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THE CIRCLE OF LIFE
RONAN BRADY has come full
circle — literally. 

A decade ago, football was all he
knew. Roscommon were starting into
the provincial campaign as Connacht
champions and his club Elphin were
knocking on the door for a
county title.

But things began to take a turn and having
been inspired by a Cirque du Soleil show, he
ran off to join the circus. 

It all began with an ankle injury — sus-
tained at a house party when he was a
minor footballer — returning to niggle at him.

He was struggling to keep his place on
Fergal O’Donnell’s team and the club lost the
Roscommon SFC final to St Brigid’s. 

Brady stepped away from the inter-county
scene to do rehab on his injury but found he
was becoming increasingly disillusioned with
football and its effects on other aspects of
his life.

He told SunSport: “Playing football was all
you did. You were kind of looking around
going, ‘This is exhausting’. 

“You didn’t get to go to people’s weddings,
birthday parties or on holiday.”

Brady had begun to question his commit-
ment to the sport and his reasons for playing
in the first place.

He said: “I chose this . . . didn’t I? Or did
you just end up on the development panel
for something you were good at, and some-
body said, ‘Well done, that’s great’.

“You loved being told that, so you kept
doing it and then all of a sudden you are in
this place.

“It was all about winning, it was all about
being the best and extracting the most out of
yourself as possible. You’d ask yourself every
time you were doing something, ‘Will this
help my game?’ If the answer was no, you
didn’t do it. 

“It could be something like having a bit of
chocolate with a cup of tea, playing a game
of AstroTurf soccer with your friends or
going for a couple of drinks. 

“It was like you couldn’t be seen to be
having a drink, because you were in a cer-
tain position in society and a team. And
there’s a certain responsibility that comes
with that.

“And you could be like, ‘Jesus, I haven’t
had a conversation with my mate in a long
time’. You say no to all these things and
ask, ‘Am I enjoying life or just chasing
something?’ 

“You don’t know what that is, but it’s just
more. It’s more, or better. It got to a stage
where it wasn’t even about being better.”

Brady had been blaming team-mates for
the club’s lack of success as he questioned
who he was — and who he was becoming. 

But he had an epiphany and took responsi-
bility for his behaviour. 

He revealed: “I was falling out with fellas
and blaming all these other people for us
losing. It was their fault we lost. I was being
a d***.

“These are your mates from home, they
had families and social lives, but I didn’t. I
was just all about the sport. Part of me was

like, ‘Maybe you are not all that,
Ronan’, and I wanted to call myself
out on it a little bit. 

“You can’t go around falling out with
people and I wasn’t happy with who I
was becoming because of that, so maybe I
needed to get away and just do my own
thing.” 

After Elphin lost the 2012 county semi-final
to St Brigid’s, the schoolteacher discovered a
whole new world.

He had been to see Cirque du Soleil, the
contemporary circus act that was taking the
world by storm. 

Various other performing troupes had
drawn him in on YouTube and he was drawn
to the “Cyr wheel”. 

It is an acrobatic apparatus that would
prove to be much tougher to master than a
size five, as his ankle and osteitis pubis
problems meant an enforced break from
football.

He said: “I only got into the circus for
something different, something that wasn’t
GAA we’ll say, when I got injured and I was
forced to step away because I wasn’t able. 

“I would have always seen these YouTube
videos of people performing in a circus and I
had been to Cirque du Soleil shows and seen
these performers — these wonderful, exotic
creatures who were from other countries. 

“You didn’t think it was for you because
you were from Ireland, or Roscommon. 

“But I did a bit of research and nothing
existed in this country to do the Cyr wheel.

“If I wanted to do it, I just had to do it

myself. I was teach-
ing in Swinford. I
made my own wheel and
started playing around with it.

“It didn’t go so well, so I started
flying abroad on my summer holidays
to get training in Montreal off people who
could do it. 

“All of a sudden I realised here was this
thing I wanted to do. 

“I couldn’t do it in my local area so I
looked out and just created it myself. 

“No matter where you are from or what-
ever it is you have going at a certain point,
you can always change your mind. The world
is a small place and you can make it happen
for yourself.”

The training in Montreal was vital — both
physically and mentally. And slowly, the
wheel became his dance partner. 

Before he knew it, it was 2017. He was on

a career
break from teach-
ing and was performing in circus
shows around the world. 

He said: “When I left football, I had no
reason to go into my local village anymore. I
only went in to play football. These were 20
people who were your friends, but I wouldn’t
pick up the phone and ring any of these
people to have a meaningful conversation. 

“I was thinking, ‘Are they my friends or
people I just play sport with? Who are my

Brady’s round trip 
from small square
to ring master

By JASON
BYRNE

EXCLUSIVE

WHEEL OF FORTUNE . . .
after discovering the Cyr 
wheel while nursing an 

injury, a hobby became a 
career for Ronan Brady, 
who wrote a book about

his adventures
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WE FEEL WE 
CAN SCALE 
THAT WALL

THIS MEANS MAIR . . . Déise’s Mairéad Wall loves the sport

By KEVIN EGAN

WATERFORD captain Mairéad Wall has vowed the
Déise will tackle the challenge of champions
Cork head-on in
tomorrow’s crucial Lidl
National League
Division 1B encounter. 

Fraher Field hosts a
winner-takes-all clash for
a semi-final slot and
while the Rebelettes are
league holders and strong
favourites, Wall feels this
Waterford team are ready
to make a significant for-
ward step.

So far they have
shipped a heavy defeat to
Dublin but bounced back
to beat Tipperary and
Ballymacarbry defender
Wall said: “Would I take
a draw if I was offered
it? No, we want to win
the game and we feel
we’re ready. 

“We weren’t unhappy
with the draw for the
league at all, if we’re
going to have any chance
in the championship,
these are the type of
game and opposition that
you need, just to see
where we’re at. 

“We did so well last
year and genuinely felt
we were well-prepared
for the Dublin game, but
obviously that didn’t go
according to plan.

“Still, it was a great
experience, we took a lot
from it and you could
see that in the Tipperary
game. Everything went
well for us and I think
now we’re ready to step
it up to another level
against Cork.” 

Progress has been a
target all year for Water-
ford on the back of
last year’s championship
efforts, when they were
extremely competitive in
their crucial round-robin
game against eventual
champions Dublin before
ultimately falling just
four points short in
Baltinglass. 

Wall said: “If we had
tidied up a few things
against Dublin, it could
have been very different.

“But we’re definitely
stronger this year now,
everyone that should be
in the panel is here.

“Caoimhe McGrath,
Maria Delahunty, Eimear
Fennell, these girls are all
back in, as well as a few
new younger players as
well. We’ve 34 in total
now and we’re as strong
as we’ve ever been.

“The management have
left no stone unturned,
we’re able to play games
among ourselves at
training and the stan-
dard is very high.” 

Having made her
championship debut

Waterford
v Cork

way back in 2005, Wall
admits that rather than
feeling the effects of a
long career with the
county, she missed it
hugely when she took
time out during the
league in 2019.

She still plays club
football with Ballymacar-
bry — who will this year
pursue a 40th consecutive
county title — and is on
the club committee, while
she would also normally
coach her students in
Powerstown NS in
Clonmel as well. 

She added: “My sister
Linda retired and she’s
very happy to be retired,
she was comfortable with
the decision when she
made it.

“I’m sure the day will
come for me, too, when
my body tells me that
this is too tough, but
until then I certainly love
it, I love everything about
it. This is the only life
I’ve ever known and it’s
been great. 

“When I didn’t play
during that 2019 league, I
found it incredibly hard.
My younger sister Aileen
was leaving to go to
games and I just really
wanted to be out there.

“There’s no camogie
here in Ballymacarbry,
football is just what you
do and it’s always been
at the heart of the family.

“And when you’re look-
ing forward to games like
this weekend, at this time
of year, there’s nothing
you’d rather be doing.” 

LIDL LADIES NFL DIV 1B

IT’S WALL 
WE KNOW . . .

in action for 
Ballymacarbry
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THE CIRCLE OF LIFE

friends? Who
are my peo-

ple?’
“I stepped into

another world. I
didn’t really know any

of these people either,
which was kind of lovely

because I find it easier to make
an idiot of myself in front of strang-

ers. The wheel is this inanimate object that
just sits there doing nothing. But when you
try to do something with it, it feels like it’s
trying to throw you out of it. 

“But it keeps you the most honest you can
be. It will do what I tell it to do, but if it
goes wrong, it’s all on you.

“I couldn’t figure it out, I was crap at it —
and that’s what drew me to it. 

“I would try to do something with it and it
wouldn’t work, so I’d stand back and look at

it and think, ‘It’s just a f***ing wheel, it can’t
be that hard’. I wanted to conquer it, I
wanted to get the better of it, to beat it. 

“Then I wanted to do cool stuff, cool tricks
and impress people and do the things I had
seen others do on stage. 

“The more I got into it, I realised it wasn’t
a battle between me and the wheel. It was a
duet. We needed to work together and it was
a dance partner as opposed to something
that needed to be conquered and dictated to.”

In March 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic
ended life as we knew it — and the same
applied to Brady.

He returned to teaching and is working at
Wilson’s Hospital School in Multyfarnham in
Westmeath. He released a book last year,
titled “Worlds Apart — an Alternative Journey
to Becoming a Modern Man.” 

He is back playing football for Elphin, but
this time the emphasis is on enjoyment. 

And at 33, no door is closed — and the
artistic side will never fade. 

He said: “The approach I’m going back to
football with is to try and enjoy the bloody
thing. At some point, you need to decide for
yourself what’s important.”

And he firmly believes that life is about
the journey and not the destination. 

He added: “Some teams are killing them-
selves to get there, falling out with each
other to try and get there, whereas they may
as well enjoy trying to get there, rather than
suffering and constantly feeling like a failure.

“If you’re enjoying something, you are win-
ning — even if you’re not winning on the
scoreboard.”

DIFFERENT SPHERE . . .
Roscommon’s Ronan 

Brady (right) takes on 
Wexford’s Ciarán Lyng in a 
2009 All-Ireland qualifier

AS THE WORLD TURNS . . .
pandemic meant Cyr wheel 
performer Ronan Brady is 

back playing with his native 
Elphin in Roscommon 
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Cork Val 
buzzing 
in Boden

By DECLAN ROONEY 

ALMOST five years since
winning a tenth TG4 All-
Ireland senior medal with
Cork, Valerie Mulcahy has
found her hunger to play
football again. 

As one of the most dec-
orated ladies footballers
of all time, the Rockbán
native thought she had
clocked out of the game
for the final time before
the 2016 Championship.

Her head was turned
towards coaching but a
move to Dublin club Bally-
boden St Enda’s opened a
door to follow both paths.

Mulcahy cut her coach-
ing teeth with Gaelcoláiste
Mhuire in Cork city, the
Cork minor girls and
TG4’s Underdogs. 

She said: “Deborah
Heavey is heavily involved
in Ballyboden and she
pitched the idea to me at
the end of last summer
and I said I’d give it a go.

“When training was
starting last October I
joined in a bit. If ever
there is a football around
I’m like a child — I want
to be out kicking it. 

“I was humming and
hawing with the idea of
playing too. 

“I didn’t really want to
be trying to do a bit of
everything. I wanted to get
the coaching and manage-
rial role under control. 

“In the end what
inspired me to go back
was when the girls were
asking me if I’d play. 

“Then during lockdown I
was taking a walk in the
mountains and I went over
on my ankle, fractured it
and tore ligaments. 

“It was a fairly bad
fracture. I was sure the
chance was gone and
maybe the world was tell-
ing me something, but I’m
after recovering from that
injury, so I felt good. 

“After all that it was so
exciting to get an oppor-
tunity to get out and play.
It just reminded me of
how much I enjoyed foot-
ball and how much of a
buzz you get taking part.

“Four years ago I never
thought — when I retired
and played my last game
with my local club Rock-
bán — that I’d be actually
togging out for a Dublin
club, but it was great to
pull on the jersey.” 

The early signs for Mul-
cahy the manager are very
positive. 

As ten-time Dublin SLFC
winners there is great
hope Boden can challenge
five-in-a-row champions
Foxrock/Cabinteely in
Wednesday’s semi-finals 

And while playing for the
club her mother founded
meant the world to Mul-
cahy, winning in Dublin
would feel natural too. 

She said: “I am hugely
loyal to Rockbán and while
I didn’t ever see myself
playing with any other
club, I’m surprised how
much I enjoy being
involved with Ballyboden.”

MULCAHY . . . inspired

DONEGAL TO TAKE           DONEGAL TO TAKE           A DANDER FOR DANNYA DANDER FOR DANNY  GAA 

Your kids are fine 
and healthy, and 
it’s not until 
that’s shaken 
that you see
the other 
side of life

DANDER FOR 
DANNY . . . brave 
lad’s Under-8s set-
up have organised 
tomorrow’s event 

to raise funds 
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Kelly the 
hero for 
Trillick

By PAUL KEANE

GOALKEEPER Ryan Kelly
was the hero as Tyrone
SFC champions TRILLICK
edged a dramatic penalty
shootout.

The 2015 finalists
returned to Omagh and
could not be separated
after 80 minutes of quar-
ter-final action.

That was despite a
brilliant 1-7 haul from
KILLYCLOGHER and Tyrone
attacker Mark Bradley.

It meant five penalties
apiece and with Killyc-
logher failing to convert
two of their five, Trillick
escaped to victory.

Keeper Kelly was the
toast of Trillick as he
dived to his left to tip
away the fifth Killyclogher
kick — winning the game.

It was tough on Killyc-
logher, who also lost
that 2015 final and were
runners-up again two
years ago.

They fought back from
two points down at half-
time of normal time to
tie it up at 2-11 to 1-14,
forcing extra-time.

And Bradley’s last point
of the game left them
2-13 to 1-15 ahead with
two minutes of extra-time
to go.

But Brennan converted
a free for Trillick to send
the game to penalties and
the holders edged it.

Meanwhile, SUMMER-
HILL are the first team
through to the Meath SFC
semi-finals.

The runners-up for the
last three seasons beat
CURRAHA 2-8 to 2-6
to secure top spot in
Group A — and a last-
four place.

Struggling Curraha
started strongly and
notched an early goal but
Barry Dardis netted to
leave Summerhill 1-3 to
1-2 up at half-time.

They fell three points
behind in the third quar-
ter but finished well with
a John Lavelle goal reas-
serting their authority.

Liam Shaw hit their
insurance point late on to
secure the two-point win.

Former All-Star Ian
Burke was on the mark as
three-in-a-row All-Ireland
winners COROFIN beat AN
CHEATHRÚ RUA 0-16 to
0-6 in Galway. 

ANNAGHADOWN saw off
MICHEÁL BREATHNACH
1-15 to 1-11.

In the Clare SFC Round
2 refixture, CRATLOE beat
CLONDEGAD 2-11 to 0-9
and ABBEYLARA overcame
DROMARD 0-14 to 0-11 in
Longford.

CAVAN GAELS are
through to the Cavan
semi-finals following a
2-19 to 0-15 win over
RAMOR UNITED.

BRADLEY . . . 1-7 but lost

Club SFC
round-up

Your kids are fine 
and healthy, and 
it’s not until 
that’s shaken 
that you see
the other 
side of life

JOHNNY McLOONE’S life
was family, football and
work before the world
turned upside down. 

A three-time Donegal SFC
champion with Naomh Conaill,
the former county player runs
a butcher shop in Killybegs. 

The Glenties man was part of the
Tír Chonaill squad from 2007 until
2009 before he got married to Ger-
aldine and started a family. 

And while the Covid-19 shutdown
in March brought up issues in all
areas of life, that was nothing to the
news that was to come on June 26.

On that day his five-year-old son
Danny was diagnosed with leukemia
and the last two months have been
a whirlwind as he promptly started
treatment at Our Lady’s Children’s
Hospital in Crumlin. 

Watching his child go through
that was a nightmare but the family
quickly jumped the first hurdle —
acceptance. 

McLoone told SunSport: “You have
your own wee bubble.

“My life was football, family and
work and you live in a wee town
like Glenties and you come and go
from work in Killybegs — it’s just an
idealistic wee world. 

“You live in a wee bubble and
football was everything.

“Then the kids come along and
they are everything along with foot-
ball, and work is there as a con-
stant, so those three things are
basically what we had. 

“Your kids are fine and healthy
and it’s not until that’s shaken that
you see the other side of life. It’s a
secure wee bubble and now we are
thrown into this whole new world,
and you are just adapting to it. 

“You see what people do in Crum-
lin and you see what they do in
Letterkenny and you are thinking to
yourself, ‘I’m cheating it a wee bit
here’.

“What I do is irrelevant to the
bigger picture and you really appre-
ciate the work that nurses, doctors
and social workers do and the dif-
ference they make to people’s lives.

“We are strong, my wife Gerald-
ine is a very strong person and
only for that we would struggle
even more. 

“It’s a real shock and when
you see it in front of your own
eyes with your own wee fella,
it’s scary stuff.

“But we have turned a
corner now — we have
accepted it.”

In the background,
Johnny and Geraldine
have received enormous

support from family,
friends and the Naomh

Conaill club, who he served so
well as a player until 2017,
winning those county titles in
2005, 2010 and 2015.

They also won the Done-
gal crown last year.

McLoone is a coach in the
senior set-up now as they
look to retain it. 

Football means every-
thing where he grew up
and the club’s ascent to the
top table was sparked by a
certain Jim McGuinness 15
years ago.

But there are other
things in life that mean so
much more. Recent weeks
have brought a sharp
perspective and his
daughters Sarah, 7, and
Eve, 6, provide their
own form of comfort to
their parents as their
younger brother fights
a different battle.

He said: “We have
great support around
us and between my
sisters and brothers
and Geraldine’s sisters
and brothers, they did

up rotas for who would look after
the two girls.

“The fact that we have other kids
really helped, too. When you are at
your worst, you come home and see

them and they give you a wee lift.
If I was coming back to an empty
house, you would be very low. 

“Then obviously the club has
chipped in a lot and you see peo-
ple’s worth when you need them.
You really do appreciate everything.

“I hardly worked for a few weeks
and everyone stood up and was
chipping in doing their bit. If we
hadn’t that network of support,
we would have been under
pressure in a big way. 

“The first positive we got
out of all of this, when
Danny was at his absolute
worst, was when I went to
chat to a social worker.

“You have to sort
things out and one of
the first things she told
me was that there was
a good chance Danny
would start school this
year. 

“We hadn’t even talked
about Danny starting
school but that was the
first bright spark we got.

“For me that was huge
— that he could stay with
his group of friends.”

Danny could be
undergoing treatment for
another three years but
the family are deter-
mined to take each day
as it comes. 

His team-mates with

the Under-8s have organised a ‘Dan-
der for Danny’ tomorrow to raise
awareness and funds for his battle.

The help the family received from
the moment they set foot in the
hospitals in Letterkenny and Crum-
lin was vital and all played a part
on the road to recovery. 

And there is light at the end of
the tunnel after those initial trau-
matic weeks in Crumlin. Brave
Danny starts school on Monday and
is returning to his old happy self.

His dad said: “The club
wanted to do more and this
all snowballed from my
brother Michael and the
Under-8s organising a
wee walk. If we can push

the awareness of what
Danny has, there is a sup-
port network there.

“You are only allowed
one at a time in the ward
because of Covid, I
remember we stayed at

the Red Cow Hotel on
the first night.
“We went to pay for it

and Aoibheann’s Pink
Tie — the children’s

cancer charity — cov-
ered the room. You
don’t believe how
much is going on
behind the scenes
and your eyes are
really opened into
what is going on

in terms of looking after kids and
their families. 

“Danny has come back and you
weren’t sure if you would get him
back, which was the worrying thing.
He was a different child and you
were wondering if you would ever
see the wee man again as he was.

“It’s all learning. We’ll get there,
there’s a big light at the end of the
tunnel. You learn early that you
have your own story and you have
one person to really worry about.

“So it’s a wee bit selfish, because
if you take in anyone else’s story
you’d be overcome. 

“The ward in Crumlin is a very
sad place to be and there were cer-
tain questions you didn’t want to
ask because you didn’t want to hear
the answer.

“But from the 12 or 13 in our
ward, we had the best-case scenario.
We have a bright light at the end of
the tunnel. There’s a 95 per cent
success rate because it’s the cancer
they know most about and he’s got
it at the best age.

“We are going on the right side of
everything we possibly can and you
take comfort in all of that.

“It could be worse but it’s day to
day. We literally live day to day
now, there’s no point worrying about
tomorrow.”
lTHE DANDER FOR DANNY five kilometre walk will take
place in Glenties in Donegal tomorrow from 2-6pm,
starting from the comprehensive school car park. To
donate see the Dander for Danny Facebook page or click on
paypal.me/walkfordanny

By JASON
BYRNE

GAA WRITER

ALL THAT 
MATTERS . . . 
Geraldine and 

Johnny with Sarah, 
Eve and Danny

We have a bright light at the end 

of the tunnel, there’s a 95 per 

cent success rate because it’s the 

cancer they know most about and 

he’s got it at the best age

The ward in Crumlin is a 
very sad place to be and 

there were certain 
questions you didn’t want 
to ask because you didn’t 
want to hear the answer

DON THAT 
. . . McLoone 

on county 
duty in 2008
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By PAUL KEANE

AUSTIN STACKS will play
Kenmare in the Kerry
club football final after
sneaking through on
scoring difference.

The Tralee outfit over-
came a LEGION side that
finished with 13 men by
2-13 to 0-8 to secure
their final spot.

DINGLE saw off
KILCUMMIN 0-18 to 1-12
to finish the group on five
points alongside Stacks
but scoring difference
cost them.

Cillian O’Connor was
among the goals as
BALLINTUBBER scored a
crucial 3-19 to 1-7 win
over MOY DAVITTS in the
Mayo SFC.

The Mayo star success-
fully appealed his dis-
missal during their draw
with Aghamore and was
cleared to play.

His first-half penalty
helped the back-to-back
title holders to lead 3-6
to 1-4 at half-time.

BALLAGHADERREEN, the
2019 runners-up, made it
back-to-back wins after
overcoming GARRYMORE
2-8 to 0-13. WESTPORT
remain undefeated but
could only draw 2-10 to
2-10 with CHARLESTOWN.

SCOTSTOWN made it
three wins out of three in
the Monaghan SFC with a
2-15 to 0-7 destruction of
CARRICKMACROSS. 

TRUAGH crushed LAT-
TON 4-17 to 0-6.

There was a shock in
Armagh where 2018 and
2019 finalists BALLYMAC-
NAB crashed out of the
championship, losing 2-16
to 2-12 to MADDEN. KIL-
LEAVY beat GRANGE 2-15
to 0-14 while MAGHERY
were 1-13 to 1-9 winners
over DROMINTEE.

SLAUGHTNEIL top their
group in the Derry SFC
after a 2-12 to 1-4 defeat
of COLERAINE.

Shane McGuigan blasted
0-10 in their opening-
round victory and was
among the goals this time
for the 2015 and 2017 All-
Ireland finalists.

CLAUDY and SWATRAGH
drew 1-11 to 1-11 but
GLEN got the better of
MAGHERAFELT 0-11 to 1-5.

LONGFORD SLASHERS
began the Longford SFC
with a 1-16 to 0-8 win
over FR MANNING GAELS
though ST MARY’S, GRAN-
ARD and DROMARD played
out a 1-11 to 0-14 draw.

GARRYCASTLE made it
back-to-back victories in
the Westmeath SFC with a
5-11 to 0-5 drubbing of
CAULRY. John Heslin’s ST
LOMAN’S took care of
SHANDONAGH 0-17 to 1-8.

Seánie Johnston inspired
CAVAN GAELS to a 1-20 to
1-4 Cavan win over MUL-
LAHORAN. GOWNA and
LAVEY drew 0-18 to 1-15.

Bros of 
Tralee go 
through

O’CONNOR . . . penalty

Club SFC 
round-up

DERRY FOOTBALL        HERO’S OLD NORMALDERRY FOOTBALL        HERO’S OLD NORMAL

Visitors couldn’t
fathom how 
there were 
soldiers
on streets
with ArmaLites
and AK-47s

GAA

TROUBLED TIMES . . . 
Fergal McCusker vividly 

remembers the ‘old 
normal’ of guns and 

barricades on streets
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By PAUL KEANE

GRAEME MULCAHY
starred again as
KILMALLOCK reached the
Limerick SHC semi-finals.

The 2018 All Star was
among the goals as Kil-
mallock raced 15 points
clear at the interval, beat-
ing AHANE 2-22 to 3-13.

Mulcahy’s 1-4 matched
his haul in the win over
Na Piarsaigh while Oisín
O’Reilly struck the other
goal and David Wolfe
sniped 0-5 from play.

Back-to-back wins pro-
pel the 2014 champions
into the last four — but
they have got five weeks
to wait for that game.

No-nonsense boss Tony
Considine said: “To con-
cede 3-8 in the second
half and score only eight
points, it’s a big worry.

“Thankfully we’ve five
weeks to get it right. I’d
be happy with the first
half but very, very disap-
pointed with the second.”

Ahane were a different
team after the break with
two goals from Paul
O’Halloran and another
from Tom Morrissey, who
hit 1-7 in total.

PATRICKSWELL are also
through to the semi-finals
despite drawing 2-15 to
0-21 with DOON.

In Clare, Shane McGrath
hit 4-10 for FEAKLE in a
5-20 to 2-12 demolition of
CLARECASTLE to reach
the quarter-finals.

KILMALEY and holders
SIXMILEBRIDGE will join
them after wins yesterday.

With six Dublin SHC
quarter-finalists already
known, BALLYBODEN ST
ENDA’S became the sev-
enth team through after a
2-20 to 2-10 victory over
CRAOBH CHIARÁIN. 

WHITEHALL COLMCILLE
and ST JUDE’S meet today
to decide the last spot.

CASTLEGAR hammered
Joe Canning’s PORTUMNA
4-21 to 1-18 in the Galway
SHC while there were also
wins for TURLOUGHMORE,
ARDRAHAN and a David
Collins-inspired LIAM
MELLOWS.

BENNETTSBRIDGE saw
off DANESFORT 3-16 to
1-17 in Kilkenny while in
Cork GLEN ROVERS and
ERINS OWN both won.

Tipperary SHC holders
and Munster champions
BORRIS-ILEIGH crushed
BURGESS 3-23 to 1-14.

KILRUANE MacDONAGHS
got the better of MOY-
CARKEY-BORRIS 3-21 to
2-19. UPPERCHURCH-
DROMBANE drew with
TOOMEVARA.

Waterford champions
BALLYGUNNER are
through to the quarter-fi-
nals, defeating PASSAGE
2-20 to 0-15. 

NAOMH EANNA are into
the Wexford semis, seeing
off FERNS 1-17 to 0-13.

Mulcahy
repeats

the dose

MULCAHY . . . on fire

Club SHC 
round-up

DERRY FOOTBALL        HERO’S OLD NORMALDERRY FOOTBALL        HERO’S OLD NORMAL

By JASON
BYRNE

GAA WRITER

DERRY legend Fergal
McCusker remembers the
murder and mayhem all too
well. 

The star half-back, now 50,
won his county’s battle for All-
Ireland glory in 1993 but he
grew up in the midst of a very
different war in Maghera.

The new normal across the island
of Ireland today is social distancing,
face-masks, hand-washing and lim-
ited spectators at matches. 

The old normal for towns and
villages across Northern Ire-

land was British army bar-
ricades, searches,

interrogation, bombs,
sectarian violence and

death.
Growing up

through the Troubles
and into the start
of his senior inter-
county career in
1988, the madness
was all
McCusker knew.

He told Sun-
Sport: “When
your cousins
from America
came over or
people from
the south
came to visit,
they just

couldn’t fathom how there were sol-
diers on the streets walking about
with ArmaLites and AK-47s. 

“There were Saracens going up and
down the streets, or Land Rovers with
police hanging out the back holding
guns as people went about their day.

“South Derry was a bit of a hotbed
for republicanism during the troub-
les. I would have seen a fair bit of it
and you had the usual stuff of being
stopped and searched on your way to
training and things like that. 

“You just got used to it. In the 26
counties, maybe it wasn’t normal but
Maghera would have been closed off
at night with barricades by the
police and the army and opened up
again each morning. 

“It was no different to anywhere
else in Northern Ireland. It’s like
anything else — if you are were kid
living in the Middle East or wher-
ever, it’s just what you were used to.”

January 1998 turned into a night-
mare for the town, when McCusker’s
close pal of the same name was
gunned down by loyalist paramili-
taries on his way home from a night
out with pals. 

Fergal ‘Ricky’ McCusker was 28

when he was murdered by the Loy-
alist Volunteer Force, and his family
insisted he was killed simply because
he was a Catholic. 

Four men were arrested in the
wake of the shooting but were later
released and, 22 years later, nobody
has ever been charged. 

The man was another name on the
list of thousands of innocent people
who died as a result of sectarian vio-
lence and the ex-Derry defender
remembers him fondly. 

He said: “My namesake and club-
mate Fergal McCusker was shot by
the LVF in 1998. My name back in
the day was Pádraig Fergal McCusker
and he was Fergal McCusker. 

“That’s where ‘Fergal P’ came out
of for me — just to distinguish
between the two of us. ‘Ricky’ was
his nickname and we played together
up through the club. 

“Because of unemployment in the
area he went to America to look for
work and he was in Boston for a few
years and came back for Christmas.

“It could have been any one of us
in the town, it was just unfortunate
that it was Fergal. He was walking
home through a shortcut and forces
of loyalism shot and murdered him.
It was very sad. 

“He is remembered every year by
the people of Maghera and there’s a
match every year organised by the
club and there’s a function after-
wards. He is certainly not forgotten.”

The guns — most of them at least

— fell silent in the wake of the Good
Friday Agreement later that year. 

At the core of that truce was John
Hume — Derry’s most famous son. 

He won the Nobel Peace Prize for
his tireless efforts to end the blood-
shed and passed away last Monday
morning at the age of 83. 

Hume was more of a soccer man
and served as president of Derry
City FC. But during a recent rewatch
of Derry’s pulsating Ulster SFC
defeat to Down in 1994, McCusker
was delighted to spot him in the
Celtic Park crowd. 

He said: “You talk about laying
down your life for your country and
John Hume definitely did that. 

“His commitment to peace and
uniting the various tribes of this
island probably cost him his life ulti-
mately. It was a very sad day.

“I never knew of him to be at any
Derry GAA games, he was more of a
Derry City man. But I was watching
back at that game in 1994 against
Down and you can see him in the
crowd with a white shirt on him, it
was a hot day. 

“To reach 83 is a decent innings
but for the last 10 or 15 years he
wasn’t able to enjoy his retirement
properly. I never came across him
but he was someone I admired grow-
ing up.

“Thankfully we have peace, if you
want to call it that. The violence that
was there 30 years ago is certainly
gone and long may that continue.” 

VICTIM . . . funeral cortege of the Derry player’s good pal and namesake 
Fergal McCusker (right), who was murdered by the LVF in 1998 

DERRY TWIRLS . . . the Derry team celebrate after their 
victory over Cork in the 1993 All-Ireland football final 
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