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private
school
staff get
Vaccines
A PRIVATE hospital
gave Covid-19 vaccines
to teachers at a private
school, the Irish Daily
Mail can reveal.
O n Tu e s d a y, 2 0 t e a c h e r s
and staff at the prestigious
fee-paying St Gerard’s Catholic

exclusive
By Craig Hughes

Political Correspondent

School in Bray received vaccines
that were ‘left over’.

The Mail has confirmed that
 hildren of the CEO of the Beacon
c
Hospital, Michael Cullen, attend

the school.
Teachers are ranked 11th on the
National Immunisation Advisory
Committee (NIAC) prioritisation list
for vaccination.
Fees at St Gerard’s, which sits on a
‘magnificent’ 60-acre site, were
reported last year as €7,420 last year,
making it the fourth most expensive
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Private hospital gives jabs to up to
20 teachers from fee-paying school
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Shock: John Brady

school in the country. The privately
owned Beacon Hospital has been used
as a hub to vaccinate more than 9,000
frontline healthcare workers. The service is being provided for free by the
hospital.
On Tuesday 1,096 HSE staff were
vaccinated at the Beacon.
However, sources at the hospital have
said they were left with 20 excess doses
after a HSE mistake that double
booked frontline staff at both the Bea-

con and the Aviva Stadium. A source
within the hospital explained that the
decision was made in the late evening,
at short notice, with little time for
c onsideration. ‘At 4.30pm all of the
bookings were completed and there
were doses left over. It was either use
them or let them go to waste. It’s the
first time that we had a no-show,’ the
source said.
The Mail understands that staff at
the clinic were due to finish at 6pm,
meaning there was just an hour and a
half to use the vaccines. Within an hour

of the school being contacted by the
hospital, the staff were at the hospital
and all were vaccinated in a short time
period. The hospital operates ten
vaccination booths on the site.
A spokesman for the Beacon Hospital
said that ‘there were a small number of
leftover vaccines drawn up that needed
to be used within a short period of
time’.
He said: ‘Late on Tuesday evening, in
keeping with the zero-wastage policy,
this leftover AstraZeneca vaccine was
administered to people within the
community,’ the spokesman said.
It is not clear if a standby list was in
place or not, as advised by the HSE.
A spokeswoman for the HSE last
night said: ‘There are clear sequencing guidelines in place and we expect
everyone to follow them.’
The HSE is currently vaccinating
the first four cohorts, which include
the over-70s, frontline healthcare
workers and those aged 16-69 with an
underlying medical condition.
In a statement, on Wednesday, the
HSE apologised for the ‘inconvenience caused’ by the double-booking
blunder. ‘Issues arose because of the
work under way across separate
teams to finish the residue of
Cohort 2 applicants. Work has now
been undertaken to ensure that this
does not reoccur,’ it said.
‘Where inquiries were received
people were told to accept the most

It’s absolutely
shocking’
convenient one. No vaccine was
wasted as a result of this small
number of double appointments. The
HSE apologies for any inconvenience
caused,’ the statement said.
The vaccination of more than
220,000 frontline healthcare workers
will be completed this week.
St Gerard’s school said ‘no comment’ in response to a series of questions from this newspaper yesterday.
Sinn Féin TD for Wicklow John
Brady said the incident amounted to
‘privilege looking after privilege’.
‘It’s absolutely shocking, for any
hospital or any facility to be distributing the vaccine without adhering
to the strict guidelines that have
been laid down by the HSE following
a number of instances where similar
situations have occurred,’ he said.
‘For any facility to be breaching
that, following the anxiety that’s out
there in the community, people are
crying out for vaccines who are higher
up the priority list, such as carers
and people with different health

Smart
operators:
St Gerard’s
is one of
Ireland’s top
private
schools

St Gerard’s in Bray is the fourth
most expensive fee-paying school
in the country, according to the
latest figures.
Pupils enrolling this school year
could expect to pay up to €7,420.
In 2019, it was listed as one of
the best schools in the county
and the sixth best mixed school in
the country.
The list, compiled by a Sunday
newspaper, was based on the
average proportion of students
gaining places in the country’s
top universities and colleges.
Overall, St Gerard’s was rated as
the best school in Wicklow and
the 29th best school in Ireland
(climbing from 40th) with 78.9%
of its students gaining a place at
 onditions. For people to be skipping
c
the queue is an absolutely shocking,’
he said.
‘That this is a private hospital adds
a different dimension to it, and giving
it to people attached to a private
school will stick in the craw of so
many people out there.
‘It just stinks of nepotism where
t h e p r i v i l e g e d i n s o c i e t y a r e
looking after themselves and not
taking any consideration for people’s
needs,’ he said.
There have been a number of issues
involving the use of ‘excess’ vaccine
doses during the rollout.
Last month, our sister paper, the
Irish Mail on Sunday revealed that

FINANCIAL TOLL OF COVID
OF PEOPLE CUT DOWN ON
A quarter of people are cutting
back on food and utilities due
to the financial strain of the
pandemic, a new study has found.
Research carried out by Red C on
behalf of St Vincent de Paul found
43% of the population are experiencing some kind of financial
hardship due to the pandemic.
The survey found 24% are cutting
back on food, heat or electricity,
22% are using their savings to
meet living expenses and 14%
are falling behind on bills such as

By James Ward
rent or mortgages. Families in
low-income households prior to
the pandemic are experiencing
the brunt of financial woes,
the poll of more than 1,000
people found.
Dr Tricia Keilthy, SVP head of
social justice, said: ‘These findings
point to a divergence in experience during lockdown, with those
most vulnerable to financial strain
and poverty feeling the brunt of
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FEES OF €7,500... AND
A LIST OF STARRY
PAST PUPILS

university and 98% going on to
study at third-level. The co-educational school currently has
549 pupils and a student/staff
ratio of 17.0.
It has a student population of
over 850 including its Senior
School, Junior School, and Montessori. It has 535 pupils in the
Senior School and 250 pupils in
the Junior School.
Famous past pupils include the
author Emma Hannigan; the
former State pathologist John
Harbison; the singer Hozier; the
artist Louis Le Brocquy and businessman Tony Smurfit.
It is set on 36 acres and is
known for its arts and music
programmes. The Senior School
dozens of office workers from
one north Dublin HSE office
were vaccinated outside of the prioritisation order.
The vaccinations of the largely
clerical and non-Covid-facing HSE
staff at Community Healthcare
Organisation Dublin North City
and County offices were organised
by HSE managers, and the 
workers were processed through
the HSE’s vaccine portal.
Crucially, the workers attended
appointments that were organised
by email and by text message.
And in January, 16 family
members of staff at the Coombe
maternity hospital, including the

choir, vocal ensembles and
orchestra all perform a number
of formal and informal concerts
throughout the year. Students
are encouraged to get involved
in public speaking and Model
United Nations.
Its most prominent sports
are rugby and hockey while
past pupils have represented
Ireland in equestrian, skiing,
golf, tennis, athletics and
archery.
The school says it has some of
the best sporting facilities in the
country including five allweather, floodlit astro-turf
pitches, several rugby pitches,
tennis courts and a sports hall
with two ‘fitness suites’.
children of the hospital’s master
Professor Michael O’Connell, were
vaccinated with doses left over at
the end of the day.
Two family members of staff at
the Rotunda Hospital received
leftover vaccines.
Speaking in the Dáil yesterday,
Minister for Health Stephen
Donnelly said that the vaccination
programme would significantly
‘step up’ from next month.
The State aims to give 80% of all
adults their first jab by the end of
June, he said.
There have been a number of
problems with the rollout.
craig.hughes@dailymail.ie

SEES A QUARTER
FOOD AND FUEL
the negative economic consequence of the pandemic.
‘While the Government policy
response has mitigated significant income losses through the
Pandemic Unemployment Payment and wage subsidy schemes,
this data shows that additional
interventions for those most at
risk of financial distress are
needed to ensure the public
health crisis is not followed
by a deeper debt, homelessness
and poverty crisis.’

Over a third
of one-parent
families have had
to cut back on heating or have
fallen behind on bills during the
pandemic, and 25% cut back on
food due to increased costs.
For people unable to work due
to illness or disability, 42%
reported going without heating, compared to 18% of people
at work. Meanwhile, almost one
in ten renters reported falling
behind on their rent.

By James Ward
and Craig Hughes
People in nursing homes
and frontline healthcare
workers will be ‘practically
fully protected’ from Covid-19
by the end of the week, the
HSE has said.

The vaccination rollout is to
significantly ramp up over the
coming months, with approximately 1million doses scheduled
to be delivered each month for
April, May and June across
all suppliers.
Mr Reid said it is expected the
Johnson & Johnson jab should
also become available during the
second quarter of this year.
While there are not yet any
scheduled delivery dates for that
vaccine, Mr Reid said he expects
some to arrive next month, with
increasing levels being delivered
in June and July.
Next week the national target
delivery is between 95,000 and
105,000 vaccine doses.
Use of the AstraZeneca vaccine
resumed this week following a
pause in its usage over concerns
it was linked to blood clotting.
After receiving the all-clear
from the European Medicines
Agency last week, some 17,500
doses have been administered of
the 30,000 that were missed
during its suspension.

750,000
vaccination total here

by the end of this week
Chief clinical officer Dr Colm
Henry said recent studies have
shown ‘hints’ that the vaccine
can not only reduce serious
illness and deaths, but could also
stop transmission.
Citing a study in Scotland
taken between December and
March, he said: ‘In this study,
which involved a lot of people, if
you were unvaccinated and you
lived with a vaccinated healthcare worker, you were much less
likely (54%) to get Covid.’
Vaccination of frontline healthcare workers will be complete by
the end of this week, while some
250,000 inoculations in the
over-70s group will be complete
by then.
In total, the HSE expects
750,000 vaccinations to be administered by the end of this week.
HSE chief executive Paul Reid
told a briefing yesterday: ‘By the
end of this week, we will have
close to 750,000 vaccinations
administered, and well over half
a million dose ones completed
already.
‘We’ll have close to 250,000 vaccinations completed in the over70s group, and we’ll have completed our frontline healthcare
workers, and that will be closed,
that process around vaccinating
frontline healthcare workers.
‘And practically fully protected
all of those residing in nursing
homes.’
He added: ‘So despite much of
the frustration which we understand, based on supplies to date,
the impacts that we have seen to

Progress: HSE
chief Paul Reid
and Anne
O’Connor at
yesterday’s
HSE briefing

NURSING HOMES
AND FRONT LINE
COVID-PROOFED
BY THE END OF
THE WEEK – HSE
date are very significant, and the
benefits we’ve seen are very
significant from the vaccination
programme.’
Mr Reid said levels of Covid-19
in nursing homes are at the
lowest level that has been seen
during the pandemic, even lower
than in July when the country
was seeing just ten cases a day.
They have also seen the lowest
level of infection in healthcare
workers as a percentage of the
total weekly cases.
Mr Reid said: ‘Now, what we’re
experiencing is entirely collapsing levels of Covid infections taking place in healthcare settings.
‘So we are seeing really strong
benefits. As we move down to
the prioritisation group and continue to do that, we know we are
making a huge difference to the
number of serious illness and
deaths right now.’
But the vaccination rollout for
elderly housebound patients has
yet to begin in most parts of the
country.
GPs began administering the
vaccine to over-85s six weeks

ago. However, patients who were
housebound only began to be
vaccinated on March 12 in the
south east of the country. The
HSE has identified around 2,000
people over 70 and housebound,
meaning they cannot travel to
their GP for vaccination.
Speaking in the Dáil, Junior
Minister with responsibility for
Older People Mary Butler said
that by the end of this week 740
housebound patients in the
southeast of the country will be
vaccinated.
Next week the rollout to housebound patients in the west and
south of the country will begin.
Ms Butler said all over-70s who
are housebound will be vaccinated by ‘early April’.
The National Ambulance Service is assisting in the rollout by
calling to people’s homes with
the difficult-to-store Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines.
There are currently ten
ambulances tasked with
calling to housebound patients
but they can only complete 14
each day.

