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GANGLAND: MOB’S SHOCK AS PHOTOS

POLICE
PICS
ROCK
KINAHAN
CARTEL
HIGH-PROFILE
ARREST
NABBED:
Ridouan Taghi
was busted in
his apartment
by Dubai cops

Cops release images of most wanted associates of Kinahan mob
POLICE in Dubai and Colombia have
released images of the high-profile
arrests of two of the Netherlands’
most wanted men — sending shockwaves through the upper echelons
of the exiled Kinahan cartel.

Both Ridouan Taghi, lifted in a hideout
in the United Arab Emirates, and his
right-hand man Said Razzouki, arrested
in Medellin, Colombia last week, have
been working with the Kinahan cartel
since 2014.

The pair, who previously ran a brutal
Moroccan Mafia, formed a ‘Super Cartel’
on the Costa del Sol with the Kinahans,
Bosnian trafficker Edin Gacanin and the
Camorra crime syndicate.

The images have rocked the Kinahan mob
who have been in exile in Dubai for years,

EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT
believing they are safe from European police
forces as no extradition treaty exists with
the UAE.
‘Dapper Don’ Christy Kinahan Snr and his
sons Daniel and Christopher Jnr have attempted to make the Gulf their home, with the
boys even starting families there in a
bid to convince Emirati authorities
to let them stay.

SHOCKED
Sean McGovern, wanted in connection with the murder of Noel
‘Duck Egg’ Kirwan amongst other
cartel crimes, is also hiding out
there.
Sources say that the Kina-

EXILE: Daniel Kinahan

hans were left reeling by the arrest of Taghi,
who is wanted in connection with a spree of
murders in Holland, including that of state
lawyer Derk Wiersum.
They were even more shocked that police
in Dubai this week released video footage of
Taghi’s hideout in an effort to convince the
international community of their tough stance
on crime.
At the same time, in another major blow to the
Super Cartel, Taghi’s partner Said Razzouki
was arrested last week in Colombia where
he was living in squalor trying to pass for
a 60-year-old man.
Razzouki was discovered in the city
of Medellin where the original cocaine
lord Pablo Escobar hid out for years.
Images released by Colombian police
show Razzouki grey haired and bent
over as he is dragged into custody in the
searing heat. Piles of cash were found
in his flat but the criminal appears
dishevelled and neglected in the

images. Taghi was returned to Holland within
three days of his arrest last December but this
week police in the Emirates decided to showcase their hard work in finding him.
Dubai has been gaining a reputation in recent
years for being a safe haven for millionaire
criminals. However, police there are now anxious to portray to their European counterparts
a zero-tolerance attitude.
A video which was released on a Dutch media
site shows officers proudly showing off the villa
where Taghi had been living like a hermit. In it
they point out a coffee table where fake passports were hidden in the event of the mobster
having to make a quick getaway.

SMOKING
Dubai police even released a new photo of
the 42-year-old taken shortly after his arrest
in which he sports a recently-grown beard.
They said he was with his girlfriend when he
was nabbed and was discovered after he put
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SHOW BEDRAGGLED THUGS IN CUSTODY
ARMED
FORCES:
Dubai police
are coming
down hard

COKE DEALER: Andrew Goonery has stepped up

SOCCER
COACH’S
RISE UP
RANKS

HAUL:
Cops seized
phones
and other
equipment

EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT

CRACK cocaine dealer Andrew Goonery has stepped up as
one of the Byrne Organised Crime Gang’s (BOCG) most significant lieutenants left to secure their drug business here.
The former soccer coach — who was caught trying to
get rid of coke during a garda raid in 2009 — has risen
up the ranks since the demise of the gang, who were key
targets of a major crackdown on the Kinahan cartel and
their associates.
The BOCG has been dealt blow after blow following the
murder of David Byrne at the Regency Hotel attack in 2016.
They have been targets of the Criminal Assets Bureau
along with the Garda Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau
and the National Crime Agency in the UK.
The structure of the gang was laid bare in documents
put before the High Court as they attempted to fight CAB
proceedings which were later settled.
Goonery, from Clondalkin, west Dublin, had been a lowly
associate of BOCG boss Thomas ‘Bomber’ Kavanagh
for years but since the break-up of the mob he has been
elevated in importance.

DISGUISE: Said Razzouki was lifted in
Medellin after posing as a down-and-out

after shock busts in Emirates and Colombia
out a bin which stank and drew the attention
of concerned neighbours.
Nieuwsuur TV cameras were invited by the
police into the villa and shown how he was
drinking a glass of red wine and smoking
cigarettes when the arrest team burst in.
They said he tried to run but was pinned to
the floor. Dubai police chief Jamal al Jallaf
said that information leading to his arrest did
not come via the Netherlands but through his
own department’s painstaking work.
Dutch police say that Taghi was at the top of
a criminal organisation which has also been
linked to Noafal Fassih — arrested in Dublin in
a Kinahan safehouse — and the Chilean drug
trafficker known as ‘El Rico’, who was arrested
in Santiago in 2018.
Already, Taghi’s lawyer, Inez Weski, has
indicated that the circumstances of his arrest
and deportation to Holland will form part
of the defence argument in his much anticipated up-coming ‘Marengo’ trial involving
17 suspects accused of various murders and

attempted murders.
Colombian authorities are likely to return
Razzouki in the coming months where he too
will form part of the ‘Marengo’ trial. He was
found in an apartment in Medellin which was
reported to be filthy and smelling of smoke.
The Moroccan mafia are understood to
have been involved in hash smuggling for
generations but in the past decades both
Taghi and Razzouki decided to move into
cocaine, moving thousands of kilos per month
via Morocco and Spain to the Netherlands.

SMUGGLERS
It was the trade in cocaine which led Daniel
Kinahan to the gang around 2014 when he
took over his father’s business on the Costa
del Sol and before a huge rift within the cartel
led the Hutch and Kinahan factions to war.
Officers believe that the murder of Samir
Bouyakhrichan — once one of Europe’s biggest cocaine smugglers — is central to the

Moroccan and Irish mafia link-up.
Bouyakhrichan, nicknamed Scarface, was
shot dead in a Benahavis restaurant by a
skilled hitman who officers suspect may have
been provided by the Kinahan outfit. Days
after his shooting rocked organised crime
gangs, Dublin drug dealer Gerard ‘Hatchet’
Kavanagh was shot dead in a Marbella bar.
The ripple effect of the Scarface murder was
massive. Fassih, who was with him in the restaurant and put his arm around him minutes before
a hitman burst in, was forced to go into hiding
and was discovered in Dublin by gardai in 2017.
The overweight Moroccan was identified after officers contacted Europol and
discovered that he was one of Holland’s most
wanted.
A plan to break him out of Mountjoy jail was
averted after officers received intelligence
that El Rico had put together a team and was
organising his escape. He was transferred
back to Holland where he was jailed for 18
years for his role in an attempted murder.

READ CRIME JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

PHONES
In 2009 he and pal Darren Boylan were given five-year
sentences on appeal after they were caught with drugs.
The pair pleaded guilty to possessing €45,000 worth of
drugs for sale and supply at a flat in Palmerstown.
During a raid of the apartment, gardai found almost
€3,000 stuffed down Goonery’s boxer shorts. As they
forced their way into the building, he was seen throwing
items off the balcony which turned out to be a quantity of
crack cocaine, two mobile phones and digital weighing
scales. Boylan was seen in the kitchen trying to flush more
crack cocaine down the sink.
At the time, Goonery was a volunteer in a local soccer
club while Boylan was working in a programme targeting
young people at risk of getting involved in drug use.
They were initially given a three-year sentence which was
increased on appeal to seven years with two suspended.
This week, the garda offensive continued with the arrest
of a man suspected of being the BOCG bag-man in Ireland.
The 41-year-old, who was arrested when two vehicles
were intercepted on the Naas Road, has been a long time
associate of Liam Byrne, who is now based in Tamworth
in Birmingham.
He had previously been stopped with more than €4,000
in cash as he was about to board a flight to Ibiza.
It is understood that he has also seen his status and
importance increase in the mob since they were put under
pressure by the gardai.
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RINGLEADER: CARTEL BOSS BACKS BOXING

DON KING
KEEN TO BE
SEEN: Daniel
Kinahan at the
win of Michael
Conlan (right)
with Paddy
Barnes (far
right); with
Olympic star
Barnes (below)

GAGGING FOR
CREDIT: (From left)
fighter Darren Till,
Mohamed Bin Mansoor Al Arayedh and
Daniel Kinahan

BY NICOLA TALLANT

DANIEL KINAHAN’S massive ego
and desperation for recognition
is behind a recent spate of social
media adoration by top coaches
and boxers from the MTK stable.
Kinahan was forced to step aside
from the boxing promotions label
which he founded in Spain because
of his damaging reputation as a
major drug trafficker.

But sources say he has been gagging to take credit for the success
of boxers and the company which
represents Michael Conlon, Carl
Frampton and even superstar
Tyson Fury.
“Daniel Kinahan’s massive ego
and narcissistic personality dictates
everything he does. He literally cannot stay away from the limelight. He
wants to claim all the success of the
company MTK which he claims to
have walked away from,” a source
said.

HEAVY
HITTERS:
World champ
Tyson Fury is
represented by
MTK stable

Gangster Kinahan seeks credit for MTK boxing success
“He has been hiding out in Dubai for years
now and he must have been chomping at the
bit for all these boxers to declare how wonderful he is. If ever there was a person laid
bare this is it.”
Kinahan has been in exile and in hiding in
Dubai since 2017 when he fled Spain
as European police joined forces
against his father Christy Kinahan’s Cartel.

SHADOWS
Since then businesswoman Sandra Vaughan,
who once owned Fake
Bake tanning, announced that she had
bought out the company
and moved its headquarters to Dubai. She said
Daniel Kinahan would no
longer have anything to do
with the brand.
But this week Kinahan
stepped out of the shadows to
pose for a photograph with
MTK’s
lat-

est signing, boxer Darren Till and the
label’s new advisor in the Kingdom of
Bahrain and greater Gulf, Mohamed Bin
Mansoor Al Arayedh. The photograph was
spotted by The Irish Sun and run on its site
detailing Kinahan’s links to organised crime.
But the report was met with a chorus of
support for Kinahan from his boxing “family” including Vaughan’s husband Danny
Vaughan.
In a post on his Instagram site he gushed:
“When the world is in Crisis and thousands
of people are dying the ‘Scum Sun’ wants to
continue to write bullshit...who gives a f**k
who knows who. I am proud to be a very good
friend of Daniel Kinahan he has changed
the lives of many boxers/trainers with his
advice and his vast boxing knowledge and I
hope he continues for a long time. Well done
@darrentill2 @saundersbillyjoe time to stand
up to these scumbags.” Vaughan went on to
hashtag the newspaper as “ratbastards”.
MMA star Till, who signed with MTK in 2017
and who trains along with Gypsy King Tyson
Fury, reacted but tried to distance Kinahan
from the boxing company again.
“Yes I am friends with Daniel Kinahan..and
what? I’ve never hidden this friendship and
why should I when the man has given me more
valuable advice as a friend than anyone I’ve
ever met in a professional capacity.
“I’ve been friends with Dan for years and
years long before I ever joined MTK Global
so why would it automatically be presumed the two are linked. There are
thousands of people dying all over the
world right now, people losing their
jobs and struggling to keep a roof
over their heads and put food
on the table and this is news?
“These journalists who

are harassing me right now for a statement
and writing lies and hatred in an effort to
make this news need to take a long hard look
at themselves and ask what they are really
contributing to the world.”
His comments were liked by an army of MTK
boxers including Kofi Yates and Billy Joe Saunders who said he couldn’t understand why media
wouldn’t “put all the good his (sic) done for a lot
of people” in the news.
Saunders posted a picture of Kinahan with
Irish Olympic star Paddy Barnes in a separate
post describing him as a friend who “gave me
great advice moving up in the ranks. Daniel
has done a lot of good and helped people in a
lot of ways but they won’t print that”.

PRAISED
Boxer Derry Mathews gushed: “One of the
best fellas could meet, absolute diamone he
is.” Declan Geraghty agreed: “100”.
Last year Kinahan was praised by MTK
Global president Bob Yalen during a podcast interview in which he also announced
that the company’s ban on Irish media had
been lifted.
Yalen praised Kinahan for his work in the
sport saying he “perfectly understood” why
he had stepped away from the company.
“The Irish press made a big deal of Daniel
Kinahan’s involvement...he agreed to step
aside and he perfectly understood what the
issues were.
“In fairness to Daniel, I’ve met very few
people who have a fighter’s best interest at
heart more than Daniel Kinahan.”
Paddy Barnes also defended Kinahan in recent
years after signing to MTK.
Kinahan remains the top target of the Garda’s National Drugs and Organised Crime
Bureau who say he is at the very top of the
Kinahan Cartel.
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CARTEL: NOTORIOUS GANG BOSS DANIEL’S
MURDER:
Gunmen
fleeing the
shotting at
the Regency
Hotel

SINGING HIS
PRAISES:
Rapper J
Spades’ sings
of ‘injustices’
done to Daniel
Kinahan

GANGSTER
EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT

MOB boss Daniel Kinahan’s
attempts to pass himself off
as a respectable businessman has not gone down well
with his ‘prison family’ who
are raging at plaudits being
showered on him by his
boxing pals and a ridiculous
rap video about his plight.
It is understood that Kinahan’s
top man in jail, convicted killer
Barry Doyle, has been trying
to keep calm among the jailed
mobsters, many of whom feel
they are doing life for Kinahan
while he is living it up on the
outside and whingeing that he
has been badly treated.

OUTOFHIDING

Tensions are rising behind bars
since Kinahan first popped his
head up in Dubai to a chorus of
praise from boxers in his ‘former’
MTK stable.

LORDS OF THE RING: Matthew Macklin and Jamie
Conlan, who have no
involvement in crime, with
Daniel Kinahan

SHADOWS
A video released this week by a
well-known rapper telling the tragic
story of the criminal’s fight against
the authorities was greeted with
shock, sources say.
It is understood that Kinahan’s
attempts to step back into the boxing
limelight may have backfired at the
first hurdle as loyalty wanes in jails
where more than 40 members of his
mob are imprisoned and now facing
tight restrictions due to Covid-19.
A smiling picture of Daniel Kinahan
first appeared last week when he stepped
out of the shadows to pose with MTK’s
latest signing, yet another new member
of the promotion company’s staff in the
Gulf along with boxer Darren Till.
It was met with posts of approval
and in particular from coach Danny Vaughan — whose wife Sandra
Vaughan says she owns and runs MTK
Global after buying it from Kinahan
and his former partner Matthew

Kinahan’s top man, Barry Doyle, trying to keep peace
as praise heaped on boss while others languish in jail
Macklin.
Danny Vaughan posted about Kinahan: “He has changed the lives of
many boxers/trainers with his advice
and his vast boxing knowledge and
I hope he continues for a long time.”
A plethora of boxers and coaches
from the MTK stable weighed in,
including ex-con Herbert Marvin who
survived a shooting attempt, coach
Jamie Moore, who was himself shot

in Kinahan’s front garden, and boxer
Declan Geraghty.
MTK have previously denied that
Daniel Kinahan has any involvment
with the company.

STARDOM
Sources close to Kinahan’s inner
circle say he has got fed up in hiding
and wants to line out in support of his
boxing friends and former protégées

as many rise to stardom worldwide.
However, this has been seen as a
total disregard for his ‘prison family’,
many of whom have families surviving
on a cartel wage and who are beginning to feel used.
“They are none too happy in the jails,
none at all,” a source said. “It was only
a matter of time before they became
disgruntled and this has really done it.”
This week, a bizarre rap video by

UK underground star J Spades told
the story of Daniel Kinahan featuring
footage of the Regency Hotel boxing
weigh-in and photographs taken by
the Sunday World on the day of David
Byrne’s murder.
Posted by boxer Billy Joe Saunders,
only recently forced to apologise to victims of domestic violence over a video
he shot, the song entitled ‘Major Plans’
names Kinahan and appears to accuse
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S NEW VIDEO LEAVES INMATES IN SHOCK
EXCLUSIVE BY NICOLA TALLANT

FEUD: Gerry
Hutch (left)
and Christy
Kinahan

RAP
ARREST:
Daniel Kinahan
being brought
from a Spanish
court in 2010

BOXING TRIUMPH: Daniel Kinahan with
Jamie Conlon and Paddy Barnes
the media and police of covering up the
attempt to murder him.
In an accompanying tweet, Saunders
quipped: “An attack on boxing is an
attack on all of us. 4 years since a
man was killed and 2 others seriously
injured at a boxing event in front of
children. The police, government and
media have a lot to answer for.” The
UK boxer’s tweet is accompanied with
#TruthAboutRegency.
Saunders — a former Olympic sports-

man — is one of MTK’s top stars. On his
profile page he is described as: “One of
the most naturally gifted fighters on
earth, Saunders was always going to
excel under the technical demands of
amateur boxing.”
MTK Global has expanded into territories all over the world since Kinahan
stepped aside and the promotions company is now up there with the biggest in
the world, sharing a stage with famed
Bob Arum in the US among others.

GANGSTER’S moll Anita Freeman
has been marooned in Ireland due to
Covid-19 after she returned last week to
be with her ill mother.
The partner of Daniel Kinahan’s righthand man Sean McGovern was caught
here when the United Arab Emirates
closed its borders to everyone except
its own citizens. Freeman is unlikely to
gain access back to the Cartel bolthole
until at least May.
The blonde from Crumlin had flown
home to say goodbye to her beloved
mother who was buried under strict
Covid-19 funeral guidelines after she
died at Harold’s Cross Hospice following
an illness.
The family had to observe the new
10-person funeral rules invoked in order
to stop the spread of the deadly virus.
Despite the family tragedy, McGovern
could not accompany his partner or
comfort her during her loss. He had
to remain in exile in the United Arab
Emirates rather than return home to face
questioning regarding his whereabouts
during the murder of Noel ‘Duck Egg’
Kirwan and other serious crimes.
McGovern is Daniel Kinahan’s right-hand
man and one of Ireland’s most wanted.
In a family notice, mourners were
told that a small service would be held
and asked friends and family to take
time to light a candle and think of Mrs
Freeman. “We will have a celebration of
Deirdre’s life with family and friends in
due course,” the notice stated.
McGovern is understood to have been
working under the direction of the mob
boss before he fled the country after the
December 2016 shooting of Kirwan in
the driveway of his Dublin home.
He and partner Anita, along with their
children, have been among a chosen
few given safe passage and refuge in
Dubai where the mob’s top tier have
been living ever since the war broke
out within the cartel ranks, leading to
18 murders and countless arrests and
incarcerations of gang members.
Anita Freeman is expected to return
to Dubai, although sources say she
desperately misses home.
The blonde mum of two has already
lost her Crumlin home to the Criminal
Assets Bureau and her future looks
less and less certain in the United Arab
Emirates after authorities there handed
over a wanted mobster to Dutch police
despite there being no extradition treaty
in place.
McGovern is second only to Kinahan
on a list of the gardaí’s most wanted
out of the sun-drenched bolthole and
officers have been working tirelessly
with their international counterparts to
build the case against them.
Freeman has been in the company
of gangland figures since she was just
a teenager.
She was present the night Brian Rattigan stabbed Declan Gavin to death
at an Abrakebabra in Crumlin in 2001
— an incident which directly led to the
brutal Crumlin and Drimnagh feud.
As Rattigan formed one side of a faction and convicted murderer ‘Fat’ Freddie Thompson led the other, Freeman
began a relationship with McGovern,
who was close friends with Liam Byrne
and seen as part of the extended family.
She formed a social circle with school
pals Kelly Quinn, the former partner
of murdered David Byrne, and Liam’s
partner Simoan McEnroe.
Together the three socialised, holidayed and shopped together, enjoying
their position as Crumlin’s top molls.
All three were later named in the
Criminal Assets Bureau proceedings
against the Byrne Organised Crime
Gang. Each went on to have kids and
lived in trophy homes in the Crumlin
area, where they had grown up and
where their partners led the drugs mob
linked with the Kinahan cartel.
Since the murder of David Byrne both
Freeman and McEnroe have lost their
homes while Kelly Quinn remains in hers
as part of a settlement with the CAB.
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Gangster’s
moll flees
bolthole
for mum’s
funeral...

EXILE: Sean
McGovern and
Anita Freeman
fled to the UAE
after Noel Kirwan’s
murder in 2016

PALS: Byrne and McGovern (top)
and McEnroe, Freeman and Quinn
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GARDAI HELP FOREIGN POLICE TO
HIT: Gerry Marsden

Gerry: A
song of
solidarity
BY NEIL
FETHERSTON
THE frontman
of Gerry and the
Pacemakers has
recorded a new version of the band’s
mega-hit You’ll
Never Walk Alone.
The new version
comes with a music
video featuring
singer Gerry Marsden and messages
about the NHS
staff in the UK.
You’ll Never
Walk Alone has
enjoyed a resurgence during
the coronavirus
pandemic after a
cover of the song
featuring 99-yearold Captain Tom
Moore reached
number one in the
UK singles chart.
Marsden said he
was “delighted” to
be involved with
the project.
He added: “This
is about solidarity
and shows what can
happen when you
call a few friends.”
Stephen Edwards, creative
director of Planet
Broken Blueprint,
who came up with
the project, said
“It’s a song of solidarity.
“No money is
being asked for. We
want people sharing it and singing it
as loud as possible
from their front
doors.”

DUTCH CRAC
EXCLUSIVE
BY ALAN SHERRY

CYBER-CRIME experts in the
Netherlands have recovered
details about gangland murders
and drug shipments from an
encrypted phone seized by gardai when they raided a Kinahan
Cartel safehouse in Dublin four
years ago.

Details of some of the messages
were revealed in a Dutch court
this month in a hearing involving
Kinahan-linked mobster Ricardo
‘El Rico’ Riquelme Vega.
The Chilean thug is due to stand
trial in June for charges including drug
trafficking, money laundering and
the running of a
criminal organisation.

CARTEL: (From top) Ridouan
Taghi, Raffaele Imperiale and
Ricardo ‘El Rico’ Riquelme Vega

The PGP (preety
good privacy) Blackberry was discovered
by gardai when they
arrested Dutch-Arab gangster Naoufal
Fassih, who had been
hiding out at the Kinahan safehouse on Baggot Street in Dublin in
April 2016.
Fassih,
a
close
associate
of
alleged Moroccan-Dutch
crime boss Ridouan
Taghi — who is also
awaiting trial in the
Netherlands on gang
charges — was extradited
to the Netherlands after
his arrest here and has
since been sentenced to
life for his involvement in
murder and gun attacks.
Law enforcement

Messages uncovered four years
after raid on Kinahan safehouse
show links to ‘super cartel’ group
agencies believe Taghi, Fassih and El
Rico joined forces with the Kinahan
cartel, Camorra boss Raffaele Imperiale
and Bosnian trafficker Edin Gacanin to
form a “super-cartel”.
Members of the cartel are under investigation by law agencies around the
world, including the US Drug Enforcement Agency.
Now, authorities have managed to
access various encrypted conversations between players
in the cartel, with the latest
messages only uncovered last
month.

ERASED
A Dutch court recently
heard that the Netherlands’
Forensic Institute finally
managed to recover deleted
messages on Fassih’s phone
on March 16 this year —
almost four years after his
arrest. The court heard he
had erased the messages but
the forensic experts were
able to recover the data.
Prosecutors believe the
messages confirm El Rico
was a leading member of
an international criminal
organisation and that the
recovered conversations show
him and Fassih taking about
underworld killings.
They say that in one message on March 14, 2016, the
two men discuss ‘500 kilos’
and also talk about how
they are going to ‘deliver
that snake’, referring to a

man named in court as Jalal el A. The
messages revealed there was a plan to
“kidnap him” there “in colo” — referring
to Colombia.
It is believed Jalal el A has connections to
Dutchman Karim Bouyakhrichan whose
brother Samir ‘Scarface’ Bouyakhrichan was
murdered after a set-up in Spain in August
2014 while in the company of Fassih, who is
suspected of setting up the murder.
Scarface was a major drug baron who
had based himself in Spain and authorities suspect a Kinahan gunman pulled
the trigger in the hit.
The murder is believed to have helped
cement the relationship between El Rico
and the Kinahan cartel, who formed an
alliance to run a major international drug
trafficking syndicate.
After the murder, associates of Bouyakhrichan became embroiled in a gang
war with Fassih and his associates, including his alleged boss Ridouan Taghi
Taghi was extradited from Dubai last
year and is awaiting trial in the Netherlands on a number of charges including
murder.
Meanwhile, the Dutch court also believes El Rico sent a message to Fassih
from Camorra drug baron boss Raffaele
Imperiale.
The Italian criminal was sentenced to
18 years in his absence in a Dutch court
which found him guilty of drug trafficking – he is believed to have fled to Dubai.
Prosecutors allege Imperiale, who operated
in Amsterdam for years, worked closely with
El Rico and Taghi.
Dutch investigators believe El Rico,
Imperiale and other associates had
jointly targeted Karim Bouyakhrichan
in a murder plot.
They believe Imperiale messaged El
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BUILD COURT CASE AGAINST ‘EL RICO’

CK CRIMELINE
CHARGES:
El Rio is taken
to court in
Amsterdam

DUE FOR TRIAL: Richard Eduardo Riquelme Vega, or ‘El Rico’, at an airport in Chile
Rico the location where Bouyakhrichan
would exercise four times a week and how
he would have food at a bar afterwards.
Prosecutors have asked El Rico to explain
the messages but he did not answer queries in relation to them when he appeared
in court this month.

NICKNAME
They say they believe that on March
25, 2016, El Rico sent a message to Fassih
from which “it can be deduced” he wants
someone killed, referring to them as a
“cancer rat”.
Prosecutors told the court they would like to
hear El Rico’s explanation for the message if
it did not relate to plotting a murder.
In another message sent from Fassih’s
phone just before gardai raided the Kinahan safe house, he allegedly passed on a
message from Taghi to El Rico saying: “Sir
[Taghi’s nickname] ask Hermano [Rico’s
nickname] what top-of-the-line stuff costs
in Guyana!”
Prosecutors believe the messages confirm El Rico, Taghi and Fassih formed a
triumvirate.
El Rico’s lawyer, Leon van Kleef, argued

that prosecutors put forward a “dubious
hypothesis” that the three men were
leading the organisation and added that
prosecutors wrongly draw all kinds of conclusions from fragments of conversations.
He added that it had not been proven that
the suspects sent the messages.
Colombian authorities arrested Taghi associate Said Razzouki in March after receiving
help tracking him down by the DEA and FBI.
He is wanted in the Netherlands on drugs,
murder and terrorism charges.
Both he and Taghi are facing charges in
relation to five murders.
Fassih was extradited from Ireland and
was later sentenced to 18 years behind
bars for ordering a gun attack on Dutch
gangland enforcer Peter Raap, who survived the shooting.
He was subsequently jailed for life for
organising the December 2015 murder of
Mohammad Reza Kolahi Samadi, an Iranian dissident living in the Netherlands.
Samadi was convicted in absentia of the
1981 bombing of Iran’s Islamic Republic
Party headquarters, which claimed 73
lives.

ARRESTS:
Christy Kinahan
is lifted and
(right) Naoufal
Fassih, who
was sent
down for 18
years after his
extradition from
Ireland

One phone
}
message

read ‘Sir, ask
Hermano
what top of
the line stuff
costs in
Guyana’~
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MTKBOXING

HEAVYWEIGHT

DRUG LORD
EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT

CRIME JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

MOB boss Daniel Kinahan
has been crowned the
Poison Prince of the Middle
East after promising to
flood the oil rich nations
with US boxing dollars.

DONEDEAL
ADVISOR ROLE:
Boxing giant
Bob Arum with
Daniel Kinahan

But as his friends come out
fighting against his toxic
reputation as the head of the
‘murderous’ Kinahan Organised Crime Gang, senior law
enforcement sources say he
has made a final, fatal error
in believing his own lies.

In an extraordinary week,
Kinahan was named as the new advisor to a sport company backed by
Bahrain’s royal family and named
by US boxing giant Bob Arum as
the powerbroker fixing the biggest
match in history between Tyson
Fury and Anthony Joshua.
But instead of being able to enjoy
his new-found fame, Kinahan and
his army of devotees have had to put
the gloves on to insist that he prizefight material – and to distance him
from his drug dealing empire and
from the 15 murders in Dublin in
the past five years that have come on
the back of the Kinahan-Hutch feud.
Cheerleader Sandra Vaughan,
the businesswoman who bought
his MTK business and claimed she
had cut all business ties with the
mob boss, says Ireland should be
proud of him.

FAMILY
Vaughan, who threatened legal
action on anyone who linked her
business with Kinahan, said Ireland
should be proud of the mob boss and
recognise that he is making boxing
history.
“I want to explain the situation
about who he is to me. I’ve known
him for 20 years. I am personal
friends with his wife [gangland widow Caoimhe Robinson]. My husband
Danny is great friends with him. I
know the kids and they are a credit
to him. They are an amazing family
and anyone that knows him knows
how he is an astute businessman.
“I would go to him for advice on
anything and have done so, not just
about MTK, but also about other
business interests I have had. Even
though he is a lot younger than me he
is a lot wiser than I am.
“Whether the Irish media like
it or not, he is now one of the most
powerful men in boxing and combat
sport. They really need to suck it up.
They write about crazy stuff and
it’s insane. They are going to have to
acknowledge at some point that people like Bob Arum and the Prince
of Bahrain... that it all happens
because of Daniel Kinahan. At some
point, would you not be proud that
someone from inner-city Dublin is
sitting at a table with that level of
the organisation?
Vaughan goes on to state: “He is
making history, making fights. He
is amongst all that. Would you not
be proud of that? That someone out

n Kinahan vows to bring millions into UAE from
boxing audience revenue but police are on alert
of the inner city has made a huge
success. That is a fact.”
Vaughan, the former ‘Fake Bake’
tan queen, said that Ireland was a
law unto itself and that she had to
set out her position for the Irish in
an ‘idiots guide’.
The interview was screened on
iFLTV, a streaming channel for her
company MTK.
During the conversation she ad-

mitted that Daniel Kinahan had
brought boxing giant Tyson Fury to
MTK — but claimed that no money
exchanged hands and that the drug
boss had introduced them for free.

JOKE
“Daniel is an advisor to Bob Arum,
that’s the reason we [MTK] manage
to get dates for ESPN. He gave me
the introduction to Top Rank [Ar-

um’s promotion company]. He wants
MTK to do well. He was founder but
all that was taken away from him.
He has stepped away, he is his own
person.”
Vaughan said that the Irish media
reporting on Daniel Kinahan is a
“standing joke”.
This week in the Special Criminal
Court Daniel’s ‘Kinahan Organised
Crime Group’ (KOCG) was named

as a ‘murderous’ organised crime
outfit which had directed a planned
assassination on Gerry ‘the Monk’
Hutch’s brother Patsy, which was
busted by cops.
The KOCG has been named a
number of times in Irish courts
as being at the very top of global
organised crime and being responsible for massive drug and weapons
importation into Ireland.
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BIG BUSINESS:
Bob Arum with
boxer Tyson Fury,
who is set to fight
Anthony Joshua

GREAT PALS:
Daniel Kinahan
with former
professional
fighter Matthew
Macklin (right).
The former boxer
has no involvement in crime

SUPPORTER
INTERVIEW:
Sandra Vaughan
is now the CEO of
MTK, founded
by Kinahan

n Supporters clamour to distance him from drug
empire and murders associated with Hutch feud
Kinahan was himself named
during the murder trial of his friend
James Quinn of having ordered the
shooting of Gary Hutch in Spain
in 2015.
Quinn was jailed for more than 20
years and was described as Kinahan’s personal hitman.
But despite Kinahan’s well-publicised involvement in the criminlal
underworld, Vaughan said that the

negative media coverage in Ireland
is too negative. “They [media] are
the butt of Irish jokes. That is why
people make jokes about the Irish,”
she said.

FURORE
“They even contradict themselves.
It’s not journalism. When I first took
over I found the Irish [media] was too
negative and it took up too much of

my time. We are too busy for that.”
In a recent interview, legendary
fight promoter Arum said he admired
Kinahan, who he referred to as ‘The
Captain’ and said his influence in the
sport was “tremendous because people
trust him”.
But behind the furore and the
headlines many believe that Kinahan has made a huge mistake in
promising to bring an avalanche

of US dollars in audience revenue
to Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates in pay per view fight extravaganzas.
Sources say he has unwittingly unleashed a fresh wave of war against
him as police forces, including the
US Drug Enforcement Agency, vow
to redouble their efforts now things
have become political.
Kinahan remains the top target of

the Irish Drugs and Organised Crime
Bureau and other European police
forces who have been hampered in
their efforts at returning him to
face justice from the United Arab
Emirates.
A senior source said: “Kinahan has
made the fatal error now of believing
his own hype.
“He has surrounded himself with
people on his payroll who have to
agree with everything he says.
“He has lost touch with reality. He
believes he deserves this and that
everything that has gone before
should be set aside.
“It doesn’t work that way. The DEA
have really sat up and taken notice
now. Watch this space.”

KINAHAN RISES FROM THE ASHES IN THE FIGHT GAME SEE PAGES 20&21
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IN the summer of 2013 the
Sunday World sent a team
into the heart of Kinahan
Cartel HQ, then located in
the south of Spain.

The mission was to uncover
how the Irish mob had risen
from the ashes following a
multi-agency offensive known
as ‘Operation Shovel’.

Carried out in a blaze of publicity three years previously, it
was widely claimed the police
bust had brought an end to their
reign as one of the leading drugs
and weapons suppliers in Europe.

It’s hard to believe it is just seven
years since we stood on the outskirts
of the millionaire’s playground of
Puerto Banus on the Costa del Sol
and gazed curiously at what looked
like an underground car park.
Our investigations had brought us
to what we would later discover was
the beginning of Daniel Kinahan’s
dream, one that has been dashed
and rebuilt and which now seems
to be almost within reach. The car
park was in fact MGM — a small
gym which would rise to global
prominence in a few short years.
Our investigation in 2013 bore
fruit. We photographed the ‘Dapper
Don’, Christy Kinahan, eating fish
at a waterside sushi bar, we linked
his mob to some big international
players and even wrote how they had
a direct line to the Columbia cartels.
They were becoming a monster, we
warned.

CELEBRITY
Daniel’s gym, which he would later
proudly say he founded with the
boxer Matthew Macklin – who has no
involvement in crime – seemed like
an aside, a hobby for the privileged
son of the ageing drug lord.
Daniel liked to box himself and
would often take to the ring in front
of crowds attending MGM-sponsored white-collar charity events.
Everyone cheered no matter how
he performed.
Things didn’t look so silly as the
reputaion of MGM grew and began
to host a range of boxing and sporting stars at the facility.
They courted celebrity, with
everyone from former world champ
Frank Bruno to innocent boxers like
Katie Taylor, invited to go and train
at the gym.
Boxer after boxer signed up, tempted
by the money, the opportunities and
the lifestyle that no other promoter
could afford to offer them.
Then in 2016 it all went wrong.
Just as Kinahan was about to make
his name as a boxing promoter before his gym’s first Irish homecoming – entitled Clash of the Clans – an
old foe re-surfaced ruined it all.
On a February afternoon in the
Regency Hotel the sound of gunshots signalled the end of Daniel’s
dream as he shot to international
stardom for all the wrong reasons.
Images of mob lieutenant David
Byrne’s bullet-ridden body went
out across the world as his body lay
slumped in the hotel reception, a
victim of an internal dispute that
had broken out within the gang and
had already resulted in the murder
of Kinahan’s one-time best friend,
Gary Hutch.
A Spanish court would later hear
the hitman used in that shooting
was ordered by Daniel Kinahan to
carry out the assassination.
In the mayhem that followed, the
Sunday World reported murder after
murder as the Kinahan mob doled
out bloody and brutal revenge for
the botched murder attempt by
Hutch associates.
But while the anger of Daniel
Kinahan played out on the streets of
Dublin, his dreams were shattered in

ROUND TWO FO

DANIEL’S
BROKEN
DREAMS
n Regency Hotel
shooting halted
dreams of making
it big with MGM
gym in Marbella

CUFFED:
Daniel
Kinahan was
arrested in
Spain in 2010

n Kinahan slipped
into shadows as
business bought
by tan queen ...
but now he’s back
a way he could never have imagined
as his name became toxic to the sport
that he loved and to the company he
had nurtured into a giant.
MGM soon changed name to MTK
and it was finally announced that
Kinahan had stepped away and had
sold his baby to the highest bidder
— a businesswoman called Sandra
Vaughan who once headed Fake Bake
tanning products.

Vaughan was no stranger as she
was married to Danny Vaughan,
Kinahan’s top trainer in Marbella
and one of his best friends.

SHADOWS
As Spanish police raided the
Puerto Banus premises, Kinahan
headed for Dubai where he was
given refuge by authorities in the
United Arab Emirates.

MTK refinanced and the company, now alleged to be operating
completely independently, followed
out to Dubai where it was registered
in a new HQ.
As Kinahan remained in the
shadows, terrified to leave Dubai
and fully aware that there would
be no more chances should a hitman
get near, MTK continued to grow at
an eye watering rate.

By last year, 100 boxers, including
some of our best-known Irish stars,
were signed up to the company.
All were careful not to mention
Daniel Kinahan on their social
media and MTK sent out a raft of
letters threatening legal action
should anyone suggest he was still
part of the company.
US boxing great Bob Yalen was
hired. He denied Daniel Kinahan
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SEA N MCGOVERN

HE is hoping to become the
next Don King of boxing but
if Daniel Kinahan wants
to get in the ring with the
big boys he will have to
leave his most dedicated
followers behind.

FALLING
OUT: Liam
Byrne was
once close to
McGovern

Just like the guru he believes himself to be, Kinahan
has a tight inner circle of
closes associates who he sees
as his 12 disciples.

Together they are suspected of
holding key executive positions
in Kinahan Inc and many have
clawed their way up the ranks
through hard graft and unquestioning loyalty to the boss.

Just like his father before him,
Daniel Kinahan has structured his
mob just like an ordinary business
– with himself at the top of the tree
in the role of chief executive.
Underneath him and by his side in
Dubai is his drugs and operations
man Sean McGovern. Originally
from Crumlin and once the best
friend of Kinahan’s underling Liam
Byrne, McGovern quietly forged a
place for himself at the top table
unbeknownst to many.
When he and his partner, Anita
Freeman, and family were welcomed into the United Arab Emirates and set up
by Kinahan,
many eyebrows
were raised —
none more so
than those of
Thomas ‘Bomber’ Kavanagh
who had run
a campaign
of
violence
on behalf of
Kinahan in Ireland following
the Regency
Hotel attack
and has subsequently been
brought down
by it.

VIOLENCE
McGovern
had
grown
up with the
Byrnes and was
MOVE: Kinahan
Sr is also in Dubai like part of the
family in their
Raleigh Square stronghold – but
he was the only one of the Crumlin
mob afforded Kinahan’s special
treatment.
In Dubai McGovern runs a number of key drugs routes for Kinahan
while the boss concentrates on his
sporting career.
Another of Kinahan’s key lieutenants is his cousin Ian Dixon, who was
arrested along with James Quinn for
the murder of Gary Hutch in Spain.
When Daniel fled the Costa, Quinn
was brought before the courts but
Dixon was released pending investigation.
He quickly moved out to join Kinahan in Dubai while Quinn faced
court alone. Quinn, a childhood
friend of the Cartel boss, was also
his personal hitman in Spain and
lived it up with private yachts and
plush villas while he awaited work.
When he was jailed for 28 years
for the Hutch murder the court
heard that it was Kinahan that had
ordered the killing. At that point
Dixon was firmly embedded by
Daniel Kinahan’s side in the sunsoaked paradise of the Gulf.
A self-employed businessman,
who cannot be named, is Kinahan’s
money man at the top of his organisation — a high level bagman who
operates as the cartel’s financial
director.
He was the subject of a Criminal

HIGH LIFE: Sean
McGovern (left, with
David Byrne) has
been welcomed to
Dubai by Kinahan

L I A M BY R N E

BOUT WITH
& KIN WITH
n ‘12 disciples’ will be left behind
as mobster aims to join boxing elite
Assets Bureau search last February
and up until then believed himself to
be under the radar here in Ireland.
He rose dramatically up the ranks
to take a senior role due to the dismantling of the upper echelons of
the mob at home.
Since the bust, he has been spending
more and more time in the Dubai HQ
and less time in Ireland, where he
looks after payments to prisoners and
street soldiers.

Like many of Kinahan’s inner
circle, the money man is an avid
boxer and has been a close personal
friend of both Daniel and Christopher Jnr for years. Christopher Jnr
— who once looked after the money
laundering wing of his father’s cartel — still oversees the finances at
board level, along with Christopher
Snr, who also relocated to Dubai
with his sons.
He still fulfills the role as a sort of

FRIENDS IN
HIGH PLACES:
Kinahan with
US boxing chief
Bob Arum
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OSS WILL DISTANCE FROM FOLLOWERS
I A N DI XON

GA RY FIN NEGAN

JA MES QUIN N

LOYAL: Gary
Finnegan is one of
Daniel Kinahan’s
closest associates

DAV IN FLY NN

H THE OLD
H THE NEW
n Trusted lieutenants act as money
men and operatives in Spain and Dubai

chairman of the operation.
In Spain, where Kinahan built
his cartel, four north inner city
lieutenants keep a tight grip on the
Don’s interests in one of the most
important European centres for
international drug traffickers.

DISPUTE
Lieutenants Gary Finnegan, Davin
Flynn, Bernard Clancy and Kevin
Lynch are the most important of the

Kinahan army remaining in Spain.
All have a long history of involvement with the Kinahans and wholesale drug dealing.
At one time Gary Finnegan, his cousin Barry Finnegan, Daniel Kinahan,
Gary Hutch and James ‘Mago’ Gately
were inseparable – before they all fell
out and the dispute led to murder.
Gary Finnegan is one of Kinahan’s
longest and closest associates from
the north inner city. He is wanted

for questioning in connection with
his whereabouts on the night that
Eddie Hutch was shot dead.
Davin Flynn is a fellow southsider
from Oliver Bond flats and grew up
with the Kinahan boys. Convicted
armed robber Kevin Lynch, who
once acted as a bodyguard to Kinahan, has never got the nod to go to
Dubai despite his loyalty to the boss.
He has remained in Spain while Bernard Clancy has reached the ranks

READ CRIME JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

of an operative for the mob in Spain.
Meanwhile, back home the Criminal Assets Bureau case against Ross
Browning — a former enforcer with
the mob turned wealthy businessman — is expected to be completed
in the coming months. The Bureau is
understood to be hoping to demand
that the State can take possession of
his vast homestead in north county
Dublin which includes lands and a
number of properties.

KIN’OF
THERING

AMBITIONS:
Daniel Kinahan
wants to be a
major player in
boxing promotion

THOM AS
‘BOMBER’
K AVA NAGH

SENT DOWN: Jailed in the UK

NICOLA TALLANT EVERY WEEK
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‘BOUT OF CENTURY’
ONESTEP
BEHIND

EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT
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DANIEL Kinahan believes
that he is a born winner
and he loves the taste of
success more than anything else. It feeds his ego
and it strokes his overwhelming desire to be applauded.

ON THE TRAIL:
Outside court
with our reporter
Nicola Tallant in
Estepona, Spain

Just like US President Donald Trump, Kinahan tries to
gag his critics and award his
supporters with money and
opportunities that they could
only ever dream of.

If Kinahan inhabited a corporate world, many of his sycophants would be frighteningly
over-promoted within his boardroom, compensated for unconditional loyalty rather than ability.

Kinahan doesn’t even realise it,
but he has just taken the greatest
gamble of his life and the next few
months could make or break him.
Like many before him, such as
Mexican Cartel boss Joaquin ‘El
Chapo’ Guzman and Colombian
kingpin Pablo Escobar, the end
could very well be a self-made
destruction.

DOWNFALL
Who could have predicted that
it would be on the political stage
– where Labour leader Alan Kelly
TD and the Fine Gael TD Neale
Richmond spoke out this week –
that Daniel Kinahan’s downfall
would begin.
Who would ever have guessed that
the soft-spoken Leo Varadkar could
level such a crushing left hook to
Kinahan’s dreams.
Those who have followed Kinahan’s rise, along with the scores
of gardai who have devoted their
careers to bringing him to book,
are universally flabbergasted by
the events of recent days.
Most can’t even speculate what
will happen next. The boxing giants
standing shoulder to shoulder with
Kinahan don’t seem to care about
his background, indeed Bob Arum
of Top Rank in Las Vegas said that
bluntly.
But will the TV companies who
screen these mega-bouts finally
act? Will a media giant like Sky
Sports carry on regardless with the
Anthony Joshua and Tyson Fury
extravaganza knowing so blatantly
who is behind it?
Kinahan is big news now for all
the wrong reasons. His grinning
face made headlines on Al Jazeera,

PHONE HOME
PHONEHOME
MOBSTER:
Daniel KInahan
pictured on trip to
Dublin

in The New York Times and, in
recent days, across the pages of
some of the biggest newspapers
in the UK.
But instead of celebrating his
achievement in brokering the boxing bout of the century, he is now
the subject of questions as to whether the Joshua and Fury clash will
happen at all.
Daniel Kinahan has always been
convinced that he is right. Even
when he was growing up in Oliver
Bond flats, the son of a cleaning
lady and an absentee drug dealer
father, Kinahan would only play if
he could win.

Decades later, when he eventually was handed the reigns of his
father’s multi-million drug empire,
he knew one thing – he would do
it his way.

VISION
As he recently prepared for his
highly-publicised comeback as a star
of global boxing – a power broker
in one of the most lucrative sports
in the world – he had a vision of
how he should be presented back into
society.
Be under no illusion, but it is Daniel Kinahan’s own press relations
plan that has been playing out and

which has now come a cropper.
First there was the online book,
penned by a mystery author and
containing details of the alleged
plot to kill him in the Regency
Hotel with the bizarre suggestion
that Fine Gael conspired with the
Garda, the media and the Hutch
mob to have him murdered so they
could suppress the growing threat
of Sinn Fein.
Next came the pattering of tweets
and Instagram rants from some
of the most famed boxers signed
to the MTK company, founded by
Kinahan and, like him, based in
Dubai in the United Arab Emirates.

Then the bizarre docu-drama, again
highlighting events of the Regency
Hotel, and the strange conspiracy
theory that Sinn Fein’s success was
at the heart of everything that happened on February 5, 2016.

COMPLIMENTS
Finally, came the fawning compliments of some of the biggest figures
in global boxing, describing ‘Dan’
as the ‘Captain’ and a ‘great guy’.
Sandra Vaughan, the businesswoman who claims to have bought
his boxing company MTK outright,
came next.
In an impassioned interview from

‘Kinahan has just taken

his life...the end could be

MOBSTER DANIEL’S OVERWHELMING DESIRE TO BE ADORED MAY
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IS BIG NEWS FOR WRONG REASONS

7

HEARNING
FOR
FORBIGTIME
BIG TIME

CLOSE TIES: With
his brother Christy
Kinahan Jr

WEIGH-IN: Daniel
(circled) at Citywest
weigh-in with boxing
promoter Eddie Hearn

2014

HEAVY-HITTER:
Talking to gang pal
Liam Brannigan at
Macklin’s weigh-in
for his Middleweight
Title fight in Citywest

2014

IN THE THICK
OF IT: At the
Macklin weigh in
at Citywest

Dubai, she said that Irish people
should be proud of Daniel and what
he has done. After all, she said, he
came from nothing.
Days later came the announcement
from Bahrain that the royal family-owned promotions firm had hired
him as an advisor and teamed-up with
the same MTK to promote sport in the
Middle East.
When Tyson Fury announced on
a self-made Instagram post that
the deal was done and that ‘Daniel
Kinahan’ had secured the agreement for his clash with Joshua, the
show was complete.
And in Daniel Kinahan’s mind it

FREDCENTRE
FRED
CENTRE

FAMILY:
Visiting his
mother in
hospital

was time to sit back and toast his
success.
But then, Kelly got up in the Dail
and pointed out that the Emperor
had no clothes. Varadkar agreed,
and the news that the Irish Government was liaising with authorities
in the United Arab Emirates about
Kinahan has caused a huge ripple
effect across the globe.

BEGINNINGS
Look back on the pages of the
Sunday World today and see how
we have charted his rise from his
lowly beginnings in Dublin to the
lofty heights of a Cartel boss on

CARTEL: With ‘Fat’
Freddie at the funeral
of David Byrne in 2016

Spain’s Costa Del Sol. The Sunday World was watching when he
opened his first gym in Spain in
2013, when he returned to Dublin
like a mob boss for the funeral of
his beloved mother in 2014, when
he fell out with his friend Gary
Hutch in 2015 and ordered his
cold-blooded murder.
We were there in 2016 when an
attempt was made on his life at the
Regency Hotel, when he appeared
with his army of young followers at
David Byrne’s funeral, all dressed in
the colours of his Cartel.
We pursued him back to Spain,
where he eventually fled for Dubai

in 2017 to a life in exile and out
of the reaches of European law
enforcement.
We reported on his activities
there, his marriage, the birth of
his child as a citizen of the UAE
and the growth of the company
he founded, MTK, as it enveloped
everything that punched in boxing.

FORGOTTEN
In Daniel’s world, things should
be different now, they should have
changed and his past should have
been forgotten.
By now, Ireland should be
ashamed that we ever doubted

him and we should be embarrassed
by all the nasty comments we have
made.
Preparations should be under way
to welcome back Dublin’s finest
son – we should be dusting down
the open-top bus and polishing
the airport.
On Planet Kinahan the Sunday
World should have been firmly
gagged – its printing presses silenced forever.
But sometimes life doesn’t turn
out like we hoped and as boxing
fans would say it isn’t over until the
final bell.
Welcome to round 12.

the greatest gamble of
e a self-made destruction

‘

HAVE HAMMERED HOME THE FINAL NAIL IN CARTEL COFFIN
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RUNING OUT OF TIME: MOB BOSS IS DE

DAN’S EXIT
PLAN K.O.
ARRESTED

ROUNDED UP:
Some of the other
criminals living in
Dubai who have
been arrested

NORDIN EH

ARRESTED

BENJA MIN
NEIL PITT

MOBBOSS
DANIEL IN THE
LION’S DEN:
Daniel Kinahan is
in the crosshairs
of Dubai’s police

A MIR FATEN
MEKK Y

ARRESTED
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SPERATE TO LEAVE AS NET CLOSES IN
MOB boss Daniel Kinahan is
sweating under the Dubai sun as
pressure mounts and his inner
circle fear he is about to be lifted
by police.

Kinahan is becoming increasingly
panicked that he has reached the end
of the road after a major crackdown
by authorities in the United Arab
Emirates on foreign criminals.

Sources believe he had planned an exit
strategy from Dubai to Bahrain – but that
was shut down after a marketing campaign
failed miserably and Taoiseach Leo Varadkar put paid to his attempt to re-invent
himself as an ordinary businessman.

Kinahan had been banking on the fact that
his reputation as the head of his ‘murderous’
mob would remain at home and he could quash
any bad press in the Middle East by ridiculing
Ireland’s media, gardai and politicians.
However, his plans backfired when heavyweight champion Tyson Fury named him as the
‘fixer’ who had organised his historic fight with
Anthony Joshua for next year.
Days after, Bahrain backed away from Kinahan, saying it was cutting ties with him and
naming him in an official statement – the UAE’s
tough stance on criminals became crystal clear.
In a series of revelations this week, it has emerged
that wanted gangsters from Australia and Europe
have been arrested in sting operations as a growing
sense of unease prevails amongst an underworld
hiding out with the super-rich.
Belgian, Danish, Swedish, Dutch, Spanish,
Australian and Indian police are understood
to be liaising with officers in Dubai, who have
arrested a string of major criminals in a series
of sophisticated operations over the past month.
Garda representatives have met and liaised
with their Dubai counterparts since 2018.
All those arrested are wanted in their home
countries on offences relating to organised crime
and have been hiding out in the UAE, just like
Kinahan and his sidekick Sean McGovern.

n Dubai police are liaising with their
international counterparts to remove
criminals from Middle East bolthole
n Kinahan’s bid to keep low profile
and move to Bahrain scuppered as
gardai hopeful of getting thug home
EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT
Kinahan moved to the UAE in 2017 around
the time his one-time pal James Quinn was
arrested in Spain for the murder of Gary Hutch.
Quinn was later convicted of the murder which
was ordered, the court heard, by Kinahan. His
brother Christopher Jnr also moved to Dubai.
Their father, ‘the Dapper’ Don Christy Kinahan
also based himself in Dubai despite a previous
conviction for heroin trafficking from Ireland.
Daniel Kinahan was regularly spotted in the
vicinity of the Iris Blue building in the Marina
district and he married gangster’s moll Caoimhe Robinson at a hugely expensive wedding at
the seven-star Burj Al Arab hotel, which was
attended by gangsters from the UK and Spain.
Robinson is the former partner of murdered drug
dealer ‘Micka’ Kelly – aka The Panda. Kelly was shot
dead in Dublin on the orders of the Kinahan mob.
The couple had a child which they hoped would
secure their residency in the UAE.
Sean McGovern, the former business partner
of Liam Byrne, fled Ireland following the murder
of Noel ‘Duck Egg’ Kirwan and was given refuge

in the UAE by Kinahan. There, he operates as his
right-hand-man but, like Kinahan, is wanted in
Ireland for serious charges connected to murders
and running a drug gang.
Senior Garda sources said they are hopeful of
getting Kinahan home from the UAE but that
they will not leave McGovern behind.
Last week, two Australian ‘kingpins’ of a major
drug importation outfit were arrested after years
on the run. Benjamin Neil Pitt and Matthew
Battah were lifted as they made plans to flee
Dubai. It is understood they had been living
there since 2015 and continued to organise huge
shipments of drugs into Australia.
On Thursday, a Belgian drug lord suspected
of running an international cocaine-trafficking
operation was arrested in Dubai, and plans are
underway to return him to his native Antwerp.
The 32-year-old, identified as Nordin EH,
is suspected of being behind several grenade
attacks in the Flemish city over the past three
years, which he ordered from the UAE.
Authorities in Antwerp will now officially
request his extradition.
Amir Faten Mekky, the leader of a murderous
drug gang wanted by Interpol was arrested
earlier this month by police in Dubai.
He is wanted for crimes in Sweden, where he has

been linked to murders in Malmo, and Spain, where
he is the suspect in a number of explosions.
The Danish national entered the UAE in
November 2018 using bogus travel documents
and is understood to be associated with Ridouan
Taghi – the Dutch criminal returned to Holland
by Dubai authorities late last year.
Taghi, a business associate of Kinahan, now
faces some of the most serious charges in Dutch
criminal history after he was accused of being
behind the murder of the lawyer Dirk Wiersum.
Following Mekky’s arrest, Dubai State Security said: “The high-profile arrest sends a clear
message that Dubai will not tolerate international criminal activities, even if the crimes have not
been committed in the UAE. It also emphasis the
UAE’s commitment to fulfil its responsibilities
towards combating transnational crime.”
Kinahan has hit global headlines at a very
inopportune time, as he tries to remain under
the radar of the authorities in the Middle East.
It is understood that he has become increasingly
unsettled in his desert home and has tried to
build relations in other parts of the Emirates.
In a last-ditch bid to reinvent himself as a
legitimate businessman, he has pulled out all
the stops to be recognised as a fight fixer and
not an international criminal.
But his plan to re-brand himself has backfired
spectacularly and hit a massive political speedbump
when he was called out by world heavyweight Tyson Fury as the man organising the bout between
himself and Anthony Joshua.
Kinahan had just made vital ties with Bahrain
when Fury’s video went viral, sparking politicians, including Fine Gael’s Neale Richmond
TD and Labour’s Alan Kelly, to raise the issue
in the Dail. Their calls led to Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar making contact with the UAE and
Richmond writing to sports giants, including
Sky Sports and BT Sports, to inform them about
Kinahan’s background.
Days later he was fired from his job as an adviser to KHK Sports in Bahrain, with officials
saying they were severing ties with him.
In Dubai, it seems the temperature at Chateau Kinahan is rising and the loudest noise is
a ticking clock.
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POLICE HACK: IRISH GANG BOSS FEELS

PARANOID KINA
DEALER ARRESTE
EXCLUSIVE
BY ROBIN SCHILLER

DANIEL Kinahan has
begged his wife Caoimhe Robinson not to return
to Ireland for her beloved
mother’s funeral as his Cartel are braced for a wave of
arrests following the arrest
this week of their main encrypted phone supplier.

n DANIEL’S
PARANOIA
IS ‘OFF THE
SCALE’ AS
HIS EMPIRE
CRUMBLES

BREAKTHROUGH:
Police hacked the
Encrochat service
used by criminals
around Europe

Robinson, the gangland widow he married in an extravagant ceremony in Dubai in the
summer of 2017, is understood
to be homesick in the United
Arab Emirates and devastated
by the sudden death of mum
Hilary during a routine operation this week.

Kinahan’s troubles in paradise
have hit crisis point after his longtime associate who supplied his
mob with EncroChat phones was
nabbed during a Criminal Assets
Bureau raid this week and his
paranoia is ‘off the scale’.

The 46-year-old, who was picked up
by gardai this week in Co. Wicklow,
grew up in a privileged south Dublin
suburb but got involved with the
Kinahan mob as it began to emerge
as a major player in Holland and later
on the Costa Del Sol.
The hacking of EncroChat has
already led to a series of arrests in
Northern Ireland and across Europe
of top-tier criminals and the arrest
of the supplier in Ireland during
a probe into money laundering by
Chinese gangs has left criminals
here scrambling for cover.

TRAGIC:
Caoimhe
Robinson
and her
mum (left),
who is due
to be buried
this week

SURVEILLANCE
Robinson’s mum Hilary is due to
be laid to rest on Wednesday after a
cremation service in Dublin, and
Garda officers are planning heavy
surveillance on the event.
However, it is understood that
Kinahan does not want his wife
to return to Ireland as he fears
she has grown unhappy in Dubai where he remains at arms
length from the law.
Kinahan and Robinson, the
ex-partner of murdered gangland thug ‘Micka’ Kelly aka
‘The Panda’, held an extravagant wedding at the Burj Al
Arab hotel which was attended
by a Who’s Who of criminals.
Amongst those in attendance
were crooks from all over the world,
including notorious British gangster
Richard Cashman, the business partner of the famous John ‘Goldfinger’
Palmer. Underworld heavy Johnny
Morrissey attended, too, years after
he had plotted to kill a Criminal Assets Bureau lawyer back in Ireland.
Later leaked court documents

SHOT: ‘Micka’ Kelly with Caoimhe
from Holland would reveal that the
biggest cocaine barons in Europe,
including Dutch criminal Ridouan
Taghi, Chilean trafficker Richard
Eduardo Riquelma Vega, aka El
Rico and Bosnian Edin Gacanin, of
the notorious Dino and Tito Cartel,

were also guests. Together they were
dubbed a ‘super’ mafia and officers
believed they had worked together
to flood Europe with cocaine.
Kinahan’s luck has gone from bad to
worse in recent months after he was
called out by Tyson Fury as the man
who had organised the forthcoming
bout between himself and Anthony
Joshua. Despite support from some of
boxing’s most influential, including Top
Rank’s Bob Arum, Kinahan was later
dropped by a Bahrain sports company
as an adviser and forced to step back
from the boxing extravaganza.
But it is the crime side of his busi-

n CARTEL
BOSS BEGS
WIFE NOT
TO GO HOME
FOR MUM’S
FUNERAL
ness that has been dealt even heavier
blows and only this week he was levelled with a crushing left hook when
the hacking of EncroChat by Dutch
and French police was revealed at a
major conference at Eurojust.
The encrypted phone service was
used by gangs throughout Europe
but this week a main supplier of the
phones, a long-time associate of his
father Christy Kinahan Snr, was discovered lying low in Ireland during a
Criminal Assets Bureau raid.
The man who has been based in
Geneva and has not been back in
Ireland in years was discovered in

a house in Wicklow and is now set
to be subject of a proceeds-of-crime
case by the Bureau.

PHONES
The 46-year-old is suspected of
being involved in the supply of
encrypted phones and money-laundering services to gangs in Ireland.
He was caught up in a sting on Jennifer Guinness kidnapper John Cunningham – Kinahan’s business partner – in
Amsterdam in 2000.
Then officers had Cunningham
under surveillance as he organised
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S THE HEAT FOLLOWING MAJOR BLOW

AHAN’S PHONE
ED IN CAB BUST

of supply routes and gangs over the
coming months.
It is expected that French police
have Kinahan’s man in their sights
as a supplier of the phones to big
criminal gangs in Europe.
CAB and the Garda’s Drug
and Organised Crime Bureau are expected to focus
on Chinese money launderers in a special effort
to crack down on their
operations in Ireland.
The Bureau began to
establish the significance of the Chinese
gangs over the past few
years as they investigated the finances behind
numerous grow houses
that had been uncovered
around Ireland.
They are in the middle
of proceedings against a
number of suspects who they
believe used their earnings to
buy properties.

SEIZED: CAB
raids led to
the seizure of
€449,000 in
cash

TRAFFICKED

They had
}
to intervene

PARANOID

PRESSURE:
Daniel Kinahan
has had numerous
setbacks in recent
weeks

huge shipments of drugs back to
Dublin. Dutch police would later
estimate that Cunningham had
shipped €150 million worth of drugs,
arms and ammunition to gangs in
Dublin, Limerick, Beflast, London,
Manchester and Liverpool.
A number of key associates went to
ground after the arrests, including
the man nabbed this week by CAB
officers. He has travelled in and out
of Ireland sporadically over the past
two decades and his family home
in a posh south Dublin suburb was
amongst the properties raided this
week, although he was later discov-

in a number
of real-time
crimes,
including
kidnaps and
murder
attempts~

ered in a Wicklow property.
His arrest came as details of the
joint European investigation carried out by French and Dutch police
forces were revealed.
In a press conference, it emerged
that police had hacked millions of
EncroChat calls – a phone network
which guaranteed customers absolute security on their phones.
The CAB had been targetting Chinese
money launderers who are being used
by criminal gangs to wash their dirty
money through a network of properties, takeaways and other businesses
including nail salons, and phone shops.

RAID:
Vehicles
seized
in CAB’s
searches

It is understood that the suspect
operates as a co-ordinator for the
money-laundering facilities and
offers their services to a number of
international gangs, including the
Kinahan outfit.

BREAKTHROUGH
However, in recent years he has
also specialised in supplying encrypted phones to gangs and he has
been identified by Dutch and French
police in their massive breakthrough
into the EncroChat network.
Over a two-month period Dutch

and French police were able to watch
live chats between major criminals
all over Europe on the secure network which was hacked at some
time in April.
They described how they had to
intervene in a number of real-time
crimes including kidnaps, torture,
murder attempts and numerous drug
and firearms deals but they also have
a treasure trove of one billion messages
to trawl through.
The bust is the most significant
coup for law enforcement against
organised crime in decades and is
expected to result in the break-up

They have uncovered a chain
where the same gang will set up a
grow house and place trafficked ‘gardeners’ to run them but who are also
laundering their own funds as well
as significant criminal gang funds
through a network of businesses.
They have been difficult to police as
officers have discovered they do their
criminal businesses in numerous
Chinese dialects, making it difficult
to unravel their systems.
However, the Bureau have been
following the money, which has
led them to a bigger underground
money-laundering system than was
previously known.
While An Garda Siochana have
refused to comment on the EncroChat investigation and massive
intelligence which has been passed
onto them, police forces in other
jurisdictions have been quick to
move against criminals.
On Friday, a dissident republican terrorist appeared in court in
Belfast facing 12 charges relating
to the transport and shipment of
large quantities of drugs and cash.
Prosecuting lawyer Robin Steer
told Craigavon Magistrates Court
that having accessed messages
and images in an encrypted
phone, police believe Bryan McManus (64) is heavily involved in
drug crime.
The PSNI have to date charged five
people and searched up to 25 properties as a result of the EncroChat
hack with a further wave of arrests
expected. The PSNI said it had also
‘mitigated’ more than 15 threats to
life as a result of the operation.
In Britain, 746 arrests have been
made and dozens of organised crime
groups have been dismantled. There,
the National Crime Agency said
the operation has had ‘the biggest
impact on organised crime gangs it
has ever seen’.
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‘BOMBER’

er’
FEARED: Thomas ‘Bomb
ap plot
Kavanagh was told of kidn

EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT

CRIME JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

DANIEL Kinahan formed
a blood bond with his
gangland hero Thomas
‘Bomber’ Kavanagh after
Kinahan told the feared
criminal he had uncovered
a plot to kidnap his child.
Kavanagh was stunned when
his own first cousin and business partner Gerard ‘Hatchet’
Kavanagh was named as the
brains behind the abduction
and ransom plan, which he
was told was imminent.

But gardai believe that the story
was likely concocted by Kinahan
so he could curry favour with the
feared ‘Bomber’ and cement his
mob ties with him.

Both ‘Hatchet’ and younger
brother Paul Kavanagh would both
be murdered as a result of the fake
kidnap plot and officers believe that
‘Bomber’s’ alliance with Kinahan
marked the beginning of the end for
his empire.
When David Byrne was murdered
in the failed hit on Kinahan at the
Regency Hotel, it was ‘Bomber’
who offered to manage the violent
wave of revenge for his ‘under fire’
partner — in a decision that was
catastrophic for his operation.

LAUNDERING
Today, the once mighty gang leader
has reached the end of the road and
his powerful empire lies in tatters.
Not only is he facing a hefty sentence after pleading guilty to drug
trafficking and money laundering,
but his alleged number one partner
in Ireland, Peadar Keating, is also
before the Special Criminal Court
charged with directing a criminal
gang between December 7, 2016 and
April 2017.
Sources say the ‘Bomb Squad’
— once the most feared force in
the Irish underworld — are gone
for good, leaving his remaining
lieutenant, Liam Byrne, exposed
in Birmingham where he fled after
losing his Dublin home.
As he sits in his cell counting his
losses, ‘Bomber’ is sure to think back to
where it all began to go wrong.
In a special investigation, the
Sunday World can reveal that Kavanagh was tricked into believing his
cousin had turned on him and was
planning a most heinous crime to
steal €1 million from him.
‘Hatchet’ and ‘Bomber’ had grown
up together in their native Drimnagh,
south Dublin, and both had formed a

DOWNFALL: KING

DANIEL’S
‘KIDNAP
PLOT’...
WAS BEGINNING OF
THE END FOR GANG
BOSS ‘BOMBER’
ALLIANCE:
Kinahan is likely
to have made
up the story to
‘Bomber’

business venture with another cousin,
James Mulvey, in Birmingham —
their alliance forming an impressive
drug and weapons dealing operation
between Spain, the UK and Ireland. Back in Dublin Paul Kavanagh,
‘Hatchet’s’ younger became a fourth
partner.
When five associates were busted
in 2009 the kingpins all managed to
slip the net, while Mulvey was forced
on the run, moving between Spain,
Brazil, Holland and Portugal as he
stayed one step ahead of the law.
But ‘Bomber’s’ luck held steady
and his fortunes grew thanks to a
slick money laundering operation
involving the export of high-end used
cars from the UK to Ireland, managed
by his brother-in-law Liam Byrne and
his business partner Sean McGovern.
His mob began working closely with

Kinahan’s outfit and both expanded
to become a multi-million euro conglomerate.
Kinahan even tried to court ‘Hatchet’
in Spain where his son Jamie Kavanagh
was an emerging boxer with his sights
on a professional career. Kinahan wanted to sign Kavanagh to his MGM stable,
which would later be rebranded as MTK.
Jamie Kavanagh has no involvement
with crime.
For years the mobs worked together, but when Daniel Kinahan
approached ‘Bomber’ with news of
a kidnap he claimed ‘Hatchet’ had
plotted from his Benalmadena base,
all that changed.
In an intricate gangland double
cross, gardai say they believe that
‘Hatchet’ was murdered in Marbella
in September 2014 as a direct result
of the kidnap claims, although no

evidence that it was actually being
planned has ever been uncovered.
In fact, many investigators believe
that the plot was so high-risk that a
veteran criminal like ‘Hatchet’ would
never have considered it in order to
make an amount of money he could
far easier pocket in one drug deal.
When ‘Hatchet’ was shot dead at
Harmon’s Bar a number of theories
were peddled around the Costa,
including that he had fallen foul of
a Russian mafia. His assassination
came just weeks after Jamie Moore
was shot on the grounds of Kinahan’s
Estepona villa.
Seven months after his murder,
Paul Kavanagh was shot dead in
Dublin and the double cross was
complete. Gardai believe both were
murdered by the Kinahan mob as a
‘favour’ to ‘Bomber’ and to solve his

‘kidnap problem’.
The alliance would mark the beginning of the end for ‘Bomber’ and
within a year, as Kinahan went to
war with the Hutch faction, he had
the feared gangland boss firmly by
his side.
Ironically, Jamie Kavanagh, Hatchet’s
son, was present on the MGM card at the
weigh-in at the Regency Hotel when the
Hutch faction made their daring bid to
take out Kinahan.
Days later ‘Bomber’ and Kinahan
stood shoulder to shoulder at David
Byrne’s funeral with an army of
followers dressed in the black and
blue ‘Cartel’ uniform in a show of
strength against all other underworld factions in Dublin.
For ‘Bomber’ the decision to take
on the plans to avenge the Regency
was for both personal and business
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GPIN’S TIP-OFF LED TO TWO MURDERS
Officers believe
}that
‘Bomber’s’

ON THE
RUN:
‘Bomber’s’
cousin
James
Mulvey

alliance with
Kinahan marked the
beginning of the end
for his empire~

GRUESOME
SLAIN: Gerard
‘Hatchet’ Kavanagh
(far right) was shot
dead in 2015

PAUL KAVANAGH

reasons. David was his brother-inlaw and the adored son of Sadie and
James ‘Jaws’ Byrne, who were very
close to ‘Bomber’ and who were
devastated by their loss.
As Kinahan relocated to Dubai, at
arm’s length from the law, ‘Bomber’
poured all his resources into a massacre that played out on the streets
of Dublin.
Gardai have linked his associates to
the murders of innocents Martin O’Rourke and Trevor O’Neill as well as Noel
Kirwan and an assassination attempt
on James ‘Mago’ Gately.
They also believed that his associates financed the murders of Derek
Coakley Hutch and Jason ‘Buda’
Molyneaux. A massive weapons arsenal found in Greenogue Industrial
Estate in Rathcoole, Co Dublin, and
primed for use in the Kinahan-Hutch

feud, were linked to ‘Bomber’,
while his money launderer Declan
Brady, aka Mr Nobody, was nicked.
Working as one force with the
UK’s National Crime Agency
(NCA), gardai from the Drugs
and Organised Crime Bureau
spent four years dismantling what
‘Bomber’ built and finally ended
his reign as Ireland’s most feared
underworld criminal.
‘Bomber’ will be sentenced next
October when details of the money
laundering and drug trafficking charges the NCA have built
against him and others will be
heard.
However, what is clear from
his guilty plea, is that unlike
ten years ago, he had no way of
slipping the net and has ended
up resigned to his fate.

LIAM BYRNE

GERARD
‘HATCHET’
KAVANAGH

PLUSH HOME: ‘Bomber’ Kavanagh’s house in Tamworth, near Birmingham

FALL OF AN EMPIRE BOMBER’S REIGN OF TERROR SEE PAGES 12&13
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‘BOMBER’

RUTHLESS
POWER
HUNGRY:
Kavanagh used
abject fear
as a weapon

FEARSOME: MOBS

‘‘Bomber’ rarely
smiled and he
carried himself
as a true Mafia
godfather...
‘

12

COLD CHIEF NOTORIOUS FOR VICIOUS TEMPER AND BRUTAL
THE fear he instilled in others was
his greatest power and Thomas
‘Bomber’ Kavanagh had finely
tuned his theatre of terror.

Standing at over six feet, broad and
square jawed, ‘Bomber’ rarely smiled
and he carried himself as a true Mafia
godfather.

Those who worked with him knew only to
speak when addressed and to always be on
their guard against the ferocious temper
that welled inside him. When the powerful
fists came they showed no mercy and only
the dumbest would try to intervene.
Humiliation was generously doled out
— through orders to do menial jobs on the
grounds of his stately Tamworth mansion in
the heart of Birmingham’s Premier League
belt or in a trip to A&E for those seen to have
stepped out of line.
He had an arsenal of weapons and was never
slow to use them to kneecap or terrorise those
who disobeyed his orders.
He wasn’t just a mob boss, he was a ‘Godfa-
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ther’ feared and revered in equal measure by
an army of soldiers who wanted a place in his
family. No one ever challenged his position
and all were happy to serve.
For ‘Bomber’, the business of understanding
fear was as important as the cost of a kilo of
cocaine and he studied the psychology of it
with gusto.

PARALYSED
He liked to pass his knowledge down the
lines so his underlings could hold their own.
During his coaching sessions he would
describe the ‘states of fear’ of human beings
and how to reach them. A thin line existed,
he explained, between controlling someone
and making them so frightened they became
paralysed and useless.
Threats, torture and beatings were all to be
used to exert power and control and most importantly, everyone should know their place.
In Ireland and the UK, he had a clear struc-

ture under him with each lieutenant having a
detailed role and responsibility for logistics,
weapons, drug trafficking or enforcement.
Failures in any areas resulted in severe
punishments. He had chauffeurs, minders
and even outriders and spotters to protect
him as he moved about.
Everyone within his ranks was controlled
with violence and even more mature lieutenants, including former car dealer Lee Cullen
and notorious Graham ‘the Wig’ Whelan, were
regularly beaten for digressions.
Cullen was so savagely beaten a number of
times, once with a wheel brace, that he was
admitted to hospital with his injuries.
‘Bomber’ enjoyed being violent but he was
also hugely generous to his family and associates, who he lavished with gifts of jewellery,
cars and holidays.
He was particularly close to his motherin-law Sadie Byrne and it was the loss of her
favourite son, David, at the Regency Hotel
that spurred him to make the biggest mistakes
of his career.
Sadie and husband James ‘Jaws’ Byrne had
been like parents to ‘Bomber’ since he first

started dating their daughter Joanne as a
young teenager.
They had purchased their first home in
Drimnagh, south Dublin, but when the
Criminal Assets Bureau came after him in
1996 he moved to the UK where the couple
established a ‘car sales firm’.

EXPENSIVE
The couple first bought a modest house in
Birmingham before upgrading to a gated
mansion in Tamworth where they employed
a gardener and a maid.
Each drove high-end Range Rover SUVs
and passed themselves off as respectable car
sales millionaires.
For years they returned to their native Crumlin
and Drimnagh to show their communities just
how well they were doing.
Each time they returned home ‘Bomber’
and Joanne came in bigger and more expensive cars laden down with gifts. When she
celebrated her 40th birthday he forked out
for a five-star trip to Las Vegas for her and a
large group of girlfriends — all expenses paid.
They holidayed at their private villa in
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STER REVELLED IN REIGN OF TERROR
RAIDED:
Police and
gardai at
Kavanagh’s
home

VIOLENT
REPUTATION:
Kavanagh
put his own
henchman in
hospital

TOP OF RANGE: Thomas ‘Bomber’ Kavanagh and his wife Joanne

Threats,
}
torture and
ASSOCIATES:
‘Fat’ Freddie
Thompson and
Thomas ‘Bomber’
Kavanagh at the
funeral of
David Byrne

beatings
were all
used to exert
power and
control, and
everyone
should know
their place~

VIOLENCE AGAINST HIS OWN ASSOCIATES
Majorca where in August 2016
an associate randomly spotted
Jonathan Hutch arriving for a
family vacation.
When gunman Glen Clarke was
flown to the island to assassinate
Hutch he killed the wrong man,
innocent holidaymaker Trevor
O’Neill, in a fit of anger. Clarke
would later kill himself by accident
by shooting himself in the face
with a gun.

GIFTED

CHARGES:
Kavanagh
(centre),
leaving
Stoke-onTrent Crown
Court

READ CRIME JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

Officers were quick on the
scene in Majorca but the gun
used in the attack was never found and it has long been
suspected that it was sourced
on the island from Kavanagh’s
private collection.
Gardai would describe ‘Bomber’
as the one that stood out from his
contemporaries in the criminal underworld. He had a coldness about him that
few could match.

Despite his status as the head of his
father’s former mob,
Daniel Kinahan is a pretender compared to ‘Bomber’. Where ‘Bomber’ worked
hard to be a ‘Godfather’ and
gained his status on merit,
Kinahan was gifted his position in gangland. ‘Bomber’s’
demise marks the fall of an empire and one that has left its mark
on gangland like no other.
In a world where lines in the
sand are constantly being redrawn
‘Bomber’ crossed the biggest one
when he rewrote the gangland code
and waged a war on a family and not
a drug gang.
His on-the-run former partner,
drug smuggler James Mulvey, was
recorded expressing his own concerns about his gangland life as he
told a girlfriend:
“They go to the people you love.
They kill the people you love.”
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