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IRELAND’S HOMELESS HELL

Leo, I’m 
pregnant 
and  
living 
in a tent
Cassie, 29, challenges Taoiseach two days before General Election

PARK
PLIGHT
Mum-to-be 
Cassie Murphy 
lives in Dublin’s 
Phoenix Park

voters turf out Fine Gael or hand 
them another term in office, she 
said: “I would love Leo Varadkar to 
come out here for one night and see 
how he gets on.

“I’m worried that the baby won’t 
survive.”

She has been living with her 
partner in a freezing tent in Dublin’s 
Phoenix Park for the last five 
months after being told by the city 

A PREGNANT woman living in 
a flimsy tent has challenged 
Leo Varadkar to experience her 
homeless hell.

As she made the pre-election 
plea to the Taoiseach, distressed 
Cassie Murphy, 29, told of her fears 
for her baby which is due in May. 

With just two days to go before 

 EXCLUSIVE
BY TREVOR QUINN

TURN TO PAGE 4

PRESSURE  Varadkar yesterday

TURN TO PAGE 8

BY CHRISTOPHER BUCKTIN
HOLLYWOOD legend Kirk Douglas,  
one of the first box office stars of  
the silver screen, has died aged 103. 

The Spartacus actor, left, patriarch of 

Spartacus legend Kirk 
Douglas dies aged 103
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 A
n average audience of 

658,000 w
atched Tuesday’s 

Prim
e Tim

e leaders’ debate.
M

ore than one m
illion people tuned 

in at som
e point – over half the people 

w
atching TV in Ireland at the tim

e.
M

any view
ers praised m

oderators 
M

iriam
 O

 Callaghan and David 
M

cCullough w
hose sidew

ays glances to 
cam

era w
ere a social m

edia hit.

y
 The Ireland-Palestine Solidarity 
Cam

paign has w
elcom

ed the 
support of m

ore than 130
 

General Election candidates for a 
series of pledges supporting justice for 
the Palestinian people.

These include backing a ban on 
trade w

ith Israeli settlem
ents in 

Palestine and an end to the Irish arm
s 

trade w
ith Israel.

y
 Fine Gael has pledged to close 
the gender pay gap and 
advance the equality agenda.

Leo Varadkar said: “Ireland has 
com

e a long w
ay. N

ot only has the 
econom

y com
pletely changed, but 

Ireland’s social landscape has as w
ell.

“W
e w

ant to do m
ore, particularly in 

relation to equality and closing the 
gender pay gap.”

y
 The Social Dem

ocrats have 
pledged to develop designated 
housing for older people.

The party launched its policy at a 
council-ow

ned facility in Glasnevin, 
N

orth Dublin, w
hich it called a 

blueprint for its plans.
It includes purpose-built hom

es and 
an on-site day centre, w

hich offers 
m

eals, activities and personal support.

y
 Fianna Fail health spokesm

an 
Stephen Donnelly accused the 
Taoiseach of “m

oving the 
goalposts on overcrow

ding and 
hospital waiting lists”.

H
e said: “Leo Varadkar has spent 

nine years in Cabinet flip-flopping on 
acceptable safety standards in our 
health services. H

e has m
ade a litany 

of prom
ises to patients and m

edical 
professionals, each of w

hich has been 
broken to a spectacular extent.”

y
 RTE has defended M

iriam
 

O
’Callaghan after online trolls 

said she should not have 
co-presented the leaders’ debate 
because her brother is a TD.

The Prim
e Tim

e presenter is the 
sister of Fianna Fail’s Jim

 
O

’Callaghan, w
ho is seeking to get 

re-elected in Dublin Bay South.
A

 spokesw
om

an said RTE was 
“entirely satisfied” the m

oderators 
w

ere “fair and im
partial”.

y
 Fianna Fail candidate W

illie 
O

’Dea said pensioners w
ill not 

lose out under proposals 
being put forward by his party w

hich 
w

ill ensure “fairness”.
H

e added: “Fianna Fail has a strong 
record on supporting older people.

“I want to be very clear on this – if 
given the opportunity to be in 
Governm

ent those aged 65 and over 
w

ill not be financially disadvantaged 
under our proposals.”

the lives of her and her fam
ily by 

“putting a slur on Paul’s nam
e, calling 

him
 a crim

inal”.
She added: “I w

ould like C
onor 

M
urphy to stand dow

n.
“But if he com

es out, gets justice for 
Paul and tells the gardai and PSN

I the 
nam

es of the people he spoke to, and 
w

e see the people w
ho m

urdered Paul 
up in court and in jail, then Conor 
M

urphy w
ill be entitled to stay in his 

position.
“W

e live in hope every day, it’s the 
only thing keeps us going.”

M
r Q

uinn, from
 Cullyhanna, Co 

Arm
agh, w

as beaten to death by an 
IRA gang in a barn. 

H
is attackers, using iron 

had been involved in crim
inality and 

called for anyone w
ith inform

ation to 
bring it to the G

arda or the PSN
I.

But the victim
’s m

um
 Breege called 

on him
 to resign. She said M

r 
M

urphy’s com
m

ents had destroyed 

BY FERGHA
L BLA

NEY
  

Political Correspondent

SIN
N

 Fein’s Conor M
urphy w

as 
yesterday forced to say sorry for 
claim

ing IR
A

 victim
 Paul Q

uinn 
w

as a fuel-sm
uggling crim

inal.
The N

orthern finance m
inister 

issued an “unreserved apology” on TV 
last night after the row

 over his 
com

m
ents threatened to derail his 

party’s G
eneral Election cam

paign.
H

is claim
s, shortly after the 

barbaric m
urder in Co M

onaghan in 
2007, put leader M

ary Lou M
cD

onald 
under serious pressure during  
Tuesday’s live leaders’ debate.

M
r M

urphy yesterday apologised 
for alleging the 21-year-old 

MURPHY: I’
Sinn Fein man 
issues apology 
for comments 
over murder 
of Paul Quinn

‘The Taoiseach 
has failed us’

scan, said: “In the hospital the 
social w

orker said there’s not a lot 
w

e can do until the baby’s here.
“They said once that happens 

w
e’ll m

ore than likely get a B&
B or 

a hub.”
Cassie w

as recently diagnosed  
as a diabetic and takes insulin 
injections five tim

es a day along 
w

ith tablets.
Feed O

ur H
om

eless chief Tony 
W

alsh contacted the D
RH

E-led 
D

ublin Region A
ssertive Street 

O
utreach Service, operated by 

D
ublin Sim

on Com
m

unity.
H

e said he w
as told there w

ere no 
couple’s beds and described the 
conditions as unsafe, adding: “I’m

 
calling on the D

RH
E to m

ake 
couple’s beds readily available over 
the freephone system

.”
A D

ublin Sim
on spokesw

om
an 

said: “Contact w
as m

ade but w
e 

w
ere not m

ade fully aw
are of the 

situation. A
ccom

m
odation has 

been provided to the couple.”
A D

RH
E spokesw

om
an added 

last night: “I can confirm
 this 

couple w
ere offered em

ergency 
accom

m
odation 

w
hen 

they 
recently presented to hom

eless 
services, but did not w

ish to take 
up this offer. They have since been 
offered alternative em

ergency 
accom

m
odation and have accepted 

this offer.”
Across the country, the latest 

figures show
 9,731 people, including 

3,422 children, are hom
eless.

news@
irishm

irror.ie
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council-led D
ublin Region H

om
e-

less Executive they w
ould have to 

w
ait 12 m

onths for a couple’s bed.
The m

um
-to-be, w

ho has been in 
the park w

ith partner Christopher 
Evans since August after being told 
their €1,350-a-m

onth apartm
ent 

w
as to be sold, held a scan of her 

baby and added: “It’s a boy.  But it’s 
a big fear that w

e’ll have to stay 
here.

“I definitely think the G
overn-

m
ent have failed us. They’re not 

doing anything for the hom
eless.”

Cassie, from
 Coolock, 

N
orth D

ublin, appealed to 
the D

RH
E for a safe bed.

She said: “They need to 
do som

ething. I’m
 really 

anxious and I’d be too 
scared to go into the em

er-
gency hostels.

“But I’m
 afraid som

eone 
is going to throw

 petrol 
over m

e or burn m
e here, 

or that I’m
 going to be 

stabbed. It’s alw
ays in the 

back of m
y head. I don’t feel safe.”

The couple w
ent to the council’s 

hom
eless service at Parkgate H

all 
on Tuesday but w

ere told it w
ould 

be a year before they could get a 
couple’s bed. 

Cassie added: “I even said to 
them

 I’m
 supposed to be brought 

in at the end of M
ay for a section, 

but sure w
here am

 I going to bring 
a baby back to?”

The D
ubliner, w

ho attends the 
Rotunda every tw

o w
eeks for a 

FROM
 PA

GE ON
E

I’m
 afraid 

som
eone 

is going 
to burn 
m

e here
CASSIE MURPHY 
DUBLIN YESTERDAY

SUPPORT  Cassie 
w

ith Tony W
alsh

CRUEL  Tent w
here 

Cassie and partner live

PRESSURE M
r M

urphy & M
s M

cDonald
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apology.  It’s sincerely m
ade and I hope 

and I trust the Q
uinn fam

ily w
ill get 

som
e m

easure of com
fort from

 that.”
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said: “You 

know
 this is a m

other w
ho’s still 

grieving, grieving for her son w
ho w

as 
brutally killed at the age of 21, he’d be 
34 today. She’s looking for answ

ers, 
looking for truth, looking for justice. I 
believe she’s entitled to that.” 

Fianna Fail leader M
icheal M

artin 
called on M

r M
urphy to go further.

H
e added: “It w

as less than a full 
apology, it w

as qualified.
“H

e needs to go to the police and 
tell them

 w
hat he know

s.”
news@

irishm
irror.ie

it to the G
arda or the 

PSN
I. I very m

uch regret 
com

m
ents I m

ade in 
the afterm

ath of Paul’s 
m

urder w
hich have 

added to the grief felt by 
the Q

uinn fam
ily.

“I apologise for those 
rem

arks and I unreserv-
edly w

ithdraw
 them

.
“O

nce again I offer to 
m

eet the Q
uinn fam

ily 
at a tim

e and place of 
their convenience.”
M

s M
cD

onald accepted 
this statem

ent and said: 
“Conor w

on’t be stepping 
dow

n. H
e has m

ade an 

w
here M

r M
urphy said: “Paul 

Q
uinn w

as involved in 
sm

uggling and crim
inality.”

The Sinn Fein leader 
responded that she had 
spoken to M

r M
urphy, his 

com
m

ents w
ere w

rong and 
that he w

ould apologise.
H

e did this yesterday w
hen 

he said he “consistently and 
unreservedly” condem

ned 
the brutal m

urder.
H

e added: “Those w
ho 

m
urdered him

 are crim
inals 

and need to be brought to 
justice. I repeat m

y call on 
anyone w

ith any inform
a-

tion on his m
urder to bring 

bars and cudgels, broke every bone in 
his body below

 his neck after he had 
a row

 w
ith the son of a senior IRA 

com
m

ander in South Arm
agh.

N
o one has ever been charged w

ith 
the m

urder.
At the tim

e M
r M

urphy told BBC 
N

ew
s he believed M

r Q
uinn had been 

involved in fuel sm
uggling and 

crim
inality.

M
s M

cD
onald first told RTE’s Bryan 

D
obson on M

onday night she didn’t 
think M

r M
urphy had alleged that.

She w
as asked about the issue again 

at the m
ain leaders’ debate the next 

night by M
iriam

 O’Callaghan.
M

s O’Callaghan w
as able to produce 

a verified quote from
 N

ovem
ber 2007 

MURPHY: I’M SORRY

A
 CA

N
DIDATE w

ho died earlier this 
w

eek w
ill be laid to rest today.

Independent M
arese Skehan 

passed aw
ay at her hom

e in Thurles, 
Co Tipperary, on M

onday m
orning.

Polling in Tipperary w
as suspended 

as a result.
The hom

e help co-ordinator, w
ho 

w
as aged in her 60s, w

as w
ell know

n 
in the area as a strong w

om
en’s rights 

advocate.
M

s Skehan’s funeral w
ill be take 

place today in H
ugh Ryan’s Funeral 

H
om

e at 10am
 w

ith burial afterw
ards 

in St Patrick’s Cem
etery, Thurles.

LA
BO

U
R yesterday honed its General 

Election m
essage by focusing on 

three top priorities. 
They are building houses, fixing the 

health service and stam
ping out 

Governm
ent overspending on public 

infrastructure such as the N
ational 

Children’s H
ospital.

Leader Brendan H
ow

lin said the 
party is proposing “real solutions that 
are practical, costed and 
im

plem
entable”.

H
e added: “Labour has been clear, 

honest and straightforw
ard in our 

vision for a fairer Ireland.”

A
 CO

RK South-Central candidate 
w

ants to build a new
 shopping centre 

in the city w
ith a 10,000-seat stadium

 
on the roof.

Independent hopeful John 
Donohoe’s am

bitious idea w
ould see a 

M
onaco-like transform

ation w
here 

the Stade Louis II in M
onte Carlo has 

hosted Cham
pions League gam

es 
w

ith crow
ds of 18,000.

H
e said: “A

 sim
ilar project w

as 
rejected in Dublin.

“H
ow

ever, I see no reason w
hy this 

can’t be undertaken in Cork city or on 
the outskirts.”

Labour plan for 
a ‘fairer Ireland’

Tragic candidate 
funeral service 

Monaco-style 
stadium pledge

Fianna Fail ‘are 
best for Brexit’
FIA

N
N

A
 Fail leader M

icheal M
artin has 

insisted his party has the candidates 
to lead Ireland through the next round 
of Brexit negotiations.

H
e defended his candidates after 

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said his 
“Brexit team

” – including Sim
on 

Coveney and H
elen M

cEntee – should 
rem

ain in place.
M

r M
artin said: “I don’t buy that 

som
ehow

 Fine Gael are incredibly 
superior beings and everyone else is 
of an inferior quality.”

H
e added Sinn Fein policies do not 

“hang together on a lot of fronts”.

TORN A
PA

RT   
Paul Quinn and 

his m
um

 Breege

UTTER 
DISGRACE
Cassie M

urphy 
and Christopher 
Evans in tent in 
Phoenix Park
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record homeless     crowds shut soup kitchen

Hunger sHames

»» 650 people queue for  
grub in street including  
women pushing prams

»» They are among the 
thousands left behind by 
this cruel FG government

Sundays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days outside the Bank of Ireland on 
College Green in the capital.

Mr Walsh said: “We went 
through at least eight or nine 
massive hot pots of food, every-
thing is gone. I’ve taken from all of 
our charity partners, the likes of 
Tesco, Food Cloud, that’s all gone.

“I’ve never in the three years 
since we set up the charity seen the 
amount of people that we’ve had 
on [Sunday] night.”

The total number of men, 
women and children in emergency 
accommodation now stands at 
10,448, figures released for 
November 2019 by the Depart-
ment of Housing state.

A breakdown of the shameful 
tally also revealed 3,752 children 

seeing tonight and noticing is the 
number of children and the 
number of old people that have 
been here. 

“There was a large number of 
elderly people and several young 
kids too.

“We’ve never ever had to shut 
the food station up before 9pm but 
tonight was seriously busy.” 

The service operates  on 

a 30% jump in the number of 
elderly people availing of their 
service in recent months.

Chief Tony Walsh said on 
Sunday the group was forced to go 
back to one of its charity partners 
Tesco twice for more than 40 tins 
of soup but that was snapped up 
almost immediately too.

He added: “It’s been 
mental. What I’m after 

A chArity soup kitchen 
which dealt with record crowds 
of 650 people ran out of food 
half-way through their service 
for the first time.

Feed Our Homeless said there 
was unprecedented demand from 
families, children, couples and 
individuals and their supplies 
were gone by 9pm on Sunday.

The Dublin organisation 
offers food, hot drinks and 
clothing to adults and kids in 
emergency accommodation 
and rough sleepers from 7pm 
until 10.30pm.

It estimates it has seen 

 exclusive
By TREVOR QUINN

we’ve never had to shut the 
food station before 9pm but 
sunday was seriously busy
    feed our homeless chief tony walsh  yesterday

cONcERN  Tony Walsh 

provider
Mum waits for food with her baby

supplies
Range of food being prepared
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Two issues 
will decide 
the election

Violent crime 
is real scourge

Tooth hurts..

With the news the General Election will 
be on February 8 the people will get to 
choose which parties, or party, will run the 
country for the next five years.

The decision to go to the polls on a Saturday 
is controversial but it may be the right one  
as many of our EU neighbours hold their 
ballots at the weekend.

On the face of it Fine Gael would probably 
be the favourite to return with the most seats 
but Fianna Fail has been gaining ground in 
recent months and there is now very little 
between the two main parties.

While the economy appears to be going from 
strength to strength and the Government 
boasts of full employment, there are many in 
the country who are not feeling the benefit of 
the supposed economic upturn.

Fine Gael’s Achilles’ heel, or rather heels, is 
the two H’s… housing and health.

Our hospitals are a complete and utter  
shambles and the situation is getting worse  
by the week while the homelessness crisis 
continues to deepen.

The Taoiseach acknowledged yesterday his 
Government hasn’t done enough and the 650 
homeless people who turned up at a soup 
kitchen which ran out of food last Sunday night 
will not disagree with him.

It is now up to the people to decide if the 
current government continues in office or if 
others will do a better job.

thE discovery of body parts in Dublin and 
the shooting of an innocent taxi driver in 
Drogheda on Monday night has highlighted 
the scourge of serious organised crime.

A group of youths found human limbs in a 
bag in Coolock during an incident which has 
left people sick to the pit of their stomachs.

Meanwhile, John Myles was shot in the back 
during a murderous Co Louth gang feud where 
the intended target is a suspected key figure in 
one of the rival drug factions in Drogheda.

The issue of serious crime and policing will 
surely be a major talking point when politicians 
come canvassing ahead of the election.

DWtS host Jennifer Zamparelli was in 
floods of tears after her kids got hurt.

One of them lost a tooth and the other broke 
her elbow.

Sounds more like Holby City than Dancing 
With The Stars.

high demand
People queue in Dublin’s College Green on Sunday

long wait
Hundreds are forced to take donations

record homeless     crowds shut soup kitchen

Hunger sHames

nightly outreach team who 
bring food, hot drinks, 
clothing and sanitation 
packs to up to 150 
rough sleepers in the 
city, parks and along 
canals on a nightly 

basis.
Th e group,  w hich 

receives no Government 
funding, provides meals to 
more than 1,500 homeless 
people on a weekly basis.

It has consistently warned  
it fears plummeting tempera-
tures will lead to deaths on the 
streets during the winter.

Mr Walsh said his teams provide 
the basic supplies to help people 
get through the night.

news@irishmirror.ie

any more families, couples  
and individuals entering into  
homelessness.

“It’s very sad to see week after 
week elderly people and young 
children particularly stand in a 
queue waiting for hot food and 
support.”

Homeless figures fell slightly in 
November but remain above the 
10,000 mark for the 10th month  
in a row.

Feed Our Homeless also has a 

did not have a place to call 
home at the end of last 
year.

Mr Walsh, who has urged 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar to 
declare a national emer-
gency over the crisis, added: 
“[Sunday] night was off the 
scale. We had a huge volume of 
elderly people and young children 
waiting for support when we set 
up at 7pm.

“This is the first time we’ve ever 
had to close up the food station 
due to the massive queues of 
people lining up in the freezing 
cold for hot food and support from 
the team.

“Our housing crisis is in turmoil 
and it’s very clear to see that a  
lot more must be done to prevent 

10k
Number of people who 
are living in emergency 
accommodation here

30%
Rise in number of 
elderly people who are 
using the soup kitchen

DMEEIR
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broken PromiSeS  Leo Varadkar

9 Wasted Years 
is better slogan 
for Leo’s party
Comment
By PAT FLAnAGAn

SO now we know, the Fine Gael slogan 
for the upcoming election is “A Future 
To Look Forward To.” A more truthful 
one might be “Nine Wasted years”.

Well, if the party’s past performance 
is anything to go by the future holds 
another half decade of health service 
and housing hell.

Just imagine Eoghan Murphy coming 
out with his hard hat telling us the 
number of people without a home has 
risen again.

How can we face another five years of 
Simple Simon Harris spouting about his 
brilliant plans for the health service as 
the number waiting on treatment 
approaches the one million mark?

Imagine more massive hospital 
waiting lists where the A&Es in the  
likes of Limerick and Cork are so 
overcrowded they at times resemble 
medical facilities dealing with casualties 
from an armed conflict.

scandal
And is Fine Gael really asking the 

public to look forward to a future where 
an entire generation of disenfranchised 
young people will be precluded from 
ever owning their own home?

As for promises, this is the party 
whose former leader pledged he would 
“end the scandal of patients on trolleys”. 
It instead quadrupled them.

The message is beware of Fine Gael 
slogans. Unelected Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar became party leader with one 
which was a complete and utter lie.

Remember his infamous “Welfare 
cheats cheat us all” poster? Well this 
was an absolute untruth. 

Of the 14,800 reports of suspected 
social welfare fraud received and dealt 
with in 2018, just 177 – or 0.01% – of 
cases were brought forward.

Fine Gael is also spending millions of 
our money fighting a court case to 
prevent Apple paying us €14billion in 
back tax which the European 
Commission has ruled is owed to us.

Just think of how many of what we 
once called council houses could have 
been built with that. If each unit cost up 
to €300,000, it’s close to 50,000.

But no, the Irish equivalent of the 
Tories would rather go the Thatcherite 
route and leave it to the private sector.



€1.40
FRIDAY  

DECEMBER 13, 2019

irishmirror.ie – FIRST FOR BREAKING NEWS

NO HOMES, NO HOPE...

Merry Xmas 
from Ireland
Despair of vulnerable living on the streets with -3C freeze on way

THESE harrowing pictures lay bare 
the reality of Christmas in Ireland. 

Deprived of a roof over their heads, the 
poor sleep under public benches and 
take refuge in freezing parks nationwide. 

Vulnerable men and women will 
shiver in damp sleeping bags and  
flimsy tents as temperatures plunge to 
-3C tonight.

Homeless Stacey Joyce, 32, said: “It’s 
getting too dangerous. There won’t be a 
Christmas for us.”

FULL STORY: PAGES 4&5

 EXCLUSIVE
BY TREVOR QUINN

A COLD 
COMFORT
Volunteer 
helps rough 
sleepers  
in Dublin

HELPING HAND  
Mirrorman Trevor  
with James Grant

CHAT  Tony 
Walsh with 
Stacey Joyce

SUPPORT  
Volunteers 
offer food

BRITS 
BACK 
BORIS 

SEE PAGES 12&13
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NO HOME, NO HOPE: THE HARSH      

FACES OF
DESPAIR

THESE are the desperate faces of 
Ireland’s homeless battling to  
survive the freezing cold in the  
run-up to Christmas.

Hundreds of men and women shiver 
in damp sleeping bags, flimsy tents and 
even the open air as temperatures plunge 
to -3C tonight.

It’s a scene that will be repeated in 
Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Galway and 
major towns. 

In the greater Dublin area 
alone, volunteers say there 
are up to 200 rough 
sleepers.

As Ireland battens 
down the hatches this 
weekend ahead of an 
Atlantic storm with 

110km winds and snow in some areas, 
charity workers fear there will be deaths.

The Irish Mirror joined the Feed Our 
Homeless nightly outreach service in 
Dublin as its leader Tony Walsh and 
two volunteers helped 122 people.

Stacey Joyce, 32, and her 34-year-old 
friend Mary Lynch, who has pneu-
monia, told how they had been “crying 
all day”. They share a tiny tent with their 
partners. Stacey, homeless since 2016 

and suffering from a chest infection, said: 
“If I was even given a 24-hour bed in a 
hostel on my own I’d go into it just to be 
out of the cold and off the street. It’s 
getting too dangerous. There won’t be a 
Christmas for us.

“I ended up homeless when my  
relationship ended and then I had a 
breakdown and I lost my house.

“Myself and Mary saw a doctor two 
days ago and he said she has pneumonia 

and she’s on steroids and antibiotics.” 
Mary, homeless for three years since her 
mum and dad died, added: “It’s freezing 
and we’re due a big storm and terrible 
weather now as well.”

Tony and volunteers Paul Berigan and 
Griffith O’Keefe criss-crossed the city, 
helping dozens of people on streets, in 
parks, canals and in emergency rooms.

The rough sleepers are just the tip of 
the iceberg in a crisis that has left 10,514 
people, including 3,826 kids, without a 
permanent roof over their heads. But 
they are the ones most at risk.

In the bitter cold between 11pm and 
4am on Tuesday night we encountered :

 ■A woman in her 20s living alone in the 
Phoenix Park who was found three weeks 
ago “crawling on her hands and knees”

 ■A 69-year-old man covered in card-
board outside a HSE building

 ■ James Grant, 36, living in a tent in the 

 » Homeless people brave 
freezing temperatures

 » Team of volunteers bring  
food, hot drinks and shelter

There’s a fear we’ll probably 
have another death on the 
streets before Christmas
                  TONY WALSH   DUBLIN YESTERDAY
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FRONTLINE  Mirror 
man Trevor with 
James Grant

DESTITUTE Volunteers 
help homeless people 

CARING  Tony and 
volunteer Grif O’Keeffe 
check on man in Dublin

DESPERATE  
Man tries to 
rest on chairs

APPALLING  Man 
is sheltered only 
by cardboard

LIFELINE Feed Our 
Homeless chief Tony 
Walsh yesterday
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      REALITY OF LIFE ON OUR STREETS      
BY IAN MANGAN
ONLINE shoppers can help tackle 
homelessness by downloading a free app.

GiveBack.ie wants 10,000 downloads to raise 
funds for Inner City Helping Homeless. It 
features a passive donation function that raises 
funds on behalf of the consumer as they shop 

online. Donations of between 1 cent and 10 cent 
are automatically made by retailers on behalf 
of the consumer – an average of €60 annually.

Celebrities including Film Director Jim 
Sheridan and MTV Presenter Laura Whitmore 
have lent their support. 

Co-founder James Gallagher said: “We are 

calling on shoppers everywhere to download 
GiveBack.ie to help us achieve our target.

“Through GiveBack.ie consumers don’t need 
to dig into their pockets, as retailers make 
donations on their behalf. Up to 10% of your 
purchases with our supported retailers go 
directly to our charity partner ICHH.”

BY AILBHE DALY
A €51MILLION deal will 
create 250 new social 
houses next year.

Circle Voluntary Housing 
Association has agreed an 
investment package which 
will provide social and 
affordable housing for 
families across the country. 

The finance package, 
structured by Centrus and 
funded by AIB, provides 
the housing association 
with a three-part loan, over 
a 30-year period. 

Circle VHA chief John 
Hannigan said: “We are 
absolutely delighted with 
this historic agreement 
which has ultimately 
safeguarded our passage 
to delivering over 250 
homes for social housing 
across the country. 

“This innovative 
partnership approach is 
what is needed to solve the 
housing crisis and with our 
30-year agreement and 
our existing structures, we 
estimate we will be able to 
bring around 300 social 
houses to the market  
each year.”

MORE than 280 people will 
help out at a special 
Christmas Day dinner for 
Dublin’s homeless.

The volunteers have 
registered to attend the 
95th dinner, hosted by the 
Knights of St Columbanus.

St Vincent de Paul, 
Simon, Alone, Age Action, 
Dublin City Council and 
other charity groups who 
provide transport, 
volunteers will provide up 
to 3,000 takeaway meals 
and “goody bags”. 

Eugene Collins & Bro. 
Kevin Crowley of the 
Capuchin Day Centre 
Dublin said: “They don’t 
provide not just food but 
also comfort and hope to 
those who need it most on 
such a special day.” 

Phoenix Park after his life spiralled out of 
control when his mum and brother died 
suddenly

 ■Paddy, in his 70s, homeless for more 
than three years and sleeping in an  
open tent – so he can hear anybody 
approaching – in Fairview

 ■  A dozen homeless people sleeping at 
the Mater Hospital and St James’s 
Hospital – many registering with 
phantom illneses in order to stay, and

 ■Larry Maughan, 37, sleeping on a 
bench overlooking the Grand Canal for 
four months.

FOH provided hot drinks, sleeping 
bags, clothes, food and toiletries and said 
they would give them a second tent by 
the morning.

Tony and the two volunteers made 
more than 30 different stops in their two 
vans within five hours. Speaking about 
the woman in the Phoenix Park, Tony 

said: “She was like a scared cat. I couldn’t 
believe it. I went down to the volunteers 
and I came back and she was hiding, she 
wouldn’t come out to us.

“She had the clothes on her back, but 
that was it. And she had no tent, no 
sleeping bag, nothing, and she was 
sleeping on the grass. It was bitter cold.

Tony said many homeless are afraid to 
go into the hostels because of rampant 
drug use and violence. Dubliner Tony, 

who insists one-night only beds should 
be abolished, added: “I’m calling on 
Dublin City Council and the relevant 
authorities to urgently take action and 
make the hostels safer.

“Homeless people need somewhere 
secure they can sleep out of the cold 
where they’re engaging with services.

“There’s a fear now we’ll probably  
have another death or deaths on the 
streets before Christmas.” Meanwhile, 

James Grant, 36, in a tent in the  
Phoenix Park, added: “I’m here about  
five months.

“At the moment it’s so dangerous in the 
hostels where there’s loads of people that 
I call zombies walking around.

“It was just hard and I’ve just got out 
of hospital. Life is hard enough and I’m 
glad when Tony comes out to me.”

All of the rough sleepers praised the 
FOH volunteers, saying they wouldn’t 
survive without them.

Meanwhile, Joe, 39, who recently 
lapsed back into drugs, said: “I did a 
12-month recovery programme and I 
worked as a hostel staff member. 

“But I started doing crack and tablets, 
which never was me because it was 
there. The last three days I’m back 
sleeping out because I won’t stay there.”
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Shoppers asked if they’re app to challenge of help

€51m deal to 
build 250 
new houses

People give 
their time for 
festive meal 

BACKING  Laura Whitmore

JOY  John Hannigan

I ended up homeless when 
my relationship ended, I had a 
breakdown and lost my house
STACEY JOYCE  PHOENIX PARK

HORRIFIC  Person under a bench is helped by the volunteers VITAL  Grif’s sarnies

REACHING OUT
Stacey Joyce talks to  
Tony Walsh in Dublin
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