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CRISIS: CHARITIES FEAR INFLUX

VALUE: Cannabis

Cannabis
seized in
two raids
BY NEIL
FETHERSTON
CANNABIS
herb and plants
with a combined
value of €700,000
have been seized
in separate
operations in
Donegal and Co.
Cork.
Gardaí say
investigations are
ongoing following
the seizure in
Donegal of up
to 500 cannabis
plants with an
estimated value of
€400,000.
Cops raided
a premises in
Drumrooske at
around 9.45am on
Friday morning.
During the
course of the
search, a grow
house containing
between 450 and
500 cannabis
plants was
discovered.
Meanwhile,
gardai in Cork
seized a large
quantity of
cannabis herb
with an estimated
value of €300,000
during search
operations at
various locations
in Bantry.
No arrests were
made in relation
to either of the
seizures, and
investigations are
ongoing.

‘Youngsters tried

fire when I was
SEEKING
REFUGE: John
lives in a tent
across from the
Hilton hotel

SLEEPING
AID PILLS
WARNING
A WARNING has
been issued in
relation to certain
herbal sleeping
aids being sold in
Ireland.
The Health
Products
Regulatory
Authority (HPRA)
said ‘U-Dream
Full Night’ and
‘U-Dream Lite’
contain a substance
that is similar to
zopiclone, which is
a prescription-only
medicine.
Zopiclone can
cause drowsiness,
dizziness and
abnormal sleep
behaviours.
The HPRA
said anyone who
purchased and is
currently taking
either product
should consult
with their doctor
immediately.

A RAMSHACKLE tent stands
pitched outside one of the
swankiest hotels in the capital.

Inside the luxury Hilton hotel
in Dublin’s Rathmines, guests
are wined and dined and can
put their heads down in peace
and comfort.

Shivering in the tent struggles
55-year-old John, who pitches what
he calls his home each night and
takes it down every morning so he
can go and beg or forage for food.

This chronic contrast sums up a deepening homelessness crisis gripping the
country — a calamitous chasm between
the Haves and the Have Nots.
Groups working with the homeless
reveal to the Sunday World today that
the situation is set to get worse, with
3,500 evictions before the courts. A
large number of those people will

HOMELESS MAN TELLS OF HIS 10 YEARS
EXCLUSIVE
BY EUGENE MASTERSON

soon be joining John. He tells us he
originally hails from Kilbarrack on
the city’s northside and has been in
and out of trouble ever since he was a
young fellow.
In his softly spoken voice he catalogues how he started off smoking weed
and how his life spiralled out of control
into hard drugs such as heroin.

HEROIN
He took to shoplifting to feed his habit
and ended up in Mountjoy prison.
John got married but split up with his
wife. He once had a job in a phone shop
but for the past 10 years he has been
living on the streets.
“The hostels didn’t really suit me, as

they’re full of young kids and a lot of
them are on drugs and there are a lot of
robberies in them,” he explains.
“You would have to tie anything down
or put it in a safe, so I tend to stay away
from all that.”
He has slept in countless doorways, which
has been an ordeal during bad weather.
For the past year or so he’s been living in tents. That has caused its own
problems.
“Youngsters tried to set my tents on
fire when I was on Dame Street, up near
Trinity College,” he recalls. “They set
boxes on fire outside the tent around
one in the morning. Someone told me
and I got out and put it out. If I had of
been asleep or anything it would have
went up.”
He then pitched his tent by the canal
opposite the Hilton, as he knew it was
safer as there was a taxi rank nearby

and lots of people passing. He and another homeless man, Darren, became
pals and Darren pitched his tent next
to John’s.
But shortly before Christmas when
they went out to a shop to buy a few
bits and pieces one afternoon they
discovered that their tents had been
removed and all their belongings, including precious family photographs,
had vanished.

DUMPED
The two lads soon learned from a cab
driver on the nearby taxi rank that the
tents had been taken by Dublin City
Council workers in one of their trucks.
“They didn’t even ask me to move,
like ‘can you not put your tent there?’,”
muses John. “They just took it behind
my back and dumped it.”
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to set my tent on
on Dame Street...
SUPPORT:
Theresa Kelly, who
helps homeless
people, talks to
our man Eugene

PLEA FOR
HELP: A sign
asking for money
from one of the
capital’s homeless

They set
}
boxes on fire,

someone
told me and
I got out. If I
had been
asleep it
would have
went up~

SHAME: One of
the many tents
pitched along the
Grand Canal in
Dublin

ON THE STREETS AND WARNS OF CRACK EPIDEMIC

He had the tent for eight months
and now has been given a new one.
Despite obvious holes in it, John
finds refuge.
“It’s better in a tent than sleeping out
in the cold in the street,” he reflects. “It
takes a bit of the elements off you and
a bit of the cold away from you, so it’s
a bit better than sleeping out. It’s not
really that safe on the streets anyway.”
He maintains there’s a growing
problem with drugs, particularly
crack cocaine and heroin, which can
only lead to more crime on the streets.
“There is a major epidemic of
crack in this city,” he contends.
“It costs E20 for a small bit, which
lasts about two minutes. I saw one
woman about two months ago having
sex in a church with a young fellow
for a crack pipe, that’s how bad the
epidemic is. It’s a major, dangerous

drug and the streets are becoming
more dangerous because of it.”
John has had a girlfriend for the
past 23 years, but they can’t get
accommodation together.

FAMILY
“The hotel [Hilton] is very good to
us,” he perks up when asked if they
have a problem with him. “They let
us use the toilet and they have no
problem with us. We keep it clean.
I take away any rubbish away that
previous people have left.”
John spent Christmas in his tent,
away from family, which he found
hard. “I was thinking of my family,” he
says sadly, wiping away a tear.
“But you can’t really blame God for
your own predicament; it was drink
and drugs that led me to fall into

things.” Selfless pensioner Theresa
Kelly spends most of her spare time
trying to help impoverished people
on the capital’s northside.
She and her group, Helping Hands,
run two shops in the Edenmore
shopping centre.
In recent years she has reached out
to the homeless, and she believes the
situation is now a crisis
“There are four men living in
tents in this area,” she discloses.
“One has been released from prison
and is very quiet. He’s had a bad
background. It’s not for us to cast
aspersions on them. The younger lad
is mid 30s, the others are in their 40s
and 50s.” Her group supplies them
with tents, sleeping bags and food.
“There are also eight men on the
beach between Clontarf and Dollymount,” she adds. “We sent down

food to them. They are sleeping in
the open, believe it or not. There are
others in St Anne’s [park in Raheny]
in sleeping bags and tents, about 12
of them there.
“I know one man who lives in a cave
in a wall, he climbs into it. That’s
over near Rathmines. They are living
in the bushes in Stephen’s Green,
they are living in the Phoenix Park.

SOCIETY
“A lot of them come from industrial
schools,” she notes. “There’s one man
in particular, he won’t talk to men,
he will only talk to women.
“There’s others that won’t let you
approach them, you have to put their
stuff near them and they get it when
you go. There is something in their
life they are either running from, or

just don’t want to be part of society
anymore and this is just how they
choose to live.”
She praises Brother Kevin of the
Capuchin centre in Smithfield, which
given meals to upwards of 800 homeless
people each day.
There’s also The Little Flower on
Meath Street, which does dinners
for 25 cent, Focus Ireland runs a
café, while there’s a place on Amiens
Street that serves meals for a euro.
Anthony Flynn and Brian McLoughlin help run the Inner City Helping
Homeless agency.
Chief executive Anthony is pessimistic about the future.
“We have a system that’s in absolute
turmoil, it’s crazy,” he exclaims.
“Up to 3,500 evictions are before
the courts and unless we see rent
caps initiated and put in place, we
will see more and more people enter
homelessness.”
Anyone who wishes to donate or
help the ICHH can call (01) 8881804.
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LOOKING FOR LOVE: JACK REVEALS
If a girl
}
chatted me up

I’d speak for a
while and then
I’d say I don’t
know if you
know, but I’m
female to male
transgender~

BRAVE: Jack
tells our man
about his
transition

’

AN ACTOR who made history
by becoming the first transgender person to star on an Irish TV
show has made a huge step in
his transition from a woman to a
man – by having his female breasts
removed.

Brave Jack Murphy (29), underwent
surgery last week at a Dublin hospital
after a long wiat for the procedure to
be carried out.

Three years ago Jack – who played Ryan
Donnelly in Fair City – had a hysterectomy.

While Jack always knew he was a man despite being born a woman, he never felt like
he was “trapped” in a different body.
“It was never like a thing where I felt like I
was trapped, because in a way I didn’t know
what was wrong with me,” he explains.
“I didn’t feel like there was something wrong
with me, but I didn’t feel normal.

BRAVE TRANSGENDER FAIR CITY STAR HAS HIS
EXCLUSIVE
BY EUGENE MASTERSON

“I didn’t feel like all the other kids, I didn’t
feel like the way my fellow classmates did in
my mixed school. I used to hang around with
the girls, but I was a real tomboy.”
Jack, who sported lads’ clothes from his early
teens, wore a beautiful red dress for his Debs,
in honour of his parents.

IDENTITY
“I wanted to give them a last hurrah,” he
smiles.
He changed his name legally to Jack when
he was aged 24 and was the 97th transgender
Irish person to get a passport under his new
identity.
“I always wore men’s clothes from when I

became an adult. A lot of people would have
thought I was lesbian and I kind of identified
as a lesbian because I didn’t know what it was
to be transgender and I didn’t understand it.
“It took a few years for me to go online, chat to
friends, go on YouTube, go on Google and look up
what being transgender meant.
“I think I saw it on a documentary and I was
like ‘that is exactly what I am’, because when
I was identifying as lesbian, I didn’t want to
be intimate in a lesbian way.
“I wanted to be a man and have heterosexual
intimate relations.
Jack is on Tinder, but emphasises to girls he
wants to date that he’s transgender.
“I have on my Tinder profile that I’m a
transgender male. I explain that I’m a female
transitioning to male. They would go ‘oh, so
you haven’t got a penis’. So it goes straight to
genitals. I’m talking to this person for five

seconds and they’re already starting to talk
about my genitals and I’m absolutely sick of
it, I’d just block the person.
“It shouldn’t all be about sex or about your
genitals. A person should like a person for
being the person, not what’s in their pants.”
He adds: “If a girl chatted me up in the bar
I’d speak for a while and then I’d say ‘I don’t
know if you know, but I’m female to male
transgender’ and explain.

HAIR
“It is important to tell people. If it’s on
Tinder, maybe 98 per cent of the time they
unmatch me.”
Jack started taking testosterone four years
ago, which meant that he could start to grow
facial and chest hair and also helped deepen
his voice.

‘I was kind of hesitant

didn’t know if I was goin
– It will be an absolute
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STRUGGLES IN WEB DATING WORLD

BIG BREAK:
Jack in Fair
City and with
Vogue Williams

CHANGES:
Jack after his
recent surgery
and (right)
before the
transition
process began

BREASTS REMOVED AS TRANSITION CONTINUES
“I have to take it for the rest of my life. I have
good side effects like facial hair.”
He has worn a chest binder for the last several years to strap the boobs he used have, but
now that has all changed after his operation.
He was accompanied to the hospital by his
wonderful mother Francesca, who has stood by
him since his life-changing decision. She slept in
a chair by his bed the night before he had surgery,
as Jack suffers from anxiety.
All of Jack’s family, his father, sister and
three brothers, have also stood by him, as
have his friends and other family members.
Unlike the hysterectomy – where he was
knocked out for a day or so – Jack’s breast
operation went relatively smoothly and after
being brought to the theatre at around 1pm
was back in his bed in his room after recovery
at around 6pm.
“I was kind of hesitant to look down because

I didn’t know if I was going to be covered in
blood, I didn’t know what way it was going to
be,” he says about the aftermath.
“There was nothing there that was gory or
anything like that, so I was okay to look at it. I
had a peek down and I think I was still a little
bit out of it to realise what had just happened.
“Once this binder is off in five weeks’ time,
then it will kick in. It will be an absolute release once I’m healed.

HOPE
“There are a lot of people who’ve gone
through this operation. There’s only one
surgeon in Ireland at the moment who does
that surgery and she’s actually retiring, but
there’s someone taking over from her, I hope.”
Jack starred in Fair City for eight episodes
in 2017 and there is a possibility his charac-

ter may come back. His character Ryan was
unveiled to viewers after Laura got Hughie to
help him with the Dolphin Hotel.
It also turned out that Jackie had an inkling she
knew Ryan from before. Ryan used to be Melissa
in his previous life and looked after Jackie and her
friend during their alcoholic phase. Ryan finally
had to let her know
“I said ‘yes, you do know me, do you remember Melissa?’,” Jack recalls.
“She goes ‘of course I’m remember Melissa’.
I say ‘well I’m Melissa’.”
The last viewers saw of him was when he took
a bus to Cork to see his mother, who he hadn’t
been in contact with for 10 years.
“I got great feedback from both friends and
family when I was on Fair City,” beams Jack.
“There were a few people who hadn’t seen
me as Jack and they said they didn’t know it
was me and that they were shocked, going ‘my

God that was you’, and I’m like ‘yes, that’s me’.
“The feedback I got and everything I got
back was positive, I didn’t get any negativity
when it came to the whole thing.”
Some transgender men also proceed to
getting a penis and there are two types of
procedures. It’s not something Jack is thinking
of right now.
“That’s down the road to consider,” he admits. “After chest surgery I’m taking a break,
I’m giving my body a break for a while as it’s
been through enough trauma.”
He split up with his girlfriend of a year a few
months ago, one of several relationships he’s
had as a man.

SETTLE
“It was difficult, as I thought that was ‘the
one’,” he sighs.
“I would love to settle down with someone,”
he says. “And I’d love to do more acting.
“I can’t hold out for Fair City to call me back,
but who knows what’s around the corner.”

to look down because I
ng to be covered in blood
release once I’m healed

‘
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TELLY SENSATION: RTE DRAMA GETS VI

HOUSE YOU
THIS is the house in a
sleepy estate at the centre
of RTE’s controversial
Normal People.

The series lit up our screens
with racy sex scenes titillating
many viewers but also provoking ire among others who
vented their anger on Joe
Duffy’s Liveline show.
The house where Connell and
Marianne romp in naked scenes
may be set in Co Sligo but can
today be revealed as actually
being located in a former local
authority housing estate in
Shankill, south Co Dublin.

The elderly couple who own the
house — who did not want to be
identified but did allow an interview
and their house to be pictured — say
they’re delighted with the series and
are surprised with the fuss it’s created thanks to its x-rated sex scenes.
“We got a knock on the door one

Normal People’s hotbed of passion revealed to be
a former local authority terraced home in Dublin
CAPTION:
Jasdkfhkjasdhfkajsgfksjhfgaksjdfhgaskjdfhgsdfghsadf

EXCLUSIVE
BY EUGENE MASTERSON

day asking if we’d allow our house
to be used in a new TV programme,”
explains the 60-something male
owner of the house.

NOVEL
“They had already put leaflets
through the doors asking people if
they wanted to take part. It came
completely out of the blue.”
The couple, who have two grownup children who live elsewhere and
also two grandchildren, vacated the
1970s built house for two days.

“I read the book so I knew the story,” explains the grandfather, who
said he read Sally Rooney’s popular
tome to see what would lie ahead.
“I liked the love story and I knew
there would be some explicit scenes,
even in our house.”
The grandmother maintains the sex
scenes — in which Marianne is filmed
topless before she and Connell have sex
while they’re both standing up in the
bedroom — did not bother her.
“I thought it was done sensitively
and lovingly,” she insists. “That’s life
and that’s what goes on. They are a
good looking couple.”
They could not believe the rumpus
on Liveline, with several callers
venting their fury that such explicit

scenes were shown on RTE.
“I thought it was a lot of fuss over
nothing,” she storms. “There were
only 37 complaints to RTE about it.
People seem to want to complain
about anything and there still seems
to be a lot of fuddy-duddies around.”
She added that the series has
caused amusement among their
neighbours and those living in the
locality.
“You will always get a few people
giving us strange looks, perhaps
wondering ‘what the hell is going
on there’,” she laughs. “But I’m sure
they know it’s fiction.”
The grandfather was surprised at
how the interior of their house was
replicated so well in a studio.

“We were impressed at how well
they recreated the stairs and landing and box room the exact same as
we have,” he notes. “Actually, our
18-year-old granddaughter stays
in the box room where Connell is
meant to stay. She hasn’t seen the
programme yet.

TOURIST
“We also have a 16-year-old grandson. And yes, we would be a bit
miffed if any of them got up to that
sort of stuff in that room and I’m sure
they won’t!”
The couple are still reeling that
their house is now one of the most
famous homes in Ireland.

People
}
seem to want
to complain
about
anything
there’s a lot
of fuddy
duddies
around~
BEDROOM
SCENES:
Mescal and
Edgar-Jones
as Connell
and Marianne

HOT
SCENES:
The house
is in Dublin’s
Shankill
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IEWERS HOT UNDER THE COLLAR

R FATHER?
“This is the first time we’ve ever done
anything like this,” admits the male
owner. “We certainly didn’t make a
fortune from it.
“I doubt very much it will be on a
tourist trail, although I’m sure there
will be a few die-hard fans who may
want to see where it all happened.”
The hit series feautures Kildare actor
Paul Mescal as the breakout star of the

show as Connell, with Londoner Daisy
Edgar-Jones playing Marianne, having
been given voice coaching lessons to
put on an Irish accent.
Irish director Lenny Abrahamson’s
coming-of-age drama is based on
29-year-old Mayo author Sally Rooney’s best selling book.
Earlier this week Minister Shane Ross
revealed that Marianne’s stately house in
the programme is
actually the one
he grew up in as a
child in Co Wicklow.
Knockmore
House in Enniskerry, which dates
back to 1850, was
the setting for
Marianne
and
her
soliciCHILDHOOD HOME:
tor
Shane Ross lived in
Knockmore House

mum’s home. But while Minister Ross
claims his parents would be “mortified
at the antics” in Normal People it’s unclear if he actually watched the show,
as there are no sex scenes in the stately
home and the furthest the young couple
go there is just sharing a sweet kiss.
Normal People is set in the fictional
town of Carricklea in Co Sligo, with
most of the exterior scenes filmed in
Tubbercurry.

NIGHTCLUB
Roger McCarrick, chairman of Tubbercurry Chamber of Commerce, says
it’s ironic that Normal People was
filmed in his town.
“Tubbercurry was the first place in
Ireland to have a local drama society,”
the auctioneer told the Sunday World.
“The Centra store and garage in the
town features, as does the lovely interior of Brennan’s bar.
“The outside of the Dome nightclub,
which does not exist in real life, is
actually the town hall.”
Roger maintains that locals are “delighted” with the series.

“It has caused a bit of a stir and it’s
nice to see so many familiar places to
us,” he points out.
“We don’t really care about the controversy, as it’s just a love story at the
end of the day and it’s all a bit of fun.”
Insiders reveal that the interior nightclub scenes in the series were filmed in
Tamango’s disco in the White Sands hotel
in Portmarnock in north county Dublin.
We can also reveal that while Marianne and Connell are filmed in exterior
scenes in Trinity College in Dublin, the
interior campus scenes were filmed in
Dublin City University in Glasnevin.
More location scenes were also filmed
in Italy and Sweden.
There have been four episodes so far
shown on RTE1 on Tuesday nights, with
all 12 episodes available on the BBC
Player. The BBC made the series and it is
being shown on BBC1 on Monday nights.
Normal People was the biggest drama
opening ever on the RTE Player. It
doubled the opening week record on
BBC, beating previous holder Killing
Eve with 16 million requests to the BBC
Player for it.

Belarus
packed
parade
A DEFIANT
l
Belarus staged
a massive demon-

stration yesterday
to mark the Minsk
Victory Day parade
in contrast to the
reserved ceremonies marking the
end of World War
Two in Russia.
Thousands of
Belarusian soldiers stepped out
for the parade in
the capital Minsk,
with a concert and
festive fireworks
planned as part of
the programme.
Spectators in
stands, few of
whom wore masks,
looked on as
soldiers marched,
tanks rolled past
and Su-30 fighter
jets flew overhead.
The Belarus
75th anniversary parade
was also seen to
upstage Russian
President Vladimir
Putin as his annual
Red Square May
9 parade was
cancelled. Belarus
remains one of the
few countries that
hasn’t imposed
a lockdown or
restricted public
events.
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