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State to commemorate RIC and
Dublin police force for first time
became the first government
minister to attend a commemoration service for policemen
killed by the IRA in the War of
Independence. The names of 11
RIC and four DMP men killed in
1919 during the first year of the
War of Independence were
read out. Ministers have traditionally shied away from such
services because of the role of
will be addressed by Minister both forces in opposing those
for Justice Charlie Flanagan who sought Irish independence
and Garda Commissioner through armed actions.
Drew Harris.
The RIC was established in Britishresistance
1836 and disbanded after Irish The armed RIC was in the vanindependence in 1922. It operat- guard of British resistance to
ed in all parts of Ireland except the IRA during the War of Indein Dublin, where the DMP was pendence causing thousands to
the police force during the quit the force. Dáil Éireann orsame period.
ganised a boycott of the force
Mr Flanagan in September from April 1919 on and the mass

Dublin Castle service to remember those
killed in the War of Independence
Minister for Justice and Garda
Commissioner will address event
RONAN McGREEVY

The Government is to commemorate those who served in the
Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC)
and the Dublin Metropolitan
Police (DMP) prior to independence.
The event, part of the State
programme to mark the decade
of centenaries, will take place in
Dublin Castle on January 17th

burning of RIC barracks began
in January 1920. When the British government realised the
RIC was not up to the task of defending British rule in Ireland,

525

The number of policemen
who were killed during the
War of Independence
they drafted in the Black and
Tans and Auxiliaries, mercenary soldiers from Britain, to
take the fight to the IRA.
Speaking to The Irish Times
after the service in September,
Mr Flanagan said he attended
because the policemen involved were “murdered in the

line of duty. They were doing
what police officers do. As they
saw it they were protecting communities from harm. They were
maintaining the rule of law.
These are fundamental to police services everywhere,” he
said. Mr Flanagan described
himself as a “pluralist who believes in the co-existence of peoples of different traditions on
the island coming together.
“As Minister for Justice, I acknowledge that being a policeman is a very tough job. The
men that we commemorated
were all killed in the line of
duty.” He added: “I believe very
strongly in the spirit of the
Good Friday Agreement and, in
the spirit of co-existence. These
are sensitive ceremonies and
they are very important to me.”

The decision by the State to
hold a service to remember the
RIC and DMP has been welcomed by the Historical & Reconciliatory Police (Harp) Society, which was set up in 2012 to
remember Irish policemen
killed on duty between 1836
and 1922. A total of 525 policemen were killed during the War
of Independence.
The society’s spokesman Jim
Herlihy said extensive research
over the last number of years
showed that 10,936 Black and
Tans and 2,264 Auxiliaries
served in Ireland during the
War of Independence. Of
those, 152 Black and Tans and
44 Auxiliaries were killed. The
research also reveals 883 Black
and Tans were Irish-born and
126 Auxiliaries were Irish.

Archbishop

warns
over perils
of racism
PATSY McGARRY
Religious Affairs Correspondent

Racism and intolerance “are
dangerous explosives that
we only play around with at
our own peril”, Catholic Archbishop of Dublin Diarmuid
Martin has said.
“Lack of respect for difference can undermine even
peaceful societies. Fear of
the immigrant can be exploited in terms that support narrow populism,” he said.
Archbishop Martin was
speaking at the annual
World Day of Peace Mass
held yesterday morning at
the Church of St Therese in
Dublin’s Mount Merrion.
He recalled how in 1968
“Pope Paul VI had the intuition that the Church should
dedicate the first day of each
calendar year as a World Day
of Peace. The first day of the
calendar year is one on which
people of different backgrounds – not simply people
of faith – naturally think
about a future of peace.
Again, this year we take up
Pope Paul’s intuition.”

ManfatallyinjuredinCoDerrycarcrash

Centraltheme
Pope Francis, he said, had
placed as the central theme
of his message for the day
“Peace as a Journey of
Hope”.
Archbishop Martin recalled how “coming to this
Church this morning, my
thoughts turned toward your
former parish priest, Fr Tony
Coote. What struck all of us
about Tony in his dramatic illness, is that even in the face
of the inevitability of death,
he never abandoned hope. If
anything he gave others
hope. The more his physical
abilities faded, the stronger
his witness became. Hope is
the virtue of the strong. Hope
is not a pipedream. Hope is
realism.”
Fr Coote (55) died last August, 18 months after being diagnosed with motor neurone
disease.

FREYA McCLEMENTS
and SHAUNA BOWERS

A 19-year-old man became the
first person to die on Ireland’s
roads this year when his car was
involved in a collision in Co Derry at about 2.30am yesterday.
Michael Óg McKenna, from
the Maghera area , was fatally
injured in the incident on the
Moneysharvan Road between
Maghera and Swatragh.
The woman driving the other
car and two teenage passengers
were taken to hospital to be
treated for their injuries, which
were not believed to be life
threatening.
The Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) appealed to
anyone who witnessed or has information about the crash to
contact them on 101.
The young man’s death came
as the Road Safety Authority
(RSA) and the PSNI published

figures which showed that
more than 200 people were
killed on Irish roads last year 148 in the State and 54 in Northern Ireland.
The figure for the State represented a 4 per cent increase on
the 142 fatalities recorded on
the roads in 2018, which RSA
chairwoman Liz O’Donnell
said was “deeply saddening”.
The figure for 2018 was the lowest since records began in 1959.
Setbacks
“We must respond to this increase the same way we have responded to previous setbacks.
Rather than being disheartened, it should spur us and our
road safety partners into renewed effort,” Ms O’Donnell
said.
Drivers accounted for the
highest number of road users
who died last year at 81 with 27
pedestrians, 16 passengers, 16

Sudoku

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i

2

3

Medium

4

5

6

7

8

a

6

3

4

5

d
e
f
g

6

7

3

8

9

1

8 7
5
3
4
3 7
2
8 6
1
6
1 9
5
3 9
4
8
2

8

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

a
b
c

2 7 4
1 5

8
4 9
2
4

d
e
f

7 3
8

h

9
4
1 2

5
6

8 5
7

g

6

2 1
4 9 5
Mecking – Pace (Bled 2002)

i
Easy

7

Medium

1
7
4
9
2
8
6
3
5

5
6
9
4
3
1
8
7
2

3
2
8
7
5
6
1
4
9

6
5
7
1
8
3
2
9
4

9
1
3
2
6
4
5
8
7

8
4
2
5
9
7
3
6
1

4
3
1
6
7
2
9
5
8

7
9
6
8
1
5
4
2
3

2
8
5
3
4
9
7
1
6

9
6
5
4
2
3
7
1
8

4
8
3
1
7
5
2
6
9

7
2
1
9
6
8
3
4
5

1
5
2
8
4
7
9
3
6

8
4
6
3
1
9
5
2
7

3
7
9
2
5
6
4
8
1

2
1
8
7
9
4
6
5
3

5
3
7
6
8
2
1
9
4

6
9
4
5
3
1
8
7
2

Hard

h
i

2

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS

b
c

1

9

Hard
2

to respond to these needless
deaths and injuries on our
roads is through action, not
words” and he urged road users
to take “greater responsibility”
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motorcyclists and eight pedal
cyclists dying as a result of incidents on the roads. The number of fatal collisions increased
from 135 to 137 year on year.
The number of road deaths
in the State has been consistently under 200 since 2010.
Minister for Transport
Shane Ross said “the only way
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The Brazilian grandmaster Henrique Mecking was a leading player
during the 1970’s but retired from
tournament play for several years
for health reasons. He made a welcome and successful return to active play at the 2002 Bled olympiad
and here playing the White pieces
he displayed all his old tactical
skills. How did Mecking obtain a
win?
1, Bg7+ Kxg7; 2, Qh6+ Kh8;
3, Nxf6, Qe7; 4, Nxh7, and Black resigned. If 4…Qxh7; 5, Qf8+

for their actions.
“We can do this by slowing
down, not driving while impaired through drink, drugs or
fatigue, by not driving while using a phone, by wearing a seatbelt and always sharing the
road more carefully with pedestrians and cyclists.”
The PSNI said the 54 people
killed on Northern Ireland’s
road last year was the second
lowest since records began in
1931. The figure has been falling each year since 2014, when
79 people died and was one fewer that the total for 2018.
Twenty-six of those who died
in road incidents last year in the
North were drivers, with 15 pedestrians, eight passengers in
cars, three motorcyclists and
two cyclists also dying on the
roads.
PSNI Assistant Chief Constable Alan Todd said despite the
downward trend “far too many

Bridge
South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
♠ Q9
♥ J72
♦ Q82
♣ K Q J 10 4
WEST
EAST
♠ 74
♠ 52
♥ A K 9 5 4 3 ♥ Q 10 6
♦ KJ9
♦ A764
♣ 32
♣ 9765
SOUTH
♠ A K J 10 8 6 3
♥8
♦ 10 5 3
♣ A8
The Bidding:
South West North East
1♠
2♥ 3♣ 3♥
4♠
Opening lead — king of
hearts.
Assume you’re West on this
deal, defending against four
spades. You lead the king of
hearts, which wins as partner
contributes the ten. What
would you play next? Bear in
mind that you need three more
tricks to defeat the contract.
The first step in the right
direction is to assume declarer
has a singleton heart, since
your partner is marked with
three hearts for his bid. This in
turn means that any additional
tricks you take will have to
come from a source other than
the heart suit. (Observe that
if you continue with the ace of
hearts, declarer takes the rest

■ The scene of a fatal crash

near Maghera, Co Derry,
yesterday morning where a
19-year-old man was killed.

PHOTOGRAPH: MARGARET MCLAUGHLIN

people” are killed on Northern
Ireland’s roads every year.
“The simple reality is that
many collisions can be avoided,” he said. “Not paying full attention, poor positioning on the
road, excess speed for the conditions and people driving under
the influence of alcohol or
drugs remain the most common causes of the most serious
collisions which kill and injure
people.” He added: “As we start
a new year, please resolve to
have a greater focus on road
safety, so we can prevent collisions and save lives.”

Privacylawsforsex
offendersshouldbe
considered,says
ex-probationchief

Conor
Gallagher

CrimeCorrespondent

Outgoing director
concerned at rise in
short prison terms
being handed down
in recent years
Ireland should consider introducing privacy laws to protect
the identities of sex offenders
being released back into the
community, the outgoing director of the Probation Service believes.
Such laws, which are in
place in several other countries, would prevent the public
naming of offenders in the media and would aid in their rehabilitation and therefore reduce the risk of re-offending,
Vivian Geiran said.
“I certainly think there is a
case to be made for that,” Mr
Geiran said in an interview
ahead of his retirement after
seven years as head of the service.
He said the service has dealt
with several cases where a violent or sexual offender has
been released into prearranged accommodation “but
they’re identified at the point
of their release”.
“And they end up sleeping
in a tent in a park or something. And the bottom line is
they’re at a higher risk of offending if they’re not in a stable situation.”
He cited one High Court
case taken by a sex offender
seeking a ban on newspapers
publishing his photograph
and details of his address, a reference to serial rapist Michael
Murray who served 13 years
for raping six women over a
five-day period in 1995.
Shortly after his release,
Murray argued he could not resume a normal life as newspapers kept publishing his address every time he moved to a
new location.
“To be honest, from the outside, I thought he’d win it,” Mr
Geiran said. “I thought he had
a strong case.”
The court ruled against
Murray, stating the “public’s
right to know his whereabouts
trumps his right to privacy”.

concern at the large rise in
short prison sentences being
handed down by judges in recent years which he said is “to
some extent is an indication of
a failure of our system”.
In 2018, the number of people sentenced to less than 12
months rose by 18 per cent
while the number jailed for
less than three months rose by
34 per cent.
“Research
everywhere
shows that people who go to
jail for short sentences have
the highest recidivism rate
compared to other prison sentences and compared to community alternatives,” Mr
Geiran said.
Imposing short sentences
for minor crimes results in offenders losing their jobs and
possibly their families, Mr
Geiran said. Women are especially likely to have their children taken into care.
“So a whole lot of supports
that would in the normal
course help somebody stay on
the straight and narrow are
disrupted.”
Short sentences are “a
blight” on the criminal justice
system, including the Probation Service, he said. “There
needs to be a culture change.”
The situation with female offenders is particularly bad, Mr
Geiran said. According to the
Irish Prison Service the number of women in custody has
been rising steadily since 2015
and has increased 20 per cent
in the past 24 months. This is
double the rise in the general
prison population during the
same period.
Mr Geiran said one of the
big drivers of this is women being remanded in custody awaiting trial.
“You’d have to ask, do all of
those people who are remanded in custody need to be in custody?”
He also said he suspects
many women are in prison because they are better off there
than in the community due to
issues like mental health,
drugs, domestic violence and
homelessness. “But that’s a bit
like using a sledgehammer to
crack a nut.”
Regarding young offenders, giving them a “short,
sharp shock” such as a
six-month sentence “has long
since proven to be counterproductive”.
“There’s no such thing as a
short, sharp shock that helps
someone. I’d be really strong
on that.”

Gangs
Since Mr Geiran started as director seven years ago, the Probation Service has been dealing with increasingly serious
offenders, including those inHomeless
volved in gangland crime, he
An offender who is homeless said.
is more at risk of committing
This adds “a layer of extra
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by Steve Becker
of the tricks.) The next step is
to recognize that if South has
both minor-suit aces to go with
his obviously long spade suit,
the contract cannot possibly be
defeated. You should therefore
credit partner with one of these
aces, which he almost certainly
has for his raise.
The only remaining question is not so much which
minor-suit ace East holds, but,
more importantly, which one
might allow you to collect three
more tricks. The only sensible
conclusion is to assume partner has the ace of diamonds,
because if he has the ace of
clubs instead, the contract cannot be defeated.
Accordingly, you must
shift to a diamond at trick two,
but before you do, one more
question must be resolved —
namely, which diamond to
lead. To guard against the possibility that South might have
the ten of diamonds, the jack
of diamonds — not the nine or
king — must be led.
As it happens, the jack lead
sets the contract. If the nine or
king is led instead, declarer can
avoid losing three diamonds
with correct play. The careful
step-by-step process that leads
to finding the winning play at
trick two is not really difficult if
you focus on the ultimate goal
— to defeat the contract. The
jack lead then emerges as the
one play that gives you the best
chance of achieving that goal.

‘‘

There’s no such thing as a short,
sharp shock that helps someone.
I’d be really strong on that

more crimes, Mr Geiran said.
“It’s very hard for us to engage someone on a programme to stop them offending when they don’t have a
home. It’s very basic.”
The Irish media “as a group
are not bad when compared to
other jurisdictions”, he said,
but social media has become a
huge problem.
“Facebook groups have
been set up specifically to follow people.”
Mr Geiran said he cannot
give an absolute guarantee
that a sex offender will not
cause harm in the community.
“But what I would say is that
there’s a reduced chance of us
stopping that if someone is being hounded from pillar to
post and I’ve seen it happen numerous times,” he said.
“People do have legitimate
concerns and that’s absolutely
the case. But the way some people react is not going to help
the situation.”
Mr Geiran also expressed

complexity to the work” as
they are dealing with people at
risk of harming others and of
being harmed themselves as
part of the ongoing gang
feuds.
“We’re dealing with people
who are themselves under
threat.
“So we have to be careful
how we arrange interviews
with them and schedule them
so they are not timed with people who might be out to get
them.”
Hugeincrease
The service has also seen a
huge increase in the number
of people it deals with who are
under threat because of drug
debts, he said.
Mr Geiran, who has been a
probation officer for 33 years,
said he still intends to stay involved in the criminal justice
area following retirement including as a member of the
Council of Europe’s Council
for Penological Cooperation.
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Universities spent ¤1.5m on flights
UCD biggest spender , with premium seats
costing more than ¤6,000 for one fare
BRIAN HUTTON

Ireland’s publicly funded universities spent about ¤1.5 million last year flying academics
around the world on luxury
flights, newly obtained figures
show.
The biggest spender was University College Dublin (UCD),
which paid almost ¤1 million
for business-class and premium fares over a year, records released under Freedom of Information reveal. In its disclosure,
the university complained
about the damage of Government cuts to its funding.

Trinity College Dublin,
which just days ago called for
further investment to bulwark
against its tumble down the
world university rankings,
spent more then a quarter of a
million euro on business-class
flights last year.
Air travel records for UCD
show staff booking premium
seats costing up to ¤6,000-plus
for one fare. A business-class
flight to Kuwait came in at
¤6,419, a seat to Shanghai cost
¤5,269 and a luxury fare to Brisbane was ¤5,155.
Two business-class flights to
Abidjan, in the Ivory Coast, cost

more than ¤5,000 each.
Asked for records showing
all non-economy and non-budget flights, UCD released details
of more than 400 trips, costing
more than ¤960,000 – the vast
majority of them business class.
There were a handful of premium economy fares, which
cost up to ¤2,000.
UCD declined to detail the
purpose of each flight. The records relate to the financial
year, from October 1st , 2017 to
September 31st, 2018.
Top-class fares included to
Penang in Malaysia (¤4,963),
Guangzhou (¤4,404) and
Shanghai (¤4,105) in China, as
well as Mumbai (¤4,500) and
Bangalore (¤4,264) in India.
There were business-class tickets to San Francisco (¤4,887),
New York (¤4,674), Philadelphia (¤4,124) and two to Tam-

pa, Florida, at ¤2,040 each.
Two flights to Sydney cost
¤4,193 and ¤4,020, a fare to
Melbourne came in at ¤4,131,
while two trips to the Caribbean islands of Trinidad and Tobago came in at ¤2,058 each.
There were some luxury flights
nearer home: a flight to Paris
cost ¤2,338, while business-

400

Number of trips about which
UCD released details of the
cost, but not the purpose

class flights were also booked to
Tel Aviv in Israel (¤811) and
Bremen in Germany (¤655).
UCD said all staff travelling
business class must obtain written approval “thus ensuring

there is a solid business case
each time . . . we generally only
approve business-class flights
for staff who are travelling long
distances to recruit international students,” a spokeswoman
said. “These students, while
adding quality and improving
the overall UCD experience for
all students, also pay a premium fee which has allowed UCD
and the university sector in Ireland partly offset the damage
caused by government cuts to
funding during the recession.”
TrinityCollege
TCD declined to detail individual business-class fares for its
staff last year, which ran to
¤259,084. Almost ¤150,000
worth were related to the university’s links to the Singapore
Institute of Technology (SIT),
with which it runs joint degrees

in physiotherapy, occupational
therapy and radiography.
“The vast bulk of the flights
were for Dublin-based Trinity
staff who teach part-time in
Asia and help to generate significant financial surpluses for
Trinity,” a spokeswoman said.
Trinity said more than
¤30,000 in business class
flights were to “non-EU student
almost
markets”,
¤20,000 was for “research projects funded by [an] external
funder” and nearly ¤15,000 related to “ business meetings”.
University College Cork said
it spent ¤96,978 on business
class and premium flights last
year (including one to Singapore costing ¤6,898), NUI Galway spent ¤36,700 while DCU
spent ¤32,632 on mostly premium economy as well as business
and first class.

Simone Rocha shows exquisite, ethereal signature
DEIRDRE McQUILLAN
in London

Simone Rocha’s spring show
was staged on Sunday night at
sundown in Alexandra Palace,
a restored Victorian building
overlooking London originally
opened in 1873 as “The People’s
Palace” and one of the city’s
foremost music venues.
Front-row guests included
Jade Parfitt, singer Paloma,
Jasmine Guinness and Anna
Wintour as well as the designer’s parents, John and Odette
Rocha.
The Dublin designer sent a
procession of Irish actors down
the runway including Olwen
Fouéré, Jessie Buckley, Simone
Kirby, Charlene McKenna and
Valene Kane. The mix showcased the inclusivity of her
clothes for women of all ages.
Theatricalinterior
Rocha, who recently opened
her third shop, in Hong Kong,
chose the palace’s spacious rundown theatrical interior for a
presentation that mined her
Irish cultural heritage and
echoed the faded interiors of
old country houses in rural Ireland where wren boys made
their way to sing and collect donations on St Stephen’s Day.
That made for a display of
the most exquisite, ethereal
dresses, layered and laced with
prints of peeling wallpapers on
silk, China blue and white
prints, on ivory tulle, and patchworked organza redressed in
the most heart-stopping and
fairylike ways.
As always the styling told its
own story of the feminine spirit,
the jewelled hairbands, the
chandelier earrings, the pearl
studding and frilled brogues
along with those silhouettes –
the sloped shoulder, puff
sleeves and full skirts that define the exaggerated Victorian

The Department of Education
is investigating more than 50
cases in which schools are alleged to be “misusing” special
needs teachers by using them
to teach mainstream classes.
Under official rules, resource teachers and special
needs assistants should be
used only for supporting vulnerable pupils who have additional needs.
Parents of children with special needs, however, say they
are aware of many cases
where resource teachers assigned to help their children
have ended up being used to
plug gaps in the classroom.
This, they say, is depriving
vulnerable children, with supports being sidelined in the
classroom.
Some school teachers and
principals, however, say teacher shortages and underfunding mean they are sometimes
left with little other option.
The department confirmed
it had received 88 reports of
“potentially inappropriate use
of special education teaching
resource” across primary and
secondary schools since September 2017. The majority
arose from school inspections.
It said it had written to all
the schools – 71 primary, 17 secondary – to request they review their provision and confirm the school is using its allocation in accordance with
guidelines, and provide copies
of timetables.
Of the 88 schools, it said 34
had confirmed they were now
using their allocation in ac-

CARL O’BRIEN

shapes and proportions that
are her signature.
The workmanship stood out
in these beautiful shapes – lace,
silk brocade, taffeta and raffia
were layered – featherlike, one
over the other, revealing and
hiding at the same time.
“The level of work and detail
that she went into this time was
extraordinary,” said her
mother, Odette, after the show,
universally received with huge

Cork

Douglas shopping centre may
remain closed until next summer
damage to the car park with
girders buckling so badly that
a portion of the car park must
be demolished.
Now Douglas Village
Shopping Centre in Cork
management has advised the
50 or so tenants in the centre
that demolition work
on the damaged section of the
multi-storey car park
will commence next
week.
“The current advice we
have is that it may be summer
2020 before the centre will be
rebuilt and ready to reopen.
The extent of the rebuild will
depend on the amount of the
demolition.”
BARRY ROCHE

CoRoscommon

Waterways Ireland to reopen
canal at Lough Key Forest Park
Waterways Ireland is to
reopen a disused canal at
Lough Key Forest Park near
Boyle, Co Roscommon.
The canal, known as
Drummans canal, was created
in 1719, making an island out
of Drummans peninsula on
the southern shore of Lough
Key.
The cross-Border inland
waterways authority said it
was hoped the work would be
undertaken during the cutting
season in October and
November, “subject to the
necessary environmental
screening being undertaken”.
The authority said the work

CARL O’BRIEN
Education Editor

cordance with the guidelines.
Of the 50-plus remaining
cases, 29 schools had replied
and their responses were being reviewed, while replies are
awaited from 20 schools.
The department said it was
“continuing to engage” with
five schools that had not yet
demonstrated compliance.
“Further follow-up action
may then take place with
schools, including an inspection visit, if necessary,” the department said in a statement.
Some of the initial inspection reports indicate that
some schools have been using
resource teachers for main-

88

Number of schools– 71
primary, 17 secondary – that
have been reported
stream class teaching, or reducing the pupil-teacher ratio
in mainstream classes. There
have been reports of using special needs staff to provide extra subjects for pupils who do
not have special needs.
A new model for allocating
special education teachers
was set up in September 2017.
The department said, in advance of this, that a circular
was sent to schools stating
that schools should ensure additional special needs teaching supports be used “in their
entirety” to support pupils
identified with special educational needs, learning support
needs, and additional literacy
needs such as English as an additional language.

Programme of schools
building to be reviewed

applause, a view echoed by
Nikki Creedon of Havana, sole
Irish stockist of Rocha’s line in
Ireland. “It was one of her best
collections – and there was so
much variety this season,” she
said.
Tailoring fabrics, usually associated with dresses, showed
in trench coats of camel taffeta,
suits in silk brocade woven like
upholstery and dress coats with
dropped frill shoulders. This

Durbar Court. Her husband David Beckham, dressed in a pale
grey suit, and their four children, sat front row. The spring
collection paired disciplined, razor-sharp tailoring with long super-feminine ruffled dresses in
luminous block colours – pink,
VictoriaBeckham
pistachio, emerald green and
Earlier yesterday, former Spice turquoise. The real story, howGirl Victoria Beckham’s show ever was the return of the midi
was staged in the palatial gran- skirt with open panels (the betdeur of the Foreign Office’s ter for the stride) in creamy, bis-

collection, with its delicacy,
richness and playfulness, demonstrated once again that
Rocha has the power to sway
the feminine heart in the most
unexpected and emotional
ways. A great collection.

Briefs

A Cork shopping centre which
was forced to close after a fire
in its multistorey car park
caused upwards of ¤10 million
worth of damage may not
re-open until next summer,
shopping centre management
has advised tenants.
Douglas Village Shopping
Centre was forced to close
when a car caught fire on the
first floor of the multi-storey
car park on the evening of
August 31st and quickly
spread to other vehicles,
resulting in extensive damage
to the car park.
The blaze, which firefighters estimate reached temperatures of 600 to 1,000 degrees,
caused major structural

Investigation into use of
special-needs teachers

would necessitate some
clearing of the channel, but
not dredging. It would mainly
involve “removing obstructions and cutting back
vegetation”.
It is not intended that the
canal would be open to motor
cruisers that frequent the
nearby 50-berth Waterways
Ireland marina, but it would
be available to kayaks, canoes
and paddle boarders.
At about 150m long, the
canal is part of a network of
canals that was developed on
the former Rockingham
estate by the King family.
TIMO’BRIEN

YoungEntrepreneur

WarofIndependence

Drug company
founder wins
¤40,000 fund

Minister at service for RIC
and DMP men killed by IRA
Minister for Justice
Charlie Flanagan has
become the first Government minister to attend a
commemoration service
for policemen killed by the
IRA in the War of
Independence.
Mr Flanagan was a guest
at the annual interdenominational service for
members of the Royal Irish
Constabulary (RIC) and
the Dublin Metropolitan
Police (DMP) held at the
Church of St Paul of the
Cross in Mount Argus in
Dublin on Saturday.
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
was represented by his
aide-de-camp Comdt
Caroline Burke.
The names of 11 RIC and
four DMP men killed in
1919 during the first year of
the War of Independence
were read out.
Mr Flanagan said he
attended because the
policemen involved were

“doing their job. They
were murdered in the line
of duty.
“As they saw it, they
were protecting communities from harm. They were
maintaining the rule of
law. These are fundamental to police services
everywhere.”
The event was organised
by the Historical and
Reconciliation Police
(Harp) Society set up a
group of ex-gardaí to
remember the 640 RIC
and DMP men killed
between 1836 and 1922 of
whom 492 were killed
during the War of Independence, mostly by the
IRA.
Harp Society founder
Jim Herlihy said the
Minister’s presence was
“hugely significant” to the
families of policemen
killed in the War of Independence.
RONAN McGREEVY

The founder of a healthcare
company that develops
pharmaceutical cancer
treatments for children and
women has been named
Ireland’s Best Young
Entrepreneur for 2019.
Sharon Cunningham,
co-founder of Shorla
Pharma, was awarded the
top prize of an investment
fund worth ¤40,000 for
best start-up business at
yesterday’s awards ceremony at Google’s European
headquarters in Dublin.
Ms Cunningham, a
qualified chartered accountant from Waterford,
founded Shorla Pharma in
2018 with Orlaith Ryan to
help improve existing
treatments for children’s
and women’s cancers by
making them more
user-friendly. This included
the redevelopment of a
children’s cancer drug from
a hard-to-swallow capsule
into an oral solution.
The programme, which is
run by the network of local
enterprise offices in local
authorities nationwide and
supported by the Department of Business, and
Enterprise Ireland, attracted more than 1,600 applicants in 2019, with an
investment fund of ¤2
million. Some 186 entrants
secured investments of
¤3,000-¤15,000 each.
Other young entrepreneur finalists included
Martin O’Reilly of Output
Sports.
SORCHA POLLAK

■ Olwen Fouéré (above left)

was among the Irish actors on
the runway for Simone Rocha,
whose collection included
layered lace dresses (above
centre). Above: a ruffled dress
by Victoria Beckham.
BECKHAM PHOTOGRAPH: GETTY

cuit and camel shades, neutral
hues that highlighted shots of
colour in the ensembles.

An independent review is to
get under way into the model
of construction favoured by
the Department of Education
for schools following controversy over the structural safety of dozens of new buildings.
Minister for Education Joe
McHugh said the review
would examine the experiences of other countries that are
using the department’s design-and-build model of
school construction.
Design and build is a fasttracked construction model
that involves the prefabrication of some materials off-site.
The review arises from a
commitment given by Mr
McHugh after structural assessments last year raised concerns over the safety of dozens
of schools built by Western
Building Systems (WBS).
Mr McHugh said the international review would precede an independent review of

the department’s design-andbuild programme here.
He said this international review had been designed to ensure it did not prejudice legal
action initiated by the department against WBS and other
construction firms.
Remediation works have
been required in 39 schools
build by WBS in order to make
them safe, according to department figures. And 22 schools
built by WBS were identified
as requiring urgent repairs to
make them safe last year.
The review, by academics at
Technological University Dublin, is to be complete by the
end of the year and will involve
a desktop review of relevant reports and other sources.
WBS said the Minister’s decision was an acknowledgment “for the first time that
there is a systemic flaw in the
school-building programme”.
Mr McHugh said it followed
advice from the office of the Attorney General.

14

THE IRISH TIMES
Friday, January 10 , 2020

R2

Opinion&Analysis
Finn
McRedmond
Hollywood
A-listers have a
penchant for
hypocrisy

O

n Monday night comedian Ricky
Gervais – divisive at the best of
times – chastised a room packed
to the brim of Hollywood’s elite.
Hosting the Golden Globes award ceremony, he told them: “If you do win an award
tonight, don’t use it as a platform to make a
political speech. You’re in no position to

lecture the public about anything, you
know nothing about the real world.”
Gervais’s attack – levied at the growing
trend for celebrities to embark on political
lectures at award ceremonies – was met
with a sea of po-faced and thin-lipped
Hollywood stars, aghast that anyone might
question their right to hold forth on any

subject at any time.
Moments after Gervais made his views
clear to the lecturers with no lecturing
credentials to speak of, his point was
proven. Actor Michelle Williams took to
the stage – as if she spoke on behalf of all
American women – to talk about abortion.
Patricia Arquette approached the podium
to address the state of the nation: “In the
history books we will see a country on the
brink of war. The United States of America, a president tweeting out a threat of 52
bombs including cultural sites. Young
people risking their lives travelling across
the world. People not knowing if bombs
are going to drop on their kids’ heads and
the continent of Australia on fire . . .”
Authority
It is easy to tolerate these kinds of political
interventions from celebrities when we
agree with what they are saying. The
Hollywood elite are usually – if superficially – liberal, broadly centrist, moderate and
pro-environment. But the problem isn’t
the message, rather that the messengers
haven’t earned the authority to tell the
public what they should care about or who
they should vote for.
Gervais was keen to emphasise A-lister
hypocrisy. Referencing Apple’s pivot
towards streaming with the new drama The
Morning Show, he quipped that it was “a

superb drama about the importance of
dignity and doing the right thing, made by a
company that runs sweatshops in China”.
It is true that Hollywood has a special
penchant for hypocrisy. Kim Kardashian
tweeted a heartfelt message about the
realities of climate change, but flies
everywhere in a private plane. Kylie
Jenner, declaring her heartbreak at the
ongoing bushfires in Australia, once
chartered a jet for a make-up launch party.
Writers, directors and actors claim moral
high ground – as Gervais noted – while
lining the pockets of companies with
dubious moral practices.
But decrying the hypocrisy of stars –
while easy to do – misses the mark. Hypocrisy is neither new nor the worst thing in
the world. Rather we should be wary of
celebrities who claim the role of moral
arbiters, virtue signalling to those they
could not be more different from, and in
turn wary of those who endorse it.
That these stars possess staggering
privilege, with most having very little in the
way of regular life experience, is obvious.
Most don’t know what it’s like to be dependent on welfare, and certainly haven’t had to
worry about losing their livelihood via the
closure of a steel plant in Virginia.
And the phenomenon, becoming
increasingly commonplace, isn’t necessarily a new one – Frank Sinatra campaigned

‘‘

The difference between
Donald Trump and Patricia
Arquette is that Trump –
despite his litany of
character flaws and moral
failings – was elected

for Franklin Roosevelt in the 1940s. In the
secular West, as religion is beginning to
take a secondary role for a sizeable chunk
of people it seems a vacuum has emerged.
Where most people used to seek moral
guidance from religious tomes or religious
leaders, they now look elsewhere.
Celebrities have, then, kindly, stepped
up to the mark – aware of their influence
and more than happy to deploy it. But
though they wield some kind of moral
power, as a group they have no real moral
legitimacy. The difference between the
archbishop of Paris and Sean Penn is there
isn’t a coherent moral foundation supporting whatever Penn’s latest pet project is.
The difference between Donald Trump

and Patricia Arquette is that Trump –
despite his litany of character flaws and
moral failings – was elected.
Celebrities are useful cultural signifiers
when it comes to identifying trends,
whether a film is worth seeing or an album
worth listening to. Their role ends there.
But as the lines get blurred the lessons they
try to share with the world are granted
authority they don’t deserve.
It is hard to escape the conclusion that
celebrity intervention in our politics is
either alienating – Gary Lineker and
Patrick Stewart’s championing of remain
only entrenched the narrative that the
Brexit fight was one of the elite metropoles
versus the normal working people – or at
least, illustrative of how out of touch they
really are – for example, the glut of A-listers confidently endorsing Hillary Clinton
for her to lose the election anyway.
Of course, it is no surprise that A-listers
struggle to read the room in rural Ohio
from their Hollywood mansions. That’s
okay because it’s not their job – there are
plenty of people to do that quietly and
without recognition.
But the narcissism endemic to celebrities
who believe in a divinely ordained right to
lecture the public – often as a status marker,
proof they’re on the right side of history – is
patronising and more troubling than the
hypocrisy that so often underlies it.

Britain should
not forget War
of Independence
Ronan
McGreevy
Opinion
The policemen
Flanagan has sought
to commemorate
swore to uphold
British rule in Ireland

T

Greens show former fringe
now political mainstream
Derek Scally
Opinion
Polls show previously
unthinkable alliance with
CDU now a post-election
possibility

A

s public transport fans, Greens
across Europe have learned the
hard way that success is like
buses: nothing for ages, then two
at once. And this has been one of those
successful weeks, one many European
Greens have been waiting for longer than
a bus on a rainy Dublin evening.
First, in Vienna, Austria’s Greens made
history by entering federal government
for the first time – 34 years after winning
their first national parliamentary seats.
After a strong result in last year’s snap
general election, the Greens sensed a
historic opportunity and set aside deep
reserves to join forces with the conservative People’s Party (ÖVP) and its leader,
Sebastian Kurz.
Today in Germany, the Greens mark
the 40th anniversary of their founding
conference in January 1980, buoyed by
historic levels of support in opinion polls.
For months, all eight different polling
companies in Germany place Green
support between 20-23 per cent, making
them the second-largest political party. In
some polls they are just four points short
of Angela Merkel’s centre-right Christian
Democratic Union (CDU). And, as in
Austria, the next federal election –

■ Somali-born model and human rights campaigner Waris Dirie, Taoiseach Leo

Varadkar, Austrian chancellor Sebastian Kurz and opera ball organiser Maria
Grossbauer at the opening of the opera ball in 2018. Kurz’s conservative People’s
Party (ÖVP) is supported by the Greens. PHOTOGRAPH: AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
scheduled for next year – could bring a
previously unthinkable Green alliance
with their one-time ideological enemies in
the CDU.
Courtship
While the German Greens are a strong
rival to the CDU, the Austrian Greens are
in a position more comparable to the Irish
Greens after the 2007 general election.
There was a similarity in the post-election
courtship: an older, wily, power-obsessed
conservative admirer pursues the flushed
Green debutante across the political
parquet. There was a familiar echo of
Fianna Fáil, too, in some Austrian Greens’
concerns that they will be chewed up and
discredited by yielding to the charms of
the ÖVP.
As in Ireland in 2007, the Vienna
cabinet carve-up has left no doubts about

seniority, with ÖVP controlling finance,
defence, foreign and interior. And Austrian Green leader Werner Kogler admits a
calculated gamble with a party that not
only has very different views to the Greens
on borders, asylum and integration – but
also controls the responsible ministries.
Kogler hopes to even this out with a clear
Green stamp on transport, environment
and industrial policy.
Only time will tell if the meagre 20 per
cent policy overlap analysts see in the
parties’ programmes was enough to enter
office, or whether it was illusory to try and
protect climate and borders simultaneously.
Farther north, the German Greens
have come a long way since their first 1980
meeting of ex-student revolutionaries,
communists, Maoists, organic farmers
and disillusioned Social Democrats. They

entered the Bundestag in 1985, many
dressed in home-knits and dungarees,
prompting CDU chancellor Helmut Kohl
to tell his troops to “sit out” the Greens.
He also predicted the feuding fundamentalists would implode within two years.
Today Kohl is gone, the Greens are
entering middle age and, last year, left the
late unity chancellor spinning in his grave
when they overtook his party in polls for a
time as Germany’s most popular political
force.
Unlike the Austrians, the German
Greens already know the price of power.
Six months after entering federal office in
1998, Green foreign minister Joschka
Fischer braved party conference
paint-bombs and cries of “traitor” to win
Green backing for postwar Germany’s
first military deployment – with Nato
troops in Kosovo. That emotional baptism
of fire tempered the party’s metal and
strengthened its pragmatic “realo” wing
over its left-wing pacifists, an influence
visible today.
Diverse
As in Austria, the German Greens’
successful leadership duo Robert Habeck
and Annalena Baerbock refuse to place
their politics on a left-right spectrum.
They prefer instead to frame Green
policies as progressive, based on the idea
of an open, diverse, sustainable society.
Another change – reining in the Green
instinct to propose bans on everything –
has deprived their rivals of an effective
stick to beat them with.
For German Greens, their steady surge
in support merely suggests their progressive positions of yesterday are today’s
political mainstream. And for them the
Greta effect is less the trigger of a surge in
Green support than an expression of a
new Green reality. Austrian chancellor
Sebastian Kurz has embraced this new
reality, hoping to rebrand it sustainable
conservatism. Will Leo Varadkar, his
Vienna opera ball buddy, be next?
Derek Scally is the Irish Times Berlin
correspondent

he furore over the
proposed commemoration for the Royal Irish
Constabulary (RIC)
and Dublin Metropolitan
Police (DMP) is a reminder of
that old adage that “no good
deed goes unpunished”.
Minister for Justice Charlie
Flanagan has discovered that
attempting to commemorate
the tens of thousands of Irish
men who served in both police
forces had unintended consequences.
While many are busy
debating who should and who
should not be commemorated,
one salient point has been
missed – where is Britain in all
of this?
Hundreds of RIC and DMP
members died in the War of
Independence – ostracised,
despised and subsequently
forgotten. They were joined in
death by the Black and Tans
and Auxiliaries, working-class
lads and toffs alike from
Britain, who knew nothing
about Ireland and cared less.
They killed and were killed in
the service of Britain.
Throughout this Decade of
Centenaries we have been
exhorted to show maturity
about our complicated history.
But Britain has the same
obligation.
We are not the only country
that suffers from what the
historian FX Martin called
“historical amnesia”. Britain is
assiduous in remembering its
role in the two world wars.
It is not so diligent in
remembering its dirty little
wars , like the Irish War of
Independence.
Troubledlegacy
Professor Sir Hew Strachan, a
member of the British government’s advisory committee on
commemorations, said last
year that some of the historians
wanted to extend its commemoration programme beyond the
centenary of the first World
War to include the postwar
period and Britain’s troubled
legacy in India and Ireland.
“We never got as far as
Ireland. There are issues that
are potentially instructive
about the complexity of war
and peace. Ireland exposes all
of that. I think they [the British
government] will find it
difficult because it is politically
difficult for them today,” he
said
It is understandable that
Britain does not want to
remember the War of Independence. Even at the time the
Black and Tans and Auxiliaries
were an embarrassment.

Clementine Churchill admonished her husband Winston
Churchill who sent them to
Ireland in these terms: “It
always makes me unhappy and
disappointed when I see you
take for granted that the rough
iron-fisted ‘Hunnish’ way will
prevail.”
It is striking during this
period how far Britain fell short
of its self-appointed standards
as a bulwark of freedom and
democracy in the immediate
aftermath of a world war in
which hundreds of thousands
of its finest men, including
thousands of Irish men, died for
the same ideals.
In September 1919 the
banning of Dáil Éireann,
democratically elected by the
people of Ireland in the 1918
British general election, was
an affront to the values of the
mother of all parliaments.
Britain is aware of the
lengths the Irish Government
and, by extension the Irish
people, have gone to make this
Decade of Centenaries an
inclusive affair. The postponement of the commemoration
event in Dublin Castle now
gives it the opportunity to take
the lead.
Praised
Boris Johnson praised the 1916
commemorations when he
was British foreign secretary,
particularly the event in
Grangegorman to remember
the British soldiers who died in
the Easter Rising.
It was, an example, he said
of an “abiding sense of reconciliation”. He pledged the British
government would give “any
assistance that may be needed
for any centenary events in
2017 and beyond”.
If he means what he says,
there are a few things he could
do. Before the centenary of the
Truce in July next year, the
British government could
organise a commemoration
for all those who died in the
Irish War of Independence
including the IRA – held not in
Ireland, which is out of sight
and out of mind for most
British people, but in London.
This could be accompanied by
some expression of regret for
what happened 100 years ago,
even if it cannot bring itself to
apologise. It didn’t apologise
to the Indian people on the
centenary of the Amritsar
massacre last year.
Comments by David
Cameron in 2010 about Bloody
Sunday provide a template.Cameron eschewed the
false choice that in order to
defend Britain’s armed forces,
you have to defend everything
they do.
“I am deeply patriotic. I
never want to believe anything
bad about our country,” he
said then. “I never want to call
into question the behaviour of
our soldiers and our army, who
I believe to be the finest in the
world . . . but the conclusions of
this report are absolutely
clear. There is no doubt, there
is nothing equivocal, there are
no ambiguities. What happened on Bloody Sunday was
both unjustified and unjustifiable. It was wrong.”
What happened in Ireland
100 years ago was also unjustified and unjustifiable. Britain
should not forget.
Ronan McGreevy is an Irish
Times journalist and the
editor of Centenary, Ireland
Remembers 1916

