
By EOIN REYNOLDS

WEB searches on how
human remains decom-
pose were made on a PC
seized from the home of
the Bobby Ryan murder
accused, the trial heard.

The searches took place
in December 2012, 18
months after Mr Ryan
went missing. Patrick
Quirke, 50, has pleaded
not guilty to his murder.

Full Story — Page Seven
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STAR’S ‘UP THE RA’ RANTSTAR’S ‘UP THE RA’ RANT

Emilia: I had 2 strokes
GAME OF THRONES STAR REVEALS HOW SHE BEGGED DOCTORS TO LET HER DIE

Ireland turncoat 
sorry for ‘naive’ 
Provo comment

By GARY MENEELY

IRELAND defector Declan Rice
yesterday issued a grovelling
apology for using Provo slogans.

The ace, 20, spoke out after
web posts resurfaced,
including one stating:
“UP THE RA — Wait
Till We Draw England.”

He said: “My naive
words were not meant
to be a political
opinion and do not
represent who I am.”

Full Story — Page Five
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Rice before Three Lions 
move. Below, IRA post
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RICE SORRY FOR PRO-IRA POSTSRICE SORRY FOR PRO-IRA POSTS

UP THE 
RA..Wait till 

we draw 
England

I sincerely 
apologise for 
any offence 

caused

BRIT HYPOCRITICAL
Rice was happy to big up Ireland 
taking on England online until he 
made the switch to Three Lions

By GARY MENEELY and CIARAN 
O RAGHALLAIGH

IRELAND footie turncoat
Declan Rice has “sincerely
apologised” after the Irish
Sun revealed he roared
“Up the RA” online.

The international defector
could start for England
tonight for the first time
following his country switch.

The defiant camp-swapper, 20, is
keen to put his time with the Boys
in Green behind him — telling his
doubters this week that his accent
proves that he’s English.

But social media posts have
emerged of Rice crowing about the
Provos and his hope of playing
against the Three Lions.

In one rallying call to an
Ireland U17 team mate in 2015,
Rice posted online: “UP THE RA
— Wait Till We Draw England.”

The West Ham ace posted “Up
the RA” at least three times,
unprompted by anyone else. One
man responded to him: “Legend”.

Yesterday Rice insisted he was
“naive” when he made the posts. 

He said: “I am aware that a
poorly-expressed comment I made
when I was a junior player has
been circulated on social media.

“I recognise now that my
attempt to show support for my
team-mates at the time could be
negatively interpreted. 

“While my naive words were not
meant to be a political opinion
and do not represent who I am, I
sincerely apologise for any offence
caused.”

Speaking at a pre-match press
conference last night, England
manager Gareth Southgate backed
his new man.

He said: “He’s apologised. It’s not
representative of what he believes
and feels and his views. 

“Outside of that, the obvious
point is when he was 15, 16 when
he engaged in a conversation with
friends. We’ve probably said
things, written things that would
look different several years later.”

And asked about England fans
chanting “No surrender to the
IRA” in response to the messages,
Southgate insisted: “We would be
against any of our supporters
taking up that sort of stance.”

The English FA said they will
write to Rice “to remind him of
his responsibilities”.

Rice has not been shy about
sprinkling his social media posts
with lion emojis as he continues to
reconstruct his identity on the
international scene.

But despite attempts to cleanse
his social media from his time
with Ireland, more of his previous
Instagram posts have resurfaced
dotted with shamrock emojis.

And he’s receiving advice to take
the worst ones down. One person
wrote to him: “Delete those
comments, good lad.”

Yesterday, ahead of potentially
lining out for the Three Lions
against the Czech Republic tonight
at Wembley, Rice coldly dismissed
his Ireland days as forgettable.

The midfielder — whose
grandparents hailed from Cork —
said: “As you can hear, I am
English. I am from England.

“It was really good playing for
Ireland. Now I’m just really
looking forward to the future and
pulling on the England shirt. I’ve
just got to look forward and forget
about the past.”

He also said he was “bursting
with pride” at getting called up to
the England squad, adding: “It’s
everything you’ve wanted to work
for as a kid and it has come true.

“The call-up is one of the best
feelings you’re ever going to feel.”

Ball’s in his court . . . Southgate

England ace wrote them while playing for RoI

IT’S PROVO
EVOLUTION
FOOTBALL



 EXCLUSIVE by 
STEPHEN BREEN

THE Kinahans no longer
control the bloody drugs
trade here, a top cop says.

Asst Commissioner Pat
Leahy, probing the hits
on Sean Little and Jor-
dan Davis, said Garda
successes have left a void.

Leahy added: “Younger
people are getting in-
volved in that vacuum.”

Full Story — Pages 8&9
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Girl died
after FAI 
chief car
smash

WHAT BOY B TOLD COPS:

Asleep at wheel . . Mooney

He was
on top
of her, 
choking her

By EOIN REYNOLDS

ONE of the boys accused of
Ana Kriegel’s murder told
cops he saw his co-accused
on top of the teen as he
choked her, their trial heard.

The Central Criminal Court
was told yesterday that Boy B
said the schoolgirl, 14, cried
“No, no, don’t do this” when
Boy A “flipped her” and began
taking off her clothes at a
derelict Lucan, Dublin house.

He told officers: “First he
started to choke her, then the
jumper, then the shirt and
just before he got to the bra I
ran away.” He said he then
heard Ana, left, scream. Both
14-year-old boys deny murder.

Full Story — Pages Four and Five

MURDER ACCUSED 
ON BOY A & ANA

Location where 
Ana’s body was 
found by cops

DERELICT 
PROPERTY

Zig-a-zig GAA
SEE PAGE 7

By GARY MENEELY

THE parents of a woman
killed in a crash with FAI
boss Noel Mooney have
told of their anguish.

June Daly, 24, died days
after the new footie chief
fell asleep at the wheel
and hit her car in 2001.

June’s mum Marion
said they remain “gob-
smacked” after Mooney
was fined just €444 for
careless driving.

Full Story — Page 11
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FAI BOSS FINED FOR FATAL CAR SMASHFAI BOSS FINED FOR FATAL CAR SMASH

THE parents of a woman
killed in a crash involving
new FAI boss Noel
Mooney are still “gob-
smacked” by the case’s
outcome 18 years on.

The former goalkeeper
admitted falling asleep behind
the wheel of his vehicle,
which then hit 24-year-old
June Daly’s car in 2001. She
died in hospital days later.

June’s heartbroken family were
furious that the DPP dropped a
more serious charge against Lim-
erick man Mooney, who was
recently appointed to the Associ-
ation’s board on a temporary basis.

He had been due to go on trial
charged with dangerous driving
causing June’s death, but pleaded
guilty to the lesser charge of care-
less driving.

The Daly family had expected a
full trial but broke down in court
when the DPP’s decision was pub-
lished. They said: “There was
nobody to speak up for our June.”

Speaking to the Irish Sun yes-
terday, parents John and Marion
told of the family’s anguish at
Mooney being fined just €444, a

decision that still haunts them to
this day.

Marion said: “The only thing we
can say is that we were absolutely
gobsmacked at the outcome.

“Four hundred and forty four
euro? I have absolutely no idea.”

The mum recalled: “He was
originally charged with dangerous
driving causing death.

“He said he had fallen asleep at
the wheel.”

The former goalie with Limerick,
Cork City and Shamrock Rovers
is on a six-month secondment to
the FAI from Uefa, where he is
General Manager for Football Ser-
vices and Partnerships.

It effectively means Mooney will
assume the responsibility of steer-
ing the Irish Association through
its current crisis. 

After facing nearly two decades
without her beloved daughter,
Marion still struggles to come to
terms with the death and had no
idea Mooney had gone on to a
glittering career in football admin-
istration. She said: “I wasn’t aware
of it and I don’t know what to say.

“It’s not going to bring June
back . . . it is not going to change
anything as far as I’m concerned,

it is not going to change anything.”
Speaking from the family home
in Ballaghaderreen, Co Roscom-
mon, she continued: “I really don’t
know how I feel. I just don’t know
what to think, I don’t want to
think about it.”

Marion paid an emotional tribute
to June, who died aged just 24,
saying: “She was a beautiful girl.”

June’s dad John also told the
Irish Sun he “wasn’t aware” of
Mooney’s appointment to the Asso-
ciation’s hot seat.

The couple, who have two sons,
were left reeling at the outcome of
the court case over June’s death. 

John said at the time: “The sen-
tence he received is just crazy.
There was no justice for June.”

Marian said: “There was nobody
to speak up for our June.”

Friends of the family pointed out
how the fine imposed on Mooney
represented less than €20 for each
year of June’s life.

Solicitor Michael Joyce also
spoke of their heartbreak at the
DPP’s decision at the time.

He blasted: “They are looking
for answers on why the DPP
decided to reduce the charge.

“They came down expecting a
full case before judge and jury.

“June’s parents were shocked

when they found out the DPP
decided to reduce the charge. 

“Now they want answers.”
Cork Circuit Criminal Court

heard Mooney, formerly of Cappa-
more, Co Limerick, was on his
way to a training session at the
time of the horror accident in
September 2001.

Mooney had said at the time: “I
cannot recall the exact impact of
the collision. It led me to believe
that I nodded off. I still don’t
recall what happened.”

He also apologised to the Daly
family and admitted people’s lives
had been changed forever. He
said: “We are all losers, the Daly
family and the Mooney family. 

“It’s changed all our lives. I can’t
imagine what it must be like. I

hope they accept I would do any-
thing to change what happened.”

He added: “Sometimes I think
maybe she should be here and I
should not but she isn’t here. 

“I would do anything to change
what happened. 

“Sometimes I get flashbacks. I
see bright lights but I do not
know exactly what happened,
which makes me think I must
have fallen asleep.”

Sentencing, Judge Sean O Don-
nobhain said: “This is a difficult
case for all the people involved. 

“Nothing will make up for the
loss the family have suffered. 

“My heart on a human level
goes out to the parents of the
deceased girl. 

“I feel for her parents on a
human level but I have to divorce
that feeling.”

Mooney’s career was cut short
because of a cruciate knee injury
and, having completed a post-grad
in Marketing and Management at
DIT, he went on to get a job in
the FAI as Club Promotion Officer
before working for Uefa on an
ad-hoc and eventually joining full-
time in 2011.

We contacted the FAI for com-
ment. Uefa said it does not com-
ment on personal matters.

@IrishSunOnlineCaretaker . . . Mooney’s welcomed at FAI

EXCLUSIVE by GARY MENEELY

Career . . . Mooney at 
Uefa. Below, as goalie

Life cut short . . . June 
was 24 at time of crash

Mooney’s 
sentence 
was crazy, 
we never 
got justice 
FAMILY’S 18-YEAR HELL



30 SECONDS 
FROM 
DEATH

COUPLE’S FIREBOMB TERRORCOUPLE’S FIREBOMB TERROR

Home destroyed in attack

By ELAINE KEOGH

A COUPLE have told how they were
30 seconds from death after their
home was firebombed as they slept.

Innocent Damien and Frances
Nugent are now
homeless after
their Drogheda
pad was gutted
a week ago.

Frances said:
“We should have
been dead.”
Full Story — Page 9Damage . . inside house

Nearly killed . . . 
 pair outside pad
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FOR THE 
THRONE

FAI Ed’s
defiance

EXCLUSIVE by 
GARY MENEELY

FORMER FAI trea-
surer Eddie Murray
today reveals he
stepped down from
the association to
protect loved-ones.

In an extraordinary
interview, the defiant
79-year-old has
insisted he did his
“best” in the role.

Full Story — Page Seven

TOP 4 RACE IS OVER

SEE BACK PAGE

36
PAGES

OF SPORT
INSIDE

Hast-y arrival for tot . .
Meg & Adrian Dunbar

SEE 
PAGES 
10 & 11

GUNNAR 
AND THE 
GUNNERS 

ARE 
GONERS



1RM Monday, May 6, 2019 ............... 7

All the 
hassle 
was too 
much, I 
quit to 
protect 
family..

EX-FAI TREASURER SPEAKS OUTEX-FAI TREASURER SPEAKS OUT
EXCLUSIVE by GARY MENEELY

FORMER FAI treasurer Eddie
Murray has said he quit the
embattled football association
to protect his family.

The 79-year-old also launched an
attack on the “poisonous” media
and politicians, some of whom he
branded a “bloody disgrace”.

Murray stepped down last month
from his honorary role voluntarily
following the storm over the €100,000
loan from ex-CEO John Delaney to the
crisis-hit association.

The Office of the Director of Corpo-
rate Enforcement has launched legal
proceedings against the sport’s govern-
ing body, which has come under
fire for its secrecy and unusual
accounting practices.

Speaking to the Irish Sun, Murray
insisted he made up his mind to quit
before he was placed in the firing line
at last month’s Oireachtas committee
hearing. He said: “My family situation
is such that hassle is the last thing in
the world (I want).

“I don’t want any hassle for any-
body. The reason I left was to protect
my family. I’m officially gone since
April. Well even before the hearing, I
had made up my mind to go.

“So once I went to the hearing, I
decided then there was too much has-
sle for my family. I had to protect my
family as best I can. Not that I can
when the media is around.”

Murray, whose job was to keep a
close eye on the FAI’s finances, main-
tains he acted honestly as treasurer.

During an Oireachtas hearing into
the loan controversy, he had to admit
it was “totally unsatisfactory” that he
was not told about the controversial
€100,000 transaction.

Murray also informed the committee
the FAI had just one bank account but
later had to correct himself when told
there were 24.

But the defiant former garda insisted
he did his “best” in the role and stuck
the boot into the press and politicians
— quoting Shakespeare.

Murray said: “I know you have a job
to do. And I know you want to crucify
people if you have a chance, that’s
your business. I always think of what
they say of people who die. 

“The evil that men do lives after
them, the good is often interred with
their bones. So be it with the media.

“That’s a point of view I’ve got over
a number of years in relation to you
(the media). I worked in business
where I had contact with the media
on a regular basis. 

“And I got on terribly well. But the
sports media in this country are poi-
son, pure f***ing poison. Over the
years I seen it and listened to it. You
know, poison. That’s your business.
Your business is selling papers.”

Former CEO and Executive Vice
President John Delaney has remained
all but silent as the crisis engulfed the
FAI, standing behind a brief statement
during his appearance last month at
the Dail Sports Committee hearing.

As Murray opened up about the
strain the FAI controversy had placed
on his loved ones, he lined up another
attack on the media and politicians.

He said: “I’m sure you would like to
protect your family as well. Life is dif-
ficult enough without complicating it
further. Of course it does (affect his
family), of course it does.

“Unfortunately that’s the world we
live in, media and politics are poison
in this country. The politicians want to
have themselves re-elected. Some of
them are a bloody disgrace.”

But despite being willing to put in
tough tackles on the media and politi-
cians, Murray insisted he would not be
speaking about FAI dealings.

He said: “I don’t want to talk about
anything in relation to the FAI, abso-
lutely not. I have no intention of talk-
ing about anything. 

“I’m finished with the FAI and that’s
it. I’m gone. I don’t want to talk about
it, I want to put it behind me.”

After the Irish Sun was invited into
his house, Murray also spoke of his
annoyance at the press interest in his
time with the FAI.

He said: “As I say, I’ve nothing to do
with it. I have a lot on my plate. I’m
totally annoyed.”

Asked if he had any regrets, Murray
who had been involved in football for
40 years, including a stint on the FAI
board, said: “Not really, no.

“I never did anything wrong. That’s
my view. I did nothing wrong.”MURRAY: MEDIA POISON 

Quit role . . .  
Murray and, 

below, Delaney
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