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had refused to deal with the 
matter as he did not want the 
two staff to be disciplined or 
sacked.

Board member Pat Lavin 
was tasked with investigating 
the claims. According to Mr 
Lawlor’s affidavit, the probe 
concluded the employees 
were not entitled to the 
expenses. It also concluded  
the issue had been brought 
to Mr Moloney’s attention in 
January 2019 but there was no 
evidence he took any action 
until the chairman became 
aware of that April.

Mr Lawlor alleged that 
unknown to him at the time, 
Mr Moloney conspired with 

other staff to force him to 
step down as chairman due 
to the length of time he had 
been on the board. He said 
he had “no doubt” this was 
done by Mr Moloney with the 
aim of deflecting attention 
from any investigation into 

his conduct. Mr Lawlor stood 
down in November 2019 for a 
period of 12 weeks.

The board commissioned an 
investigation by consultants 
Smith and Williamson into 
financial controls at the 
charity, which began in 

April 2020. According to Mr 
Lawlor, later that month 
Mr Moloney made a formal 
bullying complaint against 
him. A barrister appointed to 
investigate the claims found 
they were not well founded, 
he said in his affidavit.

Anonymous tip about dodgy 
expenses led to discovery of 
major alleged charity fraud

I T STARTED with the 
receipt by the chair-
man of Bóthar of an 
anonymous letter on 
Good Friday two years 

ago. The sender claimed there 

had been irregularities in the 
recruitment of certain staff by 
the international aid charity’s 
then chief executive David 
Moloney and that he had 
turned a blind eye to dodgy 
expenses claims submitted by 
two employees.

In the overall scheme of 
things, the allegations were 
relatively minor.

But they proved to be 
the catalyst for a series of 
investigations which, it was 
alleged in the High Court this 
week, eventually uncovered a 

major fraud by Mr Moloney.
Following an application 

from Bóthar on Thursday, 
the former chief executive’s 
assets were temporarily 
frozen amid claims he 
misappropriated almost 
€465,000 for his own use and 
for the use of associates.

It was alleged this included 
almost €200,000 in cash 
supposedly paid to nuns 
in Tanzania but which the 
religious congregation says 
it never received, and tens of 
thousands of euro in personal 

credit card spending, 
including sums spent on two 
family holidays.

In a legal filing, it was 
claimed Mr Moloney tried 
to cover his tracks by 
deleting vast swathes of 
data from his computer and 
forging documents, and 
that he obstructed a series 
of investigations into his 
conduct and conspired with 
others to remove the charity’s 
chairman after the board 
commenced an inquiry into 
his conduct.

The scandal is a devastating 
development for the much- 
 loved charity, which was 
established in 1991 to 
provide farm animals to 
poverty-stricken families in 
developing countries. 

The court heard Bóthar had 
reported matters to An Garda 
and the Charities Regulator, 
which has been investigating 
issues since last October.

Mr Moloney, of Clino, 
Newport, Co Tipperary, 
was not present for the 
application, as it was made on 
an ex-parte, or one side only, 
basis. The court was told he 
had denied all allegations of 
wrongdoing.

But there is much more at 
stake than his reputation.

A very real question mark 
must now hang over the 

future of the Limerick-based 
charity itself.

In light of events, Bóthar 
has ceased fundraising 
activities. In recent times it 
has been receiving around 
€5.5m a year in donations and 
charitable legacies.

Bóthar’s roots can be traced 
back to Limerick’s Treaty 300 
celebrations in 1990. Local 
businessman Peter Ireton 
had the idea of marking the 
occasion by sending Irish 
cows to families in Uganda. 

Bóthar was incorporated 
the following year and in 1995 
Mr Moloney began working 
there. He rose through the 
ranks and replaced Mr Ireton 
as chief executive in 2011 but 
stood down in 2014, citing 
ill-health. He returned to the 
post a year later and remained 
in the position until his 
resignation in February.

According to an affidavit 
filed by charity director Harry 
Lawlor, Bóthar has helped 
thousands of families in 
Africa by donating animals 
and up to 2019 it seemed to 
the board it was operating 
very successfully.

It was on Good Friday, 
April 19, of that year that Mr 
Lawlor, who was Bóthar’s 
chairman, said he received 
an anonymous, unsigned 
and undated letter about Mr 
Moloney. “This complaint 
set in train a series of 
events, which had several 
consequences that I simply 
could not have foreseen at the 
time,” he said in his affidavit.

It was alleged in the 
anonymous complaint that 
Mr Moloney recommended 
the appointment of a 
lifelong friend to the charity 
without disclosing this 
relationship to the board. 
There were also allegations 
two Bóthar employees had 
been submitting expenses 
for unnecessary hotel stays, 
meals, room service and 
drinks and that Mr Moloney 

The Smith and Williamson 
investigation made a number 
of “troubling findings” 
relating to transactions and 
expenses, Mr Lawlor said.

The board set up a sub-
committee to investigate 
these issues further but, 
according to Mr Lawlor, Mr 
Moloney did not co-operate.

Help was enlisted from an 
IT security expert, who found 
98pc of Mr Moloney’s email 
inbox had been deleted in 
November 2020. A forensic 
accountant was also retained 
to review the charity’s bank 
statements from 2014 to 2020.

Resulting from the various 
investigations, five key 
allegations have been levelled 
at Mr Moloney. These were 
outlined in detail in Mr 
Lawlor’s affidavit.

The first was that Mr 
Moloney withdrew €192,349 
in charity funds in eight 
tranches between 2013 and 
2019 and claimed these had 
been paid to Sister Viji, a 
nun with the Congregation 
of Mary Immaculate Sisters 
in Tanzania. The board had 
never heard of her.

It is alleged he forged 
receipts and fabricated a 
series of documents to vouch 
for the payments but Sister 
Viji confirmed they were 
never received by her or her 
mission. She said she had 
met Mr Moloney in Bóthar’s 
offices in 2014 or 2015 and 
later sent several emails 
requesting funding but “not a 
cent” was ever provided.

The second allegation 

Shane 
Phelan

relates to three payments 
totalling stg£110,000 
(€127,158) to an English 
company, Agricultural 
Innovation Consultants 
Limited (AICL), which Mr 
Moloney is alleged to have 
arranged. Mr Lawlor claimed 
Mr Moloney and Billy Kelly, 
a former journalist who 
co-founded Bóthar and 
was later a director with a 
UK charity called Msaada, 
arranged for the money to be 
“paid away to AICL”.

He alleged the sums were 
paid to discharge the cost 
of consultancy services to 
be provided in connection 
with charitable activities in 
Rwanda but, to the best of his 

knowledge, the projects in 
question were “falsified”.

According to his affidavit, 
AICL was later dissolved 
and the payments were not 
recorded in its accounts. Mr 
Lawlor said he did not know 
what Mr Moloney, Mr Kelly or 
AICL did with the funds. 

Mr Kelly told the Irish 
Independent he was not 
involved in AICL and he did 
not know what Mr Lawlor was 
talking about. Efforts to speak 
to a representative of AICL 
proved unsuccessful.

A third allegation is that Mr 
Moloney used credit cards 

issued to him by Bóthar to 
pay €47,638 in what appeared 
to be personal expenses, 
including family holidays.

Flights between Shannon 
and Mallorca for Mr Moloney 
and his family cost €3,916, 
while motor expenses costing 
an additional €6,219 were 
also alleged to have been 
racked up.

A fourth allegation is that 
Mr Moloney used cheques 
drawn on Bóthar’s account to 
withdraw €64,820 in cash.

The fifth main allegation 
is that he awarded himself 
an unauthorised 13th 
monthly salary payment and 
accumulated a pension fund 
of at least €604,630.

Mr Lawlor said, to the 
best of his knowledge, the 
pension fund and Bóthar’s 
contributions to it were never 
authorised by the board. 

Mr Moloney’s solicitors 
had recently asked Bóthar 
to permit him to encash the 
policies but the request was 
refused, Mr Lawlor said.

Altogether, the charity 
alleges €464,346 had been 
misappropriated.

However, Mr Lawlor 
said in his affidavit that 
investigations were ongoing.

“There is great concern 
that Mr Moloney has taken 
considerably more money 
from Bóthar,” he said.

Mr Moloney has yet to give 
his version of events. He has 
not returned calls from the 
Irish Independent since the 
charity initiated proceedings 
against him on April 1.

Ex-Bóthar CEO faces serious allegations that he misappropriated funds

Received the letter  
on Good Friday  
two years ago

Claims: 
David 
Moloney 
began 
working at 
Bóthar in 
1995

Watchdog says AG should have 
no say in the selection of judges 
Shane Phelan

THE State’s human rights 
watchdog has asked Justice 
Minister Helen McEntee to 
exclude the Attorney General 
from a new body being devel-
oped to advise on the selection 
of judges.

The Irish Human Rights 
and Equality Commission 
(IHREC), led by Sinéad Gib-
ney,  has expressed concerns 
the Government could argu-
ably wield influence during a 
proposed independent advi-
sory process if the Attorney 
General is allowed participate.

The Government’s chief 
legal adviser is currently 
a member of the Judicial 
Appointments Advisory Board, 
which recommends candi-
dates, and also gets informed 
in advance by the minister of 
proposed appointments.

Under proposals put forward 
by Ms McEntee, the Attorney 

General would remain a mem-
ber of a new slimmed-down 
Judicial Appointments Com-
mission (JAC), but would not 
have a vote.

However, the proposal has 
been objected to by IHREC 
in a submission to the min-
ister and the Oireachtas Jus-

tice Committee. It claimed 
the rationale for retaining 
the Attorney General on the 
commission was “unclear” 
and while he or she would not 
have a vote they could exercise 
influence over the decision- 
making of the JAC.

“The Attorney General is 
the Government’s chief legal 
adviser, and arguably this 

provides a means of executive 
involvement in the JAC’s pro-
ceedings. This is particularly 
so, given the Attorney General 
also sits at Cabinet, including 
at Cabinet meetings where 
decisions on judicial appoint-
ments are made,” it said.

IHREC said the inclusion of 
the Attorney General would 
present “the obvious risk of 
double counting” as their view 
could be taken into account 
both at the JAC stage and 
when recommended candi-
dates are later considered by 
the Cabinet.

Proposals for the JAC to rank 
judicial candidates before they 
are considered by the Govern-
ment were scrapped last year 
by Ms McEntee. These had 
been pushed for by former 
transport minister Shane Ross, 
who claimed it would restrict 
political patronage and lead 
to the most qualified people 
being picked.

Submission: 
Human rights body 
expressed concerns 
to Helen McEntee
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Payments to second          ex-Bóthar CEO being probed by charity
:: Founder Peter Ireton ‘amazed’ 
by inquiry and denies impropriety

Shane Phelan 
LEGAL AFFAIRS EDITOR

INTERNATIONAL aid charity 
Bóthar is looking into finan-
cial transactions involving a 
second former chief executive.

The probe relates to “sub-
stantial payments” allegedly 
received by the charity’s 
founder Peter Ireton in the 
four years after he stepped 
down as CEO in 2011.

Mr Ireton (69) has denied 
any impropriety, insisting he 
remained a member of staff 
for the period in question, 
working as the organisation’s 
director of strategy.

But Bóthar chairman Harry 
Lawlor has said that as far as 
the board was concerned, Mr 
Ireton retired in 2011.

The existence of the investi-
gation was disclosed in High 

Action:
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February.
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Court proceedings where the 
charity claims Mr Ireton’s suc-
cessor David Moloney misap-
propriated €465,000.

Bóthar secured a court order 
last week temporarily freezing 
the assets of Mr Moloney, who 
resigned as chief executive in 
February. It has also reported 
matters to An Garda Síochána, 
while an investigation by the 
Charities Regulator has been 
ongoing since last October.

In an affidavit, Mr Lawlor 
said it had “very recently come 
to light that Mr Ireton con-
tinued to receive substantial 
payments from Bóthar after 
his retirement in 2011 until at 

least April 30, 2015”. Mr Lawlor 
said “these and other trans-
actions involving Mr Ireton” 
were being investigated by the 
board. “A question arises as to 
whether these payments were 
made with the board’s knowl-
edge or consent,” he said.

Mr Lawlor said the charity 
would await the conclusion of 
its investigation before decid-
ing whether to pursue Mr 
 Ireton for wrongdoing.

The sums at the centre of the 
probe have not been disclosed. 
Bóthar did not respond to que-
ries from the Irish Independent 
on this and other issues.

Mr Ireton was one of the 

founders of the Limerick- 
based charity, which provides 
farm animals to poor families 
in developing countries, and 
he was its chief executive for 
20 years. He said he had not 
been contacted by the charity 
about its investigation.

“This was all news to me. I 
didn’t know anything about it,” 
he told the Irish Independent.

“I am amazed. But I do want 
to deal with the situation.”

Mr Ireton insisted, contrary 
to what was alleged in the affi-
davit, he did not retire in 2011.

“I continued working for the 
organisation until May 1, 2015. 
I was an employee. I was on 
staff. That was done openly. 
Everybody on the board and 
everybody else that I am aware 
of were very familiar with 
that,” he said.

Mr Ireton said during this 

period he continued to go to 
board meetings and worked 
with members of the board.

He said the charity helped 
lift tens of thousands of fami-
lies out of poverty and he was 
“saddened” by the controversy 

now engulfing it. He said he 
would be willing to return to it 
to help sort out its current dif-
ficulties “if that could be done”.

“It is certainly in a state now. 
That is for sure,” he said.

In his affidavit, Mr Lawlor 

said Mr Ireton continued to 
regularly attend board meet-
ings “as a guest in his capacity 
as a founding member” after 
stepping down as CEO.

He also said the board was 
aware Mr Ireton continued, 

in the background, to support 
his successor Mr Moloney 
and that he also helped with 
 specific fundraising events.

Mr Lawlor has alleged Mr 
Moloney conspired with oth-
ers to have him removed as 

chairman in 2019 after the 
board commenced an inves-
tigation into Mr Moloney’s 
conduct.

The chairman temporarily 
stood down for 12 weeks when 
staff engaged in industrial 
action after a letter from a 
governance consultant raised 
concerns that the length of his 
tenure on the board, almost 30 
years, was over three times the 
recommended average.

The letter said Bóthar’s repu-
tation was suffering with Irish 
Aid, which refused funding 
applications in 2018 and 2019.

According to Mr Lawlor, 
emails show Mr Moloney gave 
Mr Ireton a draft version of 
the consultant’s letter before it 
went to the board and sought 
his thoughts on it.

Mr Ireton declined to 
 comment on this claim.

DNA key to cold-case 
murder mystery of 
Irish woman known  
as ‘Betty the Bag Lady’ 

Eavan Murray

THE harrowing mystery 
surrounding an unsolved 
murder in America 
dating back almost three 
decades could finally be 
resolved through the victim’s 
DNA connections to Ireland.

Together with the DNA DOE 
Project, a non-profit genetic 
genealogy agency, Michigan 
State police have appealed 
for Irish people with the 
common ancestral surnames 
of a tragic woman known as 
“Betty the Bag Lady’ to submit 
their DNA for analysis.

Despite exhaustive 
investigations 
spanning almost three 
decades, Michigan State 
Police never established her 
identity.

Aged between 65 and 70 
years old, her decomposed 
remains were found close 
to the Red Arrow Highway, 
linking Michigan, Illinois and 
Indiana, in August 1992.

Detectives believe the 
woman they named ‘Betty’, 
now known to be Irish, most 
likely lived in the Chicago 
area. ‘Betty’ was discovered 
wrapped in a sheet and placed 
in plastic sacks secured by 
twine. Her hands, dentures 
and clothing had all been 
removed to conceal her 
identity. Advanced DNA 
testing on her exhumed 

remains in 2019 recently 
established genetic matches 
to relatives in Waterford, 
Kerry and possibly Clare.

Genealogists have identified 
15 family names with 
genetic links to ‘Betty’ and 
now appeal for Irish people 
with those names, even in 
their extended ancestral 
family, to submit their DNA 
to a comparative database 
GEDmatch.

The names include 
McLaughlin/McLoughlin, 
Morrissey, O’Brien, Kelly, 
Hogan, Mahoney, Cashman, 
Walsh, Lyons, O’Sullivan, 
Sullivan, O’Donoghue, 
Donahue and McDonagh.

Franchesca Werden of the 
DNA DOE Project believes 
the key to unlocking the cruel 
mystery lies in Ireland.

“The DNA matches are low, 
probably in the third-cousin 
range. We are asking people 
to take a DNA test and upload 
their results onto GEDmatch.
com or FamilyTreeDNA.com.

“If someone is tested with 
Ancestry DNA or 23andMe, 
they can download their raw 
DNA and upload it to either. 
She would have been born 
in the 1920s, making it very 
likely she was the child of 
Irish emigrants.” 

Ms Werden warned that it 
is important people make an 
informed decision before they 
submit their DNA.

:: US authorities ask families here for help

‘We are 
asking 
people 
to take a 
DNA 
test and 
upload 
their 
results.’

“If you take a DNA test, 
even if you have already 
taken a DNA test and there 
are no surprises, that doesn’t 
mean when you upload it to 
GEDmatch, there isn’t going 
to be an unexpected result.

“As long as people are 
comfortable with DNA testing 
and you have these surnames 
in your family, please 
consider helping us.

“You may not be a Cashman 
or a Kelly, but your maternal 
grandfather may have been.”

Retired Detective Sergeant 
Doug Kill, who worked on 
the case for decades, said 
he would “love to see a 
resolution and justice” for 
‘Betty’. 

He said: “It has been a 
mystery for 29 years. Her 
body was found right off the 
freeway. Unfortunately, we 
get a lot of bodies dumped in 
our area (New Buffalo). It is 
the first exit off the freeway 
into Michigan.

“Every case that I have 
worked out has been from 
Chicago. This is the only one 
we have not been able to 
solve. The poor lady deserves 
justice. It would just be 
awesome. All the original 
detectives still care for her 
and want to know what 
happened. Somebody was 
trying to hide her identity for 
some reason. Maybe she was 
collecting some monetary aid 
from the government, and 
they wanted that to continue.

“People in Ireland could 
have questions about an 
aunt or cousin who went to 
America and was never heard 
from again. Maybe she has 
family in Ireland who want 
her back and they could give 
her the decent burial she 
deserves.

“We really appreciate any 
help we could get from the 
people of Ireland.”

Unsolved: An image of ‘Betty’ 
generated by investigators. 
Her decomposed remains 
were found in the US state of 
Michigan in 1992
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Priest says confession 
storyline in Fair City 
‘was inaccurate and 
offensive to Catholics’
Anne Lucey

A PARISH priest based 
in Kerry has questioned 
whether Catholics should 
continue to pay their TV 
licence fee after what he says 
is a “disturbing, inaccurate 
and disrespectful” storyline 
on confession in Fair City.

Confession – “a sacrament 
of consolation” – has never 
been more necessary than 
now. That is the view of Fr 
Kevin McNamara, parish 
priest of the large north 
Kerry parish of Moyvane.

“It really downgraded the 
sacrament at a very sensitive 
time,” he said of the episode 
last Sunday.

The dramatised confession 
– a key storyline on the long-
running soap – breached all 
kinds of protocols, the priest 
said. 

It took place in front of 
an altar, there was alcohol 
involved and the priest – 
portrayed by Phelim Drew 
– donned a stole.

Last Sunday was Divine 
Mercy Sunday, a feast which 
focuses on confession, and 
Fr McNamara said that this 
added to the sense of hurt.

With churches still 
closed due to the lockdown 
restrictions, he had earlier 
spent the afternoon hearing 
confessions outdoors in the 
car park of Moyvane Church.

“Later that evening, Fair 
City carried a storyline about 
confession which blatantly 
gave false information about 
this sacrament, which is 
sacrosanct to all Catholics 

but especially priests,” he 
said. 

In a previous storyline 
some years ago, this same 
TV show gave “a false and 
disturbing storyline” about 
a priest breaking the seal of 
confession, he also said.

“To see them dishonour 
the practice and protocol 
which is normally associated 
with the sacrament was very 
offensive,” Fr McNamara 
added.

Next weekend’s newsletter 
in Moyvane will carry an 
article (“Fair City – Not Fair 
on Confession”), the priest 
said, in which he will ask 
Catholics to question the TV 
licence they pay to RTÉ.

“Why should Catholics 
continue to pay their TV 
licence to a station who 
continually and deliberately 
shows a lack of knowledge 
and respect for the Catholic 
faith and for sacred 
doctrine?” he asked.

RTÉ was contacted for 
response.

Actor Phelim Drew, who plays 
Fr Liam Plunkett in Fair City
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THE Government is poised to extend the gap 
between Covid vaccines to six or even eight 
weeks to help speed up the supply of first doses 
to as many people as possible.

The Irish Independent has learned that advice 
on widening the interval for Moderna and Pfizer 
jabs will be available to Cabinet on Tuesday. 

Sources confirmed that instead of the current 
four-week gap between doses, intervals of six 
weeks or eight weeks will be chosen.

There is heightened focus on the pace of the 
roll-out of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines here 
following setbacks with AstraZeneca and a loom-
ing decision on Johnson & Johnson.

Meanwhile, Britain has made rapid progress in 
getting more people a first jab by extending the 
interval to as long as 12 weeks. 

Increasing the time between doses will allow 
more people here to get the first jab, which gives 
around 80pc protection against Covid. 

However, it would delay the second jab which 
offers as much as 90pc to 95pc protection.

:: Ministers expected to 
approve six or eight-week 
intervals in coming days
Senan Molony 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Gap between doses of 
vaccine to be extended 

Taste of freedom: Journalist Nicola Anderson savours a breath of sea air, and a small taste of freedom, as she 
enjoyed the opportunity to expand her range of travel beyond 5km. Inside she documents how we’ve all missed 
a favourite forest walk, a stunning stretch of coastline, or a familiar city street. PHOTO: GERRY MOONEY   See page 10

Nun ‘never got  
a penny’ from 
Bóthar charity

A NUN has told how she 
spent much of the past 
decade unsuccessfully 
seeking funding from 
Irish charity Bóthar to help 
her mission’s project in 
Tanzania.

Sister Vijili Dali (54) has 
revealed her shock at being 
told a list existed which 
purported to show sums 
totalling €226,099 were 
paid to her between 2013 
and 2019, as no money ever 
came.

Full report: Pages 18-19
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Call for probe into alarming decline of fish and marine life in estuary

Ralph Riegel

FISHERY groups and 
environmentalists have 
called for an investigation 
into an alarming decline 
in fish, shellfish and 
even seaweed in parts of 
Waterford harbour and 
estuary.

The call came as some 
fisheries groups said they 
had noticed a dramatic 
reduction in stocks of 
mussels, crabs, whelk and 
shrimp – with parts of the 

estuary even losing seaweed 
beds.

One group, the National 
Inshore Fishermen’s 
Association (NIFA), said 
there was concern amongst 
fishermen whose livelihoods 
depend on the estuary and 
inshore waters along the 
south-east coast.

NIFA general secretary 
Alex Crowley said an 
investigation was needed to 
find out what is going on.

“The Waterford estuary 
supports important inshore 

fisheries for shrimp, whelk, 
lobster, velvet and green 
crab, and there is also 
pelagic trawling for sprat 
and herring and dredging 
for various bivalve species,” 
he told WLRFM.

Mr Crowley said that over 
recent times local fishermen 
noticed a decline in stocks of 
specific marine wildlife.

Their concerns were 
heightened by the fact the 
area is also crucial as a 
spawning ground for species 
such as Celtic Sea herring – 

a valuable commercial stock. 
To date the most dramatic 
decline has involved 
shellfish and several types 
of crab.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
investigated reports of 
shellfish decline in 2016 and 
2019, but no major pollution 
cause was identified.

All firms with pollution 
prevention licences in 
the area were found to be 
in compliance with their 
permits.

The Week
All families 
are having 
the same 

arguments 
Sarah 
Carey 
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‘I asked the 
Bóthar boss 
for funding. 
Not a single 
penny did 
we receive’

T HREE months after 
the Zoom call from 
Bóthar’s interim 
CEO Aideen 
O’Leary, Sister Vijili 

Dali is still in a state of disbe-
lief and shock.

The 54-year-old Indian-born 
nun, better known simply as 
Sister Viji, had spent much of 
the past decade seeking fund-
ing from the international aid 
charity to help her mission’s 
project in Tanzania, where it 
works to rehabilitate and res-
cue child trafficking victims.

No money ever came, so she 
couldn’t believe her ears when 
told a list existed that  pur-
ported to show sums totalling 
€226,099 were paid to her 
between 2013 and 2019.

The High Court has heard 
claims the charity’s former 
chief executive David Molo-
ney (56) misappropriated the 
money and falsified docu-
mentation to cover his tracks, 
accusations he denies. Gardaí 
are now investigating.

“I have been in this field 
more than 35 years. For me, it 
is a really big shock. It is the 
first time I have really encoun-
tered this type of thing,” Sr Viji 
told the Irish Independent.

Ms O’Leary, who contacted 
the nun as part of the char-
ity’s investigation into what 
became of the money, was said 
to be equally staggered by the 
alleged deception.

“The new CEO, she called us 
and we had an online meeting. 
She was really astonished to 
learn we were not supported 
by Bóthar,” the nun said.

Mr Moloney was suspended 
from the Limerick-headquar-
tered organisation last Novem-
ber after an independent 

investigator identified a num-
ber of questionable transac-
tions. He resigned in February.

Altogether, Bóthar alleges at 
least €465,000 has been mis-
appropriated. Transactions 
identified by Damien Kealy, 
a director with financial ser-
vices firm Smith & William-
son, included the withdrawal 
of €27,552 in cash from the 
charity’s account in June 2018.

Mr Moloney told the inves-
tigator he brought the money 
to Sister Viji in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. But according to 
documents filed in court, Mr 
Moloney later gave a different 
account to the charity’s board.

He is said to have indicated 
he brought the cash to Sister 
Viji when she visited Kim-
mage Manor in Dublin in the 
same year. According to the 
nun, neither version is true.

In fact, she told the Irish 
Independent she spent much 
time trying to get funding 
from Bóthar, only for proposals 
to Mr Moloney to be met with 
no response.

Sister Viji heads the Daugh-
ters of Mary Immaculate 
(DMI) mission in Dar es 
Salaam. The city is a gateway 
for human trafficking, with 
unscrupulous criminal net-
works trafficking children for 
labour and sexual exploitation 
around the continent and to 
the Middle East. DMI’s Spring 
of Hope mission works to res-
cue these children, rehabil-
itate them and return them 
to their families. It is difficult 
work, she says. As well as crim-
inal networks, businesspeople 
and politicians are involved. 

Many of the children have 
been badly damaged emotion-
ally and need medical care and 
attention. Some have HIV. One 
rescued girl had been raped by 
more than 20 men.

Counselling, a life skills pro-
gramme and vocational train-
ing is provided. 

“So far, I have rescued and 
reunified more than 700 chil-
dren,” said Sister Viji.

The aim of the training  

programmes is to ensure chil-
dren can provide for them-
selves when they return to 
their families or communities.

But crushing poverty means 
the risk they will be trafficked 
again is high. This, according 
to Sister Viji, is where Bóthar 
came into her thinking.

The charity provides farm 
animals to struggling families 
in developing countries as a 
means to lift them out of pov-
erty. The nun said she heard 

about Bóthar while visiting the 
Sisters of St Joseph in Dublin 
more than a decade ago.

While in Ireland, she said 
she arranged to meet Mr Molo-
ney, hoping he could help with 
her goal of making trafficked 
children and their families 
more self-sufficient. After the 
meeting there was “a lot of 
communication”.

“I sent a lot of emails with 

information. Nothing worked 
out,” she said.

According to Sister Viji, her 
proposals were not responded 
to. “So I left it,” she said.

The next time she met Mr 
Moloney was in 2018 when he 
called to arrange a meeting at 
the mission in Dar es Salaam.

Sister Viji said she impressed 
upon him that she was work-
ing with “downtrodden” and 
“vulnerable” children and 
wanted to know why she did 

not receive a positive response 
to her requests for funding.

“He said he would try to get 
some support for us. Then he 
went back. That’s all. I didn’t 
hear from him again,” she said.

According to an affidavit 
filed by Bóthar chairman 
Harry Lawlor, seven other 
cash withdrawals were made 
by Mr Moloney which were 
expressed to be for the ben-

efit of Sr Viji. The first was 
for €32,350 in July 2013, with 
further sums of €29,100 with-
drawn in March 2014, €30,625 
in February 2015, €38,162 in 
March 2016, €39,360 in April 
2017, €1,400 in July 2018 and 
€27,552 in May 2019.

“Not a single penny did we 
receive,” Sister Viji said.

The nun said that if what 
was alleged was true, then Mr 
Moloney had “cheated” the 
charity’s donors.

Mr Lawlor claims the with-
drawals were made without 
the board’s knowledge or 
approval. He also said the only 
withdrawal mentioned by Mr 
Moloney to the board or its 
investigator Mr Kealy was the 
€27,552 made in June 2018.

The charity also alleges Mr 
Moloney fabricated docu-
ments in connection with the 
withdrawals.  In March 2016, 
Mr Moloney sent Bóthar’s 
internal accountant an email 
about projects for consider-
ation, including a Word doc-
ument he claimed to have 
received from Sister Viji.

Edel Mee, an IT specialist 

who conducted an analysis 
for Bóthar, said in an affidavit 
she was satisfied Mr Moloney 
created the document himself 
days earlier, using a Word file 
sent by Sister Viji in 2011 as a 
template. One of the changes 
made to original file was the 
insertion of the sentence: “I 
am very much hopeful that 
Bóthar will continue, as in the 
past, by supporting our worth-
while cause during the next 
twelve months into 2017.”

After his trip to Dar es 
Salaam, Mr Moloney is said to 
have produced a receipt dated 
June 28, 2018 from Sister Viji 
acknowledging receipt of the 
€27,552. Ms Mee found the 
document was actually created 
on July 18 by Mr Moloney.

A second copy of the same 
receipt, but this time given a 
date in 2019, was also found in 
Mr Moloney’s electronic files.

It was an edited copy of the 
2018 receipt. Neither bore a 
signature, Ms Mee said.

“Mr Moloney fabricated sev-
eral documents to lend veri-
similitude to his suggestion 
that these funds had been 

lawfully withdrawn and paid 
for in good faith for charitable 
purposes. Mr Moloney has yet 
to account for the monies he 
withdrew in this way,” Mr Law-
lor said in his affidavit.

In the High Court this week, 
Mr Moloney’s counsel said he 
denied any wrongdoing.

Mr Moloney’s assets have 
been frozen by court order. He 
has also given undertakings 
not to delete data or access his 
€600,000 pension.

Despite all that has hap-
pened Sister Viji said she 
hoped to have a relationship 
with Bóthar in future and per-
haps it could help fund her 
mission one day. “[During the 
Zoom call] they all came to 
know the problems. It shows 
the present team is very con-
cerned,” she said.

For now though, the charity’s 
future is unclear. It has ceased 
fundraising and a number of 
staff have been told they will 
have to be made redundant.

A Bóthar spokeswoman said 
the organisation would not be 
commenting while investiga-
tions are ongoing.

Nun tells of ‘shock’ at ex-CEO claim he gave her €226,000 for African project to help           trafficked children

Shane 
Phelan

Probe:  Main 
picture and 
far left: 
children 
at the 
Daughters 
of Mary 
Immaculate 
Spring of 
Hope project 
in Tanzania; 
above centre, 
Sister Viji; 
above, David 
Moloney.
PHOTO: SEAN 
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support for us. Then he went back… 
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FormerBótharCEO
advisedit‘mightbe
wise’towipedata

Anex-CEOofBóthar,who is facing
fraud claims, was advised by a
formerboardmember toremove

information from documents sought
by investigatorsprobing financialmat-
ters at the international aid charity.
BillyKelly, one of Bóthar’s founders,

also advised thenchief executiveDavid
Moloney todelete copies of reports giv-
ing details of an English consultancy
company that received questionable
payments from the charity.
MrKelly (68)made the comments in

an email toMrMoloney (56) inMarch
last yearwhile an independent investi-
gation, commissioned by the charity’s
board, was under way.
He toldMrMoloney that “given the

dangers that could lay ahead”, he be-
lieved “it might be wise to remove as
much information as possible from
the documentation being given to the
investigators”.
Matters uncovered during the in-

vestigation by consultants Smith &
Williamson and other subsequent in-
quiries prompted Bóthar to seek and
obtainHighCourt orders freezingMr
Moloney’s assets earlier this month.
Mr Kelly did not respond to a re-

quest fromtheSunday Independent to
explain his comments. He has denied
involvement in the English company,
Agricultural Innovation Consultants
Limited (AICL), although emails show
he forwarded an invoice on its behalf.
The content of the emails was dis-

closed in an affidavit filed in theHigh
CourtbyBótharchairmanHarryLawlor.
Mr Moloney, who resigned in Feb-

ruary, has been accused by the charity
ofmisappropriating€465,000.Hede-
nies wrongdoing. Thematter is being
investigated by gardaí.
One of the key allegations made by

the charity is thatMrMoloney andMr
Kelly arranged for three payments to-
talling£110,000 (€127,158) to be “paid
away” to AICL in May 2018 and May

● Charityhasaccused
DavidMoloneyof
misappropriating
€465,000 in funds

2019. In his affidavit, Mr Lawlor said
the sumswerepaidwithout theknowl-
edge of the charity’s board.
AICL was later dissolved, and the
payments were not recorded in its
accounts.
Mr Lawlor said he did not know

what Mr Moloney, Mr Kelly or AICL
did with the funds.
Mr Kelly, a former Limerick Lead-
er journalist, helped found Bóthar
in 1991 to send Irish farm animals
to struggling families in developing
countries. He ceased being a director
of the charity in 2017.
He now lives in Dorset, England,

wherehehelped founda charity called
Msaada,whichworked inpartnership
with Bóthar on African projects.
MsaadawasremovedfromtheUKchari-

tiesregisterinJanuaryandnolongerexists.
AICLwas foundedbya formerMsaada
trustee, JimFarrand, inApril 2018 and
was dissolved in January. He was its
soledirector. Company records suggest
it never traded.
Contacted on April 9, the day after

MrMoloney’s assetswere frozenby the
HighCourt,MrKelly told the Sunday
Independent thatMrMoloney andMr
Farrand were both friends of his.
He admitted emailing MrMoloney

in relation toAICL, but insistedhewas
not involved in the company.
Court filings subsequently seen by

theSundayIndependent revealMrKel-
ly emailed Mr Moloney in May 2018,
stating: “Attached necessary stuff for
transfer. I came to a final figure for
year one of £52,200.”
Attached to the email was an in-

SHANE PHELAN

Lottobettingbanamongplansfor
long-delayedgamblingregulator

Betting on the outcome
of theNational Lottery
could soon be banned,

under plans being proposed
by Public Expenditure Min-
ister Michael McGrath.
Minister McGrath wants

to ban bookies fromoffering
punters the chance to place
bets on Lotto numbers.
He has written to Minis-

ter of State for Law Reform
James Browne, asking him
to introduce new legislation
prohibiting bookmakers tak-
ing bets on the outcome of
lottery draws.
Theminister is concerned

bookmakersareundermining
theNational Lottery and the
Euromillionsdraw,byoffering
similar products under the
same brand names—which

●MichaelMcGrath

PHILIP RYAN

he believes ismisleading the
public.
He also fears betting on

lottery results is highly ad-
dictive, and can result in
problem gambling.
MrMcGrathhas also taken

issuewithbookmakers using
marketing practices such as
free bets, discounts and loy-
alty schemes linked to lottery

betting—practiceswhich the
National Lottery is banned
from offering to customers.
TheNationalLottery is run

byPremier Lotteries Ireland,
whose shareholders include
theOntarioTeachers’ Pension
Plan,AnPost and theAnPost
Pension Fund.
Recent research by polling

companyRedC found lottery
bettingaccounts for 8pcof all
gambling in Ireland—which
equates to almost €400m of
thegamblingindustry’sannual
revenue. Polling also showed
35pcofpeoplewhogambleon
lottery resultswouldplay the
National Lottery if bettingon
the outcome was outlawed.
Betting on lottery results is

banned in theUK,where the
government has launched a
majorcrackdownongambling
in recent years.

Minister Brownehas been
working on legislation to in-
troduce a gambling regula-
tor in Ireland who would be
responsible for overseeing
all legislation on betting in
this country.
Theminister is proposing

new laws which will lead to
an outright ban on credit
card gambling.He also plans
to abolish gambling incen-
tives such as special offers,
and to introduceaffordability
checks. These checks would
introduce regulation onhow
much people can gamble,
depending on how much
they earn.
He is alsoplanninga crack-

downoncriminalsusinggam-
bling to laundermoney from
crime. He plans to create a
social fund to help fund ser-
vices for problem gamblers.

●Bóthar founderBillyKelly
signedone email he sent toDavid
Moloneywith ‘SantaClaus’

voice for that amount and proposals
to Bóthar for a project thatwould run
fromMay 2018 to April 2020, offering
grants for entrepreneurs in Rwanda.
MrKelly sentMrMoloneya report to

justify the initial payment of £52,200
in December 2018. He signed off the
email with the name “Santa Claus”.
According toMrLawlor’s affidavit, a

further invoicewas submittedbyAICL
inMay 2019, this time byMr Farrand.
MrMoloney approved the invoice, and
the sum requestedwas paid in two in-
stalments later that month.
InMarchof last year,while theSmith

&Williamson investigationwas being
carried out, Mr Kelly wrote again to
MrMoloney.
“I have been thinking about the in-

quisition and the dangers that could
lay ahead,” he wrote.
“Given the company Jim set up has

been dissolved and the bank account
closed, it might be wise to remove as
much information as possible from
the documentation being given to the
investigators.
“Unfortunately, the original propos-

al mentions that AICL is a registered
UK company, and if this is checked,
it will be seen to have been dissolved
on January 7.
“Let’s hope they don’t enquire too

deeply. If they do, then we will need
Jim to enter the picture, but I would
rather not do that at this stage.”
The email went on to say: “We (or

Jim) can argue that the companywas
set up specifically for this project and
once all of the funds were disbursed,
therewasno further need for the com-
pany or bank account.
“Andonce all of the fundshave been

transferred to Rwanda, the Rwandan
consultants took over the operation
of the scheme.
“Make sure that you delete the cop-

ies of the report with the company
details on them that have been sent
in the past.”
In his affidavit, Mr Lawlor said:

“Plainly, Mr Moloney and Mr Kelly
were discussing how theymight keep
the true nature of these transactions
from Smith &Williamson.”
Mr Kelly did not respond to calls

and texts from the Sunday Independ-
ent seeking comment fromhimabout
the email.

UKambassador
thanksGovernment
forflyingIrishflagat
half-mast

PrincePhiliphonoured
fora lifetimeofservice
As military bands played and a

procession of royals escorted his
coffin to the church, PrincePhilip

was laid to rest yesterday in a funeral
ceremony that honoured his lifetime of
service to theUK, the crownandhiswife
of 73 years, Queen Elizabeth II.
The widowed British monarch, set-

ting an example amid the coronavirus
pandemic, sat alone at the ceremony,
dressed in black and with her head
bowed in prayer.
Philip — who died on April 9, two

months shy of his 100th birthday—was
honoured atWindsorCastle in a service
that was steeped in military and royal
tradition but also pared down and in-
fusedwithhisownpersonality.Theentire
royal procession and funeral took place
out of public view within the grounds
of the castle, a 950-year-old royal resi-
dence 20miles (30km)west of London,
but was shown live on television.
Coronavirus restrictions meant that

instead of the 800 mourners expected
in the longstanding plans for Philip’s
funeral, only 30 people were allowed
inside the castle’s St George’s Chapel,
including the queen, her four children
and her eight grandchildren.
Followingstrict socialdistancingrules,

the queen set an example even in grief,
sitting apart from familymemberswho
were arrayed around the church.
PrinceCharles, the heir to the throne,

sat opposite themonarch alongside his
wife, Camilla. Prince Andrew was two

●Clockwise from top left: The
queen sits alone in thepews; the
Irish flag at half-mast at theÁras;
William,Anne andHarry at the
funeral; PrincePhilip’s coffin

TAZ ALI AND VICTORIA WARD seats to the queen’s left. PrinceWilliam
andhiswife, Kate, sat directly opposite
his brother, PrinceHarry,whohad trav-
elled back from California without his
pregnant wife, Meghan.
People across Britain observed one

minuteof silence inhonourofPhilip just
before the funeral got underway.Under
soft spring sunshine, some locals earlier
stopped outside the castle to leave flow-
ers, but people largely heeded requests
by police and the palace not to gather
because of the pandemic.
TheDuchess of Sussexwrote the card

attachedtoherandPrinceHarry’swreath
by hand, ensuring that, in a small way,
she played a part in the funeral service.
The Duchess, (39), who is heavily

pregnant with their second child, had
hoped to attend the ceremony but was
advised against travelling byher doctor.
Shewaswatching the funeral on tele-

vision at home inMontecito, California.
The couple’s wreath was among nine
family wreaths laid in the Quire of St
George’s Chapel, propped against the
stalls alongside the duke’s coffin.

Meanwhile, it was confirmed that
at his grandfather’s funeral the Duke
of Sussex was wearing his KCVO Neck
Order and Star, Afghanistan Campaign
medal,GoldJubileemedal, andDiamond
Jubilee medal.
A spokesman for Prince Harry high-

lighted the “unique connection” he had
with his grandfather in their shared ac-
tive service— including in combat—as
part of the British Armed Forces.
Henoted that theDuke of Edinburgh

was a decorated Naval officer whose
military career spanned World War
II, while his grandson’s 10 years of ac-
tive-duty service included two tours of
duty on the front lines in Afghanistan.
The Queen stripped the Sussexes of

all official royal titles earlier this year
after they confirmed they would not
return to their roles as working royals.
The funeral was the first occasion to
mark Prince Harry’s change of status.
In a breakwith centuries of royal tra-

dition, the queen decreed that all male
mourners should don morning coats
with medals or day dress, in order to
present a united family front.
Here, the tricolourwas flown at half-

mast on all State buildings tomark the
death of the duke. Áras an Uachtaráin
and Iveagh House were among the
buildingswhere the flagswere lowered.
The UK ambassador to Ireland Paul

Johnston thanked the IrishGovernment
for “this very special gesture”.

ŠSee Foreign, page 20 and
Conor Skehan, page 25
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Anatomy of a fraud: ‘How I stole €1.1m from charity Bóthar’

DISGRACED former Bóthar 
chief executive David Molo-
ney has revealed the elaborate 
scheme he claims he and the 
charity’s co-founder Peter 
 Ireton used to steal €1.1m.

For 20 years, the two men 
concocted fake projects in 
Africa and Eastern Europe 
near the beginning or end of 
the charity’s financial year, 
allowing them to avoid scru-
tiny and pocket the proceeds, 
according to Mr Moloney (56).

Illegitimate payments were 
sometimes mixed up with 

Exclusive 
Shane Phelan 
LEGAL AFFAIRS EDITOR

Mr Moloney detailed how 
more than €240,000 was taken 
from donations to the charity 
and given to staff as Christmas 
bonuses over a 20-year period. 
The money was accounted for 
by associating it with fake pro-
jects in Kosovo and Albania.

legitimate ones so they would 
not be noticed and fake pro-
jects were never recorded in 
the charity’s annual report.

Between them, the two men 
shared around €505,000 in 
cash which was purported to 
have been given to projects 
run by nuns in Tanzania and 
Zambia, Mr Moloney claims.

He alleged Mr Ireton (68), 
who died last month, origi-
nally received the majority of 
the proceeds, but they later 
split the cash evenly.

Mr Moloney said he would 
put Mr Ireton’s “share” of the 
cash in a safe at the co-found-
er’s house, while he would 
bring his own cut home.

He admitted preparing false 
documentation, which Mr Ire-
ton would “proof read”, to 
make the projects appear legit-
imate. 

The money for the fake pro-
jects would then be withdrawn 
from Bóthar’s bank accounts 
using cheques made out to 
cash.

IT EXPERTS have begun a widespread 
audit of Government departments to 
identify other areas that may have been 
subjected to a cybersecurity threat.

Both the FBI and the UK’s National 
Crime Agency will assist the Irish 
investigation into the ransomware hack 
of HSE servers. The attack led to the 
health service’s system shutting down.

Both the Department of Health and the 

Senan Molony, Robin Schiller and 
Eilish O’Regan

:: FBI to help investigate attack on State 

Department of Social Protection have 
been identified as targets of attempted 
attacks.

Last night the Rotunda Hospital was 
forced to cancel a raft of appointments, 
scans and surgeries for this week.

Meanwhile, doctors have been warned 
stroke patients risk delays in getting clot-
busting drugs, while there is a danger of 
blood transfusion errors as hospitals 
grapple with the fallout from the attack. 

Cyber experts 
hunt hidden 
hacking in all  
departments

RETAILERS across the country, like Ruth Ní Loinsigh at her shop Om Diva on Drury Street in Dublin, welcome 
shoppers back to their stores for the first time in five months today as lockdown restrictions ease. The great 
reopening starts as the HSE announces that the first vaccine jabs will be given to people in their 40s by the 
end of this month. PHOTO: MARK CONDREN Reports: Pages 2-3 & 6

Shutters up: Shops reopen as over-40s jab roll-out to begin 
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How I stole €1.1m with founder       of charity – former Bóthar chief 
:: David Moloney claims 
he and Peter Ireton 
shared €505,000 that 
was destined for nuns

:: €240,000 in donations 
used to fund Christmas 
bonuses hidden through 
creation of fake projects

Shane  
Phelan

D ISGRACED for-
mer Bóthar chief 
executive David 
Moloney has 
revealed the elab-

orate scheme he claims he and 
the international aid charity’s 
co-founder Peter Ireton used 
to steal €1.1m.

For 20 years the two men 
concocted fake projects in 
Africa and Eastern Europe 
near the beginning or end of 
the charity’s financial year, 
allowing them to avoid scru-
tiny and pocket the proceeds, 
according to Mr Moloney (56).

Illegitimate payments were 
sometimes mixed up with 
legitimate ones so they would 
not be noticed and fake pro-
jects were never recorded in 
the charity’s annual report.

Between them, the two men 
shared around €505,000 in 
cash which was purported to 
have been given to projects 
run by nuns in Tanzania and 
Zambia, Mr Moloney claims.

He alleged Mr Ireton (68), 
who died last month, origi-
nally received the majority of 
the proceeds, but they later 
split the cash evenly.

Mr Moloney said he would 
put Mr Ireton’s “share” of the 
cash in a safe at the co-found-
er’s house, while he would 
bring his own cut home.

He admitted preparing false 
documentation, which Mr 
Ireton would “proof read”, 
to make the projects appear 
legitimate. The money for the 
fake projects would then be 
withdrawn from Bóthar’s bank 
accounts using cheques made 
out to cash.

Mr Moloney detailed how 
more than €240,000 was taken 
from donations to the Limer-
ick-headquartered charity and 
given to staff as Christmas 
bonuses over a 20-year period. 
The money was accounted for 
by associating it with fake pro-
jects in Kosovo and Albania.

Staff believed the bonuses 
were legitimate and auditors 
were fobbed off when they 
asked questions.

Mr Moloney admitted that 
when he was about to be  

suspended last November 
amid mounting investigations, 
he shredded “a considerable 
amount” of documents and 
deleted emails.

“I did so with the express 
desire to seek to cover my 
unlawful behaviour,” he said.

He resigned in February and 
initially denied wrongdoing. 

The extraordinary account 
of the fraud and attempted 
cover-up was outlined in an 
affidavit filed by Mr Moloney 
in the High Court.

The former chief executive, 
of Newport, Co Tipperary, had 
his assets frozen last month 
following an application from 
the charity, which is seeking 
to recoup the stolen funds. A 
garda investigation is ongoing.

“I am embarrassed, sad-
dened and appalled by my own 
behaviour,” he said.

In the affidavit, Mr Moloney 
insisted he had begun disclos-
ing Mr Ireton’s alleged involve-
ment in fraud to Bóthar’s 
lawyers before the co-found-
er’s body was found at his Lim-
erick home on April 19. 

Gardaí are treating the death 
as a personal tragedy.

The week before he died, Mr 
Ireton told the Irish Independ-
ent he denied any impropriety.

In the affidavit, which was 
opened in the High Court 
last Friday, Mr Moloney also 
implicated another Bóthar 
co-founder, former journalist 
Billy Kelly, and English busi-
nessman Jim Farrand in fraud.

Bóthar was founded in 1991 
following what was initially 
intended to be a once-off airlift 
of dairy heifers to a struggling 
community in Uganda to mark 
Limerick Treaty 300 celebra-
tions. The concept captured 
the public imagination and 
the charity became a house-

hold name, attracting millions 
of euro in donations annually.

Mr Ireton was its first chief 
executive and he recruited Mr 
Moloney in 1995. Mr Moloney 
had previously milked cows at 
a farm Mr Ireton managed.

Mr Moloney succeeded him 
as chief executive in 2011, 
although it is clear Mr Ireton 
remained active in the charity 
for many years afterwards.

According to Mr Moloney, 
Mr Ireton gave him a Irl£500 
Christmas bonus in 1995. He 
had not asked for the money, 
but accepted it. More bonuses 
were paid in following years.

At some point between 1995 
and 1998 Bóthar’s auditors 
Grant Thornton queried the 
withdrawals used to pay the 
bonuses. 

The questions were dealt 
with by an accountant for the 
charity, Mr Moloney said.

In 1999 the account from 
which bonus money was taken 
was changed “to assist with 
hiding the transactions”.

In October that year, Mr 
Moloney said he also started 
creating “fraudulent docu-
ments” with Mr Ireton to mask 
the nature of the payments as 
they were becoming substan-
tial and for all full-time staff. 

This involved creating fake 
invoices requesting funds for 
fictitious projects from ficti-
tious organisations to quaran-
tine livestock, train families or 
build units for animals.

“These projects were com-
monly from eastern Euro-
pean countries. It was Mr 
Ireton who would suggest 
the amount for the Christmas 
bonus each year and I would 
create a fraudulent project and 
documentation around the fig-
ure,” he said.

Mr Moloney said Irl£12,000 

(€15,236) and €225,580 was 
paid out in bonuses to staff 
between 1999 and 2019. He 
said apart from himself, Mr 
Ireton, and from 2011, a com-
pany accountant, staff under-
stood the payments to be 
legitimate. This accountant 
“was not aware of the other 
fraudulent projects/payments 
apart from the Christmas 
bonus scheme”, he said.

According to Mr Moloney, 
he and Mr Ireton began lining 
their pockets to a much larger 
extent in 1999 by manufactur-
ing fraudulent charitable pro-
jects, mainly in Africa.

“From 1999, a number of 
fraudulent projects, or false 
items on invoices, were cre-
ated to create deflection for 
the cash withdrawals from 
[Bóthar’s] bank accounts, 
which we took for our own 
benefit,” he said.

Most of these frauds related 
to purported donations and 
funding for projects run by 
the Daughters of Mary Immac-
ulate (DMI) and the Daughters 
of Mercy in Tanzania and the 
Rosary Sisters in Zambia.

Mr Moloney claims that 
between 1999 and 2019, he and 
Mr Ireton shared sums total-
ling Irl£24,800 (€31,489) and 
€474,053 in connection with 
these sham projects.

Cash would be withdrawn 
from the charity’s bank 
accounts to make the pur-
ported charitable payments 
close to the end of the finan-
cial year or beginning of the 
financial year. This was done 
so withdrawals would appear 
in financial statements “with a 
year gap between to avoid any 
trend being apparent”.

The identity of the organisa-
tion purportedly receiving the 
cash was usually changed after 
a year or two. This was done in 
“an attempt to disguise the 
wrongdoing and hide a trend 
of a beneficiary benefiting fre-
quently”, Mr Moloney said.

“The documents would have 
been created by me, proof read 
by Mr Ireton, and submitted 
to the internal accountant to 
raise a cheque for cash. Mr 
Ireton and I would take these 
monies,” he said.

Staff would accompany him 
to withdraw the money from 
the bank but had no knowl-
edge it was part of a fraud. Mr 
Moloney said they believed he 
would be providing the funds 
in person to representatives of 
the religious orders. 

“Indeed, it was known within 
the office that the withdrawal 
was ‘for the nuns’,” he said.

Mr Moloney said the chari-
ty’s board was kept in the dark 
about the fictitious projects.

“I would put the share of the 
cash misappropriated due to 
Mr Ireton into his safe at his 
home, or at a safe in Bóthar’s 
offices. I would take my share 
and retain it, in cash, at my 
home,” he said.

Between 1999 to 2009, Mr 
Ireton generally took a larger 
sum, he claimed. 

“Some of the cash payments 
in respect of fraudulently cre-
ated projects, such as the DMI 
Tanzania project, were shared 
on a one-third in favour of 
[me] and two-thirds in favour 
of Mr Ireton basis,” he said.

“From 2010 onwards, there 
was always a 50:50 split of cash 
payments, of any sort, between 
[me] and Mr Ireton.”

The only exception to this 
sharing arrangement was 
in respect of a fictitious cus-
toms charge of €37,200 for the 
Rwanda Ark project, an air-
lifting of livestock to the east 
African country in 2016.

This fraud involved Mr Molo-
ney doctoring an email from a 
Rwandan official to include 
the fake customs charge.

“We discussed fraudulently 
creating an invoice for Rwan-
dan customs, in order to 
fraudulently obtain further 
cash funds for our benefit. 
We jointly came up with the 
figure of €37,200, being 10pc 
of the value of the costs of the 
livestock and medication pro-
vided,” he said.

The fake customs demand 
was mixed in with entirely 
legitimate costs in an invoice 

and Mr Moloney created a 
Rwandan customs stamp and 
other false documentation 
before personally withdrawing 
the money from the bank.

“These funds were provided 
by me, as a cash payment, to 
Mr Ireton on his return from 
holidays in Spain in autumn 
2016 as a gift for his founding 
of the organisation and all the 
work he had done,” he said.

According to Mr Moloney, 
another fraud by him and Mr 
Ireton involved a purported 
payment of €34,200 to Ken-
ya-based Spiritan priest Father 
David Conway in 2015.

Again, he said he created 
fraudulent documents to legit-
imise the withdrawal of the 
cash. The money was shared 
by him and Mr Ireton on a 
50:50 basis, he claimed. 

Legitimate donations had 
been made to Fr Conway in 
2014 and 2016.

Mr Moloney said that apart 
from himself, Mr Ireton and 
Mr Kelly, no other employee, 
board member or founder 
member of the charity partic-
ipated in fraud.

While there was a grant 
approval committee system 
in place to scrutinise pro-
posed payments, Mr Moloney 
said “there was not much 
oversight” as he was on the 
committee and would make 
presentations in favour of the 
payments being made.

This included an alleged 
fraud involving an English 
company called Agriculture 
Innovation Consultants Lim-
ited (AICL), which received 
Stg£110,000 from Bóthar 

in 2018 and 2019. Mr Molo-
ney said he, Mr Kelly and Mr  
Farrand “concocted” the com-
pany, which never traded, to 
facilitate payments for their 
benefit.

Mr Kelly relocated from Lim-
erick to Dorset some years 
ago and founded Msaada, a 
UK charity which did similar 
work to Bóthar. Mr Farrand 
was a trustee of Msaada.

Mr Moloney said AICL was 
“classified as providing con-
sultancy services” to Bóthar, 
but no such services were 
provided. He claimed he got 
Stg£36,000 from the fraud, 
Mr Kelly Stg£40,000 and Mr 
Farrand Stg£20,000.

In the affidavit, he alleged 
Mr Kelly created “fraudulent 
documentation for AICL” in 
2018 and payments were made 

to it by Bóthar via electronic 
transfer.

Mr Moloney said he received 
Stg£18,000 “to facilitate the 
fraudulent payment fees” in 
a hotel in London prior to a 
Msaada fundraiser at Lord’s 
Cricket Club in 2018.

He said he later received a 
further Stg£18,000 from Mr 
Kelly in two partial payments, 
one of which was made at a 
hotel close to Paddington Sta-
tion in London.

The small amount of the 
funds not taken by the three 
men was used to assist a small 
project in Kigali, Kenya, which 
Msaada supported, he said.

Mr Moloney said Mr Kelly 
informed him in mid-April he 
had given the Stg£40,000 back 
to Bóthar by way of restitution.

Under pressure to provide 

answers to investigators 
appointed by the charity last 
year, Mr Moloney said he 
turned to Mr Kelly for help to 
cover up another fraudulent 
payment he had taken.

He said he asked Mr Kelly 
to provide a false invoice for 
€4,400 from Msaada to cor-
roborate the payment. The 
false invoice provided related 
to flights and accommodation 
for a visit to Rwanda, he said.

Mr Moloney went on to make 
a range of other admissions 
and allegations in his affidavit.

These included a claim that 
Mr Ireton awarded him a thir-
teenth month salary payment 
to increase his income.

As a result he received addi-
tional income of €44,084.

Mr Moloney admitted manip-
ulating credit card expenses 
to include personal spend-
ing. He disputed the amount 
involved was €26,034, as 
alleged by Bóthar, but admit-
ted to €12,258 of this. He also 
accepted he should not have 
claimed €3,916 for family hol-
iday flights in 2018 and 2019.

In the affidavit, he outlined 
that the overall value of three 
pensions he has from Bóthar 
was €724,000, but he accepted 
that one of the pensions, which 
he claimed Mr Ireton helped 
him set up, was fraudulent.

He also referred to 33 valu-
able gold coins which were 
bequeathed to Bóthar by a 
donor. These had been kept in 
a safe at the charity’s office.

According to Mr Moloney, 
Mr Ireton took the coins from 
the safe in 2016 and suggested 
they could be sold to pay for 
stamps for letters to contact 
donors if the charity ever 
found itself “on its last legs”.

He said he last saw the coins 
on Mr Ireton’s kitchen counter 
in 2016 and that it was possible 
they were kept by him.

Just what Mr Moloney did 
with all the money he stole 
was not well explained.

“I used the misappropriated 
funds to fund my lifestyle, a 
lifestyle I could not otherwise 
afford, especially at Christmas. 
I was generous with cash on 
family birthdays and also for 
friends,” he said.

But he provided little fur-
ther detail, beyond the fact he 
never put any of the money 
in the bank. He  said he was 
“deeply sorry” for the damage 
he had caused to Bóthar and 
the charities sector.

“I wish to take every step 
possible to rectify the position 
[Bóthar] now finds itself in, 
including making restitution, 
insofar as I can do so, having 
regard to my assets and the 
wrongdoing I have commit-
ted,” he said.

His assets include a family 
home, an investment property 
and his pensions. But they 
could soon also include a par-
cel of land in Uganda. 

Mr Moloney said Mr Ireton 
had included him in his will, 
leaving him a share in two 
plots of land in Kampala.

Partners: 
A court 
affidavit 
from former 
dairyman 
David 
Moloney 
(above left) 
says he and  
Peter Ireton 
(above) 
shared 
€505,000 of 
charity cash

‘I am 
saddened 
and 
appalled 
by my  
own 
behaviour’

Named: 
Bóthar 
co-founder 
and former 
journalist 
Billy Kelly

The Bothar fraud  
in numbers

€1.1m 
 The overall sum Bóthar 
believes was misappropriated

€505,000
Money “for the nuns” allegedly 
shared by ex-CEO David 
Moloney and co-founder Peter 
Ireton between 1999 and 2019

€240,000
Donor money paid to Bóthar 
staff as Christmas bonuses 
between 1999 and 2019

€37,200
Fraudulently obtained sum 
allegedly “gifted” to Peter 
Ireton

€12,258
Expenses fraudulently claimed 
by David Moloney

€3,916
Cost of flights claimed by 
David Moloney for family 
holidays

33
Number of gold coins donated 
to Bóthar and possibly taken by 
Peter Ireton
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Mother told gardaí how she killed her three children, court hears
Shane Phelan 
LEGAL AFFAIRS EDITOR

A MOTHER who suffocated 
her three children to death 
told gardaí her son pleaded 
“stop mum” as she pulled a 
bag over his head, the Central 
Criminal Court has heard.

The admission was made by 
Deirdre Morley (44) during an 
interview with gardaí just days 
after she took the lives of her 
two sons Conor McGinley (9) 
and Darragh McGinley (7) and 
daughter Carla McGinley (3). 

During an  interview with 
gardaí, she admitted what she 
had done was “horrific” and 
said: “I just want them back.”

Ms Morley, who worked 
as a nurse at Crumlin Chil-
dren’s Hospital and suffered 
from depression,  smothered 
her children at their home 
in  Newcastle, Co Dublin, on 
January 24, 2020. She has 
pleaded not guilty to murder 
by reason of insanity. A note 
left beside  Conor’s body said: 
“I had to take them with me. 
It is my fault. I am broke and 
couldn’t be saved or fixed.”

Tragic: Deirdre Morley with husband Andrew McGinley and their children Conor, Darragh and Carla. Ms Morley has pleaded not guilty to murder by reason of insanity Full story, Pages 10-11

:: Bulk-buy stamp duty hiked to 10pc but Martin and Varadkar clash after Taoiseach says housing ‘priority’

New ‘cuckoo’ rules split Coalition
Hugh O’Connell                       
and Gabija Gataveckaite

THE crackdown on cuckoo 
funds buying up housing 
estates is leading to fresh divi-
sions in the Coalition, the Irish 
Independent can reveal.

Two disagreements unfolded 

at Cabinet last night as the Tao-
iseach and the Tánaiste clashed 
over the Government prioritis-
ing the housing crisis and the 
Greens raised concerns about 
excluding apartments from the 
new plan. 

Housing Minister Darragh 
O’Brien and Finance Minister 

Paschal Donohoe announced 
planning and tax changes 
aimed at curbing the influence 
of investment funds in the 
housing market. Stamp duty 
on the purchase of 10 or more 
houses will rise to 10pc from 
midnight tonight and act as 
a “significant disincentive” to 

bulk purchasing of new homes, 
Mr Donohoe said. 

Meanwhile, Mr O’Brien is 
introducing a new “owner-oc-
cupier guarantee” to enable 
local authorities to designate 
50pc of units in a new develop-
ment for owner-occupiers. 

But a disagreement arose 

towards the end of the Cabinet 
meeting after Micheál Martin 
told ministers housing was 
the “number one priority” for 
the Government. Leo Varadkar 
intervened to say this had not 
been agreed and questioned 
what it meant in practice. 

Green Party leader Eamon 

Ryan said excluding apart-
ments from the plan would 
send out a signal that apart-
ments in city centre locations 
are for renting and that people 
should move to the suburbs 
when they can afford to buy.
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News News

‘I just want them 
back’ – mum 
told gardaí how 
she killed her 
three children
:: Graphic details of 
three children’s final 
moments heard in court

:: Jury told it will hear 
evidence mum suffered 
from mental disorder

Shane Phelan 
LEGAL AFFAIRS EDITOR

A MOTHER who suffocated 
her three children told gardaí 
her son pleaded “Stop mum” 
as she pulled a bag over his 
head, the Central Criminal 
Court has heard.

The admission was made 
by Deirdre Morley (44) dur-
ing an interview with gardaí 
only  days after she took the 
lives of her two sons, Conor 
McGinley (9) and Darragh 
McGinley (7), and daughter 
Carla McGinley (3).

During one of three inter-
views conducted after their 
deaths, she admitted to detec-
tives what she had done was 
“horrific” and said: “I just want 
them back.”

Ms Morley, who worked as a 
nurse at Crumlin Children’s 
Hospital, said she used sticky 
tape, plastic bags and cush-
ions to smother her children at 
their home in Parson’s Court, 
Newcastle, Co Dublin, on Jan-
uary 24 last year while her hus-
band, Andrew McGinley, was 
on business in Cork.

Mr McGinley discovered 
their bodies when he returned 
home that evening.

Ms Morley, who has pleaded 
not guilty to their murders by 
reason of insanity, told gardaí 
she had been suffering from 
depression for several months 
before the killings and had 
thought about taking her own 
life.

She suffered a breakdown 
in July 2019, after which she 
spent a period at St Patrick’s 
Hospital in Dublin.

However, it was only in the 
week before the tragedy that 
she thought about taking the 
lives of the children too.

“I never wanted to hurt them. 
I started to feel I had damaged 
them and they were broken, 
like me,” she said.

Ms Morley told gardaí she 
did not tell anyone she was 
suicidal or had thoughts of 
murdering the children.

She said her husband did 
not know her worries were as 
severe as they were.

“It wasn’t his fault,” she told 
detectives.

The court heard Ms Morley 
passed out from medication 
and alcohol before she could 
follow through on her plan to 
take her own life after ending 
those of her children.

Opening the case, prosecu-
tion counsel Anne-Marie Law-
lor told a jury of 10 men and 
two women there would be a 
“distressing” level of detail in 
the account they would hear.

“In this case, there is no issue 
as to what happened and how 
the children died,” she said.

But she told jurors that a per-
son was to be found not guilty 
by reason of insanity if they 
were suffering from a mental 
disorder such that they should 
not be held responsible.

There were three elements 
to this, she said. One was 
that the person did not know 
what they were doing, the 
second was that they did not 
know what they were doing 
was wrong  and the third was 
whether they had the capacity 
to refrain from the act.

During an examination of 
the lead investigator in the 
case, Detective Sergeant 
Dara Kenny, Ms Lawlor read 
excerpts from Ms Morley’s 
garda interviews to the jury.

The court heard Ms Morley 
had sought to kill the children 
the night before  and had put 
morphine in cereal she gave to 
the two boys and a painkiller 
called Tylex in Carla’s drink. 

But the children spat out the 
food and drink as they did not 
like the taste and the idea was 
abandoned. She told gardaí 
she was relieved her plan had 
not transpired.

The following morning, 
while Conor had gone to 
school, his brother Darragh 
had remained at home with 
his little sister Carla.

Seven-year-old Darragh was 
the first to be killed.

Ms Morley told gardaí they 
had a disagreement over the 
amount of “screen time” he 
was having on an iPad and 
watching television that morn-
ing.

She said that shortly after-
wards she remembered look-
ing at the clock and thinking: 
“I could smother him now. I 
could kill him now.”

“Something clicked with me 
or something changed,” she 
said.

Ms Morley said she cut some 
pieces of brown tape and took 
a plastic bag from under the 
sink around 12.10pm.

Asked by gardaí what hap-
pened next, she said: “I don’t 
remember clearly. I think he 
was just giving out, not hav-
ing his screens, having a ter-
rible life or having a terrible 
morning or things not going 
his way.

“I think I just reached for the 
tape and put it on his mouth.”

Ms Morley said he was stand-
ing in the living room at this 
stage and tried to scream. 

She forced him down on the 
ground into a play tent erected 
in the room, put a bag on his 
head and put a pillow on top.

She said he struggled under 
her for a number of minutes. 
After he was dead, she carried 
his body to a bedroom upstairs 
and laid him on the bed.

Asked by gardaí what she 
was thinking at that point, 
she replied: “I was thinking I 
wanted to stop but I couldn’t. 
That I didn’t want to do it but 
I felt I had to. Because I had 
started to do it.”

She accepted that if she had 
not killed him, the subsequent 
smothering of his siblings 
would not have happened.

The court heard Ms Morley 
received a text from a niece 
about preparations for a wed-
ding at 12.39pm, to which she 
replied: “So exciting.” 

She told gardaí she believed 
Darragh was dead by that 
stage.

Carla was the next to die. 

Tragedy: 
Andrew 
McGinley 
and children 
Conor, Carla 
and Darragh

The three-year-old had been 
watching Trolls when her 
mother picked her up and put 
a bag over her head and then 
pressed down on her with a 
cushion. 

After taking her body 
upstairs, Ms Morley realised 
her daughter was not dead and 
she proceeded to suffocate her 
again.

Ms Morley then went to 
collect Conor from school at 
1.50pm. She told gardaí she 
took him out of school early so 
she would have enough time 
to kill him and herself before 
her husband came home.

They stopped at Tesco on the 
way home and Conor bought a 
sandwich roll.

At 1.58pm, her husband was 
in contact to say he had to go 
to a wake that evening but 
would be home afterwards. 

The court heard there would 
be other phone calls between 
them later in the day, during 
which Ms Morley behaved 
normally.

Conor went into the play tent 
in the living room to watch a 
movie when they got home.

Ms Morley told gardaí she 
got a different role of tape, one 
that was stronger and thicker 
than the one she used on Dar-
ragh.

“I am sitting there with the 
tape in my hand and I am ask-

ing him questions about the 
movie,” she said.

“I am thinking, ‘I can’t do 
this. This is awful’. And then 
I am thinking, ‘I can’t not do 
this because the other two are 
dead and how would he be if 
he knew his mother killed his 
siblings’.”

She said after 15 minutes of 
the movie she put tape on her 
mouth and told her son she 
used to play a game in school 
to see who could talk through 
the tape.

“I put the tape on him and he 
tried to talk through it. Then 
I said let’s put the bag on and 
see if you can talk with the 
bag,” she said.

Ms Morley said she put the 
bag on him, turned him over 
and pulled the bag tightly.

“He said,  ‘Mum, stop’. And I 
said,  “I’m really sorry’ ,and I 
just pulled the bag tighter and 
put a cushion over him,” she 
said.

Post-mortem examinations 
by Assistant State Patholo-
gist Dr Margot Bolster deter-
mined the children died from 
asphyxia due to compressions 
of the chest area and airways.

Ms Lawlor said statements 
from teachers at Conor and 
Darragh’s school and Carla’s 
creche demonstrated they 
were all impeccably well-be-
haved children who were cher-

ished by all who knew them.
She said a lengthy statement 

from their father about the 
children and how they all got 
on as a family demonstrated 
unequivocally they were fan-
tastic children. 

Ms Morley left the house at 
4.10pm and drove off in her 
car. She had taken a variety of 
drugs, including Oxycontin, 
Xanax and Duloxetine and 
brought a bottle of wine with 
her. At 5.10pm she received a 
call from her husband, who 
updated her that he would be 
back around 7pm.

The court heard that at 
5.35pm she had a minor crash 
into a lamppost at a grassy 
area near a bridge over the N7 
between Newcastle and Rath-
coole. A nurse called Deirdre 
Gorman came across the acci-
dent and was concerned Ms 
Morley was unwell.

She insisted on driving her 
home and dropped her off at 
Parson’s Court.

Ms Gorman said Ms Morley 
looked “disconnected”, but 
assured her she “would be 
OK”, so Ms Gorman left.

Shortly afterwards, Ms Mor-
ley called a taxi and went to 
Rathcoole.

After being dropped off there 
she walked to the flyover.

Another taxi driver, Paul 
O’Callaghan, saw her and it 

was apparent to him she was 
in a state of distress.

He was assisted by another 
woman, Stephanie Bradshaw, 
to put her into his taxi and 
he drove her back to Parson’s 
Court.

On the way, Ms Morley lost 
consciousness. Mr O’Cal-
laghan called an ambulance, 
which arrived at 7.10pm.

The court heard two gardaí 
were in the estate on other 
business at the same time and 
were alerted.

A neighbour rang Mr McGin-
ley at 7.14pm and he said he 

was nearly home. He arrived 
at 7.21pm.

He called the couple’s child-
minder to see where the chil-
dren were, only to be told they 
were not with her.

“He entered the house along 
with ambulance crew and fire 
brigade staff,” Det Sgt Kenny 
said.

The court heard Mr McGin-
ley found his son Conor first. 

The boy’s feet were protrud-
ing from inside the play tent.

Ambulance staff went 
upstairs and found the other 
two children.

Efforts were made by them 
to stop Mr McGinley coming 
into the bedroom where they 
lay, but these were unsuccess-
ful, Ms Lawlor said.

“The level of distress was 
extraordinarily high for obvi-
ous reasons,” Ms Lawlor said.

Ms Morley had left a note on 
a bicycle at the bottom of the 
stairs.

It read: “Don’t go. Front 
room. Upstairs. Phone 911. I 
am sorry.”

Another note beside Conor’s 
body read: “I am so sorry. I see 
no future with disturbance 
and mental illness. I had to 
take them with me. It is my 
fault. I am broke and couldn’t 
be saved or fixed.

“I have love and support. But 
I couldn’t continue to live with 
myself. I am so sorry.”

Ms Lawlor said the court 
would hear evidence from 
consultant  psychiatrists Dr 
Mary Davoren and Dr Brenda 
Wright who prepared reports 
on behalf of the prosecution 
and defence.

Both concluded Ms Morley 
had a mental disorder  and 
that she could not imagine 
her children would ever live 
healthy lives and believed their 
best interests were served by 
taking their lives.

The case continues before 
Mr Justice Paul Coffey.

Tribute: Soft 
toys are left 
outside the 
McGinley 
house after 
the children’s 
deaths

‘I think 
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‘Fracked 
gas ban not 
possible’ 
– Attorney 
General
Caroline O’Doherty

THE Attorney General has 
said it is not possible for 
Ireland to legislate for a ban 
on fracked gas imports. 

Government legal adviser 
Paul Gallagher said all the 
Coalition can do is adopt a 
policy statement that it does 
not support imports.

That policy statement says 
the “widespread use” of 
fracked gas is not compatible 
with Ireland’s climate 
objectives.

It says it would not be 
appropriate at the moment 
to permit the development 
of terminals in Ireland for 
the importation of LNG 
(liquefied natural gas), the 
form in which fracked gas is 
transported.

The statement adds any 
further decision will be taken 
following an energy security 
review currently under way.

“The review will inform 
whether it would be 
appropriate, or not, to develop 
LNG terminals in Ireland and, 
if any such terminals were 
to be developed, whether 
they should only be in order 
to provide a contingency 
supply in the event of failure 
of existing natural gas supply 
infrastructure,” it says.

Mr Gallagher said a 
legislative ban is not possible 
because Ireland is bound by 
European Union treaties and 
laws governing the internal 
energy market.

The policy statement says: 
“Changes to international 
rules, such as European 
energy laws, could facilitate 
the future implementation of 
a legal ban or restriction on 
the importation of fracked 
gas.

“The upcoming revision 
of the European Union’s 
Gas Directive and Gas 
Regulation provides one such 
opportunity for Ireland and 
like-minded member states to 
promote and support changes 
to these laws that would allow 
the importation of fracked 
gas to be restricted.”

Climate Action Minister 
Eamon Ryan said he would 
push the EU for changes.

“Fracked gas causes 
environmental damage 
both locally where it is 
extracted and globally, and 
Ireland, having banned 
its exploitation onshore, 
should not impose these 
environmental risks on other 
communities around the 
globe,” Mr Ryan said.

“I remain as determined 
as ever to halt the damage 
caused by fracking and will 
pursue all opportunities at a 
European level and also at an 
international level to do so.”
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News

Doctors wanted Deirdre Morley to be 
admitted to psychiatric hospital two 
months before tragedy but she refused

DOCTORS wanted Deirdre 
Morley admitted as an in- 
patient to a psychiatric hospi-
tal just two months before she 
killed her three young chil-
dren, but she refused to go.

The 44-year-old paediatric 
nurse resisted the urgings of 
her local mental health ser-
vice, which sought to refer her 
for in-patient treatment at St 
Patrick’s Hospital in Dublin in 
November 2019.

Ms  Morley told the service 
she did not want to be away 
from the children, her trial 
heard this week.

The issue is likely to be cen-
tral to any investigation into 
her diagnosis, treatment and 
medication before the trag-
edy. Her heartbroken husband, 
Andrew McGinley, has sought 
an inquiry after Ms Morley was 
found not guilty of murder by 
reason of insanity by a jury at 
the Central Criminal Court on 
Thursday.

She had admitted smother-
ing Conor (9), Darragh (7) and 
Carla McGinley (3) at their 
home in Newcastle, Co Dublin, 
on January 24 last year while 
her husband was away with 
work. Two psychiatrists con-
cluded she was legally insane 
at the time.

Mr McGinley only discov-
ered after their deaths that his 
wife’s GP had written to Clon-
dalkin Mental Health Services 
about a possible referral to St 
Patrick’s two months before 
the killings. 

He has said it is not clear to 
him what happened between 
then and the date the trag-
edy occurred, and that he had 
received no contact from the 
HSE since then.

Ms Morley’s trial heard she 
kept the full extent of her 
illness concealed from those 
closest to her, including her 
husband. She had been on 
anti-depressant drugs for 
over two years and had previ-
ously spent a short period at 
St Patrick’s in July 2019 after 
expressing  suicidal thoughts.

The disclosure at her trial 
of Ms Morley’s tortured men-
tal health history has put the 
spotlight on the professional 
care she received.

In the two years before the 
killings, she attended her GP, 
Clondalkin Mental Health 
Services, counselling, cogni-
tive behavioural therapy and 
St Patrick’s.

The court heard that during 
that time, she was prescribed 
at least five different anti- 
depressant drugs at various 
stages and the diagnoses she 
received were less serious 
than those reached by consult-

ant psychiatrists after the kill-
ings, when it was determined 
she had slipped into delusion 
and psychosis.

Ms Morley convinced herself 
her children had been dam-
aged as a result of her mental 
illness and had no future.

She later expressed regret 
and remorse, but told gardaí 
she had been unable to stop 
herself. “I just want them 
back,” she said.

Mr McGinley has said that if 
his wife’s diagnosis was ques-
tionable before the tragedy, 
then surely so too was her 
treatment and medication.

It appears the decision on 
whether to refer Ms Morley to 
St Patrick’s in November 2019 
was left up to her, even though 
under the Mental Health Act 
2001 a patient can be encour-
aged to have an advocate, such 
as their spouse.

In the week before the GP’s 
letter, Ms Morley’s mental 
health had deteriorated to the 
extent she had been unable to 
take the children to school and 
was in bed all day.

Her GP noted she had a pas-
sive death wish. “I just want to 
evaporate,” she told the doctor.

Clondalkin Mental Health 
Services agreed she should be 
admitted to St Patrick’s and 
diagnosed her with “a moder-
ate depressive episode”.

When she refused to go to St 
Patrick’s, she was advised to 

continue on her current medi-
cation and to also attend a day 
hospital. This was an alterna-
tive to an in-patient admission, 
where a patient presents every 
day at a mental health setting 
to be seen by psychiatric doc-
tors and engage in therapies.

However, by the end of 
November, she no longer 
wanted to continue in the day 
hospital. Her trial heard she 
was advised to draw on the 
skills she had learned at cog-
nitive behavioural therapy and 
to continue on her medication.

Much of this evidence was 
outlined to the court by foren-
sic psychiatrist Dr Brenda 
Wright, a witness for the 
defence, who found Ms Mor-
ley had been suffering from 
 bipolar affective disorder.

Dr Wright reviewed all avail-
able documents regarding Ms 
Morley’s medical history.

Words such as “worthless-
ness” and “guilt” were repeat-
edly recorded in the medical 
notes. These, Dr Wright said, 
were red flags for an emerging 
psychotic illness.

The court heard Ms Morley 
had various difficulties with 
her mental health stretching 

Guilt: Ms Morley, pictured with her family, told her local health service she did not want to be away from the children, her trial heard
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back to 1996. She began to 
receive counselling in 2009 
due to work-related stress 
after she became a clinical 
nurse specialist at Crumlin 
Children’s Hospital.

She began attending coun-
selling again in 2014, when 
Darragh was aged two. Her 
second child was much more 
boisterous and would lash out. 

Ms Morley fretted she was 
not giving him enough or the 
right kind of attention and 
would not accept reassurances 
this was just a phase. “When I 
was in the thick of it, there 
was no talking to me,” she said 
 during one consultation.

She continued to attend 
counselling following her 
mother’s death in 2015.

In March 2018, she took 12 
weeks off as she was finding 
work “very stressful”. Accord-
ing to GP records, she began 
to have difficulty sleeping and 
could not enjoy things. 

Her mood ebbed and flowed 
in the following months.

By that June, her GP had rec-
ommended anti-depressants, 
but she did not begin taking 
them until October.

That month, she was 
recorded as being “tearful” 
during a consultation.

She felt overwhelmed look-
ing after the children and, 
later that month, described 
being anxious and agitated.

At that point, she was 
referred to Clondalkin Mental 
Health Services. It was later 
recorded she recalled losing 
10 pounds over six weeks.

After her referral, her 
anti-depressant was changed 
and she was diagnosed with 
mixed anxiety depression.

By January 2019, she was 
considering returning to work.

The following month, she 
described having a fantasy. 
“That I am in an apartment in 
Paris. No children. Just me.”

She returned to work that 
month, but managed only two 
days as she felt overwhelmed 
and could not make decisions.

At that time, she was also 

seeing a psychologist and an 
occupational therapist weekly.

Her anti-depressant medica-
tion was changed again, and 
by June 2019 she was reported 
to being doing well at work.

However, the following 
month her GP noted she felt 
increasingly flat and dis-
tant, with no motivation. She 
could not concentrate and her 
thoughts were jumbled.

She was having constant 
thoughts of suicide but had 
made no plan or attempt.

This was the first mention of 
suicidal thoughts in her med-
ical records. It was also docu-
mented at that time: “Doesn’t 
want to be around the chil-
dren. Doesn’t feel she can go 
back to the house.”

She was admitted to St 
Patrick’s on July 6, 2019, but 
was discharged after a short 
period. Doctors concluded 
she had suffered a moderate 
depressive episode. She was 
put on a combination of two 
antidepressants and a sedative 
to help her sleep. 

It was noted she displayed 
excessive guilt and poor self-
worth, with early morning 
wakening and extremely poor 
concentration, but her suicidal 
thoughts were gone.

“Those features of early 
morning wakening and poor 
concentration would be highly 
suggestive of a significant 
depressive illness,” Dr Wright 
told the trial.

Just four months later, she 
was urged to return to St 
 Patrick’s but refused. It is 
impossible to know whether 
things would have been dif-
ferent if she had. However, Mr 
McGinley hopes an inclusive 
investigation will be launched 
that will inform clinicians in 
their practice and help avoid 
tragedies like this happen-
ing again. The HSE said if Mr 
McGinley wanted to speak to 
a member of Mental Health 
Services, it would arrange this.

St Patrick’s Hospital said 
it supported his call for an 
independent inclusive investi-
gation into Ms Morley’s treat-
ment. “It is imperative that we 
identify what can be learned 
from this tragic event,” it said.

Taoiseach Micheál Martin 
said he would engage with the 
health minister and the HSE 
on issues including the inclu-
sion of patients’ families in the 
treatment of mental illness.

“Our heart goes out to the 
family – such a shocking, 
shocking event – and I think 
that’s hit the nation hard 
and I think we need to do 
everything we can to respond 
to this in an intelligent, sensi-
tive way, that can try and pre-
vent such very, very sad events 
into the future,” he said.

The issue is likely to be central to any 
inquiry into her diagnosis, medication 
and treatment before the tragedy
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