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‘PARANOID
GANGsteR  
FeAReD RIvAl HIt’
Thug arrested after gardai shot in front of house was ‘terrified of attack’

by rivals as the Dublin stand-
off kicked off on Tuesday. 

A source said of the 
38-year-old, who was 

treated in hospital 
yesterday: “This indi-
vidual was extremely 
paranoid of being 

attacked.”

eXCLUSIVe  BY JoHn HanD  
Chief Reporter

a GaNGsTEr who was 
arrested after two 
gardai were shot out-
side his house was 
scared for his life. 

Daniel Goulding, 
right, feared he was 
going to be targeted see Pages 4&5

treatment  
Daniel Goulding at 
Blanchardstown 
Hospital yesterday

see 
Pages 
8&9
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STAND-OFF THUG ‘LOST THE     P

Mark and Andrew Glennon. The Glen-
nons took over the Westies when they 
had Bernard Sugg murdered in 2003. 
However, Goulding later split with the 
Glennons over a row and it sparked a 
war between gangs including shoot-
ings and bombings.

Daniel and his brother David 
Goulding were later targeted outside 

O’Connor – who previously had two 
fingers chopped off by Real IRA terror 
boss Alan Ryan – is seen as a 
dangerous and volatile individual who 
has been involved in many turf wars 
down the years.

Goulding, a convicted drug dealer, 
was a former member of the notorious 
Westies gang and also an associate of 

Blanchardstown - they are f*****g 
dead, stone f*****g dead.” Sources last 
night told how O’Connor’s associates 
still pose a serious threat, but the mob 
boss knows he could also be targeted 
at any time by Goulding’s pals. 

One said: “It’s very much that both 
gangs are aware that they’re under 
threat.”  Former Westies mob member 

gangsters who 
w e r e  l a t e r 
targeted as part of 
a feud in West 
Dublin. Many of 
those injured and 

murdered were pals 
with O’Connor and 
his gang including the 
Glennon brothers, 
Mark and Andrew – 

who were both killed in 2005. 
Opposing mobsters tried to take 

out O’Connor in 2015 but instead 
hitman Christopher McDonald 
murdered innocent dad Keith Walker 
on June 12, 2015, at a pigeon racing 
club in Blanchardstown, in a case of 
mistaken identity.

Speaking after that incident, 
O’Connor told one newspaper :  
“There’s going to be f*****g war in 

A PARANOID gangster may have 
lost the plot over fears he was 
going to be targeted by rivals,  
gardai believe.

Daniel Goulding, 38, remained in 
custody last night after two detectives 
were shot outside his home in West 
Dublin after 7pm on Tuesday.

Up to seven blasts were fired from 
a bedroom window of the property in 
Whitechapel Grove, Blanchardstown, 
and hit the pair of brave cops. 

They received gunshot wounds to 
the foot and one also suffered a hand 
injury.

The siege was later brought to a 
halt when Goulding surrendered, 
while the two gardai are in hospital 
recovering from their injuries. 

One of the detectives had surgery 
on his foot.

Goulding was brought to the emer-
gency department at Connolly Memo-
rial Hospital in Blanchardstown 
yesterday with minor health issues. 
He was released last night.

The Irish Mirror can reveal investi-
gators believe the stand-off could 
have been sparked by Goulding’s fear 
that he was going to be targeted by 
Jason “Jay” O’Connor’s crew.

The feared gangland boss was lying 
low since his jail release on February 
10 after serving a sentence for an 
attack on an innocent man at a pub 
in 2018. However, his return to 
West Dublin in recent 
weeks has ramped  
up tensions for 
Goulding and his  
associates. 

A source said: 
“This individual 
involved in the 
i n c i d e n t  t h e  
other night was 
extremely paranoid 
of being attacked.

“And he could well 
have lost the plot 
over the pressure that 
brings.

“Goulding would be well-known to 
gardai and would have had associa-
tions with high-profile gangsters 
throughout the years.”

We can also reveal that Goulding 
had been issued with a Garda Infor-
mation Message in recent times, in 
which officers warn an individual that 
there is an active threat on your life.

He and his associates fell out with 

‘Paranoid siege g
being target of r

»» Tension rising 
after crimelord’s 
release from jail

»» Goulding, 38, 
in custody after  
two gardai shot

Concern over  
social media 
blackout posts

despite news outlets adhering to the 
request, videos and images appeared 
on social media platforms such as 
Facebook and Twitter in real time.

A media blackout is often requested 
by gardai when they fear any reporting 
may result in an escalation of the 
ongoing operation.

Ms Humphreys said: “I have to say 
we’ve had very good conversations with 
the social media companies about the 

BY CIARA PHELAN 
Political Correspondent

JUSTICE Minister Heather Humphreys 
has said she will speak to the Garda 
Commissioner about the posting of 
videos on social media of the 
Blanchardstown stand-off.

Officers had requested a media 
blackout on Tuesday evening while 
gardai attempted to control the 
“dangerous” shoot-out. However, 

Officers examine bullet holes

PROBE

House in West Dublin yesterday

SCENE

 exclusive
BY JOHN HAND 
Chief Reporter
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     PLOT’ OVER THREAT CONCERN

developed and following negotiations, 
shortly after 9.30pm two firearms, an 
automatic pistol and a handgun, were 
surrendered from the house.

A third weapon – a submachine gun 
– was found in a shed. 

Another 50 rounds of ammunition 
was also seized by gardai.

A topless Goulding then surren-
dered to cops and is currently 
detained at Blanchardstown Garda 
station under section 30 Offences 
Against the State Act 1939.

Garda Commissioner Drew Harris, 
commended the responding officers.

He said: “I want to commend all the 
gardai involved in securing a 
successful outcome to this incident.

“This was another in a long line of 
examples of gardai putting themselves 
on the line to keep people safe.”

news@irishmirror.ie

the major incident on Tuesday.  Both 
injured detectives, aged in their 30s, 
suffered gunshot wounds to the foot 
and one also received a hand wound. 

The area was sealed off by cops 
from the Armed Support Unit along 
with uniform and plain clothes gardai 
while surrounding houses were evac-
uated. An extended barricade incident 

of cocaine worth €70,000 out the 
window of a car before reaching a 
garda checkpoint and was caged for 
10 years. Another source explained: 
“These men were all one-time pals but 
as gangland goes, they have become 
bitter enemies over the years.”

Goulding remained in Garda 
custody last night being quizzed over 

Blanchardstown Garda station in 
December 2004 when attackers 
sprayed bullets at them from a 
machine gun. But the Glennon 
brothers ultimately met their violent 
end, both shot dead in 2005.

In mid-2006, Daniel Goulding – who 
has more than 30 convictions – was 
lifted after he was seen throwing a bag 

BY CILLIAN O’BRIEN

TERRIFIED children scrambled for 
cover as shots rang out during a 

two-and-half hour stand-off 
between a gunman and 
gardai.

Residents in Whitechapel 
Grove were last night 
coming to terms with the 
siege that took place on 
Tuesday in their normally 
quiet cul-de-sac in 
Blanchardstown, West 
Dublin.

Kids were taking part in 
football training in a nearby 

park when multiple shots were fired.
One resident praised brave gardai 

for their handling of the shootout 
and the football coaches who 
rushed children to cover in bushes 
before fleeing to safety at a nearby 
school and community centre.

He told the Irish Mirror: “The 
people who were looking after the 
children over there, the place was 
packed, they were playing football, 
they cleared it off like a shot.

“Behind the bushes, then they 
brought them down to the school.

“Where the people were 
concerned we were all safe.

“The police did a great job and 
the people looking after the 
children, they were very good.”

CORDON
A cordon was still in place 

yesterday afternoon as forensic 
officers combed the street and 
examined the house where the 
gunman fired shots from an upstairs 
window.

Bullet holes could be seen in the 
glass as ballistics experts worked 
out the direction of shots fired into 
an unmarked car, which gardai used 
for cover.

They could also be seen in the 
vehicle as it was removed from the 
scene just before 2pm.

Local councillor Howard 
Mahoney, a retired guard, told the 
Irish Mirror: “The overall consensus 
is they’re saying how lucky the 
guards were, that it could have been 
so much worse.”

Cllr Punam Rane commended 
gardai for their bravery.

She said: “When people complain 
about anti-social behaviour gardai 
are always at the receiving end.”

iege gangster feared 
t of rival mob boss’

Residents full 
of praise for 
brave officers

TENSION  Garda during siege

achieving a successful outcome. I think 
it’s important that we remember 

when gardai put on their uniform 
in the morning, they don’t know 
what they’re going to face 
during the day but they are 
there to protect us as people.

“I’d also like to wish the two 
gardai that were injured a 

speedy recovery.”

injured on Tuesday night. It’s 
understood one gardai had an 
operation to remove a bullet 
from his foot while the 
other requires plastic 
surgery on his hand.

Ms Humphreys said: “It 
was a very dangerous and 
serious incident and I want 
to commend them in 

cyberattack and I spoke with the Garda 
Commissioner this morning.

“This is something that I will raise 
with him and if we do need to make 
changes or there is something we can 
improve upon I’m happy to bring that 
forward.”

Ms Humphreys, who is acting as 
Justice Minister until Helen McEntee 
returns from maternity leave, paid 
tribute to the two gardai that were MEETING  Humphreys

Goulding surrenders on Tuesday

DRAMA
Goulding has 
more than 30 
convictions

RAP 
SHEET

Both gangs 
are aware 
that they 
are under 
threat

SOURCE   
YESTERDAY



There
are
no words

By ANN MOONEY

GRIEVING mum and widow Anne O’Sullivan
was comforted by family at the funerals of
husband Tadg and son Diarmuid yesterday.

Parish priest Fr Toby Bluitt told mourners
“there are no answers” for the tragedy
which saw the pair blast older brother Mark
to death before turning their guns on them-
selves, in Kanturk, Co Cork, on Monday.

Full Story — Page Nine

MUM AT FUNERAL OF HUBBY & SON

Senseless tragedy . . . Anne’s 
tears for husband Tadg and 

son Diarmuid, left, at funeral

HELP US 
BRING 

FAMILY
HOME

TO INDIA
EXCLUSIVE by JOHN HAND

THE family of a mum who was discovered
dead with her two children are appealing
for help to bring them home to India.

Cops have launched a murder probe
after the bodies of Seema Banu, 37, son
Faizan, six, and daughter Asfira, 11, were
found at their home in Ballinteer, Dublin.

Seema’s parents said: “We are in shock.”
Full Story — Pages Four and Five

Found dead . . . Seema, Asfira & Faizan
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ures may not be a true reflection
of unwanted dogs in Ireland.

“Many dogs are surren-
dered directly to animal
welfare charities across
the country or are sold or
given away by their own-
ers and never enter the
pound system. Of particu-
lar concern, especially
given the current demand
for puppies during the
lockdown period, is the

9,000 DOGS LEFT 
IN IRISH POUNDS

By BARRY MORANMORE than 9,000 dogs
were left in the pound last
year — a 7.5 per cent fall.

Stats from the Department
of Rural and Community
Development reveal  398 dogs
were destroyed in 2019, down
45 per cent on a year before.

But Dogs Trust boss Becky
Bristow yesterday said: “The vol-
ume of dogs entering the pound
system is still worryingly high. We
also must recognise that these fig-

fact that so many dogs were sur-
rendered last year.” 

She added: “The local authority
recording system urgently needs to

be updated so we can
identify the areas that
dog owners are struggling
with. We can then look
into how we and other
welfare organisations can
address this so we can all
work towards the day
when every dog is free
from the threat of unnec-
essary destruction.”Good boy . . pooch

THE grieving parents of a
woman found dead at home
with her two young kids
yesterday told of their
devastation and said: “We
have lost all three precious
gems of our family.”

Seema Banu’s devastated
family in India are also
pleading for financial help
from authorities here to get the
bodies home after the shock
discovery on Wednesday.

Gardai last night confirmed they
have begun a murder investigation.

But cops said they continue to
examine “all circumstances of the
events” after the post-mortems of
Seema, 37, her daughter Asfira Riza,
11, and six-year-old son Faizan
Syed were completed yesterday.

Their bodies were found at their
Llewellyn Court home, in Ballinteer,
south Dublin, on Wednesday with
signs of strangulation.

However, officers won’t release the
details for “operational reasons”.

Yesterday, Ms Banu’s dad Abdul
Ghaffar and mum Qurishid-un-nisa
told how they were “very, very sad”
after they received the shocking
news that their daughter and
grandkids were found lifeless.

Her distraught parents spoke to
us through Seema’s cousin Sufi
Masood Hussain, from their home
in the Mysore district in Karnataka
state, in the southwest of India.

Remembering their beloved
daughter, they said: “She was a
very kind-hearted person. 

“When she used to visit India she
would spend time with everyone
and stay in touch with everyone.

“She was bold,  she has faced all
the challenges in her life. She was
like one of the main decision-mak-
ers for the family.”

They added:  “We have lost all
three precious gems of our family.
We are in shock and extreme pain
for losing them.”

Cousin Sufi explained that the
family wants to bring Seema and
her two young children home to
India but, because of their financial
situation, they cannot afford it.

They have appealed to the Indian
Embassy in Dublin and the Irish
Government here to help.

Sufi said: “The parents are very
concerned about getting the bodies
back here. We want to bring them
home. But they are not in great
shape financially. 

“If they want to bring the bodies
back, it is very expensive. They
cannot afford that.  

“We are calling on the Embassy
and the Government to help us
with the funding so they can
bring them here. We are
concerned.

“We are not from
a rich family.  So
we are requesting
the Embassy to
facilitate funding,
which will be a big
help for us.”

The family also
revealed that Ms Banu
was “happy” during her
last conversation with
them, a video call, on
Thursday, October 22 —
just six days before the
bodies of her and her
kids were found.

Youngsters 

Asfira and Faizan were both born
in India before Seema moved the
family to Dublin about six years ago.

Yesterday around 200 people
gathered to comfort the family in
India, but cousin Sufi said: “The
parents are very, very sad.”

Last night, the Gardai confirmed
they have begun a murder probe
“into all the circumstances of the
events”, but no arrests have been
made. A spokesman said they are
“continuing to interview witnesses,
conduct extensive door-to-door
enquiries and gather and examine
all relevant CCTV”. 

He added: “An Garda Siochana
appeals to any person with any
information in respect of these
deaths to contact the investigation
team at Dundrum Garda Station
on 01 666 5600, the Garda
Confidential Line on 1800 666 111 or
any Garda station.”

The dad of the children, Sameer
Syed, has been in contact with cops
and is said to be very distressed.

Ballinteer Educate Together
National School — where both kids
attended — paid an emotional
tribute to the family on Thursday.

Its national office said: “Words
fall short of expressing the shock
and profound sadness many are
feeling when thinking about the
children and family affected. Our
hearts are with the family, friends
and classmates of the bereaved.”

And Ballinteer principal Orlaith
Curran said: “This is a terrible
tragedy for their family, our school
and our community.

“We are deeply saddened by these
devastating events. Our sympathy
and thoughts are with the children’s
family and friends.”

The headmaster added: “They will
both be greatly missed by all who
knew them. Offers of support have
been pouring in and are greatly
appreciated.”

Tragic Seema and her kids lived
in the Balinteer area for under a
year but were not well-known in
the community.

A neighbour raised the alarm on
Wednesday morning as they had
not seen the family for some days.

After local gardai turned up and
could not get in, the Armed
Support Unit had to breach the
back door before they made the
horror discoveries.

Gardai believe the bodies may
have been at the home for a
number of days.

Indian Ambassador to Ireland
Sandeep Kumar confirmed that he
broke the news to Seema’s family.

And he said: “It has been very
tragic for them, we empathise with
them, we offer them the deepest

condolences.”
The major investigation is
being led by Supt Paul Reidy,
of Blackrock Garda Station.

Meanwhile cops also
appealed for people not to
share “speculation”.

A spokesman said:
“Investigating gardai
continue to advise that
some current uninformed

speculation circulating in
public is unhelpful to this

criminal investigation.
“An Garda Siochana has no
further comment at this

time and a Garda
spokesperson is not

available.”
@johnhand_
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EXCLUSIVE by JOHN HAND

Sad discovery . . . gardai at scene after mum and kids were found dead

Distressed . . . dad Sameer
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DEVASTATED
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Seema and dad Abdul

We’ve lost our 
precious gems
PARENTS TELL OF HEARTACHE AT TRIPLE HORROR

LOVING MUM
Smiling Seema with her 
kids Asfira and Faizan
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BABY JACOB ARRIVES ON N2BABY JACOB ARRIVES ON N2

DELIVERY 
VROOM
Mum gives birth on hospital dash

EXCLUSIVE by ROISIN PHELAN

A HERO mum kicked into gear and
delivered her baby boy herself in the
car on the N2 as her husband drove
them to hospital on Friday. 

Stephanie Davidson, 32, gave birth
to healthy baby Jacob on the motor-
way as she and Thomas rushed from
Meath to Dublin’s Rotunda Hospital.

Praising his wife, the thrilled dad
told the Irish Sun: “She didn’t even
flinch, I don’t know how she did it.”

Full Story — Page Nine

Boy racer . . . 
little Jacob born

on the road

thesun.ie

€1.30
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2021

21,000 AZ
JABS HERE

By OWEN CONLON

MORE than 21,000 doses of
the AstraZeneca vaccine
arrived in Ireland yesterday.

The HSE said a similar
batch is due next weekend.

Health Minister Stephen
Donnelly said: “First doses to
be given to healthcare workers
on Monday. Well done to all.”

Full Story — Pages Six and Seven

Battle for
title deeds

SEE SUNSPORT



A MAN was being quizzed yes-
terday by gardai after a stabbing
in Dublin.

The attack happened on the North
Circular Road on Friday night.

A man in his 30s was taken to the
Mater Hospital following the
incident. He was discovered
at a house and had suffered
a number of stab wounds.

A man in his 40s was
arrested at the scene and is
currently being detained at
Store Street Garda Station.

A spokesman said: “Gardai
are investigating an alleged
assault that took place at a
residence on the North Circu-
lar Road in Dublin on Friday,
February 5, 2021. A man, aged

US probe
break-in

By MICHAEL DOYLE

MAN QUIZZED ON 
HORROR KNIFING THE US Air Force will con-

duct a global security
review after an intruder
entered the base that
houses the presidential
air craft, Air Force One.

An unarmed man was
able to access Joint Base
Andrews in Maryland this
week. Defence spokesman
John Kirby: “Everyone is
taking this very
seriously.” The suspect
was detained by security
on the base.

GO WITH THE FLOE
The Coast Guard res-

cued 66 people stranded
on ice floes in Wisconsin,
US, after a storm pushed
them out into the water.

in his 30s, was discovered at the
location with a number of stab
wounds. He was later taken to Mater
Misericordiae Hospital for treatment of

his injuries. His injuries are
not believed to be life-threat-
ening.”

It is the latest in a series of
alleged stabbings in Dublin in
recent weeks. 

Mongolian national Urant-
setseg Tserendorj, 48, passed
away after she was allegedly
stabbed near the IFSC on
January 20. 

A 14-year-old has been
charged in connection with
the incident.Probe . . . gardai

Connections . . . Kinahan, top,
with boxer Fury, for who he 

arranged fight with Joshua, below

EVIL DANIEL SETS UP TYSON v AJ EVIL DANIEL SETS UP TYSON v AJ 
By JOHN HAND

EVIL drugs baron Daniel
Kinahan has been credited
with getting one of the

biggest boxing fights in
history “over the line”.

MTK fighter Tyson Fury
and Anthony Joshua will
take on each other twice
next year in a €500million
deal that the mobster was
key to both men agreeing.

It comes as Kinahan’s role
in the sport’s top tier contin-
ues to be revealed as he
actively tries to restyle himself
as a power broker working

with the biggest names.
Minutes after the news broke

yesterday, the Gypsy King took
to social media to hail Kinahan
for getting the deal done.

Delighted Fury declared in a
shirtless video: “I’m just after
getting off the phone there with
Daniel Kinahan.

“He’s just informed me that the
biggest fight in British boxing
history has just been agreed. Get
up there my boy!

“Big shout out Dan, he got this
done.  Literally over the line. Two-
fight deal. Tyson Fury versus
Anthony Joshua next year.”

Fury also posted an Instagram
message in which he incorrectly
spelt the blood-thirsty gangster’s
last name as “Kinnerhan”.

Speculation about a blockbuster
bout between the pair has been
building since Fury dethroned
Deontay Wilder to become WBC
heavyweight champ in February.

And Joshua regained his WBA,
IBF and WBO titles by outpointing
Andy Ruiz in a rematch last year.

Joshua, 30, is first set to fight
Kubrat Pulev, with 31-year-old
Fury taking on American Wilder
in the third fight of their trilogy.

Joshua’s promoter Eddie Hearn —
who also represents Katie Taylor —
insisted that the financial side of
things have been agreed.

And Fury’s main man Frank
Warren said while both camps
have OK’d the pay deal, other
terms are still up in the air.

He said: “We can confirm nego-
tiations have taken place between
Eddie Hearn and Tyson’s adviser
Daniel Kinahan. We are commit-
ted to working with all parties to
get this fight over the line. 

“At this point we can confirm no
contracts have been signed
between any of the concerned par-
ties, nor have any specifics been
agreed regarding venues, dates and
numerous other key terms.

“Both sides do accept that any
prospective fight will demand a
50/50 split and both sides accept
there will be a rematch. Things are
going in the right direction and we
couldn’t be more happy that a
potential mega fight is in reach.”

Kinahan’s role in getting the
fight agreed was revealed last
month when Hall of Famer Bob
Arum said he was negotiating to
have it staged in the Middle East.

The cartel chief was appointed
as an “advisor” to Bahrain sports
firm KHK Sport by the country’s
royal family last month.

Just weeks later, the Special
Criminal Court here established
how the Kinahan organisation car-
ries out “execution-style murders”
and trafficks drugs and firearms
on “an international scale”.

And former Dublin Lord Mayor
Nial Ring last night hit out at box-
ing figures working with Kinahan.

The independent councillor —
who has worked with families
affected by the mob — invited Fury
to come and see the “devastation”
caused by Kinahan in Dublin.

He added: “I have seen what a
criminal gang named in open
court as the Kinahan organisation
has done to the north inner city of
Dublin — and what they have
done should never be forgotten.

“People in professional boxing
should take a look at themselves
and who they are dealing with.”

And Fine Gael deputy Neale
Richmond urged Tanaiste Simon
Coveney to appeal to authorities in
Dubai, where Kinahan is based, to
hold him to account.

The Dublin TD said: “Allowing
Kinahan to hide his notorious
gangland activities behind a veneer
of a respectable boxing promoter
cannot be allowed to happen.”

lMobster hailed 
over €500M deal
agreed 

lFury: Shout out 
to Dan, he’s done it

THE
KING 
MAKER

Needs 
a spell 
check 

. . Fury 
& Insta,
above

Fury is tipped 
to fight Joshua, 
right, in Middle 
East where Dan, 

top, is advisor

MAKE IT 
BAHRAIN
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EXCLUSIVE:     EXCLUSIVE:     BOXING LEGEND TALKS TOBOXING LEGEND TALKS TO

EXCLUSIVE By JOHN HAND

DRUGS baron Daniel Kina-
han is still working with
boxing’s most powerful pro-
moter to get MTK fighters
their big break in the US.

Bob Arum has revealed that
Kinahan “rarely” contacts him
nowadays, but when he does, it
is to help a boxer he advises to
get their shot in the Big Apple.

Arum — Muhammad Ali’s former
promoter — confirmed that to the best
of his “recollection”, every fighter
Kinahan has spoken to him about
and some of whom he subsequently
signed have been MTK fighters.

But he insists most of the business
he has done with MTK has been
through its president Bob Yalen.

In an exclusive interview with the
Irish Sun, Arum said: “He [Daniel]
may say to us he’s talked to such
and such a fighter, he would like to
come to the United States . . . but 90
per cent, 95 per cent of the business
with MTK is with Yalen who we
trust and we know is legitimate and
has no bad background or anything.”

Asked if each of the fighters Kina-
han rang about were managed by
the firm the mobster co-founded,
Arum confirmed: “To the best of my
recollection, they were all MTK
fighters. There were many of them.”

And when it was put to him
whether he still gets those calls from
Kinahan, he said: “Yeah,” before
adding: “But it is mostly conversa-
tions with Yalen.”

Arum’s Top Rank works with
MTK-managed fighters such as Tyson
Fury to promote them in the US.

Evil Kinahan’s power at the top tier
of boxing was exposed last June when
Fury posted a video on social media
hailing his so-called advisor for get-
ting an initial fight agreement against
Anthony Joshua “over the line”.

Neither Fury nor any of the boxers
Kinahan advises have any
involvement in crime.

This fight agreement was met with
a furious backlash and saw the head
of the cartel step away from the top
table of negotiations of the fight
between boxing’s biggest superstars.

But Dubai-based Kinahan — who
investigators say runs a global drugs
and arms empire worth €1billion — 
remains heavily involved with the
professional sport while at the same
time being probed by the Gardai,
the Drug Enforcement Agency in the
US and other law enforcement
authorities around the world.

Arum, 89, blasted: “If these allega-
tions are true, what the f*** is he
doing walking the streets?” For the
boxing hall of famer, Kinahan is not
a boxing problem. He said: “If he’s
guilty of anything, take the appropri-
ate steps. If he’s dabbling in boxing,
it’s not the fault of boxing. 

“It’s the fault of the government for
not taking the appropriate steps to
bring him to justice if in fact he has
done anything wrong.

“You understand my position here?
I mean, I’m a man of the law. If
anybody was doing anything wrong
that I knew of, I wouldn’t tolerate it.”

When Arum was informed of how
the Kinahan cartel was behind
numerous deaths, including innocent
people, he said: “Well that’s terrible.

But as far as I’m concerned, nobody
was killed at my fights. The only
time my fighters get physically dam-
aged is when they’re losing a fight in
the ring. As long as I’m honest and
my company does what’s right and
we pay our bills and keep our prom-
ises, my conscience is completely
clean. And I don’t give a damn what
it is written about me.” 

Arum, a former federal prosecutor,
who has met Kinahan twice in
person and has had many
conversations by phone, says the
Dubliner is “a very personable,
apparently decent guy”.

And he added: “He’s never said
anything to me that he hasn’t done.
He certainly never even remotely
threatened me or the company or
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anything. And it is what it is.” The
mega bout between heavyweight
stars Fury and Joshua is nearing
completion. Arum explained that
Kinahan has not been involved
since hammering out the initial
agreement last summer.

Both he and Fury’s co-promoter
Frank Warren are dealing with
Joshua’s promoter Eddie Hearn
along with legal teams.  

It remains unknown if Kinahan
is still advising Fury, with the
Englishman’s camp not confirming
what the situation is.

But Arum has told how mobsters
advising fighters is nothing new
and claims it is not something he
can influence. He said: “Let me tell
you the truth. You take the fighter

for what he is, you take his man-
ager for what he is and if there’s
somebody in the background advis-
ing the fighters — so what? Again
as long as there’s no implication on
the company, as long as there’s no
crimes being committed. 

“I’ve been in this business for
over 50 years and there were many
times, particularly with New York
and Philadelphia fighters, where
so-called mob guys were advising
them behind the scenes. So what?
Probably giving them better advice
than other people. You can’t prevent
these fighters from taking advice
from anybody who gives them
advice if they think it’s good
advice. I mean let’s be honest about
it.” This week BBC’s Panorama

investigation — which Arum said
“everybody” was aware of
“wherever they are” — has put the
spotlight back on Kinahan.

It charted the terror inflicted by
the drugs kingpin against the
Hutch faction while at the same
time rising through the ranks to
become a major figure in boxing. 

It revealed Kinahan was still
advising boxers attached to MTK,
the firm he co-founded with ex pro
Matthew Macklin.

Formerly named MGM and based
in Marbella, members of the cartel
— including now jailed murderer
Fat Freddie Thompson — made vis-
its to the Spanish base. MTK and
Kinahan have both claimed the
latter cut ties with the company as

far back as 2017. The BBC
programme was met with anger by
Dublin’s north inner city which was
ravaged by “death”.

Former Lord Mayor of Dublin
Nial Ring revealed the community
found the details of Kinahan’s
attempts to whitewash his
name as “repulsive”. He told
the Irish Sun: “His reput-
ation in the north inner
city and probably through-
out the country is that he
has brought drugs and
death to these areas. People
are genuinely upset and
find it repulsive that he
would try and use any outlet
to try and sanitise his reput-

ation.” While Garda Assistant Com-
missioner John O’Driscoll, who
featured on the BBC doc, told how
he believes the force will succeed
in putting the cartel out of business
and getting its hierarchy before the
courts. Ring says the community he

represents welcomes that pledge
— and believes it is the least
they deserve.

He fumed: “This commu-
nity has been terrorised by
drugs since the 80s. It was
then terrorised by this
attempted massacre of a
family in the last number of

years. For people in the
inner city, this isn’t a Pan-
orama programme. This is

the reality we live with.”MTK chief . . . Yalen
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