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A MUM died after her jugular vein was torn during
a routine operation, an inquest heard yesterday.
The HSE apologised to the family of Teresa Lyons
following her death in University Hospital Limerick.

Full Story — Page Nine

STARDUST EXCLUSIVE
Call for inquest
. . . Christy
with Christine
Keegan

Support . . singer marching for Stardust victims

Folk legend
marches with
fire families

NOEL
6I’ve been eating
worms from my
garden to get
ready for jungle7
SEE PAGES 6 & 7

CHRISTY:
WE NEED
JUSTICE
By GARY MENEELY

OLIVER CALLAN:
6Rugby
is kicking
soccer to
touch7
SEE PAGE 13

CHRISTY Moore has vowed
to never give up fighting
for the Stardust families.
The singer joined protesters in Dublin yesterday calling for a new inquest into
the 1981 nightclub blaze
which claimed 48 lives.
Christy told the Irish
Sun: “These people deserve
some peace of mind about
the truth being revealed.”
Full Story — Pages Four & Five
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VICTIM’S PLEA TO
OFF-ROAD RIDER

THE wife of a man seriously
injured by a scrambler bike has
invited the rider to visit her husband to see the “devastation”
caused by off-road motorbikes.

By LAURA LYNOTT

Dublin resident Anzhela, originally
from Armenia, holds a daily vigil by
Ilabek’s bed at Beaumont Hospital.
She said: “I spoke to the neurologist,
Anzhela Kotsinian’s husband, Ilabek
who said maybe Ilabek can
Avetian, 39, suffered brain
live for a time but he can’t
injuries and lost an eye when
walk, sit, speak.”
the bike the driver was ridThe
law
surrounding
ing crushed his skull as the
scrambler bikes in parks is
couple sunbathed in Darndale
currently
unclear
and AnzPark, Dublin, last June.
hela wants to see legislation
The former teacher, 43,
drafted to cover off-road use.
said: “It would be better the
She has also invited pardriver visited us, to say
ents thinking of buying a
‘sorry’ to Ilabek and I.
scrambler
for their children
“The young man who drove
to visit Ilabek, adding: “Come
into my husband didn’t come
back to help us that day.” ‘Devastated’ . . pair to see my husband, see how
his life has been destroyed.”

Biker dies
in smash
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CHRISTY’S STARDUST MARCH SUPPORT

A YOUNG motorcyclist has
died after being involved
in a road accident.
The 23-year-old came
off his motorbike on the
R748 near Carnew, Co
Wicklow, just before 2pm
on Monday. It’s understood he was travelling in
the direction of Tinahely.
He
was
pronounced
dead at the scene a short
time later and his body
was removed to Naas Hospital for a post-mortem.

Plea for a new inquest
. . . family and friends
of nightclub fire victims
outside office of AG

AGAINST THE GROIN
A man is suing a health
spa after the masseur
there began ‘excessively
caressing’ his bum and
scrotum in New York, US.

Solidarity . . . singer Christy talks to our reporter at the Stardust march
CHRISTY
Moore
has
described supporting the
families of the Stardust tragedy as “one of the greatest
honours” of his life.
The singer joined relatives and
friends of the victims of the
nightclub blaze in a protest
march yesterday to demand a
new inquest into the disaster.

Some 48 young people died in the
Stardust nightclub in Artane, Dublin,
on Valentine’s Day 1981 in the worst
fire catastrophe in the State’s history.
Their grieving families insist they
have new evidence, uncovered by
Freedom of Information requests and
previously unheard witness testimony,
to warrant a new inquest.
And as hundreds of supporters
took to the streets of Dublin yesterday, folk legend Moore spoke of his
pride in the Stardust families and
vowed to “never give up” on getting
justice for them.
Christy told the Irish Sun: “It’s
been going on for so many years,
these people deserve some peace of
mind about the truth being revealed.
“I’m very proud to stand with these
people, they are so courageous.
“I have great admiration for these
families, the way they have never
given up. And hopefully today might
bring some peace to them.”
Families of the victims and their
supporters marched to the office of
the Attorney General calling for the
fresh inquiry.
They handed in 48,000 ‘truth cards’
to represent the 48 young people
who lost their lives.
Moore pleaded with the authorities
to listen to the families who carried
photos of their tragic loved ones.
And despite the long crusade for
justice, the singer declared he wasn’t
giving up hope.
Moore — who wrote campaign song
They Never Came Home — said: “I
would have a modicum of confidence
(in getting the new inquest) but they
have been shot down time and time
again. That seems to be the history.”
As the families praised the star for
his support, modest Moore was keen
to play down his role in the battle
for justice as he hailed the resolve of
those suffering since the disaster.
He said: “My support is no more
important than anybody else’s really,
I just happened to write a song that
the families like, they have played it
over and over again.
“I have a very strong bond
with the families. They deserve
justice after all these years.
“I am hopeful. This has been
going on far too long, it’s time
these families were given the
truth, they need some peace of
mind.”
The names of all 48
young victims of the
Stardust
tragedy
were read out on
the steps of the
Attorney General’s
office
as
campaigners called for
a new inquest into
their deaths.
Stardust survivor
Antoinette
Keegan, whose sisters Mary, 19, and
Martina, 16, were
killed
in
the
inferno, pledged to

EXCLUSIVE by GARY MENEELY

“never give up until we get the
truth”.
As
she
spoke
alongside
her
82-year-old mother Christine, Antoinette declared: “In the aftermath of
the fire we trusted the State.
“We remain to this day, dismissed
and fobbed off. We have been systematically abused for 37 years. We
were left like lambs to the slaughter
but we never gave up and never will
until we get truth and justice.”
Keegan vowed to go to court in a
bid to get a new inquest, saying: “We
ask the Attorney General to exercise
his right and reopen the inquest.
“If he fails to do that, we have an
application ready to go into court.
This will be the first time in the history of the Stardust that we will be
in court for the Stardust.
“We will not give up until we get
truth and justice.”
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar later told
the Dail that the Attorney General
will “look afresh” at a formal request
from relatives of the Stardust victims
to carry out a second inquest.
Mr Varadkar said that while the
Attorney General’s office awaits a
formal request for the fresh inquest,
he would give it full consideration
once received.
He explained: “I did speak to the
Attorney General this morning. He
will give it full consideration and
will look at it with an open mind.”
A tribunal held in the year following the fire, chaired by Justice Ronan
Keane, was labelled flawed.
He concluded the cause of the fire
was “probably arson” — but that was
never accepted by the families.
In 2009, an independent examination into the tribunal reported there
was no evidence to support Justice
Keane’s finding that the fire was
started deliberately near the ballroom
of the nightclub.
Last year, the families of the victims rejected the report of retired
Judge Pat McCartan which found no
new inquiry into the deadly fire was
warranted.
But Yvonne Graham, who lost pal
Susie Morgan in the disaster, travelled from Derry to attend yesterday’s march. She told the Irish Sun:
“We will never give up on justice.
“Five of us went out to the Stardust nightclub for the night, only
four of us came back.
“My friend Susie was killed in the
fire. It has been a never-ending
nightmare. We won’t give up on
getting the truth. We need a
new inquest.”
Eugene Kelly, whose brother
Robert, 17, died in the tragedy,
told how the lack of answers
makes it impossible for families to move on.
He said: “We’re still carrying the scar. I hope this
delivers some justice so
we can move on
with our lives.
“There
are
elderly
women
here, fighting for
their kids, being
pushed
in
a
wheelchair in the
rain here today,
it’s a disgrace.
“Why can’t this
Government
just
put their hands up?
Give us justice once
and for all.” Investi-

Lost pal . . Yvonne’s pic of Susan

It’s time for truth...
these families need
some peace of mind
gations showed a number of escape
routes from the dance hall were
blocked as emergency doors were
locked with chains.
Concerns have also been raised
about the investigation of the scene,
which allowed politicians and media
to walk through the building days
after the fire.
Selina McDermott, who lost her
two brothers and sister in the fire,
read a message from the mothers
who lost their children.
She said: “We have learned that
the Stardust is something we can
never get over, but something that
we carry. The name Stardust is a
cruel reminder of the horror that we
have suffered.
“Why then have we been left to
carry such a sorrowful burden for so
long without respite?” The Stardust

families were supported by relatives
from the Carrickmines fire and the
Bloody Sunday Justice Campaign.
A string of Opposition politicians
joined the crowd marching from
Westland Row to Government Buildings. Independent Deputy Tommy
Broughan later raised the campaign
during Leaders’ Questions with the
Taoiseach.
Deputy Broughan asked Mr Varadkar to meet with the Committee and
its legal representatives and to support their call for a new inquest
under Section 24 of the 1962 Coroner’s Act.
Deputy Broughan said: “I have
always admired the continued determination and tenacity of the campaigners involved in the Stardust
Relatives and Victims Committee in
the face of closed doors from Gov-

ernment. They rightly want truth,
justice and closure and have tried
many avenues over the almost 38
years to get answers for the devastated families and community.
“The sheer scale and overwhelming
public
support
for
this
‘Truth’
campaign shows the drive is there to
give final justice and peace for these
families.
“I’m calling on the Taoiseach to
meet with campaigners, to listen to
their concerns and for the Attorney
General to grant a new inquest into
the 48 deaths on the tragic night.”
Yesterday, Sinn Fein chief Mary
Lou McDonald welcomed the ‘JusticeFor48’ Stardust victims families
into the visitors gallery of the Dail
chamber during Leaders’ Questions
and backed their campaign.
@gmeneely

Horror scene . . inside the Stardust nightclub after it burnt down in 1981
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ALERT AFTER BOOZY BUST-UP

Clash . . . star
Flack and with
ex Brady, below

STRICTLY FLACK IN
999 CALL DRAMA
FULL EXCLUSIVE STORY — PAGES 4&5

BABY HORROR EXCLUSIVE
Speed rap . . McGregor

Conor
‘154kph
in zone
of 100’
EXCLUSIVE by GARY MENEELY

THE
speeding
charge
Conor McGregor will face
this week comes after he
was allegedly clocked at
54kph above a 100kph
limit, we understand.

Full Story — Page Nine

Deported . . thug Odia

Cop ear
jet slice
thug: I’ll
kill Irish
By STEPHEN BREEN

THUG Uyi Odia, who cut
Gda Sgt Eamon Moran’s
ear in two during a flight,
threatened to slice the
eyes and throats of any
Irish people in Nigeria.

Full Story — Pages 10&11

Mum: It’s
a miracle
he survived
being shot

Little battler . . .
Lynn and son John

By GARY MENEELY

A MUM whose son was shot
during a feud says it’s a
“miracle” her lad survived.
Lynn Doyle’s then sevenmonth-old tot John Collins was
hit with 35 pellets when Charlene Donovan, 23, fired at their
house in Dublin last December.
She told the Irish Sun on Sunday: “We could have lost him.”
Full Story — Pages Six and Seven

1RM

Sunday, November 25, 2018 ...............

CHARGE OF THE FIGHT BRIGADE

‘MAC CLOCKED 54KPH
ABOVE 100Claim
KPH LIMIT’
among four road raps

TOP GEAR
Conor loves high-end
motors like BMW and,
inset, Lamborghini

CONOR
McGregor
was
allegedly
clocked
at
154kph
in
a
100kph
zone, the Irish Sun on
Sunday understands.
The MMA star has been
ordered to appear before a
court on Wednesday over a
speeding charge.

McGregor has been hit with four
raps — one of speeding and three
driving licence offences. The Notorious is alleged to have been
54kph over the limit.
A source told the Irish Sun:
“The normal sanction is three penalty points if the speeding offence
is accepted without going to court.
“It is up to five penalty points if
you are convicted in court. It all
depends on circumstances, factors
like where the offence was committed, if it is near a school, those
types of things. It is up to the
judge really.
“If there is nothing unusual
about the case, typically it would
be five points and a fine of around
€300 or €400.
“One possible scenario for someone convicted of speeding would
be penalty points and a fine.
“There is always the possibility
that the case could get struck out
for various reasons like if there is
an irregularity, if the case fails
because of the paperwork or if the
case is not proved.”
McGregor, 30, was summoned to
appear at Naas District Court in
Co Kildare last Wednesday over
the offences which are alleged to
have happened in the Kildare
area. But the UFC ace, with an
address in Lucan, Dublin, was

EXCLUSIVE by GARY MENEELY

nowhere to be seen when his case
was called.
Judge Desmond Zaidan asked
the court: “Mr McGregor, is he
here?” Solicitor Tim Kennelly, for
McGregor, replied: “He’s not, judge.
I’ve been asked . . . to seek a precis
of the evidence.”
But judge Zaidan insisted “the
essence” of the offences was on
the summons.
He outlined the four raps facing
McGregor, one of speeding and
three relating to the failure to produce a driving licence.
Sergeant Jim Kelly told the court
that the Gardai served the summons on McGregor “face to face”.
And in a warning to McGregor,
the judge declared the famous
grappler needed to appear before
the court.
He maintained the MMA lad
should be aware of the case, saying: “There is no question of Mr
McGregor not knowing about this.”
And the judge sent the superstar
defendant a clear message.
He said: “I won’t ask why he is
not here . . . but the onus was on
the defence solicitor to notify his
client to turn up for the hearing.
“If it is contested I won’t hear
the case in absentia (in the
absence of McGregor).”
Judge Zaidan also added that if
McGregor or his lawyers wanted
more information about the case,
they could contact the Gardai.
Sgt Kelly revealed there would
be a number of Garda witnesses
giving evidence in relation to the
charges against McGregor.
The case was adjourned until
Wednesday.
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GP €1.1m
payment
THE top-earning family
doctor in Ireland received
over €1.1million from the
State for treating medical
card patients in 2017.
Dr Andrew Jordan, who
has
two
practices
in
Dublin, is also chairman
of the National Association of GPs.
The association reacted
angrily to the publication
of the HSE payments, saying they are “misleading”.
State reimbursement of
GPs in 2017 hit €551m, up
from €453m in 2014.

WHO’S A DIRTY BOY?
A woman is suing her
ex-roommate for €1million,
claiming he taught her pet
parrot to sexually harass
her in Kentucky, US.

Thursday, November 29, 2018 ...............
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UFC STAR GETS SPEED BAN & FINE
COURT
VROOM

By GARY MENEELY

DRIVING ban star Conor
McGregor has been told he
is “fortunate” the authorities
did not charge him with dangerous or careless driving.
The UFC ace was yesterday
disqualified from motoring for six
months and fined €1,000 for
speeding.

McGregor was at
court yesterday over
speeding in 4x4, right

I was polite,
I apologised..
I didn’t know
I was going
that fast

6He is fortunate he was
not charged with a far
more serious road traffic
allegation7

— CONOR McGREGOR

— JUDGE DESMOND ZAIDAN

McGregor was clocked at 154kph in
a 100kph zone, as exclusively revealed
by the Irish Sun. The 30-year-old
superstar took the stand to say sorry.
He declared: “I apologise, that’s all I
can say. I didn’t know I was going
that fast.”
Putting McGregor off the road for
six months, Judge Desmond Zaidan
landed a series of stinging blows, telling him: “Speed kills.”
And as the cage champion’s fans
turned out for the hearing, the judge
questioned why the famous fighter did
not face a more serious charge.
Judge Zaidan told McGregor he was
lucky to dodge a careless or dangerous
driving rap, as eight out of ten motorists caught at over 150kph in the district are charged with higher offences.
The judge said: “He is fortunate he
was not charged with a far more
serious road traffic allegation of
careless driving or dangerous driving.
“The higher the speed the greater
the risk involved. The speed here is in
the higher end. Speed kills and that is
what makes speeding dangerous.
“When speeding goes wrong the
consequences are catastrophic and
life-changing, there is no question
about that.
“Sadly we have lost more lives on
our roads because of excessive speeding, dangerous speeds and other bad
behaviour on our roads and that is
more so than as a result of violence.”
McGregor was stopped in a Range
Rover on the N7 at Kill, Co Kildare, at
10.57pm on October 11 last year.
Naas District Court yesterday heard
The Notorious had been clocked at
54kph over the 100kph limit.
Sergeant Michael Keevans told the
court McGregor was “polite” and
“apologetic” when he was pulled over.
Sgt Keevans revealed McGregor gave
his parents’ address at Laraghcon in
Lucan, west Dublin, as he could
not remember his own address in the
K Club in Co Kildare.
McGregor, who was alone in the
motor, was issued with a fixed charge
penalty notice but this was not paid.
The MMA champ was ordered to
appear in court yesterday after failing
to turn up to answer the motoring
charge last week.
After rolling up to court in a BMW
McGregor pleaded guilty to speeding.
His solicitor Graham Kenny said he
had been instructed to apologise on
his client’s behalf but the judge
insisted the accused was the best
person to do that.
Speaking from the body of the
courtroom, McGregor said: “Of course
I apologise.”
The grappler then got into the witness box and said someone had been
delegated to pay the fine but he was
not sure why that had not happened.
McGregor said: “I passed that on to
be paid . . . it must not have been.”
Judge Zaidan said he was “taken
aback” by McGregor’s 12 previous
motoring convictions.
The list of raps include other speeding offences, driving while holding a
mobile phone, driving in a bus lane,
breaking a red light and parking on
double yellow lines.
The court heard McGregor’s most
recent conviction was handed down in
Blanchardstown
District
Court
in
November last year for speeding.
On the previous motoring raps,
McGregor admitted: “There’s a lot
there, isn’t there?”
McGregor’s
solicitor,
Mr
Kenny,
claimed negative publicity from the
speeding court case would be “a form
of punishment in itself”.
Hitting McGregor with a six-month
road ban, Judge Zaidan insisted it was
important to “mark the seriousness” of
the offence.
The judge gave McGregor six months
to pay the €1k fine. McGregor said:
“Thank you, your honour.”
The fighter left the courthouse to
cheers from supporters.
Walking with his solicitor to his car,
McGregor told reporters: “Gotta drive
safer.” Asked if he was going to slow
down in future, McGregor said: “Yes,
yes, yes.”
@gmeneely
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MURDERED GIRL’S LAST LETTER TO PARENTS

Jastine: There are
no words for how
much I love you
FULL STORY — PAGES 4&5

HOUSING CRISIS EXCLUSIVE

HOMELESS
HELL OF
O’DOWD
COUSIN

By GARY MENEELY

HOLLYWOOD star Chris O’Dowd
will be stunned to learn today
his first cousin is homeless.
Michael O’Dowd, 34, lived in a
tent in a graveyard before he
was hospitalised. He’s now ready
to leave, but has nowhere to go.
His da Brendan blasted council
chiefs, telling us: “They can give
Chris the Freedom of Roscommon but, by Jesus, they treat his
cousin like a piece of dirt.”
Full Story — Page Seven

Relative’s
troubles . . .
Michael and
television
star Chris

Michael’s plight will
shock film star Chris

Thursday, August 30, 2018 ...............
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HOMELESSNESS CRISIS EXCLUSIVE

Freedom gong . . 2014 ceremony
By GARY MENEELY

MOONE Boy creator Chris
O’Dowd’s
family
today
reveal how his cousin has
been left homeless.
Father-of-three
Michael
O’Dowd, 34, had to sleep in a
tent in a graveyard before
being hospitalised.

Relatives, who said Chris was
“unaware” of the situation, blasted
council chiefs for offering Michael
the home of his late sister Amanda
just weeks after she died.
Stunned
family
members
branded the offer of her old house
in Boyle, Co Roscommon, as
“totally insensitive” — and accused
the local authority of “emotional
f***ing blackmail”.
Michael, who has suffered from
addiction and mental health issues,
would find it “unbearable” to live
in the house of his late sibling,
who died of a suspected overdose.
The clan highlighted how his
famous cousin Chris was bestowed
with the Freedom of Roscommon.
And Michael’s irate dad Brendan
spoke out last night, insisting the
local authority was treating his son
“like a piece of dirt”.
In an exclusive interview with
the Irish Sun, he said: “We’ve been
treated terribly by the council.
“My daughter Amanda died in
July. The council offered Michael
her
house . . . that’s
emotional
f***ing blackmail.
“It is totally insensitive to think
he would move in there. There is
recognition that he is homeless —
the hospital want him out but he
has no house of his own to go to.
“I asked in Roscommon County
Council’s offices last Wednesday
with Michael while he was signing
on for HAP (Housing Assistance
Payment). Do you think there was
a provision for him?
“But there is an administrative
mess up in Roscommon County
Council. They can give his first
cousin the Freedom of Roscommon
but, by Jesus, they treat his cousin
like a piece of dirt. And I’m
supposed to be the doormat or the
scapegoat for this system.
“They offered 8 Church View,
they offered that initially when
they knew that he was homeless.
That was after Amanda passed
away. They are totally heartless.”
Emotional Brendan and Michael
yesterday staged a demonstration
at the local authority’s offices.
Elderly Brendan, 66, threatened
to escalate his protest unless his
son’s housing situation is resolved.
He said: “I brought Michael out
of hospital, sitting there with my
guitar. And if I have to go on
hunger strike, I will.
“Michael has been in hospital for
the past eight weeks but the
doctors want him to be released,
they’ve been talking about homecoming but he has nowhere to go.”
Brendan told how they had been
further “insulted” when the council
said the only other option was for
Michael to share with others in
rented accommodation.
He said: “Michael is homeless
and the last insult was that he find
a house with other people to
share . . . The council should treat
people with a little bit of dignity.
“This is citizenship in Ireland and
they want to put him into a house
with shared people. But shared

They give Chris
the Freedom of
Roscommon but,
by Jesus, they
treat his cousin
like a bit of dirt
Protest . . . father and son
yesterday. Inset, Michael
with cousin Chris
accomodation wouldn’t be suitable
for Michael because he has three
children who he’d like to visit him.”
Brendan said actor and comic
Chris was “unaware” of Michael’s
homeless crisis, adding: “It is up to
the council to sort this out.”
Michael’s treatment by the local
authority is a far cry from its celebration of his Hollywood star cuz.
Chris, 38, was honoured with a
special ceremony as he received the
Freedom of County Roscommon.
The Bridesmaids and Moone Boy
legend jetted home to attend a
reception that acknowledged his

contribution to the region. Chris
was joined by his wife, TV host
Dawn, 39, at the October 2014
ceremony in Boyle’s King House
Historical and Cultural Centre.
In
an
emotionally
charged
speech, he tearfully told how he
would tell his children they are
lucky their dad came from Boyle.
Chris, who now has two little
boys, sobbed: “What will I tell my
son or daughter when it slips
gracefully from its mother’s womb?
“I will tell her how lucky her
dad was to be from Boyle. I will
tell her that in an ever-changing

Ireland, Roscommon has stayed
true to itself. When I lose the run
of myself, Roscommon stays put. I
love it. Not because it’s privileged,
but because it’s real.
“Roscommon is not a rich
man’s weekend getaway,
it’s a breeding ground for
artists and entertainers
. . . It’s not a community
built on the wings of a
foreign computer company. It’s a refuge for
writers and scholars.”

Died . . tragic Amanda

‘Concern’ . . . Murphy

Housing
list edges
closer to
10k mark
By MICHAEL DOYLE

ANOTHER
19
people
became homeless in the
last month in Ireland.
Some
9,891
men,
women and children were
accessing
emergency
accommodation in July
— that’s up from 9,872
the previous month.
The
Department
of
Housing figures found
6,024 adults and 3,867
youngsters listed.
The number of adults
fell 24, but 43 more kids
were homeless.
Housing
Minister
Eoghan Murphy said he
had expected the figures
to show an increase.
He
added:
“The
numbers presenting to
homeless services in the
Dublin region remains a
concern
—
despite
significant progress in
exiting individuals and
families from emergency
accommodation
into
independent tenancies.”
He
acknowledged
a
significant number of
new homes are needed.
Focus Ireland warned
that the Government is
“further
away
from
getting on top of housing
and homeless crisis”.
The charity said that
while Murphy is right to
draw
attention
to
progress in some areas,
the continued rise in
homelessness
requires
new and better policies.
Focus
Ireland’s
own
data for Dublin show four
families became homeless
every day last month.
In total, 122 families
with
270
children
became newly homeless
in the capital in July.
Sinn Fein’s Eoin O Broin
TD said Murphy and Leo
Varadkar’s administration
are failing to tackle the
crisis “while Fianna Fail
sits on its hands”. He
added: “The Government
has decided to plough
ahead with failing policies
instead of holding hands
up and admitting they’re
on the wrong track.”

Brendan doesn’t get to see his
famous nephew often, but told of
his fondness for him.
He said: “Chris is a loveable
person, I love the boy.
“He is a wonderful actor and a
wonderful man.
“He mimicked me in Moone
Boy — it was a skit. But we
haven’t seen each other in
a while, the last time was
at a family funeral a few
years back.”
Roscommon County
Council declined to
comment.
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