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‘I have demons I

wrestle with ... T’ll

never defeat them /
ut Itryto keep

them atbay’

Gabriel Byrne turned 70 last week. In an exclusive interview, the actor talks to Barry Egan about not being afraid of death, loving

silence and nature, hating bullies, disloyalty, and how he ‘avoided boasters, lick-arses and people who don't listen

N the k-1, o Oulanesi
worker's s frov Walkins-
town rented i o opposite
Marion lrando’s in Los Ange-
Tew. “Beande™ Clabried Hyrme
okt G YRS Ay, “was
n-|p articatlite abont wiar
i choven 1 peespaler il o
dlllummh in, Mo el whoot Sephis-
il 1he et (e you mid

i thier dhervil At your own peril,

“Hf YN ar ol & SLEONE perno, i wil
drwtsoy yuu, You can Hat off the people in
MR o et thi G s destroyisd.
Whot I|ar||,um-l il llul thar you |'I|4u&l|

closest friends also give their opinion on the birthday boy

from a dector,” Cabrkel sy, vecalling
the incident with cole aplomd

Thactar: “I've kewer fewi 8 g oian
0 wirald of 8 needie. Thih God youte
it EvInig lale

Patienrt Ciidiried; “Me 100, Becanse
i wonibed ber ot jiast padadul I very.
very wend”®

Clabypied niys bt s “nover beei oo
fortabshs L thie ‘sluw’ siile s sr lnssless.
| dotest it actually”

1f tie eveer uuuh & lamghy, “TN pot un
o Honjoky cartoon nd Fos pestored. OF
Pl watihi puliticians seting. Especisfly
sineerity, mmdmlﬂq mmm'

b lé

yout o s - deep dowm seistentiern
Imabile you, you star o deiny @ pan of
yentsi”

Cabeid ol mie 4 few yoars ngo tiut bo
lehirt veatly understand whist o powerul
bmpart fukiing work medt bave Bad
ot e Eatlier Dai, 3 barod-oker for
Ciiniens, “w be i Worklig sy imoiy,
il ot whide Iife was proscribed by
wlowking I sid Delig WIth youl work-
mantes and goding fia 8 drink sflers'ands.
Anybady who hasir's been syl
den't mdmltlful

1 ok Bk mow ool 'Plﬂ
i thet cotira of vht b ml [T pwpll'

LR
rhnm. anl et chiatigen ¥oil.*

tuire. 1 \-mrmn-mbymm Arways
lwve hioh.

AFy Is 2 & SIARSPEATAN seule, Cabrel
T ko Wi mark in Nollywood sinee
i g merie sl s Biom ) ms Kbang Uthiosr
Pendrugon i Jotis Bosorman's Keesi e,

T farmies tiselier Ilu alin played

— Aoty Y otters — Lacd Byron
Krnr Rilssutly I}mhh i er It
Coont Brothers’ Millees Crsastng, & ent

e pusernal

i tu, Hiutaln) Dibmagl 1o K Of
e, P Atageae L The Mvim dn the Iron
MMtk il payelalogiet [ Westaoa o fn

I3 ™0 e

] Ly SR Laedangs 4 el Dlatonadd o,
Caberied noted of Pauls lnfuesee o his
athenta).

“A fawiuirine Ml | ey don's have
;lw-*glnlnel #w Ilrnuslnb Time 44;
ekl (it Tisday, "1 e wit
ity U filen bt | ennernbior my Ll sid
s | Pt ety wable | wks (mimking
st Thie ettt b somettilng | lve oo
cuvtrol owr, You do yur work, give ir
»\\srymiuﬂ:d o i e fi e

After (dobilal A Tyrono

L Wnggrtnet CFNoITS A Moo fhr bt Ml
r-rruun o Weoniabwiny 4 2000, e sl
Wit s bl fros Ilﬂm wiis lllll

m«m Wi v ave
There are w‘ﬁn Wit Wit o dl, ud
sothiag o nobody will stop them. Th
T e
(Il'rlhlnwl Trinanelf whien Im lw»
ik
mlu- gl 1 nmt :'ﬁn Brop !nh
I wni g ko diey’ o snid on Tha Late
et M Y00 YORTH i)
Kl Ime‘dm;lﬁnl wryintle with — an

wontli] b s A besuilt of Uit aliise lie of-
fered i webiood wad ae o yonng oy whille
uuh:ln b i 0 priest i Enghundd), “1'0

et cheem biat | d o Dl every
|l|>‘ A‘an; mlnqmunm at bay*

“Fm ot nruld of death. s afraid of
sirfering, Or being a burden oe my lovid
v, ' not very couraguius with pan. |
alimoot et bonos (o 4 parees o
Taizlebing am bur b e | gt an Injection

1 hwe d albener. 1'1m
wtbarsy gy s Gekdd sad wilke

lin
it the ke 0w I fredaid mmupnr
Cowldag,
ﬂm! IIIDWWW [

I B0 BOPsES (o MOURERTTIL.
R Wil unndorstiiudn thust sbde of mie.” e
-lrr,rﬂen‘\m t Hasinah Beth, whim

n wnum -mh WhHOM e s @ young
daugditer. B

“1ave Illl lIlI Widarmul ieemorned  drg

of winrting all ower e warrkd on faoe

o0t GO0 Al With ina of fse words

greitheet acsors andd dimetors. | nover
thiought b would lagspen Uke ot |
wiauthd fave bl tedetilng, aod
bt dn an anaateur drema el

‘I would have been
happy teaching,

and being inan
amateur drama club’

v dhosd D ehiinK i Ih mlﬂ Itlrl
fpanned out i be'd
tesihor 08 Andeesdl Eann in l.rumlm?
1 gk | would Have devedoped s 4
teaitir,” b “Bt b pet e £
pidad apd importast profesion, |
V0 LR UL agect W adatiirtien
for it Bt Hiur purses and Gonnen aod
wntnilance gwdunmml

i unﬁm wm bertes eonditions
A pood inacher beaves 8 vamu‘
impresboi | bad e most

udeaty, wlmmwhww D

o if Wi, mnid | wonder whied tife has
Drunigdal theen. | eftan sl
1o fwaching nm- it Fvw eaperki
ramthlng of (o world.”
Wlnnlwuumnmwwu v

'whlu mmﬁul s thed by (i 10 were

e somchody wisdd nes
«I‘whlm Thmw;uuemm‘dunm
bvmpuir wind W perae thit i
Wyt . be W Lotch Deig on the
dhirke. Bexause doep down oo betleve it i

1emd retaim  Jobm
b

oten ywr e ddenity takes n lli!, hir

it hownn Wlien BY dlianoe e s Gong
WMHMIIIIMI bt e Putriek's sk
watleig an nmon sandwict for 5 wene
i el ke Kt Tind 0
Caminim (1 e fevnvir.

“Fhiat wan thie fest tine | g ovor
e ] ACTOF WONKHLT T wad yonrs
m:\ummi--x.lnmmwhn

s, Lir bobil T G,
“In u way I ' then utidmannl, tiv
chueds e it mey o of ontre’

[l Bocoike an ACtor Ut b

ad Bpasish, 1t loved EEETTTa A prp——.

way
w\dﬂdm 3 drwmn tlnb.' It watled yurs
ey, “wndl that's bow [ got hmr-md n

B
Ehutnd e @ robe
e W"‘“"“r‘f“‘.’.m'&".."f"ﬂ
Alpe (FConoor —
rsetiter = moved i Loadon,

ﬂ!)‘I‘nrH!llllnlmhl)‘lllllm
i from (sl O day, when Os-

il luat lumdied & pyde st the Royad Coust
“Thatie, Al et Al the whey
MML&mnwwuulm ¥l
Lurytriend, wiho went whiite with sbock
wiwn she ) bim w price — L300,

*This son't be the last big job you'l get

and you'te going 10 nod gond lingois:

I Yeiars th comit” Alne's wonds sere

mmlmm T beent trsvetllng
ever sinre.

The Mvmlﬁwrfh desiribed i
arcetil 44 “rom Cualt Hevs to Rl ssance
M Aswnlier critie deseribod him s
1Imlmmwummm.n.=
tarn Ut dic A st
eale-fotoe driimatie wind”

\ Some of Byrne's

by,
e, peomestaion ated lisrraturr. (™
AT

. Clatocbel, of contse. sk (o fane lke 2
Whet

fr -llll Tk, “Tibe b it = yorew
0 b aige, nuy goodige o yoar

I R ROt s it e

Cabriel and Alne evortunlly Deoks

up rlemwmrhumm e nnasitsy

len Barkin They lave
Mﬂi"ﬂm MI\I,III ! Koy 47,
uwruvonwl
l‘.tmlndyﬂul Ciatiesets a0 -
onsl — Wikl i parn of his eberm in 8
Borwm Dl thids — EPE Biee Juist cHEY et tlee
o bk " ks vl Fhe Nwr ¥k
Tirwaw bb 19405, “Thers the ottt appeoskis
of me. If b has & had thooght shous
mm: Llaprriel IIIlI.l bt will make
hilm

: eapie ity
iof gvspaganils s 1L
1 2003, Catu'ed T Catdh

ering ~ & sonriem instistive 10 enrice

a-wrnmwmmmnn for

m b neifing but praise fr tie
Fresident Mr b “Tui ey prosd
of Mictased D Sl They Te Lisspi
ratil thlmlﬂ

lhﬂﬁw Ifmklliulhmrklﬁlnn

‘l'\n sl lll-ul casver,” Clulaiel
“Fow T winistond
w0t Sever N o i o Py istich
aimdtion Wad jwrver proactive. INdn's g
iy WA prthed”
He adda thint b "l boasters,

e rmede “viraclousty” “My rie
ummm m-m»,'u-rm
o i ot Wk

r| 1 adis el mnd Boithal) Bumbour.
Alrhwugh §'ve Sived outvide freland e
amlmlll- 1 turw never fost tay
U Thon by

Las Mmuﬁ:ﬂ tikFibod 0. Hor

ik 40 lliappaint B e
Wouars s coslw, Cadarhid doman want w

about:blank

27/0772020. 11:0%



1of1

17 Wy 2020 Sumetay Indopamdent

LIVING 3

BIG INTERVIEW

Cotrtirrod from poge 1

aing of his long relationshly with my
grest friend, the late wnd viery lumeated
Alne {¥Connor, Gabriel was, and still
87 s Bays, “thie smariest and funnkst
company yoi cotill ever Keep. More
remendly, |'th ol t v worked with
him on @ campakm o malke
end-of-life care in himpitinds more in
e with Hoapion principles. Gabriel
ls . threless chamipslon of the [rish
Hospice Frundution and, s pazm,
Knﬂon.miv Promotes it wrk on
iulf nmr rhying snd the bereaved
theer close friend is TV produces
dnlmnn Hutelstuson, who workod fur
miany years on The Lale Lote Show. We
sutid] Tk wikle Shuron st net Gabcled bn
thie bnker 15704, 1 had been working with
Adne, whio was 2 tibented and beautiful
\ebirvialom presenter”
Cedmman can remember Alne suggest.
that they mset 9y for a drink, e
wher bt i thee Grestuum Hutel, Alne
was it heminehold oame smd everybody
i thuh bebr wantod b come ind ek o
her. ¥uron and 1 endsd op alking m
ABaluriel Nt lenjgth i sebody Was iecet-
by eadking 1o i iy, wiia was i
st gl eyt Ao at e tims

W Tikasd Bim | iy, i gl be
Imagghy winki filw wiiv mnd repamen”
Thoir friendship grew over Me pean,

i Coltian and Shiaron "tk grest
detight in seeing Gubriel's star rise, first
\n The fieferos thien Breckes and then
Ulabriol and Alne's move ta London and
i ting st e Nutional Theativ.

UAR hin fame grew we wee Jueky
enough &0 be miked i jodn him on the
it of o 0 1eis ety S, Chrisfopshir
Clahumbae bl Cranadn in Spain, Gabris
T tibe tarying robe Slaron and | wese
earas in e movie, bur we esdad up
ol the cutting-moon fooe. We hod jo
much fin out there, amaring limelwes
s Alispeds, atied We Were Ut up at i

lambita Fatace hotel.

W Adne lind Gaoried to b god-
parents 1o our dstghrer AV, Chiliiel lins
T o boving aaml supportive goddsthos
o thiee yoare. Cialstlel Han boon i true
riomd s we wish Iim the Happees 10t
birthidag.” says Cotman Whi Wi an to
prodnen 1FAe Wands e B A Millimaire
o TV el b oot prrvel et comiuitams
Iur‘-n‘m) r-nwavﬂmm

“Oabrkel |8 nirt 2 big self-publichit”

Gabriel: “Tackling my
demons and turning 70’

sl miunslctan and peoducer Barry Deviin.
“Bo | think whe someHimes overionk juss
laerw g 1fs exwistin of work has beei —
and how good. As well ai his acting c3-
ey, e prishiaced, directed sad writion
for atige and scnsen. Add B sl hard
a8 i Amd herey definitoly a partrait in
the lnk He's still 4 handsorie devil a2,
e even S0P luoghs Barry,

'Ilel great company. The best And

TS G nseroilis With (1 rime. Wiken 1 was

mt_rdwllunma.ilrm e workd
i the arty, e fos also puicipuied ig
R O iy CRENpatETS 1B Calway West. |
recad] in one of tese campatens, Cahtl,

B didd thiir on i pew SR member inthe
i o Ner first week.

“The poor girl was shaken ap bin
handied i perfeety and had & good

the liase Mick Lally
brigg e g il of & hond of cattie

“He luas been & strong sspposter of
e gt Dioth Bese 1 Leedand sad o the
Uysitend Srates Hrlu- Mmﬁ

listagh w Hnsto gales
of augliter. Wi have i naigoe feltion.
ship both profesaionally and penosially

Teri Il-lmnn labries u'nu of 30

masking All Things Bright Anad Besui{ful  yea

binck i 1041, he took on quite o small
rale b the flm. Not becise i woald
advanee lis career, it beeaiisr it might
walvanoe mine”

Thio Presidont Michasl D Higging
ikl “Botd Sabina e beeeen i
Heged o hive him a8 & friend, from his

Geabaiel A, UL o oW, i he
Merrion Hotet jounge area in Dutidin,
Where | wias intsrviewhng someans, snd

and  for peasons Dest Enown Lo limself, Wik

Dln)‘mi Ebbe. FEVOUTILE Eiettsieries inctude
Mmmmoﬂmm
matiing with him arimicking & wide
warlety uf peophe ing and ooim-
anyahi d

wntdeinly standing over nie, rubiiag
rademark

beoutinng epes,

M“W:{Iﬂtlﬁ’\h‘lut?lmjlllll?:;if:al
i, g oy =i

Jum et put er

Enormous tafent .. Gabriel
with Jessica Lange and
Michael Shanon during
tive Brondwry ipeuig-
it ettt sin eal for

Lot Day's Jaurwy Tnts
Might' andl lifelony friemdy
Liam Neeson, Calman and
Sharon Hutchinson and
musician Barry Devlin

T Idvatsde lady | wins interviewiing
oty aruwered: “Not at oiL*

It waan't even i Joug eveuing.' G-
Dt sadd. “1 went 1o und | wake
e gl It ot dag b Mind of kicka in
o e frrrth dhage

“I'm here." Gahriel went on o have
my teomlaliat” (11 was 2pin).

L.Ill Sluarpdiy, bser't e e actor md
=1 n Y |y the

)‘Mevdls Lry 10 Weop up with | n
Uateriel pwiis | first it ln 1K) G

faprastic and gracions eompany, Gon-
eyous with hb timmie, b loe give me
mn-m in I»miun.tlsl:qu Dustalin,
Angeles anel New York dawn through

Joy, pret hapgrinoss,

thie years, (introductng me, dloig the war.

o averyone froi Linm Neeson to Yoko
Ono us wrell &8 the mwovies of Fellinl aod
Berginan et alh.

I remeaibes talking wo him ln 2002,
around tho time be was aishing Spider
withi Rabjb Fiesoe, Thse /11 attnek
happened a8 it wis helog fllmed. He
vecalled walking ant the el one
und seedng people gethered sround
udrvision st

Thay wiere witching wiust Gabiriel
whanight wiia & clip froem the fAlm, “ten
it mjapemned nis bit o pibase erast g
just happened” Secoddds larer, Gl
and the frew gat the homifie ews of
what lad h.mpenn! in Mew York.

“Thr menle W about Wit madiess
B be sakd of Splder. “RD Lalng sild
G 4 LAANE reapoase 1o A timane
sbtuatinn. famenines i wa
youl see it thar way, [ see ft m..nr

T astond] Clabriad il B ehvini foe faned
st Hitle bl of madoess in him when
Inid Eazher aned sisver died

“Veu” he roplisd, “1 think we ull, i
o greater oF Moy extent, go aking the
mmrp-muey I\uq'f Ary vory fow of ns

oot th

[are the samsel, lv i% YOUT reaction o the
Enchdent.

1 Rt il wikii go b |seces, amd
bl prople Wi remi etlm will spose
yom with thetr Berulm. | mow one thing
v bl o iam 51y tdad Fie Wikl romfrne: doss,

deutty et

hope — all e
hiengs. These &re the tiiags that muke uy
fumian, Thewn are the Mings thot ke
o8 fied i wrw fiving”

Happy blrthday, Cabrisl, Your mivies
Brave pertiape Delped many of us el we
e lving.

Holding tech giants
to account and
taking on Covid-19

Ondird academie Dr Jennifer Cassidy has represented Ireland at the UN and does
book club with Samantha Power but in March, the coronavirus stopped her in
her tracks. The digital diplomacy expert tells Donal Lynel about what she went
through and explains why Ircland might soon need an ambassador to Faeebook
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Noel Gallagher tells Barry
Egan how meeting his wife
saved him, how he gave up
cocaine and about doing a
runner on Bono

i

INSIDE: PEOPLE, PLACES, RELATIONSHIPS, CULTURE, INTERVIEWS Alll) REVIEWS

about:blank

fofl 27107712020, 11:077



1of1

‘I did a runner on
Bono one night’

OEL Gal-
lagher |8
smaller in
person than
he appears
on  atage
in front of
thousands
mm:ndiotmmmnnﬂ

Bono |8 probably not the easiest
person to say goodnight to. Did Noel
have to to & runner on Bono?

“1did do a runner! 1 was staying
at his house. But he £***king knows
how to throw a party. I'll say that”

S0 toes Noel Gallagher. His one-
time mansion, Supernova Heights in
north I..nn.dnu,, s long-since passed
lnto

MWWMMMBM
ariginal King of the North — once
quipped: “T sald we were bigger
than God, but what [ meant to say
was taller. [ believe Jesus was 51t
7in and I'm 5ft 8 and a halt* Over
the next 60 minutes, Noel will be a
ginnt of ragged wit and uncensored

repartes.

There was a headline a few years
ago which read, Noel Gallagher got
s0 drunk with Bono on tour that he

tried to escape.

What was Noel escaping

“Being {**king drunld' he lmlhs.

It sounds like a scene from the
movie Withnail & I, | joke.

“No! No! No! (laughing] when
you've had eno you've had
enough!” reflects (whe in 2000
Jokingly told The Guardian thar he
has three plots of Guinness “and
then falls over?)

‘The epically charismiitie L2 star

legend, “You know
what? Tonly had thitt house for two
and a half >

Didl Noel sell the house when he
ave up drugs?

is the short answer to that,

1 had the bouse for two and a half
years and it felt like a * *king life-
time, It felt 1ike 1 lived in there for a
Tifetime, for a decade.

Could anyone Just call up to the
house?

“Not adyone, But to be honesz, these

though, on more than more oecasion,
you'd ook around the room and I'd
say to somebody; ‘Who the 1**K is
that guy there? 'Ol he dellvered the
Ppizzas here about four or five hours

my answering machine message.”
And Kate Moss was . regular
guest. On one cccasion, when the
British supermodel had been staying
ut Supernova Helghts for o couple of
weeks, Nool was going in through the

gates when four young girls pressed
books into his hands and asked him
for Kate's sutograph.

“You're coming round ‘ere, 1o
my house, asking for
auntographs? Do
Well, Il tell you what, you're not
going ontil you have mine, You're
having my autograph now!™ the
Ousis superstar told them.

“Supernova Heights was groat
for the time but then there came a
point when I thought: T need w get
ot of this:"

Where did he go?

“1 went om to lhe.munu'y Un-
fio 1y, il
1o the country. J\.I'ld what Iuppewd
then is, they would just £**king stay
forever, It was at that poind
was, ‘] need to get £ *king rid of all

peaple™

And how do you that, [ ask?
“Well, I bad to, It was wull.ils.:
to the end of my
Mathews, his wife from 1997 to 2001,
and mother of daughter Anais] and
all that. “They've all got to go' At
thut poimt [clicks fingers ], which is
Ineredible... when I think of it now..,
within two months of that thought,
1'm thinking ‘How do | do it? What
do 1 do?’ I met Sara, and that was
the catalyst for everything. And [

YOu not want mine?”

wis just ke ‘Well, I'll run away with
her, then, That's what I'll do’ And
that’s what [ did” he says of Sara
MacDonald whom he met in Ibiza.
They married (n June, 2011 — Russell
Brand was the best man — and have
two sons, Donevan, born September
nmm and Sonny, born October
1, 2010,

Is the lyrie from 2000's Where
Did Tt All Go Wromg? (Do you keep
the receipts, For the friends that you
buy?) about the d!.w.l.rﬂed friends
trom Supernova Helglits?

“Yenh," he nods. “1 didn't see
those people for a good five or six
years, We've since all re-sequainted
and become friends again, We were
all too up in each others faces 24

twhere | hours a day”

‘What did bis mother think of Noel
with all that gang?

“I didn’t ask her, 1t goes hack:
onee you leave home, mums don't

to Meg have an opinion any more. 1f she

15 complaining abour shit now, I'll
say, ‘You are £**King awnre that I'm
52, Okay? I'm sorry. Those dayve are
over, Over” But you know, parents
are parents, I'H be the same with my
Kids 1'11 be :lvinluuttum when
I'm Pegiy's age

m[luanlm:rmnke up with his
father Tommy?

“| wouldn't have thought so, no.”

‘Wil Noai be on his deathbed and
wish he had reconciled his differenc-
o5 with his father?

“No, No. He doesn't mean any-
thing to me."

There were good times like when
he used to bring Nocl to the football
as a kidl, 1 begin and then stop,

“Right,” says Noel with n quizical
Iowk that says Your poing is?

“The bad stufi completely out-
weighs the good stuff. Okay, he
got me (nto supporting Man City.
Thanks a lot, Thaty the least you
could f*king do for me”

i it true that a Manchester Unit-
e fan broke Noel nose?

fi

mid 19608 in Manchester. | woke up
In n bus-stop [langhing] and the only
memory | had before that was that |

‘We didn’t want the
kids growing up in
London... We've
had two stabbings
outside our house
in the last while’

27/07/2020.
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Wils 1ot in a bus stop!”

I return to his beloved mother
Peggy who famously rang him up
to remind him that she didn't bring
him upwwdﬂwlm that when
he told 1% Obwerver in 1995 that

he
would get “Alds and die"

Du be get many other irate calls
m“ thllthnwd

ﬂnlyﬂwulualynumlm:
Liwm™ (about whom 1 have besn
forbidden from asking questions.

“That’ about it. But it's Hike, once  time.

You get to A certain age it — ‘Mam,
U'm not **king 19 any more!'"™
What about his comment In Jan-
uary, 1997 that “taking drugy is like
having a cup of tea™?
“Well, been taking drugs
dince I've beon 14. But she wasn't

ns gaying in the House Of Commons
that Noel should be kicked out of

Hurthe enjoyed
on July 30, 1997 when Noel nrrived
at Number 10 Downing Street as a

t of new frime Minister
Biatt, and e thenaght of M Howard:

Noal, after he came vut of Num-
ber 10 Downing Street (n 1997, said

‘1 hope you're {**Ring this
now!'

“There were things surrounding
my vislt to Number 10 that | had
never seen on TV, Noel says look-
Ing back. “There was something on

where Jeremy Paxman
suld, “These are the kind of people
that they are letting into the cor-
ridors of power now' — meaning
me! I don't know what to make of
!B!hmepdmde It was just a crazy
f**King time.

You mclml up to 10 Downing
Street in n Rolls-Royee, 1 say.,

“Me and Alan [MeGee, head of
his reeord company Creation, and
the man who Onsis in 1993 ).
Alin had bought me the
the previous Chrlstmas.”

And you couldn't drive, 1 say.

“L still can't! 1 never had a driving

only signed off the dole four years
© Do you know what 1

| previously.
mean? So, Twas ke, This is [**king

insane!' Alan used 1o work in Brit-
ish Rail and all that. We were two

'lremmhermmlaﬁn;wm
“They [Tomy Blalr, ete] really want

to meet you' 1 was like, What do  Bucki

they want to meet ma for? ‘Well, you
pretty much heiped get them [New
Labour and Tony Blair] elected: |
was ke, Yeah, but, 'm not..’ Alan
wad like, ‘Come and meet them.."

Iy Brage and Weller, who attempted
to engage young peoplo with Labour
polities)? *1 didn't canviss much
opinion about it I sald o Alan, ‘All
Fight, go on then' 1 got the lavite, we
went and that was i1
Afterwards? "1

kind of knew we'd
et o bit of Aak afterwurds, Writers
from The Guardian and the Mirror

't opinion, Yeah, Weller
hasd been burned by Red Wedge, His
view of it — politiclans — actually
holds true w Hie sndd they're all
s, You think because its people
from the Labour Party but theyre
all in it t's all steaxe; they're afl in it

for themsetves. 1t's rare that there
pollticlam who want to serve thelr
country. Even thats £**King suspl-
elous. 1t very rare. And [ think the
same thing now. I've met — and do
rogeive = politicians from time to

L They're us bad as cach other,
all of them. All of them.”

Whio would he vote for?

“I wouldn't vote for anyone,” says
Noel. “T'was Now Liabour all the wiy.
I believed in that. [ belleved in that
dance he [Tony Blalr] did alopg the
middle of the two parties, How he did
Itwas £***ing genius, You know, how
10 get The Sun onside and get their
readers to vote for Labour is one of
the greatest magte tricks that has
ever been pulled off by a politiciin,
And that to me was when [ was really

about what wis golng on
0 the country, Now the extreme or
the right wing and the left, they'ne
ull nwmﬁtmmmu I'hlﬁllu.
There's right-wing faselsts on
the rise in England”®

he going to get n knight-
ImmL%uldhuhuempwdlt?
“No, o, | was hoping I'd get 2
buckhander on the tax billl™
Would Noel abolish the British

royal tamily?

“What [ think about the royal
family Is, It's not thelr fault, those
Kids who are born into it Say Wil-
liam and Harry, for example, are
born into it. That's their life. Ity
not the people themselves. It's the
institution of we being subjects
to these people who make a lot of
money from land that was taken
from ordinary people. | don't feel
passionate enough where 1'd have
them all £***King lined up and
f=*king shot!”

You've changed, | tease. In 2000,
you siid you would have the royal
family publicly flogged before you
muimed th

em|
years ago!™ he laughs.

You nlso said that the Duke of
Edinburgh should lose a leg!

He positively cackles with langh-
ter this time, doesn’t surprise
me!™ 1t shouldn't surprise any dis-
mrnl:']llg ﬁnulilﬂowm u:mpnpulu cul-
fure that man sitting ite
me cackling like a hmlmlmlw
Paloce wrote some

to halt time, Songs that changed
the world.

Qasls were formed In Manches-
ter in 1991 when Noel
younger brather Linm's band, then
called The Rain. They released
their zeitgeist-defining debut slbum
Defindiely Maybe in 1994 and the
following year (What's The Siory)
Morning Glery?, which became one
of the biggest selling UK albums of
Al thime, and one of the best,

10 1996, Onsis played two nights

7
INTERVIEW

Mool and Liam in Hong Kohg .-"'
with Dass n 2006

Noel tells the story of when he

at  and Sara were looking at a house in

London & few years ago,

whereupon
. the estate agent mentions that there

wits a flat at the end of the garden
that could be converted.
“I'11 have thiat as a creative

SPACe.
And Sarn said, ‘For what? What do  people

you want a creative spaoe for? “To

his  write songs’ And she said, ‘I've never

soen you write any songs. T was like,
*Are you belng (**king serlous? “Well,
I've never seen you write any’ ‘Dot
you do accept that [ do write them?
“T've just never seen you write any!’ 1
still o this day doo't have a £*=*king
studio.”

[ sk does Uz's Adam Clayton still
live: on thedr street (n London’ Littie

at Knebworth to an audience of Venlee district,

125,000 a night.

The writing was soon o the wiill
for the group with their 1497 xibum
Bo Here Now, o creative low which
wis mutehod in 2000 by Seanding

Butl  on the Shoulder

In August 2009, mmmm
after' & row backstage In Parls with
Liam. He would go on o form Noet
Gallagher's High Fying Birds,

Wirm and witty in person, a sto-
ryteller as fine as Noel Gallagher is
enmmw:lrwwwwwm

nfternoon

Does he stlll have the two cits,
Benson & Hi ?

“No, Benson & Hedges went back
0 the cattery. My eat s culled Boots.”

1 heard 0 rumour that Noel wis
# masaive fin of MasterChaf. 1s this
true? *1 wouldn't say I'm n massive
fan. But every time theres a new
beries of MasterChef, thure's Always
this thing where 1 always seem to
hawve 12 weeks off where [ oan sit and
watch It 8o, | migsed The Wire and
r**king Breaking Bad and all that
because | was away on tour, but, for
some repson, U'm always around for
MuasterChey, We do like it as a family.
The four of us will sit down. The
Kl love it

D&ﬂfﬁ[{‘uﬂ:lu]ﬂﬂm
what I got (**king mirred for!
(Laugting). T don't cook. Sarm could

run i restaurint, she i that good o A

cook. | mean, when she goes sway
1 won't starve, | mean, | can cook”

“Yeah, he's on my street. He's my
nelghbour, He lives about five doors
down,” he says, “We're just about to
mive out to Hampshire, e adds, "We
ﬁmﬂmwm_ the kids growing up in

Paparazzi?

“No. We've had two stabbings
outside our house in the last while. 1
Thve as you ean quite imagine o quite
an affiuent area. At one end of the

"One Itiple stabbed
Iummﬁud‘&u 1 *king day and
an alr ambulance had to eome and
tand in the middle of the street and
all the streets (nround] were taped
off. Anyway, our lad is 11 and is now
coming to go school
and we were just saying it would be
toa (*“king stressful lrh-hnn.ﬁ

Gras
Pande (rom 2000, "My cyes ate dead

and wlhtuu'l like n black hole/

And if there's a god would he give
another chancer/ An hour to sing
for I soul’

How does Noel look back on the
man who wrote thar?

“Well, I'm not a drug addict any
miare. S0, that's the main difference”

Was Noel too working class and
too eool to go to the Priory, the
celeb-tastic private mental heaith
bospital in London?

“1 don't think I was (0o working
class. 1 don't think | was too epol. |
didn't need to. 1 didn't nead o do it
lie says, of going to the Priory.

“I woke up one morning and
sibd: “That's It | gave up smoking by

1 am to attempt to give
o U Mﬂi%thldx;nuu

that's part of it.”
Does Noel still think Eminen bs
Idiot¥

an
“Hr, he Is one of those guys tt
goés into rehub sind then they sing

about It for the next 20 years, “You
did a bit of (**king coke. You tind a
drink.

coming out the other side of druga

ms I‘MPW@“

zfm«uunhaﬂ:hun
EP and

You can read Barry Egan’s
:mmawlndlmmwlthnwnl
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