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STRESS: ‘I HAD COUNSELLING TO HELP M

Telling my family I
was on a sex-assault
charge was one of
the hardest things to
have to do, but they
were so supportive

LEGENDARY Irish comic Syl-
vester ‘Sil’ Fox had to receive
medical treatment and coun-
selling for months after being
accused of a sexual assault.

The 87-year-old entertainer,
who was finally cleared of the
charge this week, became “de-
pressed and reclusive”, his son
Cyril yesterday told the Sunday
World.

In an exclusive interview, fun-
nyman Sil also recalls the terrible
moment he had to break the news
to his family that he was facing a
charge of groping a woman in a
Dublin bar on December 17, 2018.

“That was the hardest thing to have
to do, but they were so supportive,”
Sil tells me. The showbiz veteran had

vehemently denied sexually assaulting
the woman after he agreed to have a
photo taken with her.

Last Wednesday, the charge was
finally thrown out at Dublin District
Court by Judge Paula Murphy because
of inconsistencies between the com-
plainant’s evidence and CCTV footage
shown during the non-jury trial.

The woman had alleged that Sil Fox
had put his left hand on her
groin and tickled
her private
area for
30

seconds as the photo was taken after
she beckoned him over to her table in
a Dublin bar for a selfie photo.

CCTV FOOTAGE

However, CCTV footage showed his hand
on the table the entire time.

Recalling the moment his father told
him of the assault charge, Cyril Fox

says: “We were on holiday in Mar-
rakesh with family and

friends around
February or

March
of

last year, and I could see that Dad was
down in the dumps, which was not like
him. He was normally the life and soul
of the party, but he wasn’t himself.

“He was being quiet and where he
should have been as happy as Larry
there was a cloud over him. I didn’t
realise then that he was dealing with
a hidden secret on his own.

“Then, on one of the days as we were
sitting in the sun, Dad finally said, ‘Can
I tell you something that’s after happen-
ing to me. I’m after being charged with
a sexual assault that I didn’t do and I
have no way out of it till it goes to court.’

“I was shocked. It really threw me,
how do you process something like that?
I didn’t know how to handle it at first.
Dad was 85 at the time.

“We’re not touchy-feely people, so
I didn’t wrap my arms around him or
anything like that. All I could do was
reassure him that it would be OK.

“But it was very upsetting knowing
my 85-year-old father was going to have
to go through it till the bitter end, and
the toll that might take on his health.”

Remembering the moment, Sil says:

Hats off
to Sil’s
comedy
success

CAPTION: jksdgafk

BY EDDIE ROWLEY

SIL FOX came from
a poor background
in Dublin’s Oliver
Bond flats and says
he was lucky to
avoid being sent
to one of Ireland’s
notorious industrial
schools as a child.

“My father died
when I was just
four years-old and
the youngest in the
family, leaving my
mother a widow
with five children,”
Sil recalls.

“There was then
pressure on my
mother to put us
into an industrial
school because she
was only a young
woman on her own.

“My mother resist-
ed and said, ‘No, I’m
holding on to them.’
She worked in the
Four Courts as a
cleaner. She was a
great woman.”

Sil left school at
16 to work in the
tailoring trade in
a factory, a job he
held until his 30s.

FACTORY

“I was the man-
ager in a hat factory
in Malahide, but it
closed. Pope John
XXlll decreed that
women didn’t have
to wear hats going
to Mass, so that
was the end of the
factory.

“I always joke
that Pope John
XXlll made Sil Fox a
comedian. I started
off doing the pubs
where you put your
name down if you
wanted to get up
and do a comedy
routine, and it took
off from there.

“Starting off in
The Red Lion pub in
Dublin, I went on to
perform around the
world, including in
Hollywood. I opened
shows for Joe Dolan
and Dickie Rock
and for the last 10
years I’ve been on
Joe Duffy’s Funny
Friday show.

“Everything was
going so well, then
a night out led to a
nightmare.”

SAYSCLEAREDCOMEDIANSILFOX
EXCLUSIVE
BY EDDIE
ROWLEY

BOND: Sil
with wife
Laura and,
right, in his
younger
days on
stage
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P ME WITH THE TRAUMA’

}Dad went from happy-go-
lucky and jovial to being

depressed, he didn’t want to
go out in public or be seen~

“Cyril took over from that point on,
which was fantastic. I couldn’t have
gone through it without his support.
He organised everything…well, I’m 87
and he’s only 60.”

WORRYING

Sil then told his 84-year-old wife, Laura,
who was immediately supportive. He says:
“Laura said, ‘You didn’t do anything, so
don’t be worrying.’

“She stood by me all the way.
There’s just the two of us in the
house. We also have a son and
daughter, Alan and Laura, in
Australia. All my family were
great to me, including my nieces
and nephews.”

However, Cyril says he noticed
the changes in his father during
the 18 months that the case hung
over him.

“Dad went from happy-
go-lucky and jovial to be-
ing depressed. He didn’t
want to go out in public
where he would be seen

by people. Comedy is dad’s life, but for
those months he didn’t want to know
anything about it.

“Everything that was comedy-related
was tainted with the case hanging over
him. He wouldn’t go into the office in
the house for months on end because
he couldn’t face it.

“He was put on medication to help
him cope with the stress and he also
received counselling.”

Looking back on the night that
led to his sexual assault charge,
Sil recalls: “I was invited down
to Harrys on the Green where
there was a big band night.

“During the night I was
asked to get into a photo by a
woman who had kept pulling

me over. Eventually I went
over, the selfie was taken, I said

‘goodnight, enjoy the night,’
and I walked back to my

own table. And that
was it.

“It was a couple
of months later
that I got a visit

from a detective from Pearse Street
Garda Station who told me there was
an allegation made against me, which
I couldn’t believe.

“I was so surprised that this ever went
to court. I blame the DPP because they
saw everything before it went ahead.
I believe that the only reason it went
ahead was the fact that I was known
as a celebrity.

HEADLINES

“I have gone through hell. It went on for
so long and I had numerous court appear-
ances. Every time I appeared in court my
photo was in the media and there were
headlines about my sexual assault charge.
All I kept thinking was, people believe that
I’ve done this.

“I couldn’t sleep properly at night.
“I lost everything. All my work was

cancelled. I think it’s very unfair that
my name was made public and tarnished.

“The law should be changed in cases
like this so people are only named if
found guilty, and Cyril and myself are
going to campaign for that to happen.”

FAMILY: Sil, 87,
and his son Cyril

celebrate the case
being thrown out

of court; CCTV
footage that shows

Sil’s hand resting
on the table (right)
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ACTION-
PACKED

AS BROADCASTER TELLS OF CO

RTE star Ray D’Arcy yes-
terday said he’s prepared
to take a pay cut if asked
by bosses at the cash-
strapped station.

The radio and TV presenter,
who earns €450,000-a-year,
has told the Sunday World that
he will be meeting RTE chiefs
this week to negotiate a new
wage deal.

He also revealed that his Sat-
urday night TV chat show has
been confirmed to run for at least
another two years.

Ray, who is the second-highest
earner behind Ryan Tubridy’s pay
packet of €495,000, said he’s acutely
aware of RTE’s financial difficul-
ties.

He spoke to me on Friday morning,
shortly before RTE’s director gener-
al Dee Forbes sent staff a note with
a stark warning that the financial
situation at the national broadcaster
is “not like anything we have seen
before.”

She added: “As a result, it will not be
possible to continue as we are.”

The station’s overall income has
decreased by a staggering €100
million in the last decade.

LOSSES

It recorded losses of €18 million
last year, despite cuts and 150 vol-
untary redundancies over the last
two years.

Asked if there was pressure on
him to reduce his wages, Ray told
me: “I’ll find out next week. I’m in
negotiations, but I imagine there is
and I have no problem with that.”

“Because I see the reality of the
media landscape. And it’s very dif-
ficult for RTE.

“We live in a small country. We’re
judged and compared to one of the
best broadcasting companies in the
world (the BBC), who have a popula-
tion of over 60 million people and all
the resources and licence fees that
go with that. Then you add to that
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Instagram.

“I remember hearing Gay Byrne
talk about competition for the Late
Late Show. He was saying, ‘We’re in
competition with the dance down the
road, the latest book that’s out...’ So,
if that was what he had to compete
with, he had it good compared to the
litany of competition that’s out there
today. He was a genius and a master
of what he did, but he had a different
landscape completely.

“So I’d be very aware of the reality
of what’s going on and the finances
of it all.”

Ray has been one of RTE’s biggest
earners since he was poached five
years ago from Today FM, where he
had the top daily show.

His €450,000 RTE salary covers his
TV chat show, The Ray D’Arcy Show,
which returns to our screens next
Saturday night, plus his daily after-

noon show on Radio One. He works
six days a week when doing TV.

“I didn’t decide what to give me, I
was offered it,” Ray said in reference
to his RTE pay.

“Obviously the people who offered
it to me were aware of what’s being
paid outside of RTE and the commer-
cial reality of that. So that’s why they
offered it to me. They didn’t pluck a
figure out of the top of their heads.”

Did the salary put him under pres-
sure to earn it, or did he think he was
worth it? “I work hard. I would never
say in a million years ‘I’m worth it’
because that’s a load of w**k. Like

anybody there are times when you
have self doubt, that’s the reality of
the situation. Self-doubt is a little
more common in our profession than
in others.”

CHANGED

Why did he leave Today FM? “The
year it happened I was 50. Things
had changed in management in
Today FM. It was really the TV offer
that was the impetus, and the radio
came after it. I wouldn’t have come
(to RTE) without the radio, but the
initial contact was about TV.

“I just felt I was
50, and someone is
sitting in front of me
going, ‘Here’s an op-
portunity to do a chat
show’ and I thought, ‘Well
if I don’t do it I’d be kick-
ing myself.’ I like to challenge
myself.”

D’Arcy came in for criticism over
his performance on the TV show
when it was first aired.

Responding to persistent ru-
mours that his Saturday night
TV show is in danger of being
axed by RTE, Ray told me:

AS BROADCASTER TELLS OF CO

I’LL TAKE

n SEES THE
REALITY OF
THE MEDIA
LANDSCAPE
IN IRELAND

n WORKS
HARD BUT
WOULDN’T
SAY HE’S
‘WORTH IT’

‘
EXCLUSIVE
BY EDDIE ROWLEY CANDID:

Sitting down
with our man
Eddie Rowley
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OMING CHANGES, PRESENTER SAYS:

RAY D’ARCY EXCLUSIVE

OMING CHANGES, PRESENTER SAYS:

RAY D’ARCY EXCLUSIVE
A PAY CUT

‘
“That’s not going to happen. I’m
back this year and I’ll be back
again next year. I have renewed
my contract. It’s all fine.”

He added: “We got criticised in
the first year. Some of it was justi-
fied and some of it wasn’t. It was
an apprenticeship on air, which is
hard. I’m way more comfortable
now.”

D’Arcy has made a warm connec-
tion with Irish people spanning the
decades, going back to his days on
RTE TV show The Den with Zig
and Zag and Dustin the Turkey.
“The Den was the type of thing

that everybody watched…parents,
children, grannies,” he said.

SPECIAL

“I did it for eight years. I knew
when I was doing it that I was doing
something very, very special.”

Ray’s ambition back then was to
work on radio, but RTE wouldn’t
give him a show, even when Today
FM made him an offer.

He said: “I was told ‘no’ by all the
people in charge, so I said fine, good
luck. In a way that was good because
we left on speaking terms. So I wasn’t

ostracised by the Mother Ship (RTE).”
Ray met his wife, Jenny, while

working in Today FM, and he says
she’s the rock in his life.

He added: “Jenny is amazing. I
wouldn’t be sitting here if it wasn’t
for Jenny. She was a huge part of
the success on Today FM and now
she’s just such a brilliant support.

“We have two children…Kate is
12, Tom is seven.

“But I’m an old enough father. I
have young children, so I need to
keep going. I need to think about
the future and make sure that
they’re taken care of.”

RTE staff face an agonising few
weeks’ wait until they find out
what will happen at the national
broadcaster after revelations that
its financial situation is at crisis
point.

A full review of operations
at RTE is currently under
way following a note of alarm
sounded by director general Dee
Forbes that the broadcaster is
reassessing everything it does.

In a letter circulated to staff
on Friday, Ms Forbes thanked
staff for “all their efforts across
the summer”, but said the
broadcaster’s “capacity to
deliver against its existing remit is
severely compromised”.

She warned: “With commercial
revenues and public funding both
significantly below what is needed
to operate the organisation in its
current form, our current financial
situation is not like anything we
have seen before.”

Ms Forbes said a crisis in
funding of public service media
will continue after a Government
decision to defer implementation
of a revised media charge.

It is expected that more details
will be made available to staff in
October.

RTE recorded a net loss
last year of €13 million. The
€7.2 million cost of World Cup
coverage, the presidential election
and the pope’s three-day visit
were named as factors affecting
finances, as well as the high cost
of collecting the licence fee and
rate of licence-fee evasion.

Staff wait to
hear if jobs
are secure

REBUFFED: RTE
originally wouldn’t
give Ray a radio
hosting spot

BRILLIANT
SUPPORT:
With wife Jenny

MULTI
TASKER:
The veteran
presenter has
worked in radio
and television

BY NEIL FETHERSTON
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AMAZING GRACE: HOW IRELAND’S TOP

After he was told his illness was terminal I found Brendan in
the foetal position, he grieved..
out of bed...next morning he was sittin

JUST five weeks after his
death, Brendan Grace’s
devastated wife Eileen
told yesterday how she’s
struggling to come to
terms with the loss of the
man she adored.

In an exclusive interview
with the Sunday World, Ei-
leen said: “I feel like I’m
sick every day I wake up.
It’s as if I should be going
to hospital. I don’t feel like
myself. I know it’s early
days yet but, my God, the
loss is huge.”

After he died, Eileen found
a personal card Brendan had
left for her. “He wrote me a
beautiful card and I found it in
his bag. He was very romantic,
right up to the very end, let
me tell you. He was a pure
gentleman.

“It didn’t have to be Valentine’s
for me to get cards. I got cards out
of the blue. Brendan had a heart
bigger than anybody I’ve ever met,
not just for me and our four kids, but
for anybody that came his way. He
would have done anything to help
anybody along the way, and put
himself out to do it.”

DEVOTED

The devoted couple had been
married for 47 years. “Brendan
was such a loving and caring
husband and father and friend.
I mean, he was my best friend
for all those years,” she said.
“Life will never be the same for
me again. It will be a new way of
living for me.”

Recalling the moment that
Ireland’s best-loved comic
learned he had cancer, Eileen
said: “He put his hands up to his
head and said, ‘How in the name
of God did I get this?’ I saw a bit
of fear in him for a while.”

Later, Brendan was told by an
oncologist at the Galway Clinic
that his illness was terminal and
couldn’t be treated. Eileen and
their daughter, Amanda, stayed
with him until late that night.

“When we went in the next
morning he was in the foetal
position, he didn’t talk to us and
he stayed in bed all day. We went
outside and Amanda said to me,
‘Mam, I think that’s Dad grieving
today. That’s his grief right there.’

“So he did take one day out, and he
grieved and he didn’t want to talk
or do anything. The next morning

he was sitting up bright as a button.
He was ready for the day and said
‘bring it on, this party is going to
start’. And he just accepted it.

“He said, “I don’t know what
way it’s going to take me down,
but I know I’m in good hands here.
We started to talk freely then
from that moment on.

“The time that we all had in the
hospital was nothing short of epic.
We partied, he ate everything
he wanted. We had a last supper
one of the nights. We took over
the restaurant upstairs in the
Galway Clinic and we did it up
with balloons and the whole
works. There were 12 or 14 of us
and we sat around a table eating
food from a local Chinese.

“Brendan sat like the king at the
top of the table and we had a lovely
meal that night. He had everything
he wanted right up to the end.”

Was he able to enjoy it? “Oh,
are you joking me, he’d say to
me, ‘this is lovely, this is great.’
He enjoyed it. He gained weight
in the hospital. As the oncologist

said, he’s the only cancer patient
he ever dealt with that gained
weight.

“We were all feeding him all the
[food] longings he had. Whoever
stayed over with him would have
the list the next morning.

CONNECTION

“It was epic, you just couldn’t
write the script for it.

“It was beautiful, it was
graceful. Everyone should
get that [end of life] and
unfortunately they don’t.”

Brendan also had a hand in
organising his own funeral.

“When we were arranging the
funeral with him, because he was
very aware of everything that was
going on, we were talking about
songs and our daughter Mel said,
‘What about My Way,’ thinking
of the Frank Sinatra connection.

“He looked at us for a few minutes
and I could see him singing it in his
head, and then he said, ‘No, that
won’t be at my funeral.’ We asked
why not and he said that there’s a
verse in it that says, ‘Regrets, I’ve

had a few.’ Then he said, ‘There’s
no regrets in my life, so nobody
will be singing that at my funeral.’
Isn’t that gas? That’s how clear his
mind was.

“Brendan told us he wanted
Dublin In The Rare Auld Times
sung at his funeral. He said,
‘Youse won’t have to bother
singing it, the people will sing it.”

Eileen told how Brendan
maintained his sense of humour
and fun to the end.

She said: “The last seven or
eight days in the hospital were
the hardest because we knew
what was facing us, and so did
he. But our young grandchildren,
James, Patrick and Aidan, would
come in with their ukuleles and
we’d have sing-songs. He idolised
those little fellas and they were
with him the whole time.

“The Wednesday that Brendan
took a bit of a turn, the kids were
going off to a camp that day in
Corofin. He saw them going out
upset and he called them back.

“He said, ‘Come in here the
three of you’, and
the three of them

got up on the
bed. ‘Now,’ he
says, ‘I’ve one
thing to say to
yez, and always

remember
this.’
They
were
listening
intently,

wondering what good wisdom he’s
going to pass on.

“And he sez to them, ‘Always
remember, you can’t fart and
belch at the same time.’ The whole
room went into convulsions, and
the three little fellas who had
been roaring crying were now in
stitches. He wanted to see them
going out of that room laughing.”

Although his home was
in Killaloe, Co. Clare, it was
Brendan’s final wish to have his
funeral in Dublin’s Liberties
where he grew up.

“He did ask me one morning,
‘Where do you think I should have
my funeral Mass.’ We talked about
Killaloe, but he said ‘I think I have
to go back to the Liberties. I’m
going back to St Nicholas of Myra
[church], that’s where I made my
Holy Communion. He never forgot
The Liberties.”

BEAUTIFUL

Paying tribute to the staff of the
Galway Clinic, Eileen said: “They
were the most amazing people,
and they guided us and walked us
through the whole thing. I have
since received a letter from one
of the nurses saying that what she
experienced has touched her and
changed her forever.

“She said not only did Brendan
live a beautiful life but he also
taught us all to look forward to
a beautiful death.”

Eileen told how the tributes
that poured in from the Irish
nation in the aftermath
of Brendan’s death was a
huge source of comfort for
the family.

She said: “Our children
always knew what he
meant to the people of
Ireland, but to see the
grief and to feel the
compassion and the
love, it was what they
needed at that time,
it gave us all great
solace.

“The day of the
funeral wasn’t a sad
day for us. We celebrated
and we were all so proud
of him. We were just in awe of
the send off that he got, that he
deserved.

“We were actually all happy that
day. The sadness only came later
when we came home and reality
then set in. We miss his physical
presence and the voice and the
phone, which he was never off.
Brendan used to plague me on
the phone. I couldn’t go down to
the local supermarket without
him calling me at least four times.

“Brendan was a very special
person and I knew that from day one.
And what a beautiful life he had.”

– SAYS EILEEN GRACE –EXCLUSIVE
BY EDDIE ROWLEY

A LIFE WELL LIVED: Brendan’s family at his funeral and, right, the star with his wife Eileen

BRENDAN’S BIG FEAR
nEileen revealed that Brendan’s

greatest fear was dementia.

n“Funny enough, Brendan nev-
er feared cancer, he never

thought of cancer, but he feared
getting dementia,” she said.

“Engaging Dementia was his big
charity, and that is what we are
going to continue to take care of.”

nEngaging Dementia will benefit
from a Brendan Grace trib-

ute concert, set to be staged
at Dublin’s Olympia Theatre
on September 24.

n“It will be a celebration of
Brendan’s life in show-

business and all the family
will be there that night.”

‘
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COMEDIAN COPED WITH HIS CANCER

A FINE ROMANCE:
Brendan Grace with

his beloved wife
Eileen and, below, in
character as Bottler

After he was told his illness was terminal I found Brendan in
rieved...he didn’t want to talk or get

he was sitting up bright as a button

By EDDIE ROWLEY

lRECALLING their early romance, Ei-
leen, who grew up in Dublin’s Terenure,

remembers first meeting Brendan at The
Talbot Hotel in Wexford in 1972.

l“I was there with girlfriends
for a weekend. One of my

girlfriends had a brother who
went to school with Brendan.

“He was doing a gig that
night and we decided to go
and see him. He came down

to meet me during the interval
because apparently I had a very
unusual laugh. That’s how he

noticed me, I believe.

l“I was already dating somebody
and I had fallen out with that

somebody. Brendan was very different to
what I was used to. He was out there in the
world. I was the eldest of three girls and
my mother and father were very protec-
tive.

l“When I met Brendan he had long hair
and purple bellbottoms [trousers]. I

thought, ‘my mother will kill me if she sees
me with this fella.’ So I hid him for a couple
of weeks.

l“And then eventually I did bring him to
meet my parents, and they immediate-

ly got on. We were dating on and off, and
then I went on holidays. When I came back
he was at the airport waiting for me with a
big bouquet of roses. And I said to myself,
‘OK, this is it!’ He was so romantic.”

lEileen nursed Brendan through
ill-health in the final decade of his

life, when he had toes amputated due to
diabetes, and later suffered a stroke.

lShe said: “I drove Brendan to shows
for the last seven or eight years,

minding his clothes, doing his stage make-
up and making sure he was taking his
medications.

“He loved the gigs and wouldn’t give
them up for love nor money. He loved
getting the suit on him and walking down
the corridor out to the crowd and, my God,
he always put on a great show.”

lHe got lucky when he met you? “I
used to tell him that he won the Lotto,”

Eileen laughs. “He’d go every weekend to
do his Lotto and I’d say, ‘Why would you
bother, you have the Lotto living with you.’
From day one it was teamwork.”

I HID HIM
FROM MY
PARENTS!

}He gained
weight in the
hospital. The
oncologist said,
he’s the only
cancer patient
he ever dealt
with that
gained weight~
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