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Remembering the night Cork burned

Flames are projected onto Cork City Hall as part of the ceremony to mark 100 years since the burning of Cork by British forces during the War of Independence.

Picture: Larry Cummins

Funds approved for children’s hospital in Cork
Eoin English
Funding has been approved
to kick-start the delivery of a
new €60m children’s hospital
in Cork.
The approval comes amid
confirmation that a planning
application for the longawaited children’s facility on
the grounds of Cork University Hospital (CUH) is expected to be lodged within
weeks.
The Irish Examiner can
reveal that planning will be
sought for a three-storey
o ve r g r o u n d , t wo - s t o r e y

■ Planning application to be lodged within weeks
basement facility, to include
78 single en-suite rooms,
each with a sleeping area for
parents, special disability
rooms, high dependency
rooms, and haematology and
oncology rooms, as well as a
mental health and a palliative care room.
It will have a six-bed paediatric assessment unit and
an ambulatory, or outpatient
care space, a school, a health
and social care professional
space, with a physio gym,

and clinic space for occupational therapists and dieticians.
Crucially, the unit will
have four paediatric surgical
theatres in its basement,
each one with capacity for
about 1,200 cases per year.
Once built, it is expected
that paediatric services at
Mercy University Hospital
will transfer to CUH.
While capital approval has
been given for the design
phase, Ernst and Young have

been appointed to conduct a
cost-benefit analysis report
for the third, or construction
phase, it emerged last night.
That report is expected to
be ready for consideration by
the end of January, at which
point the scheme will proceed to planning.
“This is very welcome
news for families across
Cork and indeed the
Munster region,” Taoiseach
Micheál Martin said.
“I am acutely aware of the

need to modernise the paediatric facilities in Cork
and progressing this development at CUH has been a
high priority for me and HSE
management.”
CUH’s existing children’s
unit was built in 1978. Its paediatric services decanted to
another area of the hospital
five years ago amid hopes a
new children’s unit was imminent, but the services are
all still being delivered in
that temporary location.
The paediatric facilities
are in need of significant expansion and modernisation

and campaigning and fundraising for an extension and
upgrade have been under
way for several years.
Two of the project’s biggest supporters, CUH Charity ambassador and Ireland
and Munster rugby star,
Peter O’Mahony, and his
Munster team-mate Billy
Holland, were briefed on the
planning application during
a site visit.
Mr O’Mahony said he was
delighted to finally see significant progress.
“I was talking to some of
the paediatric specialists

working at CUH and they
have been 10 years working
on this project — they have
been a long time waiting,” he
said. “News that a planning
application is coming is a
real statement of intent that
this is going ahead.
“There has been a lot of
talk about the new children’s
hospital in Dublin but this
will be such an important
facility for the people of
Munster — it is badly
needed.”
Consultant paediatrician
Dave Mullane, clinical director for paediatrics at CUH,

said the pace of delivery has
been frustrating but he was
glad to see a planning application being lodged.
“We need to ensure that
the facilities here at CUH are
of a similar standard and to
the best international standard,” he said.
Just over 40,000 children
were treated at CUH last
year — 15,000 through its
emergency department,
15,000 attended out-patient
clinics and there were 6,100
admissions as in-patients
and day cases.
Editorial: 16

Ventilators costing €14.1m not used over quality
Cianan Brennan
The HSE paid €14.1m to an
Irish company for ventilators from China which
were never used due to “issues with the quality”.
In March, the HSE recruited an Irish-based
events management company, Roqu Media International Limited, to import
medical ventilators and
other supplies for use in
Irish hospitals in the face of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, while five flights
worth of supplies were
delivered in April, the

ventilators were never used.
A HSE spokesperson said
there “were issues with the
quality of the delivered
products” and the ventilators were “not deployed in
clinical settings”.
The HSE remains “in continuing discussions” with
Roqu to “resolve issues arising”.
Roqu owner Rober t
Quirke said the issues were
due to ventilators requiring
“specific ongoing calibration”, adding that “we
have previously connected
the HSE to the manufacturers for clarification”.

It is unclear what background Roqu, a company
with a track record in festival management in the
Middle East, had in the procurement of medical products.
In March, the HSE was
scrambling for medical
supplies in the face of a
global shortage and had an
urgent need for ventilators
for the most vulnerable
Covid-19 patients.
Roqu, which was first
incorporated in 2017, had
no Irish trading history
previous to the HSE deal per
its 2018 accounts.

Mr Quirke, a former IDA
executive from Westmeath
who describes himself as the
president and CEO of
Roqu Group, is also the
firm’s sole employee, while
the company’s headquarters
is based in an apartment
complex in Dublin.
The arrangement with the
HSE led to five flight
deliveries to Dublin and
Shannon airports of over
1.5m pieces of medical
equipment, according to Mr
Quirke, including ventilators and medical air compressors, intensive care
beds, personal protective

equipment (PPE), and other
medical equipment.
It is unclear exactly how
many ventilators were delivered. In April, Roqu
stated that 200 machines
had arrived in Ireland via
four flights.
However, in correspondence with the Irish Examiner, Mr Quirke said that
just 72 ventilators were delivered.
Mr Quirke said Roqu had
made no profit on the deliveries and had “no intention of gaining huge profits
from PPE or medical equipment”.

Vaccination hubs
in rollout strategy

No jail after man duped
95-year-old out of €70k

Paul Hosford

A Co Cork horse breeder
who dishonestly induced
a 95-year-old Ker ry man
into withdrawing €70,000
of his savings from his bank
account was given a twoyear suspended jail sentence.
Patrick Hurley, aged 73,
from Carhoogarriff, Leap, Co
Cork, had earlier been found
guilty by a jury at Tralee Circuit Court, sitting in Limerick, of two counts of decep-
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Chair of the high level vaccine
taskforce Brian MacCraith.
community. However, all
vaccines will be given by
medical personnel.
It is also understood that
the plan will suggest that the
rollout of the vaccine will
ramp up from January before reaching full scale by
May, as well as containing
recommendations on the logistics of transporting and
storing the vaccines as well
as a communications strategy around the vaccines.
Taoiseach Micheál Martin
said that he expected European stocks of the vaccines to
“build up” in January and
February.
News: 4

tion, involving sums totalling €70,000 from the victim,
Eugene O’Sullivan, from
Kenmare.
H u rl e y , a f a r m e r a n d
horse breeder, had denied
the charges.
Mr O’Sullivan, who is believed to be the oldest drover
in Ireland, was duped by
Hurley into withdrawing
cash from his account, on the
false premise that his bank
was on the verge of collapsing, it was heard.
News: 12

A very special ‘thank you’ to
all the nurses, doctors and all
staff in the Children’s Unit for
their dedicated care of our
children.

Peter
O’Mahony
CUH Charity Ambassador
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Vaccination hubs could be
established to allow for the
delivery of the first doses of
Covid-19 vaccines under Ireland’s rollout strategy.
The high-level vaccine
taskforce, chaired by Dublin
City University president
Brian MacCraith, was due to
deliver its report to Health
Minister Stephen Donnelly
yesterday, setting out Ireland’s plan for the logistics of
rolling out millions of doses
of the vaccines after they are
approved by European regulators.
The plan will not be published until after Tuesday’s
Cabinet meeting to allow the

Government time to consider and debate it.
However, it is understood
that the plan includes recommendations for the establishment of large-scale ‘vaccination hubs’ on existing HSE
campuses across the country
for the administration of the
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine
which is due to be approved
by the European Medicines
Agency (EMA) at the end of
December. This is due to the
need to store this vaccine at
-70 degrees Celsius.
Other vaccines set for approval do not need this type
of storage, which will mean
that GPs, pharmacists, and
retired medical personnel
can be drafted in to administer the vaccinations in the
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As Ambassador of the CUH
Charity I want to applaud
all those who raise funds
to provide life-saving and
life-changing equipment,
facilities and services for
the Children’s Unit at Cork
University Hospital.

CUH (Cork University Hospital) Charity,
Room 8, Main Concourse, Cork University Hospital,Wilton, Cork
Website: www.cuhcharity.ie
Email: info@cuhcharity.ie | Phone: 021 423 4529
facebook.com/CorkUniversityHospitalCharity/
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Boy, 3, found shivering in cabin as mother was taking heroin
Liam Heylin
A shivering three-year-old
boy was found by gardaí in a
cabin at the back of a derelict
house in Cork City, while his
mother and her partner were
visibly taking heroin.
At the hearing of a child
neglect case in Cork District
Court yesterday, Judge
Colm Roberts said it spoke

vo l u m e s t h a t t h e b o y ’ s
mother and her partner had
been allocated money for accommodation in Cork, but
were keeping it to make trips
to Dublin to buy heroin.
Garda Alison O’Flynn had
been looking for the child,
and for the child’s sister,
after relatives said they
had not seen the children
in months and were very

concerned about them.
Garda Judith Notley told
the court she found the
three-year-old boy, with his
mother and the mother’s
partner, in a cabin at the
back of a derelict house on
November 24, 2017.
“He was shivering. He was
very cold,” said Garda Notley. “No shoes, no socks on
his feet. He was wearing a

very light jumper. His pants
were heavily soiled. He was
in serious and immediate
danger.
“I placed him in the rear of
the patrol car, due to my concerns and my observations.
He was highly aggressive
and very distressed.”
Defence solicitor Joseph
Cuddigan said the reason the
boy’s mother was pleading

not guilty to the charge of
child neglect was that she
had repeatedly asked that
the child be taken off her by
t h e S t at e , b u t i t d i d n o t
happen until the day Garda
Notley found the boy.
Judge Rober ts asked:
“Was the child on the at-risk
register?”
Garda O’Flynn replied:
“The social worker did not

have concerns for the safety
of the children at the time.”
Judge Roberts said: “Depending on where you are in
the country, active use of
heroin may or may not be
regarded as a childcare
issue. I would have my own
view of it.”
Garda O’Flynn told Inspector Denis Lynch, who
prosecuted the case, that the

child’s mother was an active
drug user at the time. Tinfoil
a n d n e e d l e s we r e f o u n d
around the cabin.
Garda O’Flynn said the defendant’s daughter was also
her partner’s child, but her
partner was not the father of
the boy in the cabin.
The defendant said both
her children were now in
care and she had access to

them once a week and was
off drugs. Denying child neglect, she said her son was
not in soiled clothes and said:
“He pissed himself when he
saw the gardaí.”
Finding the facts proven,
the judge put the case back
for two months. The parties
cannot be identified under
legal restrictions imposed by
the Children’s Act.

Stadiums and
universities to
be used for
vaccine rollout

Essential viewing

■ First jabs likely to be available days after Christmas
as Government strategy plans delivery of 14m doses
Paul Hosford

Political Correspondent

Young fans look on from outside Austin Stack Park, Tralee, during the Electric Ireland Munster Minor Football Championship semi-final between Kerry and Cork last night.
Kerry won 0-21 to 1-15 after extra time. SEE: Sport 17
Picture: James Crombie

Covid advice breached at
care home where 10 died
Neil Michael
A Cork care home where 10
people died after contracting
Covid-19 was found to be
substantially non-compliant
w i t h h e a l t h r e g u l at i o n s
when inspected two months
after the deaths.
A Hiqa repor t into the
HSE-run
Clonakilty
Community Hospital, undertaken less than two months
after a deadly outbreak
there, shows it was
compliant in just five of 21
regulations it was inspected
for in June.
It shows infected residents
shared bedrooms with residents who had previously
tested negative for the virus.
The report states that, two
months after the outbreak, it
was still difficult for residents to be socially distant.
“This is due to the multioccupancy nature of bedrooms and the lack of communal sitting and dining
space,” the report states.
“It also limits the options
available to isolate residents
in the event of an outbreak of

an infectious disease.”
The report notes that
while handling the outbreak
in April, the HSE breached
guidelines issued by the
Health Protection and Surveillance Centre (HPSC).
“It was evident the HSE
was not adhering to and implementing the HPSC
national guidelines”, it said.
The watchdog said this
was in relation to the isolation and quarantining of
re s i d e n t s t h at we re s u s pected of being infected by
the Covid-19 virus.
Hiqa said the risks to resid e n t s a n d s t a f f we re re peatedly highlighted to the
HSE at a national level on
dates including April 17,
April 22, and April 27.
Hiqa said: “The HSE
responded that as a consequence of the limitations of
the physical premises, residents who tested positive for
the virus remained in shared
bedrooms with residents
that may have previously
tested negative for the virus
or were not showing symptoms of the virus.”

Cianan Brennan
A multimillion-euro deal to
bring medical ventilators
into Ireland saw the HSE
pay cash up front a month
in advance to a company
with no trading history.
The HSE paid €14.1m to
Roqu Media International
Limited, a Dublin-based
company with a history of
managing festivals in countries such as Saudi Arabia
and Bulgaria, for the supply
of intensive care Boaray and
Eternity ventilators “on or
about March 23” of this year
as Ireland faced into its first
lockdown.
There was huge demand
for ventilators from health
services across the world
as a key treatment for the
most vulnerable Covid-19
patients.
In an invitation to the
media to attend the arrival
of the “fourth and final”
delivery into Shannon on
April 25, Roqu said that 100
ventilators had already

arrived in Ireland, with a
further 100 due on the impending flight.
That transport was eventually cancelled “due to technical difficulties with the
flight”, according to Roqu.
The ventilators that did
arrive in Ireland were never
deployed in clinical settings
due to “issues with the
quality of the delivered
products”, said the HSE.
However, questions remain regarding a “refund”
apparently given by Roqu to
the HSE.
The HSE said that while
€14.1m was initially paid to
Roqu, it subsequently received a refund of just over
€2.7m after its original purchase order was “adjusted/
reduced”.
This figure is noted on the
official invoice supplied to
the HSE regarding the
contract.
Roqu owner Rober t
Quirke said a refund had
been offered by his company
to the HSE and in fact tot-

alled €3.8m as it had “become apparent to the HSE
that the quantity of ventilators required was less
than initially expected,
which was good”.
He said that, at the time,
Roqu had brought 72 ventilators into Ireland, as opposed to the 200 mentioned
in its April media invitation.
Asked why the refund
mentioned on the HSE’s
invoice from Roqu did not
match the €3.8m, Mr Quirke
said, “the original invoice
has since been credited and
rebilled for a lower amount
of €10.3m”.
At the time of the
contract, Roqu Media International Limited had current assets of just €122 and
no trading history, per its
2018 accounts.
The HSE said it is no longer utilising the service of
Roqu.
A spokesperson said it is
“in continuing discussion
with Roqu with a view to
resolving all issues”.

HSE chief executive Paul Reid:
Multiple centres can be used for
vaccine provision.
Picture: Leon Farrell
Health Minister Stephen
Donnelly has hailed the
vaccination strategy as a
“moment of hope and light”,
which will play a central role
in Ireland’s exit from the
pandemic.
The first doses of the vacc i n e s c o u l d b e g i ve n t o
people before the end of this
year.
This is due to the European Medicines Agency
bringing forward a meeting
to assess the Pfizer/BioNTech coronavirus vaccine to
December 21.
If approved next Monday,
December 21, the European
Commission could issue a
market authorisation for the
vaccine on Tuesday or Wednesday.
Within seven to 10 days,
vaccinations could be carried out in Ireland.
M r D o n n e l l y s a i d t h at

51

IRISH EXAMINER

NEWS: 2-7; OPINION: 8; ANALYSIS: 9; ARTS: 10; LIFE/STYLE: 11; BUSINESS: 12&13; WORLD: 14; SPORT: 15-20; ENTERTAINMENT: 21&22; DEATHS: 23; NEWS: 24

16.12.20
Recommended retail
price in Ireland € 2.30

HSE paid up-front cash for
ventilators it never used

Events spaces, conference
centres, universities, and
GAA stadiums are to be used
for the mass distribution of
Covid-19 vaccines, with the
first jabs now expected to be
administered just days after
Christmas.
The Government’s vaccination strategy outlines how
up to 14m doses of approved
vaccines will be distributed
— hospital doctors, GPs,
nurses and pharmacists are
all set to be trained to deliver
the vaccine.
HSE chief executive Paul
Reid said that Citywest Hotel
campus, the National Exhibition Centre in Swords,
and stadiums such as Croke
Park and Páirc Uí Chaoimh
were examples of places
which could be used as mass
vaccination centres when
the vaccine roll-out ramps
up.
Va c c i n e s w i l l b e d i s tributed in long-term care facilities, acute hospitals, mass
vaccination centres, before
moving to GP surgeries and
community pharmacies.
Brian McCraith, who
chaired the Government’s
high-level vaccine taskforce,
has held conversations with
a number of universities
about their involvement in
the establishment of mass
vaccination centres.
“ I ’ ve s p o k e n w i t h t h e
presidents of NUI Galway,
Waterford IT, University of
Limerick, and UCC in the
past number of days, and all
have expressed great support for the concept of being
able to assist in the development of mass vaccination
centres,” he said.

while the quantities of these
vaccinations would be low, it
would be a “great way to end
what has been a very dark
year”.
“Over time it will allow us
to reopen our society and to
reconnect in the ways we
once took for granted,” said
Mr Donnelly.
However, there have been
wa r n i n g s t h a t p r e g n a n t
women may not be able to
a va i l o f t h e va c c in e a n d
that those who are planning
to become pregnant may
have to wait a number of
months.
Health Products Regulatory Authority, (the medicines regulator) chief executive Lorraine Nolan said that
new information will become
available next year which
may change the thinking on
the effects of the vaccine on
pregnancy, but until then
more study was needed.
“In relation to people looki n g a t h a v i n g a b a by o r
undergoing fertility treatments, the advice for the mom e n t wo u l d b e i f y o u ’ re
going to be vaccinated to
wait a period of time and
then to progress [your treatment] then,” said Ms Nolan.
Chief medical officer
Tony Holohan said that it
was too early to say whether
those who have not been
vaccinated could be denied
entry to mass gatherings or,
for example, air travel.
“The people who are
vaccinated will be protected
against the severe effects of
this virus, that’s what we’re
offering,” said Dr Holohan.
“The likes of airlines will
make their own decisions.”
News: 4
Editorial: 8
World: 14
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■ Hospital staff in Munster warn
that they are stretched to limits
Overwhelmed

The major hospitals in
Munster are reaching crisis
point as Covid-19 cases soar,
staff absences increase, and
the number of patients waiting on trolleys climbs.
About 800 staff from hospitals in Cork and Limerick
were off duty this week for
Covid-19 reasons, while Cork
University Hospital (CUH)
and University Hospital Limerick (UHL) are dealing with
dozens of patients on trolleys.
Th ey are t he wor s t a ffected numbers of any hospital in the country in terms of
Covid-19 .
CUH had 145 Covid-19 patients yesterday, with UHL
dealing with 150.
Of these, 26 were in ICU between the two facilities, and
there were just a handful of
critical-care beds available.
CUH was also dealing with
23 patients on trolleys, while
UHL had 36. In contrast,
Dublin hospitals Beaumont
and Connolly had zero.
The situation is being exacerbated by huge rates of
absenteeism among staff.
Limerick hospitals alone
had almost 600 staff absent in
the group, while CUH had up
to 200 nurses and 40 doctors
of f-duty during the past
week according to the hospital clinical director.
These figures come as the
Taoiseach acknowledged
that public health restrictions may have been lifted
too quickly in December, a
situation which has contributed to the current surge
in cases.
Addressing this decision
yesterday, the Taoiseach
said in hindsight, the decision was the wrong one.
He was speaking as 3,498
more cases of Covid-19 were
announced and health officials once again pleaded with
people to remain at home
and to reduce their contacts,
“In hindsight, knowing
what we know now, would
we have done what we did a
month ago? Obviously not,”
said Micheál Martin on Virgin Media News.
“Nobody predicted, in any
model, the level of community transmission that we’re
currently experiencing, but
at the time we were coming
out of the six-week level 5
series of restrictions. That
was preceded by a level 3max series of restrictions.
Ireland has been on a lot of
restrictions right throughout this pandemic.”
His remarks echoed those
by Tánaiste Leo Varadkar,
who said that the move back
to level 3 “turned out to be
too quick”.
Corinna Sadlier, Covid-19
clinical lead at CUH, said the
situation at healthcare facilities could worsen and that

Cork University Hospital
■ Patients in hospital with
Covid-19: 145
■ Number of general beds
available: 16
■ Patients in intensive care
with Covid-19: 13
■ Number of critical care
beds available: 1
Limerick University Hospital
■ Patients in hospital with
Covid-19: 150
■ Number of general beds
available: 12
■ Patients in intensive care
with Covid-19: 13
■ Number of critical care
beds available: 2
— Figures as of January 14

more staff absences are inevitable.
“The hospital is stretched
at present owing to large
numbers of patients with
Covid-19
compounded
further by staffing issues,”
she said.
Pressures are so great this
weekend at University Hospital Limerick that 20 theatre
staff are being vaccinated
and redeployed from Nenagh, Co Tipperary.
A spokesman for the UHL
hospital group said: “Theatre staff in Nenagh are redeploying to support the opening of critical-care surge capacity in UHL to care for the
sickest Covid and non-Covid
patients.
“We are deeply indebted to
all of our staff for the enormous efforts they are making to keep patients safe.”
N e n a g h cl i n i c a l n u r s e
manag er Louise Morg an
Wa l s h s a i d : “ We a r e s o
angry, we are scared, we are
afraid. We can see our coworkers going down with
Covid and becoming very
ill.”
Yesterday, University of
Limerick Hospitals group
head Colette Cowan said 579
staf f, including over 200
nurses and 50 medical doctors, are off-duty either sick
with Covid-19 or isolating as
close contacts.
“The next two weeks are
going to be very difficult, we
are in an emergency situation,” she said.
HSE chief clinical officer
Colm Henry said ICUs are
particularly affected by the
shor tages. Speaking at a
briefing this week, he said
redeployment of non-specialist staff is not ideal but is currently the only option.
HSE f igures this week
show 6,357 staf f were of f
work, including 3,444 in hospitals nationally.
And a further 900 staf f
have been cocooning due to
their own health conditions
or family situation.
News: 3
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Flash of inspiration

Ventilators
purchased
in spite of
red flags
Cianan Brennan

The overall winner of the Irish Examiner Readers’ Photograph Competition 2020 captures a lightning storm over the 12 Bens in Connemara in Galway. It was taken by
John Mulvany, who said: ‘You could just see the storm rolling on over the mountains, I just set the camera up and let it go.’ SEE: Page 11

Vaccine rollout may adjust over Pfizer plan
Daniel McConnell
and Niamh Grifﬁn
Ireland’s vaccination rollout
programme may need to be
adjusted in the wake of a
decision by Pfizer to reduce
deliveries to Europe.
The pharmaceutical giant
is scaling up its plant in
Belgium, but the move could
see a delay in the delivery of
vaccines to some countries
in Europe.
Brian MacCraith, head of
Ireland’s vaccine taskforce,
said the current model is
built around the amount of
product available.
While he said he has “a
high degree of confidence”

about deliveries, the plan
has to be agile and may need
to “adjust accordingly”.
Concerns have also been
raised as it was announced
the period of time between
people receiving the two
doses of a Covid-19 vaccine is
being increased to 28 days
from the current 21 days.
A HSE spokeswoman said :
“Pf izer has informed the
HSE that there may be fluctuations in orders and shipp i n g s ch e d u l e s o ve r t h e
coming weeks.
“This is a dynamic situation with discussions ongoing at EU level. The HSE
remains in close contact with
Pfizer to manage the con-

tinuity of the supply line.”
Taoiseach Micheál Martin
said Ireland is hoping to
ramp up its vaccination rollout but there is not enough
product on-hand to do so yet.
However, he said he is
optimistic that once we go
beyond the “low volumes”
expected in January and
February, things will escalate. While he noted that St
Patrick’s Day celebrations
are unlikely to happen, he
did offer hope of more frequent international travel by
July, when more people are
vaccinated.
That remark came as
Health Minister Stephen
Donnelly found himself in

the firing line as some frontline workers have reported
missing out on their jabs.
Labour leader Alan Kelly
c r i t i c i s e d t h e s i t u at i o n ,
which saw staff in private
hospitals getting vaccines
ahead of those in public ones.
It included some private institutions which had refused
to offer beds to the State.
A spokesman for Mr Donnelly said, however, that he
requested to accelerate vaccines to nursing homes and
the most vulnerable citizens
and there has not been any
diversion from frontline
workers. The targ et was
always to get 70,000 frontline
healthcare workers vacci-

n a t e d by S u n d a y w e e k ,
alongside a similar number
in nursing homes, he said.
Tánaiste Leo Varadkar
said a situation of staff at the
Beacon Hospital, which has
not made beds available publicly, receiving the vaccine
ahead of public hospital staff
was ‘at odds’ with the current plan.
A spokesman for Beacon
Hospital said only the 90 staff
who are giving vaccines to
HSE staff have themselves
been vaccinated.
“The remainder of Beacon
Hospital’s 1,700 staff will be
vaccinated when scheduled
by the HSE,” he said.
Editorial: 18

€292k health salary ‘likely
to lead to knock-on claims’
Daniel McConnell

Robert Watt had ‘no input’ into
salary decision.

the salary increase by way
of demands from other secretaries general and other
top officials, he said: “No
doubt that will happen.
“Anytime there’s a pay
rise for anyone or any group
of people, there are knockon demands, but we deal
with them, as we always do,
mostly by saying ‘no’.”
Catherine Murphy, vicechair of the Public Accounts
Committee, has sought
answers on who was the
decision-maker and or person who signed off on the
proposal. She has asked that
the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform to
provide minutes in which
this proposed increase in remuneration was considered
and the engagements it and
Mr Watt had with the top levels appointments committee.
The department said the
post is highly complex with
a very challenging brief,
particularly in the midst of a
global pandemic. It said it
was decided €292,000 is commensurate with the scale of
responsibilities attached.
Forum: 14

Tax breaks for
remote work

Mob planned
assassinations

Transporters
seek Brexit aid

When it comes to remote
working, Irish firms can take
inspiration from those who
have done it.
“It does take some planning, and we are still learning every day, but there is
nobody complaining about
any long commute, that’s for
sure,” said tech company
boss Claire McHugh.
News: 4

Donald Trump supporters
who stormed the US Capitol
last week aimed to “capture
and assassinate elected officials”, US federal prosecutors said in a motion filed
in the case against Jacob
Chansley, who took part in
the insur rection while
sporting face paint, no shirt
and a furry hat with horns.
World: 20

Irish freight transporters are
seeking a six-month “adjustment period” on post-Brexit
trade rules to help counteract the “huge disruption”
facing hauliers.
Freight Transport Association Ireland warned that
Ireland’s “vulnerability” can
not be overstated in this new
trading landscape.
Business: 21

Political Editor

Tánaiste Leo Varadkar said
the awarding of €292,000 to
the new secretary general
at the Department of Health
will lead to knock-on claims
from others in the public
service.
He was commenting amid
ongoing controversy over
the proposed payment of
€81,000 more than the next
highest-paid secretary general and a probe by the
Dáil’s spending watchdog.
He said Cabinet approved
the appointment of Robert
Watt, the former secretarygeneral at the Department
of Public Expenditure and
Reform on an interim basis
to be the secretary general
at the Department of Health
on his current €211,000 salary.
According to a statement
from Mr Watt’s former department, he had “no input”
into the sanctioning by Public Expenditure Minister
Michael McGrath of the
terms and conditions of the
competition for the post.
Mr Varadkar said: “The

Cabinet signed off on the
temporary appointment of
Robert Watt as interim secretary general in the Department of Health, and he’s
there on his existing salary.
“The party leaders, with
the secretary of the Government [Mar tin Fraser],
agreed that that position
would be advertised and
that there will be a higher
salary level in order to attract the best candidates for
the job. We do think that
it’s such an important job at
the moment, and also when
it comes to implementing
Sláintecare that it should
carry that salary.”
Asked if he accepted the
potential knock-on effect of

The HSE was aware of a
number of red ﬂags concerning a deal with an Irish
media company to import
ventilators from China, but
proceeded with the contract,
as “clinical need outweighs
the identified risks”.
A briefing document on
the deal prepared by the
executive’s head of procurement, Sean Bresnan, in late
March directed that a deal
for 1,000 ventilators be concluded with Roqu Media International, a festival management company with no
Irish trading history.
Some €14.1m was paid to
Roqu for the contract, which
saw a limited number of
ventilators delivered to Ireland by the end of April 2020.
The machines did not meet
the HSE’s quality assurance
standards and were never
deployed in a clinical setting.
The confidential briefing
document, which has been
seen by the Irish Examiner,
states that Roqu chief execut i ve R o b e r t Q u i r k e a p proached the HSE with an
offer of securing ventilators
from China.
T wo ve n t i l a t o r s w e r e
flown to Ireland at Roqu’s
expense, tested by the HSE’s
Michael Power and Ger
Flynn, a clinical engineer,
and deemed satisfactory for
deployment in Cork University Hospital on March 20.
Dr Power subsequently
recommended that “if there
are no othe r ventil ators
available”, he would have
“no hesitation” in using both
machines in Irish ICUs.
However, the HSE’s due
diligence on the deal detailed
six separate potential issues
regarding the deal — three of
which were deemed of medium risk, and three of ‘red
ﬂag’ status.
One red ﬂag noted that the
test ventilators had no ‘CE’
mark — an indicator that a
product meets EU safety,
re q u i re m e n t s — d e s p i t e
being accompanied by EU
certification.
News: 6
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Nine months ago, as Ireland urgently needed specialised medical devices, the HSE’s
procurement division took a liberal approach to due diligence, writes Cianan Brennan

Discussions ‘ongoing’ in
Roqu ventilator debacle
M

arch 2020 was a fraught time
for the HSE. While the situation Ireland is currently
facing is dreadful, it doesn’t
have quite the apocalyptic feel of the beginning of the pandemic, when no one
among us even knew what a lockdown
was.
Nine months ago Ireland, and much
of the world, faced a terrifying hurdle —
the urgent need to acquire vast quantities of personal protective equipment
(PPE) and specialised medical devices,
such as ventilators, to allow medical
practitioners to simply do their jobs
without endangering themselves or
others.
This led to a situation broadly described as “panic” within the HSE’s
procurement division.
For those able to catch the HSE’s ear,
lucrative contracts were on the table,
with no need for tenders and a
relatively liberal approach to due diligence.
The HSE spent €1.1bn between the
end February and early May on
contracts ranging in value from €225m
to €90. All told, 88 separate companies
received payments of €1m or more in
that time.
Roqu Media International Limited
was one such company.
The then media management company (experienced in managing festivals in countries like Bulgaria and Saudi
Arabia, and with headquarters in an
upscale apartment complex in Dublin)
approached the HSE with a view to procuring ventilators for the health service
from China, where Roqu owner Robert
Quirke said he had an ‘in’ with a reputable manufacturer, Shenzhen Probe.
Roqu had existed in some shape or
form since 2013, but it wasn’t incorporated until 2016, when it was known as
Roqu Ventures.
Mr Quirke, 41, had worked for a digital sales agency, before joining the IDA
as a vice president of technology in October 2015.
He left the State investment agency in
April 2017 and, since then, it appears
Roqu has been his sole concern.
He was involved in organising a
children’s festival at Malahide Castle in
Dublin in 2014. In 2017, he was promoting a fan zone at MMA star Conor
McGregor’s boxing bout with Floyd
Mayweather in Las Vegas.
For the following two years his principal preoccupation was the Jeddah festival in Saudi Arabia. By March, when
that event’s 2020 iteration was cancelled
due to Covid, Mr Quirke’s attention had
already turned to ventilators.
On March 20, at Mr Quirke’s own expense, two Boaray ventilators were
ﬂown by private charter to Cork Airport, before being field-tested at Cork
University Hospital in the early hours
of the morning, where they were found
to be of sufficient standard for clinical
deployment.
Roqu had informed the HSE that it
was in a position to provide 1,000 such
ventilators for €35m, at a time of a global shortage, but that a deal would have
to be finalised by close of business on
Monday, March 23, four days before Ireland entered into its first national lockdown.
Why the deal needed to be sealed so
quickly has not been confirmed either
by Roqu or the HSE.
There were problematic aspects to

In March 2020, the HSE entered into a €35m deal with media management company Roqu for a supply of ventilators, which have never been used.
the deal, of which the HSE was aware.
However, neither Mr Quirke’s apparent
lack of experience with medtech nor the
fact that, in the HSE’s own words, Roqu
didn’t “have a fantastic track record
from a paperwork sense” were rated as
being significant, or “overt and obvious”, risks.
The HSE had other worries — chief
medical officer Tony Holohan was predicting at the time that 15,000 people

could have tested positive for Covid-19
in Ireland by March 31, translating to
750 people in intensive care (going by
WHO guidance at the time). Ireland’s
stock of ventilators stood at just 500.
HSE director of procurement Sean
Bresnan recommended on March 22
that the deal should proceed as the
“clinical need outweighs the identified
risks”. Given the scale of those risks
(see story below), it can be inferred that

the HSE felt its predicament was a desperate one.
What happened next is unclear. The
HSE made an initial payment of €14.1m
to Roqu on or about March 23 as part of
its strategy to mitigate its risks by paying in tranches. The full consignment of
ventilators was due to have arrived in
Ireland by April 7.
On April 22, Roqu sent a ‘save the
date’ notice to Irish media, saying that

100 ventilators were due to arrive into
Shannon Airport two days later. However, that ﬂight had to be “rescheduled”
due to a “technical issue”.
There are varying accounts on the
number of machines that were actually
delivered. Roqu said at the time that it
had already supplied 100 ventilators to
the HSE, along with 150 intensive care
beds and other medical equipment.
It said that the April 25 ﬂight was pro-

jected to be the “fourth and final” one as
“the required supply by the HSE is now
secured”.
Subsequently, Mr Quirke told the
Irish Examiner that five, not four, deliveries had been made, equating to 72
devices, as “the quantity of ventilators
was less than initially expected, which
was good”.
Similar opacity abounds over the
amount the HSE eventually paid to
Roqu. The executive has said that it received a refund of €2.7m following an
‘adjustment’ of the purchase order.
However, Mr Quirke said that €3.8m
was refunded due to additional ICU
equipment not being required, which
would put the HSE’s total outlay at
€10.3 million.
Most importantly of all, unfortunately, was the fact that the delivered
ventilators were not used. To date, they
have never been clinically deployed,
while the HSE has declined to confirm
where the machines currently reside.
Mr Quirke said the issue was that the
devices required “specific ongoing calibration” and he had put the HSE in
touch with the manufacturers “for
clarification”.
Since the Irish Examiner revealed
that the ventilators had not been used,
neither the HSE nor Roqu has provided
further comment of any note on the
matter, with the executive stating
simply that it remains in “discussions”
with Roqu with a view to resolving
things.
Mr Quirke has stated that his company “has at all times acted in good
faith under the direction and supervision of the HSE”.
That is unlikely to be the end of the
matter. The deal has been raised in both
the Dáil (where Leo Varadkar insisted
there was no political involvement in
the procurement) and, perhaps more
significantly, at the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC).
At its meeting on December 16, the
committee agreed that the HSE should
be called before it to explain its procurement spending during the early stages
of the pandemic, with Mr Bresnan in
particular expected to attend.
The meeting is scheduled to take
place next month. However, given the
current virus restrictions, that may
change.
Tellingly, comptroller and auditor
general Seamus McCarthy, the State’s
accountant, who is expected to focus on
Covid procurement for the 2020 annual
report, told the PAC that the pandemic
is not an excuse for poor procurement
practices.
“You need good strategies. You don’t
need a new way of doing it,” Mr
McCarthy said.
“You already have the details of suppliers. You should be able to rely on that
information when you have to procure
something urgently,” he said.
However, the HSE was far from the
only health administrator under horrendous pressure in March 2020 and,
while some problematic deals have
emerged, they pale in significance in
comparison with the splurge carried
out by Boris Johnson’s government in
the UK.
Nevertheless, in just two deals
that we know of, €23.3m was wasted
in that procurement dash. That is
money that helped no doctor, no
patient, nobody at all.

€35m deal halted after equipment failed to meet HSE standards
A €35m deal to bring 1,000 medical
ventilators into Ireland from China via
an Irish-based media company was
halted after the first tranche of €14.1m
was spent, with the ventilators deemed
unsuitable for use.
The HSE opted to pay in tranches for
the contract for 1,000 ventilators with
festival management company Roqu
Media International, while attempting
to source devices elsewhere to mitigate
“significant risk” that its due-diligence
process had ﬂagged up relating to the
deal.
It is unclear how many ventilators
had been delivered by Roqu by the end
of last April. The company told the Irish
Examiner that just 72 devices had
arrived in Ireland at that time, but an
earlier communication to media gave a
figure of 100.
Upon inspection, the ventilators did
not meet the executive’s quality assurance standards and were never deployed in a clinical setting, according to
HSE chief Paul Reid.
A confidential position paper regarding the proposed deal, seen by the Irish
Examiner, details the background to
the contract, the risks identified by the
HSE’s due diligence, and the efforts
made to mitigate those risks.
In response to a request for comment,
Roqu reiterated a statement given to
this newspaper in December, declaring
it had brought more than 1.5 m pieces of
emergency equipment into Ireland
since the pandemic began.
The company also stated: “In light of
media coverage, we would like to put on
record that Roqu has at all times acted
in good faith under the direction and
supervision of the HSE.”
The HSE, meanwhile, said it remains
“in continuing discussions with Roqu

A confidential position
paper seen by the
‘Irish Examiner’ reveals
the background to the
aborted €35m deal to
buy ventilators from
China via a media
company, and the risks
identified by the HSE,
writes Cianan
Brennan

with a view to resolving all issues and
cannot provide any further information
at this time”.
The position paper, authored by HSE
procurement chief Sean Bresnan on
March 22, states that a supply of
ventilators “has been identified albeit
with significant risk”.
He stated that Roqu had approached
the HSE with a view to procuring ventilators from a Chinese supplier named
Shenzhen Probe and that, “given the
volatility in the market place, HSE [sic]
will be required to enter into a formal
contract arrangement with Roqu
Group by COP [close of play] Monday 23
March” — the following day.
The €14.1m transfer was actioned “on

Robert Quirke: The Chinese trading company with which Roqu was dealing told the IDA that it had informed Roqu it would not be able to
supply the same machines that were veriﬁed by the HSE at Cork University Hospital as being ﬁt for purpose.
Picture: Julien Behal
or about March 23rd”, according to the
HSE.
However, some of the risks identified
in the position paper regarding the deal
appear to have been significant.
It noted that Roqu’s deal was not with
the supplier, but with another trading
company, and that “this arrangement
was not made clear… at the outset”,
while the Chinese trader told the IDA
that it had informed Roqu it would not

be able to supply the same machines
that were verified by the HSE at Cork
University Hospital (CUH) as being fit
for purpose.
This was contrary to what Roqu told
the HSE, the paper states, given it had
“made clear” the machines would be of
the same specification.
Regarding due diligence on Roqu
chief executive Robert Quirke, Mr Bresnan cites “lots of mentions of dealing

with countries in Eastern Europe”.
He acknowledges that Mr Quirke has
“no background in med tech… no evidence of any involvement in this sector
at all”.
Contacts had described Mr Quirke to
Mr Bresnan as a “good guy”.
“His company doesn’t have a fantastic track record from a paperwork sense
— 3 years of registrations with no accounts filed,” Mr Bresnan states.

Roqu did not directly answer a query
on the subject of its accounting history.
Despite this, Mr Quirke was deemed to
be “green”, the lowest level of risk.
“There are no overt and obvious red
ﬂags that the search found but
consideration need [sic] to be given to
the link to a Chinese manufacturer and
how and why he is involved given no
track record,” the paper states.
A recommendation included in the
paper, from the two men who on March
20 tested the two Prunus Boaray ventilators brought to Ireland by Roqu, appears to be predicated on the ventilators
to be procured being of the same make
and model, which was not the case.
Mr Bresnan stated that his recommendation was that the deal for 1,000
ventilators, “in the circumstances and
given that the clinical need outweighs
the identified risks... be concluded”.
Some measures to mitigate the HSE’s
risk were suggested as, with the deal
worth €35m, “there is a risk that
expenditure of this magnitude will be
wasted”.
Mr Bresnan suggested that Irish
agencies should “secure a person with a
clinical engineering/medical device
regulatory background to act as HSE
eyes and ears on ground” to visit
“manufacturing sites to ensure
products are being produced in
accordance with industry standards”.
As the initial payment to Roqu was
made in the days just after the paper’s
drafting, it is unclear if this was followed through.
Of potential issues with the machines’ quality, Mr Bresnan said Roqu
“contractually committed to providing
the… models and to a standard no less
than those presented to CUH for clinical
and engineering review”.
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Nphet feared third Covid wave on December 17
The number of positive
Covid-19 cases was already
rising at that point. According to the minutes, “Nphet
agreed that, while it is difficult to accurately project the
future trajectory of the disease at this stage, these facts
may indicate the country is
in the early stages of a third
wave of infection”.
Nphet noted that, from November 16 to December 13,
the number of infections

caused by social interactions
was second only to those generated by household contacts. This pointed to “the potential risk to individuals
and families posed by increased inter-generational
mixing over the holiday period as a consequence of recent
high levels of socialisation in
the preceding weeks”.
The HSE voiced concerns
that many student nurses,
on placement in acute hos-

pitals, were working in nursi n g h o m e s at we e ke n d s ,
which “may be exacerbating
transmission in these environments”.
A joint Department of
Health and HSE update on
Health System Preparedness
on December 30 said: “The
impact of the significant rise
in Covid cases reported over
the last 14 days is only now
beginning to be seen on the
health system.”

We need more safe spaces for
victims, as well as education
about domestic abuse

Blowing in the wind
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Charity worker
raised cash for
Trócaire in few
weeks of eased
restrictions

■ Just 72 ventilators out of 328
promised to HSE were delivered
Cianan Brennan
An Irish company which
procured ventilators from
China for the Irish health
service, which were never
used due to quality issues,
has said there is “no dispute”
between itself and the HSE.
Roqu Group, previously
known as Roqu Media International, was contracted to
bring 1,000 ventilators into
Ireland from the Far East at
the beginning of the pandemic last March.
“There is no dispute between Roqu Group and the
HSE,” a spokesperson said,
reiterating that Roqu had “at
all times acted in good faith”.
Meanwhile, it has emerged that the €14.1m paid by
the HSE to Roqu was for the
delivery of 328 ventilator devices.
However, just 72 of those
machines appear to have
been delivered to Ireland
from China before the relationship between the two
was ended.
The HSE has never previously revealed how many
ventilators the deal with
Roqu was for.
However, a manifest released under freedom of information now shows that
the initial deal was for 328 devices at a cost of €35,000
apiece, to be delivered to Ballycoolin in North Dublin.
Applying Vat of 23%, the
overall outlay paid for on
or about March 23 was
€14,120,400.
T h e H S E h a s l i ke w i s e
never confirmed exactly how
many ventilators arrived in
Ireland as part of the deal,
while Roqu owner Robert
Quirke himself has said that
the number was 72. Mr
Quirke also previously acknowledged that an initial
payment of €14,120,000 had
been received by his company from the HSE.
F o l l o w i n g a re f u n d by
Roqu of €3.8m to the HSE,

the executive’s final bill for
the devices was €10.3m.
The ventilators, including
Vat, priced at €35,000 each,
would come to an overall bill
of €3.1m, leaving a difference
of €7.2m between that and
the HSE’s total outlay.
Roqu has stated that the
deal also involved assorted
other medical supplies, including intensive care unit
beds and personal protective
equipment. However, a total
costed manifest for what was
delivered has never been
made available, while the initial deal had been solely for
ventilators.
“As highlighted previously, this arrangement
was not only for the supply of
ventilators but also for vast
amounts of personal protective equipment as well as international logistics, freight
and other services,” a spokesperson said yesterday.
They stated the figure of
€14.12m for 328 ventilators is
“believed to be inaccurate”.
They said those numbers
“do not reflect the scale and
complexity of the arrangement between Roqu Group
and the HSE”.
The invoice provided to
the HSE by Roqu on March
23 had its device quantities
redacted when first seen by
the Irish Examiner, while the
cost of a “cargo jet Beijing to
Dublin” was placed at
€900,000.
Responding to queries as
to whether the €7.2m differential — between the money
it paid up front to Roqu and
the apparent value of the machines received — is the subject of dispute between itself
and Roqu, the HSE declined
to answer.
“As previously advised,
the HSE is engaged in continuing discussions with
Roqu with a view to resolving all issues and cannot provide any further information
at this time,” a spokesperson
said.

Suffer little children

Robin McBryde
is considering
all the ways
Munster can
hurt Leinster
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Clonmel native Kelley Lonergan at the launch of the programme for ‘It’s About Time’, the fourth edition of ‘Finding a Voice’, which is due to
take place in Clonmel on March 5-8. Kelly will perform her first solo recital at this year’s concert series, A Woman of Genius: The Life and
Music of Pauline Viardot. ﬁndingavoice.ie
Picture: Clare Keogh

Near-complete skeleton retrieved
Eoin English
Gardaí investigating the discovery of skeletal remains in
east Cork have recovered a
near-complete skeleton after
another significant find of
bones further deepened the
mystery.
The search of the site has
now ended as the focus
switches to the results of
DNA tests on the remains.
The latest find on Friday
was the third significant recovery of a collection of
remains during the painstaking search of a site near
Midleton since January 5.
While gardaí are not revealing details, it is believed
this latest find has only deepened the mystery of the
identity of the person.
They are working on the
belief that all the remains
found belong to the same individual, and while it was initially believed that the remains were those of a male,
the various discoveries since
have led gardaí to suspect
that the remains are those of
an older woman, pending official DNA analysis.
Samples taken from various bones have now been
sent for specialist tests at the
Forensic Science Ireland
labs.

Garda cordon in place at a crime scene investigation at Shanty Path
at Roxborough, near Midleton Co Cork.
Picture: Larry Cummins
These samples will be used
to generate a DNA profile
which will then be compared
to the national DNA database.
The process will take a
number of weeks.
The outcome of this process could determine the
course of the investigation.
“Samples have been sent
for analysis and gardaí are
awaiting their results,” a
garda spokesman said.
“The results will determine the course of the inves-

tigation. The remains have
not been identified yet. No
further details are being released as this is an ongoing
investigation.”
T h e i n ve s t i g at i o n wa s
launched on January 5 after
a skull was discovered by
workmen doing clearance
work along the old Midleton
to Youghal rail line, close to
the Shanty Bridge, for the
proposed Midleton to Youghal greenway.
Gardaí immediately sealed
off the scene and began a

thorough search of the area.
Within days, a collection of
other bones, together with
shards of cloth or material,
possibly a skirt or a dress,
were found, along with a
piece of religious jewellery,
reported to be a crucifix on a
chain.
This discovery led to the
suspicion that the remains
were those of a female.
While there were no signs
of trauma or physical injury
on the skull, gardaí have not
commented on whether the
other bones show signs of
trauma, or whether foul play
may have been involved in
the woman’s death.
Missing persons files from
over the last two to three decades are now being compiled
in the hope that the DNA and
forensic analysis will help
focus the investigation.
The file on Tina Satchwell,
who was last seen at her
home in Youghal on March
20, 2017, will be on the list but
the Roxborough remains are
believed to be those of an
older woman.
Work is set to resume soon
o n t h e € 1 9 . 8 m g re e n wa y
which is being developed by
Cork County Council. It will
connect Midleton, Mogeely,
Killeagh, and Youghal and is
expected to open in late 2022.

SOLUTIONS for MONDAY

Roqu:
Thereisno
dispute
with HSE

were going undetected.”
It added: “The deteriorating situation is all the more
precarious as a further period of relaxation of measures
commences from December
18. As restrictions ease and
inter-household mixing and
travel increase, Nphet is concerned that this will result in
an inevitable increase in the
levels of social contact and
opportunity for disease
transmission.”
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The National Public Health
Emergency Team (Nphet)
was afraid the country was
already at the start of a third
wa ve o f C o v i d - 1 9 o n D e cember 17, it has emerged in
Nphet minutes.
People were telling GPs
then they did not want to get
tested for Covid-19 “due to
the impact it would have on

their Christmas plans”.
The minutes of the December 17 meeting state:
“The Irish Council of General Practitioners informed
Nphet that its members had
witnessed an increase in
people presenting with
symptoms of Covid-19 who
were unwilling to get a test
due to the impact it would
have on their Christmas
plans. It warned this may indicate a number of cases
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‘Hollow
sympathy’
for dying
nurse

Logging on

Corkman
shouted
obscenities
by church
Liam Heylin

■ 73-year-old wants HSE to enter
mediation in cervical cancer case
Ann O’Loughlin
A retired nurse on her
deathbed with terminal cervical cancer who has pleaded
for mediation with the HSE
in her legal action over her
smear slides is only being offered “hollow sympathy”,
the High Court has been told.
“All Joan Lucey is being
offered on her death bed is
sympathy — it is hollow
sympathy,” her counsel told
the High Court as she explained that the HSE will not
take up an invitation to direct mediation talks in advance of the action going
ahead next week.
Mr Justice Kevin Cross
yesterday urged mediation
to take place in the case of 73year-old Ms Lucey, of Cooleen, Dingle, Co Kerry. The
judge said the parties should
take instructions at the highest level to see if the case
can be resolved through
mediation.
Ms Lucey has sued the
HSE and two laboratories,
and her case is set to go
ahead before the High Court
late next week.
The latest development
comes after the widow,
through her lawyers in
court, made yet another plea
to the HSE to attend mediation talks directly with her,
and said that a mediator is on
standby.
It comes a week after the
grandmother first went public with her plight, and as
fears grow that a large part
of her case may die with her.
Mrs Lucey, who has terminal cervical cancer, the
High Court heard, is on her
deathbed, and it was very difficult to explain to her why
the HSE will not accept the

invitation to sit down with
her legal team and mediate
the case next Tuesday. The
HSE wants the other parties
at the table as well.
“She is on her deathbed. It
is simply cruel,” her counsel
Oonah McCrann, instructed
by Aisling Maher of Cantillons Solicitors, told a remote
court hearing.
“It is incomprehensible.
Mrs Lucey needs to know
whether the case is going to
mediation next Tuesday or
does she have to face a trial.”
The court has previously
heard the laboratories are
b a u l k i n g at e n g a g i n g i n
mediation until a third-party
issue has been resolved.
Ms McCrann pointed out
yesterday that Mrs Lucey’s
legal team has written to the
HSE and the laboratories involved seeking confirmation
that Mrs Lucey’s claim for
general damages would survive her if she dies before the
conclusion of her case.
Counsel said the HSE will
only agree to give the confirmation if the other parties
also agree.
Mr Justice Kevin Cross
put the case in for mention
before the court today to see
if the matter can be progressed.
Joan Lucey has sued the
HSE, Clinical Pathology Laboratories Incorporated with
headqua r ters in Austin,
Texas, and MedLab Pathology Ltd with registered offices at Sandyford Business
Park, Dublin.
She has sued in relation to
the alleged misreading or
misinterpretation or misreporting of her cervical
smears taken in February
2011 and August 2011.
The claims are denied.

Lynda Pielow with her wheelbarrow of logs at her home at Kingston College, Mitchelstown, Co Cork, which was built in 1777 by the Earl of
Kingston for poor members of the Church of Ireland and tenants of the estate.
Picture: Dan Linehan

HSE using legal firm in bid to recoup
€10m spent on faulty ventilators
Cianan Brennan
The HSE has engaged a legal
firm in an attempt at recouping €10m in costs incurred in
bringing faulty ventilators
from China at the beginning
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The executive has retained
the services of Philip Lee solicitors to aid in its dealings
with Roqu Media International, a festival management company that it contracted for the procurement
of ventilators in March 2020.
In response to a parliamentary question from Sinn
Féin spokeswoman on business Louise O’Reilly, the
HSE said some €6m of the
money in dispute between
the two chieﬂy relates to “logistics fees charged” with regard to the transaction.
The HSE said “there is recourse” available to it to recoup some of the money
paid, with that “likely to be
through dispute resolution”.
P revi ou s l y , R oq u C E O

Robert Quirke said there was
“no dispute” between Roqu
and the HSE.
Meanwhile, it has emerged that a further 250 ventilators were also paid for and
received from a Chinese
manufacturer, Shenzhen
Prunus, in the same month.
Seven of an initial consignment of 20 of those machines
were tested upon receipt
“and failed”, the HSE said,
with the entire delivery of
250 then placed “in quarantine pending decision on future [sic]”.
The total outlay for the
Prunus machines was €4.7m.
It is unclear whether the
HSE will also seek recourse
regarding the Prunus ventilators.
Ms O’Reilly asked the HSE
fo r re c o r d s o f a l l f a u l t y
equipment it had purchased
since the start of 2020.
In response, the executive
detailed transactions for 450
ventilators. No other kind of
faulty equipment is noted.

However, while the 250
Prunus machines were indeed delivered, just 65 of the
3 0 0 R o q u m a ch i n e s c o n tracted for arrived, with 34 of
those failing quality testing
on arrival.
The figure is slightly short
of the 72 that Mr Quirke previously told the Irish Examiner had been delivered.
The HSE paid Roqu €14.1m
on or around March 23 for
the 300 machines, with the
new information stressing
that a refund of €3.8m was
delivered by Roqu following
“failure to deliver original
ventilators specified”.
“HSE has engaged Philip
Lee Solicitors in regard to
this matter and is in correspondence with Roqu to seek
to resolve this dispute.”
Previously, Mr Quirke had
said, by way of explanation
for why his company had
part-refunded the transaction, that “it became apparent to the HSE that the quantity of ventilators required

was less than initially expected, which was good”.
None of the 65 devices delivered by Roqu were of the
Boaray brand for which the
company had agreed an initial €35m contract with the
HSE.
The 315 ventilators received, per the HSE response, is a
good deal short of the 465
Chinese ventilators received
and subsequently placed in
quarantine that were specified in a total manifest compiled by the HSE’s health
business services section
last December.
It is unclear what the discrepancy of 150 relates to.
Commenting on the news,
Ms O’Reilly said that, while
there had been a need to act
swiftly to secure medical
equipment in March 2020,
there had also been “a need
for common sense”.
“Not sourcing ventilators
through a festival management company would be top
of that list,” she said.

No memory of
stealing money
Liam Heylin

You show resilience and
determination at every turn.
Continually driving innovation.
Strategically growing your reach.
The Cork Company of the Year Awards
brought to you by Cork Chamber, in association with Vodafone Ireland
recognise and celebrate your success.
Completed applications to be submitted by

Monday 22nd February 2021.

A man who snatched a purse
from a woman upstairs in a
bus had no recollection of
the crime but the victim remembers it every day as she
continues to use the bus and
said it affected her mental
health.
Judge Olann Kelleher said
this theft was a very serious
matter with daily conseq u e n c e s f o r t h e wo m a n
whose wallet, containing
€190, was taken.
It happened when the accused, Tim O’Mahony, and a
woman with him got on to
the bus at Western Rd and
went upstairs, where the injured party was the only person present. Sergeant Pat
Lyons said O’Mahony and
the woman with him sat behind the injured party.
The victim noticed that the
cash was missing when
O’Mahony threw the purse
back into her handbag and
then left the bus.
Judge Kelleher said: “This
man has completely forgotten about it but she has
not forgotten about it. It is a
problem for her every day
because she has to get the
bus every day and she thinks
about what happened.”
The judge jailed O’Mahony for eight months for the
theft.
Judge Kelleher noted from
the victim impact statement
that, as well as the financial
loss sustained by the woman,
she was left thinking about

the incident as she used the
bus to get to work every day.
The theft dates back to October 18, 2019.
Defence solicitor Eddie
Burke said the 35-year-old
man from Cobh had a normal life but that almost three
years ago, alcoholism got the
better of him and he ended
up homeless and living on
the streets of Cork.
The solicitor said the accused apologised for his behaviour. Mr Burke said he
read the victim impact statement to the accused, who
had absolutely no recollection of carrying out the theft
but was ashamed to hear of
what he had done.
As well as carrying out the
theft on the bus, he also
pleaded guilty to stealing a
bottle of vodka at the Aldi in
the Elysian, stealing a bottle
of wine from Maxol on Pouladuff Rd, and driving off
without paying for €10 of petrol and a bale of briquettes at
Texaco on the South Douglas
Rd.
The eight-month sentence
was imposed in respect of the
four thefts.
A two-month concurrent
sentence was imposed on
him in respect of a public
order incident where he was
drunk and a source of danger
at French Church St, Cork,
on August 11, 2020.
On that occasion, O’Mahony was shouting abuse
at members of the public and
at gardaí and had to be arrested.

A man who shouted obscenities at gardaí as Mass-goers
made their way to church
has pleaded guilty to public
order charges arising out of
this and other incidents in
Cork City.
Sergeant John Kelleher
outlined the incident which
occurred at the entrance to
St Mary’s on Pope’s Quay.
“He was shouting obscenities at church-goers and at
gardaí when they arrived,”
he said.
“He was saying: ‘Fuck off,
ye shitheads.’ He was also
calling gardaí wankers.
“He pushed a shopping
trolley at Garda Mary Jane
Somers and then banged the
garda patrol car with his fist,
knocking off a wing mirror.
“There was a discarded
syringe box; he kicked that at
gardaí.”
When he was being put
into the patrol van by a male
garda, he said: “When I am
free, I am going to rape your
family.”
Sgt Kelleher said he had to
be sprayed with incapacitant
spray because of his aggressive behaviour and even had
to be sprayed a second time
when the first application
failed to curb his behaviour.
Defendant Tony Scott,
who lives in a ﬂat at 33 Grattan Hill, Cork, pleaded guilty
to charges arising out of this
incident which occurred on
August 10, 2019.
A month later he was busking on Oliver Plunkett St,
Cork,when he engaged in aggressive behaviour, before
he verbally abused gardaí.
At around this time, he
turned up at Brown Thomas
on St Patrick’s St, where he
was aggressive with staff.
When a security man went
to him, Scott said: “I have
never killed a man before,
but you will be my first.”
Diarmuid Kelleher, solicitor, said that, in August/September 2019, the accused had
“a complete meltdown”.
He said the accused had
abr uptly stopp ed takin g
medication for a psychiatric
condition, but he had stayed
out trouble since.
Judge Kelleher said: “He
put people in fear. But I do
b e l i eve h e h a s a m e n t a l
health background.”
The judge adjourned sentencing until April 13.

Mary O’Keeffe: Murder probe set
up after autopsy.

Funeral takes place
of Mary O’Keeffe
The funeral has taken place of
mother of three Mary O’Keeffe,
whose body was found in a
burning car in Doneraile earlier
this month.
The car was spotted near a
forest on the outskirts of Doneraile on February 4. Emergency
services were called and Mrs
O’Keeffe, from Dromahane
near Mallow, was pronounced
dead at the scene.
Following an autopsy, a murder
investigation was launched.
Michael Leonard, aged 62, of
Killmallock, Limerick, is accused of murdering the pensioner and will appear before
the courts on February 26.

Eight people
extradited to Poland
Eight people have been extradited to Poland following a
number of European arrest
warrants. A spokesperson
conﬁrmed that gardaí attached
to the Garda National Bureau
of Criminal Investigation
surrendered eight persons to
the Polish police at Baldonnel
Aerodrome yesterday.
The extraditions were sought
by Polish police in respect of a
number of offences including
armed robbery, false imprisonment, burglary, and offences in
relation to organised crime, the
spokesperson said.
Detective Superintendent Michael J Mullen of the Garda
Extradition Unit said: “This
successful operation highlights
strong international co-operation enjoyed by the Garda
Extradition Unit.”

Border arrests
A cross-border joint agency
taskforce operation, which
included gardaí and PSNI,
saw 18 arrested. During the
operation on February 17, a
number of detections were
made, including a man in his
40s who was arrested following
the seizure of suspected heroin, amphetamines, and cannabis in Clones, Co Monaghan.
The operation was set up to
tackle rural crime in the border
counties.

Balance it out

Cal and John Cal McCarthy out for a walk locally at Inchydoney, Co
Cork.
Picture: Denis Minihane

Man accused of striking woman with mug
Liam Heylin

A man accused of striking a
woman repeatedly over the
head with a mug has been
remanded in custody until
March 4. The accused was due
to appear in Cork District Court
by videolink from Cork prison.
However, it was not possible for
him to be brought to the videolink room in the prison due to
routine quarantine for new
prisoners. He was represented
by defence solicitor Frank
Buttimer, who was present in
Cork District Court for the case.
Judge Olann Kelleher adjourned the case for a fortnight.
Sergeant Pat Lyons said directions were awaited from the
director of public prosecutions.
Jordan Waters, aged 22, of
Mount St Joseph’s Drive,

Gurranabraher, Cork, was
arrested and charged with
carrying out an assault causing
harm to the 30-year-old
woman. Garda Mary-Jane
Somers said when he was
arrested last week: “The nature
of the evidence is very strong.
It is alleged that at 4am on
Wednesday, February 10, at
an apartment at 27 Leitrim St,
a female was assaulted in an
unprovoked attack.
“The alleged suspect propositioned a female. When declined he got angry. He hit her
over the head with a mug a
number of times, leaving her
with a signiﬁcant two-inch
laceration to her face.”
Judge Kelleher last week
refused bail and directed that
the accused get psychiatric
assistance in prison.

Father of five raped partner’s six-month-old niece
Alison O’Riordan

CorkChamber.ie
Media Partner

A father of five who raped
his partner’s six-month-old
niece and made videos of it
will be sentenced next week.
The 58-year-old Tipperary
man also produced sexually
explicit images of four other
children, who were between
the ages of five and 12 years
at the time.
The offending took place
over seven months up to August 2019. The man cannot be
named to protect the identities of the victims.
A local detective told Sean
Gillane, prosecuting, that an
e n ve l o p e w a s d e l i ve r e d
anonymously to a g arda
station on August 14, 2019. It
contained a memory card

and a handwritten note saying the memory card contained a clip of an infant
being sexually abused by the
accused man and asked gardaí to arrest “this monster”.
The court heard the accused was in a relationship
with a woman since 2012 and
the couple would mind her
nieces from time to time in
the defendant’s ﬂat.
The woman told gardaí she
would occasionally leave the
man alone with the children
if she was going to the shops
and said she was unaware of
the events that had taken
place.
The man pleaded guilty
last year to two counts of oral
rape, one count of attempted
rape and five counts of sex-

ual assault of the then sixmonth-old baby.
He also pleaded guilty to
five counts of production of
child pornography and four
counts of possession of child
pornography at his home on
dates from February to August 2019.
In an emotional victim impact statement, one woman
said she was introduced to
the accused man seven years
ago and welcomed him into
their family home.
She said she could not believe that he had done “such
horrific things” to her
daughters and was grateful
that they were young enough
to move on with their lives.
She said she no longer left
her children with anyone

and knows that she will have
to explain to them what happened some day.
“He is a monster and is
where he should be today,”
she said.
Coleman Cody, defending,
said the level of criminality
was impossible to comprehend and the aggravating
factors included the disparity in ages between his client
and the victims, as well as
the breach of trust.
In mitigation, Mr Cody
said his client became addicted to cocaine and it had
become a destabilising factor
in his life.
Mr Justice Alexander
Owens remanded the man in
custody until February 26,
when he will be sentenced.
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State cost
rental
plan may
blocknew
buyers
■ Scheme may deprive first-timers
of opportunities to own homes
Shauna Bowers
A senior Government official raised concerns that the
State’s cost rental scheme
could possibly result in “depriving” first-time buyers of
opportunities to buy homes.
Under the Cost Rental
Equity Loan (CREL) scheme,
for which €35m was set aside
in Budget 2021, approved
housing bodies (AHBs) will
rent properties to tenants for
a minimum of 25% below
open market value.
The scheme, which seeks
to deliver 390 rental homes
this year, aims to assist those
on “moderate incomes” who
are above the income threshold for the affordable housing list.
It will see long-term loans
on “favourable terms” made
available from the State to
AHBs to cover up to 30% of
the development or acquisition cost of new cost rental
homes, with the remaining
70% being covered through
long-term commercial loans
from the Housing Finance
Agency.
Briefing notes prepared
for Minister for Housing
Darragh O’Brien state that
any homes in 2021 would
“likely be bought by AHBs
on a turnkey basis”.
Correspondence between
the Department of Public Expenditure and the Department of Housing, obtained by
the Irish Examiner under
F re e d o m o f I n fo r m at i o n
laws, questioned the impact
this could have on first-time
buyers.
In an email on September
28 last year, Clare Costello, a
principal officer in the Department of Public Expenditure, noted the intention of
AHBs to acquire properties
directly from developers
“primarily on sites where
they are already delivering
social housing”, and suggested they would deprive
first-time buyers of opportunities.
In response to the email,
Department of Housing official Robert Nicholson said

t h e re “ m a y c e r t a i n l y b e
schemes” consisting mainly
of houses and duplexes
where the “cost rental could
reduce the availability of
properties” to the first-time
buyers market.
“This is something we
would need to be factor in to
the [competitive] application
process,” he added.
However, Mr Nicholson
said a combination of affordable and cost rental in some
schemes could “promote development” as a bulk purchaser was identified prior
to construction commencing.
Ms Costello also raised
concerns about the “assumed average acquisition
cost”, adding that the
€400,000 per unit seemed “extremely high”.
She questioned how “such
a high cost [could] be justified”, citing departmental
analysis that the average
cost of a two-bed in Dublin
city centre is €275,000.
Mr Nicholson said cost
rental would be targeted in
urban centres with “acute
af fordability challenges,
likely apartments and initially Dublin centric”, adding that average dwelling
costs for recent turnkey
schemes was “€336,308 for
the four Dublins and €350,279
for DCC [Dublin city centre]
only”.
A spokesman for the Department of Housing said
AHBs sourced cost rental
homes “prior to them
coming on the market”.
“This helps to facilitate
sustainable mixed-tenure
sites in major urban areas,
with over 70% of the 390
homes approved under the
CREL scheme being apartments or duplexes,” the
spokesman said.
“The long-term intention
is that future CREL-funded
schemes will have the option
of using a design-and-build
model, potentially utilising
public land, which can bring
cost savings but has a longer
lead-in time before homes
are delivered.”

Winds of change

Wind turbines on the mountain at Ballybane, West Cork. There are 21 in total in this area that can power on average about 40,000 homes a
year.
Picture: David Creedon

Importer of €10m unused ventilators sold luxury cars
Cianan Brennan
A festival management company that imported €10m
worth of Chinese ventilators
fo r t h e H S E w h i ch we re
never used sold two highspec luxury cars for approximately €325,000 on the same
day earlier this year.
Roqu Media International,
a sister company of Roqu
Group, sold a 2017 Maserati
Gran Turismo and a 2017
Ferrari 488 Spyder to a dealership in Dublin on January
26.
The Irish Examiner understands that Robert Quirke,
CEO of Roqu, is no longer
resident in Ireland.
Mr Quirke did not respond
to queries as to where he is
currently domiciled, nor as
to the purpose of the two car

transactions made on behalf
of his company.
Roqu first purchased the
Maserati on March 14 2020,
nine days before the company received €14.1m from
the HSE for the procurement
o f 3 2 8 ve n t i l a t o r s f r o m
China.
In the end just 64 devices
were delivered, with Roqu
returning €3.8m, while the
HSE has engaged the services of legal firm Philip Lee
to aid it in recouping some or
all of the €10.3m.
Roqu Media International
sold the red Maserati to the
north Dublin dealership for
€75,000. The car had no outstanding financial repayments due on it at the time,
meaning it had been owned
whole. The four-year-old
model subsequently went on

Robert Quirke, president and CEO of Roqu Gruop at the pilot launch
of Health Passport Ireland, which has since been rebranded.
sale for €100,000.
The trade price for the Ferrari, which was sold to the
same dealership, is unknown at present, though

motor industry sources have
suggested that such a car
aged four years would be expected to fetch a sale price of
roughly €250,000.

Separately, Roqu’s more
recent venture, a health
passport smartphone application, has been rebranded
for a second time.
Health Passport Ireland,
which became Health Passport Europe earlier this year,
i s now know n as Heal th
Passport Worldwide.
Health passports are one
of many possible solutions
being considered by governments worldwide as to how
to effectively re-open society
while maintaining Covid-19
restrictions. A duplicate
website to that for Health
Passport Europe had been
set up for Health Passport
Worldwide, and for a time
ran in tandem with the other
site, though the former now
links to the newly branded
product, as does the Health

Passport Ireland site.
Mr Quirke did not reply to
a query as to why the vent u r e wa s a p p a r e n t l y r e branding for a second time.
From last July Mr Quirke
h a d l o b b i e d t h e H S E re peatedly as to its interest in a
further initiative involving
his digital Covid passport,
despite the outstanding issues stemming from the previous ventilator transaction.
Earlier this month Health
Passport Europe had been a
gold sponsor of the Health
Summit, an annual event
held in Ireland, and addressed by both the CEO of the
HSE and the minister for
health. Mr Quirke had also
been billed as addressing
the event, but in the end
did not do so citing “work
commitments”.

On this day...
■ 2020: Both Greece and India announced self-imposed curfews to
fight the spread of Covid-19.
■ 2019: Scott Walker, singer, songwriter and producer who rose to
fame as one of the 1960s US band
The Walker Brothers, died aged 76.
■ 2017: A terrorist attack at the
Palace of Westminster in London
killed five people and injured 50.
The assailant mowed down pedestrians on Westminster Bridge before crashing his car into railings
and stabbing a police officer. He
was then shot dead by police.
■ 2016: Rob Ford, controversial
former mayor of Toronto from 2010
to 2014, died of cancer at age 46.
Ford, who battled drug and alcohol
addiction, gained international
notoriety after admitting smoking
crack cocaine in 2013.
■ 2016: Two suicide bombings at
Brussels Zaventem Airport and
another at a metro station killed 35
people and wounded 200. So-called
Islamic State claimed responsibility
for the attacks.
■ 2013: Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu expressed sincere
regret to Turkey’s prime minister,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, for the commando raid in 2010 on a Turkish
ship that killed nine people. The
apology was accepted and diplomatic relations were restored.
■ 2012: A gunman who killed seven
people in Toulouse, France, died in
a shootout with police. Mohammed
Merah had earlier shot dead three
soldiers, and a rabbi and three
children at a Jewish school.
■ 2009: British TV celebrity Jade
Goody died from cervical cancer at
her home in Essex, at the age of 27.
■ 2009: Ninety-three Tibetan
monks were arrested after attacking a police station in Qinghai,
China.
■ 2007: All members of the Pakistan cricket team were questioned
after police in Jamaica announced
that the death four days earlier of
team coach Bob Woolmer was being
treated as a case of murder.
■ 2006: The Basque separatist
group ETA declared an end to its 30year armed campaign for independence from Spain, in which at least
800 people were killed.

Leonard Nimoy as Spock and William Shatner as Kirk in the premiere episode of ‘Star
Trek’. Shatner was born on this day in 1931.
Picture: CBS Photo Archive/Getty
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■ 2004: The UN revealed that the
world’s biggest humanitarian crisis
was unfolding in Sudan, where ethnic cleansing was taking place in
Darfur with the complicity of the
government.
■ 2004: Sheikh Ahmed Yassin,
founder and spiritual head of the
Palestinian militant group Hamas,
was killed in a targeted Israeli air
strike as he returned from a mosque
in Gaza City at daybreak.
■ 2001: The first case of foot-andmouth disease was confirmed in the
Republic of Ireland. Four cases had
so far been identified in the Netherlands and one in France, while
numbers in Britain now exceeded
400.
■ 1997: The large and very bright
Hale-Bopp comet, returning from
the outer reaches of the solar system for its first pass of the sun in
4,200 years, made its closest approach to Earth, about 122m miles.

■ 1993: Intel shipped the first Pentium chips (80586), featuring a 60
MHz clock speed.
■ 1993: The FBI broadcast Tibetan
chants and cut the electricity in a
bid to oust David Koresh and his 90
followers still holed up in the cult’s
compound at Waco, Texas.
■ 1983: Chaim Herzog, Labour’s
candidate, was elected president of
Israel.
■ 1979: Richard Sykes, Britain’s
ambassador to the Netherlands,
was shot dead by the IRA in the
Hague.
■ 1958: American theatre and film
producer Mike Todd was killed in
an air crash in New Mexico in the
USA. He was best known for his
1956 production of Around the World
in Eighty Days, which won an Academy Award for Best Picture, and his
marriage to actress Elizabeth Taylor.
■ 1945: The Arab League was formed by Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan (renamed Jordan in 1949), Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia, and Syria, to improve
cooperation between member states
and promote the interests of the
Arab world.
■ 1943: Almost the entire population of the village of Khatyn in
present-day Belarus was massacred
by Nazi troops, with participation
from Ukrainian and Belarussian

collaborators. A total of 149 people,
including 75 children, were killed
while only five escaped the massacre.
■ 1942: The BBC began transmitting Morse code messages to the
French resistance.
■ 1935: The first high-definition
television service was officially inaugurated by the director-general
of German broadcasting in Berlin.
■ 1933: The first concentration
camp in Nazi Germany was opened
at an abandoned munitions factory
at Dachau, near Munich. More than
30,000 people were killed there in
the 12 years it was in use.
■ 1931: Canadian actor William
Shatner, best known as Captain
James T Kirk, commander of the
starship USS Enterprise, in Star
Trek, was born.
■ 1930: Stephen Sondheim, US
composer and lyricist, was born. He
musical credits include West Side
Story, Gypsy, A Little Night Music,
Sweeney Todd, and Follies.
■ 1923: French mime artist Marcel
Marceau was born. His best known
character, the white-faced ‘Bip’,
was based on Pip, a character from
Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations.
■ 1917: Following his abdication
Tsar Nicholas II was placed under
house arrest with his family by the
revolutionary forces in Russia.
■ 1916: Yuan Shikai abandoned his
attempts to establish a new hereditary monarchy in China due to
mounting revolts and his declining
health. He had reigned as the Hongxian Emperor for just 83 days.
■ 1907: The first cabs with taxi
meters began operating in London.
■ 1907: Asians living in South Africa began a campaign of civil disobedience, led by Mahatma Gandhi,
in protest against racist laws.
■ 1903: The American side of Niagara Falls ran short of water due to
a drought.
■ 1888: The first meeting took
place at Anderton’s Hotel, in London’s Fleet Street, aimed at setting
up the English Football League.
■ 1857: The first department store
elevator for passengers, invented by
Elisha Graves Otis, was installed in
New York City.
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Only five locator forms used for contact tracing since August
Cianan Brennan
Contact tracers working to
track close contacts of conf irmed cases of Covid-19
from flights coming into Ireland have accessed Passenger Locator Forms (PLFs) on
just five occasions since August, according to the Department of Health.
In that time, some 500,000
of the mandatory forms for

passengers inbound on
planes and ferries had been
filled out, meaning the data
on the locator forms was
used for contact tracing in
just 0.001% of cases.
The Department of Health
had previously advised that
HSE contact tracing teams
were in a position to access
the information on PLFs, a
statement which ran
contrary to the experience of

tracers in Ireland’s four
large tracing centres.
Sources within those
centres had said that the data
they used to contact passengers comes from ﬂight manifests, is often delayed in its
arrival, and is often inadequate for tracers’ needs.
While staff had been told
within the past week that
they would be given access to
the data contained on the

PLFs, that has yet to happen.
PLFs were first brought
i n t o u s e by t h e S t a t e i n
March as a means of ensuring that inbound passengers
were self-isolating. The data
contained on the forms is
comprehensive, comprising
name, address of stay, contact number, email, age,
ﬂight number, country of departure, length of stay, and
departure date.

It is an offence, punishable
by a f ine of up to €2,500,
either to fail to fill in a form
or to fill it out with misleading information.
The HSE is the controller
of the locator form database,
a spokesperson for the Depar tment of Health said,
while “contact tracing teams
can access data on request”.
According to sources,
many close contacts of con-

firmed cases on incoming
flights are not being phoned
until up to 10 days after their
ﬂight arrives.
As of November 29, Ireland moved to the EU’s traffic light system, meaning
many incoming passengers
are not required to self-isolate at all, while the expected
spike in passengers travelling home for Christmas has
raised fears the tracing sys-

t e m c o u l d b e c o m e o ve r whelmed. This was the case
in early October as the second wave of the virus took
hold.
One tracing source
said they had advised friends
and f amil y not to tra vel
home for Christmas, and
that if they were to do so,
they should isolate for 14
days upon arrival, regardless of whether or not they

had tested negative prior to
ﬂying.
“People need to know that
flying isn’t risk-free,” said
another.
“The passenger locator
forms won’t help us find you
in a timely manner because
if someone has them they are
at least three degrees of separation away from the actual
contact tracer working on
your file,” they added.

C&AG to
probe HSE
pandemic
purchasing

News
publishers
struggle to
‘stay afloat’

Cianan Brennan

Paul Hosford

The State accountant for Ireland is to investigate the
HSE’s procurement policy
during the initial phase of
Covid-19, including a €14.1m
transaction to import ventilators which didn’t work.
Comptroller and Auditor
General Seamus McCarthy
told the Public Accounts
Committee that a separate
chapter would be set aside in
his organisation’s annual report for 2020 on the subject.
He said the probe will be
conducted with a view to “a
value for money evaluation”
and “lessons learned”.
“I particularly want to
focus on lessons learned, as
in what lesson have they
learned now in terms of how
to prepare for the future,” he
said.
“I don’t wish to prejudge,”
Mr McCar thy said in response to a question from Catherine Murphy TD who
asked how a company with
no experience in terms of
medical devices could be
used to procure same.
He added that “you need
good strategies; you don’t
need a new way of doing it”
with regard to procurement.
“You already have the details of suppliers, you should
be able to rely on that information when you have to
procure something urgently,” he added.
The HSE is due to appear
before the PAC in February
of next year, with its head of
procurement Sean Bresnan
expected to attend.
Separately, the behaviour
of the chief of the prison service and the head of the Department of Justice at last
week’s PAC hearing was described as “appalling” at last
night’s meeting by Fianna
Fail TD Marc MacSharry.
Last Thursday, Irish
Prison Service director general Caron McCaffrey and
Department of Justice secretary general Oonagh McPhillips repeatedly declined to
discuss a case involving
prison whistleblower Noel
McGree, saying it would be
“inappropriate” to do so.
“I’m appalled we were
only making up the numbers
given the lack of candour
and basic respect afforded
this committee,” Mr MacSharry said.

News publishers are
“struggling to stay aﬂoat in a
perfect storm of the pandemic and other issues”,
politicians have been told.
Vincent Crowley, chair of
newspaper representative
body NewsBrands Ireland,
told the Oireachtas Committee on Media the paradox of
the Covid-19 pandemic is
t h at p u bl i s h e r s a re n o w
reaching more readers than
ever, but this is not being
translated in advertising.
Mr Crowley said supports
through government advertising and staf f payment
supports are welcome, but
added other measures must
be taken. “The economic
model which once sustained
newspapers is broken. Revenues for print advertising
have dropped 75% from a
high of €367m in 2007 to €87m
in 2019. The forecast for 2020
is around €60m.
“This decline has not been
replaced by digital advertising, which is being hoovered
up by the likes of Google and
Facebook, who took €425m in
digital advertising from this
market last year, compared
with €26m for national news
publishers.”
He said if the committee
believes that public-interest
journalism is something
worth fighting for, they can
support the industry in the
longer term by:
■ Cutting Vat to 5% on newspapers and on digital products, ultimately reducing Vat
to 0%, as is the case in the UK
and other EU countries.
■ Tackling the dominance of
the tech platforms in the
digital advertising market.
■ Completing the long-overdue review of the defamation
act and reforming draconian
defamation laws and high
legal costs.
“In the shorter term, subsidies should be considered
for the distribution and posting of newspapers,” he said.
Frank Mulrennan of Local
Ireland, a representative
body of 46 weekly local newsp ap e r s, sai d c i rc u lati on
across the industry is down
22% “In reality, our industry
is still badly impacted by the
last recession and the digital
dominance of the likes of
Facebook and Google.”

Political Correspondent

A swollen south channel of the River Lee at Fr Mathew Quay, Trinity Bridge. The tidal surge during high tide at 6:21am yesterday morning resulted in only very minor ﬂooding/pooling on footpaths and roads in the
city centre for a very brief period.
Picture: Larry Cummins

Cork businesses ask campaign
group to withdraw challenge
Eoin English
Business leaders in Cork City have
called again on campaign group
Save Cork City to withdraw its
High Court legal challenge to a
public realm upgrade aimed at
removing most of the tidal flood
risk to the city centre.
Cork Business Association
president Eoin O’Sullivan said the
c i t y c a n ’ t c o n t i n u e t o l i ve o r
operate with the constant threat of
tidal flooding. He was speaking
after the city escaped significant
ﬂooding yesterday morning thanks
only to a last minute change of
wind direction.
“We feel that they [Save Cork
City] have had an impact on the
planning process for the positive,”
he said.
“But now is the time to concede
and let the city proceed with the
Morrison’s Island flood defence
scheme to safeguard our city’s
future because this risk of ﬂooding

constantly hanging over the city
centre is not helpful.
“It is also damaging our international reputation. We have many
firms across the world that are
looking to invest in Cork and create
thousands of jobs here and when
they see water flowing down the
South Mall it’s devastating for the
city’s reputation.”
Up to 100 city council staf f,
gardaí, firefighters, and members
of Cork City Civil Defence were in
the city from 5am yesterday
monitoring water levels ahead of
high tide at 6.21am.
With a tidal surge and strong
south-easterly winds forecast, it
was feared that these f actors,
combined with the high tide, would
cause significant tidal flooding in
the city centre, on a par with the
devastating ﬂood last October.
The high tide was predicted to
reach 2.1OD. When certain
meteorological conditions combine
with a high spring tide, a water
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A cyclist makes his way along the quay
in Cork City.
Picture: Larry Cummins
level of 2.2 or 2.3OD is enough for
the River Lee’s southern channel to
overspill the quay walls at Morrison’s Quay.
Tidal flood waters will reach the
South Mall when the levels reach
2.7OD. Water levels hit 2.8OD on
October 20 last, causing devastating ﬂooding to around 100 premises
on Oliver Plunkett St.
Storm-surge modelling software

predicted a 50cm to 75cm increase
in water levels on top of this morning’s high tide, fuelling fears that
yesterday’s flooding could have
been as bad as October’s ﬂood.
However, the forecasted gale
force south-easterly winds changed
direction about two hours before
high tide, and didn’t reach the
speeds expected, which meant the
storm surge wasn’t as severe as
feared.
Wa t e r l e ve l s o n l y r e a c h e d
2.45OD, which led to minor ﬂooding
on the quays on Morrison’s Island.
Road closures were lifted by 7am
and the city opened for business.
Mr O’Sullivan said it was a very
close call. “It’s very worrying for
our city and for traders to be in this
situation for the second time in two
months. It causes undue stress,” he
said.
“We would like to thank Cork
City Council for being extremely
proactive over the last number of
days notifying and working with

the traders in the city to make sure
they had protective measures in
place but today the city is open for
business.
“We would like to make sure that
people are aware that Cork is open
for business. We would like to welcome Christmas shoppers back to
the city where traders are open and
ready to welcome them.”
A f t e r O c t o b e r ’ s fl o o d , C o r k
Chamber, Cork Business Association, the Construction Industry
Federation, the Cork branch of the
Vintners Federation of Ireland, and
Retail Excellence Ireland united to
call on Save Cork City to withdraw
its legal challenge to the Morrison’s Island public realm scheme.
The group proceeded with its application for a judicial review of
Bord Pleanála’s grant of planning
for the scheme last summer.
The case has been listed for hearing next May. Work cannot start on
the scheme until the legal proceedings conclude.

Taoiseach denies claims
Government ‘abandoned’
Debenhams employees

Change to law on
cannabis ‘step in
right direction’

Liz Dunphy

Cormac O’Keeffe

Angry outbursts in the Dáil,
accusing the Government of
abandoning Debenhams
workers, erupted in the last
session of Taoiseach’s questions before Christmas.
An “insulting” deal of a
€3m training fund was offered to former workers
with no additional redundancy pay beyond their
statutory entitlement.
Two State bodies, the Revenue Commissioners and
the Department of Social
Protection, are owed €18m
from the liquidation, but
have not agreed to allow
proceeds from the sale of
stock to go directly to
workers instead.
Labour Court chairman
Kevin Foley, who has been
mediating the dispute, reported that both agencies
did “not find it possible to
mandate the liquidators to
do other than meet the
requirements of the relevant
law.”
Meanwhile, liquidators
KPMG have paid out €4.6m
for their own services — on
legal fees for taking workers
to court, security, leases,
and warehouses for stock removal — the vast bulk of
which would not have been
necessary had there been an
early settlement with the
workers, Solidarity TD Mick
Barry said.
“If Government had intervened after 50 days as opposed to after 250 days you
would have saved the vast,
vast bulk of these expenditures — money which in my
opinion should have been
used to top up the workers’

redundancy,” he said in the
Dáil.
The €3m training fund
was not appropriate for
many of the workers who
have already started training or are at the end of their
careers, and that money
should be used instead to top
up workers’ redundancy
packages, he said.
Taoiseach Micheál Martin
defended his Government,
saying the State had stepped
up to the plate to support
workers, paying €13m in
statutory redundancy — and
it was the private sector that
failed.
“Governments can’t intervene legally with how the
liquidation process undertakes its business,” he said.
“There are unfortunately
legal constraints around the
liquidation process itself.”
Revenue was legally obliged to claim the money it
was owed, as was the Department of Social Protection, and the latter had ultimately allowed redundant

workers to be supported by
the State, Mr Martin said.
“There are no easy ways
to circumvent those laws,”
he said. “The Government
did provide statutory redundancy.
“We’ve actually stepped
up to the plate here.”
Mr Martin accused numerous opposition TDs of
“playing politics” with the
issue and “leading people up
the garden path” when they
knew that there was no easy
solution to the dispute.
Valerie Conlon, shop steward and former worker at
the St Patrick St branch in
Cork, said the €3m upskilling deal has yet to be voted
on by postal ballot.
“I can’t see it being a yes
vote,” she said. “It’s not giving people anything extra.
“Kevin Foley did his best
for us. This is the Government’s fault. They can find
the money for things when
they want to.
“This has left a very bitter
taste in our mouths.”

Valerie Conlon, shop steward and former worker at Debenhams’ St
Patrick Street branch in Cork, said the €3m upskilling deal has yet to
be voted on: ‘I can’t see it being a yes vote.’ Picture: Denis Minihane

Security Correspondent
Drug organisations in favour
of decriminalisation have
described as a “move in the
right direction” a legal
change allowing gardaí to
caution, rather than charge,
people caught in possession
of cannabis for their own
personal use.
T h e d e ve l o p m e n t , a n n o u n c e d by G a r d a H Q ,
applies, primarily, to a first
offence and only to cannabis.
Under the changes to the
adult caution scheme, gardaí
will still retain their discretion to prosecute if they
believe it is not appropriate
in the circumstances to give
a caution.
The change in relation to
cannabis possession has
been a proposal of An Garda
Síochána and the Director of
Public Prosecutions for some
four years now and runs
parallel to a wider reform of
government policy toward
possession of all drugs.
However, unlike the recommendation of the 2016
Working Group on Alternatives to Prosecution and
the August 2019 Government
Working Group to Consider
Alternative Approaches to
the Possession of Drugs for
Personal Use, which recommend that changes apply to
all drugs, the Garda directive
solely applies to cannabis.
Anna Quigley of the Citywide Drugs Crisis Campaign,
which has advocated decriminalisation of possession of all drugs, said the
change to the adult caution
scheme is a move in the right
direction.

Anna Quigley: Criminalisation
has no positive impact.
“Citywide has a clear
position that people who are
in possession of drugs for
personal use should not be
criminalised, as the evidence
shows that criminalisation
has no positive impact and
can have a lot of negative impact on people’s lives,” said
Ms Quigley.
“This change to the adult
caution is moving in the
right direction, but obviously given our position
we would like to see more
significant change in the
current criminal status of
people who are in possession
of drugs for their personal
use.”
Tony Duffin of the Ana
Liffey Drugs Project also
welcomed the change.
“I welcome the inclusion
of the possession of cannabis
into the Adult Cautioning
Scheme,” said Mr Duffin. “It
is a step in the right direction.”
He said that people should
remember that a person’s
drug use is a health issue.
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Dáil questions over ventilator contracts
Irish healthcare settings.
He said: “When it comes to
contracts, that’s done at an
agency level, not political... I
don’t have any particular
recollection of any contracts
to do with ventilators,” he
said, adding that he would
have to “check my records”.
“We received a lot of legitimate offers, some quite suspect offers, frankly. I’d imagine that anything provided
to anybody in a political role

would have been passed on
to the HSE as the relevant
authority for procurement,”
he said. “I don’t personally
recall any contact with that
company.”
Mr Varadkar said that, at
the time, the HSE and politicians were inundated with
offers from people seeking to
help out and that any such
offers he would “pass on to
the agencies”.
“I certainly wouldn’t have

g o t t e n i n vo l ve d i n d i s cussions around money. Perhaps others did, but nothing
in my recollection,” he said.
Separately, the head of the
HSE asked that people remember the strain the health
service was under in terms
of procuring PPE and medical equipment in February
and March in the face of the
controversy over unusable
ventilators.
Responding to questioning

on the subject at the HSE’s
weekly media briefing in
Dublin, Paul Reid said “cast
your mind back” regarding
“what was happening in the
world, which was a worldwide chase for ventilators”.
“We were doubling our capacity to 1,000 ventilators.
One single supplier wasn’t
an option,” Mr Reid said.
“ We a r e i n d e t a i l e d d i s cussions with Roqu regarding contractual obligations.”

‘Urgent
ban’ on
gambling
needed

Ask Audrey
your festive
questions, like
why Santa has
a Cork accent

A present
parent is the
best gift to give
children this
Christmas
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Lord Mayor of Cork City Joe Kavanagh performs the cutting-of-the-ribbon ceremony and unveiling of the plaque at the reopening of Daly’s
Bridge (or the ‘Shakey Bridge’) with his wife Stephanie and Cork City Council chief executive Ann Doherty.
Picture: Brian Lougheed

Welcome return for Shakey Bridge
Eoin English
Several subcontractors
have been praised for completing the restoration of
Cork’s iconic Daly’s Bridge
after the company overseeing the project ran into
difficulties.
The issue emerged yesterday as Lord Mayor of Cork
City Joe Kavanagh officially
reopened the 1927-built pedestrian bridge, which has
retained its famous shake
after the €1.7m refurb.
Jean Kearney of Sunday’s
Well said residents have
missed the bridge since its
closure late last year.
“It’s been part of my life
all my life,” she said. “We
have missed it, and we are
looking forward to using it
again.”
Her granddaughter Madeleine, a final-year Applied
Psychology student in UCC,
said she is also looking forward to the reopening.
“It will shave about 10
minutes off my walk to and
from college,” she said. “I
can’t wait.”
Work on the bridge
started in September 2019
and it was due to reopen last
April, but the project
ground to a halt — first over
Covid-19, and later when
main contractor, Keating,

Peace commissioner M. O’Driscoll ofﬁcially opening Daly’s Bridge at
Sunday’s Well, Cork, in 1927.
ran into difficulties.
Cork City Council singled
out Mackey Plant Construction, in Tipperary; SSE Airtricity Utility Solutions, in
Little Island, Cork; KNC
Construction Ltd in Lehenaghmore, Cork; and Esemono Coating Services in
Carraig na bhFear, Cork for
helping to get the project
over the line for Christmas.
L&M Keating, based in
Kilmihil, Co Clare, started
work on the project in August 2019.
Within a month, the badly
corroded main bridge struc-

ture had been dismantled in
sections and transported to
Mackey’s plant in Nenagh,
for cleaning and repairs.
The sections were brought
to Rossaveal in Galway
where a protective coating
and several layers of paint
were applied, and they were
reinstalled by March 16.
The bridge’s southern approach ramp was demolished and rebuilt, four main
suspension cables were replaced, and the bridge
towers were cleaned, repaired, and repainted.
Covid-19 shut the project

down in late March, and
work restarted on June 18,
but it stopped without warning on July 3.
Keating told the council
that they were “unable to remobilise their supply chain”
to complete the outstanding
works. It later emerged that
an interim examiner had
been appointed by the High
Court to two companies in
the Keating group.
In the meantime, the
council separately engaged
original sub-contractors
who, along with council
staff, completed the remaining works.
Historian and Independent councillor Kieran
McCarthy said the people of
Cork will be pleased.
“I think we’ve got added
value to the shakeability of
the Shakey Bridge,” he said.
Fianna Fáil councillor
Tony Fitzgerald described it
as a fabulous project.
“It is also important for
residents of Shanakiel and
Sunday’s Well as a connection to Fitzgerald’s Park and
to local schools,” he said.
The project, funded by the
NTA and the Department of
Transport, was overseen by
a team including RPS Engineering and Corrosion Solutions, Cork City Council,
and JCA Architects.

SOLUTIONS for THURSDAY

The College of Psychiatrists
of Ireland has called for an
urgent ban on gambling in
sports next year and said
tackling gambling addiction
through laws and education
was needed “now more than
ever”.
Launching its Gambling
Disorder Position Paper, the
professional body for psychiatrists said the Covid-19
lockdowns and restrictions
had fed what was already a
“hidden epidemic”, adding
that it was now a “public
health crisis”.
It said coronavirus-related
restrictions fuelled the problem through increased isolation, more opportunity to
gamble while working from
home and higher levels of
targeted online advertising.
The paper, developed by
the college’s Faculty of Addictions Psychiatry, says
gambling disorder is a behavioural addiction that
shares certain features with
substance addiction and outlines five key planks to target
the problem: Public education, new legislation, advertising controls, treatment
services, and research into
problem gambling.
According to the paper,
there are no national data on
the prevalence of gambling
disorder in Ireland and no
dedicated referral pathways
for the treatment of the disorder within Irish mental
health or addiction services.
The college said gambling
advertisements on television
and radio should not be permitted before the watershed
and that gambling advertising within sports in Ireland
should not be permitted.
“All gambling advertisingrelated activity should be
closely monitored by an
independent regulator,” it
said. “The independent

regulator should be aware of
the influence social media
a dver t is i ng can ha ve on
children and adolescents...
[and] of the use of microtransactions and loot boxes
in online gaming, described
as ‘virtual games of
chance’.”
It also calls for more robust age verification processes to hinder children accessing gambling websites
and enhanced legislation, as
well as public education
about gambling disorder and
greater treatment options.
Colin O’Gara, a consultant
addictions psychiatrist
specialising in the area of
gambling addiction and lead
author of the paper, said:
“We cannot continue to ignore the links between problem gambling and the current high volume of betting
ads — be that in traditional
TV ads or on team jerseys
and side-line banners. Betting has become strongly
linked with the enjoyment of
sports. We are normalising
gambling as a behaviour.
“Much like tobacco, in 10
years I think we will look
back on the proliferation of
g a m bl i n g a d ve r t i s i n g i n
sport and entertainment and
ask ourselves how we let it
get so out of control. Currently gambling advertising
in Ireland is much too common and, critically, occurs
before the adult television
watershed.”
William Flannery, president of the College of Psychiatrists of Ireland, said:
“Even in the absence of live
sports, people are finding it
difficult to avoid triggers,
with increased visibility of
online gambling ads and the
rollout of new betting platforms. We need to support
people with tighter controls
and responsible gambling
measures inbuilt in the industry.”
■ irishpsychiatry.ie
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Social Affairs Correspondent

It’s been a tumultuous month
for the greyhound industry, but
Liam Dowling remains defiant
Sport, Page 8

■ Psychiatrists groups say Covid
lockdowns have fuelled problem
Noel Baker
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There was no political involvement in the financial
side of procurement for the
Covid-19 pandemic, at least
to his knowledge, the Tánaiste has told the Dáil.
Taking leaders questions
in Leinster House yesterday,
Leo Varadkar was asked
about the circumstances that
led to festival management

company Roqu Media Intern a t i o n a l b e i n g g i ve n a
€14.1m contract for the importation of ventilators that
turned out to be unusable.
Under questioning from
Social Democrats co-leader
Róisín Shortall, Mr Varadkar stressed that the situation in February and March
was “very pressurised” due
to a lack of effective personal
protective equipment (PPE)
and relevant equipment in

4 9

7

6

8 6
7 5
1
6

9
5 6
4
3
7
4 3 9
9
8
4
5
4 6
9 2
1
5
8 4
7

5
4

9

ADVANCED

Cianan Brennan
and Niamh Grifﬁn

7 2
4
5
5
6
2
5
6
8
3
8
5
4
8
5
7
5
1
9
3
9
8
8
4
9 6
1
© 2020 Andrews McMeel

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME FOR FREE
No. 61,796

€2.30 (£1.60 in N.

e
and we have overcom

Ireland)

www.irishexaminer.com
Friday, March 13,

2020

We are a great nation

Wild west

Turning the tide

Support needed
Childhood holidays
protect coasts
inspired novelist
8-9

to

Special Report Pages

Weekend Inside

n

Opening night

All the drama as Cork
clubs back in action
Sport Pages 4-6
No. 61,911

€3.20 (£2.00 in N.

Ireland)

www.irishexaminer.com
Saturday, July 25,

2020

€200m
fund to
reopen

Fenced off for the future

New look Weekend
€2.30 (£1.60 in N.

No. 61,919

I do – but how?

Flat footed
Gun and its story

to men and women
as an example
for ideals,
‘I want to see Irelandcan be achieved by living each and
what
viewing
everywhere of
for them, and by and honour.’
rather than fighting
worthy of respect
every person as
2020

The assassination
Oswald Swanzy
News Pages 10-11
Saturday, August

22, 2020

in history

Inside

P Hosford,
Paul
Aoife Moore
A

SIGN UP TODAY
www.newsdelivery.ie
021 430 00 28
info@newsdelivery.ie

VEHICLES
NEW FORD COMMERCIAL (100ps)
Trend
Connect Van LWB

€15,000 + VAT

Custom Van SWB

HEAR
2020
BETTER - LIVE BETTER
HEAR

t

Trend (130ps)

750

e
c

of

Walking away
from high heels
Weekend Inside

Outrage at one law
O

020

Micheál
The Taoiseach
to quell
Martin is struggling
contain a
public anger and
the fall-out
political crisis as controfrom the ‘Golfgate’consume
to
versy threatens
warnings
the coalition with

with cheapest borrowing

Modern marvel

Ireland)

www.irishexaminer.com

Tuesday, August 4,

John Hume, 1937-2

■

State takes advantage

Competition
Win a

www.irishexaminer.com

Class distinction

Bok with a bang

ready
South African stars
to shine for Munster
Sport Pages 2-4
No. 61,935

for them, one law

€3.20 (£2.00 in N.

Ireland)

for us

2

News

Irish Examiner
Tuesday, 30.03.2021

‘Significant’ issues flagged in
Chinese ventilator investigation

Cianan Brennan

Spelling errors, Chinese labelling, and a total lack of
legal declarations of conformity were among the issues noted with ventilators
procured from China following an investigation ordered
by the HSE.
Other issues noted in the
probe by the Health Products
Regulatory
Authority
(HPRA) included mismatched certificates of
quality standard and unsubstantiated statements of device compatibility regarding
machines supplied by festival management company
Roqu Media International.
The report was commissioned by the HSE and delivered in June 2020.
Seen by the Irish Examiner, the report into the underlying documentation accompanying ventilators pro-

■ Report said machines imported
by Roqu should not be used

cured at the beginning of the
Covid-19 pandemic found
“potentially significant noncompliances”.
It stated that the machines
in question “should not be
put into service at this time”.
Meanwhile, questions remain as to when the ventilators’ compatibility issues
were first noted, with the report commenting that some
were caught at “commissioning”, while five of the machines failed “on site”.
Neither the HSE nor the
HPRA would comment as to
whether or not “on site”
meant that the machines in
question had failed within a
medical facility, such as a
hospital, although the HPRA
report stresses that the de-

vices were never deployed in
clinical practice.
Inconsistencies also exist
between numbers detailed in
of f icial HSE repor ts and
those detailed in the HPRA
report.
Five separate device types
were reviewed by the HPRA,
at least four of which, representing 65 machines, emanated from a deal struck
with Roqu Media International to bring 328 ventilators into Ireland.
Of those 53 machines, 27
failed before deployment,
four of them “on site”.
Some 31 of those ventilators were Eternity SH300s,
produced by a company in
Beijing, which hold a valid
CE cer tif icate. However,

none of the machines were
supplied with that certificate, meaning the HPRA
could not verify their authenticity. Two brochures supplied with the devices referenced different certification
bodies.
Two of the machines were
Aeonmed VG70s, which arrived in Ireland with a CE
certificate initially obtained
by the Chinese outpost of Ireland’s IDA.
H o w e ve r , t h e H P R A
stressed in the report that it
was not clear if that certificate in fact related to the machines provided by Roqu
Media International, one of
which had failed at commissioning.
While product brochures
for both machines appeared
to be compliant, the labelling
on the devices showed no CE
mark, while all the text was
in Chinese.

Again, the HPRA said that
the two machines should not
be placed on the Irish or
European markets until the
“significant
non-compliances” noted had been investigated.
In terms of the 20 PA700
machines delivered by Roqu
— all of which failed quality
testing at commissioning —
a CE certificate was supplied
but it was just under five
years out of date, and the
authenticity of which the
HPRA did not verify.
The labelling on these devices was particularly egregious, the HPRA said, with
no CE mark and a number of
issues involving the relevant
website address.
The product brochure for
these machines noted that
the distributor was Perlong
Medical, whose website appeared near-identical to that
of Perlove Medical, a com-

pany based in the city of
Nanjing. The HPRA had
prior knowledge of Perlove,
which had valid EU certification, but not for ventilators.
The 12 Boaray 5000 devices
provided by Roqu were the
only ones accompanied with
a seemingly valid CE certificate, although a second certificate supplied by the HSE
appeared to be two years out
of date. This “raises concerns in relation to the authenticity of the products”, the
HPRA said.
These machines were also
the only ones that matched
the original spec in the
HSE’s contract with Roqu,
and the only ones not to fail
at commissioning, although
none of them were accompanied with a user manual.
Roqu did not respond to request for comment by the
Irish Examiner.
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Jane Guerin and her dog Joey from Tralee Co Kerry at the Tralee farmers market, which
is held every Saturday morning at the Brandon Hotel.

Ciara O’Connor is all set for her pancake from Maria Charland from Dingle at Saturday’s
farmers market.
Pictures: Domnick Walsh
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Lucie, Evie, and Sunnite Giles from Tralee buying eggs and bread from the wide selection of goods available, including
fruit and vegetables, organic meat, poultry, and fresh ﬁsh, and homemade cakes, breads, and buns.

issue that affects many industries, including construction, IT, and transport
workers, such as couriers.
The issue is an international one, which recently
saw lift-sharing company
Uber admonished by the UK
supreme court, which ruled
that all of the company’s
drivers are entitled to full
workers’ rights.
Mr McMahon will cite the
issue of ‘test cases’ being
used in an unlawful manner
by t h e S t a t e i n o r d e r t o

misclassify workers as selfemployed.
T h e R eve n u e C o m m i s sioners recently acknowledged, in correspondence
with the committee, that all
couriers are deemed to be
self-employed by dint of a
single precedent first used
by the Department of Social
Protection in 1995.
In his submission to the
committee, which followed
his appearance before same
last November, Revenue
chairman Niall Cody said

“there is no one specific test’
case used to determine
whether a person can be
deemed to be self-employed.
“However, couriers were
regarded as self-employed
for PRSI purposes as a result
of a Social Welfare Appeals
Officer’s decision,” Mr Cody
said.
“In the interest of uniformity, Revenue decided, without prejudice, to treat those
couriers as self-employed for
tax purposes.”
Mr McMahon will tell the

Public Accounts Committee
that, despite the assurance of
former social protection
minister Regina Doherty
that those test cases applied
only to “a particular set of
circumstances” dating from
the early 1990s, nevertheless
“the use of test cases never
stopped”.
Mr McMahon will estimate that bogus self-employment costs the State anywhere between €240m and
€1bn a year in lost PRSI contributions.

INTERMEDIATE

Thousands of workers are
being “deliberately misclassified” by the State as selfemployed, an Oireachtas
committee will hear today.
That misclassification is
expected to be branded as
amounting to “illegal State
aid” by the sole witness at
the hearing of the Public Accounts Committee.
Martin McMahon, a
Meath-based activist who
has been campaigning on the

subject of bogus self-employment for more than 20 years,
will tell the committee that
the “illegal” aid, in the form
of a PRSI exemption to “selected employers”, puts
“compliant employers at a
distinct economic disadvantage”.
Bogus self-employment,
which sees people who are to
all intents and purposes fully
employed by a private entity
denied the statutory social
insurance contributions that
PAYE workers receive, is an
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Sean O’Riordan

State security could be put at
risk due to a decline in the
number of soldiers applying
to join the elite special forces
Army Ranger Wing (ARW).
This could jeopardise a
Government commitment to
significantly bolster ARW
numbers to counter threats
from international terrorists, powerful drug cartels,
and potential assassinations
of visiting VIPs.
The issue was highlighted
by a n u n i d e n t i f i ed A RW
officer in an article he wrote
for Signal magazine, which
is published by the Representative Association for Commissioned Officers (Raco).
The officer, who recently
returned home after a tour of
Mali with the ARW, said
there had been “a downward
trend” in personnel presenting for Module 1, the
physically and mentally
draining selection course for
entry into the elite force.
The pass rate for the
Module 1 selection process is
only between 10% and 15%,
so having fewer personnel
applying to take it will lead
to problems filling current
vacancies and make it more
dif f icult for the planned
expansion of the ARW.
The officer said the current ARW recruitment difficulties were possibly associated with the broader retention crisis within the defence
forces.
In the 2015 White Paper on
Defence, the Government
committed to increasing the
ARW strength by 50% from
its current standing, which
is believed to be around 100
personnel.
The ARW increase is due
to happen by 2025 at the latest. Only 20 out of 95 projects identified in the white
paper have so far been completed.
It is understood that the
Government commitment to
increase the ARW strength
also involved the recruitment of some technicians
and support staff.
The ARW officer added
that the post-2013 contracts
presented a challenge to

Despite being told by the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) that upgrades
of three North Cork sewerage treatment plants are
vital, Irish Water has said it
will not fund their construction until after 2024.
The utility has been urged
to review its capital plan because of the urgency surrounding the protected
status of the freshwater
pearl mussel in the River
Blackwater in North Cork.
The tiny creature can only
breed in areas where water
is of very high quality and,
as a result, has become critically endangered because
many European rivers
where it was once common
have become so polluted.
The Fine Gael leader on
Cork County Council, John
Paul O’Shea, recently highlighted that an eco-village
built in Lombardstown was
connected to a communal
septic tank which is leaking
into the Blackwater in an
area where it is known that
the mussels are present.
He expressed anger after
receiving replies from Irish
Water about their timelines
for upgrading the sewerage
treatment plant there and at
Kanturk and Ballydesmond.
Mr O’Shea said local representatives had been told
on November 17 that Lombardstown had been prioritised in Irish Water’s capital
plan — but after making additional inquiries, he
learned that no construction
work would take place there
until after 2024.
“This is not acceptable to
me, and I doubt very much it
will be acceptable to the Environmental Protection
Agency either,” Mr O’Shea
said.
Irish Water said a site options report had been completed for an upgraded treatment plant in Ballydesmond. However, a spokesman added: “Following on
from an Irish Water investment review, the delivery
timelines for upgrades to the
Ballydesmond wastewater
treatment plant cannot be
confirmed and the project
has been re-profiled to be
completed beyond 2024 [i.e.
beyond the current Capital
Investment Plan]”.
The spokesman said a
feasibility study report has
been completed for Kanturk
wastewater treatment plant,
but it is again not part of the
current Capital Investment
Plan for 2020 to 2024.
There is slightly better
news in Boherbue, as Irish
Water said the sewage treatment upgrade there is at the
detailed design stage.
It said it is working with
its designers to complete
complex environmental assessments with a view to
submitting a planning application this year.
The Irish Water spokesman said that, “subject to receipt of the necessary approvals, Irish Water will progress with necessary procurement and advise of the construction timelines in due
course”.

The pass-rate for the gruelling Module 1 selection process for the Army Ranger Wing is between 10% and 15% and there has been a
‘downward trend’ in numbers presenting for the course, according to an ARW ofﬁcer who has recently returned from a tour of Mali.
ARW recruitment.
Officers have to retire on
age grounds earlier than
most other workers in the
public service and Raco said
they are therefore not entitled to a decent pension.
Raco has carried out a survey of its members, 79% of
whom said they did not view
a long-term career in the defence forces as being viable
due to this.
Both serving and former
members of the ARW are
also owed significant sums of
money by the Department of
Defence.
In October 2018, PDForra,
which represents enlisted
personnel in the Defence
Forces, finally won an arbitration case which recommended increased allowances for ARW members.
The arbitrator recommended that the increased
allowances should be backdated to 2006.
However, the Department
of Defence would only backdate them to October 1, 2018.
PDForra general secre-

A survey by the Representative Association for Commissioned Ofﬁcers showed that 79% of its members
did not view a long-term career in the Defence Forces as being a viable option.
tary Gerard Guinan told the
Irish Examiner some ARW
personnel are still owed between €30,000 and €40,000.
The ARW was formed by a
Government order on March
16, 1980.
While ARW personnel live
somet hing of a sh adow y
existence, it is known that
the e li t e t roop s are con stantly on one-hour standby

24/7 to respond to a serious
incident and have to be capable of deploying overseas
with five days’ notice.
Those who join up have to
live within a one-hour drive
of their headquarters at The
Curragh.
They are primarily tasked
with providing security for
visiting VIPs and carrying
out counter-ter rorism

measures and security assessments. In addition, they
are trained to deal with hijackings, hostage-taking,
and must be able to attack
targets via land, sea, and in
airborne operations.
Some of their operations
remain secret. However,
they have publicised the fact
that they have served in
overseas peacekeeping roles.

Deal to import masks failed over bill payee
Cianan Brennan
A deal to bring 150,000 masks to Ireland from China foundered after a
fundraising group discovered that
the €108,000 bill was payable to Irish
festival management company Roqu
Media International rather than a
Chinese wholesaler.
Roqu, a company paid €14.1m by
the HSE to import ventilators from
China, had offered masks to Covid
fundraisers Heroes Aid at a cost of
€0.72 per unit.
Heroes Aid, a group led by Co Galway public health nurse and former
city councillor Mary Leahy, had
liaised with Paul O’Brien, a Cork
native with knowledge of Chinese
supply lines and markets, to bring
the Type II R surgical masks to Ireland in mid-April.
The group had initially worked

with Conor McGregor to distribute
€1.5m in personal protective equipment (PPE) that the MMA fighter
had purchased for Irish hospitals in
April, at a time of a global PPE shortage.
Some €200,000 was subsequently
received by the group via fundraising and direct donations, which led
to its contact with Roqu via Mr
O’Brien.
However, when an invoice was requested from Mr O’Brien by Heroes
Aid volunteer Doug Leddin, he responded with a document payable to
Irish-based Roqu.
“Every invoice I’d seen up to this
point had been coming from the factory in China,” said Mr Leddin.
“ W h y wo u l d we p a y a n I r i s h
c o m p a n y w e ’ d n e ve r h e a r d
of €100,000 of money donated by
the public?” he asked.

Mr O’Brien did not respond to the
Irish Examiner’s request for comment.
Ms Leahy said that Heroes Aid
“was never in touch with Roqu”, adding that she had vaguely heard of
Robert Quirke, the owner and CEO of
Roqu, but that he had “some connection with Paul O’Brien”.
A lengthy conversation between
Mr Leddin and Mr O’Brien via
WhatsApp messages preceded the
delivery of the Roqu invoice, with Mr
Leddin repeatedly requesting certificates of trade and images of the products in question from Mr O’Brien.
Mr O’Brien told Mr Leddin that it
was not possible to “ask for that info
and I wouldn’t expect someone to
give it to me”.
“I have received no documentation
or information on these masks other
than an invoice from an Irish media

company,” replied Mr Leddin.
Mr O’Brien subsequently produced a number of certificates regarding the masks, although all of
them were in Chinese text.
Roqu’s price of €108,000 for the
Type II R surgical masks equated to a
cost per unit of €0.72.
However, Mr Leddin and fellow
volunteer Joe Naughton refused to
sanction the deal as offered.
Two weeks after the deal foundered, Heroes Aid was provided with an
alternate price of €0.52 per unit by an
Irish supplier in Hong Kong, equating to what would have amounted to
a comparative loss of €30,000 on the
150,000 masks on offer from Roqu.
Mr O’Brien ceased engagement
with Heroes Aid at the end of April.
The Hong Kong deal was subsequently actioned and the masks distributed to Irish hospitals.
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‘No equity of care for pregnant women’ under Covid rules
Áine Kenny
Women who test positive for
Covid-19, or are close contacts of a positive case, have
to give birth without their
partners present in some
maternity units, contrary to
World Health Organisation
(WHO) guidelines.
One woman who spoke to
the Irish Examiner on condition of anonymity gave birth
alone last month because she
was a close contact of a positive case.

“I had a negative Covid
test and was on a ward with
two other women, who also
had neg ative Covid tests
when admitted,” she said.
“One of the women then
needed a repeat test as it had
been over 72 hours since her
first.”
The woman subsequently
tested positive, and the two
other women were deemed
close contacts and tested
again.
“We were both negative,”
she sai d. “We were then

Medical
staff warn
system
can’t cope

m o ve d t o t h e i s o l a t i o n
rooms, and I was told that my
h u s b a n d wo u l d n o t b e
allowed at our baby’s birth,
despite my negative test. I
cried for the entire day. I had
to phone my poor husband to
tell him he had a son.”
The woman said the ordeal
had a major psychological effect on her.
“My husband knew I was
devastated and he sat outside
in the car park just to be
close to me,” she said. “He
should have been there.

“I wasn’t scared or
anxious. I was broken ... even
pulling the car around to
collect me, there was no ceremony, there was no joy. We
sat in silence the whole way
home — angry, upset, hurt.
Like something had been unjustifiably stolen from us.”
The woman never tested
positive for Covid.
“So it was all for nothing,”
she said.
Krysia Lynch of the Association for Improvements
in Maternity Services Ire-

land (Aims) says multiple
women have contacted Aims
saying they had given birth
alone after either testing
positive for Covid, or being
deemed a close contact.
She said that dif ferent
units having different rules
is not in keeping with the
national maternity strategy.
“There is supposed to be
equity of care,” she said. “We
have been told all Covid restrictions are decided on a
local basis, but that flies in
the face of the strategy.”

Ms Lynch said she would
like to see a risk-assessment
analysis which proves that
having a partner attend labour is an added risk when
the woman has tested posit i ve , a s ch a n c e s a re h e r
partner is positive too.
T h e C o o m b e ’ s we b s i t e
says: “If you or your partner
test positive for Covid-19 or
are a close contact, your designated partner will be unable to attend the hospital.
This is required to protect
our staff and patients.”

Covid-positive mothers
giving birth in the Rotunda
also cannot have a partner
with them in the labour ward
or in the operating theatre.
The Rotunda Hospital said
it has faced infrastructural
challenges, stating: “Most of
our delivery rooms are not
en-suite and therefore have
no separate bathroom for patients or their partners. The
Rotunda makes exceptional
arrangements for patients in
special circumstances, such
as bereavement.”

Preparations continue

€9m worth
of Chinese
ventilators
remain
unused
Cianan Brennan

■ Warning over lack of staff to
meet backlog of non-Covid care
Niamh Grifﬁn

Health Correspondent
Nurses and doctors working
on the frontlines will today
warn the Oireachtas health
committee that there is not
enough staf f to meet the
growing backlog of nonCovid care and will call for
improved protection in hospitals.
The three largest unions
— the Irish Nurses and Midwives Organisation (INMO),
the Irish Medical Organisation (IMO) and the Irish
Hospital Consultants Association (IHCA) — will discuss
access to testing, staffing and
pay with the committee.
The IHCA represents 3,200
hospital consultants, around
95% of the total.
A s u r ve y o f I H C A
members last week found
54% worried that “moderate
or high staff absentee levels”
due to Covid were negatively
affecting the health service.
In a finding that is sure to
worry patient advocates, almost 70% of IHCA members
said persistent staffing issues will have a “moderate
or severe” impact on care for
non-Covid patients.
One in f ive consultant
roles are not filled on a permanent basis and, with more
than 800,000 people on waiting lists, the IHCA will ask
for pay issues to be urgently
resolved.
School closures are ano t h e r ke y i s s u e , a s o n l y
crèche-age children of essential workers have access to
services.
The IHCA will say: “It is
vital that primary and secondary schools are reopened
for the children of all HCWs,
as is the case in the UK and
Northern Ireland. Also, financial support should be
provided to pay for the increased child-minding needs
that have arisen due to reduced school hours.”
Concern has been express-

ed in recent weeks about the
rising level of Covid transmission in hospitals. The
HSE has put this down to the
high levels of community
transmission, but the IHCA
will point to specific factors
behind this.
It will say: “Our members
also expressed concerns
about lack of regular testing
and screening of staff, poor
ventilation in crowded areas
and clinical areas, poor security and incursions from
visitors not wearing PPE.”
The INMO will raise the
i s s u e o f p a y fo r s t u d e n t
nurses and midwives, something which hit the headlines
many times during the pandemic but is not yet resolved.
It will also criticise the
lack of regular testing for
asymptomatic healthcare
workers and delays in rolling
out universal facemasks and
higher standard masks.
It will say: “Governments
and the HSE over the last
number of years have many
reports indicating the staffing and capacity pressures of
the health service. Unfortunately, these were ignored.”
Sinn Féin TD for Waterford David Cullinane said on
Monday the nurse’s call for
improved PPE, especially in
light of the greater transmissibility of the UK variant,
should be heard.
He said: “It is quite difficult to maintain a 2m distance in older hospitals.
Nurses and midwives make
up about 50% of all the Covid
infections.”
The health committee will
also hear about the increasingly problematic situation
for public health specialists
from the IMO.
These doctors work on the
contact-tracing frontline, advising and tracing complex
outbreaks. A pay deal had
been expected in July to give
them parity with consultants, but was put on hold because of the pandemic.

Marquees being constructed outside City Hall, Cork, which has been set up as a mass vaccination clinic.

Health Correspondent
Less than half of the emergency pandemic funding
available to nursing homes
has been drawn down so far,
new HSE figures show.
Nursing homes saw almost half of Covid-19 deaths
in Ireland, with 451 people
dying in January alone.
The temporary assistance
payment scheme (TAPS) was
set up in April for private
nursing homes which make
up the majority of the sector
to cover personal protective
equipment, infection control, and some infrastructure
changes.
Funding of €134.5m is
available until June. However, only €65.2m has been
drawn down so far.

County figures reflect the
number of homes in each
area, with €16.3m gone to
Dublin.
In Munster, Cork homes
have claimed €7.2m, Limerick €3m, Tipperary 2.7m,
C l a r e € 1 . 7 m , Wa t e r f o r d
€1.5m, and Kerry €1.1m.
Aontu TD for Meath
Peader Toibin, who received
the figures from the HSE,
called for more speed in allocating this funding.
He said: “This is quite
shocking given the crisis
that we are in. It’s incumbent
on the Minister to work out
what are the blockages to
this investment.”
Mr Tobin called for better
use of the monies earmarked
for visiting areas.
“Safe, warm external visitor pods where families and
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Gardaí turn back people at Border
James Ward
People travelling from the
North into the Republic are
being turned back at the
border if they do not have
an essential reason for
travel.
A number of garda checkpoints were operating along
the border yesterday to enforce the new Covid-19 regulations.
People living in the North
who cross the border without a reasonable excuse face
a €100 fine.
One such checkpoint, near
Emyvale on the TyroneMonaghan border, saw
three motorists turned back
yesterday morning.
Inspector Adrian Durcan
of Monaghan Garda Station
said: “We have a checkpoint
which is here to enforce
the regulations which are
currently in existence, to
ensure that people comply
with the Covid rules.
“From 7am, we’re here to
advise people that anybody

Garda stop vehicles at a checkpoint on the Border between Emyvale,
Co Monaghan, and Aughnacloy, Co Tyrone.
Picture: PA
who is not ordinarily
resident in this state, they
are now liable to a fine of
€100, if they are travelling
without an essential reason
to be here.”
Insp Durcan said no fines
have been issued so far, but
that some people have been
turned back.
He said: “We have engaged with a few people who
have not had essential rea-

Less than half of pandemic funding
for nursing homes has been used
Niamh Grifﬁn

However, CUH said if the
expectant mother is Covid-19
positive, the hospital will
allow the partner to attend
the birth when the mother is
in established labour.
The National Maternity
Hospital on Holles St also
said it does not stop Covid-19
positive women from having
a designated person at the
labour and birth.
WHO guidance states that
all pregnant women should
have a “companion of choice
present during delivery”.

residents are separated by a
glass wall and where there is
no exchange of air between
the two rooms but voices are
amplified by microphones
and speakers are available,”
he said.
“ H o w e ve r , m y u n d e r standing from the sector is
that these are still few and
far between. Most families
are still completely isolated
from their loved ones in their
time of need.”
Funding is given for standard or outbreak assistance,
based on the number of residents. The monthly limit was
updated on Friday to either
three times the standard
payment or 60,000.
Tadhg Daly, head of Nursing Homes Ireland, said yesterday some claims were
turned down, while homes

with large outbreaks exceeded their funding. “
We welcome the funding, it
is appropriate,” he said. “We
have seen nursing homes
under so much pressure
lately they have not completed the paperwork. The
priority is looking after their
residents.”
A spokeswoman for the
Department of Health said:
“In total, up to €134.5m has
been made available to the
scheme for 2020 and 2021.
“Enhancement of safe
visiting spaces is aligned
with the overriding aim of
TAPS, which is to support
nursing homes in keeping
residents safe and reduce the
risk of infection and transmission into the nursing
home.”
Opinion: 8

sons and on the advice of the
guards, they have turned
back. People have turned
back when requested. I
think it was three so far this
morning.”
He said gardaí would
issue fines to those not complying with the regulations
and follow up through court
summons.
“They will receive the
fine and have 28 days to pay

the fine. Failure to pay that
fine will result in a court
appearance,” he said.
“If they don’t pay it we
will issue a summons in respect of the offence and we
will follow through on that
summons.
“We would have no concerns at the minute other
than to ensure that people
have an essential reason to
travel.
“We’re here to encourage
them and to explain to them
that unless there are essential reasons we will be issuing fines.
“At the minute we have
had excellent compliance
from the majority of people
and we thank them for that.
“But there’s still a minority of people who are not
complying with the regulations and we’re here to
ensure that these breaches
aren’t reoccurring.”
The new measures apply
to anyone who is “not ordinarily resident” in the Republic. Insp Durcan said if

enforcement is required, a
fixed payment notice for
€100 will be issued to each
person who is in breach of
the regulation.
If gardaí stop a car with a
driver and two passengers,
then each of the three adults
will receive a fine of €100.
The new rules mean the
garda can turn back daytrippers from the North who
cross the border.
Under Ireland’s Covid-19
public health restrictions,
travel is restricted to within
5km of a person’s home except for essential reasons.
Around 4,600 people have
been fined for breaching
Covid-19 regulations in
Ireland.
About 3,500 of the fines
were for non-essential
travel, including around 375
for non-essential journeys to
airports/ ports.
People travelling to an
airport or port to take a
holiday abroad are liable for
a €500 fine for undertaking a
non-essential journey.

Safe haven

Naomi Masheti and Fionnuala O’Connell of Cork Migrant Centre help to install the ‘Douglass in Ireland’
exhibition, on loan from the Museum of Literature Ireland, at Nano Nagle Place. The exhibition forms
part of #DouglassWeek, a creative commemoration of Frederick Douglass in Ireland which runs until
Sunday. See more at douglassincork.com and nanonagleplace.ie
Picture: Clare Keogh

The HSE brought 465 ventilators from China at the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic which have never
been used.
An email released to the
Irish Examiner by the HSE
under freedom of information shows the total
manifest of such devices imported from China, as of December 14 of last year, was
465 machines at a cost of
€9.4m, or €20,235 per unit.
The email, written by John
Griffin, procurement officer
with the HSE’s health business services section, states
that 1,026 ventilator units
were purchased all told last
year at a cost of €30.6m.
However, Mr Griffin says
that “the units from China
are in quarantine due to
quality-related issues”.
It is not stated, however,
what location the machines
have been kept in quarantine. The remaining 561 units
were procured from “traditional sources”, according to
the email, at a cost of
€21,171,984, or €37,740 per
machine.
Some 359 of the devices
from such sources emanated
from Cork supplier Healthcare 21, at a pre-tax cost of
€24,500 per unit.
The HSE was under considerable pressure to procure additional ventilator
supplies at the beginning of
the pandemic when expert
predictions suggested that
the country’s existing
supplies would be wildly insufficient for managing the
strain of the disease.
The Irish Examiner has
previously reported how the
health service paid €14.1m to
a media management company, Roqu Media International, for the delivery of
328 ventilators on March 23
last year. However, just 72
units were delivered in the
end, none of which were ever
clinically deployed due to
their failure to match minimum quality thresholds.
Detailed queries were put
to the HSE requesting to
know the whereabouts of the
Chinese machines, and what
suppliers were used for their
procurement, the make or
brand of the quarantined devices, and whether or not the
H S E i s i n vo l ve d i n d i s cussions aimed at recouping
its expenses for machines
that were not usable.
A spokesperson replied:
“The HSE is not in a position
to provide any further comment at this stage.”
The HSE’s eventual outlay
to Roqu was €10.3m following a refund by the company
of €3.8m, which it previously
said had been actioned due to
the HSE’s eventual need for
ventilators being less than
expected.
It is unclear, however, how
the HSE’s total spend on 465
Chinese machines could be
just €9.4m given that its net
spend on the Roqu devices
alone was a deal greater than
that figure.
In a briefing paper ahead
of the Roqu transaction in
March 2020 the HSE’s head of
procurement Sean Bresnan
outlined the “signif icant
risk” involved in the deal,
not least because there was
no guarantee of ensuring
that the machines received
would be of sufficient quality
for deployment here.
In order to mitigate that
risk, Mr Bresnan suggested
the HSE must “simultaneously and aggressively”
pursue other supply sources
for ventilators at the same
time as the Roqu transaction
was being conducted.

New variants raise questions about vaccine efficacy, says WHO chief
The head of the World Health
Organisation said the emergence of new Covid-19 variants has raised questions
about whether or not existing vaccines will work.
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said indications
that the vaccines developed
so far may be less effective
ag ainst the variant f irst
detected in South Africa

was “concerning news”.
He said South Africa’s
decision to suspend its vaccination campaign using the
AstraZeneca vaccine is “a
reminder that we need to do
everything we can to reduce
circulation of the virus with
p r o ve n p u b l i c h e a l t h
measures”.
He said there were some
important caveats in the

study that South Africa cited
as part of the rationale to
delay Covid-19 immunisations, noting the study’s
small sample size and its
focus on younger, healthier
participants.
Dr Tedros called for manuf a c t u re r s t o b e re a d y t o
quickly adapt their vaccines
so that they would remain effective.

Despite the emergence of
concerns around AstraZeneca, a study has shown the
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine is
effective against the South
African variant.
In a study of 20 vaccine recipients, researchers at the
University of Texas Medical
Branch at Galveston, US,
found that the vaccine neutralises the virus with the

N501Y and E484K mutations.
In the study, after testing
the sera samples obtained
f ro m bl o o d , t h e a u t h o r s
fo u n d ev i d e n c e t h at t h e
mutant viruses were neutralised, being destroyed by the
sera panel.
However, there was variation as neutralisation
against the E484K mutation
wa s s l i g h t l y l o we r t h a n

neutralisation against the
N501Y mutation, according
to the study published yesterday in Nature Medicine.
New strains of the virus
that appeared in the UK and
South Africa share the same
N501Y mutation.
A separate South African
strain has an E484K
mutation, but a number of
concerning cases have also

been detected in the UK.
These mutations are
located in the viral spike
protein and could potentially
increase the affinity of the
v i r a l s p i ke fo r t h e A c e 2
receptor to which Sars-CoV2 is known to bind. Researchers say the N501Y mutation also seems to expand
the range of hosts the virus
can infect to include mice.

“The rapidly spreading
UK and South African
strains of Sars-CoV-2 have
raised alarms,” said PeiYong Shi, a lead researcher
on the project.
“Our results showed this
mutation alone does not
compromise the vaccine’s
neutralising activity against
the vir us, which is good
news for the vaccine.”
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Former TD’s case shows how damaging
misinformation can be spread online
The
“
offending post

Frank O’Rourke
says he was
personally
vilified online,
writes
Michael
Clifford

was written by a
man based in
Tallaght, in a
completely
different
constituency to
O’Rourke’s
Kildare North

F

RANK O’ROURKE
believes he was
shafted at the last
general election.
The former Fianna Fail TD
for Kildare North claims he
was the victim of a campaign
of personal vilification and
the High Court may yet
decide whether anybody is
accountable for that.
His case is a perfect
exemplar of the dark side of
modern politics, particularly
in how damaging misinformation can be spread
across social media.
Mr O’Rourke is suing
Twitter and Facebook for
hosting posts in the run-up
to last February’s general
election which he claims
were highly defamatory and
based on complete falsehoods.
Yesterday, his lawyer
brought a motion to have an
individual who posted a
tweet on election day joined
to the proceedings.
This man, the Irish Examiner, has established is personally unknown to Mr
O’Rourke.
Mr O’Rourke was also
granted permission by the
High Court to add another
‘persons unknown’ to defamation proceedings. Declan
Doyle, for Mr O Rourke, told
Ms Justice Leonie Reynolds
that his client is still trying
to identify the person who
posted the alleged defamatory post on a Facebook
page.
Mr O’Rourke was co-opted
onto Kildare County Council
in 2011 and topped the poll
for the Cellbridge-Leixlip
area in the 2014 local elections. He was elected to the
Dail on his first attempt in
2016. Then in February 2020,
he lost his seat after one
term, going out on the sixth
count.
Last November, he
launched a defamation ac-

If the action continues to a hearing, a judge would have to decide whether Twitter and Facebook can be held responsible for material posted on the platforms.
tion against the social media
companies.
He told the High Court
that the material disseminated ahead of the election
was designed “to cause maximum professional damage to
me” at a time when he was
going through a difficult
marriage breakdown.
He said members of the
media told him they had seen
“horrible stuff” about him
on social media and his supporters received “negative
feedback on the doorsteps of
north Kildare”.
In the week before the election, the material appeared
on a local Facebook page in
Celbridge. Then on the day of
the election, a tweet was
posted which began: “Don’t
vote for Frank O’Rourke…”
and repeated the defamatory
material.
Yesterday, the High Court
was told that the Facebook
post was posted by somebody
under the name Mary Doyle.
“The plaintiff doesn’t actually know who Mary Doyle

Ventilator
supplier
lobbied for
‘passports’
Cianan Brennan
A company which imported
ventilators for the HSE from
China, which were not used,
also lobbied the executive repeatedly as to its interest in a
further initiative involving a
digital Covid passport.
Roqu Group, a company
incorporated in May 2020,
made repeated overtures towards senior HSE staff as to
their interest a project, originally known as Health Passport Ireland, from last
summer.
The company is separately
in “continuing discussions”
with the HSE regarding a
deal which saw it paid an
initial €14.1m in March 2020
for the procurement of ventilators from China, which
were never clinically deployed.
Roqu processed that transaction under another of its
company names — Roqu
Media International, whose
prominent area of expertise
wa s t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f
music festivals in the Middle
East — and has since
claimed there is “no dispute”
between itself and the HSE.
Records dating from July
to October 2020 released
under freedom of information show Roqu’s
owner and CEO, Robert
Quirke, contacted the HSE’s
director of digital transformation, Martin Curley, in
late July to pitch the idea of
an app, Health Passport Ireland, as a “digital mobile
solution” to the issue of
travel during Covid-19.
He said Roqu “works successfully with many international governments and
state bodies to deliver projects of national impor tance”.
“It is an honour to be of
service to the State at this
time and thank you”, he said,

adding that Health Passport
Ireland, which has since
been rebranded as Health
Passport Europe, would be
launching trials in August.
Mr Curley replied that the
HSE would “potentially be
interested to participate in a
pilot”.
The following month, Mr
Curley asked Mr Quirke to
“consider” delaying the
launch of the app, saying:
“There is growing interest
amongst the clinical team in
the HSE, but also concerns.”
It is unclear whether or
not the HSE ever came officially on board with Health
Passport Ireland. In response to queries from the
Irish Examiner last month, a
spokesperson said Roqu was
no longer providing services
to the HSE.
However, in response to a
further specific query for
this story as to whether or
not the HSE has had any official dealings with Roqu since
last April, a spokesperson
said: “The HSE is not in a
position to provide any
fur ther comment at this
stage.”
In late September, Mr Curley suggested to Mr Quirke
that it use a HSE digital academy forum in October to
“maybe showcase the digital
health passport” along with
a rapid antigen test which
Mr Quirke had also been
lobbying for.
This was in response to a
suggestion from Mr Quirke
of a “potential pilot in Dublin
Airport” for the test.
“Many airports in Europe
are already at this stage,” he
said.
Online footage shows Mr
Curley and Mr Quirke discussing the test and the passport at the digital forum on
October 5, while the pair released a joint press release
regarding the event.

is,” Mr O’Rourke’s lawyer
Declan Doyle told Ms Justice
Reynolds.
“We are left in the position
of pursuing Facebook and
whoever was or is Mary
Doyle.”
Identifying who posted the
tweet has proved easier.
Twitter co-operated in locating the controller of the offending account, @cronny86.
The account was traced to
Andrew Cronnolly, 1of 9
Tamarisk Lawn, Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24.
In response to a query
from Mr O’Rourke’s lawyers, Mr Cronnolly accepted
that he had sent the tweet.
The tweet was posted at
2.18pm on election day, February 8, 2020.
Yesterday, the High Court
was told that the IP address
for the Twitter account at the
time in question was physically traced to City Hall in
Dublin city centre, where the
local authority sits.
However, an affadavit
filed in court noted that this

may not be the correct physical address as the same account “appeared to be logged
in and logged out of, minutes
apart, from a wide array of
IP addresses all over the
country”.
The day before the election, the court heard, the account was logged in to at an
IP address in Limerick and
26 minutes later at Dublin’s
City Hall.
On another day, “there is a
log-in at a physical location
in Dublin… but 17 minutes
later the log-in is in Donegal.”
Last night, Mr Cronnolly
told the Irish Examiner that
he can’t understand why the
IP addresses which processed his tweets showed
him as being all over the
country.
“I was in City Hall about
three years ago. I don’t think
I’ve ever been to Limerick,”
he says. “I was in Donegal
over ten years ago.”
He was asked whether he
had used virtual private net-

Frank O’Rourke: Lost his seat on
sixth count last year.
work (VPN) technology,
which can disguise the location of a phone. He said he
hasn’t a clue about that.
He said he tweeted the material only after seeing it on a
Facebook screenshot.
“It was a big, long post and
I took it off that. I’m not a
member of any (political)
party,” he said.
“In general, I would have

been that vote left, transfer
left way (inclined) at the last
election. To be honest with
you, I’d never heard of him
(Mr O’Rourke) ahead of that
post.”
Mr Cronnolly accepts that
he now may be in some difficulty facing into a defamation action. “He (O’Rourke)
looks like he’s going all out. I
did admit it.”
As of now, the High Court
will have to rule whether the
material was defamatory,
and if so, who is culpable.
A similar process will be
required in the matter of
Facebook and the person
who may or may not be
named Mary Doyle.

T

HE action has also
thrown up an interesting issue around
the social media
platforms. If the action continues to a hearing, a judge
would have to decide
whether Twitter and Facebook can be held responsible
for material posted on the

platforms. The stakes in any
such hearing would be extremely high.
Whatever the outcome of
the defamation action, the
established facts in the case
are highly unsettling in term
of the democratic process.
Damaging allegations of a
personal nature — which Mr
O’Rourke says are completely false — about a sitting politician were first circulated on a local Facebook
page less than a week before
polling day.
Traditionally, the last
week of an election campaign is when a large cohort
of voters decide on their preference. The post was taken
up elsewhere and spread
further over the following
days.
Then on election day,
ahead of the evening rush,
the allegations find their
way on to Twitter. The offending post was written by a
man based in Tallaght, in a
completely different constituency to O’Rourke’s Kildare
North.
The two men do not know
each other. The tweet was
sent from an account that
regularly shows up in places
it couldn’t physically be operated from by a single account holder.
When contacted, Mr
O’Rourke said he was not in
a position to say anything
about his case as it is ongoing.

Bright and early

The court case
Former FF TD Frank
O’Rourke has been granted
permission by the High
Court to add “persons
unknown” to defamation
proceedings he has brought
over social media posts
made in the run-up to last
year’s general election.
Mr O’Rourke has obtained
orders in separate actions
against Twitter International
Company and Facebook
Ireland Ltd as he tries to
identify the people who
posted the messages so he
can sue them for defamation.
Declan Doyle SC for Mr
O’Rourke told Ms Justice
Leonie Reynolds his client is
still trying to identify the
person who put the alleged
defamatory post on a
Facebook page. Counsel
said Mr O’Rourke needs to
formally join the unknown
individual or individuals
involved before the statutory
12-month limitation runs out
next month.
Mr Doyle, with Jennifer
Goode BL, said it was an
unusual application, but that
if a “person unknown” was
joined to the action, his client
had some chance of being
able to sue them for
defamation.
Ms Justice Leonie Reynolds
said the justice of the matter
favoured joining the person
unknown to the
proceedings.
Facebook, represented by
Rossa Fanning SC, said it
had no objections to the
application to join the person
unknown.
Mr O’Rourke claims that
wholly untrue statements
posted about him on social
media last February were
designed “to cause
maximum professional
damage to me” in the 2020
general election, at a time
when he was going through
“a difﬁcult marriage
breakdown”.
He claims that members of
the public told him that they
had seen “horrible stuff”
about him on social media,
and that his political
supporters received
“negative feedback on the
doorsteps of North Kildare”
following the publication of
the comments.
He also alleges that untrue
posts were made on
Facebook pages associated
with Celbridge about his
family life and personal
ﬁnances, designed to show
that he was unﬁt to be a TD.
He further claims that a
tweet, which was put out
shortly before the election
called on people not to vote
for him and contained untrue
and defamatory statements
about his personal life.

Watt to be
quizzed by
finance
committee
Paul Hosford

Political Correspondent

Lauren Bergin is prepared for anything the elements can throw at her as she enjoys her morning at the Lough, Cork.
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Call to investigate greyhound board
Cianan Brennan
A former board member of
the agency with responsibility for greyhound racing
has called for statutory investigations into alleged issues regarding corporate
governance at the body.
Pat Creed, a five-year
board member of Greyhound Racing Ireland (also
known as Rasaiocht Con Eireann, RCE), has written to
the comptroller and auditor
general (C&AG) (the State’s
accountant) and the chair of
the Public Accounts Committee calling for an investigation into those issues, one
of which relates to a dispute
between Clonmel Greyhound Stadium, Co Tipperary, and RCE over a sum of
roughly €500,000.
RCE has listed that sum as
a debt owed by Davis Road

Greyhound Stadium PLC,
the company which operates
the Clonmel stadium via
leasehold. It’s believed the
sum accrued as part of the
€2m-budgeted overhaul of
the track in 2013.
Davis Road, meanwhile, is
expected to list RCE itself as
a debtor for the €500,000 figure in its own 2019 accounts
which have yet to be published.
On Monday, Mr Creed, a
retired senior Bank of Ireland executive who resigned
from the board of RCE last
month, wrote that he had
been “raising this issue for
sometime … but could not
get a satisfactory answer
and I refused to sign the accounts last year until this
was fully resolved”.
“I resigned from this
board in December 2020 ...
due to corporate governance

Pat Creed said a lack of clarity
prevented him from signing off
on accounts.
breaches that the chairman
refused to have my concerns
independently investigated,” he wrote.
He noted that the C&AG
had “raised queries” regarding the €500,000 figure dur-

ing its audit of the RCE accounts last year, “but unfortunately to date nothing has
been done to resolve the
issue in relation to the accuracy of the financial statements of [RCE]”.
“I request that this issue is
now fully investigated by
the C&AG in advance of this
year’s accounts being signed
and put before the house to
ensure a semi-state business
is not providing inaccurate
financial statements,” said
Mr Creed.
RCE chief executive Gerard Dollard, said that while
the agency had not seen Mr
Creed’s correspondence
with the C&AG, RCE would
be “happy to engage with
the PAC and C&AG on any
relevant matters”.
“RCE is fully satisfied regarding the preparation of
its accounts. RCE cannot

comment on the manner in
which a third party prepares its accounts,” said Mr
Dollard.
He said RCE has had “extensive engagement” with
the operators of the Clonmel
track “over a long period of
time”, and that those operators had declined an offer
from RCE “to participate in
independent mediation”.
Meanwhile, Jer Ryan, a
director and chair of Davis
Road, said his board had
“now reversed the situation
and reconciled their accounts”, confirming that the
group would be listing the
greyhound board as owing it
€500,000 when its accounts
for 2019 are finalised.
“That has shown the outstanding money, which is
shareholders’ and private
investors’ money, is owed by
RCE,” said Mr Ryan.

The Oireachtas finance committee is likely to question
Rober t Watt over his appointment as interim secretary general at the Department of Health, with the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) to examine the overall
issue of high-level appointments.
Three Oireachtas committees have demanded answers
from the Department of Public Expenditure about the reassignment of Mr Watt, its
former secretary general, as
interim secretary general in
health, and his new salary
which, at €292,000, is €81,000
more than other top-tier secretaries general earn.
The finance committee,
the PAC, and the budg et
o ve r s i g h t c o m m i t t e e a l l
sought answers as to the department’s and Mr Watt’s
role in setting the salary.
It is now understood that
the finance committee will
have the remit to call Mr
Watt in for questioning if it
chooses, with questions over
whether the PAC had the
remit to do so. The PAC may,
h o w e ve r , u n d e r t a k e a n
examination of the process
for deciding pay for top civil
servants. According to a
scoping note prepared for the
PAC, to do so it would have to
make a request to the committee on remit oversight to
extend its terms of reference.
T hat note say s senior
executive pay packages “appear to have provided barriers to recruiting persons of
suitable calibre and experience for multiple roles” but
that while the 45% increase
in salary for the new secretary general may have been
an attempt to address this,
“the apparent ad hoc nature
of this approach might not
represent best practice”.
“The lack of identifiable
benchmarks or reference
points for the determination
of remuneration for such
roles lacks transparency and
may give rise to significant
expenditure without a clear
and accountable process.”
Committee member Verona Murphy, Independent
TD for Wexford, said that the
issue is not about Mr Watt,
but about the entire process
of high-level appointments.

4

News

Irish Examiner
Friday, 5.02.2021

Covid-19 cases
continue to fall,
but pass 200,000

Lesson learned

■ R rate now at 0.5-0.8 as further 1,318 cases reported
Niamh Grifﬁn

Health Correspondent

Early-years educators Danielle Berry, Suz Berry, Ora Brooks, Laura MacKenna, manager of the Willow Tree Children’s Centre in Tralee, and Lisa Clifton, at the Kerry centre on a
day of action where they wore red and called on the Government to keep promises in the programme for government and urged a new funding model. Picture: Domnick Walsh

‘Inadequate ventilation’ played key
role in meat plant Covid-19 outbreak
Ken Foxe
A pilot study on the spread of Covid19 in the meat processing industry
found “inadequate ventilation” playing a key role, and that rapid testing
of workers as they arrive at work
should be considered.
It said one plant — which has been
at the centre of an outbreak of coronavirus among workers — had a particular risk from the “re-circulation
of chilled air” in areas where meat
was being cut and packaged.
The report also said rapid on-site
testing should be looked at as a tool
to stop infected workers before they
even make it onto the factory floor.
The study was carried out in an
unnamed plant by a team of Government of ficials, academic researchers, and technical managers.
According to a report — a redacted
copy of which has been released
under FOI by the Health and Safety
Authority — three separate teams of
investigators looked at different
areas of the factory.
The first team put together docu-

Three teams studied a meat plant which had seen an outbreak of the coronavirus.
ments on the layout and operation of
the plant, the sequence of events that
led to its Covid-19 outbreak, and how
the disease spread among workers.
A second group was tasked with interviewing plant managers to see
how infection risks were managed on
a day-to-day basis.
The third team spent several days
taking measurements, mainly of
“aerosols” [airborne droplets] in the
boning hall and the dressing line,
where carcasses are prepared.

The report found that factory management had been rigorous in introducing infection controls, many of
them before the outbreak occurred.
It said they had taken steps to prevent workers getting infected in the
community, to stop infected workers
entering the plant, and to stop transmission in the factory.
However, their efforts did not prevent an outbreak, and the study
found a “gradual but steady increase
in the concentration of CO2 (indicat-

ing inadequate ventilation)” as well
as droplets in the air.
The report concluded: “[The study
highlights] a particular risk in meat
processing plants relating to the recirculation of chilled air in those
working areas where meat is cut and
packaged.”
It also suggested rapid on-site testing might “keep virus-infected persons from entering meat plants and
to validate alternative options for air
handling in meat cutting areas”.
Separately, a series of inspection
reports from meat processing plants
reveal continuing issues in the industry. One plant was reported to
have temperature screeners at its entrance. However, the temperature
limit was incorrectly set at 38C instead of the HSE guideline of 37.5C.
At a number of meat processors,
staff were found to be wearing less effective visors instead of face masks.
At one plant, face masks worn
incor rectly was a “common
occur rence”, and the plant was
told to follow HSE guidelines on the
wearing of masks.

Vaccine restrictions ‘will
not affect administration’

HSE head ‘looks at’ event
with ventilator provider

Paul Hosford

The head of the HSE has said
he will “look at” the fact that
he is due to speak at a health
conference next week along
with the CEO of a company
which was paid €10m by the
HSE for ventilators that were
never used.
Asked at the HSE’s weekly
Covid briefing in Dublin as
to whether it was appropriate to address the same event
as Robert Quirk, chief executive of the Roqu Group, Paul
Reid said he has “a number
of commitments in the diary,
I tend to live for tomorrow’s
commitments”.
“I’m sure that commitment is in the diary, and I’ll
be looking at that as well and
engaging with the organisers,” he said.
“To be frank, I haven’t
looked much further ahead
into early next week in terms
of commitments. But I will
look at the schedule of attendants and what kind of panels I’m on.”
Both Mr Reid and Minister
for Health Stephen Donnelly
are due to address the
National Health Summit on

Political Correspondent
The overall number of
Covid-19 vaccines to be administered by the end of
March will not be affected
by the decision to restrict
those vaccines used on
older people.
Tánaiste Leo Varadkar
said that while the vaccination of older people will
“be slower”, the vaccine
programme for high-risk
people under 70 and healthcare workers would be sped
up.
The Government has decided to only vaccinate those
in the vulnerable over-70s
group with Pfizer BioNTech
or Moderna vaccines after
being advised that AstraZeneca could be less effective in older people.
Sinn Féin finance spokesman Pearse Doherty said
there was “no sense of a new
strategy or timeframe” and
said that questions were
now being raised as to
whether GPs or pharmacists
can administer the vaccine.

He said that older people
were “alarmed” that the
schedule may change and
said that there was “no clarity” given on the new schedule.
Mr Varadkar said the programme was “well under
way” and that the “only constraints are out of our control like supply or approvals”.
He said the decision on AstraZeneca’s vaccine had
been made due to the
“relatively small” number
of older people in its trials.
He said that GPs could
give the Moderna and Pfizer
vaccines but this came with
“logistical challenges” due
to the need to store the vaccines at very low temperatures.
Mr Varadkar said: “The
same number of vaccines
will be given over the
coming weeks. We still will
be able to begin vaccinating
those over 85 in the coming
weeks.
“We will have to adapt our
plans as things develop and
we will do that. But it still

means that 1.2m doses at
least will be delivered by the
end of March and they will
be administered.”
The Tánaiste later disagreed with Áontú TD Peadar Toibín, who said it was
“a scandal” that nursing
homes had been waiting two
weeks to receive vaccines.
Mr Toibín said: “In Blackrock Abbey near Dundalk,
14 people have died, one
man dying just a week after
receiving the first dose of the
vaccine. Nazareth House
lost 11 people to Covid in two
weeks, and I am told the
cemetery for those men who
died in Nazareth House is
akin to a war grave at the
moment.”
The Tánaiste said that it
was “simplistic” to think
that the deaths had been
caused by a delay in vaccinations.
He said: “I think it is a
little simplistic and not entirely correct to say that had
the vaccines started a week
or two earlier in nursing
homes, lives would have
been saved.”

Cianan Brennan

February 10, a virtual conference organised by Business Post Events.
Roqu’s digital Covid passport venture Health Passport Europe is also listed as a
‘gold’ sponsor of the event,
for which tickets cost €125.
Business Post Events did
not respond to a request for
comment.
Mr Quirke is due to give a
10-minute address regarding
Health Passport Europe, and
to participate in a panel discussion entitled ‘Getting
back to life after Covid-19’.
In March 2020, as global
pressure for the acquisition
of ventilator capacity intensified, Mr Quirke offered the
services of Roqu Media International, a company he
founded with experience of
managing music festivals in
the Middle East, to procure
1 , 0 0 0 s u c h d ev i c e s f r o m
China at a cost of €35m.
The HSE paid Roqu
€14.1m, and received a refund of €3.8m after 72 devices
were delivered, by the end of
April. The delivered ventilators did not pass minimum
quality standards and were
never clinically deployed.

The number of Covid-19
cases in Ireland continues to
decline, but has now passed
200,000 since the pandemic
began.
Health officials announced a further 1,318 cases
of the virus yesterday,
breaking the 200,000 mark.
The country’s R rate — the
rate of reproduction of the
virus — has declined and is
now between 0.5 and 0.8,
health officials confirmed.
Professor Philip Nolan,
chair of the Epidemiological
Modelling Group, said cases
will likely rise in the coming
days as testing of close contacts of confirmed cases has
resumed.
He said: “We will see some
uptick in coming days as
those tests feed into the system and if we keep up our efforts it will feed into the
(downward) trend.”
He predicted that to reach
500 daily cases by the middle
of February would be an
“extraordinary performance”.
Mobility data is showing
people are staying home, although not as confined as
they were in March or April.
Responding to anecdotal

fears of a rise traffic, Prof
Nolan said: “There was a
small rise in traffic mobility.
In general, I think we are
hyper-sensitive (to changes).
We have forgotten what traffic was like in January (last
year).”
D r To n y H o l o h a n , t h e
chief medical of ficer,
stressed that levels of the disease still remain dangerously high. He would not
speculate on lifting restrictions or increasing numbers
at events such as weddings,
saying it is too early.
He repeated advice against
t r a ve l l i n g p a s t 5 k m , e s pecially flying on holidays,
noting that Health Minister
Stephen Donnelly, has
signed into law new powers
for the gardaí around this.
In recent weeks Nphet
members have expressed
concern the case decline was
slowing or had plateaued.
Yesterday they said it seems
this was a result of people
not going for tests at the weeke n d , s o i t s e e m e d c a s e
n u m b e r s ro s e m i d we e k ,
w h e n a l o n g e r o ve r v i ew
showed a slow but steady decline.
Outside of tracking the
disease, the main focus
for the health system now
is the vaccine rollout.

Over-70s jab
programme
still on track,
HSE insists
Niamh Grifﬁn

Health Correspondent
The HSE is facing a significant challenge to refocus
the vaccine roll-out, the
head of the health service
said yesterday.
However, HSE chief Paul
Reid insisted that the over70s programme will be on
target.
The number of patients in
hospital has come down to
1,308 but this is still almost
50% higher than the peak of
the first wave in April, said
Mr Reid.
With just 11 days to go before the start of the vaccine
programme for the over-70s,
the HSE is now discussing
with GPs about setting up
hubs rather than giving
the vaccine in their own
practices, especially in rural
areas where there are not
many large primary care
centres.
However, Mr Reid insisted
at a briefing that they are
still aiming for the 480,000
over-70s to receive their vaccines by the end of March.
Currently, deliveries of
the vaccines now preferred
for this age group are Pfizer
BioNTech at 40,000 per week
and Moderna at about
10,000 doses weekly. However some of these must be
held in reserve to give a 2nd
dose of the vaccine.
Ireland is due to receive a
total of 17m doses of vaccine
through the EU deals, and
the HSE said any change to
that deal would be negotiated by the Department of
Health.
Mr Reid said: “There are
quite significant challenges

we have to mobilise around,
we always knew it was going
to be a bumpy road.”
Up to now, 200,100 vaccines have been given.
And referring to the hospital numbers, Mr Reid said:
“We are beginning to see the
hospital case numbers continue to come down, there
still remains too much heat
on our health system overall, it will be a longer period
before we see that coming
down.”
Lucy Jessop of the
National Immunisation Advisory Committee, which advises on the use of vaccines,
said all three vaccines are
safe to use.
She said the advice to use
mRNA vaccines for now in
preference to AstraZenca for
older people to down to a
lack of evidence at this time.
She also said: “There will be
more data coming on stream
very soon.”
The importance of the vaccine was emphasised by
chief operations office Anne
O’Connor who said there are
still very high numbers in
certain sites, and in many
cases people who are no
longer a Covid-19 risk still
need to stay in hospital.
Ms O’Connor said there
are now 4,600 staff on Covidleave across the hospitals
and community sectors including nursing homes.
Four nursing homes have
not yet started their vaccination programme, and the
HSE said this accounts for
about 300 people, and a
further 2,600 have missed
out across 117 homes which
started which could not yet
finish their programme.

Man spent days in ED following breakdown
Paul Hosford

Political Correspondent
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A man experiencing a ment al h e al t h e p i s od e s p e n t
t h re e d a y s i n a h o s p i t a l
emergency department (ED)
due to a lack of adequate
beds, the Dáil has been told.
The Dáil met yesterday to
discuss the impact of the
pandemic on mental health,
with junior health minister
Mary Butler saying that it
“has been very challenging”.
“Financial and employment worries have caused
anxiety, and the disease
itself has caused significant
stress.”
Dublin West Sinn Féin TD
Paul Donnelly told the
chamber that, in his constituency, a young man spent
three days in the emergency
department after a mental
breakdown that prompted
armed gardaí to be called.

James Connolly Memorial Hospital, Blanchardstown, where stafﬁng
has been hit by Covid-19.
Picture: Colin Keegan, Collins Dublin
“ I wa s c o n t a c t e d by a
mother who was upset and
distraught about her son,
who had a mental health

breakdown. The emergency
services and gardaí were
called, before an armed response unit was eventually

called to try to deal with the
case. The person was
brought to Connolly Hospital, where he was told he
would be admitted. Unfortunately, the unit there was
l o c ke d d o w n b e c a u s e o f
Covid-19.
“He was told he would get
a service somewhere else
and, although he waited all
day, that did not materialise.
He was in the accident and
emergency department for
three solid days before staff
eventually told him it was
not an appropriate place for
him, which was absolutely
correct.
“Unfortunately, there was
not a single bed available for
him in the entire State. The
man was told to go home and
his mother asked what
would happen if another episode took place, as he was
still in a distressed state.
“She was told to call the

gardaí,” Mr Donnelly said.
Ms Butler said that, while
she could not comment on individual cases, staffing at
units had been hit by Covid.
“There are cur rently
many challenges and some of
the units had to close because of significant Covid-19
outbreaks. Unfortunately,
many staff are out on Covidrelated breaks.”
Fianna Fáil TD for Longford-Westmeath Joe Flaherty raised a case of a man in St
Loman’s Hospital in Mullingar, who has spent 110
days in isolation.
Mr Flaherty said that the
young man has been told
that intensive rehabilitation
is being sought but has yet to
be secured.
“This is just one young
man caught on the mental
health treadmill, a seemingly never-ending cycle of
uncertainty and bleakness.”

Dr Lucy Jessop, director of
the National Immunisation
Advisory Committee, said
the decision taken in Ireland
to only give the AstraZeneca
vaccine to younger people,
for now, is based on the
available data.
She did not wish to comment on why the UK has
taken a different decision.
D r J e s s o p wo u l d n o t
speculate on whether
younger people would be
moved up the vaccine schedule now to make sure that
supplies of AstraZeneca arriving next week will be used
in a timely fashion.
The data issued yesterday
shows the 14-day incidence
rate of infection dropped
again to 397.1 per 100,000 of
population, putting Ireland
among the three European
countries with the fastest
rate of decrease from very
high levels. This rate in
Waterford is 612.9, in Limerick 374.6, and Cork 323.7,
while Kerry has the lowest
rate in Munster at 183.5 per
100,000 of population.
The so-called UK variant
has been found in 75% of
s a m p l e s t e s t e d by t h e
National Virus Reference
Laboratory, meaning it
is the dominant strain of
the virus here.

