
The Football Association of Ireland
picked up the bill for almost €1m of
John Delaney’s personal expendi-
ture during his last five years as
chief executive, an unpublished
report commissioned by the state
has found. 

Champagne Football, a new
book serialised today in The Sun-
day Times, reveals the findings of
the investigation carried out by
Kosi Corporation, a Newry-based
accountancy firm hired by Sport
Ireland to investigate the FAI’s
finances. The report was never
published but instead forwarded
to gardai and the Office of the
Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment (ODCE) last November. 

The book reveals that Delaney,
who was on a salary of €360,000 a
year before he resigned last Sep-
tember, also cost the FAI about
€1m in “excess” spending, which
included €125,000 in personal
expenditure on his FAI credit card.
This included about €50,000 in
279 cash withdrawals between
2015 and 2019. 

Other personal spending by
Delaney on his FAI credit card
included jewellery, limousines,
hotels and online shopping sites.
Kosi found another FAI executive
had used the work credit card to
pay for five spa treatments in Del-
aney’s name at a cost of €1,000 at a
luxury hotel in Turkey in 2018.

The FAI’s expenditure on Del-
aney also included €316,000 in
legal fees for defamation cases he
took in relation to the Rio Olympic
ticketing scandal in 2016. Separate

graded system of Covid-19 preva-
lence from level one for a low pres-
ence to level five for a dangerous
outbreak. It is not clear when the
new attendance figures will be
introduced, but it could be as early
as next weekend. 

The spokeswoman said the
government would also consider
adopting the EU’s draft traffic-light
system for aviation, which would
replace the policy of quarantine
and self-isolation with testing. 

The policy will rank EU member
states as red, orange or green
destinations according to the
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Live sport to score return of fans
The former mixed martial arts
champion Conor McGregor was
arrested yesterday following alle-
gations of indecent exposure and
attempted sexual assault at a bar in
Corsica. 

The island’s prosecutor’s office
told a news agency: “Following a
complaint filed on September 10
denouncing acts that could be
described as attempted sexual
assault and sexual exhibition,
McGregor was the subject of a hear-
ing by the gendarmerie services.” 

A spokesman for McGregor told

Conor McGregor arrested over ‘indecency’
On Friday, he claimed on

Twitter that the US Anti-Doping
Agency (Usada), which conducts
drug tests for the UFC, had
approached his yacht, even though
he retired from the sport in June —
the third time he has announced
his retirement in four years.

“What’s going on here UFC?
Usada has just arrived to my yacht
this morning for testing? I’ve
retired guys!” he tweeted. 

“But go on then, I’ll allow them
to test me. It’s all natural here,
baby. Forever and always. 180km
across the Mediterranean Sea
tomorrow. Let’s go.” 

Crowds of at least 5,000 are to be
allowed to attend big games at
stadiums such as Croke Park and
the Aviva under new rules to bring
spectators back to live sport
events, the government has said.

Attendances of 200 will be per-
mitted at club matches and small
sports venues under the new Liv-
ing with Covid roadmap going to
cabinet this week.

Government sources, however,
said ministers may raise that to
500 on Tuesday when they debate
a set of recommendations from the Continued on page 2 →

Julianne Corr National Public Health Emergency
Team (Nphet). The 5,000 cap on
attendances at large stadiums
could also be raised.

“The government wants to see
supporters returning to matches,”
a spokeswoman said. “The tao-
iseach and the tanaiste have been
clear this is what we want to
achieve, but the numbers will be
dependent on the level of Covid
threat at any given point in time.” 

Nphet yesterday reported 159
more cases and two deaths in the
Republic. Seventy-five of the cases
were in Dublin and 10 in Louth.

The roadmap will introduce a

the US news website TMZ.com that
the Dubliner vigorously denied
misconduct. “He has been inter-
viewed and released,” added the
spokesman.

A former two-weight champion
in the Ultimate Fighting Champi-
onship (UFC), McGregor had been
on holiday in the Mediterranean
with Dee Devlin, his fiancée. 

He was preparing for a 180km
waterbike trip with Princess
Charlene of Monaco, a former
Olympic swimmer, to raise aware-
ness of water safety, and had been
due to pedal from Corsica to
Monaco yesterday. 

personal legal costs amounting to
€200,000 were also discovered.

Kosi found the FAI paid €70,000
for Delaney’s 50th birthday party,
although a later report from
accountants Mazars, commis-
sioned by the FAI, put the associa-
tion’s bill at more than €80,000.
Kosi also found the FAI paid
€242,000 in personal rent, airport
and travel company expenses for
Delaney between 2015 and 2018. 

Champagne Football reveals that
Delaney told the FAI board last
year he was “in credit” with them
to the amount of €100,000. How-
ever, Kosi found the total amount
of Delaney’s personal expenditure
“absorbed” by the FAI was
€972,626.42. 

Delaney made repayments to
the FAI in 2017 and 2018, amount-
ing to €227,629.42, which included
€50,000 towards the cost of his
birthday party. Kosi calculated the
“excess benefit” enjoyed by
Delaney over his final five years at
the FAI was €724,629.42. That fig-
ure did not include the €267,500
Delaney received from the defama-
tion actions in 2016. 

The excess benefit calculated by
Kosi did not include FAI payments
of €95,000 to Susan Keegan, Del-
aney’s ex-girlfriend, between 2012
and 2014. Kosi found that one
€25,000 payment that referenced
Keegan in the FAI’s accounts in fact
went to Delaney’s bank account.
An invoice retained by the FAI for
€35,000 worth of “services”
provided by Keegan was found to
have been created by a Microsoft
Office account registered to “JDel-
aney@fai.ie”. The FAI was unable

to explain the reason for the pay-
ments to Keegan, who has denied
getting the bulk of the money.

Kosi found that from 2015 to
2018 the FAI was repeatedly on the
brink of insolvency. There were
months in which it issued cheques
for amounts in excess of what was
available from its bank account
and overdraft facility. When
Delaney made a €100,000 “bridg-
ing loan” to his employer in April
2017, the FAI faced a deficit of more
than €400,000 in excess of its
available funds if cheques it had
issued to the value of €593,000
were cashed. 

An ODCE investigation is ongo-
ing. Gardai working on it have criti-
cised Delaney for seeking extra
time from the High Court to assess
which of 270,000 files seized from
his FAI email he will claim are pri-
vate or legally privileged. 

Richard Byrne, a garda working
with the ODCE, said in an affidavit
that “Delaney seeks to complicate
what is in reality a relatively simple
process”. He said Delaney’s claim
that it would take “100 man-days”
to review the files had the potential
to compromise the ODCE’s execu-
tion of its statutory obligations. 

Contacted in July, Delaney’s
solicitor Aidan Eames said: “Please
do not contact this office in rela-
tion to this or related matters as we
will not respond.” Delaney left the
FAI a year ago with an exit package
worth €462,000. He is now work-
ing in London and has established
a management consultancy firm,
Outperform Now. 
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‘Shocking’ 
Johnson 
shames UK, 
say former 
premiers

Former British prime ministers
Tony Blair and Sir John Major today
accuse Boris Johnson of bringing
shame on the country by under-
mining the rule of law and jeopard-
ising the Northern Ireland peace
process. 

In a joint article for The Sunday
Times, the former Labour and
Tory leaders describe the prime
minister’s plans to renege on parts
of the Brexit divorce deal and
breach international law as “shock-
ing” and claim it threatens “the
very integrity of our nation”.

“As the world looks on aghast at
the UK — whose word was once
accepted as inviolable — this gov-
ernment’s action is shaming itself
and embarrassing our nation,”
they added.

Johnson is facing an internal
revolt over his plans to override
elements of the withdrawal agree-
ment, including the Northern Ire-
land protocol — the part of the deal
designed to prevent a hard border
returning to the island of Ireland.

The prime minister is trying to
rush through legislation after
claiming that Brussels was trying to
use an “extreme interpretation” of
the protocol to impose “a full-scale
trade border down the Irish Sea”
that could stop the transport of
food from Britain to Northern Ire-
land. Downing Street insists the
Internal Market Bill, which will for-
mally be debated in the Commons
for the first time tomorrow, is
needed to protect the Good Friday
agreement if the UK fails to secure
a Brexit trade deal.

But in a joint intervention, the
architects of the Good Friday
agreement challenge Johnson over
Continued on page 2 →
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EUROPE’S FORGOTTEN VICTIMS

A woman and her baby flee from a fire on the Greek island of Lesbos, where the Moria refugee camp 
burnt down last week. Yesterday, police fired tear gas at refugees protesting at conditions that have 
seen them forced to sleep in the street and endure shortages of food and water Report, page 10
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