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WAS
I FIT
TO BE
RAPED?

By ALISON O’REILLY

A WOMAN today tells of
her anger at her rapist
grandad being set free
due to his dementia.

Evil sicko Christopher
Redmond, 75, had his
conviction for abusing
Leanne Murphy, 24, as
a child quashed this
week as judges deemed
him “unfit for trial”.

But furious Leanne
last night said: “Was I

fit to be raped?
No I wasn’t.”
Full Story — P6&7

Abuse . . Leanne, top 
now, and with her 
grandad as a child
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I couldn’t shake 
it, I would drink 
myself to near 
death, I couldn’t 
wash myself 
clean enoughclean enoughclean enoughclean enoughclean enoughclean enoughclean enoughclean enough
LEANNE SLAMS JUSTICE SYSTEM

By ALISON O’REILLY

A BRAVE woman whose
grandad had his conviction
for raping her as a kid
quashed because of his
dementia has told how his
years of abuse led to her
self-harming and nearly
drinking herself to death.

Sex fiend Christopher
Redmond, 75, was freed on
Monday after the Court of
Appeal said he was unfit to
stand trial more than a year
ago when he was found to
have a severe form of dementia
“with no prospect of recovery”.

The evil OAP, of Finglas in
Dublin, was taken from the
Midlands Prison that morning and
brought to the Central Criminal
Court where he was released and
collected by two of his sons.

But devastated Leanne Murphy,
24, who was in court for the short
hearing, said she was “shocked
beyond belief” that he was released,
and told how his sick abuse made
her life a misery.

She said: “I had anorexia, I
self-harmed. The amount of flaws
and trauma I have and go through.
Where is my closure? Where do I
get free of this prison?

“I never wanted anyone touching
me, I was always afraid and when
I had my first relationship and I
got intimate then I knew it was
wrong. I began to realise. I couldn’t
get it out of my head. I always had
nightmares over it all.

“Everything I did I couldn’t shake
it all, I began to drink and I would
drink myself into near death
experiences. I was broken and hurt
and betrayed. I couldn’t wash
myself clean enough.

“I couldn’t keep it in anymore
and I was drinking and I said it.
My whole family fell out. It was
horrible and it’s horrific going
through a court case.

“He was an old man abusing me.
It’s disgusting. He was raping me. I
was a child. He shouldn’t be
allowed into a nursing home. I
wouldn’t trust him anywhere. 

“He will get all these supports.
He knew what he was doing at the
time. You can hurt someone and
destroy their life — but you can
walk away.”

Redmond was found guilty of
rape following a trial in the Central
Criminal Court last year and was
jailed for five years by Judge Una
Ni Raifeartaigh on April 27, 2018.

He had pleaded not guilty to four
counts of rape and five counts of
sexually assaulting Leanne at the
Tolka Valley pitch and putt club in
Dublin where he worked at the
time, on dates between January
2002 and May 2004.

Victim Leanne bravely waived her
right to her anonymity after he was
convicted and publically named
herself and her grandfather.

But before the beast was
sentenced, a consultant forensic
psychiatrist assessed him and said
he had been suffering from a
significant cognitive impairment,
which was likely to have been
present for a number of years.

The question of whether he was
fit to be tried last year was not
addressed in the report as he had
been already convicted. 

But earlier this year, an appeal
court heard submissions that
Redmond was unwell — leading to
his sentence being quashed.

Student Leanne told the Irish
Sun on Sunday the Government
should “hang its head in shame” at
her denial of justice.

She said: “I have to suffer now, I
have to try and get through life
now and at the same time I’ll be
suffering. I am absolutely
heartbroken. I am living in a
prison every day. Every day I have
to fight through this — every day. It
never leaves you, ever. 

“I am 24 now, I’m a youth worker
and I’m doing a degree in
Maynooth University at the
moment. I’m doing social science,
social policy. I want to help people.

“That keeps me going, that’s why
this whole thing of him getting off

hurts me so much. How am I
supposed to encourage people to go
to the Gardai and report crimes
and trust in the justice system
when something like this can
happen? How can that be?

“The law needs to change, the
law needs to look at itself. Look at
me, I was a child. Did I under-
stand all of this as a child? Was I
able to stand up and say look at
me? Was I able to say stop? Was I
fit to be raped? No, I wasn’t. 

“So, whether he’s fit to stand for
a re-trial or not it doesn’t matter.

He should be punished for his
crime and not get out of jail
because of an illness. 

“What about me? What about my
mental illness? I suffer with anxi-
ety and depression, I can’t get out
of bed every day, I try and go to
college, I try to go to work, but
nothing will change what he done.

“Now he gets to get out now, he
gets to die with his family. It’s dis-
graceful. That’s what it is, disgrace-
ful. This Government should hang
its head in shame over this legal
system of ours. I won’t stop until

this is all changed and this never
happens again.”

She added: “You can commit a
crime, you can destroy someone’s
life, you can take everything from
them and if you’re unfit to stand
for a re-trial you can get your con-
viction quashed? What message
does that send out? 

“What message is that for young
men and women who are victims
or survivors that’s been hurt. How
do you justify that, it’s disgraceful.”

Furious Leanne said she only got
a week’s heads up about how, given

the medical reports sent to the
court, her perv relative was likely
to have his sentence quashed.

The student explained: “I got a
courtesy call last week to tell me
to prepare for this and that the
State couldn’t do anything.

“They can’t tell how unwell he is
last year, I was told. It means they
just had to quash all his charges
and convictions for rape. I just
can’t believe any of it.

“The three judges just said that
the medical evidence was there.
They said it had all progressed,

Evil . . . Leanne, also at 
court right, with granda 
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HIGH-FLYER

SUPPORTED
Leanne’s parents were with her at court to hear news

6You can commit a
crime, you can destroy

someone’s life, you can take 
everything from them and if you

are unfit to stand for a re-trial you 
can get your conviction quashed?7 HIGH-FLYER

Leanne graduating with mum Pauline and dad Martin

which meant he couldn’t go
through a re-trial so they quashed
it all. He got 15 years, then ten
years reduced and he had no
previous offences so he got five
years in total.

“The abuse started when I was
seven. I was down the pitch and
putt on the Tolka Valley, he raped
and abused me. He knew what he
was doing. He was a predator for
years. I didn’t even realise what
he’d done. He would make me do
disgusting games.

“I thought he loved me, I thought

he cared about me. He was my
grandfather. He always used to say
no one would understand how
much he loved me.”

At the Central Criminal Court
this week, perv Redmond was
eventually taken from the court out
a back way by two of his sons to
avoid the crowd outside.

But Leanne said: “How can he
now be supported in leaving the
court through a different entrance
when there is only one for the
public? He can’t even face me. 

“He has to ask for help to get out

another way. People think trials are
easy, they are not. 

“I had to take the stand, he
admitted it all years ago and then
he denied it but he got convicted —
and now a year on and he’s out
and going home.

“Only for I have great support I
don’t know what I’d do. My heart
is broke and it will never be fully
repaired. 

“I never want any other person
to feel the way I feel now. 

“Who can you trust? How can
you trust this system? It’s playing

the system. Who can you turn to?
What are you supposed to do? 

“If I did something wrong tomor-
row I’d go to jail but paedophiles
are not getting tough sentences and
now he gets out to do what he
likes. It is absolutely appalling, I
don’t know where the justice is.” 

She added: “I suffered for long
enough, now I have another battle
to try and change this. I don’t
believe it. I am in shock, I feel like
it’s not happening. 

“I have to hold my dignity — but
he never showed any remorse, not

that it would make any difference.
I just feel so let down.”

Leanne’s mother Pauline, who is
Christopher’s daughter and was in
court with her husband Martin,
said she was “horrified” that her
father was released from prison.

Pauline said: “I couldn’t believe it
when Leanne told me what
happened at 16. I got on with my
father but I didn’t know this. 

“I am horrified over this. I don’t
speak to him anymore. I have to
look after my daughter. This is so
unfair on her. Where is the justice?”
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OUR DAD’S
THE IRISH
FRITZL

By ALISON O’REILLY

THREE sisters born as a result
of serial rapes have branded
their disowned dad the “Irish
Joseph Fritzl”.

Sean McDarby forced step-
child Mary Manning to have
six kids while held “like a
captive” from age 12. 

Brave Ashley, Iseult and
Megan Manning said their
mum was repeatedly failed
by the system. Iseult told
us: “I honestly do not
know how she survived.”

Full Story — Pages 4 & 5

Sisters born to captive serial rape victim speak out
Brave . . . the
sisters &, top, 
evil McDarby
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lMum raped and 
held captive for 20 
years by stepfather

kids were his, but...kids were his, but...kids were his, but...kids were his, but...

NO ONE
HELPED!

By ALISON O’REILLY

THREE brave girls of the
“Irish Joseph Fritzl” today
break their silence about
their rapist father — and
tell how no one helped
their desperate mum.

Ashley, Iseult and Megan
Manning have waived their
right to anonymity to reveal
how they, and three siblings,
were conceived after their
mother was sexually abused
and “held like a captive” for
nearly two decades by evil
Sean McDarby.

The sisters say their mother Mary
— who was beast McDarby’s
stepdaughter — was repeatedly
abused and lived in fear for years.

The monster first raped Mary in
1976 when she was just 12 years old
and impregnated her for the first
time when she was 16.

But when Mary reported the
horrific situation, they said “no one
did anything following mum’s
numerous attempts to seek help”. 

Speaking for the first time about
her horror ordeal, Iseult told the
Irish Sun On Sunday: “I honestly
do not know how she survived
and every time she reached out,
nothing happened.” 

McDarby was arrested in his
workplace at a haulage business in
Dublin and questioned by cops.

He admitted to gardai and the
HSE that he fathered six children
with Mary between 1981 and 1989 —
but said he didn’t believe he did
anything wrong.

McDarby, from Ballickmoyler, Co
Carlow, was accused of statutory
rape, rape, disposing of a baby’s
body, physically abusing Mary and
isolating her and her children. 

A lengthy file was sent to the
Director of Public Prosecutions but
no charges ever followed before his
death more than ten years ago.

Shockingly, McDarby was the
first to hear of the DPP’s decision.

Ashley, 35, the eldest of the three,
said the system let their mother
down time and time again. 

She said: “I am angry that no
one stepped in to help my mother.
She did avail of the rape crisis ser-
vices, she did talk to social services
and gardai and so did her rapist,
but nothing was ever done. 

“The legal system, the support
services and the HSE are all to
blame. This has affected all of us,
our mother should have been given
some right to justice, our mother
has lived a life of hell and I’ve no
idea how she got through it all. 

“Despite everything she was able
to separate her love for us from the
reality of our own conception, hav-
ing come about as a result of such
brutal rape by her stepfather Sean.
This makes her an unbelievable
person. Sean McDarby was pure
evil. 

“The anger I carried, I carried
because sometimes she couldn’t.
This is a result of the emotional
and physical exhaustion she had
from constantly fighting and trying
to survive. 

“I can only imagine how terrified
she must have been, torn between
protecting us and herself, and
sleeping with a hammer under the
pillow and locking every door and
window in the house. 

“I am really glad abortion is now
allowed in Ireland particularly for
cases of rape because it means
my mother could have got
away sooner had she
decided to abort us.” 

The Manning sisters
have never referred to
their mother’s rapist as
their “father”. Instead
they call him the “Irish
Joseph Fritzl” and say
he treated their mum,
who had no positive
childhood experiences,
like a slave. 

Psycho Fritzl, 84, is
serving a life sentence in
Austria for holding his
daughter captive in an
underground cellar
for 24 years
where she
was raped

and beaten and gave birth to seven
of his children. Mary’s alcoholic

mum Mona married McDarby a
year after husband Richard, a

respected businessman in
Ardee, Co Louth, died in
1973. Three years later,
when Mary was 12, the
predator began raping her.

And in 1981, when she
was 16, she became
pregnant with her first
child, Rory, and gave
birth at Our Lady of
Lourdes Hospital in
Drogheda.

The little boy was only
three months old when
Mary became pregnant

again following another
sex attack.

Six months
later Mary
miscarried at

home in her bed following a
particularly brutal rape. 

McDarby, then 37, made her put
the dead baby in a bag and he
buried the child in a field on his
former land in Carlow — where the
tot remains today.

The rape and physical abuse
continued and Mary gave birth to
Ashley at the Coombe Hospital, in
Dublin, in 1983.

After Mary became pregnant for
a third time, he took her away
from Ardee. He brought her to a
house in Dublin where she reared
all of her children on her own with
no money or support and no
contact with the outside world. 

She then gave birth to Iseult in
Holles Street in 1984. 

Two years later another child —
who was later adopted through St
Patrick’s Guild Adoption Agency —
was born. Mary never saw him

again following his adoption. And
in 1989, Megan was delivered at
Holles Street hospital.

In an extraordinary interview,
Ashley told how on one occasion
Mary did escape to America with
the help of a neighbour but
returned when she learned her
three girls were taken into care. 

She added: “In a desperate effort,
having received no help or support
from the State, my mother fled
when she was 22 to escape Sean
McDarby’s systematic rape and
abuse. We ended up in care. 

“My mother had no choices. Her
maternal instincts to protect and
care for her children, forced her to
return to Ireland, as she did not
want us in care. Unbelievably, yet
again the results of years of neglect
were dictating the choices she had
to make.”

McDarby is not on any of the

children’s birth certs but DNA has
proven he is their father. 

After being moved to Dublin,
Mary was totally cut off from
family life, money and society. She
was moved around the capital three
times by McDarby.

Iseult, 34, said: “It was his
intention to isolate her and he
knew the children would isolate
her further, there’s a bond there
with a mother and child and he
knew she couldn’t go away. 

“I have struggled with my iden-
tity. I ask myself, do I look like
him? Do I act like him and do I
have his personality traits? 

“Our mother was forced to carry
us alone. Giving birth, nobody
came to visit her, he dropped her
outside the different hospitals as
part of his cover. 

“How do I explain to friends and
partners about my ‘father’? How I

Life sentence . . . monster Fritzl
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was raised and the childhood we
had. People would say, ‘Where’s
your dad?’ Teachers would ask me
where’s your ‘father’. How did my
mother give birth in so many
hospitals with no one there and it
never raised any suspicion?” 

Eventually, Mary did make
friends in Dublin and revealed her
deepest and darkest secrets.

Through those pals, she sought
help and counselling and met her
now husband, Karl O’Reilly, with
the couple going on to have three
children together.

Mary reported McDarby to the
HSE in 1988 before she went to the
US and then to the Gardai in 1994.

However, Mary’s case didn’t make
it to court and her civil case
around 2005 collapsed because of
time constraints. 

Records obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act, show

social services personnel asked
McDarby during an interview had
he abused Mary. 

And even though Mary was
underage during her first preg-
nancy, his response was that he
“did not perceive it as abuse”. 

Brave Mary went on to write the
book Nobody Will Believe You in
2014, which told of her harrowing
life at the hands of her stepfather.

Iseult still has many unanswered
questions, asking: “Why was he not
prosecuted? Why is it that the per-
son who has been violated, physi-
cally, mentally, emotionally, must
carry the shame, fear and many
other emotions and the abuser
Sean McDarby, walked around our
streets a free man for years with
free will and faced no conse-
quences for his heinous actions? 

“She lived through hell because
of him and I’d like to ask the DPP

‘what exactly is your job?’ Her
book is a lonely and sad story
because it shows her helplessness.

“While she wasn’t physically
locked under the stairs, she was
mentally isolated and cut off from
her friends, family, community,
choices and freewill and he used
her body at will. 

“The power he took from her was
her innocence, her confidence, her
friends, her family, her community,
her choices in life — but more than
any of this, he took from her, her
free will and used both her mind
and her body at will. 

“Choices I take as normal such
as travelling, or to go to college, to
choose my profession, to choose a
boyfriend, to develop a relationship
and choose when to have children,
such important choices were all
taken away from my mother.’”

Sister Ashley added: “He left her

to raise five children she didn’t
choose to have.” 

Mary has now reclaimed her own
life after years of personal develop-
ment, education and therapy. 

Daughter Megan, 30, said: “Today
she’s a successful psychotherapist,
she has incredible compassion, sen-
sitivity and understanding of the
needs of others, who have had dif-
ficulties in their own lives. 

“She is an amazing woman. We
are proud that she is our mother.
She has also helped her children to
come to terms with the reality of
their own conception, she knew
that trauma not transformed will
be trauma transferred.”

After decades agonising over their
mother’s pain and coming to terms
with their own identity, two years
ago, the girls complained to the
Child and Family Agency Tusla, the
Justice Minister and the Gardai.

Former Minister Frances Fitzgerald
ordered a review of the case and
part of that investigation included
Drogheda Gardai requesting reasons
why McDarby was never charged. 

However, the family have never
received any information as to why
no charges were brought. The trio
say nothing became of that review,
but they did meet with gardai. 

Iseult said: “The DPP made the
decision not to charge him despite
the lengthy statements my mother
gave. It’s like it’s all been for noth-
ing and it’s a waste of time. 

“He was a danger to us and soci-
ety. We do not want this to happen
to any other child or woman. 

“However if it does the person
should be held accountable, unlike
Sean McDarby. Instead, he died a
free man.”

Gardai and Tusla said they can’t
comment on individual cases.

Ashley, Megan and Iseult, left, were 
fathered by beast McDarby, right. 

Below, Iseult and Ashley as children

Ashley, Megan and Iseult, left, were Ashley, Megan and Iseult, left, were Ashley, Megan and Iseult, left, were 
fathered by beast McDarby, right. fathered by beast McDarby, right. fathered by beast McDarby, right. 

FATHERED BY EVIL

— ASHLEY MANNING
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Very fruity . . . Mary

Ross bus 
fail anger
TRANSPORT Minister
Shane Ross has been
blasted for failing to get
regular bus services for
his Dublin constituency. 

Cllr Lettie McCarthy
says people in Stepaside
“are being left stranded”
by buses not turning up.

The Labour politician
added: “I am inundated
with complaints from con-
stituents about the poor
bus service for our area
and the impact it is
having on their lives.”

BALL BATH
The Testacuzzi — a hot

tub for men to soak their
pods — has been unveiled
for the Christmas market.

BERRY REVEALS 
HER TARTY PAST
BAKE Off legend Mary Berry
has lifted the lid on her fruity
past — revealing that she
two-timed her future husband
when they first met.

The baking queen, 84, said she
wanted to “keep her options open”
despite clicking with Paul Hun-
nings. Paul was “the London
one” while there were “several”
boyfriends in Bath, England,
where she studied catering
during the week.

The spicy revelations
threaten to crumble the octoge-
narian’s clean-cut image. Mary
revealed: “Paul was a friend of
my brother’s, and I met him

and we sort of did things together.
But I had another boyfriend in Bath,
and he was in London and I used to
go home at the weekend. 

“There are weekends you see — I
used to drive home on the A4, (as)

there was no M4, and I used to
go home Friday night and go
back on Sunday night.

“Paul was the London one
and I had a Bath one, actually
there were several in Bath . . . ”

She added: “You keep your
options open. To cut a long

story short, we (Paul) have been
married 50 years and I

wouldn’t change a thing
really.”

EXCLUSIVE by LAURA ARMSTRONG

SURVIVOR OF     ‘IRISH FRITZL’ BREAKS SILENCESURVIVOR OF     ‘IRISH FRITZL’ BREAKS SILENCE

PROUD MUM AND HER DAUGHTERS
Mary with Ashley, Iseult & Megan. Right, at her confirmation

OUR STORYOUR STORY
Story made waves globally

EXCLUSIVE by ALISON O’REILLY

A WOMAN who was held
captive and raped for years
by “Ireland’s Joseph Fritzl”
yesterday told how it’s
“impossible” for her to tell
her kids the “whole truth”
about the ordeal she faced.

But Mary Manning is proud of
her three girls for revealing
they were conceived after she
was sexually abused by Sean
McDarby for nearly 20 years.

Brave Ashley, 35, Iseult, 34, and
Megan, 30, last month waived their
right to their anonymity to highlight
their monster father’s reign of terror.

The evil beast first raped Mary in
1976 when she was just 12 years old
and impregnated her for the first
time when she was 16 — before
moving her from her hometown to
continue the horror sex attacks.

The sisters made international
news after they spoke to the Irish
Sun on Sunday about how they
believe their mum was let down by
the State as she pleaded for help —
with the trio praised for their honesty.

Victim Mary told us: “I think they
are absolutely amazing, I never
expected them to speak out like that.
I am not surprised with Iseult, she’s
always been a justice seeker and has
a strong spirit and values. I never
wanted them to have to speak out
but they felt the time was now.

“I have always done my best to try
and protect them, even at the most
difficult times, but they have been
impacted by his torturous behaviour
towards me. I didn’t even want them
to know the truth about my life.

“But it came to the stage where
there were too many unanswered
questions about grandmothers,
relations, cousins and my husband
and I decided to tell them.

“Because I carried so much shame,
my concern has been that they have
ended up with some of that shame. I
don’t want them to be impacted but
when they do ask questions it is
difficult. I want to give them the
truth, but not fully say how I feel.

“A book doesn’t even capture what
happened in my life. It’s impossible
for me to tell them the whole truth.
There are scars of course. Simple
things like family outings, that kind
of thing, I find them difficult because
I never had family support and
no-one stepped in to protect me.”

The Manning sisters have never
referred to their mother’s rapist as
their “father”. Instead they call sicko
McDarby the “Irish Joseph Fritzl”.

Psycho Fritzl, 84, is serving a life
sentence in Austria for holding his
daughter captive in an underground
cellar for 24 years where she was
raped and beaten and gave birth to
seven of his children. 

Psychotherapist Mary wrote about
her 20 years of captivity in her book
Nobody Will Believe you in 2015.

In it, she described her life under
the hands of McDarby, who her
alcoholic mother Mona married one
year after her father Richard died.

Within months of tying the knot,
sadistic McDarby began grooming
Mary when she was just nine at

their family home in Ardee, Co
Louth. He started raping her at 12
and in 1981, when she was 16 and he
was 38, she became pregnant with
her first child, Rory, and gave birth
at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in
Drogheda.

He was only three months old
when Mary became pregnant again
following another sex attack. 

But six months later Mary
miscarried alone at home in her bed
following a particularly brutal rape.
McDarby made her put the dead
baby in a brown bag and told her
he buried the child in a field on his
former farmlands in Carlow.

The rape, brain-washing and
physical abuse continued and Mary
gave birth to Ashley at the Coombe
Hospital, in Dublin, in 1983. After
Mary became pregnant for a third
time, he took her away from Ardee.

He brought her to a house in
Dublin where she reared all of her

NEW LIFE
Mary with her hubby Karl
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It’s impossible
for me to tell
my daughters
the full truth

lMARY’S PRIDE AT HER 
GIRLS FOR SPEAKING OUT

children on her own with no money
or support and no contact with the
outside world. She then gave birth
to Iseult in Holles Street in 1984.

Two years later son Andrew —
who was later adopted — was born.
Mary never saw him again after his
adoption. And in 1989, Megan was
delivered at Holles Street hospital.

Speaking of her ordeal, Mary
said: “I was silent for years, I never
spoke out, I said nothing, I was
invisible, and I wasn’t able to stop
him. I hardly ate. 

“Mind control is a very hard
thing, you can get your body back
but it’s trying to deal with the
mind and getting your mind back
properly that takes a long time.

“I have done years of work on
myself and even my job brings me
to different places inside of myself
or when I sit in front of somebody.”

And asked about her mum and
rapist McDarby, she said: “I see

them as very ill people, mentally ill.
She, my mother, was a narcissistic
human being. She wasn’t present
and did absolutely nothing to
protect me. As a female she didn’t
take care of me. The anger I had
was transferred to her. 

“I was a basket case, she knew
that. My idea is that she should
have protected me. She was very
violent and they fought. 

“He took me to Dublin while she
was there and she did nothing. With
him, I was just terrified of him. He
continuously said I was ugly, stupid
and no good. He took me away
from the only place I ever knew. 

“I lived on hyper-alert, I lived
with a hammer, I had to watch
him around my children. I believe
he would have abused them even
though he said he wouldn’t touch
‘his own blood’.”

Eventually, Mary fled to the US
from her captive home in Castlek-

nock but returned when she
learned her three girls were taken
into care. She also got help from
her now husband, Karl O’Reilly,
with the couple going on to have
three children together.

Mary reported McDarby to the
HSE in 1988 before she went to the
US and then to the Gardai in
1994. However, Mary’s case
didn’t make it to court and
her civil case around 2005
collapsed because of time
constraints.

Hubby Karl said: “I
think it is a disgrace
what Mary went through.
She was let down and
neglected by State services
that are meant to be there
to protect her. 

“I was there when she
was at the end of her cap-
tivity and I met him,
McDarby. I saw the

struggles that Mary went through to
break from that man. While she
struggled desperately to break free,
he used every angle, tactic, means
to control and terrorise her, threat-
ening the kids, withholding monies
— and even while we dated attack-
ing and beating her. It truly is
beyond belief what Mary endured.

“And while I tried to get help
and support for Mary, every

effort we made was thwarted
by his threats and the fact
that the HSE and its
services were totally inept.

“It soon became clear to
me that what Mary was
enduring was out of their
depth. It has been a long

road for her but I support
her and as far as I’m

concerned all of Mary’s
children are my

children and there
is no other father.”

lSOME SCARS SO DEEP 
THEY WILL STAY SECRETS

McDarby, left, abused MaryMcDarby, left, abused MaryMcDarby, left, abused Mary
RAPE HORROR

Locked up . . . evil Fritzl



CANCER SMEAR SCANDAL

By JONATHAN REILLY

A VIETNAMESE woman
feared to have died in
the lorry tragedy sent a
last text to her parents,
telling them: “I am dying
because I can’t breathe.”

Heartbroken relatives
of Pham Thi Tra My say
the 26-year-old paid over
€30,000 to get to the UK.

A man from the North,
48, last night became the
fourth person arrested.

Full Story — Page Nine 

‘Dying’ 
last txt 
of lorry 
victim

Tragic trip . . . Pham
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We got letter
on day Leo
apologised

tter
oo
d By ALISON O’REILLY

THIS family read in a letter their
mum’s death was avoidable — the
same day the Taoiseach apologised
for the CervicalCheck scandal.

Fiona Prendergast died from
cancer despite getting the all-clear
twice. Hubby Gary Murray told us:
“Fiona always said she didn’t feel
right. Nobody would listen to her.”

Full Story — Pages Four and Five

p g
FIONA, 35, DIED AFTER 2 ALL-CLEAR TESTS 
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Southampton.................0
Leicester...........................9

By TOM BARCLAY

RYAN BERTRAND became the

first Premier League player to

get a VAR red card as goal-crazy

Leicester stormed into second.

The Southampton defender made

a studs-up lunge on Ayoze Perez —

but it was only seen after a video

check on Ben Chilwell’s opener.

Perez and Jamie Vardy hit trebles,

while Youri Tielemans and James

Maddison also netted as the Foxes

matched the Prem’s record win.

Match report — Pages 2, 3

RED
VARDVARD
Bertrand is first video 

ref dismissal

VIDEO NASTY . . . Bertrand 

catches Perez with his studs

and gets his marching orders 

(above) after a VAR check

in association with

FREE
INSIDE

Heartbroken . . . 
Fiona’s family and 
below, Taoiseach
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EXCLUSIVE by ALISON O’REILLY

THE devastated husband of
a woman who died from
cervical cancer has told of
his shock at being told
by health bosses
his wife’s life could
have been saved.

The Expert Panel
Review of Cervical-
Check Screening wrote
to Gary Murray to say
an opportunity to stop
his wife Fiona’s cancer
“was probably missed”.

The letter arrived on
Tuesday — the day Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar apologised for
the scandal in the Dail.

On May 1, 2015, Gary mar-
ried the love of his life,
Fiona Prendergast, in front
of their four children, while
she was dying from cancer
in a hospice. Seventeen days
later, Fiona was dead. She
was just 35 years old.

The young mum had been
diagnosed with cervical cancer
in 2014 despite having a smear
test in 2009 and 2012, because
she believed she had “all the
Jade Goody” symptoms.

However, both smear results
provided by the CervicalCheck
Screening programme, said
“no abnormality detected at
this time”.

On Tuesday, just hours
before Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
gave a state apology to the
women who were misdiagnosed,
Gary was sitting at his kitchen
table in Finglas, west Dublin, in
shock, as he read a letter con-
firming what his wife had
already known.

The expert group found a
smear test Fiona had in 2009,
which was reported as negative
at the time, in fact contained
“high grade abnormal cells”. 

The letter concluded: “Had a
referral been made to Colposcopy
for treatment of pre-cancerous
cells in 2009 it is likely the can-
cer which was diagnosed in 2014
would have been prevented.”

Speaking exclusively to the Irish
Sun last night, Gary said Fiona
always believed her results were
wrong. He said: “I’m in total shock
since I got the letter. I just broke
down, there has been a lot of tears
since Tuesday. It has brought
everything back to me. 

“Fiona was right all along — she
always said she didn’t feel right
and nobody would listen to her. 

“How do I go back in time and
tell my wife she was right? She
said it over and over again, she
knew no one was listening to her
and fobbing her off. 

“The rejection, the dismissal, the
gut feeling knowing you are right
and no one listening to her, but she
knew. Fiona didn’t want to die, she
didn’t want to leave her children.
Our youngest child was only eight
years’ old when she died. 

“She told me she wanted to see
our children grow up and she was

terrified of dying. Fiona said, ‘What
if there is nothing up there — what
if you switch off and there is noth-
ing there?’ 

“She went through absolute hell
and pain and she never asked for
anything, she was the bravest
woman I know. There will never be
another woman like her, she was so
patient and could sort anything out.

“I now feel a whole new range of
emotions, I’m walking around in
circles, I did 10,000 steps in one day
and I haven’t even left the house.”

The CervicalCancer Scandal
broke in 2018 when brave Vicky
Phelan lifted the lid on how she
had received a misdiagnosis follow-
ing a smear in 2011.

Although her test showed no

abnormalities, she was diagnosed
with cervical cancer in 2014.

A review of her tests found the
original result was incorrect.

Speaking in the Dail, the Taoi-
seach apologised “for the humilia-
tion, the disrespect and deceit”
shown to the women and families
affected by the controversy.

He said there were a “litany of
failures” in how cervical screening
in Ireland operated over many
years. It’s understood up to 1,000
women and families have been
affected by the crisis.

Since the scandal emerged, a
number of women have died
including high profile campaigner,
Emma Mhic Mhathúna.

In his Dail speech, Mr Varadkar

said: “Today we say sorry to those
whose lives were shattered, those
whose lives were destroyed and
those whose lives could have been
different. What happened to so
many women and families should
not have happened. 

“While every case was not negli-
gence, every case was a lost oppor-
tunity for an earlier diagnosis and
treatment.”

Reacting to the Taoiseach’s state-
ment Gary said: “I’m glad he apol-
ogised, but it is after opening a
whole new area for me and my
children. How many others have
received letters like this? 

“Are letters like mine still arriv-
ing at doors, even on the day of a
state apology?” Gary described how

his wife had struggled in the
run-up to being diagnosed with
cervical cancer — which ultimately
“robbed her of her life”. 

He said: “I was with her for 18
years, if she didn’t feel right she
would go to the hospital, she was
very health conscious. 

“She wasn’t feeling well in 2012,
that is when she started getting
blood clots, very bad cramps and
had very bad headaches and back
pain. She kept saying she didn’t
feel right. What are you meant to
say to something like that?”

When Fiona was first admitted to
hospital she was told she had stage
two cancer, however, the cancer
spread into her lymph nodes and
eventually to all of her organs.

AGONY AS LETTER CONFIRMSAGONY AS LETTER CONFIRMS    MUM COULD HAVE SURVIVED     MUM COULD HAVE SURVIVED 

eing told
sses
ould
d.
Panel
vical-
wrote
o say

stop
cancer
sed”.
ed on
aoiseach
ised for
ail.
ry mar-
his life,
in front
n, while

cancer
een days
ead. She
d.
had been
al cancer

g a smear
, because

“a“a“ ll the
ms.

ar results
vicalCheck
me, said
tected at

st hours
VaVaV radkar

gy to the
sdiagnosed,
his kitchen

Dublin, in
letter con-
wife had

found a
d in 2009,
as negative
t contained
l cells”.
ed: “Had a

Colposcopy
re-cancerous
ely the can-
osed in 2014
vented.”
y to the Irish
ry said Fiona

results were
in total shock

rr. II jjuusstt bbrrookkee
n a lot of tears

has brought
me.

ll along — she
dn’t fefef el right
sten to her.
k in time and

terrified of dying. Fiona said, ‘What
if there is nothing up there — what
if you switch off and there is noth-
ing there?’

“She went through absolute hell
and pain and she never asked for

abnormalities, she was diagnos
with cervical cancer in 2014.

A review of her tests found t
original result was incorrect.

Speaking in the Dail, the Tao
seach apologised “for the humili

Fiona’s family Zoe, Blane, Gary and 
Chynna with photo and shrine, inset
Fiona’s family family f Zoe, Blane, Gary and 

Chynna with photo and shrine, inset

NEVER FORGOTTEN

Dying mother’s touching farewell 
letter to her youngest daughter Zoe

Dying mother’s touching farfarf ewell 
letter to her youngest daughter Zoe

HEARTBREAKING

Fiona didn’t 
feel right, 
but no one 

would listen 
to her
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Gary added: “We really thought she
was going to be OK. Fiona was
determined to get better. But within
eight months she passed away.”

Gary proposed on St Valentine’s
Day 2015 and the couple married
on May 1.

Their wedding day was organised
at St Francis Hospice in Blan-
chardstown, 17 days before she died.

He recalled: “When she came out
in a wheelchair in her wedding
dress and she got up and walked
towards me and I started crying.
She was smiling from ear to ear,
she was so happy.

“It was a lovely day. We got away
for one night to Bray because she
was so sick and she was so ill that
night we had to go back to the

hospice. I didn’t want to believe she
was going to die.

“Hours before she passed away
she wrapped herself around me and
she put her cold hands on my neck
and said she loved me. She then
lay down and went into a
sleep and never woke up
again.”

Gary and Fiona’s friend
Rachel had written to the
Government departments
in the wake of the Cervical
Cancer controversy to high-
light Fiona’s death and to
request answers.

Rachel said: “Fiona
asked me to make sure my
kids and her kids get the
HPV vaccine. I don’t know

who to trust now. That poor girl
suffered so badly and she knew
something wasn’t right.”

In the wake of their pleas, a
review was carried out on Fiona’s
results. Since her death, all of
Fiona and Gary’s children have

been in counselling.
Speaking to the Irish Sun,

Fiona’s eldest daughter Chynna,
18, said: “I can’t say I was
shocked, I knew my mam was

right when she was alive.
“She kept saying her

smear tests were wrong.
“I was only 15 when
my mam died, my
world fell apart . . . 
why, why, why my
mam? She was a

great mam, she never harmed any-
one, she was always kind. She did
everything for my brothers and sis-
ters — she loved us. I’ve been in
counselling for three years.

“I want to find mam and talk to
her and tell her she was right all
along but I can’t because she’s in
heaven. I need my mam right now.”

An Independent Clinical Expert
Panel Review is now being carried
out by the Royal College of Obste-
tricians and Gynaecologists.

The HSE has said it cannot com-
ment on individual cases. 

However, they said in relation to
the RCOG process generally — to
which the HSE is providing logisti-
cal support — they wrote to over
1,000 women, or their next of kin,

who consented to take part in the
process on September 9 last.

These letters informed women —
or their next of kin — that the
RCOG is nearing the completion of
their reports, and they provided
information on how they can
receive their reports. 

This was one of a series of letters
provided to women and their next
of kin as part of the RCOG review.

The Department of Health also
said it cannot comment on individ-
ual cases. 

However, if Ms Prendergast’s
family wish to contact the Depart-
ment or the HSE directly, the
issues raised can be investigated. 

@IrishSunOnline
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Fiona shares a tender moment with the children as she battles with her illnessFiona Fiona sharshares a ttender ender moment moment with with the the childrchildren as she she bbattles attles with with her her illnessillness
DEVOTED MOTHER UNTIL THE VERY END

How do
I go back
in time
and tell

Fiona she
was right?

e

SPECIAL DAYSPECIAL DAYAYA
Murray and Fiona tie the knot

as their happy children watch on

Campaigner . . . Vicky




