
remained in the account. Mr 
Buckley said the rest went on 
fees he claimed were due to 
him, outlays and VAT.

Mr Doyle alleges the fees 
were deducted without his 
consent and submitted a claim 
to the Law Society’s compen-
sation fund in January 2012. 

Mr Doyle subsequently 
learned from an affidavit filed 
by Mr Buckley that the solici-
tor’s office had been inspected 
by the society. The affidavit 
said a report on the inspection 
did not contain any criticism 
of the manner in which any 
transactions, including those 
handled on behalf of Mr Doyle, 
were carried out by the firm.

Mr Doyle’s solicitors sought 
confirmation of this from the 
Law Society in October 2012.

But it appears they got no 
response until September 2013 
– and this did not address the 
question asked. The query was 
eventually answered in March 

2014, some 17 months after 
first being made.

A senior investigating 
accountant confirmed there 
was an inspection after Mr 
Doyle made his complaint.

But he said the solicitor pro-
vided substantive responses 
to the issues raised. The inves-
tigating accountant said the 
matter was considered by the 
society’s regulation of prac-
tice committee, but adjourned 
without any conclusions being 
reached pending the outcome 
of the High Court action.

Mr Doyle’s solicitors pro-
tested they did not believe the 
Law Society could delegate its 
disciplinary function to the 
outcome of civil proceedings.

The High Court directed a 
number of files be examined 
by the Taxing Master, who 
concluded Mr Doyle had been 
overcharged. The society was 
informed of the decision in 
February 2016 and of an inci-

dent where Mr Buckley ver-
bally attacked Mr Doyle in the 
Taxing Master’s Court.

Mr Buckley initially denied 
this, but apologised after the 
Taxing Master listened to a 
recording of proceedings.

According to correspond-
ence, a solicitor for the Law 
Society did not consider it 
should intervene over the ver-
bal attack as the Taxing Master 
had dealt with it. The solicitor 
also said she was proceeding 
to close the file, but it was kept 
open following objections 
from Mr Doyle’s solicitors.

Another Law Society rep-
resentative told Mr Doyle’s 
lawyers in July 2017 that the 
compensation fund and con-
duct issues could not be taken 
up until matters had con-
cluded in the courts. 

By that stage Mr Buckley had 
appealed the Taxing Master’s 
findings to the High Court. A 
ruling upholding those find-
ings was made last December, 
but is now being appealed fur-
ther to the Court of Appeal.

In the meantime, Mr Doyle 
has amassed substantial legal 
bills in pursuit of the money 
he believes he is owed and fur-
ther court battles await him. 

Proceedings over the 
€565,000 client account 
money are on hold pending 
the latest appeal of the Taxing 
Master’s findings. The Law 
Society declined to comment 
on Mr Doyle’s criticisms. It 
also declined to answer a list 
of questions, submitted by the 
Irish Independent, about inves-
tigative procedures and prac-
tices. “We are legally restricted 
from providing any of the 
detail you seek, particularly 
because the matter remains 
sub judice,” it said.

Law Society faces questions over case of  
solicitor who overcharged by €650,000 

T HE Law Society is 
facing questions 
over its handling of 
a complaint against 
a solicitor who 

overcharged a former client 
by €650,000.

An inspection of the solic-
itor’s firm by the society’s 
investigating accountants 
in December 2011 did not 
uncover evidence of any 
wrongdoing. However, Taxing 
Master Declan O’Neill, who 
decides on disputes over legal 
bills, subsequently found “bla-
tant and obvious overcharges” 
by solicitor Joe Buckley and 
significantly reduced his bills.

These included a convey-
ance where a bill was cut by 
€270,000 and another matter 
where a bill was reduced from 
€60,000 to €6,000.

Although the Taxing Mas-
ter’s decision was upheld by 
the High Court last year, it 
appears the Law Society has 
not progressed a complaint 
against the solicitor by farmer 
and publican Denis Doyle.

Mr Buckley, of J Buckley and 
Company Solicitors, in Bray, 
Co Wicklow, denies overcharg-
ing and is appealing the High 
Court ruling.

Correspondence seen by 
the Irish Independent raised a 
number of questions over how 
the matter has been handled 
by the society, which repre-

sents and regulates solicitors.
In a letter, lawyers for Mr 

Doyle told the society their 
client was “at a loss to under-
stand” how the matter had not 
been referred to the Solicitors 
Disciplinary Tribunal.

They said Mr Doyle believed 
the society had not given the 
complaint the full attention 
it deserved because Mr Buck-
ley was a member of its com-
plaints and client relations 
committee from 2008 to 2010.

Mr Doyle’s lawyers also said 
the society had not provided 
“any plausible or logical expla-
nation” as to how the inspec-
tion of Mr Buckley’s files did 
not result in the same findings 
as those later made by the Tax-
ing Master. It was also alleged 
straightforward questions 
were “either ignored” by the 
society or “dealt with by saying 
the matter is sub judice”.

The Law Society has 
declined to comment, but 

the Irish Independent has 
established it has a practice of 
deferring to the courts in situ-
ations where issues raised in a 
complaint are also the subject 
of ongoing litigation.

Mr Doyle, who is based in 
Delgany, Co Wicklow, first 
complained about Mr Buckley 
in December 2011. The solici-
tor had represented him and 
his siblings in a number of 
matters over the course of a 
decade. One of these related to 
a land sale which fell through. 

Following legal proceedings, 
Mr Doyle was able to retain 
€565,000 out of a deposit paid 
for the land. This money was 
paid into his client account, 
controlled by Mr Buckley.

But Mr Doyle says he could 
not get any satisfactory assur-
ance it was being properly 
held on his behalf and issued 
High Court proceedings.

Mr Buckley later outlined in 
an affidavit that just €45,146 

Denial: 
Solicitor Joe 
Buckley is 
appealing the 
High Court 
ruling. 
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‘Nuns handed me wrong 
baby and gave mine away’
Mother and woman she raised as 
daughter for decades seek truth as 
DNA reveals they are not related

A WOMAN who gave her new-
born baby to a group of Catho-
lic nuns for safekeeping in the 
1960s has discovered that they 
handed her back the wrong 
child.

Helen Maguire (71) made the 
shock discovery last year when 
DNA tests revealed Christine 
Skipsey (52), the girl she had 
brought up and raised as her 
own, was not her biological 
daughter.

She subsequently found 
out the girl she gave birth to, 
and briefly left in the care of 
St Patrick’s Guild, had been 

adopted by a married couple. 
It is unclear if the switching 
of the babies was a mistake or 
deliberate.

The former adoption society, 
which was run by the Reli-
gious Sisters of Charity, has 
been mired in scandal over 
revelations many births were 
falsely registered to facilitate 
illegal adoptions. 

But the revelation about Ms 
Maguire’s child suggest irreg-
ularities at St Patrick’s Guild 
and similar institutions may 
also have included the swap-
ping of babies.

Since getting the DNA 
results, both women have 
been on a journey to get  
answers, with Helen hoping 
to meet her birth daughter – 
and Christine seeking to find 
out who she really is.

Shane  
Phelan

Full report: pages 10-11 Strong family bonds: Helen Maguire (right) and Christine Skipsey. PHOTO: DAMIEN EAGERS
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Illegal adoption 
scandal to spark 
a raft of lawsuits 
as clamour for 
answers grows

SEVERAL lawsuits are 
expected to be filed soon over 
the illegal adoptions facilitated 
by St Patrick’s Guild.

The State is set to be a co-de-
fendant in the cases due to the 
alleged failure of the now-dis-
solved An Bord Uchtála, 
the old adoption board, to  
intervene.

It had long been feared many 
babies were incorrectly regis-
tered as the biological children 
of their adoptive parents.

But an insight into the scale 
of the practice emerged in 
May of last year when Chil-
dren’s Minister Katherine Zap-
pone announced at least 126 
babies adopted from St Pat-
rick’s Guild were falsely regis-
tered as the biological children 
of their adoptive parents. That 
number has since risen to 148.

The people affected were 
born between 1946 and 1969.

One Dublin law firm, Cole-
man Legal Partners, said it 
had 15 clients among the 148 
affected and would be filing 
the first of a series of lawsuits 
in the coming weeks.

A scoping review was  
commissioned by the minister 
last year to see whether similar 
evidence of false registrations 
exists in the files of other bod-
ies involved in adoption, but 
the findings have yet to be 
revealed.

Speaking in the Dáil at the 
time, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar 
apologised to those affected, 
saying: “It was a historic 
wrong that we must face up 
to.”

However, the remarkable 
story of Helen Maguire and 
Christine Skipsey, revealed 
in today’s Irish Independent, 
indicates the irregularities 
in such institutions may also 
have included the swapping 
of babies.

Ms Maguire left her newborn 
baby at St Patrick’s in Decem-
ber 1966 for six weeks and only 
discovered last year the child 
she was given back was not 
her biological daughter.

Their case is likely to fuel 
calls for a deeper inquiry into 
the activities of St Patrick’s 
Guild and other adoption  
societies.

Solicitor Norman Spicer, of 
Coleman Legal Partners, said 
the lawsuits it was filing would 
allege An Bord Uchtála knew 
or ought to have known what 

was happening and should 
have acted.

He said that in a lot of cases 
people were simply looking for 
basic information and records 
in relation to their adoption.

“I think at the very outset, 
access to the records is vitally 
important,” he said.

“These people are dealing 
with huge stress, having been 
informed, among other things, 
that some of them were  
illegally adopted.

“Some of them are not the 
people they thought they were. 
Some are finding out their 
birth certs are forgeries.

“So I think swift access to 
their entire records is essential 
in these cases.”

St Patrick’s Guild was set up 
as a fostering agency in 1910.

The Religious Sisters of 
Charity took over its man-
agement in 1943 and it oper-
ated out of an infant hospital 
in Temple Hill, Blackrock, a 
facility that eventually closed 
in the 1980s.

It has already been at the 

centre of one high-profile law-
suit, taken by a mother and her 
son, who was illegally adopted.

The High Court action taken 
by Tressa Reeves and her son 
Patrick Farrell was settled on 
confidential terms last July.

She alleged her son was 
wrongfully removed from 
her care and given to an older 
childless married couple.

The court heard claims that 
during a lengthy search for her 
son, she was given “the brush 
off” and told it was likely he 
was placed with a family in 
the US. He had actually been 
placed with a family in Carlow.

After a long battle for  
information, she was finally 
reunited with him in 2013.

The discovery of at least 148 
incorrect registrations at St 
Patrick’s Guild was made after 
its records were handed over 
to Tusla in 2016.

All of these cases were allo-
cated to social workers who 
have been identifying those 
involved and offering them 
support and information.

Tusla has also been identi-
fying and locating the birth 
mothers of the people affected.

Shane Phelan 
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Gave insight 
into the issue: 
Children’s Minister 
Katherine Zappone

Cleary suggested she leave 
the child at St Patrick’s Guild, 
or Temple Hill as it was also 
known, which was run by the 
Religious Sisters of Charity.

“He thought I was giving the 
baby up for adoption. I thought 
I would go along with that for 
a bit because if they knew I 
wasn’t giving her up for adop-
tion, they wouldn’t have taken 
her,” she said.

Helen said she gave Fr 
Cleary the money for her air-
fare and was instructed to buy 
several sets of expensive baby 
clothes. These had to be in 
neutral colours and they could 
not be blue or pink.

She said she was met at the 
airport by a woman known to 
Fr Cleary who drove her to St 
Patrick’s.

Records show Helen’s baby 
was admitted to St Patrick’s on 

December 3, 1966. The intake 
form shows Helen made an 
initial payment of £21 and 
noted her parents were “not 
aware” of the baby.

The form included the hand-
written note: “Girl went to 
London when she discovered 
she was pregnant. Girl intends 
to keep the child.”

On returning home, Helen 
confided in her mother Joan 
about the birth and they 
both went to visit the baby in 
Dublin a week later. It would 
appear the nuns took Helen’s 
intention to keep the baby with 
a pinch of salt as she was pre-
sented with adoption forms, 
which she refused to sign.

Helen recalled the nuns were 
initially nice to her but their 
demeanour changed and they 
became “quite horrible” when 
it became clear she really was 

Baby scandal

‘I said, ‘That’s not Christine.’ But      nuns said it was...’

T EARS welled in her 
eyes as Christine 
Skipsey recalled 
the moment her 
world was turned 

upside down.
For the first 51 years of her 

life, the mother-of-two never 
for a moment questioned her 
own identity. But last summer, 
following considerable public-
ity about the illegal adoption 
scandal in Ireland, she and 
the woman she always knew 
as “mum”, Helen Maguire, 
decided to get DNA tests.

Helen did not give up her 
child for adoption, but she did 
place her for six weeks with 
the now infamous St Patrick’s 
Guild, which ran an adoption 
society in Blackrock, Co Dub-
lin, until the 1980s. 

The then single mother did 
this on the advice of “singing 
priest” Fr Michael Cleary to 
allow her to get her affairs in 
order following the birth.

Just over half-a-century later, 
amid revelations of illegal 
adoptions and irregularities 
with birth registrations at St 
Patrick’s, questions arose in 
Helen’s mind.

She had dark hair while 
Christine had blonde hair and 
blue eyes and didn’t particu-
larly resemble her.

Getting the DNA test done 
was a simple process and it 
was something they initially 
laughed about.

After ordering the kit online 
last July, they took swabs from 
the inside of their mouths and 

posted them to a laboratory. 
The results came back a few 
days later and were a major 
shock. They revealed with 
99.9pc certainty Helen was not 
Christine’s mother.

“I felt very lonely,” Christine 
said, her voice choked with 
emotion as she recalled read-
ing the results.

“I honestly never thought it 
would come back like that.”

For Helen, the outcome was 
equally devastating. “I just 
couldn’t believe it,” she said.

For them, the results point to 
only one possible explanation 
– that Helen was given the 
wrong baby by the nuns who 
ran St Patrick’s when she went 
to collect Christine all those 
years ago.

Since getting the DNA 
results last July, both women 
have been on a journey to get 
to the truth, with Helen (71) 
determined to find the daugh-
ter she gave birth to and Chris-
tine (52) seeking to find out 
who she really is.

Speaking to the Irish Inde-
pendent in Helen’s kitchen in 
Co Westmeath, it is clear both 
have endured an emotional 
rollercoaster over the past 11 
months.

Also unmistakable is the 
close bond that remains 
between them. “Christine will 
always be my daughter as far 
as I am concerned. She is still 
my baby and I love Christine to 
bits,” said Helen.

The story began in 1966 
when 18-year-old Helen Carew, 
as she was then known, left 
her family farm near New 
Inn, Co Tipperary, to work 
in the Avenue Hotel in Dún 
Laoghaire.

The third eldest of eight 
children, she grew up in a 
staunchly Catholic environ-
ment. Helen became preg-
nant while working in Dún 
Laoghaire, but says when she 
told the father he brought 
her to meet a priest and they 
urged her to go into a mother 
and baby home. “My reply to 
them was to go to hell and I 
walked away,” she said.

Helen was determined to 
keep her baby but was afraid 
to tell her family about her 
pregnancy.

She believed her father, Pat, 
would have forced her to give 
the child up for adoption and 
was aware a stigma surround-
ing single mothers.

Growing up she had heard 

talk of women being put into 
homes and having their babies 
taken away from them.

Instead of going home, 
Helen sailed to England on a 
cattle boat, picking up work in 
a pub in Kent.

However, she soon left that 
job after two men who knew 
her father came into the pub 
one day.

A jobs agency in London sent 
her to see Fr Cleary, who was 
chaplain to the Irish commu-
nity in Kilburn and Camden. 
He helped her get work as a 
telephonist at the President 
Hotel on Russell Square.

In the years that followed, 
Fr Cleary became one of Ire-
land’s most high-profile cler-
ics, appearing regularly on 
television, hosting a radio talk 
show and writing newspaper 
columns.

After his death in 1993, it was 
revealed he had fathered two 
children with his housekeeper, 
Phyllis Hamilton.

Helen said that back in 1966 
“everybody knew” Fr Cleary 
was sleeping with the young 
Irish women he helped to find 
work. “It wasn’t harmless. I 
just thought: He’s a priest. 
How can he do things like 
that?” she said.

Nevertheless, she found Fr 
Cleary “lovely” and “charming” 
and felt she could trust him.

Helen gave birth at the Royal 
Free Hospital in Hampstead 
on November 25, 1966 and 
named the child Christine.

After her daughter was born, 
she wanted to go home to visit 
her family but needed some-
where to leave her baby while 
she did so.

According to Helen, Fr 
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not putting the baby up for 
adoption.

After the visit Helen went 
back to London on her own, 
where she set about finding 
a place for her and the baby to 
live. She sent money to St Pat-
rick’s each week for Christine’s 
care.

On January 5, 1967 she wrote 
to Sr Xaveria, the nun she was 
dealing with, saying she would 
collect her daughter on Janu-
ary 19. The baby would have 
been there for six weeks by 
that date.

Her mother accompanied 
her again to St Patrick’s to col-
lect Christine, but Helen felt 
something was wrong.

“I went in and they brought 
me over to this basket and I 
said to them: ‘That’s not Chris-
tine.’ But they said it was,” she 
recalled.

“I said: ‘Christine was born 
with black hair. When I 
brought her in here she had 
black hair’.

“‘All babies are born with 
black hair’ is the answer they 
gave me. So like an idiot, 
I believed them. I never 
thought about it. Back then 
you believed what the priests 
and nuns said to you.”

Helen returned to London 
with the baby and married a 
co-worker later that year. They 
went on to have two boys and a 
girl. Christine was brought up 
as part of the family.

But the marriage ended in 
divorce and Helen remarried 
and moved back to Ireland 
with her second husband, 
David, around 20 years ago, 
settling near Kinnegad.

Christine now lives in Hert-
fordshire, north of London, 

with her husband and works 
as a secretary in an estate 
agency.

Before the DNA test, Chris-
tine never once had an ounce 
of doubt that Helen was her 
mother.

“Even when mum men-
tioned it last July, I just 
laughed,” she said.

Since then they have both 
been scrambling for answers.

“For me, it was all about 
identity, because obviously I 
didn’t have a birthday, I didn’t 
have a name. I didn’t have  
anything,” said Christine.

They got in contact with 
Tusla, which has had the 
records from St Patrick’s 
Guild since 2016, and sought 
the assistance of Dublin law 
firm, Coleman Legal Part-
ners, which has several clients 
affected by the St Patrick’s 
Guild scandal.

Norman Spicer, a solicitor 
with the firm, said he had 
come across “some consider-
ably egregious actions” at St 
Patrick’s, but Helen and Chris-
tine’s case was “exceptional” 
and “unique”.

The interaction with Tusla 
is ongoing and Christine has 
received information indicat-
ing where she was born and 
her real date of birth.

According to Helen and 
Christine, Tusla has also iden-
tified a woman it believes to be 
Helen’s birth daughter.

As an infant she was  
admitted to St Patrick’s on 
the same day as Christine and 
was subsequently adopted by a 
Dublin couple.

Many questions remain 
unanswered though and it 
still unclear if the switching of 
the babies was intentional or a 
mistake.

Arrangements have been 
put in place for Helen to meet 
her birth daughter in the near 
future. 

“I want to meet her because I 
know what Christine is going 
through and she is proba-
bly going through the same 
thing,” said Helen.

“Her life has probably 
been turned upside down 
like Christine’s life has been 
turned upside down.

“I am going to apologise to 
her and tell her it wasn’t my 
fault, that I was told when I 
collected my daughter that she 
was my daughter.

“I believed what the nuns 
told me. And I just feel sorry 
for the girl as well and I am 
going to apologise to her.

“It is something I have got 
to live with now for the rest of 
my life.”

Queries were submitted to 
the Religious Sisters of Char-
ity about Helen and Chris-
tine’s case, but it was unable 
to provide a response before 
publication.

Mother’s shocking discovery as 
DNA test reveals baby that nuns 
handed back to her half a century 
ago is not her biological daughter

Together: 
(Main 
picture) 
Helen 
Maguire and 
her daughter 
Christine 
Skipsey; and 
happy images 
from the 
family album 
of Christine’s 
childhood. 
MAIN PHOTO: 
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Tusla has identified a 
woman it believes to 
be Helen’s birth 
daughter. ‘I want to 
meet her because I 
know what Christine 
is going through. Her 
life has probably been 
turned upside down. I 
am going to apologise’ 
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Unmarried mothers sent to adoption 
body by singing priest Michael Cleary

THE late Fr Michael Cleary 
is said to have played a cen-
tral role in referring single 
mothers to the now infamous  
St Patrick’s Guild adoption 
society.

Helen Maguire, who brought 
her baby there in 1966, said 
the “singing priest” suggested 
this to her while he was chap-
lain to the Irish community in 
London.

The Irish Independent has 
also learned of a separate case 
from the same year where 
Fr Cleary is also said to have 
arranged for another young 
woman to bring her newborn 
baby there.

For many years Fr Cleary was  
one of Ireland’s best-known 
priests. Along with Bishop 
Eamonn Casey, he was the 
“warm-up act” before Pope 

John Paul II’s mass in Galway 
in 1979. A charismatic figure, 
he regularly appeared on tel-
evision, and was a newspaper 
columnist and radio presenter.

Following his death in 1993 
it emerged he had secretly 
fathered two sons with his 
housekeeper Phyllis Hamilton.

Co Tipperary-born Ms 
Maguire left for England as 
an 18-year-old after becoming 
pregnant, and said Fr Cleary 
helped her get a job in a hotel 
in London.

She gave birth in Novem-
ber 1966 and said the priest 
advised her to put the child up 
for adoption in Ireland, but she 
wanted to keep the baby.

When she decided to return 

home to visit her family the 
following month, she needed 
somewhere to leave the baby 
for a few weeks as the birth 
was still a secret.

She said Fr Cleary sug-
gested St Patrick’s Guild and 
“arranged everything”, believ-
ing she would have it adopted.

She said she gave Fr Cleary 
money to pay for her flight and 
he arranged for her to be met 
by a woman at the airport and 
brought to St Patrick’s.

Unlike other women who 
went to the guild, which 
was located at Temple Hill 
in Blackrock, Co Dublin, Ms  
Maguire did not bow to pres-
sure to have her daughter 
Christine adopted. But the 

71-year-old would discover 
last year that the baby she col-
lected from St Patrick’s and 
raised as her own was not her 
biological daughter.

Ms Maguire described Fr 
Cleary as “charming” during 
his time in London, but said 
it was an open secret he was 
sleeping with women.

“He was sleeping with every 
girl he could get,” she said.

Fr Cleary would call into the 
hotel where she worked as a 
telephonist for lunch and tea 
and came into the staff room 
and ate with the women work-
ing there, she said.

“Then he would say to 
the girls: ‘When is the next 
party?’,” she said.

“They told me all about him. 
He would be booking the first 
bedroom, wherever the party 
was. We all knew he was sleep-
ing with girls.”

While she felt his behaviour 

Shane Phelan 
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wasn’t harmless, she still felt 
she could trust him.

Fr Cleary returned to Ireland 
in 1967 to take up a position in 
Marino, Dublin.

He met Phyllis Hamilton 
after a charity concert in  
Marino in August of that year.

Coincidentally, Ms Maguire 

said she briefly worked with 
Ms Hamilton in a London 
Hotel.

According to her book, 
‘Secret Love – My Life with 
Father Michael Cleary’, Ms 
Hamilton said that after she 
became pregnant with the 
priest’s baby in 1969 he sug-
gested she go to London “to 

get out of sight”. She soon 
came back to Dublin and gave 
birth to a boy, who she called 
Michael Ivor, in March 1970.

According to the book, Fr 
Cleary suggested the best 
thing to do was to put the child 
up for adoption, which she did.

Ms Hamilton told how when 
she later had second thoughts 
about this and wanted her 
baby back, Fr Cleary flew into 
a rage. 

He later brought her to a 
solicitor’s office to sign the 
adoption papers.

The book also tells how in 
1971, Ms Hamilton discovered 
the priest in bed with another 
woman, an unmarried mother 
he had previously counselled.

They later had a second 
child, Ross, in 1976. 

Again, Fr Cleary wanted her 
to have the boy adopted, but he 
relented after she staunchly 
refused.

Secret 
family: Fr 
Michael 
Cleary 
presenting 
his radio 
show (far 
left); and 
(left) with 
Phyllis 
Hamilton 
and their son 
Ross

‘It was an open secret he was 
sleeping with every girl he could’

When she said she 
wanted her baby back, 
he flew into a rage



Childcare
crisis: €50m
blackhole in
State scheme
AN EXTRA €50m will have to be
found next year to plug a black hole
in the Government’s new child-
care scheme, Children’s Minister
Katherine Zappone has warned.
The minister has acknowledged
crèches are turning away babies and
toddlers because they see pre-school-

ers as more lucrative, as reported in
yesterday’s Irish Independent.
However, she insisted her depart-
ment’s “warning system” has iden-
tified the issue and officials are
already working on a series of meas-
ures that will require substantial

financial backing from Finance
Minister Paschal Donohoe.
The National Childcare Scheme
comes in this November with sub-
sidies of up to €5.10 per hour for
babies placed in registered child-
care facilities. But writing in today’s
Irish Independent, Ms Zappone, an
Independent TD, says: “To cut to the
chase, an additional €50m will be
needed to deliver the first full year of
our new scheme in 2020.
“This is just the bottom line, I will
be seeking investment in other initi-
atives in the early learning and care
and school-age childcare space to
further address access, affordability
and quality.”
Her comments mark an unprece-
dented early ultimatum forMrDono-
hoe ahead of next October’s Budget
negotiations.

KevinDoyle andMelanie Finn

Boy pleaded
with co-accused
to call forAna,
court is told

A BOY accused of murdering
schoolgirl Ana Kriegel had initially
refused to call for her but agreed to
do so after his co-accused repeatedly
said to him “please, please, please”, a
trial has heard.
Boy B told Garda interviewers that
he and Boy A were in his bedroom
chatting when Boy A asked him to
call forAna.
This was on the day that Ana
disappeared, the Central Criminal
Court heard.
“At first I said ‘no’,” he said, “but
then he started saying ‘please, please,
please’.”
“At last I agreed,” Boy B said.
The two youths, aged 13 at the time,
have pleaded not guilty to the mur-
der of Ana Kriegel (14) at Glenwood
House, Laraghcon, Clonee Road, in
Lucan, Dublin, on May 14 last year.
Boy A has also denied a charge of
aggravated sexual assault.
The jury has begun to hear the first
interview which gardaí conducted
with Boy B at Finglas garda station.
Meanwhile, a forensic scientist told
the court a black vest top found in the
room near Ana’s body was stained
with semenwhichmatched the DNA
profile of BoyA.

EimearCotter

Tragic: Schoolgirl Ana Kriegel (14), whose body was found in May of
last year in an abandoned house in Lucan, Dublin.

Continued onPage 2

TDwho fell off swingwasn’t holding on properly, hotel claims
Shane Phelan
LEGAL AFFAIRS EDITOR

A FINE Gael TD was holding
items in both her hands when
she fell out of a swing, a hotel
she is suing claims.
Maria Bailey (43) has sued
the Dean Hotel in Dublin for

damages of up to €60,000 over
injuries she alleges she suf-
fered to her head, back and hip.
The Dún Laoghaire TD says
she fell backwards out of an
indoor swingwhile having her
photo taken during a night out
with friends in 2015.
In circuit court proceedings,

she has accused the hotel of
negligence, saying the swing
was “unsupervised” and there
were no signs telling patrons
how to safely use it.
Ms Bailey claims she can no
longer sit or stand for long
periods without experiencing
pain or discomfort. She also

says she used to run 70km a
week before the incident, but
has had to reduce this to less
than 20km.
The hotel is denying liabil-
ity, saying that if any injury
was suffered, this was due to
Ms Bailey’s own negligence or
contributory negligence.

In defence papers, the hotel
alleges she failed to use the
swing in a proper manner
and held items in both hands,
restricting her ability to bal-
ance and preventing her from
holding rope grips properly.

Continued onPage 4 Full report: Page 6

Katherine Zappone: Standing still is
not an option – we must do more P4
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Maria
Bailey
is suing
the
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TDwasn’t holding
swing properlywhen
she fell, hotel claims
The endorsement of claim
filed in court by Ms Bailey’s
solicitors makes no mention
of her holding anything in her
hands when she fell. Details
of the case have emerged at a
timewhen there is a consider-
able political focus on personal
injury awards and high insur-
ance costs.
The Government is introduc-
ing legislation to allow judges
to recalibrate guideline award
levels.
Ms Bailey’s case was briefly
mentioned before the County
Registrar at Dublin Circuit
Civil Court yesterday.
Gráinne Berkery BL, for Hol-
tend Limited, trading as the
Dean Hotel, told the registrar
that on consent Ms Bailey had
six weeks to file an affidavit
of discovery. It is understood
this is to satisfy a request for
medical and dental records
for the three years prior to the
alleged incident. Discovery is a
routine part of such cases.
The court heard the hotel,
which has lodged a full
defence, was to get its costs
for the motion.
Ms Baileywas not in court.
She is being represented by
Madigans Solicitors, a law firm
run by a brother of Culture
Minister JosephaMadigan.
Ms Madigan, a solicitor,
stepped away from the firm
after becoming a TD.
In her action, lawyers for Ms
Bailey, ofWoodside Road, San-

dyford, Dublin 18, say she was
at the trendy Harcourt Street
hotel with a group of friends
on July 13, 2015. They say that
at around 9pm her party went
to the top floor where there
was “a three-swing unit” in the
corridor close to a restaurant.
Her solicitors say she was
sitting on a swing “unsuper-
vised”, having her photo taken
by friends, “when she was
caused to fall backwards”.
They say she struck the
ground, with her hip, lower
back and head taking the
brunt of the impact.
Ms Bailey’s action lists 18 dif-
ferent particulars of alleged
negligence or breach of duty
by the hotel, including that
it allowed the swing to be fit-
ted in an unsafe and insecure
manner and failed to employ
a suitable person to supervise
use of the swing by patrons.
Her solicitors say she woke
up with a severe pain in her

Continued fromPage 1 Denies
liability: The
Dean Hotel
on Harcourt
Street,
Dublin,
where TD
Maria Bailey
fell off an
indoor swing

back the next morning which
prevented her from getting
out of bed. After she attended
A&E, she was diagnosed with
soft-tissue injuries and con-
tusions and advised to attend
physiotherapy.
Her solicitors say she was
also diagnosed with concus-
sion.
They say Ms Bailey was run-
ning for election as a TD and
could not take time off to rest.
In the court filing, her solic-
itors say her orthodontist had
to remove a pre-fitted perma-
nent retainer as it was “out of
alignment” after the incident.
In a defence filing, the
hotel admits Ms Bailey sat
on the swing unsupervised,
but denies any negligence or
breach of duty.
It says Ms Bailey failed to
exercise a reasonable level of
care, exposed herself to risk
of injury and was reckless or
careless about her own safety.

FormerAer Lingusworker a close ally of
Tánaiste and chairs housing committee
Shane Phelan

ALTHOUGHwidely known
in her political life by her
maiden name, Maria Bailey
used hermarried surname
Bailey Ryanwhen she filed
a lawsuit against a Dublin
hotel.
The 43-year-old was first
elected to the Dáil in 2016.
She picked up 10,489 first
preference votes in the
election that year.
She is one of three Fine
Gael TDs in the four-seat
Dún Laoghaire constituency.
Before becoming a TD,
the mother of twowas a
county councillor for 12
years, representing the
Killiney/Ballybrackward on
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown
County Council.
Prior to that sheworked as
a member of ground staff at

Family affair: Maria Bailey’s
father John is a councillor

Aer Lingus.
Her father John Bailey, a
former chairman of Dublin
GAA’s county board, is also
a councillor and is seeking
re-election this week.
Ms Bailey is chairperson
of the Oireachtas Housing

Committee and says her
areas of political interest
include planning, economic
development, housing and
health.
She is an ally of Tánaiste
Simon Coveney and
supported him in the Fine
Gael leadership race, which
he lost to LeoVaradkar.
Ironically, the hotel she
is suing, the Dean Hotel on
Harcourt Street, Dublin, was
used for a launch of policy
priorities byMr Coveney
during the contest in 2017.
Ms Bailey is an avid runner
but says this has been
severely curtailed as a result
of injuries sustained falling
off a swing at the hotel.
She has suffered migraines
since the age of 16 and has
spoken on a number of
occasions about managing
the condition.
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Harrowing
tales: Joan
Burton said
TDs were
being told
businesses
were under
threat due
to high
insurance
costs

‘Likeable’ TD showed ‘very poor judgment’ and should r

MARIA BAILEY showed “very
poor judgment” and should
reconsider her personal injury
legal action against a Dublin
hotel, Labour TD Joan Burton
has claimed.
The formerTánaisteweighed
in on the controversy as busi-

ness lobby group the ISME hit
out at ministerswho defended
Ms Bailey’s right to take the
case.
Despite the growing storm
over the action, the Fine Gael
TD has stayed silent on her
decision to sue the DeanHotel
after she fell off a swing.
She is seeking damages of up
to €60,000 for alleged injuries

she suffered in 2015. The hotel
is denying liability.
Ms Burton said TDs are
being told “harrowing tales”
about the threat to businesses
like hotels and play centres
because insurance premiums
have “rocketed” due to com-
pensation claims.
Ms Burton said Ms Bailey is
a “very likeable person”, but

has exercised “very poor judg-
ment” and should “reconsider
the situation”. She added: “I
think it’s an error of judge-
ment on her part,” given the
political focus on tackling ris-
ing insurance costs.
Meanwhile, ISME criticised
ministers such as Regina
Doherty and Michael D’Arcy
who defended Ms Bailey’s

CormacMcQuinn
andOlivia Kelleher

F INE Gael TD
Maria Bailey has
sued a Dublin
hotel after she fell
off a swing on a

night out.
It’s the bizarre political
story that’s been the topic of
countless water-cooler chats
all week. So is it coming up
on the doors on the local
election trail in Ms Bailey’s
Dún Laoghaire heartland?
You better believe it is.
But it’s an awkward
question for first-time
Fine Gael candidate
Lorraine Hall, who the Irish
Independent has joined on a
canvass in the picturesque
seaside village of Dalkey.
She has to concede that

“yes, it has come up a few
times”. Pressed onwhat
voters are saying, she
replies: “People remark on it,
that they’ve seen it reported
on in the paper.”
She quickly retreats to the
line more senior Fine Gael
politicians have stuck to: “I
can’t comment on individual
cases... it’s before the courts.”
Fine Gael sources
elsewhere aren’t so
circumspect. Partymembers
are said to be “livid” that the
issue is sparking grief on
the doors, especially among
business owners facing
rising insurance costs. But
Ms Hall is running in Bailey
country and is perhaps
understandably diplomatic.
Ms Bailey’s father John has
been a popular councillor
in the Dún Laoghaire ward
since 2004. He is a candidate
today as well. Ms Bailey,
also a former councillor, has
been the local TD since 2016.
Ms Hall (37) has been

Swings and roundabouts on the campaign tr
Helping
hand:
Fine Gael
candidate
Lorraine
Hall helps
former Lord
Mayor of
Dublin Gerry
Breen with
some sun
cream while
canvassing
in Dalkey, Co
Dublin.
PHOTO: FRANK

MCGRATH

Cormac
McQuinn

Bailey rejected€600
fromhotel to pay her
medical bill after fall

THE hotel where Maria Bailey
fell off a swing wanted to pay
for hermedical treatment, but
the TD declined the offer.
In court papers, lawyers
for the Fine Gael politician
revealed she returned a
cheque for €600 given to her
by the Dean Hotel in Dublin
following the incident in 2015.
Despite rejecting the offer, a
claim for hospital and dental
costs has been included in the
Dún Laoghaire TD’s personal
injuries action against the
hotel.
The revelation comes amid
ongoing controversy over her
decision to bring the lawsuit,
in which she alleges the hotel
was negligent because the
swingwas “unsupervised” and
therewere no signs to instruct
patrons how to safely use it.
Former Labour Party leader
Joan Burton became the lat-
est high-profile politician to
weigh in on thematter, saying
Ms Bailey had shown “very
poor judgment” and should
reconsider her legal action.
The court filing by Ms Bai-
ley’s solicitors reveals that in
addition to general damages,
which can be up to €60,000 in
the circuit court, she is seek-
ing special damages for med-
ical expenses.
This includes a claim for
€1,200 in hospital fees, €280
in dental fees and yet to be
ascertained amounts for phys-
iotherapy and Pilates.
The Dean Hotel denies neg-
ligence and says that if injury
was suffered, this was due to
Ms Bailey’s own negligence or
contributory negligence.
It claims she was holding
items in both hands when she
sat on the swing, restricting
her ability to balance and pre-
venting her from holding rope
grips properly.
Other court papers reveal
that before the case can pro-
ceed, Ms Bailey will have to
provide the hotel with exten-
sive medical documentation.
Not only must she provide
records relating to her attend-

ance at the Beacon Hospital’s
accident and emergency unit
following her fall, the TDmust
also producemedical and den-
tal notes, including X-rays and
scans, relating to her back,
headaches and dental issues
for a period of three years prior
to the incident.
In her action, Ms Bailey’s
lawyers say she was at the
hotel with friends on July 13,
2015, sevenmonths before she

was elected to the Dáil.
At around 9pm, her party
went to the top floor where
there are swings hanging
in the corridor leading to a
restaurant.
They say she sat on a swing
and was having her photo
taken by friends “when she
was caused to fall backwards”,
suffering injuries to her head,
lower back and hip.
The legal filing by her solic-
itors reveals further details
about the aftermath of the fall.

Shane Phelan
LEGAL AFFAIRS EDITOR

Ms Bailey was described as
being dazed and shocked. She
was helped up by friends and
went to a bathroom to check
her injuries.
It is claimed her hip was
grazed and bloody and her
headwas sore.
Hotel staff were said to have
given her plasters and dress-
ings for the hip grazes and she
filled out an incident form.
The filing says the hotel
offered her a drink, but she
politely declined and went
home.
It is claimed Ms Bailey woke
up the nextmorning at 6.30am
and felt “severe pain” in her
back, preventing her from
getting out of bed.
Adoctorwas called but could
not attend immediately.
According to her lawyers, Ms
Bailey’s mother came to assist
her. She took anti-inflamma-
tory and analgesic medica-
tions which allowed her to get
out of bed after 45 minutes.
She was brought to the
Beacon Hospital and was
described as being “in severe
pain”, with a swollen jaw and a
bite that was “out of line”.
Ms Baileywas also described
as being sick and sore and hav-
ing a severe headache.
She underwent a pelvic
X-ray, but no bone injury
was detected. However, it is
claimed she was diagnosed
with soft tissue type injuries,
contusions and concussion.
An MRI scan the following
month showed no significant
findings.
At further examinations in
May 2016 at Stepaside Medi-
cal Clinic, Ms Bailey reported
continuing difficultywith back
pain.
The filing said she still
undergoes physiotherapy, dry
needling and deep massage
treatments. It says there have
been significant improve-
ments over time, but that she
is still symptomatic, especially
if she misses physiotherapy.
It claims that sitting for pro-
longed periods causes her
discomfort, while she has also
had to cut back significantly
on running.

TDMaria Bailey says sitting for
long periods is uncomfortable

She is seeking special
damages formedical
expenses for physio
and Pilates costs
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Shane 
Phelan

The case may be dropped but questions 
remain over TD’s account of swing fall

F INE Gael TD Maria 
Bailey may have 
instructed her solic-
itors to drop her 
personal injuries 

action over a fall from a swing, 
but the facts surrounding the 
incident are still in dispute.

Discrepancies also exist 
between information in the 
Dún Laoghaire TD’s indorse-
ment of claim, the legal doc-
ument in which she set out 
what she claimed to be enti-
tled to, and facts which have 
emerged over the past week.

The incident
The document filed with Dub-
lin Circuit Civil Court said the 
incident took place around 
9pm on July 13, 2015, when Ms 
Bailey was at the Dean Hotel in 
Dublin with friends. However, 
in an interview with the ‘Sun-
day Independent’, Ms Bailey 
said it actually took place on 
July 10. The legal filing said 
the party went to the top floor 
of the hotel where swings are 
located in the corridor outside 
a restaurant and bar. It says Ms 
Bailey was sitting on a swing 
having her photo taken when 
she “was caused to fall back-
wards”. Her hip, lower back 
and head were said to have 
taken the brunt of the fall.

In defence filings, the hotel 
denies the incident occurred 
as alleged or in the precise 
manner described by the TD.

Who is to blame?
The indorsement of claim 
listed no fewer than 18 
grounds of alleged negligence 
or breach of duty by the hotel.

These included that the 
swing was “unsupervised” and 
there were no signs to instruct 
patrons how to safely use it.

In defence papers, the hotel 
accepted the swing was not 
supervised, but said any injury 

swing, either in the manner 
alleged, or at all.

Despite the injuries claimed, 
Ms Bailey kept a busy schedule 
in the week that followed. She 
spoke at a migraine awareness 
event on July 15 and a Women 
For Election event on July 17. 
She also attended the Longi-
tude music festival on July 18.

Running
The indorsement of claim 
states Ms Bailey was a keen 
runner prior to the incident 
but “could not run at all for 
three months” afterwards. 
However, on August 3, just 
three weeks after the incident, 
she ran the ‘The Bay 10K’ in 
Dún Laoghaire in a time of 53 
minutes, 56 seconds. She ran 
at a similar pace at the event 
the previous year, finishing in 
53 minutes and four seconds.

Medical bills
Ms Bailey’s indorsement of 
claim said the hotel offered 
to pay for her medical treat-
ment. A cheque for €600 was 
furnished, but she returned it. 
It stated she was seeking dam-
ages for personal injury, loss, 
damage, inconvenience and 
expense. The circuit court can 
award up to €60,000 in gen-
eral damages for a personal 
injury caused by someone 
else’s negligence. Her indorse-
ment of claim also set out spe-
cial damages, or out of pocket 
expenses. These included hos-
pital fees of €1,200, dental fees 
of €280 and yet to be ascer-
tained bills for physiotherapy 
and Pilates. But in her ‘Sunday 
Independent’ interview, Ms 
Bailey said: “All I was looking 
for was my medical expenses, 
which were about €7,000.”

ANALYSIS

Severe pain: 
Maria Bailey 
alleged that 
she was 
unable to 
run at all for 
three months 
after the 
incident.

Despite 
the 
injuries 
claimed, 
Ms 
Bailey 
kept a 
busy 
schedule 

the TD may have sustained was 
due to her own negligence or 
contributory negligence. It 
said she had items in both 
hands, restricting her ability to 
balance and stopping her from 
holding rope grips properly.

The hotel did not say what 
the items were and the TD’s 
indorsement of claim did not 
refer to her holding anything.

In the newspaper interview, 
Ms Bailey said: “I was holding 
somebody’s bottle.”

Alcohol
Ms Bailey’s indorsement of 
claim made no reference to 
her having consumed alcohol 
on the night of the incident. In 
the interview, she said nobody 
was drunk and nobody was 
messing. “We had one glass of 
wine before going out and we 
had just one glass at the hotel.” 

The injuries
Ms Bailey’s indorsement of 
claim said she woke around 
6.30am the next morning 
with “severe pain” in her back 
which prevented her getting 
out of bed. It said she went to 
the Beacon Hospital’s A&E 
unit, where she was diagnosed 
with soft-tissue type injuries,  
contusions and concussion.

The document said she can 
no longer sit or stand for long 
periods without experiencing 
pain and discomfort. In her 
interview, Ms Bailey said she 
was in “excruciating pain and 
scared” after the fall. “It was 
like a knife was coming out of 
my back,” she said.

In defence papers, the hotel 
denied Ms Bailey suffered the 
alleged injuries or any inju-
ries as a direct consequence 
of being caused to fall off the 

FINE GAEL TD Maria Bai-
ley faces being temporarily 
expelled from the party or 
even losing a €9,500 salary 
top-up as a result of her com-
pensation claim over a swing 
fall. 

Senior party figures, includ-
ing Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, 
are privately furious with the 

Dún Laoghaire TD for allow-
ing the controversy run for six 
days before withdrawing the 
case. 

Mr Varadkar has now admit-
ted the case caused “reputa-
tional damage” at a time when 
the Government is under pres-
sure over insurance costs for 
business. 

And MEP Mairead McGuin-
ness said it “did impact” on 
Fine Gael’s campaign. 

Kevin Doyle and               
Cormac McQuinn

There is speculation among 
parliamentary party members 
that Ms Bailey could be forced 
to give up her chairmanship of 
the Oireachtas Housing Com-
mittee as punishment. The 
prestigious role comes with a 
€9,500 salary top-up. 

It is understood Mr Varad-
kar is minded to refer the epi-
sode to Fine Gael’s executive 
council which will convene an 
investigation. 

It has the power to expel 
Ms Bailey from the party for a 
period of time. 

Ms Bailey lodged the per-
sonal injuries claim on the 
basis that she suffered injuries 
to her head, lower back and 
hip after falling off the swing 
in the well-known Dean hotel. 

Court documents described 
her as a “keen runner prior to 
the accident but could not run 
at all for three months post-ac-

cident and has had to reduce 
her activities significantly 
since”. 

However, the Irish Independ-
ent revealed on Saturday that 
she completed the ‘The Bay 
10k’ in Dún Laoghaire three 
weeks after the incident.

Her father John, a council-
lor for Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council, did win 
re-election but his vote was 
down substantially.Impact: Mairead McGuinness

Bailey could lose €9,500 top-up and prestigious housing role
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