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BOLTHOLE: WE FIND N

THIS is Kinahan Cartel lieu-
tenant Liam Byrne without
a care in the world as he
waters the flowers outside
the Birmingham mansion
which has been his hideout
for the past year.

Byrne, whose brother Da-
vid’s murder at the Regen-
cy Hotel sparked the bloody
Hutch-Kinahan feud, fled his
home in Crumlin, south Dublin,
after a major crackdown by the
Garda’s Drug and Organised
Crime Bureau, along with the
Criminal Assets Bureau.

He has been living in hiding ever
since – but a Sunday World team
tracked him down to a gated estate
in one of the most affluent suburbs
of the West Midlands in the U.K.

There, he has been tending to his
gardens, pruning his rose bushes
and hosting barbecues, like many of
his other well-to-do neighbours who
include premiership footballers,
wealthy entrepreneurs and million-
aire professionals.

However, the Dublin thug and his

family have been raising eyebrows
in the Birmingham area recently with
their inexplicable wealth and the
steady stream of expensive cars that
go in and out of their home.

Byrne insists he is a businessman
to those who ask and claims to have
made his money buying and selling
second-hand cars.

He had been believed to be moving
around the U.K., while also spending
periods in Dubai, where his best pal
Sean McGovern has been living since
fleeing Ireland following the cartel
murder of Noel ‘Duck Egg’ Kirwan.

CHARMED

However, the Sunday World can
reveal that instead, the 37-year-old
has been living a charmed family life
in one of the most exclusive suburbs
of Birmingham.

We tracked down the ‘Enemy of
the State’ to this stunning mansion
– which is just a stone’s throw from
the neighbourhood where his brother-
in-law Thomas ‘Bomber’ Kavanagh
and sister Joanne Byrne live in gated
splendour.

Drug dealer Byrne and members of
his extended family and friends are
due before the High Court this week,
where CAB’s case against them will
be heard.

However, it is unlikely Liam or his
wife Simoan will return to Ireland to
defend the case against their home in
Raleigh Square, which was doubled
in size and fitted with a panic room,
a bar and a Jacuzzi in recent years.

The CAB are also going after mur-
dered David Byrne’s home on Kildare
Road and the pimped-up house of
McGovern – a business partner
in Byrne’s LS Active Car Sales,
which officers believe was
used as a front to launder the
proceeds of crime. A fourth
property in Clondalkin
which detectives have set
their sights on is also be-
lieved to belong to Liam.

While Byrne is a major
target of an international
crackdown on the Kinahan
Cartel, he is just a minnow
compared to the top man
who officers believe has been
flooding Ireland with cocaine,
heroin and cannabis.

The gang lord, who is also
based in Birmingham, was
named as ‘Glasses’ in the recent

trial of his business partner James
Mulvey – who got more than 30 years
for his role in a €45 million smuggling
operation into Ireland.

Mulvey, a court heard, moved across
the world like a “ghost”, clocking
up thousands of miles as he moved
between Spain, Brazil, Holland and
Portugal after five of his associates
were busted in 2009.

He spent a phenomenal €85,000
a week and had a €4,000-a-month

cocaine habit. He was bugged by the
National Crime Agency (NCA) in the
U.K. and was heard saying of his Cartel
partners: “They go to the people you
love, they kill the people you love.”

On the run, he was also recorded
saying: “Four, four, when we first
started there was four bosses – me,
‘glasses’, him who’s just got shot
dead and another kid. The other kid’s
dead, he’s dead, so there’s just me and
[glasses] left mate.”
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n Our team tracks
down Cartel mobster
Byrne in Birmingham

n Kinahan lieutenant
living in gated mansion
as CAB swoop on clan

UNDERWORLD:
Unsuspecting

neighbours have
no idea where

Byrne made his
money

GUNNED DOWN: Funeral of David Byrne (left) in capital

July 8, 2018

EXCLUSIVE
BY NICOLA TALLANT

SCUM 
BRUM

ON THE

down Cartel mobster
Byrne in Birmingham

Kinahan lieutenant
living in gated mansion
as CAB swoop on clan



5July 8, 2018

D NOTORIOUS HOOD’S U.K. HIDEOUT

CAPTION:
Jasdkfhkjasdh-
fkajsgfksjhfg-
aksjdfhgaskjd-
fhgsdfghsadf

}Ksdfgsd
sdfgsdff
sdfgsdfg
sdfgsdfg
sdfgsdgfs
sdfgsdfg
sdfgsdfg
sdgfsdgf
sdfgdsfgr~

LUXURY: Liam
Byrne outside his
plush Birmingham

hideout

It is understood that the man re-
ferred to as ‘Glasses’ is the gangland
codename for the senior Irish Cartel
drug boss based in Birmingham.
The ‘kid’ is understood to refer to
Paul Kavanagh, shot dead in Dublin
in April 2015. And the fourth was
Gerard ‘Hatchet’ Kavanagh, who
was gunned down in Marbella.

While it was not heard in court,
sources have told the Sunday World
that the NCA understands that
Hatchet was murdered after Cartel
boss Daniel Kinahan told ‘Glasses’
that he was plotting to kidnap one
of his children.

CHARMED

It is unclear whether there was a
plot or if it was merely a means to
have the father of boxing champion
Jamie Kavanagh assassinated.

Byrne was revealed as a top target
of the Garda’s €100 million clamp-
down on organised crime following
his brother’s murder at the Regency
Hotel. He led mourners at the lavish
Mafia-style funeral of David but
just a month later officers from CAB
raided his home.

Detectives, with back-up from
specialist units, had to use an an-
gle grinder to get into his Raleigh
Square home during a raid where

they discovered a panic room, a
Jacuzzi and drinks cabinets stocked
with fine champagnes.

His used-car company, LS Active
Car Sales, was also raided and
€1 million in luxury cars seized.
The company, which he ran with
co-director McGovern, was later
dissolved.

A month later he returned to
Ireland for a family party and was
arrested by officers who quizzed
him about his lavish lifestyle, which
they believe is funded by drugs.

Early last year he left Ireland for
good in fear for his life from rivals on
the Hutch side of the feud and under
huge pressure from gardaí.

On Tuesday, gardaí from the CAB
are expected to present their case to
the High Court when it is expected
that Liam Byrne’s sister, Maria,
will contest that she is the owner
of her brothers’ homes – and that
she bought them with compo funds.

The CAB will argue that the
homes represent the proceeds of
crime and were funded by cartel
drug money.

Liam and David Byrne were the
scourge of Crumlin for decades and
were both involved in the bloody
Crumlin-Drimnagh feud. They later
rose up the ranks of the Kinahan

Cartel and spent years living be-
tween Dublin and Spain.

While the Byrnes have been under
investigation by the CAB for some
years, it is understood that the
probe was given the utmost priority
after the crass display of wealth
at the funeral of murdered David.

Then, an army of mourners were
decked out in matching Mafia-style
suits, while a €20,000 blue casket
held Byrne’s remains as pipers,
horse-drawn carriages and lines
of limos followed him to his final
resting place.

CHARMED

The Byrnes have already been
dealt a number of blows in the
courts in their fight against the
CAB.

Cars seized from Liam Byrne
and business partner Sean
McGovern’s business were sold
a number of months ago and six
members of the Byrne clan who
wanted honest taxpayers to foot
their bill for fighting off the CAB
lost their applications for free
legal aid.

Then CAB laid bare their wealth,
including details of expensive
foreign trips, luxury motors and
extravagant lifestyles.

BYRNE’S
BOLTHOLE
MANSIONMANSIONMANSION
SEE PAGES 6&7
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EXODUS: IRISH CRIMS

WHEN the five-bedroom
detached home on Dosthill
Road at Two Gates in Tam-
worth, Birmingham, sold last
December for stg£460,000
it delighted neighbours with
the record price it fetched.

Set over three stories and with
five bathrooms, a substantial
landscaped garden and a large
front drive, few could even as-
pire to the stunning property in
the affluent suburb.

However, the thrill at the in-
crease in house prices was short-
lived, as locals now realise just who
the new neighbours are.

One of Ireland’s most notorious
criminals, Liam Byrne has now set
up home in the quiet, leafy suburb.

The house was bought in 2015 by a
company, called Leisure Parks Real
Estate, which is owned by Byrne’s close
associate, ‘Gypsy King’ Maurice Sines.

Sines was one of the chief mourners
at the funeral of Liam’s brother David.

While alleged drug dealer Byrne
is living the good life in England
with wife Simoan McEnroe, they are
facing the prospect of losing their
fortified Dublin home to the Criminal
Assets Bureau this week.

It was refurbished at the cost of
hundreds of thousands of euro and
fitted out with a playground on the
roof and a Jacuzzi.

FORTRESS

No expense was spared on the
Raleigh Square fortress and Byrne
even fitted it out with bullet-resist-
ant windows and a panic room should
his enemies ever come knocking.

Byrne grew up in Raleigh Square
where his father, the veteran crimi-
nal James ‘Jaws’ Byrne, and mother

Sadie still live. His sister Maria Byrne
lives next door while his brother
David and partner Kelly Quinn lived
just across the road before he was
tragically shot dead at the Regency
Hotel in February 2016.

It was the shooting and the subse-
quent threat of organised crime that
put the Byrnes at the epicentre of a

major €100 million Garda offensive
against the Kinahan Cartel and its
associates.

A month after the lavish funeral of
David Byrne, his brother Liam was
woken from his sleep to the sound of
an angle grinder cutting through his
reinforced front door.

The 37-year-old was so incensed
by the CAB raids that he hissed and

spat at officers and issued a series of
expletives about those he believed
were the cause of his downfall.

His business, LS Active Car Sales,
was being raided at the same time
and a fleet of high-powered vehicles
worth in excess of €1 million were
removed on trucks.

The business shut down,
never to re-open. In

MANOR BYRNETO
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Kinahan gangster Liam living it up in new UK dream home beside
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SECRET
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fortified Dublin home to the Criminal

Byrne grew up in Raleigh Square
where his father, the veteran crimi-
nal James ‘Jaws’ Byrne, and mother

The 37-year-old was so incensed
by the CAB raids that he hissed and

LOADED: Bomber Kavanagh’s (right) home

CLOSE PAL:
Maurice Sines

at David
Byrne’s funeral

STUNNED: Locals had
no idea who was staying

in their community

MINTED:
Liam Byrne

with wife
Simoan
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unsuspecting locals
the months that followed, Gardaí set
their sites on an identical home under
construction a few doors down from
Liam’s, the ownership of which is still
under investigation.

The house was sold for cash in 2015 and
it is understood that Byrne’s pal Maurice
Sines – a self-professed Gypsy King
and multi-millionaire who once locked
horns with Elton John – had showed an
interest in it.

MOVE

Sines, who along with his business
partner James Crickmore owns vast
swathes of mobile home sites across the
U.K., even allowed Byrne to stay in one of
his caravans for a period as he remained
on the move.

In the U.K. Byrne is regularly seen in
the company of Sines, who is a close friend
of his brother-in-law Thomas ‘Bomber’
Kavanagh – whose stunning pile just a
short drive from Byrne’s home stands in
private grounds.

Sines was involved in a massive race fix-
ing scam in the U.K. and was also forced
to pay up €400,000 in fines and compen-
sation for bullying elderly homeowners.

Just a few years ago he locked horns
with retired bankers, doctors and even
Elton John with plans to open a gypsy
camp on the grounds of Windsor Castle.

The millionaire, who claims Romany
heritage, stunned the wealthy residents
of Windsor with his plans to turn a plot
of land into a ‘gypsy and traveller accom-
modation site’ which never went ahead.

Both he and his business partner Crick-
more have been close friends with ‘Bomb-
er’ Kavanagh – a convicted armed robber
– for at least a decade.

Bomber, who is married to Joanne Byrne,
left Ireland more than 10 years ago and
moved to England apparently penniless,
having told a court the CAB were taking his
only asset – a three-bed house in Drimnagh.

When the Sunday World tracked him
down, we discovered that by 2005 Bomb-
er had managed to get together enough
money to buy a beautiful home on Whi-
tesands road in Birmingham and within
two years upgraded it to a €1 million home
in Tamworth.
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