your voice
creates a little space for just the
two of you, as if invisible walls
have closed you both off from the
rest of the world.
This sense of safety, of the
small world you create for your
child, particularly comes to mind
whenever we read the first ever
book given to her by her grandparents, Judith Kerr’s classic, The
Tiger Who Came to Tea (Harper Collins, €9.80). The hardback
version makes a lovely Christmas
present.
Also given by the grandparents,
and the source of endless enter-

tainment, Richard Scarry’s classic
Best First Book Ever (Harper
Collins, €9.80). We love the books
of Irish author Chris Judge; Tin
(Andersen Press, €16.80), and The
Snow Beast (Andersen Press,
€9.80) from his series about The
Beast.
Jo Witek’s series of Growing
Hearts books are beautifully designed creations that are a lovely
way of helping a small child understand their emotional world.
We own In My Room (Abrams,
€12.45), a book that celebrates
the power of their imagination,
and In My Heart (Abrams, €11.06),
a book about feelings.
Like my mother before me, I
plan to spend the next few years
trying to force my child to get into
meditation. To kick things off, I’m
starting with The Chill Skill by
Niall Breslin (Gill Books ,€14.99).
As her father and I are separated, I’ve bought Living with Mum
and Living with Dad by Melanie
Walsh (Walker Books, €11.40),
and Luna Loves Library Day
(Andersen Press , €9.80), both of
which cover non-traditional family set-ups.
Sinéad Burke’s recently published Break the Mould (Wren &
Rook, €7.50) will be reassuring to
any child on the topic of owning
your differences.
For somewhat older children,

Sunday Independent

25

29 November 2020

MY LIFE IN BOOKS: LOUISE O’NEILL
Louise O’Neill is the bestselling,
award-winning author of five
novels, including Asking For It
and Almost Love. Her latest novel, After the Silence, won Crime
Novel of the Year this week at
the An Post Irish Book Awards.
The book on your bedside
table?
Currently, it’s a collection of
proofs that I’ve promised very
enthusiastic editors I will read.
I feel guilty every time I look at
them, remembering when I
was a debut author and crossing
my fingers and toes for a glowing blurb to put on the book
cover.
The first book you remember?
I have vivid memories of Roald
Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes, particularly the illustration of Little Red
Riding Hood as she whipped
that pistol from her knickers. I
am the woman I am today because of that poem.

the Little People, Big Dreams series, the stories of famous people
throughout history, is a good option, with beautiful illustrations.
Our favourite is Coco, or Coco
Chanel-y, as my daughter refers
to her, by Ma Isabel Sanchez Vegara (Frances Lincoln Children’s
Books, €14). Michael Collins:
Hero and Rebel by Eithne Massey, published earlier this year, is
also suitable for any burgeoning
history buffs (The O’Brien Press,
€8.99).
Science and the natural world
are big trends in children’s books
this year, perhaps not surprising
given all the nature walks we’re
dragging them on.
Another favourite is See Inside
Your Body by Katie Daynes (Usborne, €14), which boasts pleasingly graphic illustrations of the
inside of a body. Kay’s Anatomy
by Adam Kay, illustrated by Henry Parker (Puffin, €12.99), and
Dara Ó Briain’s Is Anybody Out
There? (Scholastic , €12.99), will
divide science fiction from science fact; both were published in
October. I have one friend who
does an annual Christmas book
advent calendar, getting down
the same 24 Christmas-themed
books each December, her two
daughters unwrapping one each
morning (see her Instagram highlights @standingbythewall_ for

the Advent icon, which shows all
the books).
I always forget to hide our
Christmas books, and we read
them throughout the year; my
daughter adores the cosiness of
them. What does Santa do when
it’s not Christmas? from the charity Jack & Jill by Paddy Comyn,
with illustrations by Barry Sheehan, is raising funds for the Jack
& Jill Children’s Foundation to
support home nursing care — €8
plus postage and packaging, from
www.jackandjillstore.ie.
I’m gradually trying to move us
towards books that offer slightly more narrative heft than trips
to the supermarket or picnics
with our animal friends. Anna
Carey’s 1913 lockdown novel The
Boldness of Betty (The O’Brien
Press, €9.99) is probably still beyond our age range, but lovely for
children up and going with their
own reading. Hollowpox by Jessica Townsend (Morrigan Crow,
€11.99), Deny all Charges by Eoin
Colfer (Fowl Twins, €14.99), Never and Forever by Cressida Cowell (Hodder’s Children’s Books,
€12.99), and The Creaky Creatures by Shane Hegarty (Hodder
Children’s Books, €11.99) are all
continuations of much-lovedby-older-children series. I look
forward to adding them all to our
collection.

to be wilfully cruel about other
people’s writing. I know how
hard it is to write a book and
how vulnerable you feel when
you put that work out into the
world. I don’t have the heart to
answer this question, I’m afraid.

re-telling of A Christmas Carol. It’s so funny and warm and
moving — if you’re looking for a
stocking filler for any child between the ages of 8-12, this is the
book for you.

Your book of the year?
I’ve read some incredible books
this year, it’s difficult to choose
just one. The Vanishing Half by
Brit Bennett is a masterpiece. It
has everything I want in a novel:
a great hook, beautiful writing,
and it has something important
to say. Closer to home, Doireann
Ní Ghríofa’s A Ghost in the Throat
— which also won an award at
the An Post Irish Book Awards
2020 — deserved every one of
its ecstatic reviews.

The book that changed your life
When I was 15, my English
teacher, Ms Keane, handed me a
copy of The Handmaid’s Tale and
said she thought I would enjoy
it. She was right. When I finished
reading it, it felt like the world as
I knew it had turned on its axis.
That book made me a feminist.

Your favourite literary
character?
I don’t know if she’s my favourite but Miss Havisham is probably the most memorable. What
an indelible image — the jilted
bride, rotting away in a ruined
mansion in her wedding dress.
It’s haunting.

The book you couldn’t finish?
Like many other Irish people, it’s
probably Ulysses by James Joyce!
I read sections of it in college but
I couldn’t seem to make it the
whole way through. Apparently, it’s easier if you listen to it,
so maybe that’ll be my goal for
2021.

The worst book you’ve ever
read?
The older I get, the less able I am

Your Covid comfort read?
The Miracle on Ebenezer Street
by Catherine Doyle is a magical

The book you would most like
to be remembered for?
I’d like to think I haven’t written
it yet! That’s what drives me,
the hope that the best book I’m
capable of creating is still out
there, waiting for me to write it.

There was great sorrow in
the spring when much loved
Keelin Shanley, who for many
years hosted the An Post Irish
Book Awards (announced last
Wednesday) with erudite grace,
died. So it was poignant and apt
that her posthumous memoir, A
Light That Never Goes Out, won
RTE’s Listeners’ Choice Award.
In early November, I ran a
competition to win three sets of
the Newcomer of the Year shortlisted titles. The correct answer
to the question: who won 2019’s
Newcomer award, was Anne
Griffin. Our winners are Elizabeth Cotterell, from Drogheda,
Dublin-based Denis O’Toole, and
Mary McGrath from Cork. This
year, the coveted title went to
talented young Dara McAnulty
for his assured debut Diary of a
Young Naturalist.
I was very happy to see two of
the titles I most admired in 2020

— the exceptional Strange Flowers by Donal Ryan and Doireann Ní Ghríofa’s tour de force, A
Ghost in the Throat — collect two
of the big laurels, respectively
Novel of the Year and Non-Fiction Book of the Year. I also had
the privilege of interviewing
them for the Dublin Book Festival. Like so many events, it has
had to go digital but the line-up
is, as always, exciting and diverse.
Its ‘Christmas Bedtime Stories’
series, which will stream each
evening at 6.30pm, is read by
some familiar faces and writers,
including Lord Mayor of Dublin
Hazel Chu, Gordon D’Arcy, Laureate na nÓg Áine Ní Ghlinn and
Marian Keyes. Filmed at Farmleigh House and the National
Concert Hall, these and many
other events are free to enjoy online until December 6 at
www.dublinbookfestival.com.
— Madeleine Keane

KEANE
ON BOOKS
Isn’t this a life-enhancing way
to conclude a challenging year?
Within our smashing new People & Culture, we’ve doubled
both our space for, and commitment to, books. This will allow
more room for reviews, features,
poetry, author interviews, and
lots of recommendations. Talking of which, next Sunday, our
top writers and critics will select
the best titles across politics, history, crime, memoir, sports, art,
and literary fiction. Meanwhile,
today, we’ve got your little ones
covered.

The book you give as a present?
There isn’t just one book. I
always want to get the perfect
book for the individual themselves so it takes a bit of detective work. I’m pretty good at it
though, if I say so myself.
The writer who shaped you
Marian Keyes. Rachel’s Holiday is
such an important book to me;
it’s one of the best depictions
of addiction and recovery I’ve
ever read. She’s so generous to
and supportive of young, female
authors.
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BESTSELLERS
PAPERBACK FICTION

1 Where the Crawdads Sing
Delia Owens, Corsair
2 The Family Gift
Cathy Kelly, Orion
3 The Guest List
Lucy Foley, HarperCollins
4 The Silent Patient
Alex Michaelides, Orion
5 The Beekeeper of Aleppo
Christy Lefteri, Manilla

ORIGINAL FICTION

1 Home Stretch
Graham Norton, Coronet
2 The Sentinel
Lee & Andrew Child,
Bantam Press
3 The Thursday Murder Club
Richard Osman, Viking
4 Snow
John Banville, Faber & Faber
5 The Law of Innocence
Michael Connelly, Orion
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Christmasbooks:TeensandYoungAdults

What all young
book lovers
will want this
Christmas

PAPERBACK NON-FICTION

1 Beyond the Tape
Marie Cassidy, Hachette
2 Champagne Football
Mark Tighe & Paul Rowan,
Penguin
3 How Animals Saved My Life
Professor Noel Fitzpatrick,
Trapeze
4 Rory’s Story
Rory O’Connor & Dermot
Crowe, Gill Books
5 The Monk
Paul Williams,
Allen & Unwin

HARDBACK NON-FICTION

1 Old Ireland in Colour
John Breslin & Sarah-Anne
Buckley, Merrion Press
2 A Promised Land
Barack Obama, Viking
3 Never Mind the Bll*cks,
Here’s the Science:
Luke O’Neill, Gill Books
4 The Boy, The Mole, The Fox
and The Horse
Charlie Mackesy, Ebury
5 Guinness World Records 2021
Guinness World Records

SPORTS BOOKS

1 Champagne Football
Mark Tighe & Paul Rowan,
Penguin
2 No Hiding
Rob Kearney, Reach Sport
3 True Colours
Barry Geraghty & Niall Kelly,
Gill Books
4 My Life in Red and White
Arsene Wenger,
Weidenfeld & Nicolson
5 Fuel
Sean O’Brien, Penguin

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

1 Code Name Bananas
David Walliams,
HarperCollins
2 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The
Deep End (Book 15)
Jeff Kinney, Puffin
3 The Ickabog
JK Rowling, Little Brown
4 Beano Annual: 2021
DC Thomson & Co
5 Code Name Bananas David
Walliams, HarperCollins

Justine Carbery picks the best
books to give the teens in your
life, from mythical mysteries to
irresistible coming-of-age tales

O

ne upside of this year’s
enforced hibernation
is the surge in book
sales and the renewed
interest in reading, as
people of all ages seek escapism,
entertainment and education.
“Self-isolation around the world
has seen a boom in reading,” said
Hugo Setzer, International Publishers Association president.
“Books and reading are the ideal
way of escaping our four walls,
but also to understand what is
happening around us, how to
overcome this and how to make
our lives better in the future.”
So whether your teen seeks
the comfort of old friends or new,
there is something here for everyone.
Suzanne Collins’s highly anticipated prequel to the Hunger Games trilogy, The Ballad of
Songbirds and Snakes (Scholastic, €16.99), delves into the life
of Coriolanus Snow and the root
causes of his villainous behaviour. In a slower-paced, more
philosophical read than the later
books, Collins once again proves
that she is a master of building a

fascinating world around complex characters who must grapple
with the complications of chaos
and control and their effects on
human nature.
Collins herself said of this novel: “With this book, I wanted to
explore the state of nature, who
we are, and what we perceive
is required for our survival.” A
thought-provoking premise.
Another returning favourite,
Robert Muchamore, the king of
adrenaline-drenched YA thrillers, brings the eponymous hero
into the 21st Century in Robin
Hood: Hacking, Heists & Flaming
Arrows (Hot Key Books, €8.99).
A rip-roaring, highly enjoyable,
modern-day reboot of the classic
tale, bursting with high-octane action and stunts.
In Eight Pieces of Silva
(Hachette, €9.99), the multi-award-winning author of
Orangeboy, Patrice Lawrence,
returns with this fast-paced and
thoroughly addictive tale of teenager Becks’s desperate hunt for
her missing sister, Silva.
The talented Meg Rosoff offers
up an irresistible coming-of-age

story, filled with heat and illicit
passion in The Great Godden
(Bloomsbury, €10.80), which totally captures an English summer,
a family dynamic and the appearance of newcomers.
If you loved A Sky Painted Gold
then Laura Wood’s spin-off novel,
A Snowfall of Silver (Scholastic,
€9.99), will delight with its sweet,
vintage charm. Eighteen-year-old
Freya runs away from her home
in Cornwall to find acting fame in
London. She meets a boy who is a
stage hand and he helps her get a
job as an assistant to a seamstress
in a production. A very enjoyable
read and a great follow on to A Sky
Painted Gold and Under a Dancing
Star.
People look to the fantastical world of stories for escapism
and entertainment, and Frances
Hardinge’s mythical Deeplight
(Macmillan, €10.80) is fantasy at
its best. The sea gods who once
ruled the seas around the island
chain of the Myriad are gone,
having turned on each other in a
frenzy of destruction. There
is nothing left of them but
the shards and fragments
of their existence, known
as ‘Godware’. When two
14-year-old street urchins,
Hark and his best friend Jelt,
come across a mysterious
relic that begins to taint all
it touches,
tough decisions have
to be made.
Beautiful prose,
fantastic

world-building and authentic
characters in this wonderful coming-of-age tale.
Justina Ireland’s historical fantasy Dread Nation was one of the
most inventive YA books of 2018.
This outstanding sequel, Deathless Divide (Titan, €12.15), brings
Jane and Katherine through a
zombie-riddled post-Civil War
hellscape. An exciting, savvy read.
Tomi Adeyem’s epic fantasy
debut Children of Blood and Bone,
was a publishing sensation, and
her much-anticipated sequel,
Children of Virtue and Vengeance (Macmillan, €8.99), does not
disappoint, as Zelie and Amari
discover that bringing magic back
to Orisha comes with its own set
of problems. Black Panther with
magic.
The powerful YA verse novel,
Punching the Air (HarperCollins,
€10.50), by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef
Salaam centres on a boy who is
wrongfully imprisoned and will
appeal to fans of The Hate U Give
and Noughts and Crosses. And the
unusual We are Bound by the
Stars (Bloomsbury, €11.20),
by Kesia Lupo, is a gorgeously written fantasy, set in a
haunting, intricate world.
LGBT+ stories feature strongly in this
year’s romances.
Donald
Sutherland’s
Coriolanus Snow
features in Suzanne
Collins’s ‘Hunger
Games’ prequel
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Here the Whole Time (Hachette,
coming in January 2021), by Vitor
Martins, is the ultimate feel-good
YA romance which celebrates
body positivity, self-acceptance
and standing up to bullying and
homophobia, and Alice Oseman’s
graphic novel series about the
blossoming relationship between
two teenage boys returns with a
school trip to Paris in Heartstopper 3 (Hachette, €15.99). Cute and
swoony.
The Falling in Love Montage
(Anderson, €9.99), by Irish author
Ciara Smyth, is the wonderful,
teen lesbian rom-com we have
all been waiting for. Heart-warming and life-affirming. Another
Irish author, Helen Corcoran, has
penned the remarkable Queen of
Coin and Whisper (The O’Brien
Press, €12.99). When idealistic
teenage queen Lia inherits her
corrupt uncle’s bankrupt kingdom, she brings a new spymaster
into the fold — Xania, who takes
the job of avenging her murdered
father. As the two grow closer,
they’re quick to learn that all isn’t
fair in love and treason. They must
decide not only what to sacrifice
for duty, but also for each other.
An epic love story based in a
politically driven, fantasy landscape; this is an immersive story
that crackles with passion and
intensity.
This year saw some wonderful
reimagining of old stories. Won-
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derland (Hachette, €9.99) by
Juno Dawson is a dark re-telling of
Alice in Wonderland, an addictive
tale of privilege, power, secrets
and lies, while Cinderella is Dead
(Bloomsbury, €10.80) is an incredible feminist re-telling of that
classic tale, with the girls deciding
who gets to live happily ever after.
Anna K (Penguin, €9.99), by Jenny Lee, is a modern reimagining
of Leo Tolstoy’s tragic love story,
Anna Karenina, a fun teen version
with lots of crazy partying. “Every
happy teenage girl is the same,
while every unhappy teenage girl
is miserable in her own special
way.” This entertaining debut relocates Anna Karenina to Manhattan’s Upper East Side for a Tolstoy/
Gossip Girl mash-up.
Deirdre Sullivan, Galway author

of award-winning Tangleweed
and Brine, brings us the striking
Savage Her Reply (Little Island,
€14.99), a radical feminist re-telling of the favourite Irish fairytale
The Children of Lir but this time
from the perspective of Aífe, the
evil, jealous witch of a stepmother who turns Lir’s beloved children into swans for 900 years. Her
writing is extraordinary and the
illustrations by Karen Vaughan
beautiful. A stunning book.
In the first-ever year that the
Carnegie Medal has been opened
up to Irish-published books, one
Irish teen novel has been nominated. Helena Close’s gritty story
of broken families and broken
trust, The Gone Book (Little Island, €9.99), is set in Limerick
and narrated by 15-year-old Matt,

whose mother left home when he
was 10, only to reappear in the city
five years later. This book is both
heart-breaking and funny, gripping and poignant.
Another moving story is Danielle Jawando’s buzzy debut, And
The Stars Were Burning Brightly
(Simon & Schuster, €10.80), which
follows 15-year-old Nathan as he
struggles with his older brother’s
suicide.
For those who enjoy some
intrigue and sleuthing comes
One of Us is Next (Penguin,
€10.50), the sequel to the hugely
successful high-school murdermystery One of Us is Lying by
Karen McManus. Full of cryptic
clues and endless plot twists, this
pacy sequel delivers an exciting
read. McManus fans will also

enjoy The Magpie Society: One
for Sorrow (Penguin, €13.99),
with its high-stakes rivalry,
murder mystery and secretsociety intrigue. A nail-biting,
high-school thriller.
Following hot on the heels of
Holly Jackson’s brilliant debut
thriller A Good Girl’s Guide to
Murder comes the sequel, Good
Girl, Bad Blood (Electric Monkey,
€9.99), which takes up right
where the last story finished
off. With assured plotting and a
loveable main character in Pip
Fitz-Amobi, you’ll be on the edge
of your seat until the very last
page.
For readers who enjoy
vampire romance there are
Crave (Hachette, €10.99) and
Crush (out early 2021) by Tracy
Wolff. These funny and smart
tales centre on Grace, who finds
herself at Katmere Academy,
her uncle’s boarding school in
Alaska, and totally drawn in by
the school’s most well-known
student, Jaxon Vega. But, in true
YA fantasy fashion, things are not
as they seem. Twilight for this
generation.
Finally, immunologist Dr Luke
O’Neill has become a household
name, making science sexy with
his daily media appearances.
His latest book, Never Mind The
B#ll*cks, Here’s The Science
(Gill, €21.99), is selling out fast.
One for teens and parents alike.

Don’t miss our critics’ choice of books of the year, including Eoghan Harris on the pick of political books,
Eilis O’Hanlon on crime, John Greene on sport, Dónal Lynch on the cream of the celebrity crop - and more
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Places
A bit of a climb but the
views at the summit of
Carrickgollogan in Co Dublin
make it well worthwhile
All pictures courtesy
Fáilte Ireland

10 winter walks
Got cabin fever? Lockdown restrictions are due to
be eased so Helen Fairbairn suggests some of the
best escape routes to explore around Ireland

I

t’s been a long lockdown. And in anticipation of next week’s easing of 5km
restrictions, we’ve compiled 10 routes
to inspire you to explore your local area
again. From city to coastal to countryside, each route shows the winter landscape at its best and includes a suggestion
for extending the walk into a longer outing.
There’s something here for everyone —
but wherever you choose to travel, please
observe Covid-19 safety guidelines and restrictions.

BIRD SANCTUARY
1 BEST
NORTH BULL ISLAND, CO DUBLIN

This island was Ireland’s first official bird
sanctuary. Many species can be only seen in
winter; by January, up to 3,000 Brent geese,
5,000 ducks and 30,000 waders all roost
here nightly. The birds are attracted by the
triple habitats of tidal mudflats, sand dunes
and saltmarsh. From the visitor centre you
can walk a circuit of your choice. A complete circumnavigation is about 12km long,
or try a 7km loop around the southern half
of the island to North Bull Wall.
While You’re Here... Finish your day with a
visit to Howth Harbour. Pick a cafe terrace
(check ahead for Covid opening hours) and
watch the boats come in.

BEST CITY VIEWPOINT
2CO CARRICKGOLLOGAN
FOREST,
DUBLIN

A small woodland high in the Dublin
Mountains, Carrickgollogan has two main
draws. First is a tall, 19th-century chimney
stack left over from former lead mines, and
second is a viewing rock at the summit
of 276m Carrickgollogan Hill. Both spots
provide spectacular views, encompassing
Dublin city and the Wicklow Mountains.
Follow the 2.3km Lead Mines Way circuit
(marked with orange arrows), and watch
out for the extra spur to the summit viewpoint.
While You’re Here... Check out the 1.5km
Scalp Lookout Trail in Barnaslingan Wood,
just opposite Carrickgollogan.

BEST MOUNTAIN PANORAMA
3CO GREAT
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN,
WICKLOW

Snow-clad mountains are one of winter’s
most evocative sights, but the practicalities of accessing the peaks can be tricky.
Roads through the Wicklow Mountains are
particularly susceptible to closure. Avoid
the difficulties by climbing the iconic
501m peak of Great Sugarloaf. Start from
Kilmacanogue GAA club and follow an un-

signed 5km trail onto the northern shoulder
of the mountain. Now veer south and scale
the rocky summit slope. Complete the circuit by descending around the southern
and eastern slopes back to the start.
While You’re Here... Pop down to Bray seafront for a celebratory snack by the sea.

BEST LAKE CIRCUIT
4 ARDARA
LOOP, CO KILKENNY

This circuit starts and finishes at Castlecomer Discovery Park, around 20km north
of Kilkenny city. The visitor centre may be
closed, but the park still has several beautiful walks to enjoy. Routes range from 1.5km
to 6km in length, and focus largely on the
area’s woodland and lough shore. The longest option — the Ardara Loop — is signed
by purple arrows, and circumnavigates the
park’s twin lakes, as well as visiting a rocky
waterfall and the ruins of Ardara Castle.
While You’re Here... Check ahead to see if
the park cafe is open for lunch. If not, pack
the sandwiches and commandeer a picnic
table while the kids burn off energy in the
playground.

SEA-CLIFFS
5CO BEST
BALLYCOTTON CLIFF WALK,
CORK

Hug the coastline by following
the 4km path from Ballycotton to
Ballyandreen in Co Cork

Coastal walks are beautiful in summer, but
invigorating in winter too. The sea has so
many different characters, its mood and
energy can change almost daily. About 45
minutes east of Cork city, the path from Ballycotton to Ballyandreen is one of the best
coastal routes in the region. It’s 4km oneway or 8km return; start in the pretty fishing village of Ballycotton and turn around
whenever you like. Highlights include a visit to secluded Ballytrasna beach and views
to Ballycotton Island Lighthouse.
While You’re Here... Linger a while in Ballycotton village, which offers cafes and
restaurants for adults (check ahead), and a
great new playground for the kids.

SUMMIT VIEWS
6 BEST
TORC MOUNTAIN, CO KERRY

Mountains can be inhospitable places in
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winter, but Torc Mountain, just south of Killarney, is an exception to the rule. A series
of paths, tracks and boardwalk provide firm
surfaces all the way to the 535m summit.
It’s an 8km out-and-back hike, featuring
truly spectacular views over the Killarney
Lakes. Start from Torc Waterfall, and watch
out for red deer — winter is the perfect time
to spot them in the upper Owengarriff
Valley.
While You’re Here... Treat yourself to a
horse-drawn carriage ride around Muckross
Lake. Like Santa’s sleigh but different.

7

BEST UNDERGROUND CAVES
CONG FOREST NATURE TRAIL,
CO MAYO

From Cong Abbey car park, cross the pedestrian Abbey Bridge into Cong Forest. The
signed 3.8km Nature Trail loops through
the woodland, past mature and exotic trees
that were formerly part of Ashford Estate.
You pass several subterranean caverns,
including Pigeon Hole Cave, which is accessed via a flight of steps. The water at the
bottom is an underground river connecting
Lough Corrib and Lough Mask. There are
historic sites too, including stone viaducts,
the 20m-high Guinness Tower and the
Monk’s Fishing House, which has a trapdoor
to the river.
While You’re Here... Make sure to explore
the impressive ruins of 12th-century Cong
Abbey, once home to the last High King of
Ireland.

LIMESTONE HILL
8 BEST
MULLAGHMORE LOOP, CO CLARE

The moonscape hills of the Burren are
unique, and great to explore at any time of
the year. So long as it’s dry, the limestone
pavement provides a firm walking surface
in winter too. Four signed routes start at the
trailhead in Burren National Park, but the
longest one — the blue Mullaghmore Loop
— is probably the best. It’s 7.5km long and
makes a circuit along the shore of Lough
Gealáin and over the summit of 180m Mullaghmore. The extensive fissured pavement
is wonderfully scenic, but take care not to
turn an ankle.
While You’re Here... Check out nearby
Poulnabrone Dolmen, one of Ireland’s most
impressive Neolithic tombs.

BEST BEACH AND DUNES
9 KILLASPUGBRONE
LOOP, CO SLIGO
Strandhill is one of Sligo’s most popu-

One for the experienced hiker,
particularly in winter — Slieve
Snaght in the Derryveagh
Mountains, Co Donegal

Spot a neolithic landmark at
Poulnabrone Dolmen in the Burren

lar seaside towns. The town beach can
be busy, but this 7km circuit explores the
little-visited coastal habitat to the north.
From the promenade car park, head north
along the coast, following purple arrows.
The path leads through sand dunes and
past the runway of Sligo Airport. Pass
the ruins of 12th-century Killaspugbrone
Church, a sandy beach and pine forest
before following roadside pavements
back to the start.
While You’re Here... Visit the shops and
cafes along Strandhill seafront. Everyone
deserves a treat after a winter walk.

BEST WILD HILLWALK
10 SLIEVE
SNAGHT, CO DONEGAL

For experienced hillwalkers, cold winter snaps are a perfect time to explore
peaks that are normally boggy underfoot.
And what better frozen target than Slieve
Snaght, Donegal’s second-highest mountain? This 678m summit lies at the heart of
the Derryveagh Mountains, and is a superlative viewpoint. From the start along the
R254 (grid ref: C 965,155), the easiest option is a 6km out-and-back ascent through
Horseshoe Valley. If the weather is clear, a
longer circuit over Drumnaliffern Mountain (596m) and Crockfadda (485m) is also
possible.
While You’re Here... Bring your binoculars
—Slieve Snaght lies within Glenveagh National Park, the epicentre of Ireland’s reintroduction programme for golden eagles.
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Liam Neeson narrates
this two-part
documentary

THE HUNGER: THE STORY OF
THE IRISH FAMINE
MONDAY, RTÉ ONE, 9.35PM

In 1845, Europe was struck by a
devastating famine when a deadly
fungus, having originated in South
America, escaped in the holds of
cargo ships and destroyed potato
crops. As food grew scarce and
prices soared, the famine caused
the deaths of over a million people
in Ireland alone and, between 1845
and 1855, a further two million
were forced to emigrate in search
of refuge from the crisis.
To mark the 175th anniversary
of the famine, this two-part
documentary, narrated by actor
Liam Neeson, begins by outlining
the social, political and economic
conditions that allowed the famine
to occur and charts the first three
years of the crisis not only in
Ireland, but across Europe.
The British government’s initial
response was successful in staving
off the worst impact of the famine.
However, under John Russell’s new
government in 1846, the response
hardened. The death rate rose as
resources ran out for the Irish poor,
while in Europe, authorities acted
to ensure the impact was lower.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

SMALL AXE:
RED, WHITE AND BLUE
BBC ONE, 9PM

ANTON FERDINAND:
FOOTBALL, RACISM & ME
BBC ONE, 9PM

CLOCH LE CAM –
LARRY GOGAN
RTÉ ONE, 7PM

The third drama in Steve
McQueen’s anthology tells the
story of Leroy Logan (Star Wars’
John Boyega), a young forensic
scientist who becomes a
policeman after seeing his father
assaulted by two officers.

Former professional footballer
Ferdinand talks for the first time
about the highly-publicised 2011
racial-abuse case involving
ex-England captain John Terry and
takes a personal look at the
issue of racial abuse in the sport.

DEAD STILL
RTÉ ONE, 9.30PM

THE UNDOING
SKY ATLANTIC, 9PM

Blennerhasset, Molloy and Nancy
get caught up in Detective Regan’s
search for a murderer. Could an
ominous figure from Brock’s past
be using work to create a new
breed of death photography?

The star-studded whodunnit,
which centres around the
violent murder of a woman within
a wealthy New York community,
reaches a conclusion. Hugh Grant
and Nicole Kidman star.

TEACH NA CÉIBHE
TG4, 10.30PM

YELLOWSTONE
RTÉ 2, 9.30PM & 10.25PM

A performance by Glasgow-born
singer-songwriter Eddi Reader –
who is celebrating 40 years in
the music business – recorded
at The Quays pub in Galway.

CHANGELING
(2008) VIRGIN MEDIA ONE,
10.35PM

FILM

Angelina Jolie received an Oscar
nomination for her role in Clint
Eastwood’s 1920s-set mystery
thriller. It follows a single mother
who discovers that her kidnapped
son is being returned to her, but
realises it’s the wrong child.

As Beth continues her battle with
Willa Hayes, Monica has a
harrowing ordeal. Then, the third
season’s penultimate episode sees
Jamie confront his past and Rip
approach Kayce about a problem.

ONE HOUR PHOTO
(2001) TG4, 9.30PM

FILM Robin Williams used this

well-made thriller to extend his
acting range into more serious
roles. He plays a lonely photo
counter worker who becomes
obsessed with the life of
a customer’s family.

A look back at the life of the DJ. As
well as presenting old favourites
and classic songs during The Golden Hour, Larry was also a passionate supporter of new talent during
a 60-year broadcasting career.

HOW TO SPEND IT WELL
AT CHRISTMAS WITH
PHILLIP SCHOFIELD
UTV, 8PM

A guide to this year’s best gadgets,
with Chris Kamara and his son
joining gymnasts Ellie and Becky
Downie to see what fitness gifts
are worth the price tag.

Anton Ferdinand talks
about racial abuse

THE TRUTH ABOUT AMAZON:
HOW IT TOOK OVER
THE WORLD
CHANNEL 4, 9PM

Sabrina Grant and Helen Skelton
focus on how Amazon defeated
its rivals and what consumers
can expect from Jeff Bezos’
e-commerce giant in the future.

120 BPM
(2017) CHANNEL 4, 12.10AM

FILM

This visually arresting and
inspiring French drama follows the
lives and loves of young activists
as the Aids epidemic rages during
the 1990s. Nahuel Pérez Biscayart
and Arnaud Valois star.

A look at DJ Larry
Gogan’s life and career
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Filmof
theweek

Sport
highlights

FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS
(2016) FRIDAY, RTÉ 2, 9.45PM

Meryl Streep earned a 20th Best
Actress Oscar nomination for
her role in Stephen Frears’ biopic
of the New York socialite who
journalist Stephen Pile ranked as
“the world’s worst opera singer”.
It’s 1944, and Florence Foster
Jenkins, who founded the Verdi
Club years before, still dreams
of one day becoming a great
diva and performing at Carnegie
Hall. The only problem is that
she cannot sing a note.
Hugh Grant (at his charming
best) plays her romantic partner
and enabler, St Clair Bayfield,
who pays off critics, makes sure
her recitals are packed with only
sympathetic ears and tucks her in
at night before running off to his
mistress (Rebecca Ferguson).
But it remains a mystery whether
he is just stringing wealthy heiress
Florence along because of her
money, or if he really loves her.
Special mention should also
go to Simon Helberg, aka The Big
Bang Theory’s Howard Wolowitz.
He plays pianist and composer
Cosme McMoon, whose reactions
to Florence’s tone-deaf travesties
make the movie sparkle.

GUINNESS SERIES LIVE
SUNDAY, RTÉ ONE, 1.40PM

Ireland’s third and final fixture in
Group A sees them host Georgia
at the Aviva Stadium. The Irish
have won all four of the previous
meetings, with the most recent of
those contests a 49-7 triumph here
in 2014. Commentary by George
Hamilton and Jamie Heaslip.

EURO 2022 QUALIFIER
TUESDAY, RTÉ 2, 4.30PM

The Republic of Ireland women
take on Germany at Tallaght Stadium. Vera Pauw’s side is aiming
to finish second in the group and
ensure either an automatic place
in the finals, or least a play-off.
However, they will face a tough
test against Martina VossTecklenburg’s formidable Germans.

LIVE PGA TOUR GOLF
THURSDAY, SKY SPORTS MAIN
EVENT, 9.30PM
Stephen Frears’ sparkling
biopic starring Meryl
Streep and Hugh Grant

Wednesday Thursday
DONAL’S FAMILY
FOOD IN MINUTES
RTÉ ONE, 8.30PM

After showcasing a recipe for
kleftico, which his grandad loved,
Donal remembers his Auntie
Erica’s lemon slices, and his
mother’s special coq au vin blanc.

THE CASE I CAN’T FORGET:
THE MURDER OF MARY GOUGH
RTÉ ONE, 9.35PM

With exclusive access to crimescene evidence, retired detective
inspector Pat Marry relives the
four-year-long murder investigation that put a killer behind bars.

BBC4 INSIDE CINEMA:
GUILT-FREE PLEASURES
BBC FOUR, 10PM

Film critic Catherine Bray
looks back at ‘trashy’ films like
Showgirls, Caligula, Cats and
Xanadu. She also asks whether
such so-called guilty pleasures
were actually made with the
intention of becoming cult viewing.

MISTRESS AMERICA
(2015) CHANNEL 4, 12.35AM

FILM Greta Gerwig is delightful

in director Noah Baumbach’s
surprisingly poignant comedy
about a scatterbrained socialite
befriended by a New York
college student (Lola Kirke)
with literary ambitions.

American Brendon Todd, who
beat Adam Long, Carlos Ortiz
and Vaughn Taylor by one shot
in 2019, begins the defence of his
Mayakoba Golf Classic title at
the El Camaleon Golf Club in
Playa del Carmen, Mexico.

HIGH SOCIETY
(1956) BBC FOUR, 8PM

FILM

Classic Hollywood charm
combined with romantic farce
and a foot-tapping soundtrack
make this one of the great screwball
comedies. Grace Kelly plays the
spoiled Rhode Island socialite who
has to choose between three men
– her ex-husband Bing Crosby, her
fiancé John Lund and undercover
reporter Frank Sinatra.

EAR TO THE GROUND
RTÉ ONE, 8.30PM

Sheep farmers are having
a tough time of it, partly due
to the the collapse of wool
prices. Here, Darragh
McCullough visits a Kilkenny
man who hopes to become
a business success by
using a new breed that
shed their wool naturally.

CELEBRITY
CRYSTAL MAZE
CHANNEL 4, 10PM

Richard Ayoade returns
to guide more teams of
celebs through the four
zones. Love Island host
Laura Whitmore captains a
team including comedian
Chris Ramsey, Diversity
dancers Perri Kiely and Jordan
Banjo, and former Wales
rugby player Gareth Thomas.

Laura
Whitmore
leads a team
into the
Celebrity
Crystal Maze.

Friday

Saturday

GRAYSON’S ART CLUB
EXHIBITION
CHANNEL 4, 8PM

JUNGLE MYSTERY: LOST
KINGDOMS OF THE AMAZON
CHANNEL 4, 6.30PM

WATERHOLE:
AFRICA’S ANIMAL OASIS
BBC TWO, 9PM

THE SANTA CLAUSE
(1994) RTÉ ONE, 7.05PM

Grayson Perry and his wife
Philippa take viewers behind the
scenes at Manchester Art Gallery
as they prepare for an exhibition
of work produced during the Art
Club series earlier this year.

The BBC natural history unit has
helped to build the world’s first
waterhole rigged with cameras in
Tanzania. Chris Packham and Ella
Al-Shamahi watch as a host of
animals discover the water.

THE SOUND OF TV
WITH NEIL BRAND
BBC FOUR, 9PM

Dramatist and composer Neil
Brand looks at the enduring power
of the television theme tune. He
begins by profiling the musicians
behind the signature music of
Coronation Street, EastEnders,
Bagpuss and Game of Thrones.

ERIN BROCKOVICH
(2000) RTÉ ONE, 11.25PM

FILM

Oscar-winner Julia Roberts
plays the unemployed single
mother and campaigner who takes
on a big-business polluter in this
compelling biographical drama.

Archaeologist and explorer
Ella al-Shamahi embarks on
a mission to solve one of the
world’s ancient mysteries: did
cities and civilisations once
flourish in the Amazon rainforest?

FILM

Home Improvement star Tim
Allen made his feature debut in
this yuletide comedy which sees a
father step into Santa’s boots after
a fatal accident creates a vacancy .

STRICTLY COME DANCING
BBC ONE, 7.25PM

It’s musicals week and, after a
spectacular Priscilla, Queen of
the Desert-themed routine from
the professionals, the remaining
couples take to the floor in an effort
to impress the judges and viewers.

IT’LL BE ALRIGHT
ON THE NIGHT
UTV, 8.30PM

David Walliams presents a fresh
compilation of TV clangers from
the past year. Stormzy, Robbie
Williams, Craig Revel Horwood,
Jonathan Ross, Ant & Dec,
will.iam, Jeremy Clarkson, Kay
Burley and Vicky Pattison are
among the stars left red-faced.
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Sunday November 29
RTE1

RTE2

VirginMediaOne

TG4

6.00 EuroNews 6.20 Teleshopping
7.25 Nationwide 7.55 Holby
City (T) 9.05 The Mallorca
Files (T) 10.00 The National
Symphony Orchestra in
Concert 11.00 Mass 12.00
The Week in Politics (T) 1.00
RTÉ News (T) 1.10 Ear to the
Ground (T) 1.40 Guinness
Series Live 4.40 The Zoo
(T) 5.10 My Uni Life (T) 5.40
Nuacht 6.00 The Angelus 6.01
RTÉ News (T) 6.30 The Den (T)
7.30 No Place Like Home Kathryn
Thomas highlights the southeast
charm of Co Wexford,
remembering being a child in
Cahore and exploring the scenic
lake walk in Johnstown Castle.
8.00 Fair City Melanie is agitated by
Mondo’s constant questioning
about the trial.
8.30 Keys to My Life Rory Cowan
goes back to Ballyfermot house
where he grew up.
9.00 RTÉ News
9.30 Dead Still Blennerhasset,
Molloy and Nancy struggle to
keep the business going due
to the unwanted attention of
Detective Regan.
10.30 All Round to Mrs Brown’s
Harry Redknapp, Maya Jama
and Mick Hucknall are among
the guests on the chat show,
with music by Simply Red.
11.25 The Week in Politics Political
issues, hosted by Áine Lawlor.
12.30 European Parliament Report
(T) 1.00 Deirdre O’Kane Talks
Funny (T) 1.50 Sanditon (T)
2.45 Blue Bloods (T) 3.30
Death in Paradise (T) 4.25
Doctors (T) 5.25 EuroNews

6.00 EuroNews 6.45 Mya Go (T)
6.55 Bright Sparks (T) 7.05
Everything’s Rosie (T) 7.30
Peek Zoo 7.40 news2day
Weekly (T) 8.00 The Tom
and Jerry Show 8.25
Scooby-Doo, Where Are You!
8.50 Teen Titans Go! (T)
9.15 Boy Girl Dog Cat Mouse
Cheese (T) 9.40 Logan High
(T) 10.05 Teen Titans Go!
10.30 Bernard Dunne’s
Mythical Heroes (T) 10.55
Hardball 11.50 Deadly 60 on
a Mission (T) 12.25 Gamer
Mode (T) 12.50 Racing from
Fairyhouse The Fairyhouse
Winter Festival. 3.20 The
Sunday Game Live Limerick
v Galway (Throw-in 4.00pm).
Coverage of the second
All-Ireland Senior Hurling
Championship semi-final. (T)
6.10 The Simpsons (T)
6.40 Sunday Night Soccer
Athlone Town v Dundalk
(Kick-off 7.05pm). Peter Collins
introduces the live match
from Athlone Town Stadium,
with a place in the FAI Cup
Final at stake. (T)
9.30 The Sunday Game Des Cahill
introduces highlights and studio
discussion of the best of the
weekend’s GAA action.
11.30 The Game Documentary
examining the history of hurling,
beginning by charting the
origins of the GAA alongside
the turbulent times of the Land
War and mass emigration.
12.35 NCIS: New Orleans (T) 1.25
A Place to Call Home (T) 2.25
Modus (T) 3.15 EuroNews

6.10

7.00

Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover (T) 7.00 Heartbeat
9.00 Ireland AM (T) 12.00
Paul O’Grady for the Love of
Dogs: What Happened Next
1.00 UEFA Europa League
Update 1.30 Gok’s Lunchbox
(T) 2.30 In for a Penny 3.00
Celebrity Catchphrase 4.00
The Family Chase 5.00 Red
Rock (T) 5.30 News at 5.30
(T) 6.00 Big Star’s Little Star
With Jimmy Bullard, Martin
Offiah and Tricia Penrose. (T)
7.00 The Cube Research midwife
Claire and her fellow competitor
Kevin put their skill, agility and
co-ordination to the test as
they set their sights on claiming
the show’s £250,000 jackpot.
8.00 The Chase: I’m a Celebrity
Special Bradley Walsh
presents as former I’m a
Celebrity campmates Rita
Simons, Malique ThompsonDwyer, Fleur East and James
McVey try to win as much
money as they can for charity.
9.00 I’m a Celebrity… Get Me
Out of Here! The celebrities
continue to battle it out in the
quest to be crowned King or
Queen of the Castle. Ant and
Dec present.
10.35 Changeling (2008) A single
mother is seemingly reunited
with her missing child, but
remains adamant he is not her
son. Clint Eastwood’s
fact-based drama, starring
Angelina Jolie and John
Malkovich. HHHHH
1.15 The Best of Ireland AM 5.40
The Six O’Clock Show (T)

7.12
7.15
7.30

8.30

9.30

10.30
11.00
11.02

12.45

Cúla 4 na nÓg 8.00 Cúla 4
10.00 Timpeall na Tíre (T)
10.30 Little House on the
Prairie (T) 12.25 Murder,
She Wrote 1.22 An Aimsir
Láithreach 1.55 Lár Stáitse
-Súil Siar 3.35 Ar Chúl an
Chuirtín (T) 4.05 The Irish
RM (T) 5.10 Rugbaí Beo
Scarlets v Leinster live at Parc
y Scarlets (Kick-off 5.15pm).
An Aimsir Láithreach
Nuacht TG4
Ollchlár Ros na Rún Briain
decides to concentrate on his
business. Meanwhile, Malachai
wants others to believe that
Tadhg was responsible for
Frances’s death.
Réalta Agus Gaolta The
search for Ireland’s most
talented family continues, with
a series of contestants hoping
to impress the judges, including
guest judge Fiach Moriarty.
Sé Mo Laoch The life and
career of Nollaig Casey and
Maire Ni Chathasaigh, sisters
who grew up in a West
Cork household steeped in
traditional music and song.
Teach na Céibhe A performance
by Scottish singer Eddi Reader,
from the Quays pub in Galway.
An Aimsir Láithreach
Mickybo and Me (2004) Two
young fans of Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid decide to
copy their heroes and run away
from home. Comedy drama set
in the 1970s, starring John Joe
McNeill and Niall Wright. HHH
Hector USA Ó Chósta go
Cósta 1.45 France 24

VirginMediaTwo

BBC1

BBC2

Channel4

7.10

6.00 Breakfast (T) 7.55 Match of
the Day (T) 9.00 The Andrew
Marr Show (T) 10.00 Sunday
Politics Northern Ireland
(T) 10.30 Sunday Worship
(T) 11.00 Homes Under the
Hammer (T) 11.30 Bargain
Hunt (T) 12.20 Songs of
Praise: Young Chorister
of the Year (T) 1.00 BBC
News (T) 1.15 FA Cup Final
Score (T) 3.50 Escape to the
Country (T) 4.50 Blue Planet
II (T) 5.50 BBC News (T)
6.05 BBC Newsline (T)
6.15 Countryfile (T)
7.25 Strictly Come Dancing: The
Results The two lowest-scoring
couples face elimination.
8.10 His Dark Materials Will and
Lyra try to gain entry into the
Torre Degli Angeli.
9.00 Small Axe: Red, White and
Blue A black forensic scientist
decides to join the Metropolitan
Police in the hope of changing
racist attitudes from within
its ranks. Fact-based drama,
starring John Boyega.
10.20 BBC News
10.45 BBC Newsline
10.50 Match of the Day 2 Mark
Chapman presents action
from today’s Premier League
fixtures, including Southampton
v Manchester United and
Chelsea v Tottenham Hotspur.
11.50 Defending Digga D
Following the drill artist after
his release from prison.
12.50 Coriolanus (2011) Shakespearean
drama. HHHH (T) 2.45
Weather for the Week
Ahead (T) 2.50 BBC News (T)

6.05 A to Z of TV Gardening (T)
6.50 Countryfile (T) 7.45
Glorious Gardens from
Above (T) 8.30 Life in a
Cottage Garden with Carol
Klein (T) 9.00 Landward (T)
9.30 Beechgrove Repotted
(T) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Best Bites (T) 11.30 Hairy
Bikers’ Best of British (T)
12.30 David Attenborough’s
Natural Curiosities (T)
1.00 Live Snooker: UK
Championship (T) 5.15 Flog
It! (T) 6.00 Match of the
Day: The FA Cup (T)
7.10 Inside the Factory Gregg
Wallace visits a bakery that
produces 180,000 pasties a day.
8.10 Dragons’ Den The panel assess
ideas for cocktails, street food
and teaching aids.
9.10 The Trials of Oscar Pistorius
Six weeks into the trial, the
defendant takes the stand, but
his unconvincing testimony
leads to the charge being
increased from culpable homicide
to murder. Last in series.
10.55 The Blame Game With Tim
McGarry, Colin Murphy, Jake
O’Kane and Neil Delamere.
11.25 Sunday Politics Northern
Ireland With Mark Carruthers.
11.55 Snooker: UK Championship
Radzi Chinyanganya presents
action from the day’s last-64
matches at Marshall Arena.
12.45 Snooker: UK Championship
Extra (T) 2.30 Sign Zone:
Question Time (T) 3.30 Sign
Zone: Holby City (T) 4.10 Sign
Zone: Between the Covers (T)
4.40 This Is BBC Two (T)

6.00 The Big Bang Theory (T)
7.30 The Simpsons (T)
9.30 Sunday Brunch (T)
12.30 The Great British Bake
Off: The Final (T) 1.45
Live International Rugby
Union Ireland v Georgia
(Kick-off 2.00pm). (T)
4.00 Ice Age (2002)
Animated adventure, with the
voice of John Leguizamo. HHH
(T) 5.30 Channel 4 News (T)
6.00 Escape to Barbados
Documentary following Britons
working from Barbados. (T)
7.00 A Place in the Sun A
Leicestershire duo look for a
home in western Cyprus on a
£120,000 budget.
8.00 Escape to the Chateau
Dick and Angel turn their
attentions to the wash house.
9.00 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand
Prix Highlights Steve Jones
presents action from the 15th
round of the campaign at
Bahrain International Circuit.
11.00 Rugby Union: Autumn
Nations Cup Highlights
Highlights of round three of the
inaugural Autumn Nations Cup,
including Scotland v Fiji, Wales
v England, France v Italy and
Ireland v Georgia.
12.00 Sweet Country (2017)
Australian period drama
starring Hamilton Morris.
HHHH (T) 2.05 The Last Leg
(T) 3.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA (T) 3.50
Car S.O.S (T) 4.40 Fifteen
to One (T) 5.30 Kirstie’s
Handmade Christmas (T)
5.50 Countdown (T)

9.00

10.00

11.00

12.00

Daughter of the Bride (2008)
Romantic drama, starring
Joanna Garcia and Luke Perry.
HHH 8.50 Tipping Point
10.50 Vet School 11.50
Tipping Point 12.50 Lifecycles
1.50 The Chase Celebrity
Special 3.50 The Great Fire
4.50 Gibraltar: Britain in the
Sun 6.50 Inspector Morse
The Oxford sleuth investigates
a double mystery connected to
the local Greek community – the
death of a restaurant chef and
the disappearance of a baby. (T)
Gogglebox Ireland Deirdre
O’Kane provides the voiceover
as a selection of telly addicts
review the week’s programmes
from the comfort of their
living rooms.
The Graham Norton Show The
host chats to music superstar
Mariah Carey about her
eponymous Magical Christmas
Special. TV chef and writer
Nadiya Hussain reflects on new
book Nadiya Bakes, while British
astronaut Tim Peake talks about
his autobiography Limitless.
Singer-songwriter Gary Barlow
also enjoys a brief natter
before he performs the single
Incredible, from his new solo
album Music Played by Humans.
The Jonathan Ross Show The
host is joined by Strictly Come
Dancing judges Shirley Ballas,
Craig Revel Horwood and Motsi
Mabuse, as well as Liam Payne,
Nish Kumar, Jonathan Van Ness
and Tom Walker.
Through the Keyhole
1.00 Bull

Angelina Jolie, Changeling,
Virgin Media One, 10.35pm

Satellite
UTV

7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 ITV News 9.30
Best Walks with a View with Julia
Bradbury 10.00 Love Your Weekend
with Alan Titchmarsh 11.55 All Around
Britain 12.50 Griff’s Great Australian
Adventure 1.20 ITV News 1.30 FILM:
Kindergarten Cop (1990) 3.35 The
Chase 4.35 Winning Combination 5.35
ITV News 5.50 UTV Live 6.00 5 Gold
Rings 7.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars
8.00 Who Wants To Be A Millionaire:
The Million Pound Question 9.00 I’m a
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! Celebrity
survival challenge. 10.35 ITV News 10.50
Tyson Fury: The Gypsy King 11.50 ITV
Sport Stories 12.15 Ideal World

Virgin Media Three

8.00 Yo Gabba Gabba! 8.30 Fireman
Sam 9.00 Judge Judy 11.00 Red
Rock 12.00 The Chase Australia
1.00 Coronation Street 4.00 FILM:
Daughter of the Bride (2008) 5.55 Just
Henry 8.00 Hotel India 9.00 The Real
Marigold Hotel Eight celebrities embark
on an experimental adventure to India.
10.15 The Singapore Grip 11.15 FILM:
Freshman Father (2010)

BBC4

7.00 Crossing England in a Punt: River
of Dreams 8.00 Galapagos – Islands of
Change: Natural World 9.00 Scotland:
Rome’s Final Frontier 10.00 FILM:
Balloon (2018) Premiere. Drama, with
Friedrich Mucke. 12.00 Top of the Pops:
1990

More4

8.55 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces
12.00 Come Dine with Me 2.40 Four
in a Bed 5.15 Come Dine with Me 8.00
Grand Designs 9.00 999: What’s Your
Emergency? 11.05 24 Hours in A&E
12.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA

E4

8.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares
USA 9.55 Don’t Tell the Bride 12.00
Wife Swap USA 12.55 Schooled 3.25
The Big Bang Theory 5.35 The Crystal
Maze 6.35 Taskmaster Bleeped 7.40
The Great Christmas Bake Off 9.00
FILM: The Hobbit: The Desolation of
Smaug (2013) Fantasy adventure sequel,
with Martin Freeman. 12.05 Gogglebox

Sky One

7.50 All Hail King Julien 8.15 Home:
Adventures with Tip & Oh 8.40
Madagascar: A Little Wild 9.05 The
Simpsons 10.00 S.W.A.T 11.00 NCIS:
Los Angeles 1.00 The Simpsons 4.40
FILM: Stardust (2007) 7.00 Bahrain F1
Grand Prix Highlights 8.00 A League
of Their Own: US Road Trip 2.0 9.00
S.W.A.T 10.00 FILM: The Hunt for Red
October (1990) 12.30 Hawaii Five-0

Sky Atlantic

8.00 Urban Secrets 10.00 CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation 3.00 Ray Donovan
9.00 Riviera 10.00 The Undoing 11.10
The Deuce 12.25 Public Enemy
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Monday November 30
RTE1

RTE2

VirginMediaOne

TG4

6.00 EuroNews 6.30 Teleshopping
8.05 Today 10.05 The Ellen
DeGeneres Show (T) 11.00 Dr
Phil (T) 11.55 Shortland Street
(T) 12.25 The Heights (T) 1.00
RTÉ News (T) 1.30 At Your
Service (T) 2.00 Neighbours
(T) 2.30 Fair City (T) 3.00
EastEnders 3.30 Today (T)
5.40 Nuacht 6.00 The Angelus
6.01 RTÉ News (T)
7.00 Nationwide
7.30 An Teach Seo Againne Patricia
and her children reluctantly
prepare for the return to school
following lockdown, while Simon
has a celebratory birthday dinner
for his daughter. Last in series.
8.00 EastEnders Mick and Katy visit
the care home where he grew up.
8.30 10 Things to Know About The
science behind tackling issues
concerning flooding and drought.
9.00 RTÉ News
9.35 The Hunger: The Story of
the Irish Famine Part one
of two. Liam Neeson narrates
a documentary marking the
175th anniversary of the
catastrophe, exploring the
famine’s international origins,
development and legacy.
10.35 Claire Byrne Live The host is
joined by guests for discussion,
analysis, reports and debates.
11.35 The Works Presents John Kelly
meets David Mitchell, the bestselling author of books including
Cloud Atlas and Number9Dream.
12.10 The Late Late Toy Show (T)
2.25 Claire Byrne Live 3.20
Nationwide 3.45 Dr Phil
(T) 4.30 Doctors (T) 5.30
EuroNews

6.00 EuroNews 6.50 TRTÉ 4.30
The Simpsons (T) 5.00 The
Goldbergs (T) 5.30 Shortland
Street 6.00 Neighbours (T)
6.30 The Goldbergs
7.00 Wildest Survival The methods
different animals use to attract
a mate, which range from
expanding body parts and
colourful plumage to impressive
dances and even being willing
to die after mating.
8.00 Against the Head Rugby
magazine series featuring all
the news from the game.
8.30 Second Chance Dresses
Olivia Buckland helps superopinionated Welsh bride Zoe
– who lives 60 miles from any
bridal shop – find the perfect
wedding dress by showing her
four second-hand gowns.
9.00 Bridget & Eamon The couple
take over the airwaves by
starting a pirate radio station
in their front room.
9.30 Yellowstone Beth continues
her battle with Willa Hayes,
and brings John a lucrative
offer, while Monica has a
harrowing ordeal.
10.25 Yellowstone Jamie confronts
his past, Rip approaches Kayce
about an old problem, and the
bunkhouse crew look to defend
two of their own.
11.20 Trigonometry Ray’s mother
visits London for her first
birthday since leaving home.
12.15 Shortscreen (T) 12.35 This
Country (T) 1.10 The Walking
Dead (T) 2.15 Mafia Only
Kills in Summer (T)
3.20 EuroNews

6.30 UEFA Champions League
Weekly 7.00 Ireland AM (T)
10.00 This Morning (T) 12.30
News at 12:30 (T) 1.00 The
Chase (T) 3.00 Elaine 4.00
Harbour Lives 4.30 Judge
Judy Real-life small-claims
cases. 5.30 News at 5.30 (T)
6.00 The Six O’Clock Show (T)
7.00 Emmerdale Harriet covers her
tracks, Laurel and Jai receive
news, and it is Cain’s birthday.
7.30 Coronation Street Ray uses
Faye to get his hands on the
Metcalfes’ house. Leanne
throws herself into funeral
arrangements. Yasmeen gives
Imran a huge responsibility.
8.00 News at 8
8.30 Coronation Street Abi and
Sally uncover Ray’s master plan.
Meanwhile, Tracy worries about
Steve’s lack of interest in Oliver’s
funeral, and Yasmeen’s defence
suffers a double setback.
9.00 I’m a Celebrity… Get Me
Out of Here! The race for
the crown heats up as the
celebrities face their final
week in the castle, while Ant
and Dec reflect on the past
24 hours in the camp.
10.25 World on Fire Harry crosses
paths with Lois again when she
arrives to perform at the BEF
base camp in France.
11.40 Life Stories: Get the
Numbers Write The adult
learners arrive in Dundalk
where they attempt to
encourage people to read by
creating a book exchange.
12.40 The Street 1.55 Homefront
5.40 The Six O’Clock Show

7.00

VirginMediaTwo

BBC1

BBC2

Channel4

7.30

6.00 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning
Live (T) 10.00 Homes Under
the Hammer (T) 11.00
Claimed and Shamed (T)
11.45 Night Force (T) 12.15
Bargain Hunt (T) 1.00 BBC
News at One (T) 1.30 BBC
Newsline (T) 1.45 Doctors (T)
2.15 Impossible (T)
3.00 Escape to the Country
(T) 3.45 Money for Nothing
(T) 4.30 The Repair Shop (T)
5.15 Pointless (T)
6.00 BBC News at Six (T)
6.30 BBC Newsline (T)
7.00 MOTD: FA Cup Third-Round
Draw Mark Chapman presents.
7.30 The One Show Presented by
Alex Jones and Amol Rajan.
8.05 EastEnders Mick and Katy visit
the care home where he grew up.
8.30 Suzie Lee’s Home Cook
Heroes Chicken recipes,
including a roast dinner and
sweet and sour. Last in series.
9.00 Anton Ferdinand: Football,
Racism & Me The former
professional footballer explores
the issue of racial abuse in the
game, talking about his own
2011 incident with John Terry.
10.00 BBC News
10.30 BBC Newsline
10.45 Showbands: How Ireland
Learnt to Party A look back
at the showbands phenomenon.
11.45 Angels of the North Sammyjo
has to deal with a busy salon
and staff illness.
12.05 Angels of the North (T)
12.25 Have I Got a Bit More
News for You (T) 1.10 The
Graham Norton Show (T)
1.55 BBC News (T)

6.00 Bargain Hunt (T) 6.45 Money
for Nothing (T) 7.30 Sign
Zone: Mountain Vets (T) 8.00
Sign Zone: Mary Berry’s
Simple Comforts (T) 8.30
The Week in Parliament
(T) 9.00 BBC News at 9 (T)
10.00 BBC News (T) 12.15
Politics Live (T) 1.00 Live
Snooker: UK Championship
(T) 3.20 Politics Live:
Scottish National Party
Leader’s Speech Special
(T) 4.05 Live Snooker: UK
Championship (T) 5.15 Flog
It! (T) 6.00 Richard Osman’s
House of Games (T) 6.30
Strictly: It Takes Two (T)
7.00 Mastermind
7.30 Only Connect First-round
losers the Whitcombes and the
Severns get a final chance.
8.00 Nigella’s Cook, Eat, Repeat
Nigella Lawson shares recipes
featuring anchovies.
8.30 University Challenge The
second-round matches continue.
9.00 Hospital A bed shortage
highlights the challenge of
trying to discharge older patients.
10.00 I Lár an Aonaigh
With Irial Ó Ceallaigh and
music by Wyvern Lingo.
10.30 Sporting Traditions
10.45 Newsnight
11.25 Weather
11.30 Snooker: UK Championship
12.20 Snooker: UK Championship
Extra (T) 2.20 Sign Zone:
Countryfile (T) 3.15 Sign Zone:
DIY SOS: The Big Build (T)
4.15 Sign Zone: MasterChef:
The Professionals (T) 5.15
This Is BBC Two (T)

6.30 Mike & Molly (T) 7.10 Cheers
(T) 8.05 Everybody Loves
Raymond (T) 9.35 Frasier (T)
10.35 Undercover Boss USA
(T) 11.30 Channel 4 News
Summary (T) 11.35 Ramsay’s
Kitchen Nightmares USA (T)
12.30 Steph’s Packed Lunch
(T) 2.10 Countdown (T) 3.00
A Place in the Sun (T) 4.00
Escape to the Chateau: DIY
(T) 5.00 Kirstie’s Handmade
Christmas (T) 6.00 The
Simpsons (T) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T)
7.00 Channel 4 News
8.00 Christmas at Chatsworth
House The house’s staff
prepare for the festive season.
9.00 A Very Royal Christmas:
Sandringham Secrets A
look at how the royal family
celebrate Christmas Day.
10.00 Gogglebox The armchair critics
share their opinions on what
they have been watching
during the week, with cameras
capturing their instant reactions.
11.05 Page Three: The Naked
Truth This year marks the
50th anniversary since the first
appearance of the Sun’s page
three girl. Here, some of the
models discuss the highs and
lows of their profession.
12.10 The Truth about Amazon:
How to Shop Smart (T) 1.05
The Great British Bake Off:
An Extra Slice (T) 2.00 Crazy
Delicious (T) 2.55 Couples
Come Dine with Me (T) 3.45
Car S.O.S (T) 4.35 Fifteen to
One (T) 5.25 Coach Trip – Final
Week: Road to Barcelona (T)
5.50 Countdown (T)

7.00

8.00

9.00

10.00

11.05

11.35
12.05

Nanny 911 8.30 The Chase
Australia 9.30 Tipping Point
(T) 10.30 Peter Andre’s
60 Minute Makeover (T)
11.30 Nanny 911 12.30 Hello
Campers 1.30 Ireland AM
(T) 2.30 Emmerdale (T) 3.00
Coronation Street (T) 4.00
Tipping Point (T) 6.00 The
Chase Quiz show. (T)
The Chase Bradley Walsh
presents as four contestants
answer general knowledge
questions and work as a team to
take on ruthless quiz genius the
Chaser and secure a cash prize.
The Chase Australia Andrew
O’Keefe presents the Down
Under version of the quiz show
in which four people must work
together to beat the Chaser and
win a cash prize.
Piers Morgan’s Life Stories
Michael Parkinson discusses his
life and career, looking back on
his encounters with some of the
world’s biggest stars, including
Muhammad Ali, Fred Astaire
and Madonna.
The Jonathan Ross Show
The host is joined by guests Matt
Lucas, Jon Richardson, Lucy
Beaumont, Lady Leshurr and
Grayson Perry.
Coronation Street Ray uses
Faye to get his hands on the
Metcalfes’ house. Leanne
throws herself into funeral
arrangements. Yasmeen gives
Imran a huge responsibility.
Coronation Street
Emmerdale (T) 12.35 The
Midwives 1.45 Bull 2.35
Monsignor Renard

7.00
7.30

8.00
9.00

9.30

11.10
12.10

Cúla 4 na nÓg 10.30 Naíonáin
an Zú (T) 11.00 Little House
on the Prairie (T) 11.55 Abair
Amhrán (T) 12.10 River
Cottage Australia (T) 12.40
Garraí Glas (T) 1.10 Murder,
She Wrote (T) 2.05 Weakest
Link (T) 3.00 Cúla 4 na nÓg
4.00 Cúla 4 5.32 An Aimsir
Láithreach 5.35 Irish Paint
Magic 6.05 Gilmore Girls
Rory plans a birthday bash. (T)
6.57 An Aimsir Láithreach
Nuacht TG4
Guaranteed Irish Mary
Kennedy meets Revive Active
founder and managing director
Daithi O’Connor, and goes
behind the scenes at Dublinbased brewery Hope Beer with
co-founder Wim de Jongh.
GAA 2020 Highlights of the
week’s best games.
The Foster & Allen Show Mick
Foster and Tony Allen present
music and entertainment,
featuring songs recorded in
Westmeath, Antrim and Dublin.
Presented by Gloria Hunniford.
One Hour Photo (2002)
A technician becomes obsessed
with an apparently perfect
family whose pictures he
develops. Psychological thriller,
starring Robin Williams, Connie
Nielsen, Michael Vartan, Gary
Cole and Dylan Smith. HHHH
Rugbaí Beo Munster v Zebre.
A chance to see the Pro14
encounter at Thomond Park.
Teach na Céibhe 12.42 An
Aimsir Láithreach 12.45 The
West Wing (T) 1.35 Weakest
Link (T) 2.30 France 24

Jonathan McCrea, 10 Things
to Know About, RTE1, 8.30pm

Satellite
UTV

9.00 Lorraine 10.00 This Morning
12.30 Loose Women 1.30 ITV News
1.55 UTV Live 2.00 Dickinson’s Real
Deal 3.00 Winning Combination 3.59
UTV Weather 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
The Chase 6.00 UTV Live 6.30 ITV
News 7.00 Emmerdale 7.30 Coronation
Street 8.00 Ulster Giants 8.30 Coronation
Street 9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out
of Here! 10.25 ITV News 10.55 UTV
Live 11.10 View from Stormont 12.05
All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite

Virgin Media Three

9.00 Elaine 10.00 May the Best House
Win 11.00 Yes Chef 12.00 The Chase
Australia 1.00 Judge Rinder 3.00
The Royal 4.00 Hello Campers 5.00
Heartbeat 6.00 Wild Things 7.00 Inside
Paddington Station 8.00 Heartbeat 9.00
Why Can’t Britain Sleep? 10.00 Cold
Feet 11.00 Jeremy Kyle’s Emergency
Room 12.00 Always and Everyone

BBC4

7.00 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam 7.30
The Joy of Painting 8.00 Britain’s
Lost Masterpieces 9.00 Mary Beard’s
Shock of the Nude 10.00 Locked In:
Breaking the Silence – Storyville 11.15
Robert Burns – The People’s Poet

More4

8.55 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems 9.15 A
Place in the Sun: Home or Away 10.05
Find It, Fix It, Flog It 12.05 Escape
to the Chateau: DIY 1.10 Building the
Dream 2.15 Four in a Bed 4.55 The
Secret Life of the Zoo 5.55 Escape to
the Chateau: DIY 6.55 Grand Designs
New Zealand 7.55 Grand Designs 9.00
Building Giants: High-Speed Train
10.00 24 Hours in A&E 11.05 8 Out
of 10 Cats Does Countdown 12.05
Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA

E4

9.00 Melissa & Joey 10.00 The Big
Bang Theory 11.00 Black-ish 12.00
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.00 The Big Bang
Theory 2.00 Scrubs 3.00 Melissa &
Joey 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00
Charmed 6.00 The Big Bang Theory
7.00 Hollyoaks 7.30 Taskmaster 8.30
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 9.00 Made in
Chelsea 10.00 The Sex Clinic 11.05 The
Big Bang Theory 12.00 Gogglebox

Sky One

9.00 Motorway Patrol 10.00 Brit Cops:
Rapid Response 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
1.00 Hawaii Five-0 3.00 Magnum P.I
4.00 Modern Family 5.00 The Simpsons
5.30 Futurama 6.30 The Simpsons 8.00
Rob & Romesh vs Cricket: South Africa
9.00 FILM: Safe (2012) 11.00 Prodigal
Son 12.00 An Idiot Abroad

Sky Atlantic

9.00 Ray Donovan 10.10 Dexter 12.35
Britannia 2.35 CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation 4.35 Dexter
7.00 Britannia 9.00 The Undoing 10.10
True Blood 11.20 Public Enemy
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Tuesday December 1
RTE1

RTE2

VirginMediaOne

TG4

6.00 EuroNews 6.20 Teleshopping
7.55 Today (T) 9.55 The Ellen
DeGeneres Show (T) 10.50
Dr Phil (T) 11.45 Shortland
Street (T) 12.15 The Heights
(T) 12.45 Telly Bingo 1.00 RTÉ
News (T) 1.30 At Your Service
(T) 2.00 Neighbours (T) 2.30
Home of the Year (T) 3.00
EastEnders (T) 3.30 Today
(T) 5.40 Nuacht 6.00 The
Angelus 6.01 RTÉ News (T)
7.00 Cloch Le Cam – Larry Gogan
The life of DJ Larry Gogan,
whose broadcasting career
spanned nearly 60 years and
who was a passionate supporter
of new Irish acts.
7.30 EastEnders Ian has one up on
Max – and gleefully tells him so.
8.00 How to Be Good with Money
Eoin McGee helps viewers look
after their finances.
8.30 The Style Counsellors
Eileen Smith and Suzanne
Jackson help a Tipperary
woman find a new look that
suits her quirky personality.
9.00 RTÉ News
9.35 Prime Time
10.15 The Split Secrets come out and
lies unravel as Hannah deals with
the fallout from her anniversary
party, while the Noble Hale
Defoe team attends an awards
ceremony for Ruth.
11.15 The Secrets She Keeps
Meghan is in hospital preparing
for the birth of her baby.
12.15 Holby City (T) 1.25 The Good
Karma Hospital 2.20 Prime
Time (T) 2.55 Telly Bingo 3.05
Dr Phil (T) 3.50 Doctors (T)
4.50 EuroNews

6.00 EuroNews 6.50 TRTÉ
4.30 Euro 2022 Qualifier Republic
of Ireland v Germany (Kick-off
5pm). Coverage of the women’s
Group I encounter at Tallaght
Stadium, Dublin. (T)
7.30 Live UEFA Champions League
Coverage of the fifth round
of group fixtures in Europe’s
premier club competition.
Darragh Maloney introduces
proceedings. Matches include
defending champions Bayern
Munich’s trip to Atletico
Madrid, FC Porto v Manchester
City and Liverpool v Ajax.
10.10 Searching for Shergar The
story of one of the world’s most
valuable racehorses, Shergar,
which was famously abducted
from his stables in 1983, at
the height of the Troubles,
and never seen again, with
no ransom being paid and the
kidnappers having never been
brought to justice. Now, 37
years on, Alison Millar sets out
to see if changed times will
help her solve the mystery
once and for all.
11.20 Love in the Time of Corona
11.25 Darkness: Those Who Kill The
public appeal for information
on Anders Kjeldsen leads to
the identification of the third
victim from the farm, and an
explanation of how all the
women met their killer.
12.20 Baby-Faced Mums (T)
1.15 Single Parents Double
bill. (T) 2.10 The Late Late
Toy Show (T) 4.15 Operation
Transformation (T)
5.10 EuroNews

6.30 UEFA Europa League Update
7.00 Ireland AM (T) 10.00
This Morning 12.30 News
at 12:30 (T) 1.00 The Chase
(T) 3.00 Elaine 4.00 Gino’s
Italian Escape: Hidden Italy
4.30 Judge Judy 5.30 News
at 5.30 (T) 6.00 The Six
O’Clock Show (T)
7.00 Emmerdale Moira is left
devastated, Arthur is unwittingly
insensitive, and Mandy is
missing contact with Vinny.
7.30 Heathrow: Britain’s Busiest
Airport Vietnam Airlines are
battling baggage woes, and
rookie engineer Mo comes up
with an ingenious solution to
ensure no one is ever stranded
abroad without their luggage.
8.00 News at 8
8.30 Red Rock When Beady’s
niece is arrested after a drugs
seizure, Paudge puts himself
in a risky situation by trying
to ensure she is released.
Meanwhile, Nikki meets a
sexual assault victim.
9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out
of Here! Ant and Dec present
some of the highlights of the
past 24 hours and look forward
to the next stage, while all eyes
are on Friday’s final.
10.25 The Tonight Show Matt
Cooper and Ciara Doherty offer
their unique take on the big
stories of the day.
11.25 The Truth About Travellers
Henry McKean explores the
traveller community’s attitude
to employment.
12.25 The Street 1.40 Monsignor
Renard 5.20 The Tonight Show

7.00

VirginMediaTwo

BBC1

BBC2

Channel4

7.30

6.00 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning
Live (T) 10.00 Homes Under
the Hammer (T) 11.00
Claimed and Shamed (T)
11.45 Night Force (T) 12.15
Bargain Hunt (T) 1.00 BBC
News at One (T) 1.30 BBC
Newsline (T) 1.45 Doctors
(T) 2.15 Impossible (T) 3.00
Escape to the Country (T)
3.45 Money for Nothing (T)
4.30 The Repair Shop (T)
5.15 Pointless (T)
6.00 BBC News at Six (T)
6.30 BBC Newsline (T)
7.00 The One Show Alex Jones and
Amol Rajan present live chat
and topical reports.
7.30 EastEnders Ian tells Max
he now has the upper hand –
unless Max wants people to
know who he has been kissing.
7.50 Holby City Sacha makes a
controversial decision while
operating on a cancer patient.
8.30 Business on the Brink:
Panorama Richard Bilton
reports on businesses struggling
to survive under lockdown.
9.00 MasterChef: The
Professionals The chefs
prepare potato rosti and
tempura mussels.
10.00 BBC News at Ten
10.30 BBC Newsline
10.45 Spotlight Conor Spackman
investigates a controversial
green energy scheme.
11.15 We Are Who We Are Fraser
and Caitlin become close, but
remain unsure about their own
sexual identities.
12.10 We Are Who We Are (T)
1.00 BBC News (T)

6.30 Claimed and Shamed (T)
7.15 Money for Nothing (T)
8.00 Sign Zone: Our Food,
Our Family with Michela
Chiappa (T) 8.30 Sign Zone:
Powering Britain (T) 9.00
BBC News at 9 (T) 10.00 BBC
News (T) 12.15 Politics Live
(T) 1.00 Live Snooker: UK
Championship (T) 5.15 Flog
It! (T) 6.00 Richard Osman’s
House of Games (T) 6.30
Strictly: It Takes Two (T)
7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip
Olympic gold medal-winning
swimmer Rebecca Adlington
and TV presenter Helen Skelton
rummage for items of interest
in the north west of England.
8.00 Great British Christmas
Menu New series. Winners
of the culinary contest
prepare a feast for the
heroes of the pandemic.
9.00 QI XS Highlights.
9.10 Industry Robert throws a
narcotic-fuelled gathering
for Harper’s birthday.
10.00 The Noughties: 2006
A light-hearted look at the
year’s cultural highlights.
10.45 Newsnight
11.25 Weather
11.30 Snooker: UK Championship
Action from the last-32 matches.
12.20 Snooker: UK Championship
Extra (T) 2.20 Sign Zone:
The Home I Can’t Afford
– Panorama (T) 2.50 Sign
Zone: Royal History’s Biggest
Fibs with Lucy Worsley (T)
3.50 Sign Zone: MasterChef:
The Professionals (T)
4.50 This Is BBC Two (T)

6.30 Mike & Molly (T) 7.10 Cheers
(T) 8.05 Everybody Loves
Raymond (T) 9.35 Frasier (T)
10.35 Undercover Boss USA
(T) 11.30 Channel 4 News
Summary (T) 11.35 Ramsay’s
Kitchen Nightmares USA (T)
12.30 Steph’s Packed Lunch
(T) 2.10 Countdown (T) 3.00
A Place in the Sun (T) 4.00
Escape to the Chateau: DIY
(T) 5.00 Kirstie’s Handmade
Christmas (T) 6.00 The
Simpsons (T) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T)
7.00 Channel 4 News
8.00 The Great British Bake Off:
Best Bits The first of two
highlights shows celebrating
10 years of the contest.
9.00 The Truth about Amazon:
How It Took Over the World
How the online retailer’s
dominant position forces other
companies to adapt.
10.00 Naked Attraction
A professional dancer seeks to
lose his virginity, while a rugby
player who is shy with women
hopes that seeing a potential
date naked will give him a
confidence boost.
11.05 Taskmaster Katherine is
baffled by a giant marble.
12.10 120 BPM (2017) French drama,
with Nahuel Perez Biscayart
and Arnaud Valois. HHH
2.40 Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA (T) 3.30
Couples Come Dine with Me
(T) 4.20 Car S.O.S (T) 5.10
Coach Trip – Final Week: Road
to Barcelona (T) 5.35 Kirstie’s
Handmade Christmas (T)
5.50 Countdown (T)

7.00
10.15

11.00

11.30

12.00

Nanny 911 8.30 The Chase
Australia 9.30 Tipping
Point 10.30 Peter Andre’s
60 Minute Makeover (T)
11.30 Nanny 911 12.30 Hello
Campers 1.30 Ireland AM
2.30 Emmerdale (T) 3.00
Coronation Street (T) 4.00
Tipping Point 6.00 The Chase
Bradley Walsh presents as four
contestants take on ruthless quiz
genius the Chaser. (T)
Live UEFA Champions League
Coverage of a matchday five
fixture (Kick-off 8pm).
UEFA Champions League
Highlights Action from the
opening matchday five fixtures,
which include Manchester City
v FC Porto at Etihad Stadium,
Liverpool v Ajax at Anfield,
Atletico Madrid v Bayern
Munich at Estadio Wanda
Metropolitano, Shakhtar
Donetsk v Real Madrid at
NSC Olimpiyskiy and Borussia
Moenchengladbach v Inter Milan
at Borussia Park.
Emmerdale Moira is left
devastated, Arthur is unwittingly
insensitive, and Mandy is missing
contact with Vinny.
Red Rock When Beady’s
niece is arrested after a drugs
seizure, Paudge puts himself
in a risky situation by trying
to ensure she is released.
Meanwhile, Nikki meets a badly
shaken sexual assault victim,
and Angela and Sharon wait for
the paramedics to arrive at the
flats where they were called to
investigate screaming.
Blue Murder (T) 1.30 Bull

7.00
7.30

8.00
8.30

9.00
9.30

10.30

11.30
12.00

Cúla 4 na nÓg 10.30 Naíonáin
an Zú 11.00 Little House on
the Prairie (T) 11.55 Abair
Amhrán 12.10 River Cottage
Australia (T) 12.40 Garraí
Glas 1.10 Murder, She Wrote
(T) 2.05 Weakest Link (T)
3.00 Cúla 4 na nÓg 4.00 Cúla
4 5.32 An Aimsir Láithreach
5.35 Dúiseacht (T) 6.05
Gilmore Girls (T) 6.57 An
Aimsir Láithreach
Nuacht TG4
Siar sna 80s Clips depicting
the events of 1984, including
celebrations marking 100 years
of the GAA and Linda Martin
singing Terminal Three in the
Eurovision Song Contest.
7 Lá
Ros na Rún O’Shea thinks
there is definitely a connection
between the stolen credit card,
the CCTV getting wiped, and
Frances’s murder. Mo refuses to
tell Tadhg about her pregnancy.
The Foster & Allen Show
With Barney McKenna and
Eamonn Campbell.
Opry le Daniel A compilation
of previously unseen
performances, including Louise
Morrisey, Frank McCaffrey, and
Paddy O’Brien and Mary Duff.
Why Women Kill Beth Ann is
elated when Rob ends his affair,
Eli has a relapse, and Naomi
becomes suspicious of Tommy’s
erratic behaviour.
Ros na Rún Mo refuses to tell
Tadhg about her pregnancy.
An Aimsir Láithreach 12.03
The West Wing (T) 12.55
Fíorscéal (T) 2.05 France 24

Leanne Kiernan, Euro 2022
Qualifier, RTE2, 4.30pm

Satellite
UTV

9.00 Lorraine 10.00 This Morning
12.30 Loose Women 1.30 ITV
Lunchtime News 1.55 UTV Live 2.00
Dickinson’s Real Deal 3.00 Winning
Combination 3.59 UTV Weather 4.00
Tipping Point 5.00 The Chase 6.00
UTV Live 6.30 ITV Evening News
7.00 Emmerdale 7.30 For the Love of
Britain 8.00 How to Spend It Well at
Christmas with Phillip Schofield 9.00
I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here!
10.25 ITV News 10.55 UTV Live 11.15
Great Art 12.10 Monster Carp

Virgin Media Three

9.00 Elaine 10.00 May the Best House
Win 11.00 Yes Chef 12.00 The Chase
Australia 1.00 Judge Rinder 3.00
The Royal 4.00 Benidorm ER 4.55
Heartbeat 5.55 Inspector Morse 8.00
Heartbeat 9.00 Midsomer Murders
11.00 A Touch of Frost

BBC4

7.00 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam 7.30
The Joy of Painting 8.00 The 80s with
Dominic Sandbrook 9.00 Thatcher:
A Very British Revolution 10.00 The
Falklands Play Controversial drama.
11.30 The Valhalla Murders

More4

8.55 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures 9.15
A Place in the Sun: Home or Away 10.05
Find It, Fix It, Flog It 12.05 Escape
to the Chateau: DIY 1.10 Building the
Dream 2.15 Four in a Bed 4.55 The
Secret Life of the Zoo 5.55 Escape to
the Chateau: DIY 6.55 Grand Designs
New Zealand 7.55 Grand Designs 9.00
Prue Leith: Journey with My Daughter
10.00 24 Hours in A&E 11.05 8 Out
of 10 Cats Does Countdown 12.05
Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA

E4

9.00 Melissa & Joey 10.00 The Big
Bang Theory 11.00 Black-ish 12.00
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.00 The Big Bang
Theory 2.00 Scrubs 3.00 Melissa &
Joey 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00
Charmed 6.00 The Big Bang Theory
7.00 Hollyoaks 7.30 Taskmaster 8.30
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 9.00 FILM: Dumb
and Dumber To (2014) 11.05 The Big
Bang Theory 12.05 Gogglebox

Sky One

9.00 Motorway Patrol 10.00 Brit
Cops: Rapid Response 11.00 NCIS: Los
Angeles 1.00 Hawaii Five-0
3.00 Magnum P.I 4.00 Modern Family
5.00 The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama
6.30 The Simpsons 8.00 A League of
Their Own 9.00 Prodigal Son 10.00
The Twilight Zone 11.00 Code 404
12.00 The Force: North East

Sky Atlantic

9.00 Ray Donovan 11.10 Dexter 1.25
Fortitude 3.10 CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation 5.00 Dexter 7.15
Fortitude 9.00 The Undoing
10.10 The Wire
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Wednesday December 2
RTE1

RTE2

VirginMediaOne

TG4

6.00 EuroNews 6.15 Teleshopping
7.50 Today (T) 9.50 The Ellen
DeGeneres Show (T) 10.45
Shortland Street (T) 11.15 The
Heights (T) 11.50 Leaders’
Questions (T) 1.00 RTÉ News
(T) 1.30 At Your Service (T)
2.00 Neighbours (T) 2.30
Home of the Year (T) 3.00
EastEnders (T) 3.30 Today
(T) 5.40 Nuacht 6.00 The
Angelus 6.01 RTÉ News (T)
7.00 Nationwide
7.30 At Your Service Turning a
run-down hostel in Co Clare into
a boutique B&B; Lotto
8.00 Fair City When Yates uncovers
new evidence against her, an
angry Ger hits back hard.
8.30 Donal’s Family Food in
Minutes Donal Skehan shares a
series of recipes that have been
passed down through his family.
9.00 RTÉ News
9.35 The Case I Can’t Forget:
The Murder of Mary Gough
Retired Detective Inspector Pat
Marry relives the investigation
into the murder of Mary Gough.
10.35 Dr Eva’s Great Escape
Diarmuid Gavin arrives.
11.35 The Hunger: The Story of the
Irish Famine
12.40 Room to Improve (T) 1.40
What Planet Are You On? (T)
2.40 No Place Like Home (T)
3.10 Return of the Wild: The
Bearman of Buncrana (T)
3.35 All Walks of Life (T)
4.05 Cheap Irish Homes (T)
4.30 Marty and Bernard –
On the Road Again (T) 5.25
Francis Brennan’s Grand Tour
(T) 5.50 EuroNews

6.00 EuroNews 6.50 TRTÉ 4.30
The Simpsons (T) 5.00 The
Goldbergs (T) 5.30 Shortland
Street (T) 6.00 Neighbours
(T) 6.30 The Goldbergs (T)
7.00 The Den Family entertainment
show, reuniting Ray D’Arcy
with his old after-school alien
buddies Zig and Zag, promising
nostalgia, fun and laughs.
8.00 Your Home Made Perfect
Architects Laura Jane Clark
and Robert Jamison compete
to win a commission to remodel
a home in Teesside for couple
Ruth and Lindsey.
9.10 This Time with Alan
Partridge Faced with some of
the toughest challenges that
live TV can throw at a man,
Alan calls on Sidekick Simon to
step up to the plate and help
him out. Last in series.
9.45 Love/Hate Nidge coerces his
dentist into cooperating with
him, unaware that Detective
Inspector Moynihan is setting
up a complex undercover
operation to track him and to
ultimately bring him down.
10.50 Bachelors Walk Raymond
begins to teach, while Barry
wants more responsibility at
work. Starring Don Wycherly,
Simon Delaney and Keith
McErlean.
11.35 The Fall Gibson realises the
Annie Brawley attack is the work
of the serial killer and Spector
raises Sally Ann’s suspicions by
asking her to provide him with
an alibi. Last in series.
12.45 NCIS: New Orleans (T) 1.35
Vikings (T) 2.30 EuroNews

6.10

7.00

VirginMediaTwo

BBC1

BBC2

Channel4

7.30

6.00 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning
Live (T) 10.00 Homes Under
the Hammer (T) 11.00
Claimed and Shamed (T)
11.45 Night Force (T) 12.15
Bargain Hunt (T) 1.00 BBC
News at One (T) 1.30 BBC
Newsline (T) 1.45 Doctors
(T) 2.15 Impossible (T) 3.00
Escape to the Country (T)
3.45 Money for Nothing (T)
4.30 The Repair Shop (T)
5.15 Pointless (T) 6.00 BBC
News at Six (T) 6.30 BBC
Newsline (T)
7.00 The One Show Presented by
Alex Jones and Amol Rajan.
7.30 Still Open All Hours
Mrs Featherstone decides to
take up driving lessons.
8.00 The Repair Shop The team of
experts bring four treasured
family heirlooms back to life,
including a diamond wedding
ring and a vintage arcade game.
9.00 MasterChef: The
Professionals Four more
professional chefs arrive
from all over to compete, first
taking on the infamous Skills
Test and recreating dishes set
by Marcus and Monica.
10.00 BBC News at Ten
10.30 BBC Newsline
10.45 Northern Ireland on The One
Show One man’s ambitious
plan to make the perfect brew
with tea grown in Portaferry.
11.15 The Rap Game UK DJ Target,
Krept and Konan set the artists
their final tasks. Last in series.
12.15 Step into the Ring (T) 12.40
A Question of Sport (T) 1.10
BBC News (T)

6.30 Bargain Hunt (T) 7.15 Money
for Nothing (T) 8.00 Sign
Zone: See Hear (T) 8.30 Sign
Zone: A Special School (T)
9.00 BBC News at 9 (T) 10.00
BBC News (T) 11.15 Politics
Live (T) 1.00 Live Snooker: UK
Championship (T) 5.15 Flog
It! (T) 6.00 Richard Osman’s
House of Games (T) 6.30
Strictly: It Takes Two (T)
7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip
TV presenting duo Sam Nixon
and Mark Rhodes join experts
Charles Hanson and Natasha
Raskin Sharp on the hunt for
bargains to sell at auction in
Darlington.
8.00 Great British Christmas
Menu The top three chefs from
the canape and starter heats
cook for the judges.
9.00 Harlots Elizabeth is distraught
when her debtors finally catch
up with her.
10.00 Spotlight Conor Spackman
investigates a controversial
green energy scheme.
10.30 Waterworld Exploring the
seabed off Rathlin Island.
10.45 Newsnight
11.25 Weather
11.30 Rugby Union Pro14
Highlights Action from the
eighth round of league fixtures.
12.30 Snooker: UK Championship
(T) 1.20 Snooker: UK
Championship Extra (T)
2.20 Sign Zone: See Hear
(T) 2.50 Sign Zone: Saving
Lives at Sea (T) 3.50 Sign
Zone: MasterChef: The
Professionals (T) 4.50
This Is BBC Two (T)

6.30 Mike & Molly (T) 7.10 Cheers
(T) 8.05 Everybody Loves
Raymond (T) 9.35 Frasier (T)
10.35 Undercover Boss USA
(T) 11.30 Channel 4 News
Summary (T) 11.35 Ramsay’s
Kitchen Nightmares USA (T)
12.30 Steph’s Packed Lunch
(T) 2.10 Countdown (T) 3.00
A Place in the Sun (T) 4.00
Escape to the Chateau: DIY
(T) 5.00 Kirstie’s Handmade
Christmas (T) 6.00 The
Simpsons (T) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T)
7.00 Channel 4 News
8.00 Sarah Beeny’s New Life in the
Country Sarah and Graham get
to work on the foundations of
their new dream house.
9.00 Surviving Covid Documentary
following the stories of four
patients at London’s King’s
College Hospital.
10.30 First Dates Revisiting a series
of previous dates where sparks
flew on their first meeting,
including 21-year-old dancer
Frankie who was set up on a
date with fellow dancer Muhala.
11.35 Faking It A vicar becomes a
used-car salesman.
12.35 Mistress America (2015)
A lonely student has her life
shaken up when she gets
drawn into her new stepsister’s
bizarre schemes. Comedy,
starring Lola Kirke and Greta
Gerwig. HHHH (T) 2.05
Baggage Claim (2013) HH
(T) 3.45 Kirstie’s Handmade
Christmas (T) 4.35 Fifteen to
One (T) 5.25 Coach Trip: Final
Week: Road to Barcelona (T)
5.50 Countdown (T)

7.00

10.15

11.15
11.45
12.15

Nanny 911 8.30 The Chase
Australia 9.30 Tipping
Point 10.30 Peter Andre’s
60 Minute Makeover (T)
11.30 Nanny 911 12.30 Hello
Campers 1.30 Ireland AM
2.30 Emmerdale (T) 3.00
Red Rock (T) 3.30 Yorkshire
Airport 4.00 Tipping Point
6.00 The Chase Quiz show,
hosted by Bradley Walsh. (T)
Live UEFA Champions League
Manchester United v Paris
Saint-Germain (Kick-off 8pm).
Coverage of the match from
the fifth and penultimate round
of Group H fixtures, as the
teams meet at Old Trafford.
United lost here to the French
champions when they met
in the knockout stage of the
2018/19 competition, but made
up for that defeat by securing
a dramatic and unlikely victory
in the second leg in Paris. They
repeated that feat in the reverse
fixture this season, courtesy of
a late winner from man-of-themoment Marcus Rashford.
Brian Kerr – A Life in Football
The football manager discusses
his life and career in an in-depth
conversation with Tommy
Martin, and recalls his sportobsessed childhood and early
run-ins with Jack Charlton.
Coronation Street Geoff paints
Yasmeen as the villain.
Coronation Street Imran
challenges Geoff’s lies during
cross-examination.
Emmerdale (T) 12.45 The
Midwives 2.00 Through the
Keyhole 3.00 Bull

7.00

7.30

8.00
8.30

9.00

10.25

11.25

12.25

The Six O’Clock Show 7.00
Ireland AM (T) 10.00 This
Morning 12.30 News at 12:30
(T) 1.00 The Chase (T) 3.00
Elaine 4.00 Paul O’Grady:
For the Love of Dogs (T) 4.30
Judge Judy 5.30 News at
5.30 (T) 6.00 The Six O’Clock
Show Chat show. (T)
Emmerdale Paul worries Mandy
will find out the truth. Charity
is upset reading a letter from
Vanessa. Noah makes a decision.
Coronation Street In court,
Geoff paints Yasmeen as the
villain. Craig makes a confession
to Faye.Tim visits Elaine in
hospital and asks a big favour.
News at 8
Coronation Street Imran
challenges Geoff’s lies during
cross-examination. The
residents unite against Ray’s
threat to their community.
Simon enjoys Shona’s company.
I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out
of Here! Day 18 at the Welsh
castle, and while contestants
keep their eyes on the prize,
Ant and Dec present highlights
from the past 24 hours.
The Tonight Show Matt
Cooper, Ciara Doherty and
guests offer their unique take
on the big stories of the day,.
Gogglebox Ireland Deirdre
O’Kane provides the voiceover
as a selection of telly addicts
pass comment on the week’s
programmes from the comfort
of their living rooms.
The Street 1.40 Monsignor
Renard 5.20 The Tonight
Show

7.00
7.30

8.30
9.00
9.30

10.30

11.32
11.35

12.05

Cúla 4 na nÓg 10.30 Naíonáin
an Zú (T) 11.00 Little House
on the Prairie (T) 11.55 Abair
Amhrán 12.10 A Chef’s Life
(T) 12.40 Garraí Glas 1.10
Murder, She Wrote (T) 2.05
Weakest Link (T) 3.00 Cúla 4
na nÓg 4.00 Cúla 4 5.32 An
Aimsir Láithreach 5.35 Irish
Paint Magic 6.05 Gilmore
Girls (T) 6.57 An Aimsir
Láithreach
Nuacht TG4
Réalta Agus Gaolta The
search for Ireland’s most
talented family continues, with
a series of contestants hoping
to impress the judges, including
guest judge Fiach Moriarty.
Grá faoi Ghlas Dating show
for couples enduring the highs
and lows of life in lockdown.
The Foster & Allen Show
The duo is joined by country
singer Charlie Pride.
Dan Breen – My Fight for
Irish Freedom The story of
republicans Tom Barry, Dan
Breen and Ernie O’Malley, who
were leaders in the War of
Independence and wrote books
revealing their experiences.
Mr Robot Elliot goes to the
Washington Township Power
Plant. Cyber-thriller, starring
Rami Malek, Carly Chaikin
and Grace Gummer.
An Aimsir Láithreach
Grá faoi Ghlas Dating show
for couples who are going
through the highs and lows of
life in lockdown.
Weakest Link (T) 1.00 Dáil
Éireann 1.25 France 24

Julian Rhind-Tutt, Harlots,
BBC2, 9pm

Satellite
UTV

9.00 Lorraine 10.00 This Morning
12.30 Loose Women 1.30 ITV News
1.55 UTV Live 2.00 Dickinson’s Real
Deal 3.00 Winning Combination 3.59
UTV Weather 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
The Chase 6.00 UTV Live 6.30 ITV
News 7.00 Emmerdale 7.30 Coronation
Street 8.00 Paul O’Grady’s Great
British Escape 8.30 Coronation Street
9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of
Here! 10.25 ITV News 10.55 UTV Live
11.10 Peston 12.10 Ideal World

Virgin Media Three

9.00 Elaine 10.00 May the Best
House Win 11.00 Yes Chef 12.00 The
Chase Australia 1.00 Judge Rinder
3.00 The Royal 4.00 Benidorm ER
5.00 Heartbeat 6.00 River Monsters
7.00 Lifecycles 8.00 Heartbeat 9.00
Rebecca 11.00 Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit 11.55 Always and Everyone

BBC4

7.00 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam 7.30
The Joy of Painting 8.00 Winterwatch
1963: The Big Freeze 9.00 Great Barrier
Reef 10.00 Inside Cinema: Guilt-Free
Pleasures 11.00 Some Dog Owners
with Jokes 11.30 Make! Craft Britain

More4

8.55 Food Unwrapped 9.15 A Place
in the Sun: Home or Away 10.05 Find
It, Fix It, Flog It 12.05 Escape to the
Chateau: DIY 1.10 Building the Dream
2.15 Four in a Bed 4.55 The Secret
Life of the Zoo 5.55 Escape to the
Chateau: DIY 6.55 Grand Designs New
Zealand 7.55 Grand Designs 9.00 Great
British Island Escapes 10.00 24 Hours
in A&E 11.05 8 Out of 10 Cats Does
Countdown 12.05 Nightwatch Nation:
Emergency 911

E4

9.00 Melissa & Joey 10.00 The Big
Bang Theory 11.00 Black-ish 12.00
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.00 The Big Bang
Theory 2.00 Scrubs 3.00 Melissa &
Joey 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00
Charmed 6.00 The Big Bang Theory
7.00 Hollyoaks 7.30 Taskmaster 8.30
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 9.00 Gogglebox:
Celebrity Special for SU2C 10.15
Gogglebox 11.20 The Big Bang Theory
12.15 Gogglebox

Sky One

9.00 Motorway Patrol 10.00 Brit
Cops: Law & Disorder 11.00 NCIS:
Los Angeles 1.00 Hawaii Five-0 3.00
Magnum P.I 4.00 Modern Family 5.00
The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama 6.30 The
Simpsons 8.00 Agatha Raisin 10.00
Warrior 11.05 The Russell Howard
Hour 12.05 S.W.A.T

Sky Atlantic

9.00 Ray Donovan 11.20 Dexter 1.40
Fortitude 2.40 CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation 4.40 The Wire 5.50
Dexter 8.00 Fortitude 9.00 The Good
Lord Bird 11.00 Riviera 12.00 Big Love
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VirginMediaOne

TG4

6.00 EuroNews 6.15 Teleshopping
7.50 Today 9.50 The Ellen
DeGeneres Show (T) 10.45
Shortland Street (T) 11.15 The
Heights (T) 11.50 Leaders’
Questions 12.45 Telly Bingo
1.00 RTÉ News (T) 1.30 The
Zoo 2.00 Neighbours
2.30 Fair City (T) 3.00 Home
of the Year (T) 3.30 Today
(T) 5.40 Nuacht (T) 6.00 The
Angelus 6.01 RTÉ News (T)
7.00 Home Rescue Róisín Murphy
and Peter Finn help declutter
and redesign the Tullamore
home of a public health nurse.
7.30 EastEnders Bobby prepares
to announce who has won the
Lucy Beale Award.
8.00 Fair City Ger makes a bold move
to throw Yates off the scent.
8.30 Ear to the Ground Farmers
who have doubled their income
without doubling their herd.
9.00 RTÉ News
9.35 Prime Time
10.15 Marty and Bernard –
On the Road Again Bernard
and Marty meet members of the
local Fire and Rescue Service in
Durrow, Count Laois.
11.15 The Works Presents John Kelly
meets actress Derbhle Crotty.
11.45 The Case I Can’t Forget: The
Murder of Mary Gough Retired
detective Pat Marry relives the
four-year murder investigation.
12.50 Daniel O’Connell: Forgotten
King of Ireland Part two of
two. Daniel O’Connell’s latter
years. (T) 1.50 Silent Witness
2.50 Prime Time 3.25 Telly
Bingo 3.35 Doctors (T) 4.35
Dr Phil (T) 5.20 EuroNews

6.00 EuroNews 6.50 TRTÉ 4.30
The Simpsons (T) 5.00 The
Goldbergs (T) 5.30 Shortland
Street (T) 6.00 Neighbours
(T) 6.30 The Goldbergs
7.00 Planet Earth II Footage of
wild animals that live in cities,
including leopards in Mumbai,
macaques in Jaipur, peregrine
falcons in New York and
langurs in Jodhpur.
8.00 Grand Designs: House of the
Year Kevin McCloud looks at
five more homes in the running
for the RIBA House of the Year
2017, and each of this selection
features properties with a
watery connection.
9.00 Father Ted Dougal is led
astray by rebellious new arrival
Father Damien, and it is not
long before the police come
knocking at Ted’s door.
9.30 First Dates Ireland The
hopeful singletons entering
the restaurant include Killian
from last year’s series, who
is determined to find love the
second time round.
10.30 The Rotunda Young couple
Sophie and Daryl’s choice
of baby names is confusing
midwife Veronica, while
mother-of-two Daniela wonders
if childbirth will be any easier
after a 13-year break.
11.30 Fantasy Ireland Outrageous
animated comedy series.
11.45 Criminal Minds The BAU team
travel to Denver to investigate
a series of murders.
12.35 Chicago PD (T) 1.25 NCIS
NCIS probes a Halloween crime
scene. 2.15 EuroNews

6.10

7.00

VirginMediaTwo

BBC1

BBC2

Channel4

7.30

6.00 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning
Live (T) 10.00 Homes Under
the Hammer (T) 11.00
Claimed and Shamed (T)
11.45 Night Force (T) 12.15
Bargain Hunt (T) 1.00 BBC
News at One (T) 1.30 BBC
Newsline (T) 1.45 Doctors
(T) 2.15 Impossible (T) 3.00
Escape to the Country (T)
3.45 Money for Nothing (T)
4.30 The Repair Shop (T)
5.15 Pointless (T) 6.00
BBC News at Six (T) 6.30
BBC Newsline (T)
7.00 The One Show Presented by
Alex Jones and Amol Rajan.
7.35 EastEnders Bobby prepares
to announce who has won the
Lucy Beale Award.
8.00 DIY SOS: The Big Build
Nick Knowles meets the Sweet
family in Weston-super-Mare,
whose three children have
all been diagnosed with rare
illnesses and will soon be
full-time wheelchair-users.
9.00 MasterChef: The
Professionals The last group
of quarter-finalists create a dish
that captures the essence of the
forest, before cooking for critics
Grace Dent and Jay Rayner.
10.00 BBC News at Ten
10.30 BBC Newsline
10.45 The View Mark Carruthers
presents a review of the week’s
political news, comment and
analysis from Stormont and
Westminster.
11.25 Question Time Fiona Bruce
hosts the political debate.
12.25 Newscast Political chat. (T)
12.55 BBC News (T)

6.15

6.30 Mike & Molly (T) 7.10 Cheers
(T) 8.05 Everybody Loves
Raymond (T) 9.35 Frasier (T)
10.35 Undercover Boss USA
(T) 11.30 Channel 4 News
Summary (T) 11.35 Ramsay’s
Kitchen Nightmares USA (T)
12.30 Steph’s Packed Lunch
(T) 2.10 Countdown (T) 3.00
A Place in the Sun (T) 4.00
Escape to the Chateau: DIY
(T) 5.00 Kirstie’s Handmade
Christmas (T) 6.00 The
Simpsons (T) 6.30 Hollyoaks
Diane feels jealous. (T)
7.00 Channel 4 News
8.00 Ugly House to Lovely House
with George Clarke A pair of
architects transform a 1980s
redbrick house that stands out
like a sore thumb among the
grand Victorian properties it
sits alongside on a prestigious
Nottingham estate.
9.00 Taskmaster Richard Herring
hides menacingly in a bush.
10.00 Celebrity Crystal Maze
New series. Laura Whitmore,
Chris Ramsey, Perri Kiely,
Jordan Banjo and Gareth
Thomas tackle the maze.
11.00 Gogglebox The households’
opinions on recent TV.
12.05 Naked Attraction (T) 1.00
Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares
USA (T) 1.50 The Supervet:
Christmas in the Clinic (T)
2.45 Couples Come Dine
with Me (T) 3.40 Kirstie’s
Handmade Christmas (T)
4.30 Fifteen to One (T) 5.25
Coach Trip – Final Week:
Road to Barcelona (T) 5.50
Countdown (T)

7.00

7.30

10.15

11.00
11.30
12.00

Nanny 911 8.30 The Chase
Australia 9.30 Tipping
Point 10.30 Peter Andre’s
60 Minute Makeover (T)
11.30 Nanny 911 12.30 Hello
Campers 1.30 Ireland AM
(T) 2.30 Emmerdale (T) 3.00
Coronation Street (T) 4.00
Tipping Point 6.00 The Chase
Quiz, hosted by Bradley Walsh. (T)
Britain’s Brightest Family –
Final The two remaining families
take part in the finale of the
knockout tournament, hoping to
win the coveted title of Britain’s
Brightest Family and a holiday.
Live UEFA Europa League
Molde v Dundalk (Kick-off 8pm).
Coverage of the match from the
fifth and penultimate round of
fixtures, at the Aker Stadion.
Dundalk looked to be on their
way to victory in the reverse tie
against Molde, thanks to Sean
Murray’s first-half strike, but two
goals in 10 second-half minutes
gave the Norwegians all three
points as they look to progress
to the knockout stage along with
group favourites Arsenal.
UEFA Europa League
Highlights Action from the
fifth round of group matches,
which include LASK v Tottenham
Hotspur, Molde v Dundalk,
Rangers v Standard Liege and
AC Milan v Celtic.
Emmerdale Paul decides to act,
Mackenzie winds Moira up.
Emmerdale Liv is frightened,
Rishi announces his plan.
Red Rock (T) 12.30 The
Jonathan Ross Show 1.35
Monroe 2.35 Bull

7.00

7.30

8.00
8.30
9.00

10.05

11.05

12.05

7.00

8.00

9.00

10.00
10.30
10.45
11.25
11.30
12.20

The Six O’Clock Show (T)
7.00 Ireland AM (T) 10.00
This Morning (T) 12.30 News
at 12:30 (T) 1.00 The Chase
(T) 3.00 Elaine 4.00 Paul
O’Grady: For the Love of
Dogs (T) 4.30 Judge Judy
5.30 News at 5.30 (T) 6.00
The Six O’Clock Show (T)
Emmerdale Paul decides to
act, Mackenzie winds Moira up,
and Rishi is planning a surprise
but refuses to say what.
Red Rock Sharon and Angela
realise the woman’s screams
indicate she is about to give
birth, while McKay is keen to
find the mole at the station –
and soon suspects Adrijan.
News at 8
Emmerdale Liv is frightened,
Rishi announces his plan, and
Manpreet meddles for Meena.
I’m a Celebrity… Get Me
Out of Here! The campmates
continue to battle the elements
and their hunger in north Wales
as the finale approaches.
The Tonight Show Matt
Cooper and Ciara Doherty offer
their unique take on the big
stories of the day with a panel
of guests, discussing the key
issues in the news.
Trawlermen’s Lives Ben Fogle
experiences the life of a North
Sea fisherman, spending time
on three vessels to find out
what draws his fellow
crew-members to one of the
most dangerous professions.
The Street 1.20 Monsignor
Renard 5.20 The Tonight
Show

Homes Under the Hammer
(T) 7.15 Money for Nothing
(T) 8.00 Sign Zone: Cornwall
with Simon Reeve (T) 9.00
BBC News at 9 (T) 10.00 BBC
News (T) 12.15 Politics Live
(T) 1.00 Live Snooker: UK
Championship (T) 5.15 Flog
It! (T) 6.00 Richard Osman’s
House of Games (T) 6.30
Strictly: It Takes Two (T)
Live Snooker: UK
Championship Seema Jaswal
presents coverage of the
concluding last-16 matches
from Marshall Arena in
Milton Keynes, played over the
best of 11 frames.
12 Puppies and Us Woody
the St Bernard moves in with
five-year-old Dexter, who has
cerebral palsy. Mungo the cocker
spaniel joins Alastair, Daron and
their possessive dog Milo.
New Elizabethans with
Andrew Marr New series. The
people who shaped society
during Queen Elizabeth II’s reign.
Mock the Week With Tom
Allen, Angela Barnes, Ed Byrne
and Rhys James.
The Mini Mash Report
Satirical news show, presented
by Nish Kumar.
Newsnight
Weather
Snooker: UK Championship
Action from the last-16 matches.
Snooker: UK Championship
Extra (T) 2.20 Sign Zone:
The Noughties: 2003 (T) 3.05
Sign Zone: Aung San Suu Kyi:
The Fall of an Icon (T) 4.05
This Is BBC Two (T)

7.00
7.30

8.00

8.30
9.00
9.30

10.30
11.32
11.35
12.05

Cúla 4 na nÓg 10.30 Naíonáin
an Zú 11.00 Little House on
the Prairie (T) 11.55 Abair
Amhrán (T) 12.10 A Chef’s
Life (T) 12.40 Garraí Glas
1.10 Murder, She Wrote
2.05 Weakest Link (T) 3.00
Cúla 4 na nÓg 4.00 Cúla 4
5.32 An Aimsir Láithreach
5.35 Béaloideas Beo 6.05
Gilmore Girls (T) 6.57 An
Aimsir Láithreach
Nuacht TG4
Seal le Dáithí Máirín Uí Shé,
writer and former teacher and
principal of Scoil Naomh Eirc in
Corca Dhuibhne, is Dáithí Ó Sé’s
latest guest.
Dúiseacht Business owners are
relieved to hear that restrictions
will be eased soon, while
pensioner Toose Mac Gearailt
hopes people will attend his
annual gathering on St John’s Eve.
Ros na Rún Malachaí learns
Áine is being bullied.
Guaranteed Irish Mary
Kennedy meets Revive Active
founder Daithi O’Connor.
Hector USA Ó Chósta go
Cósta Hector Ó hEochagáin is
in Texas, where he meets goldmedal-winning Olympic sprinter
Carl Lewis, visits the rodeo and
joins the El Paso border patrol.
Fíorscéal Part one of two. The
history of the white supremacist
hate group the Ku Klux Klan.
An Aimsir Láithreach
Ros na Rún Caitríona worries
she may be blamed for
Frances’s death.
Murder, She Wrote (T) 1.00
Dáil Éireann 1.25 France 24

Johnny Vegas, Taskmaster,
Channel 4, 9pm

Satellite
UTV

9.00 Lorraine 10.00 This Morning
12.30 Loose Women 1.30 ITV News
1.55 UTV Live 2.00 Dickinson’s Real
Deal 3.00 Winning Combination 3.59
UTV Weather 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
The Chase 6.00 UTV Live 6.30 ITV
News 7.00 Emmerdale 7.30 Buyers
Beware: Shopping Cons Revealed –
Tonight 8.00 Emmerdale 8.30 The
Martin Lewis Money Show: Live 9.00
I’m a Celebrity! 10.05 ITV News 10.35
UTV Live 10.50 Ainsley’s Food We
Love 11.15 Eamonn Mallie: Face to Face
With 11.45 The Jonathan Ross Show

Virgin Media Three

9.00 Elaine 10.00 May the Best House
Win 11.00 Yes Chef 12.00 The Chase
Australia 1.00 Judge Rinder 3.00
The Royal 4.00 Benidorm ER 4.55
Heartbeat 5.55 Inspector Morse 8.00
Heartbeat 9.00 Rebecca 11.00 Hotel
India 12.00 Cold Feet

BBC4

7.00 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam 7.30
The Joy of Painting 8.00 FILM: High
Society (1956) 9.45 A Little Later
10.30 Imagine – Tracey Emin: Where
Do You Draw the Line? 11.50 What a
Picture: Mary Whitehouse 12.20 Inside
Cinema: Guilt-Free Pleasures

More4

8.55 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures 9.15
A Place in the Sun 10.05 Find It, Fix It,
Flog It 12.05 Escape to the Chateau:
DIY 1.10 Building the Dream 2.15 Four
in a Bed 4.55 Secret Life of the Zoo
5.55 Escape to the Chateau: DIY 6.55
Grand Designs New Zealand 7.55 Grand
Designs 9.00 Old House, New Home
10.00 999: What’s Your Emergency?
11.05 24 Hours in A&E 12.10 8 Out of
10 Cats Does Countdown

E4

9.00 Melissa & Joey 10.00 The Big Bang
Theory 11.00 Black-ish 12.00 Brooklyn
Nine-Nine 1.00 The Big Bang Theory
2.00 Scrubs 3.00 Melissa & Joey 4.00
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00 Charmed 6.00
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Hollyoaks
7.30 Taskmaster 8.30 Brooklyn NineNine 9.00 The Inbetweeners 10.00
Naked Attraction 11.00 The Big Bang
Theory 12.05 Gogglebox

Sky One

9.00 Motorway Patrol 10.00 Brit Cops:
Law & Disorder 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
1.00 Hawaii Five-0 3.00 Magnum P.I
4.00 Modern Family 5.00 Simpsons
5.30 Futurama 6.30 Simpsons 9.00 An
Idiot Abroad 3 10.00 Russell Howard
11.00 A Discovery of Witches 12.00
A League of Their Own

Sky Atlantic

9.00 Ray Donovan 11.20 Dexter 1.40
Fortitude 2.40 CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation 4.40 The Wire 5.50
Dexter 8.00 Fortitude 9.00 Riviera
10.00 The Sopranos 12.10 Trackers
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Friday December 4
RTE1

RTE2

VirginMediaOne

TG4

6.00 EuroNews 6.20 Teleshopping
7.55 Today (T) 9.55 The Ellen
DeGeneres Show (T) 10.50
Dr Phil (T) 11.45 Shortland
Street (T) 12.15 The Heights
(T) 12.45 Telly Bingo 1.00
RTÉ News (T) 1.30 The Zoo (T)
2.00 Neighbours (T) 2.30 Fair
City (T) 3.00 EastEnders (T)
3.30 Today (T) 5.40 Nuacht
(T) 6.00 The Angelus
6.01 RTÉ News (T)
7.00 Nationwide
7.30 My Uni Life Alpha visits his
foster mum with a surprise,
while Adam makes an emotional
journey home. Last in series.
8.00 EastEnders Max plans his
revenge against Ian, while
Ben confronts his brother – but
the police get in there before
them when they arrest the
restaurant owner.
8.30 Herstory: Ireland’s Epic
Women The stories of six
remarkable Irish women,
beginning with aviator Mary Heath.
9.00 RTÉ News
9.35 The Late Late Show Ryan
Tubridy hosts the light
entertainment show, featuring
a mix of celebrity guests,
music, in-depth interviews and
discussions on the stories that
have the nation talking.
11.25 Erin Brockovich (2000)
Fact-based drama, with Julia
Roberts in an Oscar-winning
role, alongside Albert Finney and
Aaron Eckhart. HHHHH
1.50 Casualty (T) 2.45 Telly Bingo
2.55 Nationwide (T) 3.20
Dr Phil (T) 4.05 Doctors (T)
5.05 EuroNews

6.00 EuroNews 6.50 TRTÉ 4.30
The Simpsons (T) 5.00 The
Goldbergs Adam worries
about being “hazed” when he
goes to high school. (T) 5.30
Shortland Street Hospital
drama set in an accident and
emergency ward. (T) 6.00
Neighbours (T) 6.30 The
Goldbergs Beverly prepares
to finally realise her dream of
writing a cookbook. (T)
7.00 The Big Bang Theory Friends
and family gather as Amy and
Sheldon prepare to tie the knot –
but it seems the couple’s minds
are elsewhere. Kathy Bates and
Mark Hamill guest star.
7.25 Saving Lives at Sea The
volunteers of the RNLI race
to the rescue of a teenage girl
being blown out to sea and a
storm leaves one crew member
fighting for their own survival.
8.35 The Americas with Simon
Reeve Simon reaches the
United States, travelling
down the Rocky Mountains
from the wide-open prairies
of Montana to a Colorado
town that depends almost
entirely on 11 prisons.
9.45 Florence Foster Jenkins
(2016) A tone deaf socialite
imagines she is a great singer,
but problems arise when she
decides to perform at Carnegie
Hall. Comedy, with Meryl Streep
and Hugh Grant. HHHH
11.55 Fantasy Ireland Outrageous
animated comedy series.
12.10 Live at the Apollo (T) 1.05
Other Voices: Courage (T)
2.05 EuroNews

6.10

7.00

VirginMediaTwo

BBC1

BBC2

Channel4

7.30

6.00 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning
Live (T) 10.00 Homes
Under the Hammer (T)
11.00 Claimed and Shamed
(T) 11.45 Night Force (T)
12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) 1.00
BBC News at One (T) 1.30
BBC Newsline (T) 1.45 The
Customer Is Always Right
(T) 2.15 Impossible (T) 3.00
Escape to the Country (T)
3.45 Money for Nothing (T)
4.30 The Repair Shop (T)
5.15 Pointless (T)
6.00 BBC News at Six (T)
6.30 BBC Newsline (T)
7.00 The One Show Live chat and
topical reports.
7.35 A Question of Sport Guests
include Hannah Cockcroft and
Kate Richardson-Walsh.
8.05 EastEnders Ian is arrested.
8.30 Richard Osman’s House of
Games Night Roisin Conaty,
Jermaine Jenas, Jason
Manford and Jennifer Saunders
compete.
9.00 Have I Got News for You
Alexander Armstrong hosts,
with panellists Dr Hannah Fry
and Phil Wang.
9.30 The Royle Family Dave
is accused of flirting with
Beverley Macca.
10.00 BBC News at Ten
10.30 BBC Newsline
10.45 The Blame Game With Tim
McGarry, Colin Murphy, Jake
O’Kane and Neil Delamere.
11.15 The Graham Norton Show
12.00 God Shave the Queens (T)
12.55 Michael McIntyre’s
The Wheel (T) 1.55 BBC
News (T)

6.15

6.30 Mike & Molly (T) 7.10 Cheers
(T) 8.05 Everybody Loves
Raymond (T) 9.35 Frasier (T)
10.35 Undercover Boss USA
(T) 11.30 Channel 4 News
Summary (T) 11.35 Ramsay’s
Kitchen Nightmares USA (T)
12.30 Steph’s Packed Lunch
(T) 2.10 Countdown (T)
3.00 A Place in the Sun (T)
4.00 Escape to the Chateau:
DIY (T) 5.00 Kirstie’s
Handmade Christmas (T)
6.00 The Simpsons (T)
7.00 Channel 4 News
8.00 Grayson’s Art Club
Exhibition Grayson Perry takes
viewers behind the scenes at
Manchester Art Gallery for the
preparation of an exhibition of
work produced during his series
Grayson’s Art Club.
9.00 Gogglebox The armchair critics
share their opinions on what
they have been watching
during the week, with cameras
capturing their instant reactions.
10.00 The Last Leg Adam Hills, Josh
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker
are joined by celebrity guests for a
comic review of the significant
moments of the past seven days.
11.05 Back Comedy series starring
David Mitchell and Robert Webb.
11.40 Back The Nichols family
gathers together to read
Laurie’s will.
12.10 Back Comedy. (T)
12.40 Ender’s Game (2013)
Sci-fi adventure. HHH (T)
2.30 Come Dine with Me
(T) 4.50 Fifteen to One (T)
5.40 Kirstie’s Handmade
Christmas (T)

7.00

8.00

9.00

11.00

11.30

12.00

Nanny 911 8.30 The Chase
Australia 9.30 Tipping
Point 10.30 Peter Andre’s
60 Minute Makeover (T)
11.30 Nanny 911 12.30 Hello
Campers 1.30 Ireland AM (T)
2.30 Emmerdale 3.30 Red
Rock (T) 4.00 Tipping Point
6.00 The Chase (T)
The Chase Bradley Walsh
presents as four contestants pit
their wits against the Chaser,
answering general knowledge
questions to add money to the
jackpot for the final chase.
The Chase Australia Andrew
O’Keefe presents the Down
Under version of the quiz show
in which four people must work
together to beat the Chaser and
win a cash prize.
Eight Days to Live (2006)
A distraught mother searches
frantically for her son who goes
missing after his car veers off
an isolated mountain road in the
snow, and faces a race against
time because he cannot survive
for long in the harsh conditions.
Fact-based drama, starring Kelly
Rowan, Shawn Doyle, Dustin
Milligan and Tegan Moss. HHH
Coronation Street Yasmeen
takes to the witness box. Steve
goes missing ahead of Oliver’s
memorial. Roy suggests a way of
halting Ray’s proposed demolition.
Coronation Street
Alya and Sally give evidence at
Yasmeen’s trial. Leanne says a
final goodbye to her son.
Emmerdale (T) 12.30 Sam and
Billie: The Mummy Diaries
1.30 The Good Samaritan

7.00

7.30

8.00
8.30
9.00

10.35

11.35

12.35

7.00

9.00

10.00

10.45
11.15
11.20

12.10

The Six O’Clock Show 7.00
Ireland AM (T) 10.00 This
Morning (T) 12.30 News at
12:30 (T) 1.00 Live Racing
4.00 Paul O’Grady: For the
Love of Dogs (T) 4.30 Judge
Judy 5.30 News at 5.30 (T)
6.00 The Six O’Clock Show (T)
Emmerdale Priya is annoyed
with Jai, Manpreet reveals
Meena’s history to David, and
Brenda returns but is not happy.
Coronation Street
Yasmeen takes to the witness
box. Steve goes missing ahead
of Oliver’s memorial. Roy
suggests a way of halting
Ray’s proposed demolition.
News at 8
Coronation Street
Alya and Sally give evidence at
Yasmeen’s trial.
I’m a Celebrity… Get Me
Out of Here! Final After
three weeks of facing their
fears, coping with hunger and
battling the elements, Ant and
Dec reveal who will be crowned
King or Queen of the Castle.
Last in series.
Gogglebox Ireland
Deirdre O’Kane provides the
voiceover as a selection of
telly addicts review the week’s
programmes from the comfort
of their living rooms.
Love Island: All the Dramz
Revisiting some of the juiciest
and most memorable Love
Island moments.
The Truth About Travellers
1.35 Life Stories: Get the
Numbers Write 2.35 The
Chase Australia

Homes Under the Hammer
(T) 7.15 Bargain Hunt (T)
8.00 Sign Zone: The Repair
Shop (T) 9.00 BBC News
at 9 (T) 10.00 BBC News
(T) 1.00 Live Snooker: UK
Championship (T) 5.15 Flog
It! (T) 6.00 Richard Osman’s
House of Games With Sara
Barron, Anton Du Beke, Jessica
Fostekew and Rickie HaywoodWilliams. (T) 6.30 Strictly:
It Takes Two (T)
Live Snooker: UK
Championship Jason
Mohammad presents coverage
of the concluding two quarterfinals from Marshall Arena in
Milton Keynes, played over the
best of 11 frames.
Waterhole: Africa’s Animal
Oasis New series. Chris
Packham and Ella Al-Shamahi
create a waterhole in Tanzania,
keen to learn how they
support so much life.
Top of the Pops: The Story
of 1988 A look back at the
year in music, featuring some of
the most popular songs of 1988
as well as interviews with those
who performed them, including
Matt Goss and Jason Donovan.
Newsnight
Weather
Snooker: UK Championship
Jason Mohammad presents
action from the quarter-finals
at Marshall Arena, played over
the best of 11 frames.
Battlestar Galactica (T) 1.35
Sign Zone: Business on the
Brink: Panorama (T) 2.05
This Is BBC Two (T)

Cúla 4 na nÓg 10.30 Naíonáin
an Zú 11.00 Little House on
the Prairie (T) 11.55 Abair
Amhrán 12.10 A Chef’s Life
(T) 12.40 Garraí Glas 1.10
Murder, She Wrote (T) 2.05
Weakest Link (T) 3.00 Cúla 4
na nÓg 4.00 Cúla 4 5.32 An
Aimsir Láithreach 5.35 Seal
le Dáithí With guest Máirín Uí
Shé. 6.05 Gilmore Girls Rory
heads off to college. (T) 6.57
An Aimsir Láithreach
7.00 Nuacht TG4
7.30 Hup Traditional music from
the Ballyshannon Folk Festival,
featuring performances
from Danny Meehan, Shauna
Mullin, Brid Harper, Darren
Breslin, PJ McDonald and
the McKeaney Sisters.
8.00 Laochra Gael Profile of Dublin
footballer Alan Brogan.
9.02 An Aimsir Láithreach
9.05 Hombre (1967) A white
man raised by Apaches joins
a stagecoach on a journey
across the Arizona desert, but
is treated with scorn by his
fellow passengers because of
his background. However, when
they are attacked by bandits,
he is the first to stand up and
defend the people who hate
him. Western, starring Paul
Newman. HHHHH
11.10 Sé Mo Laoch The life and
career of Nollaig Casey and
Máire Ní Chathasaigh.
12.10 Cadillac Records (2008)
Biopic of music producer
Leonard Chess, starring Adrien
Brody and Beyonce Knowles.
HHH (T) 2.15 France 24

Julia Roberts, Erin
Brockovich, RTE1, 11.25pm

Satellite
UTV

9.00 Lorraine 10.00 This Morning
12.30 Loose Women 1.30 ITV News
1.55 UTV Live 2.00 Dickinson’s Real
Deal 3.00 Winning Combination 3.59
UTV Weather 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
The Chase 6.00 UTV Live 6.30 ITV
Evening News 7.00 Emmerdale 7.30
Coronation Street 8.00 Griff’s Great
Australian Adventure 8.30 Coronation
Street 9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out
of Here! Final 10.35 ITV News 11.10
UTV Live 11.25 Harry’s Heroes: Euro
Having a Laugh

Virgin Media Three

9.00 Elaine 10.00 May the Best House
Win 11.00 Yes Chef 12.00 The Chase
Australia 1.00 Judge Rinder 3.00
The Royal 4.00 Benidorm ER 4.55
Heartbeat 5.55 Inspector Morse 8.00
Heartbeat 9.00 A Touch of Frost 11.10
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
12.05 The Chase Australia

BBC4

7.00 The Truth About Christmas
Carols 8.00 Top of the Pops: 1990
9.00 The Sound of TV with Neil Brand
10.00 Barbra Streisand: Becoming an
Icon 1942-1984 11.00 Bette Midler:
The Divine Miss M – Imagine 12.15
Girls in Bands at the BBC

More4

8.55 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems 9.15 A
Place in the Sun: Home or Away 10.05
Find It, Fix It, Flog It 12.05 Escape
to the Chateau: DIY 1.10 Building the
Dream 2.15 Four in a Bed 4.55 The
Secret Life of the Zoo 5.55 Escape to
the Chateau: DIY 6.55 Grand Designs
New Zealand 7.55 Grand Designs 9.00
Nordic Murders 11.00 24 Hours in A&E

E4

9.00 Melissa & Joey 10.00 The Big
Bang Theory 11.00 Black-ish 12.00
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.00 The Big Bang
Theory 2.00 Scrubs 3.00 Melissa &
Joey 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00
Charmed 6.00 The Big Bang Theory
7.00 Hollyoaks Friday Favourites
7.30 Taskmaster 8.30 Brooklyn
Nine-Nine 9.00 FILM: The Hobbit: The
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 12.05
The Big Bang Theory

Sky One

9.00 Motorway Patrol 10.00 Brit
Cops: Law & Disorder 11.00 NCIS:
Los Angeles 1.00 Hawaii Five-0 3.00
Magnum P.I 4.00 Modern Family
5.00 The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama
6.30 The Simpsons 8.00 Modern Family
9.00 Russell Howard: Right Here Right
Now 10.15 FILM: The Hunt for Red
October (1990)

Sky Atlantic

9.00 Ray Donovan 11.20 Dexter 1.40
Fortitude 2.40 CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation 4.40 The Wire 5.50
Dexter 8.00 Fortitude 9.00 Trackers
10.10 Big Love 12.20 Californication
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Saturday December 5
RTE1

RTE2

VirginMediaOne

TG4

6.00 EuroNews 6.25 Teleshopping
7.30 Nationwide 8.30 Keeping
Up Appearances 9.00 Fair
City (T) 10.30 My Kitchen
Rules: Australia (T) 11.40 My
Kitchen Rules: Australia (T)
12.45 Home Rescue (T) 1.15
RTÉ News (T) 1.25 The Den
2.25 An Teach Seo Againne
2.55 The Great Race (1965)
Comedy, starring Tony Curtis.
HHHH 5.45 Nuacht 6.00 The
Angelus 6.01 RTÉ News (T)
6.35 Reeling in the Years (T)
7.05 The Santa Clause (1994)
A divorced father accidentally
kills Santa Claus on Christmas
Eve and is forced to deliver
the presents himself. Fantasy
comedy, starring Tim Allen,
Judge Reinhold and Wendy
Crewson. HHH; Lotto
8.55 Pat Shortt’s Music
from D’Telly Rarely seen
performances and much loved
songs from six decades of RTÉ
music television production.
9.25 RTÉ News
9.55 Deirdre O’Kane Talks Funny
Comedian Deirdre O’Kane talks
to a number of the country’s
biggest names, celebrating their
career highlights and finding
out what makes them tick.
10.45 The Tommy Tiernan Show
Improvised chat show in which
neither the host nor the studio
audience are told the identity
of the guests in advance.
11.55 Dead Still Comedy starring
Michael Smiley.
1.00 Les Misérables (T) 3.15 Line
of Duty (T) 4.20 Doctors (T)
5.20 EuroNews

6.00 EuroNews 6.50 Fireman Sam
7.00 Brewster the Rooster
(T) 7.05 Everything’s Rosie
(T) 7.30 Club Disney 8.45
Teen Titans Go! (T) 9.35
news2day Weekly (T)
9.55 After School Hub (T)
10.55 Gamer Mode (T)
11.20 Back of the Net (2019)
Premiere. Romantic comedy,
starring Sofia Wylie. HH (T)
1.00 Champions League
Magazine 1.30 Guinness
Series Live Ireland’s final
match of the Autumn Nations
Cup (Kick-off 2.15pm). (T) 4.45
Saturday Game Live Dublin
v Cavan (Kick-off 5.30pm).
The All-Ireland Senior Football
Championship semi-final. (T)
7.30 Avengers Assemble (2012)
Iron Man, Thor, Captain
America and the Hulk join
forces to defend Earth from
an alien invasion. Superhero
adventure, starring Robert
Downey Jr, Chris Evans and
Chris Hemsworth. HHHHH
10.00 Hot Pursuit (2015) An uptight
police officer has to protect a
gangster’s widow as they go
on the run from hitmen and
corrupt cops. Crime comedy,
starring Reese Witherspoon
and Sofia Vergara. HH
11.35 Deadly Daycare (2014)
A divorcee suspects a nursery
is mistreating her young
daughter. Thriller, starring
Kayla Ewell, and Christy
Carlson Romano. HH
1.10 Grey’s Anatomy Two episodes
of the medical drama. (T)
2.50 EuroNews

6.10

7.02

7.00
7.30

8.30

9.30

10.30

11.30
12.30

Heartbeat 9.00 Ireland
AM (T) 11.55 Paul O’Grady:
For the Love of Dogs (T)
12.25 UEFA Champions
League Weekly 1.00 Racing:
Sandown Tingle Creek Chase
From Sandown and Aintree.
4.00 The Cube (T) 5.00 Red
Rock (T) 5.30 News at 5.30
(T) 6.00 The Family Chase
In for a Penny Stephen
Mulhern sets challenges to
members of the public in Essex.
Celebrity Catchphrase
Stephen Mulhern hosts a
celebrity edition of the game
show in which Chris Hoy,
Martine McCutcheon and Faye
Tozer guess familiar phrases
hidden in animated clues.
Not the Robbie Williams
Christmas Show In a special
recorded at the Alexandra
Palace Theatre, the singer
performs classic hits and new
Christmas songs, and is joined
by guests including David
Walliams and Jamie Cullum.
The Graham Norton Show
Stephen Fry, Michael J Fox,
Amanda Seyfried, Nina Sosanya
and Jamie Oliver discuss
their latest projects, while
Dolly Parton performs I Saw
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus.
Princess Diana’s “Wicked”
Stepmother The turbulent
relationship between Diana,
Princess of Wales and her
stepmother Raine Spencer.
Love Island: All the Feels
The most romantic moments.
The Chase Australia
1.30 The Best of Ireland AM

Cúla 4 na nÓg 8.00 Cúla 4
11.25 GAA 2020 12.25 Little
House on the Prairie (T)
2.18 An Aimsir Láithreach
2.20 Murder, She Wrote
(T) 3.15 Mná Spóirt: Croí is
Anam (T) 3.45 Peil na mBan
Beo The TG4 Ladies Football
Championship All Ireland
Junior Final. 5.50 European
Rally Championship 2020
6.45 An Gobán Saor (T)
6.57 An Aimsir Láithreach
7.00 Nuacht TG4
7.15 Tom Barry – Guerilla Days
in Ireland Documentary
examining the life of General
Tom Barry, former IRA
guerrilla leader of the Third
West Cork Brigade, looking
at the controversies
surrounding his life.
8.15 Opry le Daniel The presenter
hosts highlights from the
country music show.
Featuring performances
by Louise Morrisey, Frank
McCaffrey, Dickie Rock,
Red Hurley and Paddy Cole.
9.15 An Aimsir Láithreach
9.20 Angela’s Ashes (1999)
A family living in 1930s
Limerick struggles to
escape a life of poverty
and desperation. Drama,
based on Frank McCourt’s
autobiographical book,
starring Robert Carlyle and
Emily Watson. HHHH
11.55 Bóthar Buck Rossa Ó
Snodaigh travels through Spain,
Italy and Albania to Turkey.
12.25 Why Women Kill (T)
1.25 France 24

VirginMediaTwo

BBC1

BBC2

Channel4

8.00 Tipping Point 11.00 Keep It in
the Family 12.00 Highlands:
Scotland’s Wild Heart 1.00
Gibraltar: Britain in the Sun
3.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love
of Dogs (T) 4.00 The Chase
Celebrity Special (T) 5.55 Paul
O’Grady’s Animal Orphans The
comedian helps to rehabilitate
orphaned animals in Africa.
6.55 Inspector Morse Lewis
and Morse pursue a former
supergrass all the way
to the Australian Outback,
where the detectives soon
begin to miss the comforts of
home. John Thaw stars. (T)
9.00 Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire? Chris Tarrant
invites another line-up of
contestants to answer questions
that could change their lives –
with lifelines Ask the Audience,
Phone a Friend and 50-50
available if they get stuck.
10.00 Through the Keyhole
Keith Lemon hosts a revival of
the classic game show. Today’s
panellists are Danny Dyer, Sally
Phillips and Chris Kamara, who
visit three mystery celebrity
homes, and are challenged
to guess the identities of the
famous occupants.
11.00 Blue Murder DCI Janine Lewis
tries to juggle family life with
an investigation into the murder
of a cheerleading coach.
Guest starring Coronation
Street’s Chris Gascoyne.
12.00 Blue Murder Richard puts his
life at risk by going undercover
in a prison. 1.00 Bull 3.00
Always and Everyone

6.00 Breakfast (T) 10.00
Saturday Kitchen Live (T)
11.30 Nigella’s Cook, Eat,
Repeat (T) 12.00 Football
Focus (T) 1.00 BBC News
(T) 1.15 Live Snooker: UK
Championship The opening
semi-final. (T) 4.30 Final
Score (T) 5.25 BBC News (T)
5.35 BBC Newsline (T)
5.45 Pointless Celebrities (T)
6.35 The Hit List (T)
7.25 Strictly Come Dancing
Musicals Week arrives
in the ballroom, as the
remaining celebrities and their
professional dance partners
seek to dazzle the judges with
routines from hit shows.
8.30 Michael McIntyre’s The
Wheel The comedian hosts a
new Saturday-night gameshow,
as contestants take on a
colossal spinning wheel and
answer questions in the hope
of securing a cash prize.
9.30 Blackadder II Edmund
receives a visit from the
Bishop of Bath and Wells, who
threatens to do him a mischief
with a red-hot poker over the
matter of an unpaid loan.
10.05 BBC News
10.25 Match of the Day
Gary Lineker presents
highlights of the latest
Premier League fixtures.
11.25 The NFL Show Including
highlights from Baltimore
Ravens v Dallas Cowboys.
12.15 Keeping Rosy (2014) Thriller,
starring Maxine Peake. HHH
(T) 1.40 Weather (T)
1.45 BBC News (T)

6.45 Wild & Weird (T) 7.00 All
Over the Place: Asia (T) 7.30
The Dengineers (T) 8.00 Blue
Peter (T) 8.30 DIY Deadly
with Steve Backshall (T)
9.00 Waterhole: Africa’s
Animal Oasis (T) 10.00 Robot
Wars: Battle of the Stars (T)
11.00 12 Puppies and Us (T)
12.00 The Hairy Bikers Home
for Christmas (T) 12.45
Bargain Hunt (T) 1.30
Money for Nothing (T) 2.00
Escape to the Country (T)
2.45 The Railway Children
(1970) Period family drama.
HHHHH (T) 4.30 Live
Snooker: UK Championship
The opening semi-final. (T)
5.30 Porridge (1979) Prison
comedy, starring Ronnie
Barker. HH (T)
7.00 Live Snooker: UK
Championship Coverage of the
second semi-final from Marshall
Arena in Milton Keynes.
10.00 The Blame Game It’s
December and the festive
season has kicked in. It’s
different this year, but it won’t
stop comedians Neil Delamere,
Colin Murphy, Tim McGarry and
Jake O’Kane raising a laugh.
10.30 Dirty God (2019) Premiere.
A young mother struggles
to reclaim her life after a
brutal acid attack leaves her
severely scarred. Drama,
starring Vicky Knight. HHH
12.10 Louis Theroux: My
Scientology Movie (2015)
The reporter investigates the
controversial religion. HHHH
(T) 1.45 This Is BBC Two (T)

6.00 Frasier (T) 6.50 Everybody
Loves Raymond (T) 8.05
The Big Bang Theory (T)
9.50 The Simpsons (T) 11.45
World Chase Tag – USA (T)
12.50 Four in a Bed (T) 3.25
Extreme Cake Makers (T)
3.55 Heston’s 80s Feast
(T) 4.55 George Clarke’s
Old House, New Home (T)
6.00 Channel 4 News (T)
6.30 Jungle Mystery: Lost
Kingdoms of the Amazon (T)
7.30 Britain’s Most Historic
Towns Professor Alice Roberts
is in Glasgow to investigate
the impact of steam power
on major towns in the 18th
and 19th centuries.
8.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather
Footage of the most extreme
weather conditions in the UK
over the past year.
9.30 Formula 1 Sakhir Grand Prix
Qualifying Highlights Steve
Jones presents action from the
battle for pole position in the
16th round of the campaign at
Bahrain International Circuit.
11.00 The Huntsman: Winter’s
War (2016) Members of an
ice queen’s army try to conceal
their forbidden love. Fantasy
adventure, starring Chris
Hemsworth, Emily Blunt and
Jessica Chastain. HHH
1.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA (T)
1.55 Undercover Boss
USA (T) 2.45 Hollyoaks (T)
4.25 The Secret Life of
the Zoo (T) 5.05 Fifteen
to One (T) 5.55 Kirstie’s
Handmade Christmas (T)

Chris Evans stars in
Avengers Assemble,
RTE2, 7.30pm

Satellite
UTV

6.00 CITV 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25
ITV News 9.30 James Martin’s
Saturday Morning 11.40 John and
Lisa’s Christmas Kitchen 12.40 James
Martin’s Great British Adventure
1.40 ITV News 1.50 FILM: Back
to the Future Part II (1989) 4.00
Ninja Warrior UK 5.00 Celebrity
Supermarket Sweep 6.00 ITV News
6.20 UTV Live 6.30 Catchphrase:
Catchiest Moments 7.30 The Chase
Celebrity Special 8.30 It’ll Be Alright
on the Night 9.30 The Jonathan Ross
Show 10.35 ITV News 10.50 Through
the Keyhole 11.50 The Keith & Paddy
Picture Show 12.15 Ideal World

Virgin Media Three

8.00 Yo Gabba Gabba! 8.30 Bob the
Builder 9.00 Judge Judy 12.00 The
Chase Australia 1.00 Emmerdale
4.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 6.00
Midsomer Murders 8.00 Extraordinary
Animals 9.00 Butterfly Collectors
10.30 Blue Murder 12.00 Law & Order:
Special Victims Unit 1.00 The Chase
Australia

BBC4

7.00 Francesco’s Italy Top to Toe
8.00 Full Circle with Michael Palin
9.00 The Valhalla Murders 10.30
Operation Iceberg 11.30 The Bridge
1.30 Full Circle with Michael Palin
2.20 Francesco’s Italy Top to Toe

More4

8.55 Food Unwrapped 9.30 A Place in
the Sun 10.25 A Place in the Sun 11.25
A Place in the Sun 12.30 Location,
Location, Location 1.35 Grand Designs
2.40 Come Dine with Me 5.20 Four in a
Bed 8.00 Father Ted 9.00 24 Hours in
A&E 11.10 Father Ted 12.15 8 Out of 10
Cats Does Countdown 1.20 24 Hours in
A&E 2.20 The Dog House

E4

6.20 FILM: Christmas Encore (2017)
8.00 Supernanny USA 8.55 Don’t Tell
the Bride 10.55 Made in Chelsea 12.00
The Great British Bake Off: Best Bits
1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares
USA 3.00 The Goldbergs 5.00 The Big
Bang Theory 9.00 The Inbetweeners
11.15 FILM: Dumb and Dumber To
(2014) 1.20 Taskmaster 2.20 First
Dates Abroad 4.10 Don’t Tell the Bride

Sky One

6.00 Monkey Business 8.00 Modern
Family 10.30 Soccer AM 12.00
The Simpsons 3.00 Gillette Soccer
Saturday 5.00 The Simpsons 5.35
FILM: Stardust (2007) 8.00 A League
of Their Own 9.00 FILM: Safe (2012)
11.00 Formula 1 12.45 The Russell
Howard Hour 1.45 Prodigal Son

Sky Atlantic

8.00 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation
12.50 Ray Donovan 5.30 The Wire
9.00 Raised by Wolves 12.30 Game
of Thrones 4.20 Storm City
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