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r1s us ice now on 
L AST month, the Supreme Court 

consented to the extradition of a 
man wanted in Poland fbr drug 
dealing. The court granted an 

appeal by the Polish authorities, after 
High Court judge, Alleen Donnelly, ref 
used the request to extradite the man, 
Artur Celmer. 

Judge Donnelly had cited the interfer
ence of Judicial independence by the 
Polish government as the reason for  her 
ruling. If the judiciary Isn't Independent, 
the chances ofa fair t1ial would be greatly 
diminished. 

Judge Donnelly's ruling questioned the 
integrity of the criminal justice system In 
another EU country. She did so 1A1th goo d 
reason. The gove1nment in Poland Is en
croaching on the judlclarys Indepen
dence, fbl lo1A1ng a trend around the globe 
of strongman popul ists hamme1ing away 
at longstanding institutions. 

On November 12, the llve-Judge Su
preme Court accepted that there were 
changes in the status of the Judiclary's In· 
dependence In Poland, but those changes 
did not meet a threshold that Implied it 
would Interfere with a fair trial The S u 
preme Court's decision, Incidentally, 
avoided a diplomatic row with Poland. 

In the new year, a case comes before the 
High Court that has the potential for a 
major diplomatic backlash. 

Ian Balley: If the Supreme Court were to reject his
extradltlon on the basis that I t  didn't recognise the 
murder conviction, how would France react, asks our
col umnist Picture: Collins Courts

their deliberations, avoid speclflc refer 
ence to the Pa1is trlal. If so, there could be 
a diplomatic backlash from a friendly and 
-in the context of the EU -powerful
country. If, however, the Irish courts re
cognise the trial as a legitimate exercise
and rule accordingly, It would be an
alarming development.

Next Monday 1A1ll be the 23rd anniver
sary of Ms du Plantier's death. 

Her family's heavy burden of bereave
ment has been exacerbated by the faUure 
to bring closure to her murder. They have 
canied their pain with dlgnlty. 

But, unfortunately, the pursuit of 
answers In the case could be Interpreted as 
an attack on basic tenets of crimlna!Jus
tlce, as understood In this country. 

The French judiciary has applied fbr 
the extradition oflan Balley fbr the 
murder of Sophie Toscan du Plantier. 
Mr Balley was arrested tmce following 
Ms Du Plantier's brutal murder in 
West Cork in 1996. The DPP examined the 
rue on Mr Balley on at least three separ
ate occasions and, each time, concluded 
there was insufllclent evidence to bring a 
charge. 

The French investigated the murder 
under a Napoleonic Jaw concerning 
crimes against French citizens abroad In 
2012, the High Court in Dublin consented 
to J.\llr Balley's extradition for questioning 
under a European arrest warrant. The 
Supreme Court overturned this rul ing on 
appeal In 2017, the High Court threw out 
a second attempt at extradition as "an 
abuse of process," on the basis that it had 
already been ruled on. 

was changed last Ap1il. 
The second development, and by far the 

most slgnlllcant, Is J.\llr Balleys convic
tion in Paris. If the Supreme Court were 
to reject the extradition on the basis that 
it didn't recognise the murder conviction, 
how would France react? 

Would they consider any such ruling an 
insult to their crimlnal Justicesystem and 
judiciary? It's one thing to thumb a nose 
at Poland Effectively telling the powerful 
republic of France that its c1imlnal jus 
tice system is a sham would be a different 
matter. 
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what to do," Ms Thomas told the Pads 
court 

Ms Thomas said that Sophie told her 
that the man was "a weird guy who wrote 
poetry". The inference was that this man 
was J.\llr Balley, who does write poetry and 
might, in certain respects, be considered 
weird. J.\lls Thomas also spoke to Sophie 
hours befbre Sophie's death and she had 
related this llnal conversation many 
times. But only 19 years later, when she 
was Involved in an organisation set up to 
attain Justice in the case, did she r e 
member the earlier conversation. J.\lls 
Thomas's evidence would never have 
been admitted in an Irish court 

Last May, Mr Balley was tried In absen
tia, In Pads, for the murder. He was found 
guUty and sentenced to 25 years In prison. 
A new application fbr extradition was 
made to the Irish authorities on June 27 
last. Now, In French eyes, he Is a con 
victed murderer, and Ireland, a fellow EU 
member, is being asked to hand him over. 

Last J.\llonday, the High Court endorsed 
the warrant. It took nearly six months for 
the Government to apply to the courts to 
get the ball rol ling on the extradition. The 
snaU's pace may well be a reflection of 
sensitivity attaching to the case. A hear
ing awaits In the new year. 

There have been two developments 
since the last attempt to get Mr Balley to 
France. One ground for the ruling In 2012 
conce1ned European legislation that 
didn't make allowances fbr the extradi
tion ofa citizen ofa third country. In 
other words, J.\llr Balley, an Englishman, 
couldn't be extradited to France as an 
lrlsh or a French person could. That Jaw 

In the view of this observer, who sat 
through the Paris trial, It was a sham. 
J.\llr Balleys absence meant there was no 
testing of evidence. But the evidence, 
such as It was, bore no resemblance to 
what would have been permitted in an 
Irish court. A French detective who had 
travelled to West Cork told the court that 
a garda he met was of the opinion that 
J.\llr Balley was guUty. 

A psychologist produced a report In 
which he opined that Mr Balley had a bor 
derl ine personal ity. The psychologist had 
never met, not to mind interviewed, his 
subject. 

Just two witnesses travelled from Cork 
to give evidence. Up to a dozen 1A1tnesses 
were contacted "1th Jess than a fort 
night's notice, requested to travel to 
Paris, make their own arrangements,and 
show up In the court One might speculate 
that witnesses tl"om lreland were r e 
garded as props rather than central com
ponents in reconstructing events around 
the violent death ofl\lls du Plantier. 

The most bizarre evidence was prob
ably the only new detall in the case. A 
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close friend of Ms du Plantier, Agnes Tho
mas, told the court that, 19 years after the 
murder, she remembered a conversation 
she had with Ms du Plantier about a week 
befbre the latter died. 

"She had mentioned that there was a 
man who wanted to meet her. She didn't 
really want to meet him, but didn't know 

There appeared, to this observer, to be 
two objectives driving the Paris trial. 

One was to bring solace to the bereaved 
family. The second was to produce a r e 
sult that would beefup the next request to 
extradite Mr Balley. Both are under
standable aspirations, but using the guise 
ofa murder trial to pursue them would
hardly be acceptable for a stable and ma
ture democracy.

This case wUJ be heard by the High 
Court in Dublin, most likely by the Court 
of Appeal and possibly by the Supreme 
Court. The judges involved may well, In 

How Celts' winter solstice is relevant to modern Ireland 

T oday is ofllclally the shortest 
day of the year and at 4.19am 
tomorrow, we'll have the 
winter sol stice In the 

northern hemisphere, when the 
Earth's North Pole Is at Its maximum 
tilt away from the sun. 

This tilt gives us the longest hours of 
darkness throughout the whole year, 
and still, after all these years, In 
Ireland, the solstice sun wUJ light up 
the 5,200-year-old passage tomb In 
Newgrange, Co Meath. 

In Celtic msdom, the winter solstice, 
or the "dark night of the soul", was one 
of eight festivals in their calendar. 
Unlike us, our Celtic ancestors lived 
with the rhythms of nature, and this 
was a time of year of going in wards and 
reflecting. 

Not so in our busy, busy times. 
If2019 has given us anything, It has 

given us overwhelm and uncertainty. 
At a national level, there Is the rising 

numbers living in homelessness, 10,514 
people and counting, 3,826 of whom are 
chUdren. We have the ongoing and 
unresolved saga with the FA!. There 
are the creche fees and the insurance 
premiums to go along "1th them. 
We've had European, local and 
by-elections. 

We have the crippling trafllc Jams, 
that aren't sporadic In nature, but 
chronic and dally, and not just In 
Dublin and Cork, but reaching Into all 
of our commuter belts. 

Next door, we've had to wait "1th 
baited breath to see would Brex!t un
fold or not. How would our businesses 
cope? How would trading and jobs, 
livelihoods, be impacted? What would 
happen at the border? 

All this In a year when a young inno
cent woman, and wonderful Journalist, 
Lyra J.\llcKee was shot dead in Derry. 

Jnte1nationally, we have US 
president Trump flghtlng 1A1th teen
agers on Twitter whUe facing impeach
ment In the New Year, 1A1th his pal, 
president of Russia Vladlmlr Putin 
rowing in to defend him. 

And as an early Christmas present 
we have Conservative leader Boris 
Johnson llrmly Instated In 10 Downing 
Street as his party had a resounding 
victory in last week's Btitish general 
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If you look around us, 
the trees are without 
their leaves, animals 
are hibernating, farm 
animals are kept 
indoors, flowers have 
gone to seed, and 
aside from us humans, 
everyone and 
everything else seems 
to have got the memo 
to slow down 

election, under their 'get Brex!t done• 
manifesto. People were so beleaguered 
after three years ofBrexit 'what Ifs', 
and frustration reigned supreme. 

Existentially, we are Inundated with 
reports about the precarious future of 
the planet, not to mention relentless 
flres In the Amazon and Australia. 

When It comes to action, the 
scientists, In their thousands, can
agree, but the policymakers, our world 
leaders can't seem to.  

Instead, grown men, like Trump 
and broadcasters Piers J.\llorgan and 
Jeremy Clarkson, take aim at a 16-
year-old girl 

So if you're gliding Into 2020, in a 

The sun shines along the passage floor into the inner chamber at Newgrange during the winter solstice. Unlike us, our Celtic ancestors 
lived with the rhythms of nature, and this was a time of year of going inwards and reflecting. Picture: Alan Betson

state of overwhelm, no one would 
blame you. 

What did our Celtic ancestors do? 
They saw the winter solstice, and 
indeed this time of the year, as 'deep 
winter'. They surrendered to the 
darkness, slowed down and listened. 

If you look around us, the trees 
are mthout their leaves, animals are 
hibernating, farm animals are kept 
indoors, flowers have gone to seed and 
aside from us humans, everyone and 
everything else seems to have got the 
memo to slow down. 

How are you going to spend Christ
mas or, Indeed, the next lllw days be
fore December 25? 

WUJ you race frantically tl"om 
shop to shop picking up token gifts that 
wUJ be left discarded in a corner of 
someone's house come St Stephen's 
Day? 

Or wUJ you spend some time "1th a 
friend or family member, talking, 
kettle on, prepping foo d and Just 
kicking back? 

Digital marketeers have predicted 
that 2020 wUJ be the year of the dlg!tal 
detox. Our social media feeds wUJ see 
out-of-office signs of their own and our 
emalls won't be answered as quickly 
come 8pm or Friday night. 

Just this week, newly published 
research, from LifeSearch showed that 

real-life conversations have decreased 
by 15% over the past llve years. 

What's more, the number of digital 
conversations being had In the UK 
every day has overtaken face-to-face 
Interactions. 

The research fbund that family 
dinners were no longer a guaranteed 
time of'catching up', with one In seven 
(14%) respondents saying they felt 
more comfbrtable talking "1th family 
by phone, messaging apps, and social 
media. 

And in a world of unrelenting fbrest 
llres, seeming powerlessness over 
climate action and Increasingly 
polarised politics -deep and 
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meaningful face-to-face conversations 
would really help us all cope that bit 
better. 

And what better time to start that 
digital detox and have those face-to
face conversations than at Chtistmas 
time? After all, our Celtic ancestors 
used this time to slow right down and 
stay Indoors. 

According to Mari Kennedy, who 
worked as former president Mary 
McA !eese•s project co-ordinator, the 
darkness that the winter solstice 
brings lsn 't actually a bad thing. 

Now working as an organisational 
consultant, as well as a yoga instruc
tor, Mari also teaches people about 
that old calendar, the Celtic Wheel 

This might be the darkest and 
longest day of the year, but it also 
marks the return of the light. 

While 2019 might have been over
whelming, you '11 be far better able to 
take on 2020 If you avall of the rest that 
Christmas holidays, if you have them, 
can give-b e  that S1A1tchlng off the 
email, putting down the phone, or 
spending time with friends and family, 
who you only manage to chat to over 
WhatsApp all year. 

The last 12 months might have been 
overwhelmlng, Internationally and 
domestically, leaving people llleling 
powerless and In a state of despair, but 
the next 12 wUJ not be assisted by our 
continued exhaustion. 

This winter solstice and Christmas, 
slow down If you can, switch off If 
your Job allows It and try spend some 
time with good friends or family, lfyou 
have one. 
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When Richard Bruton, the communications minister, says
Ireland must take robust steps to protect its national infra-
structure from cyber attacks, he is not crying wolf. It is a
clear and present danger in our wired world. More than 60%
of Irish organisations have reported cyber crime in the past
two years, resulting in losses of more than €3m per hit.

No company or entity that relies on computer networks is
too small to attract the interest of cyber criminals. Earlier
this month, hackers using ransomware immobilised the com-
puters at the city hall in Pensacola, Florida. The attack came
with a demand for €896,000. Hospitals and government offices
across the US have been hit this year, with repair costs esti-
mated at €6.7bn.

It’s a reminder — should one be needed — that with every
box proclaiming the marvels of the computer therein, comes
another labelled Pandora.

The threat is especially grave in Ireland. Our digital econ-
omy contributes 5% of national gross domestic product, pro-
vides employment for more than 100,000 people, and hosts
tech corporations such as Apple, IBM, Google, Microsoft, HP,
and Facebook that have made Ireland their hub for oper-
ations in the European zone. It’s estimated that more than
30% of all European Union data is stored here. As the Govern-
ment’s cyber strategy warns, a strike against a company here
could have an immediate impact across the EU and beyond.
In the corporatespeak our bureaucrats and politicians now
feel it necessary to use, we are faced with “elevated” security
and economic risks.

There has been no shortage of statements of the obvious,
but is the new National Cyber Security Strategy unveiled by
Mr Bruton, robust enough?

The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), we are told,
will be authorised to increase staffing and — it’s to be as-
sumed — spending on kit next year, but no information about
current and resourcing and staffing has been published. The
country’s electoral system — covering voter registration and
regulating online political advertising — is to be protected as
part of the critical national infrastructure, which might help
to stop foreign governments meddling in our democracy, but
the principal threat comes from those who threaten our vital
financial and utility sectors.

While piling resources into defence, could the NCSC, in
co-operation with similar agencies in the EU, Britain, and the
US, do more to take the fight aggressively to the cyber gangs?

Would not the clearest signal of the Government’s determi-
nation to deal with the threat be to accept that cyber security
can no longer be parcelled up and all but hidden away in the
communications, climate action, and environment ministry?
It warrants a department — and a minister — of its own. If
that is too radical for the Government to contemplate, mov-
ing it to the defence department — which is, after all, respon-
sible for security — would be another option.

Cyber crime — and
how to beat it

Snow scene at Bridge St, Cork, looking towards St Patrick’s Bridge on December, 30, 1962. Ref. 630M
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‘Grim and grisly’ roads
Many surfaces like ice-rinks after heavy snow An apt
description of road conditions, both at home and abroad
last night, was given by a spokesman for one of the motor-
ing organisations, who referred to the far-from-mobile
scene as ‘grim and grisly’ this Christmas period.

In this country, only one or two of the southern coun-
ties remained comparatively unaffected, while in Brit-
ain, the whole country was ice bound.

Southern areas, after more than 24 hours of heavy
snow followed by a severe frost, were particularly badly
hit. At home, the south was the happy exception on a day
in which most areas of the country experienced heavy
showers of snow. These later turned into slush, which
then froze, and the traffic chaos began.

But even in the ‘sunny south’, there was yet a further
exception – Waterford, where a heavy snowfall caused
that county to join its more northern neighbours in the
big battle for mobility.

Christmas TV hitch
Telefís Éireann are making experiments with their out-
side broadcast units in a last effort to have their new
transmitter at Mullaghanish, which will serve the south

and south-west of the country, in operation before
Christmas. Unless the experiments prove successful,
prospective viewers in most of Cork and Kerry will have
to wait until mid-January for the service which it is ex-
pected would be ready by the middle of this month.

The Mullinaghanish transmitter, when everything is
complete early next year, will rely on the Maghera, Clare
station to rebroadcast the signal from Kippure.

A delay at Maghera is the reason for the upset in the
company’s plans to bring the Cork station into operation
this month.

The Maghera transmitting aerial, due for delivery last
October, was found to be defective when tested by the
manufacturers, Messrs Rhode and Schwartz, at their
Munich factory. Delivery of the serial is now scheduled
for mid-December. This has involved a delay of some six
weeks, as a result of which it will not be possible to com-
plete work at Maghera before mid-January.

The permanent links connecting the transmitters are
now under construction by the Department of Posts and
Telegraphs. The Radio Éireann Authority announced

yesterday that programmes will be radiated from the
Truskmore, Co Sligo, and Mount Leinster transmitters
beginning Sunday, December 23.

Khrushchev says only one choice — co-existence or
devastating war
Mr Khrushchev said yesterday there was only one choice
before mankind in our time: “Peaceful co-existence or
devastating war”.

He told the Supreme Soviet he was satisfied with the
outcome of the Cuba compromise, but the time had come
to put the agreements on paper and have them confirmed
at the UN. Russia had withdrawn her ‘few score’ rockets
— sent as a defensive move to make America think twice
about invading — because President Kennedy had prom-
ised not to invade Cuba, the Soviet leader declared.

If this promise was not kept, it would destroy Russia’s
confidence in America’s word, he said.

He noted that some western leaders, notably Dr Aden-
suer and his ‘disciple’ Lord Home, thought the Cuban
lesson was that Russia should be dealt with by threats
of war. They should remember that, if such crises were
repeated, Britain and other countries ‘can be hurled into
a catastrophe’. The world was living on top of a ‘mined
cellar full of nuclear weapons’, and the only solution was
disarmament and peaceful co-existence.

FROM THE ARCHIVE

Words matter now more than ever
pages saying she was ‘passionate about
time management’. Whatever floats your
boat.

At the end of the day, nothing compares
right now to ‘so’.

So, let’s deal with the ‘so’ business. ‘So’
is now used to prefix the most basic expla-
nation of anything, or even the recounting
of anything, and is usually weighted with
the kind of patient inflection one might
deploy in addressing a child of tender
years.

So. We were out last night and somebody
asked where all this ‘so’ business came
from. So I explained that it originated in
Silicon Valley, created by the Geeks to
explain the basics of their latest inven-
tions to those less geekish than they. So.
There you are. I wish they’d stop, so I do.

I could go on until the cows come home
but it would only make my head hurt
more. Can George Orwell’s observations
be applied to the current contamination of
the popular vernacular? Words
fail me on that one. What I do
know is that this
column will most
likely result in
me being ac-
cused of virtue
signalling for
calling out all
the doubling
down on the
poor vernacular.

Happy new
year.

lower himself into that mumbo jumbo, yet
virtue signalling is all the rage.

Another rage that has swept through
the vernacular is ‘space’. People no longer
live in homes — those who have them —
but occupy a space. They used to hold an
opinion but now they’re in a particular
space. They may have endured periods of
being down in the dumps, or flying with-
out wings, but now they are in a bad space
or a good space, as if they were Major
Tom, floating in a tin can, far above the
world, looking for a little space to call
their own.

What has befallen passion? It used to
reference sex or love or a primal connec-
tion with a form of art or some activity
that bettered the lot of humans or ani-
mals. Now passion has set up shop in the
workplace. A consultant of some hue or
other was recently quoted on the business

Theresa? Now try imagining Roy stating
that Niall was actually virtue signalling.
No, Mr Keane is far too intelligent to

a Californian accent if you really want to
signal your virtue).

On the subject of data, have you ever
tried to interrogate data? This scary-
sounding activity arose last year in the
controversy over material removed from
Independent News & Media’s computer
server. The data was taken offshore to be
‘interrogated’. Did they strap the data to
chair and tell it to spill the beans or excru-
ciating torture would follow?

Moving onto the business of dialling.
Every now and again, you’re bound to
hear about somebody dialling up a situ-
ation, or even dialling it down, at a time
when nobody dials anymore. We tap
numbers on mobiles (which will soon be
called cellphones, mark my word).

Then we come to the phrase that has
not so much entered but set up shop in the
popular vernacular. How are you fixed
for ‘virtue signalling’?

You can’t walk down the street these
days without encountering somebody
who’s virtue signalling. On first inspec-
tion, this might indicate notice that a vir-
tue is coming down a railtrack near you.
In fact, it’s just the in-vogue term to
describe somebody who has a great
welcome for themselves.

Remember Saipan and Roy Keane
suggesting that Niall Quinn was Mother

“A man may take to drink because he feels
himself to be a failure, and then fail all the

more completely because he drinks. It is
rather the same thing that is happening to
the English language. It becomes ugly and
inaccurate because out thoughts are fool-
ish, but the slovenliness of our language

makes it easier for us to have foolish
thoughts.” — George Orwell.

So, will somebody please double
down on reaching out this new
year? Failing that, would it be
possible in 2020 to reset on all

the virtue signalling? Now is the time to
interrogate the data on these issues be-
fore I begin to tear my hair out.

The closing of one year and the opening
of another might be a time to reflect on
why the state of vernacular as spoken and
written in this country has gone bananas.
Plain English is out the window. Phras-
eology that had the benefit of colour and
context is used no more. Everything
today is delivered in this kind of quasi-
tech lingo mixed with American sporting
jock piffle, all dipped in pseudo therapy
speak.

A few examples are stark. Let’s start
with ‘reaching out’. This term is now in
vogue to describe meeting or contacting
a fellow human being in all its different
settings. It evokes the image of a hand
extending to draw in the subject and set a
soft and fuzzy tone for the contact. Think
Diana Ross smothered in sequins reach-
ing out to touch somebody’s hand, to
make this world a better place, if you can.

Even people who should know better
are engaging in this piffle. A while back,
respected New York Times columnist
Nicholas Kristof wrote a striking piece
about the conditions for migrants in
border detention centres. Then he went
and spoiled it all by declaring: “I reached
out to federal and local officials for com-
ment.”

You did what? Why didn’t you just pick
up a phone or knock on a door?

Moving on to the sporting jock sphere, I
acknowledge that ‘stepping up to the
plate’ is entering the realm of old hat by
now, but it still drives me round the bend.

Stepping up to the plate is not an invi-
tation to eat some grub, but a reference to
the batting position in baseball. The game
is a tiny minority sport in this country,
yet we hear of people stepping up to the
plate to beat the band. (In a similar vein, if
I see another sportswriter referring to a
sportsperson being in their ‘sophomore
year’ I’ll… step up to the plate with a
baseball bat in my hand and violence on
my mind).

Check out ‘reset’. At a time when sport-
ing parlance in this country has em-
braced ‘the process’ to describe plain
old tactics, we also have ‘reset’ to tell
everybody to get back into position. If this
was confined to sporting environments,
we could live with it, but it has contami-
nated general life. Every morning, I don’t
get out of bed. I reset.

Speaking of grub, wherefore ‘all-you-
can-eat data’? Listen, you think the left-
over chicken from Sunday’s roast tastes
rank by Wednesday? Try tucking into
data. (Pronounced date-a with the hint of

MICHAEL CLIFFORD

So many of the idioms we find ourselves using these
days originated in Silicon Valley with its upstarts and
kingpins, such as Facebook and chief executive Mark
Zuckerberg. Picture: Chris Ratcliffe
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Fianna Fáil’s Micheál Martin raises a useful question when
he worries that the “familial relationship” that Ireland and
Britain have developed over the decades as joint members of
the European Union might begin to fade away on February 1,
the date on which the UK will — given the now certain ratifi-
cation of the re-negotiated withdrawal treaty — cease mem-
bership of the EU’s political assemblies. It’s a serious worry,
since not only the spirit of the Good Friday Agreement, but
also the future of trade links and security co-operation,
require the closest possible Anglo-Irish relationships.

A possible replacement model to which Mr Martin looks is
the Nordic Council. Comprising Denmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, and Sweden, its work has in no way been impeded
by the fact that some of these states are EU members while
others are not.

An almost ready-made option closer to home is the very
much extant British-Irish Council. It was created in 1998
under the Good Friday Agreement. Bringing together repre-
sentatives of the Irish and British governments and of the
UK’s devolved administrations — plus the Isle of Man, Guern-
sey, and Jersey — its purpose is to “promote positive, practi-
cal relationships among the people of the islands, and to
provide a forum for consultation and co-operation”.

It would need more administrative muscle — money and a
few more bureaucrats — than it currently has at its office in
Edinburgh, but that shouldn’t be beyond the wit of Dublin
and London to organise. Neither should the role of ambassa-
dors be overlooked when ensuring that the “familial relation-
ship” of which Mr Martin speaks is not put asunder.

The time at long last has come to accept that the UK is to
walk away from the institutions of the EU, but also that it will
not be leaving our group of islands.

An Anglo-Irish
council of hope

Limitless optimism is an essential tool in a politician’s men-
tal kitbag, while voters would be wise to heed the warning is-
sued by the French philosopher Raymond Aron: “What pass-
es for optimism is most often the effect of an intellectual
error.” Ireland’s Green Party leader Eamon Ryan looks on
the bright side. A Green Party taoiseach, he says, is possible,
not after the next general election, but perhaps within the
next decade. Really? He looks for inspiration to Germany
where, he says, the Greens form “almost the largest party” in
the Bundestag. That is an intellectual error: The Greens cur-
rently have 67 seats in that parliament, somewhat fewer than
the 90 held by the far-Right Alternative for Germany.

The Greens have some sound policies, many of which will
in time be purloined by our main legacy parties. Mr Ryan,
though, could do worse than take a careful look at what hap-
pened this month to the leader of Britain’s small and imper-
fectly formed Liberal Democrat party. Jo Swinson opened
her general election campaign by saying what she would do
when swept into Downing Street. At the campaign’s end, the
Lib Dems had fewer seats than at the outset. Having lost her
own seat, she resigned. As Enoch Powell said, all political ca-
reers end in failure… some much sooner than others.

Green expectations
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nothing the quell the on-going cri-
sis in the housing, homeless and
rental sector.
In other countries in the EU they ac-
tually control and set rents effec-
tively.
For example, Berlin have instigated
a five-year rent freeze.
Why is it at our Government refuses
to take measures such as this to
deal with the crisis in rents?
The Government must instigate a
radical new programme in which
they bring rents back to affordable
levels, freeze them, and close all
the loopholes that vulture funds are
using in the Residential Tenancies
legislation.
This is the only effective way to stop
rents from continuing to skyrocket.
The State must also commence a
programme of directly building
council housing in order to actually
increase supply of affordable rental
accommodation.

Richard Boyd Barrett TD
People Before Profit spokesperson

on housing

Tesco cards
allegations
I cannot believe the reports that
Tesco charity cards had a message
from prisoners in China.
It said “We are foreign prisoners in
Shanghai Qinqpu prison, China.
Forced to work against our will.
Please help us and notify human
rights organisation.”
At least Tesco have halted produc-
tion, but how could this happen?
Using forced labour from a prison
to create charity products? It begg-
ars belief.
The company claims it is ‘shocked’
and that they have launched an in-
vestigation.
I sincerely hope they take this seri-
ously and we will find out how it is
resolved in 2020.

Arnold Jones
London

Happy faces everywhere,
Realistically, for some people it is
not happy,
In doorways, homeless people
cower forlornly,
Shelter from the cold is all they long
for,
They are sad, desperate, ex-
hausted and some are sick,
“Merry” is not how they would de-
scribe Christmas,
Alone on the streets with nowhere
to go,
So, please think about and feel
sympathy for the homeless this
Christmas.

Poem by Clodagh Flynn
Aged 11

Grangecon
Co. Wicklow

Ignoring the
rent crisis
The claims of rent stabilisation from
Housing Minister Eoghan Murphy
before Christmas are a sick joke
because rents have increased by
over 8% in the third quarter of 2019.
The much-vaunted Rent Pressure
Zones have been a total failure.
Vulture funds and property specu-
lators who are buying up newly
built houses can charge what they
like in rent because the govern-
ments rent controls do not apply to
new housing output.
Loopholes in the Residential Tenan-
cies legislation provide ample op-
portunity for landlords to get
around the Rent Pressure Zones.
The Government’s attempt to spin
these increases in rent will provide
absolutely no comfort for the
people who are now having to fork
out even more rent each month —
in many cases this could be the
difference between being able to
pay your rent or not.
For people looking at this, they will
see a government attempting to de-
fend the indefensible — their hous-
ing policy has failed, and it is doing

Fairytale tribute
was a great idea
Great show, the story of the ‘Fairy-
tale of New York’ a great song by a
great composer. Not forgetting the
contribution of the great Kirsty
MacColl who died tragically since.
The three hundred thousand an-
nual royalties is a just reward and
Twink, I hope you had some turkey
for Christmas with your sour
grapes.

Eamon Aherne
Midleton
Co Cork

Waiting times
let us all down
I read in the Irish Examiner (23/12/
2019) that a private hospital in Belf-
ast is planning to double the
number of cataract operations it
carries out on people from the Re-
public of Ireland.
My friend has been waiting months
for her operation and it is
astounding that we can’t manage
simple procedures in our own
health system.
We all pay our taxes — my friend
has been paying taxes for over 45
years.
Now she is being let down when
she needs it most.
It is crazy. I hope the next govern-
ment sort out the HSE once and for
all.

Joanne O’Mahony
Tralee

Co Kerry

Seeking shelter
from the cold
Christmas is mainly known as a
time of peace,

Road safety is a
health issue
There is an argument for giving re-
sponsibility for all aspects of road
safety and driver behaviour, from
the issuing of driving licences to the
funding of road safety measures, to
a single state agency.
I believe, furthermore, that such an
agency should be accountable to
the Minister for Health and
Children, not the Minister for the
Environment and Local Govern-
ment, who has many responsibil-
ities in this area.
A connection needs to be made be-
tween road safety expenditure and
health expenditure, especially in
hospital accident and emergency
wards, which will decline if road
safety measures are successful.
This, in turn, could lead to a reduc-
tion in the number of fatalities and
injuries on our roads.
Road safety should be a function
on the Department of Health and
Children rather than a matter
merely associated with roads and
infrastructure as has been the case.
Road safety is not a financial issue,
but a human one. Nobody can put
a value on the lives lost on our
roads. This, in turn, could lead to
huge savings in health and hospital
budgets, or on the human suffering
which results.
Road safety should be given a
much higher priority by the govern-
ment than is evident at the present
time. If we are to be serious about
road safety, the time has come to
give responsibility for the problem
to a dedicated single state agency.
There is an argument that the agen-
cy should be the national safety
council. Life is sacred. Act now.

Cllr Noel Collins
Midleton
Co Cork

Let’s build a
better world for
our children
to live in
Drug thugs and narco cartels view
pre-teens as expendable. Home-
less children face a hard Christmas
and an extremely difficult 2020. The
same applies to the many children
in direct provision seeking asylum.
You’d have expected by now a
Ulysses for our time and For Whom
the Bell Tolls in paper and on film to
lay out such time as ours and view it
in our world and our era.
Banks robbing children’s and
grandchildren’s hopes (banks that
the public purse bailed out).
We damage the environment and
seek blunt-front SUVs to stoke our
image, as we rob ongoing the bank
of our children’s hopes.
What public service exists across
stretches of Ireland? What invest-
ment are we making now that will
stand and help our children and
their children 25 years hence?
Crime networks traffic children
here, as narco cartels saturate here
with cocaine added to by crack and
heroin. We adults provide their mar-
kets.
That alt-state views our children, all
of our children, as expendable. Alt-
right, narco cartels, traffickers are
an alt-state our children can live
well without. Let’s not help build
that alt-state.
Brothers, sisters, we don’t need
any fascist groove thing. Let’s con-
tribute to a better world for our
children to live in.

Tom Ryan
Doon

Co Limerick

FORUM FORUM

Hate is not going to move us
forward. Hate has never
moved anyone or anything
forward.

And yet, if anything stands out from
this last decade, it is our growing toler-
ance for intolerance.

We’ve become tolerant of, or perhaps
immune to, political leaders with intol-
erant viewpoints and hurtful rhetoric.
We’ve grown accustomed to acts not
of random kindness but of random
terror, be they in Paris in 2015, where
131 were killed, the senseless murder
of Labour politician Jo Cox in 2016, or
the London Bridge attack in 2017
where eight people were killed.

We’ve had Brexit next door and the
rise of Donald Trump, taking the White
House, having described an entire
population of people as “rapists”. Once
elected, his rhetoric never changed,
referring to countries experiencing
economic inequality as “shitholes”.

We used to bat eyelids at his re-
marks, less so nowadays, because hate
seems to have become the norm, both
IRL (in real life) as millennials say, and
online too.

The last decade has seen the rise of
our virtual selves, where we hide
behind screens and lash out nasty
missives at the touch of a thoughtless
fingertip. Money ventured into this
process when Facebook introduced
paid ads in 2010, and all sorts of agen-
das could get pushed online from any-
where in the world to anywhere else in
the world.

This disinhibition effect, where we
behave far more appallingly than we
would were we face to face with some-
one, seems to have then crept into the
real world.

This disinhibition effect then got
coupled with another social phenom-
enon of the last 10 years — our
on-demand culture.

How long does it take for your blood
pressure to rise in a coffee queue? How
quick does it take for you to rise to irri-
tation or even anger if your order isn’t
taken as quickly as the one-click ‘buy
now’ button on Amazon? How long
does it take for your patience to be
tested when a website doesn’t load on
your smartphone within two seconds?

Can you even sit through one TV or
YouTube ad anymore, or has Netflix
entirely curbed your ability to be pa-
tient?

This on-demand culture comes with
a ‘reply-to-me-now’ one too.

In a world where you can publicly
shout your dissatisfaction at a brand,
business, or person in a millisecond
and bombard your busy sister with
endless WhatsApp messages expecting
an immediate reply, we’ve become un-
consciously and unfairly accustomed
to instant answers and resolutions.

We rise to offence and outrage before
catching a breath.

Do you then bring this all intoler-
ance and impatience into the real
world, mistaking the flesh and blood
of the human before you for a badly
sequenced algorithm or dodgy wifi
connection?

What’s happening online is influenc-
ing what’s happening offline, and vice
versa.

How we interact with each other is
changing right before our very eyes,
but how aware are we of its impli-
cations?

In his Christmas message, President
Michael D Higgins, spoke about the
importance of acting as a global com-
munity, not a divided one.

He was speaking about this commu-
nity specifically in relation to our
treatment of refugees, and our re-
sponse to climate change.

“Today many people turn to us, their
fellow global citizens, for protection
and shelter for themselves and their
families, and for the provision of hope
for a better future,” said the President.
“Do we dismiss them from our door,
telling them there is no room at our

inn, or do we greet them in a spirit of
hospitality bearing in mind the history
of emigration that is such a defining
characteristic of the Irish people?”

Speaking about climate change, and
the hope of being successful in address-
ing it, President Higgins referenced a
“global community”.

“Governments have a key role in
leading the necessary change. How-
ever, if we are to succeed in meeting
this greatest challenge we must all act
as a global community,” he said.

After a decade of heavy individual-
ism, where we expect our every de-
mand to have been met yesterday, do
we still have the capacity to act as a
community and act together?

On an individual level, and es-
pecially at this time of year, we all
know the tension caused by discord in
our relationships — be that within a

family where one sibling has fallen out
with another and no redress or repair
appears forthcoming, or in the work-
place where trenches have been dug
deep.

This discord is often one of the
hardest of human conundrums, for a
social species based on tribe, and yet
letting go, forgiving and moving
forward can seem like an even harder
resolution.

Why forgive someone who is not
sorry, who does not see the fault and
hurt in their own actions? But never
mind the why, how do you even do
that? Bring this entrenchment from
the individual to the global, and things
get even trickier.

With a new decade upon us we have
once-in-a-lifetime challenges to ad-
dress and solve in the areas of mi-
gration and climate change.

We cannot expect the likes of Trump,
or his ‘base’, to change, and yet our
shouting and raging at them is not
going to take us forward either.

We need to find a new way of relating
to each other and we will have to for-
give those who are not repentant. We
will need to do this if we want to move
forward and overcome the challenges
that lie ahead.

The last 10 years brought huge
change that we did not see coming,
from social media to streaming, and
from politics to polarisation, but we
know all that now.

It’s with this knowledge, and aware-
ness, that we need to look forward,
move forward, into the next decade. We
won’t be able to say ‘no one warned us’.
We’ve already lived with a decade of
intolerance; we can’t afford to live like
that for another.

Taking stock of the changes seen in last decade

US president Donald Trump during a stu-
dent action summit at Palm Beach County
Convention Centre in West Palm Beach,
Florida, last week. We can not expect the
likes of Trump, or his base, to change —
despite our shouting.

Picture: Andrew Harnik/AP

The last 10 years
brought huge change
that we did not see
coming, from social
media to streaming,
and from politics to
polarisation, but we
know all that now
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Thursday was the third anniversary of Martin McGuinness’
decision to stand down as Northern Ireland’s Deputy First
Minister and close that early chapter in the current, as yet
unrealised, normalisation of that society, its relationships
with its neighbours, and its neighbours’ relationship with it.
McGuinness died some weeks later, but his office, for today at
least but maybe not for too long more, remains echoingly
empty. The institution he dedicated the latter stages of his life
to — Stormont — can, after yesterday’s agreement by all the
parties involved to restore power-sharing, become a catalyst
in a relevant and important democratic process.

That assembly’s role never seemed more pressing than
now as Brexit redraws fundamental relationships. Had that
political vacuum continued a new darkness might have
closed in. It is extremely important that the commitment to
renewing Stormont is robust and withstands the changes
Brexit will bring. The linkage between London funding for
Northern Ireland and political progress addresses this issue,
hopefully in a convincing, reliable way.

Anyone who might stymie the revived process must have
the very highest motivations as anything less would be intol-
erable. Especially as the fear, intransigence, cultural differ-
ences that prevailed since that January day in 2017, almost
made yesterday’s final step seem one too far. How uplifting it
is on the cusp of a new decade, that these fears have been con-
quered and a new dynamic has a chance to take hold.

McGuinness remains a divisive figure — as does nearly
every important figure from the North’s Troubles — but his
journey offers reassurance. He won prominence as a young
paramilitary in Derry. His charisma fizzled on television
screens when he was filmed recruiting young men for his
deadly cause by showing them some of the IRA’s weapons.
Yet, an image from the closing stages of his career, before ill-
ness swept him away, shows him shaking hands with Queen
Elizabeth, the figurehead of all he opposed. The warlord had
become a politician because the Armalite was found unequal
to the task of fathering real, positive change.

Unimaginable — and unacceptable — as the carnage that
befell McGuinness’ society in the decades separating those
two images might be today, the image of him wearing a white
bow tie as he shook hands with Queen Elizabeth was unim-
aginable even when the Good Friday Agreement (GFA) was
signed 21 years ago. Yet that resetting came about because of
the GFA and the recognition that so much had to be set aside
— but not forgotten — if progress was to be realised. That
principle seems relevant south of the border this week as a
well-intentioned, but poorly presented event was misused in
the most opportunistic way when officialdom’s eye was taken
off the greater prize.

The efforts to restore Stormont have succeeded and even if
the patience of Job and the wisdom of David will be needed to
realise the potential that milestone brings failure is not an op-
tion. Too many lives, too much opportunity, and time have
been sacrificed to the ideas that can still divide and weaken.

A good day but the real work of rebuilding must begin now.

Stormont revived but
real work begins now

Queueing for the annual sale at Roches Stores department store, St Patrick’s Street, Cork, January 1983. Ref. 268/268
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Ireland’s defence of Triple Crown begins with a win
I’ll remember that one — you can write it down”, quipped
Irish winger Moss Finn, with colleague Michael Kiernan
adding “it still has not sunk in”.

The two Cork players, Finn of Constitution and
Kiernan of Dolphin, were commenting on their roles in
Ireland’s only try at Murrayfield on Saturday — a score
which had a major bearing on the outcome of the match.

Finn, who scored two tries against Wales last year,
could not remember either of them because he was
concussed, but he can recall exactly the move which led
up to the try on Saturday when he created a brilliant try
for Kiernan.

The winger came thundering in to take a pass from
David Irwin, broke through the defence, but realising he
would not make it to the line, chipped delicately ahead,
and sprinter Kiernan produced an electrifying burst of
speed to get in for the score.

Ireland then began the defence of the Triple Crown on
a successful note, and long after the post-match dinner,
its pomp, the drones of a lone Scottish piper and the
“addressing of the haggis” are forgotten, the Irish
players will remember this match.

It was a crunch game, with Ireland as Triple Crown
champions having a lot to lose.

But as one of the “aged” members of the Irish team,

Moss Keane, put it — “Didn’t I tell you we would win
handy by two or three points. Nobody believed me, but
my predictions are always right.” A wry smile, and he
was off to partake in the celebrations.

Tearful farewell for Dick Emery

He loved them and made them laugh — but the women in
comedian Dick Emery’s life wept at his funeral. His fifth
wife, Josephine, dressed in black velvet and his girlfriend
Fay shared the same grief, but their eyes never met.
Emery’s fourth wife, Victoria, was also at the funeral.

Josephine arrived first, supported by friends. But it
was Emery’s sweetheart, Fay Hillier (34), a former
Bluebell girl who came with his coffin to the tiny
crowded chapel at Mortlake, West London.

The congregation was told that Emery was a “warm,
kind and gentle man.”

He was both generous and courageous said
Fr Diamond, who recalled Emery’s generosity to
under-privileged children in Deptford.

“But Dick always kept his kindness secret. He hated
people knowing about his generosity,” he said.

Bloody start to new year in Northern Ireland

Loyalist killers tried to launch a bloody New Year
offensive, gunning down two men as they removed
Protestant slogans and paint which had been daubed on a
car at Manor Street in North Belfast.

Ironically, one of their victims was a Protestant.
According to neighbours, red paint had been daubed

on up to a dozen cars in the street on Thursday night, and
the two men, who lived next door to each other, were
cleaning it off one vehicle when the terrorists opened
fire. The gunmen obviously knew that having daubed
cars, someone would try to clean it off and expose
themselves to the killer gangs.

Later in January a leading Northern Ireland judge was
shot dead by IRA gunmen as he left Mass. Judge William
Doyle was gunned down outside St. Bridget’s Church in
Malone Road, Belfast.

The 56-year-old county court judge died instantly
when two gunmen walked up and pumped five bullets
into him at point blank range as he was getting into his
car outside the church. The gunmen escaped to a waiting
car, running through the panic-stricken worshippers
pouring out of the church.

Admitting the killing, the Provisional IRA said they
had “executed” Judge Doyle because he was a “key figure
in Britain’s oppressive occupation machine” in the
North. They claimed his Catholicism was immaterial.

FROM THE ARCHIVE

Twitter warriors shoot themselves in foot
broadened out. Now in the time of social
media, public debate has regressed. Once
more it’s goodies versus baddies, anger
and stridency squeezing out any nuance
or perspective.

Negative reaction to the proposed com-
memoration was driven and amplified on
Twitter in particular. Many who gave
their considered opinion on Twitter be-
lieved the event was to celebrate the Black
and Tans. Say no more.

What would Seán Ó Faoláin have made
of it all? The writer was an IRA combatant
during the period and subsequently a rare
subversive voice in a submissive state. His
father had been an RIC inspector.

“Men like my father were dragged out in
those years and shot as traitors to their
country — so be it. Shot for cruel necessity
— so be it. Shot to inspire necessary terror
— so be it. But they were not traitors. They
had their loyalties and stuck to them.”

Then again, sure what would Sean Ó
Faoláin know? The man never
tweeted in his life.

unionists in the north of the island that
we have grown up down here and can ac-
knowledge a shared history which is
painful on both sides. The frenzied reac-
tion this week betrayed nothing as much
as a partitionist mentality.

Anybody who genuinely cares
about a United Ireland has to recognise
that it is be made up of two very different
traditions. If the majority tradition down
here can’t come to terms with what was
perpetrated by the other side 100 years
ago, how can we expect the majority
tradition up there to do likewise over
what they were subjected to just 30 years
ago?

The proposed commemoration was
very poorly handled. There should have
been proper consultation and debate
ahead of it. Holding it as the first event of
this seminal year in the centenary of the
violent upheaval was a major misstep.
But the reaction spoke volumes of how far
we have to travel in this state.

One outstanding feature of the hulla-
baloo suggests we have gone back to the
future. In de Valera’s Ireland, the car-
toonish narrative of goodies versus bad-
dies prevailed. Then, with some revision,
the view through the rear mirror was

dated depiction of virtuous freedom fight-
ers taking on the perfidious and evil
crown forces.

Maybe because it would be a good
signal to send to the one million or so

who fought in the War of Independence.
These harsh realities may be self evi-

dent to many but need to be spelled out in
light of the hullabaloo this week about the
proposed State commemoration for the
RIC and Dublin Metropolitan Police.
Much of the criticism of the now aborted
event centred on the police forces’ repu-
tation for brutality and committing atroc-
ities. Some members of the police were
brutal, others revelled in inflicting terror,
and many more were simply doing a job.
But the narrative that the RIC and DMP
had a monopoly on depravity should be
with de Valera, in the grave.

One example of the tone and content
during the week was a piece in the Irish
Examiner written by Padraig Óg Ó Ruairc
who has written several books about the
period. He enumerated a succession of
brutal atrocities for which the RIC were
responsible. But the average reader —
and certainly the average Twitter user —
would have walked away from the article
believing that depravity was the preserve
of the losing side in the War of Indepen-
dence. The reality is that many good
men and women on both sides did bad
things at a terrible time and often had to
make accommodations with themselves
by internalising it for the rest of their
lives.

“Why should the Irish Government ex-
pect the Irish people to commemorate
them?” Mr Ó Ruairc asked.

Well, maybe because they also were
Irish, drawn from the same towns, farms
and families as those who fought for inde-
pendence and then fought each other.
Maybe because Irish history is messy and
complicated and far removed from the

DAN Clifford and a comrade were
hiding out in a house in the Gur-
rane mountains outside Cahir-
civeen. The troops surrounded

the house and ordered the pair to sur-
render. They emerged from the house
with their hands raised. A short time
later they were summarily shot dead.

The killing of the two men was an atroc-
ity, a war crime. It was perpetrated not by
the crown forces or any of the crown’s
agents in Ireland, but instead by the
National Army. The army was acting
with the authority of the provisional gov-
ernment of Ireland, elected by the people
in 1922. Their brief was to defeat forces op-
posed to the Anglo Irish Treaty. At times
the Civil War descended into depravity.

The killing of my grand-uncle on
March 6, 1923, was an atrocity that was
largely forgotten, simply because so
many other atrocities plumbed far darker
depths around that time, particularly in
Kerry.

Shortly after Dan was executed, his
brother Michael, my grandfather, got
word and left his shop in the town to go up
to Gurrane. When he arrived near to the
scene shots were fired at him and he
retreated in fear of his life.

Later, Michael was told that pro-treaty
elements were threatening to burn down
his shop. Michael took no part in the Civil
War but his brother’s involvement had
rendered him a target. This is the kind of
state-sponsored terror that would in time
feature in places such as Mugabe’s Zimb-
abwe, Saddam’s Iraq and the West Bank.

Over the coming months and years the
State will commemorate those who over-
saw the terror from 1922-23. None of
which is to suggest that the anti-treaty
forces were innocent victims in the Civil
War.

They were acting in a profoundly unde-
mocratic manner. They were attempting
to destroy the newly created Free State
for which the majority of people had
voted.

They were complicit in a “violent re-
sponse to oppose and suppress the demo-
cratic wishes of the majority on the is-
land”. That quote was used by Minister
for Justice Charlie Flanagan this week to
describe the Royal Irish Constabulary
(RIC). It also perfectly describes the anti-
Treaty side in the Civil War. The political
leader of the anti-Treaty side, Eamon de
Valera, had declared that “the people
have no right to be wrong” when they
voted for acceptance of the Treaty.

In pursuing their aims the anti-Treaty
side also preyed on the civilian popu-
lation to spread terror. Over the coming
months and years the State will commem-
orate those who took up arms in defiance
of democracy in 1922-23.

The War of Independence which
preceded the Civil War threw up plenty
of atrocities. The war had some demo-
cratic legitimacy through the elections of
December 1918.

But contrary to the unquestioned nar-
rative peddled until recent decades, the
IRA of the time were perfectly apt at
spreading terror as they saw fit. Over the
coming months and years the State will
honour the men and women of the IRA

MICHAEL CLIFFORD

The home of Tomás MacCurtain, Lord Mayor of
Cork, shortly after his assassination by Irish members
of the RIC in March 1920.

Picture: Mercier Archives
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The scale of Australia’s fires is biblical. They are beyond any-
thing experienced, or at least widely highlighted, in modern
times. Fires across vast ares of Siberia in recent years were
on a par but they gripped areas with a far lower population
density than Australia’s inferno states, so they may not have
made the same impression on world consciousness.

The impression created by Australia’s fires — at least 27
people killed and tens of thousands caught in an endless rear-
guard action, more than 25.5m acres scorched and up to a bil-
lion animals burnt alive — is increasingly distressing. Yester-
day’s decision by authorities in Victoria to encourage nearly
250,000 people to evacuate homes will sharpen that feeling, a
mixture of awe, fear and unfortunately, a large degree of
helplessness. That such an advanced country should be so
overwhelmed by nature must at least raise questions about
our capacity to withstand a similar event.

We are unlikely to face an ordeal by fire but scientists have,
for many years, warned about rising sea levels. As the major-
ity of cities on this island are built on tidal estuaries those
warnings cannot be discounted unless of course we, like Aus-
tralia’s prime minister Scott Morrison, dismiss the science.
But, as Australia’s tragedy shows all too clearly, that can
have only one outcome — a runaway disaster deepened by a
lack of preparation despite the unequivocal and persistent
warnings of science. We still have time to act...

Infernos offer a hard
lesson on crisis plans

The closure of the Michelin-starred Mews in Baltimore, Co
Cork adds it to a lengthening and all-too-frequently extended
list of good restaurants that have gone out of business for one
reason or another. Mews is not the only south of Ireland res-
taurant to go out of business recently. Richy’s, and Deasy’s in
Clonakilty have closed, and Arundel’s By the Pier in Ahak-
ista closes this month. Cork City’s Les Gourmandises closed
some months ago as did the Ivory Tower.

There are few business where the challenge, risk, and work
load are so very high, especially if seasonality is a factor. The
return of 13.5% Vat, increases in rents, rates and insurance,
and staff shortages, challenge the sector. The plan to insist
that restaurants publish calorie levels adds pressure too.

Nevertheless, it says something significant that the
casualty rate is so high and so relentless — especially at a
time when interest in food, its preparation and provenance is
so ubiquitous. These businesses enrich our lives and add
greatly to the quality of life we can enjoy. It may be time
to find a way to be more supportive as a society and
as individuals.

Last orders sadly
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almost every district in Ireland, and
I have them under the microscope.”
That force cannot be equated with
An Garda Síochána.

Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh
Baile Átha Cliath

RIC commemoration
would’ve caused riots
The State supported and partici-
pated in the commemoration of the
Soloheadbeg RIC ambush of 1919.
Two thousand people attended.
Three months later journalist Lyra
McKee was shot dead in Derry as
riots went on.
Journalist Jim McCann alluded to
the Soloheadbeg ambush com-
memoration as playing a significant
role in the riots and in turn, the
death of Lyra McKee.
Leo Varadkar insisted that an Irish
unity poll is not timely in the present
political climate, so what was this
latest [now deferred] RIC com-
memoration about? If anything it
could have lead to more instability:
more riots, more untimely deaths.
Has Lyra McKee’s death not left any
mark on his arrogance despite the
state turning up in huge numbers
for her funeral in Belfast.

Ian Hester
Ballymacurley

Co Roscommon

Drinking whiskey
for Irish freedom
My father, Tim Lennon, once drank
a bottle of whiskey in the cause of
Irish freedom.
One morning, in 1920, he was walk-
ing to work on the Roundwood
Waterworks, from his digs. He en-
countered a number of Black and
Tans who had looted one, or more,
premises. One of them offered him
a drink from a five-naggin bottle of
whiskey. Tim took a slug and told
the Tan that he was on his way to
work at a dangerous job in a tunnel.
The Tan then made him an offer that
he found difficult to refuse; pointing
a gun at his head he instructed him
to drink.
Twenty-two year old Tim “didn’t
leave a drop in it”. When the firearm
was pointing in a more favourable
direction he took a shortcut back to
his lodgings, and bed.
One can only assume that he was
slightly hungover when he turned
up for work the next morning.

Mattie Lennon
Blessington
Co Wicklow

What an insult to the memory of
those who were taken from their
beds by the Auxiliaries and Black
and Tans and murdered or tortured
during the War of Independence.
What an insult to the memory of the
thousands of Irish citizens who saw
their villages or towns ablaze fol-
lowing reprisals by the Tans and
Auxiliaries.
What an insult to the memory of the
young Irish freedom fighters who
were “fingered” by local RIC and
who were subsequently shot or tor-
tured by the forces of occupation.
One gets weary of the obsession
with all this commemoration irre-
spective of the odious and dis-
graceful methods of the whom we
are meant to commemorate.
The continuous whining of John
Bruton lamenting the missed op-
portunities of Home Rule also is be-
coming increasingly hard to take.
One wonders what the response of
citizens of India would be if the Taoi-
seach advocated commemorating
some of the atrocities committed by
Britain in India.
The RIC were the eyes and ears of
the Crown forces.
Why don’t we just go the whole hog
and commemorate Cromwell?

Nicholas Parker
Lackaroe
Youghal

RIC a military force
armed with rifles
Piaras Béaslaí, in his biography of
his friend Michael Collins and the
Making of a New Ireland (1926), de-
scribes the nature of the RIC for the
benefit of the foreign reader:
“The RIC were a military force,
armed with rifles and living in bar-
racks. Their primary and essential
purpose was to hold the country in
subjection to England.
“In furtherance of this aim, the force
was kept at a strength out of all pro-
portion to the requirements of a
normal police force. In districts
where crime was practically un-
known ... barracks full of strapping
young men, armed with rifles, were
maintained at the expense of the
people of Ireland. Every village had
its barracks, with its garrison hold-
ing the post for England, and domi-
nating the countryside.”
As to their main activity, “spying on
the people”, Béaslaí quotes Augus-
tine Birrell’s evidence to the Royal
Commission on the Insurrection of
1916: “We have the reports of the
Royal Irish Constabulary, who send
us in, almost daily, reports from

to tweet about the trolley crisis any-
time soon? Or perhaps he might
like to comment on the women with
buggies queuing outside the Capu-
chin Day Centre for nappies and
baby food? We feel the Govern-
ment are not doing enough to en-
sure women in crisis situations do
not feel that abortion is their only
option. Supports must be put in
place to ensure that women in crisis
pregnancies do not feel press-
urised financially to have an abor-
tion.
Pro-life people wish to offer women
supports. Exclusion zones would
prevent us from doing this. Stu-
dents For Life Ireland do feel there
is a deliberate attempt by the min-
ister and abortion campaigners to
stereotype or pigeonhole us. The
use of the term “safe access zones”
by campaigners and the minister is
deliberately inflammatory — it
implies that pro-life people are a
dangerous threat, which is an in-
credibly unfair way to depict a size-
able chunk of the voting public.
There is nothing safe about abor-
tion, it is the only procedure per-
formed by a doctor which is
deemed a failure if the baby sur-
vives, and success if the baby’s life
is ended.
Students For Life Ireland have al-
ways been of the view that sensitiv-
ity is warranted during vigils outside
abortion-providing clinics or hospit-
als, and that no woman should ever
face harassment. We share the
Garda commissioner’s view, how-
ever, that the existing legislation
around harassment is sufficient and
we believe that an introduction of
“exclusion zones” would be uncon-
stitutional and undemocratic.
Last year the Government voted
against some very humane amend-
ments to the abortion bill, which
were tabled by pro-life politicians.
An amendment seeking to ensure
that the unborn be granted pain re-
lief prior to late-term abortion was
defeated. These zones are not safe
zones for human beings, no differ-
ent to us but in size, whose lives are
being ended within the zones.

Luke Silke
Students for Life

Dublin

Commemoration for
Cromwell anyone?
To think that Leo Varadakar and
Charlie Flanagan wanted to com-
memorate the RIC and the DMP
What an insult to the memory of
Tomás Mac Curtain.

of this reckless giveaway.
This is the government working
against the people and contrary to
that common good which is the first
principle of our Constitution.
How can we be sure that all com-
munications traffic on this network
will not be filtered through, let’s say,
an interested party in Langley, Vir-
ginia, and by extension GCHQ in
the UK? Given the shenanigans ex-
posed almost on a daily basis on
the internet and world wide web it
would be naive to think of this as
conspiracy theorism.
Will future public and private enter-
prises have trust in a vital communi-
cations system the ownership of
which has been handed over to
foreign interests?
What about Corrib gas? Would it be
too much to ask that a question be
tabled in the Dáil as to how much
revenue has accrued to the public
purse since production began
more than three years ago?
The government’s pillar party Fian-
na Fáil controversially handed
ownership of the gas field to Shell.
Perhaps the long-standing
members of Fianna Fáil — Micheál
Martin or Willie O’Dea — might find
out for us.
Will the electorate remember the
near-million people waiting for
healthcare and the homeless which
makes nonsense of the much-
vaunted growth and performance
figures and corporate tax-take. So
much for the protection of the com-
mon good which is the backbone of
our Constitution.
Vision for the future is not in short
supply in Dáil Eireann. It is non-
existent.

Joe Brennan
Ballinspittle

Cork

Pro-life people wish
to offer supports
Any time the Health Minister Simon
Harris gets into political difficulty,
whenever there is talk of no-confi-
dence motions or negativity of any
kind, he immediately reverts back
to the abortion issue and takes to
Twitter, as we saw recently, to self-
congratulate himself on success-
fully repealing all constitutional
protections for the unborn child. In
the first week of January, Mr Harris
devoted a total of 23 tweets to dis-
cussing abortion or reflecting on
the repeal of the Eighth Amend-
ment.
Students For Life Ireland would like
to know if Mr Harris has any plans

Vision for
the future is
non-existent
in Dáil Éireann
When election time comes around I
will be eagerly awaiting what I
expect will be a doorstep diatribe of
meaningless fawning waffle from
politicians tip-toeing around the
real issues of our time.
I am not a member of a political
party but I will, as always, make
sure to cast my vote based on the
performance of this Fine Gael/Fian-
na Fáil/Independents “coalition”
government; and the performance
of the members of the opposition
both in public debate and in the
Dáil.
Whilst it is unrealistic to expect the
majority of the electorate to go to
such lengths it is realistic to expect
that the majority will see that there
is not one but a herd of elephants in
the room.
The privatisation (giving away
ownership) of the nation’s natural
resources at the expense of the
public purse is one such elephant
which to this writer is bordering on
criminal negligence and should be
classified as such in law.
Not only does it represent a huge
loss of ongoing revenue to the pub-
lic purse but it represents a gross
abdication of responsibility of the
cabinet and government in not
achieving, if not complete public
ownership then a public/private
partnership with a controlling ma-
jority by elected representatives of
the citizens of Ireland together with
a fair and equitable decision-mak-
ing policy within that partnership to
ensure a steady flow of revenue to
our exchequer into the future.
Could it be that the abdication of
such responsibility simply makes
for a smoother ride on the gravy
train?
Surely a complacent electorate has
not forgotten the break-up of Tele-
com Éireann and the giving away of
ownership of the Corrib gas field to
Shell for a song. The most recent
being the handing over of owner-
ship of our vital communications
fibre broadband network to little-
known American interests costing
our exchequer ongoing billions of
euro into the future with little or no
debate about the identity of the pur-
chasers nor of the security aspects

FORUM FORUM

THIS week, with Australia
burning and the prospect of a
war between Iran and Ameri-
ca on the horizon, Megxit is

the easy news we’ve all been looking
for.

Can’t get your head around the
politics of the Middle East and US/
Iranian relations? There’s always been
Meghan Markle’s wardrobe, birth
plan, or postnatal mental health for us
to talk about.

Powerlessly despairing about the
images of charred animals down in
Australia? Meghan’s latest move, to
“step back” from the royal family, has
set the media and Twitter alight with
opinions, criticism, and investigations.

Famous boy meets famous girl, they
marry and have a baby shortly after, is
a very easy story to follow. It’s enter-
tainment.

The same cannot be said of
precarious international relations that
involve someone as erratic and
unstable as Donald Trump. And seeing
fires ravage their way across dry land,
amidst rising temperatures, certainly
doesn’t qualify as entertainment
either.

In a world where we often feel so
utterly powerless to affect any kind of
meaningful change, titillating tales
about celebrities and royals have
always served as a great distraction for
the weary public, and a great cash cow
for the media.

Meghan and Prince Harry, who were
never going to get anywhere near the
throne in their lifetime, essentially
called time on their public royal life
this week, stating their goal of
becoming “financially independent”.

The response and backlash was so
immediate and manic, it was as if the
fires in Australia and the tensions in
Iran had evaporated in an instant.

The British media did not take
kindly to the couple’s latest
manoeuvre. There was the message of
“good riddance” and the likening of
their decision to hitting the “nuclear
button”. The hysteria was palpable,
not justified.

If only the media could take on
elected officials such as Trump and
Australia’s prime minister Scott

Morrison with the same force as they
take aim at Meghan Markle. After all,
is it not the paid job of politicians to
legislate for a fairer, safer, and more
equal world? It’s easier to outrage at a
38-year-old woman of colour than it is
two powerful white men.

But it’s the money part, the bit about
becoming “financially independent”
that really riled up the media next
door.

Harry and Meghan’s message was:
If you don’t pay for us, you don’t own
us. And that’s always been the
justification for the media scrutiny of
the royal family, says writer Helen
Lewis, in The Atlantic — “we pay for
them, so we own them”.

But not anymore. And that’s a sting
in the tail — how do justify the public
scrutiny of someone who is neither

publicly elected nor in receipt of public
funds? Unless they’ve committed a
criminal act, you can’t really.

So where do we, both the public and
media, pour our attention now?

Holding publicly-elected officials to
account over poor policy decisions or
by stopping international wars? They
don’t seem like such easy tasks.

Who’s going to provide us with a
reprieve from the big bad world if
Meghan is no longer fair game?

A book published this month, called
Stop Reading the News, makes for a
compelling argument. Its author,
Swiss writer Rolf Dobelli, isn’t
advocating for ignorance or for letting

democracy die in the darkness.
He’s talking about our vast

consumption of pithy headlines, our
propensity for clicking on “clickbait”,
and our new habit of skimming,
surfing, and scanning reports.

He does not regret his decision to go
“news free”. And in its place he seeks
out experts in various fields to stay
informed.

Underpinning his decision to step
back from his news addiction were two
questions. He asked himself if he
understood the world any better after
consuming thousands of pieces of
news. His answer was no.

The second question, to which the

answer was also no, was if he made
better decisions about his professional
and personal life after consuming
thousands of pieces of news.

He decided to then pull back, and
to become better informed, but not
inundated and overwhelmed.

Another man, this week, revealed he
had taken similar action. In the last
edition of The Sunday Times
Magazine, DJ Chris Evans revealed he
was a year without his phone.

He “got rid” of his phone on January
21, 2019. In the space of a year, he says
he hasn’t “missed it for a single
second”. He also gets up at 3.30am
every week morning and only eats

within an eight-hour window.
In a chaotic world of climate change

and Trump politics, any semblance of
control can temporarily alleviate
feelings of existential anxiety. So too,
can those titillating tales about
Meghan, that appear to be no more.

So what’s a member of the public to
do? Consume every single piece of
news as a source of entertainment? Or
inform ourselves properly and use the
information as a call to action?

The other question is are we going to
continue to despair and outrage at the
world, or will we hold those in actual
power to account?

Meghan does not start wars and pull
countries out of international climate
agreements. Nor is she the prime
minister of a country experiencing
apocalyptic fires, who dodges the
question of climate, and says that
people’s shock comes from younger
generations who just hadn’t seen these
bush fires before.

Yet we rage against Meghan and her
every move, while throwing our hands
up with a “sure look it” about the Scott
Morrisons and Donald Trumps of this
world.

If we continue to view Meghan as an
easy target and fair game, while
treating actual leaders with apathy,
and thereby absolving them of all
responsibility, the only face that will
have egg on it is our own.

Markle our guilty pleasure and a great distraction
The decision by the Harry and Meghan, the duke and
duchess of Sussex, to ‘step back’ from the royal family
has set the media and Twitter alight with opinions,
criticism, and investigations. Picture: Daniel Leal-Olivas

“If only the media
could take on elected
officials such as
Donald Trump and
Australia’s prime
minister Scott
Morrison with
the same force as
they take aim at
Meghan Markle”
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