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Isis bride Smith posed with
guns before heading to Syria
Norma Costello
Photos have emerged of former
Irish Air Corps member Lisa Smith
posing with weapons just before
she travelled to Syria to join Isis.
The pictures, provided by associates of the former Irish soldier,
were taken on a farm in Tunisia in
early 2013. They show the Dundalk
native posing with a rifle while
wearing full Islamic dress.
Smith, who travelled to Syria
twice, spent nearly a decade in the
Irish Defence Forces before converting to Islam and joining Isis in

New British offer
falls well short,
says Varadkar
Boris pledge on customs ‘is key barrier to Brexit deal’
Stephen O’Brien Political Editor
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The secret life of Lisa Smith
News Review, page 17

September 2015. It is unclear if she
fought during her time in Syria or if
she became a member of the Isis
morality police, known as Hisbah.
The 38-year-old insists she did
not join in any fighting and moved
to the “Islamic state” solely for
religious reasons. However, wellplaced sources say Smith spoke of
her desire to fight in 2013 and
lamented that her military skills
were inadequate and out of date.
Activists with Sound and Picture, a Syrian human-rights body,
believe Smith was involved in a
female unit established by “punk
jihadist” Sally Jones. The Anwar
al-Awlaki battalion, which never
saw combat, is believed to have
been established by Jones specifically for the “mujaharat”, western
female Isis recruits.
Speaking from the Ayn Issa
camp in northern Syria in July,
Smith confirmed she did visit Jones
for coffee and they discussed
Jones’s child, who was injured.
Jones’s son Jojo was filmed shooting kneeling hostages in the head
with a handgun for a gruesome Isis
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Former Irish Air Corps member Lisa Smith posed with a rifle on a Tunisian farm before she went to Syria

propaganda video. Jojo, who
attended Isis “cubs of the caliphate” training, is thought to have
been killed in the same airstrike as
his mother in 2017.
As she became radicalised in
Ireland, it has emerged Smith drew
attention from former Air Corps
colleagues, who claim she tried to

convert them. Colleagues who carried out guard duty with Smith
raised concerns over her behaviour, and discussed removing the
firing pin from her weapon.
After quitting the Air Corps,
Smith spent much of her time
online researching Islam and
speaking to jihadists around the

world. After connecting with
American convert John Georgelas
on Facebook, Smith developed
into a hardened jihadist and
followed the Isis propagandist
teachings on the creation of an
Islamic caliphate.
In September 2013, Smith went
Continued on page 2 →

unit based in Dublin, searched a
garda station last week. Gardai
seized paperwork, files and copies
of court summonses linked to
prosecutions that appear to either
have been abandoned or pursued
in a manner that ensured they
would collapse at trial.
The cases mainly involve speeding offences and other breaches of
the Road Traffic Act including
using a phone while driving.
Some of the gardai who say they
were directed to abandon prosecutions are co-operating and have
made
voluntary
statements,
according to security sources. “In
the majority of cases, these were
young gardai who were told what

to do by a more senior officer who
had authority over them,” one
source said.
Mike O’Riordan, secretary of
Limerick GAA, declined to comment when contacted by the Sunday Times. Garda headquarters
said it was not policy to comment
on ongoing investigations.
Last week’s raids form part of a
larger inquiry into allegations of
force corruption which has
already resulted in the arrest and
suspension of three gardai in May.
The inquiry commenced after
the Criminal Assets Bureau notified Garda Headquarters of suspicions that search operations
scheduled in the southwest had

been compromised. The bureau
subsequently refused to notify senior gardai in the region of impending searches for fear they would be
compromised. It is understood
Garda HQ placed detectives under
surveillance and bugged their
phones, cars and offices to gather
incriminating evidence.
Drew Harris, the garda commissioner, has been told the inquiry
has evidence to substantiate allegations of wrongdoing against officers including using illegal drugs
and colluding with criminal gangs.
One officer was allegedly caught
on CCTV snorting cocaine in a bar
with members of a crime gang.
@johnmooneyst

Boris Johnson’s latest offer on
Brexit does not represent enough
progress to take negotiations into
an intense final phase aimed at
securing a deal, the taoiseach said
last night. However, Leo Varadkar
said his officials were currently trying to arrange a face-to-face meeting for him with the British prime
minister this week.
“A deal is still possible at the
European Council summit in two
weeks’ time but the current position as of today is that the EU,
including Ireland, does not feel
that the proposals put forward by
the prime minister yet form the
basis for deeper negotiations,”
Varadkar told reporters before a
Fine Gael presidential dinner.
“But there is plenty of time for
the UK government to put forward
further proposals and we are in the
process of trying to arrange a
meeting between me and the
prime minister this week.”
The taoiseach said he had two
big problems with the proposals
made by the British government:
the issue of consent, and of customs arrangements. “We would
have a serious difficulty with any
customs solution that involves customs checkpoints,” he confirmed.
“That is the hard border we have
been trying to avoid all along.”

Irish officials have confirmed
that Johnson’s pledge to keep
Northern Ireland in the UK’s customs territory is the key obstacle
to final-phase negotiations on a
Brexit deal between the EU task
force and the British government.
While it is still unclear if Varadkar and Johnson will meet or speak
by phone, Whitehall sources have
said Eddie Lister, Johnson’s chief
strategic adviser, is expected to
travel to Dublin this week.
An Irish government source
said: “For us, alignment has always
been the answer to Brexit — one
rock, two jurisdictions, but aligned
because of this special circumstance. We moved into that space
last week with Johnson’s proposal
on the single market, but the
customs thing is very clearly
a problem.
“I don’t think [Michel] Barnier
[EU chief negotiator] is going to go
‘into the tunnel’ on this. He is
dealing with 27 masters here . . .
He is religious about keeping
everyone informed and together.
Let’s see how things evolve, but he
will not keep anything from
member states.”
Up to now Irish political leaders
and officials have been careful not
to reject Johnson’s move.
Simon Coveney, the tanaiste,
said on Friday: “A lot can be done
in 10 days if there is a will to do it . . .

We recognise this is a serious proposal from the British but there are
a number of big problems with it.
“If it is the basis of a stepping
stone to a proposal, I think it can be
the basis of a deal, then I think it is a
really good thing. I hope that is the
case, but they are choices for the
British government to make.”
Last week Johnson wrote to
Jean-Claude Juncker, the outgoing
European Commission president,
outlining fresh proposals to break
the deadlock. He offered an alignment of Northern Ireland with EU
standards for food and industrial
goods, subject to the approval of
Stormont every four years.
He did not mention the Stormont mechanism, which allows a
veto on either the unionist or
nationalist side, but Nigel Dodds,
the DUP leader in Westminster,
emphasised the alignment would
happen “only if unionists in the
assembly agree to it”.
“Thinking that a solution for
Brexit will come through the Stormont talks process is wrong,” said
one Irish government source.
“The consent idea, ‘parallel consent’, is all wrong. What was successful was that everyone stayed
quiet or left grey space in their
comments . . . until Dodds came
out about the veto.”
Before meeting Coveney on
Continued on page 2 →

Brussels to consider proposal
Hurlers raided in garda corruption probe for mobile checks on border
John Mooney
Detectives investigating allegations of garda corruption in Munster have searched the homes of
GAA officials and hurling players in
Co Limerick.
Gardai searched several properties last week and seized mobile
phones, documents and other items
in an investigation into allegations a
senior officer intervened to ensure
prosecutions against GAA officials
and players did not proceed.
Detectives are expected to question GAA officials and members of
the county’s senior hurling panel.
The National Bureau of Criminal
Investigation (NBCI), an elite garda

The government is proposing
setting up customs bases at key
locations along the border to
protect the EU single market, if
Britain leaves without a deal,
writes John Mooney.
Instead of permanent checkpoints, however, mobile customs
units operating from the bases
would assume responsibility for
patrolling border crossings used to
transport goods and animals.
The proposal is expected to be
accepted by the European Commission, if the government can
guarantee it would prevent commercial goods and animals from
illegally entering the Republic.
Heavy-goods vehicles and animal

transportation travelling south
may be required to travel on designated routes to ensure they comply with EU border controls.
The plan, to be implemented if
there is a no-deal Brexit, would
involve the deployment of extra
customs officers to the border
region along with more veterinary
inspectors from the Department
of Agriculture.
The Revenue Commissioners,
which has responsibility for the
customs service, has already
recruited additional staff and is
upgrading its surveillance capabilities on the border. The service has
already been provided with extra
Continued on page 2 →
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Sack me if you dare,
Johnson to tell Queen

Boris ‘backed
Arcuri’ for top
quango job
JEFF J MITCHELL

Tim Shipman and
Caroline Wheeler
Boris Johnson will dare Queen Elizabeth
to sack him rather than resign as British
prime minister in an attempt to drive
through Brexit on October 31, ministers
have revealed.
In an escalation of the constitutional
crisis, senior aides said Johnson would
not stand aside if his proposals were
rejected by Brussels and MPs tried to
unseat him to avert a no-deal Brexit.
They said Johnson was prepared to
“squat” in Downing Street even if MPs
declared no confidence in his government and agreed a caretaker prime minister to replace him. Sources say MPs and
peers have discussed the idea of the
Commons Speaker John Bercow taking
on the job, although some involved in the
talks do not think he could command
majority support.
Senior Tories claimed Johnson would
sit tight if he were found in contempt of
court for ignoring the Benn Act, a law
passed by MPs to prevent no deal, unless
he faced jail. One said: “Unless the police
turn up at the doors of 10 Downing Street
with a warrant for the prime minister’s
arrest, he won’t be leaving.”
Johnson’s plans mean clashes in parliament and the Supreme Court may be only
opening salvos in a constitutional battle.
His draft deal with Brussels appears to
be on life support. EU bosses announced
on Friday night that Johnson’s proposal
to remove the Northern Ireland backstop
was “not the basis of a deal”.
Sources close to Michel Barnier, the
EU negotiator, told The Sunday Times:
“We are not going into the tunnel,” meaning the line-by-line negotiations that
would signal a possible breakthrough.
Johnson will have telephone calls with
his fellow EU leaders, including Leo Varadkar, the taoiseach, on Wednesday.

Steve Barclay, the UK Brexit secretary,
will travel to the Netherlands today to
drum up support for Johnson’s plans.
David Frost, his chief negotiator, will
return to Brussels and his senior aide, Sir
Edward Lister, is expected in Dublin.
Insiders expect the EU to signal that
talks are going nowhere, starting a blame
game. A Labour source said: “The mood
is that the talks will collapse tomorrow.”
Opposition MPs and Tory rebels plan
to act if Johnson refuses to agree a delay
to the Brexit deadline of October 31 —
installing a veteran MP such as Margaret
Beckett as caretaker in his place.
It has been assumed by the “rebel alliance” that if a caretaker prime minister
commanded majority support, Johnson
would be duty-bound to resign. But he
could refuse to resign or recommend the
name of a successor to Queen Elizabeth.
A senior cabinet minister said: “Our
opponents have flouted convention and
there is nothing in the Fixed-term Parliaments Act that says you have to resign.
The Queen is not going to fire the prime
minister. She would dissolve parliament
and let the people decide.”
The last time a monarch sacked a
prime minister was in 1834, when William IV dismissed Lord Melbourne.
Sir Keir Starmer, the shadow Brexit
secretary, will tomorrow try to force a
parliamentary vote to demand that the
government publish the entire legal text
of its Brexit plan — something Johnson
has resisted, despite demands from JeanClaude Juncker, the European Commission president, and Varadkar.
Starmer said: “The legal text is important because we suspect it will confirm
that the government’s proposals unavoidably mean the introduction of infrastructure in Northern Ireland, and that
this will contradict the assurances Johnson gave in the House on Thursday. We
also think the text will show how the gov-

Johnson’s aides
claim he is ready
to ‘squat’ in
Downing Street
even if MPs win a
no-confidence
vote against him

ernment plans to replace the current
commitments to protect workers’ rights.”
Behind the scenes, ministers are warning Juncker and Barnier that they are “out
of touch” with British public opinion and
risk “disaster” unless they do a deal.
“If they listen to the people who lost
the last referendum, there will be a disaster,” a No 10 source said. “There will be an

election. We are going to win it. If Boris
has a majority, we can leave with no deal.
They need to face political reality.”
Sources in Berlin suggested Angela
Merkel, the German chancellor, is ready
to thrash out a deal on October 17, but
Johnson will have to give ground on customs controls between Northern Ireland
and the Republic, and the DUP “veto”.

State contests symphysiotomy claims in European Court
Justine McCarthy
The state is contesting claims
in the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR) by
three women in their eighties
who claim that surgery to
widen their pelvises for
childbirth was done without
their knowledge or consent.
Health minister Simon
Harris told the cabinet on
Tuesday the state’s defence
was that the women’s rights
were not violated when they
underwent symphysiotomy —
separation of the pubic joint
by cutting its cartilage — in the
1960s. He said the state had
also told the ECHR the women
had not exhausted potential
remedies in the Irish courts.

The women say the aftereffects of symphysiotomy
included pain, impaired
mobility, incontinence and
an inability to bond with
their children.
Winifred Madden, 84, states
she was awake when the
procedure was performed
but was not told what was
happening and not asked for
consent. She states she did
not apply for a state ex-gratia
payment because she believed
there was no possibility of
any acknowledgement of a
breach of her rights; the
quantity of the awards did
not reflect the gravity of the
harm inflicted on her; and
the application time was
unreasonably short.

The government’s redress
scheme was established by
the health minister James
Reilly in July 2014 and
provided payments of
€50,000 to €150,000 for
women who had
symphysiotomies between
1940 and 1990. But the
opening date for applications
was November 10, 2014, and
the closing date was
December 5 that year.
A November 2016 report
by Maureen Harding Clark,
the judge who administered
the scheme, showed almost
600 women had applied for
redress and that nearly 400
had received awards,
totalling more than €30m.
The other two claimants in

the ECHR cases are Linda
Farrell, 80, from Dublin and
Kathleen O’Sullivan, 85, from
Beara, west Cork.
Farrell had a
symphysiotomy at the
Coombe Hospital in Dublin in
1963 before a forceps delivery
of her first child. She claims
that, while recovering from
the procedure, she was
physically unable to look
after her child and had to rely
on friends and relatives for
assistance. Farrell says, as a
consequence, she was unable
to bond with her baby.
O’Sullivan had her first
child at the Bon Secours
Hospital in Cork in 1965. She
says a symphysiotomy left
her with “a bad limp” and

Varadkar
fights split
customs
→ Continued from page 1
Friday to discuss the prospect
of restarting the Stormont
institutions, which were
suspended in 2017, Julian
Smith, the Northern Ireland
secretary, said reform of the
unionist/nationalist power of
veto in Stormont could be

Mobile
checks for
border
→ Continued from page 1
vehicles and equipment so it
can mount more patrols.
The plan has yet to be
finalised, but it is believed
there are concerns about
enforcement in remote areas
of the northwest, where
republican paramilitaries
have a presence.
Construction of customs
infrastructure south of the
border is unlikely to pose
significant security problems,
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MISSING?
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Survivors and supporters
protesting at Merrion Street

unable to look after her baby.
In March, the ECHR
invited the state to submit its
observations in response to
the claims. A spokeswoman
for the Department of Health
said these had now gone to
the court, setting out “the
state’s actions to address the
issues while also outlining its
legal position that the
applicants have not
exhausted national remedies
and there has not been a
violation of the respective
articles of the ECHR”.
About 1,500 women had
symphysiotomies in Irish
maternity hospitals in the
second half of the 20th
century before caesarean
sections became routine.

Irish government couldn’t
either,” said Coveney.
Mary Lou McDonald, the
Sinn Fein leader, called on
delegates at a Plaid Cymru
conference in Wales
yesterday to join her party in
building “a pan-Celtic
political culture to defeat
Toryism”.
Likening Johnson to
Margaret Thatcher, she said:
“The Tory Brexit is chiefly the
product of a dangerous Little
Englander ideology run
amok.”

“helpful” in securing a deal
on Brexit.
Coveney downplayed the
Stormont veto as an issue. He
said such matters were
“primarily about issues of
competence for the executive
on domestic decision-making
in Northern Ireland”.
“This is very difficult. It is
an agreement between the
UK as a whole and the EU as a
whole to try to deal with an
international border question
and so the idea that a
minority or any one party
could veto those solutions is
something I think the EU
could never accept and the

Boris’s Brexit bubble,
page 13; Editorial, page 14

according to sources. The
government has been
told that republican groups
such as the New IRA will
not target Irish customs
patrols or infrastructure,
although organised crime
gangs might.
The plan does not involve
gardai acting in a support
capacity to the customs
service, although the force is
thought to have a
contingency plan, including
sending an additional 400
officers to the border region.
This plan is a replica of the
operational model which
Garda Headquarters used to
protect the agriculture sector
during the foot and mouth
outbreak of 2001.
Drew Harris, the garda
commissioner, has already

bolstered garda numbers in
the border region and sent a
regional armed support unit
to Cavan to provide logistical
support if required.
The British government
has said it will not establish
checkpoints and customs
infrastructure north of the
border. Simon Byrne, the
chief constable of the Police
Service of Northern Ireland,
told the prime minister Boris
Johnson last week his officers
would not police any customs
checkpoints on the border
after Brexit.
The DUP has been advised
there will not be any customs
checkpoints north of the
border as the British
government is not obliged to
introduce tariffs, according to
political sources.
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INSIGHT
Boris Johnson wrote a letter
recommending his friend
Jennifer Arcuri for a highflying job as the head of a
technology quango reporting
directly to Downing Street,
according to emails passed to
The Sunday Times.
The emails show she listed
the then London mayor as
her reference when she was
applying for the £100,000-ayear job as chief executive of
Tech City, for which she was
woefully underqualified.
Arcuri was a 27-year-old
student when Johnson
endorsed her for the post,
intended for “proven
business leaders”. Arcuri
later wrote of the episode: “I
still have the letter of rec from
Boris. Hahaha. To think that
we asked him to write us a
recommendation for the CEO
of Tech City is just hysterical.”
The job application was
made in 2012, weeks after
Johnson began lobbying the
government for City Hall to
have control of Tech City, set
up to help start-up tech
companies in London.
The revelations add to the
mounting questions about his
failure to declare the conflict
of interest when offering
favours to US ex-model and
businesswoman while he was
alleged to be in a relationship
with her. Six people in her
circle of friends separately
claimed she told them she
was having an affair with him.
Last night, senior MPs

Isis bride
posed
with rifles
→ Continued from page 1
to Syria for the first time with
Georgelas and his pregnant
wife, Tania. The American
convert is believed to have
been connected to Isis official
spokesman Mohammed alAdnani and is credited with
producing English content for
Rumiyah, an Isis propaganda
magazine.
Smith has been questioned
several times in Ayn Issa by
the FBI over her connections
to Georgelas. The agency says
it has now finished its
investigations with her.
Smith returned to Ireland
in 2014 undetected by Irish
security services despite
Georgelas being monitored
by the FBI after being

called on Johnson to address
the “serious” disclosures.
Dominic Grieve, the former
Conservative attorneygeneral, said Johnson should
now answer “legitimate”
questions about his conduct.
He said: “The fact that
Boris Johnson was apparently
prepared to provide a letter
of endorsement for an
extremely important job to
somebody who didn’t have
anything remotely
approaching the necessary
qualifications is astonishing.
It’s all the more astonishing if,
as is being widely suggested,
he was having a personal
relationship, which he didn’t
disclose.”
Four official investigations
have been initiated following
this newspaper’s revelations
two weeks ago about Johnson
and Arcuri. The American
received public money in
sponsorship from a body
Johnson was responsible for
as London mayor. Johnson
and his team also overruled
officials to take her on two
overseas trade missions —
although she was not eligible
for either of them.
Last week Arcuri told
reporters that all public
money she had received in
the UK had been legitimate
and denied that she was
Johnson’s lover. She said of
the prime minister: “If I was
banging the dude and there
was some kind of like trail or
sex tape, but there’s nothing.”
Johnson has declined to
answer direct questions on
the alleged affair but has said
he acted with propriety.

convicted for attempting to
hack America’s Israel public
affairs committee several
years previously.
Two weeks after arriving in
Syria, Smith married her
third husband, an al-Qaeda
fighter from Tunisia. Her
fourth husband — British
jihadist Sajid Aslam — is
believed to be the father of
her two-year-old daughter,
currently with Smith in Ayn
Issa camp.
It is unclear if the Irish
government plans to
repatriate Smith and her
child, who now face tough
winter conditions in the
camp, which holds foreign
Isis recruits. Outbreaks of
violence in the camps are
increasing as Kurdish forces
struggle to guard women and
men loyal to the caliphate.
In the al-Hawl camp,
female members of Hisbah
recently engaged in a firefight
with Kurdish female guards.
The Department of Foreign
Affairs did not respond to
queries.

Irish jihadist’s daughter
‘must come home now’
John Mooney
Anne Speckhard, director
of the International Centre
for the Study of Violent
Extremism, has written to
the taoiseach to express her
concerns for the safety of the
two-year-old daughter of Lisa
Smith, the Irish jihadist held
by Kurdish forces in Syria.
Speckhard, an adjunct
professor of psychiatry at
Georgetown University, has
urged Leo Varadkar to
repatriate the daughter
immediately, on the
grounds her life remains in
danger at the Ayn Issa camp,
where she is being held with
her mother.
In a letter to the taoiseach,
Speckhard wrote: “The
daughter has already lost her
father and lived in multiple
homes under bombs and
sniper fire. I would strongly
recommend transferring her
immediately to Ireland and, if
travelling without her
mother, placing her in the
custody of extended family
members, or foster parents,
who are willing and have the
capacity to support her until
her mother is repatriated to
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Speckhard wrote to Dail
Ireland to face whatever
justice will be meted out.”
Varadkar has been told
Smith and her daughter
remain in grave danger. He
has described the child as an
“innocent Irish citizen” but
taken no action to rescue her.
Speckhard said mothers
and children had died from
typhoid and malnutrition in
camps controlled by the
Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), and that mothers have
been shot dead by fellow
detainees loyal to Isis.
“This security threat
alone renders the detention
camp environment in SDF
territory untenable for the
daughter, who should be
protected by her mother’s
country from where she
derives her citizenship,”
wrote Speckhard.
Smith has been
interviewed by the
International Centre for the
Study of Violent Extremism,
which is studying why people
in the West joined Isis.
The taoiseach’s
department did not respond
to questions last week.
News Review, page 17
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THE SECRET
LIFE OF

LISA
SMITH

Lisa Smith posed for
pictures with weapons,
left and below. The
former Defence Forces
soldier married a
Tunisian in Syria, above,
in her search for a
compatible jihadist

Norma Costello reveals how
romance, mental breakdown and
online radicals led the former
soldier to become an Isis bride

W

aves of black fabric fly
through the desert,
interspersed with yells
from Kurdish fighters.
Among those clamouring for water, a figure
emerges clutching a
small child. In poorly
accented Arabic, an
Irishwoman defiantly
tells reporters Islamic State is “not over
yet”. The ITV News footage shows that
despite nearly four years in Syria and
nine years as a Muslim, the woman
we now know to be Lisa Smith is yet to
master Arabic.
Last spring, after over three years with
Isis, Smith surrendered to Kurdish forces
in the deserts of Baghouz. A square of
burning tents in eastern Syria had been
the caliphate’s last stand. Travelling with
the other muhajireen (foreign recruits),
she had fled coalition bombing in Raqqa,
Mayadin and Hajin before arriving in
Baghouz, occasionally calling home to
beg for money.
Gardai, who had known about Smith
since 2015, revealed her identity after the
appearance on ITV. There was disbelief
that a member of the Irish Defence Forces
had left to join a brutal terrorist organisation. Colleagues in Baldonnel recalled
her as an outspoken “head turner”,
whose job on board the government jet
provided her with a vibrant social life.
“They had a different culture on the
government jet,” said a former colleague.
“It was first names, and people were mad
for the party. It was very different from
the rest of us.”
Smith eventually pulled back from this
lifestyle. After being scorned by her first
Muslim lover, an Algerian, she became
fascinated by online conspiracy theories,
warning colleagues they were being
poisoned by the government.
“It was like she was on another planet,”
said an ex-airman. “She would be ranting
about politics and how we were all
being poisoned by chemtrails. You could
tell she wasn’t well.” Smith’s behaviour
deteriorated to a point where colleagues
sharing guard duty discussed removing
the firing pin from her rifle.
Smith had started preaching Islam in
the months before she left. Air Corps
colleagues were asked if they had ever
read the Koran. How did they feel about
western incursions into Islamic lands,
Smith wanted to know.
In 2010, Smith decided she could no
longer work on what she would later tell
jihadists in Syria was “Irish Air Force One”.
She decided to quit the forces and commit fully to Islam, moving in with a Muslim friend to learn the rules of the faith.
Her chosen version of Islam was
Salafism, a conservative branch of Sunni
Islam that insists on separation of the
sexes and an adherence to 7th-century
societal values embodied in sharia
(Muslim law). Through it she believed she
could live as God intended, without
earthly distraction.
Smith’s dedication to her religion was
unwavering. She spent hours studying
alone in her room, coming out only to
direct questions at her hosts. Their
answers often failed to satisfy Smith’s
growing curiosity so, in her search for
“ultimate truths”, she turned to the internet, where she posted on jihadist messaging boards and communicated with hardline Islamists all over the world.
This online Islamic world excited her.
Here she learned that Chechens were the
toughest fighters, and shahids (martyrs)
were revered. But Ireland was low on
potential jihadists. Smith married an

Irish Algerian, but discovered he lacked
the vigour of online militants. After three
months she left him and married an Iraqi
mechanic, travelling to Turkey on her
honeymoon. He also failed to live up to
her expectations and they soon divorced.
Family members expressed concern
about her behaviour. She responded by
formalising her beliefs, getting a Shahada
certificate from Clonskeagh mosque and
going on the hajj pilgrimage to Mecca.
Online, she was connecting to people
who shared her “truths”. This led her to
John Georgelas, an American convert
and convicted hacker.
Known by his kunya (Arabic nickname) Yahya al-Bahrumi, Georgelas gave
Smith the certainties she craved from his
base in Egypt. His desire for an Islamic
caliphate governed by sharia enthralled
Smith, who disdained most Muslims she
had met in Ireland. Georgelas introduced
Smith to his British wife, Tania. They
spoke regularly online, where Smith
expressed her disgust for western values
and life with the kafir (non-believers).
Georgelas was interested in Smith’s
military background and told her she
could be of use in a future caliphate.
An excited Smith told friends that
Georgelas wanted her as his second wife.
She was later deflated when a pregnant
Tania said she was against the idea.
A journey to Tunisia in December
2012, where Smith had hoped to find yet
another husband, backfired when her
money was stolen. The trip did, however,
allow Smith to experience daily life with
conservative Muslims. She visited the
seaside wearing a long black abaya and
niqab. Her dream of becoming a muhajarat (female jihadist) was played out in
the evenings when, clad in black, she
posed for photographs with rifles,
entitling one picture “Mujahida”.
Back in Ireland, Smith was expounding even more radical views. She encouraged Muslim women to get two passports, one with and one without hijab, to
let them travel undetected by security
services. “A lot of us thought she might be
a plant from the gardai,” said a woman
from the Islamic community.
Smith would watch graphic videos
online of sharia sentences being brutally
carried out on disobedient women from
Afghanistan to Nigeria. Her own family
relatives were not spared her judgment.
Smith often spoke of them “burning in
the hellfire” and of “jinns” or demons
whose corruptible influence could tempt
even the most devout Muslim into sin.
She screamed at a relative for displaying a
statue of the Child of Prague in their
house. Her worried family members
urged her to seek professional help. “Lisa
had a breakdown even before all of this
Islam,” said a relative. “She went to counsellors and was looking for help when a

Colleagues
sharing
guard duty
discussed
removing the
firing pin
from her rifle

man in Newry told her to embrace religion. That’s where it started.”
Under pressure from the Egyptian
authorities, Georgelas decided to leave
for Turkey, and invited Smith to travel
with him and his wife. Packing her bags
in Dundalk, Smith said she could act as
a guide as she had visited Istanbul on
honeymoon with her Iraqi ex-husband
the previous year.
When Tania met Smith in Turkey,
the Irishwoman’s zeal contrasted with
Tania’s drifting faith. The two women sat
for hours in a bedbug-infested room
exchanging stories of their upbringings.
Tania, from a strict Islamic household,
marvelled at Smith’s former life. Where
Smith condemned the secular world,
Tania was curious. Having spent her
adult life in Islamist movements, she was
growing frustrated by their confines.
From Turkey, Smith and the couple
moved to Syria, aided by traffickers.
Smith was exuberant at the chance to be a
mujahidat in a new caliphate. Tania was
pregnant and depressed at the prospect
of giving birth in a war zone. Inside Syria,
Smith and the Georgelas family were met
by fighters from a jihadist group linked to
al-Qaeda who drove them to a safe house.
A handsome Tunisian fighter with an
AK-47 soon caught Smith’s eye. In his
early twenties, he spoke no English
but, despite the language barrier, Smith
fell for him. After two weeks, they married in the living room of the apartment
they shared with the Georgelases. Tania
thought the marriage “crazy” and refused
to attend. A local judge officiated in what
is believed to have been Smith’s third
Islamic marriage in just over a year.
A heavily pregnant Tania lost patience
with her husband and their new life in
Syria after only four weeks. Her sisterhood with Smith was broken. To Smith,
she was now destined for hellfire. But
Smith’s first spell in Syria was not idyllic
either: her Tunisian husband announced
he wanted to go home and start a chicken
farm. In Ireland she had dreamed of
marrying a shahid but, despite the AK-47,
he was another disappointment.
Unknown to the Irish security services
Smith travelled back to Ireland the next
year. She left her Tunisian husband and
resumed working with Georgelas, this
time contacting local jihadists. Five years
after converting, Smith had become one
of the country’s most radicalised Muslims. She did not stay in Ireland long,
returning to Syria to join Georgelas, with
whom she lived for several months in the
Isis terror capital Raqqa. Her husband
asked her to return, claiming he was
depressed since she left.
Soon after returning, she met Sajid
Aslam, whose first wife, Lorna Moore,
was from Tyrone. He became her fourth
husband and the pair had a daughter,
Ruqayya. Smith and the girl, now aged 2,
remain on the Iraqi-Syrian border in the
Ayn Issa refugee camp. Her husband, she
claims, was killed in fighting earlier this
year. She had finally found a true jihadist.
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FAI president:
I should have
tackled Delaney
John Fallon and Paul Rowan

Isis martyrs ‘radicalised as
medical students in Galway’
The two trainee doctors
died in conflicts in Syria
and Iraq after coming
under jihadist influence
during studies in Ireland
Norma Costello
Two Galway-based medical students died
after joining Islamic militants in Iraq and
Syria, it has emerged. Both studied at
National University of Ireland Galway
(NUIG) and are believed to have become
radicalised while in the city.
Mustapha al-Hayani, a graduate of
NUIG’s medical programme, and Tariq
Mohainuteen, a visiting Malaysian
student, travelled on the same bus from
Galway to Dublin on their way to join the
jihadist group Isis in September 2013.
However, the students, who were both
members of NUIG’s Muslim Youth Society, fought on different fronts for the
jihadists. Mohainuteen, who arrived in
Ireland in 2011 and was in his second year

of medical studies at the time of his
departure, travelled from Dublin to
Turkey, where he crossed the border into
Syria. Some weeks after arriving, he was
killed in clashes between Isis and
al-Nusra, a rival Syrian jihadist organisation fighting against government forces.
According to family and other students, Mohainuteen, who was described
as “meek”, had displayed no signs of radicalisation before travelling to Ireland.
Hayani flew directly to Iraq. Former
medical students recalled seeing a video
posted on social media of Hayani standing over dead bodies in what appeared to
have been the country.
Mohainuteen was at NUIG under a
programme for young students from
Malaysia to carry out the first part of their
medical training in Ireland.
During their time in Galway, Hayani
served as vice-auditor and treasurer of
NUIG’s Muslim Youth Society and
Mohainuteen as its liaison officer.
The medical students also attended
winter camps organised by the Federation of Student Islamic Societies (Fosis),
which has been criticised by former

Mohainuteen
died in Syria —
where Isis used
clashes between
rebels and progovernment
forces in Aleppo,
above left, and
Idlib, above right,
to establish a
stronghold in the
country — while
Hayani was
killed in Iraq

members for making participants dig
graves during the events.
The camps have been linked to family
members of militia men who fought in
the Syrian civil war, and former attendees
have described them as “grooming
camps” for would-be jihadists.
Lisa Smith, a former member of the
Irish Defence Forces who converted to
Islam, told journalists from a refugee
camp in northern Syria that she knew of
an Isis member from Galway in Raqqa.
The man, who is reported to have held
an important position in the terror
group, is believed to have been influential in the radicalisation of the two
younger students.
Former members of the Muslim Youth
Society say they were unaware of their
colleagues’ radicalised beliefs. Many did
not find out about the students’ deaths
until years later. Some medical students
did raise concerns over Mohainuteen’s
whereabouts after his departure but say
they met a “wall of silence” at NUIG.
Members of Mohainuteen’s family
have questioned the university’s handling of his case and Malaysian exchange

The university is
satisfied that it
did comply with
all obligations
students have expressed concern over
how the college deals with young foreign
visitors. It is not known if the disappearance of Mohainuteen was reported to gardai or the Department of Foreign Affairs.
NUIG said that it did not comment on
individual students’ affairs. “The university is satisfied that it did comply with all
obligations under the scholarship partnership for all students with the Malaysian government,” it said.

Donal Conway, the president
of the Football Association of
Ireland (FAI), has admitted
he should have been stronger
in challenging John Delaney
and now regrets saying the
former chief executive was
“transformative”.
Conway, a long-time board
member during Delaney’s
14 years as chief executive,
was considered one of his key
allies. Delaney eventually left
the association last month
after a series of revelations
about the FAI’s finances,
starting with the Sunday
Times report that he had
made a €100,000 payment to
his employers in 2017 without
the knowledge of most board
members, including Conway.
The FAI president, one of
only two board members still
in place following a summer
cull, was on the negotiating
team that agreed Delaney’s
severance package. The
payoff, understood to be
about €400,000, will be
included in the delayed 2018
financial accounts published
next month.
In an interview last wee,k
Conway said that he had been
kept in the dark about the
terms of Delaney’s contract
extension In 2014, which
included a “golden handcuffs”
clause. This meant the chief
executive’s basic salary of
€360,000 a year was
effectively almost doubled,
boosting the contract value to
€2m if he stayed until 2021.
Conway also denies
knowledge of the annual
€36,000 rent allowance that
Delaney was paid for most
of his tenure. “The board
operated on the basis that
there would be people given
authority to negotiate with
John Delaney,” said Conway.
“I was never one of the
anointed nominees to go
discuss terms, contracts or
whatever, with John. With
the 2014 contract, those
gentlemen came back to
the board and there was
no change in the headline
salary figure.
“As we didn’t know about

the addendum, we couldn’t
ask about it. I didn’t know
about the rent either.”
Asked whether he had
requested a copy of the
contract terms, Conway
replied: “No. Contracts
were not scrutinised at the
board table.”
Conway was still publicly
praising Delaney up to last
March. Welcoming what
proved to be a temporary
switch by Delaney to a new
role of FAI executive vicepresident, he said: “John
has transformed how the
FAI operate.”
Conway, reflecting seven
months later, said: “I would
regret that phrase, to be
frank. I would have preferred
if I was stronger. John had too
much power but, personally,
I didn’t fear him. If you were
an employee, or your life
was going to be determined
Conway:
‘I would have
preferred if I
was stronger’

by the FAI, and if you took
the wrong stance, a person
may be fearful of the
consequences.”
Meanwhile, Uefa, the
ruling body of European
football, has confirmed
Delaney can remain in his
posts with the organisation
despite having left the FAI.
He sits on Uefa’s ruling body,
the ExCo, and also has roles
on two other committees,
which together command a
salary of €160,000 a year.
“The requirement to hold
an active office in one’s
national association only
applies at the time of election
and any re-election,” Uefa
said. “However, Mr Delaney
is not being invited to attend
meetings of the ExCo or
indeed any other Uefa
meetings or events.”
Uefa would not comment
when asked about a
severance deal with Delaney.

Few bites on sandwich boards
ALAMY

Valerie Flynn
Just one business has
submitted a complete
application to Dublin city
council for a €630 licence to
place a sandwich board on
the footpath outside its
premises, in the two months
since the requirement was
introduced.
The council’s planning
enforcement department is
pursuing 27 businesses for
placing sandwich boards on
their private property, which
the council says require
planning permission. It has
seized 126 boards since
September 1, with 20 more
recovered by their owners
after paying a €100 fine.
Officials have advised a
further 27 businesses that it is
worth applying for licences,
following an assessment of
their locations.
Until the new rules came
into force, sandwich boards
were ubiquitous on the
capital’s footpaths, but there
has since been a dramatic
reduction in their number.
The council has introduced a
blanket ban on the boards in

Dublin businesses need a licence to put out a board
“architectural conservation
areas” (ACAs), which covers
most of the city centre’s core
retail district, and has said it
will not grant licences on
streets with high footfall and
narrow paths.
Some businesses in the
south inner city appeared to
be flouting the rules last

week, however, including the
Candy Lab in Temple Bar and
the International Bar on
Wicklow Street. The bar is
within an ACA and had two
boards on display. It says its
cellar extends under the
street so it owns the area
outside the premises, and the
sandwich boards, advertising

its comedy nights and food,
are necessary to attract
passing trade.
The Candy Lab pointed out
it was located on a busy
thoroughfare and needed to
alert passing customers. It
intends to apply for a licence.
Kevin Kelly, head of policy
at the National Council for the
Blind of Ireland, which is
campaigning against footpath
clutter, said: “While the
regulations are wellintentioned, lack of
enforcement will significantly
reduce their impact. No other
councils are adopting these
regulations at this stage —
likely waiting to see how
effective they are in Dublin.”
Richard Guiney, chief
executive of Dublin Town, a
retailers’ organisation, said:
“If the council wants to clean
up the streets and clear them
for pedestrians, we can
understand that, but
sandwich boards used by
businesses to advertise are
the only thing being targeted,
and that shows a certain view
of city-centre business where
their interests come second.”
@valerie_flynn

Fine Gael ups its quota for Dublin Bay North
Stephen O’Brien
Political Editor
Fine Gael is to add a third
general election candidate in
Richard Bruton’s Dublin Bay
North constituency, despite
failing to win two seats with
a three-candidate strategy
in 2016.
Aoibhinn Tormey, a Fine
Gael councillor in Fingal, and
Terence Flanagan, a former
TD who lost the party whip
in 2013, are being considered
as add-on candidates to join
Bruton and Senator
Catherine Noone in the fiveseat north city constituency.
There was some
embarrassment for Bruton
in 2015 when he failed to
win a nomination through
a selection convention in
the constituency following
intense competition between

Stephanie Regan and local
councillor Naoise Ó Muirí.
He was added to the ticket
by the executive council and
won the party’s only seat in
Dublin Bay North in the
February 2016 general
election.
“It is surprising that
headquarters are looking at
a three-candidate strategy
again, given what happened
the last time, but clearly they
don’t believe they will win
two seats with the ticket as
it stands,” said a party
source last week.
Tormey, a psychologist
and daughter of former
Fine Gael Dail candidate
Bill Tormey, was
elected in May to
Fingal county
Tormey: may
be a candidate

council. She won 2,064 votes,
though a significant chunk of
the Howth-Malahide ward
she represents is outside the
bounds of the Dublin Bay
North constituency.
Flanagan lost the party
whip in the Dail in 2013

when a number of Fine Gael
deputies voted against the
Protection of Life during
Pregnancy Bill. He stood
for Fine Gael in the local
elections, however, and won
a seat on Dublin city council
in the Donaghmede ward
with 1,206 votes.
The Sunday Times
reported last month that
Paschal Donohoe, Fine Gael’s
director of organisation, was
planning a “soft” purge of
general election candidates
following poor local election
results in May.
John Clendennen, an
Offaly county councillor,
withdrew from the Fine Gael
ticket in Laois Offaly last week
saying he believed the party
had a better chance of taking
two seats in the constituency
with just two candidates.
@sob999

