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Fears for
Irishdad
missing
onEverest
Ian Begley

A CLIMBER from Bray, Co
Wicklow, has gone missing
whilemaking his descent from
Mount Everest.
Trinity College professor

Seamus Lawless (39) had been
part of an eight-member expedi-
tion on the world’s highest peak.
Father-of-one Mr Lawless

reached the summit early yes-
terday, but is believed to have
fallen while in an area known
as the Balcony.
The other Irish climbers are

reported to be safe and current-
ly at 2,400 metres.

SEE PAGE 2

Climber Seamus Lawless

CONORMcGregor has been quizzed
by gardai over an alleged pub assault.
The UFC fighter (30) was interviewed after a man

claimed hewas punched by the star on April 6 following
a brief verbal row in a Dublin pub.
Detectives questionedMcGregor (above) on Tuesday,

just over 24 hours after robbery charges against himwere
dropped in a US court. SEE PAGES 6 & 7
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6 News

McGREGORQUIZZEDBY
GARDAIOVERCLAIMSHE
PUNCHEDMANAFTER
ROWINDUBLINPUB
lUFCfighterquestioned bydetectives just24hours
afterphonechargesweredroppedbyacourtinFlorida

DETECTIVES have quizzed UFC
fighter Conor McGregor over an
alleged assault in a Dublin pub, the
Herald can reveal.

McGregor was interviewed at a
garda station on the southside of
the capital after a man claimed he
was punched by the two-time UFC
lightweight champion.

The alleged victim told officers
he was assaulted by McGregor in
the Marble Arch pub in Drimnagh
on April 6 following a brief verbal
row between the pair.

Detectives at Crumlin have
been investigating the incident
and the Herald has learned
that they interviewed McGre-
gor on Tuesday.

He was questioned just
over 24 hours after robbery
charges were dropped against
him in a Florida court.

CHARGES
The 30-year-old fighter met with
officers by appointment at Sundrive
Road Garda Station along with a
legal representative.

He was quizzed about his version
of events, and left the station later
that day.

McGregor was not formally ar-
rested and presented to the station
voluntarily for interview.

Gardai will now submit a file to
the Director of Public Prosecutions
(DPP) who will determine if the
UFC fighter will face any charges.

The alleged victim, a man in his
late 30s, has claimed that he was
punched once by McGregor after a
verbal exchange.

“The version of events given by
the alleged victim is that words

were exchanged between both men.
It escalated and a single punch is
alleged to have been thrown,” a
source told the Herald.

Gardai have interviewed the
complainant as well as a number
of witnesses, while “good quality”
CCTV of the incident has also been
recovered.

Earlier this week, McGregor had
charges against him dropped over
the alleged robbery of a fan’s phone
in Florida.

‘The Notorious’ had been charged
with robbery by sudden-snatching
and criminal mischief over an inci-
dent with a fan in Miami.

His trial was due to begin on
Monday – but the charges were
dramatically dropped after the state
prosecutor revealed that the alleged
victim had refused to appear in

court. The robbery charge carried
a maximum jail term on conviction
of five years.

Court documents say that the
prosecutor made several attempts
to contact British complainant
Ahmed Abdirzak “without much
luck”.

It is understood that Mr Abdirzak
has returned to England and “will

no longer be participating in the
prosecution of Mr McGregor”.

The memorandum continues:
“Mr Abdirzak has had some time
to reflect on his encounter with Mr
McGregor... he no longer believes
Mr McGregor sought to injure or
damage him or his property or
permanently or temporarily deprive
him of his property.”

According to the lawsuit, Mr
Abdirzak and other fans were vid-
eoing McGregor when the fighter
allegedly slapped Mr Abdirzak’s
mobile phone out of his hand and
repeatedly stamped on it before
walking off with it.

The charges were formally
dropped at a hearing on Monday.

“The victim of the crime does not
wish to return to the United States
and prosecute this case,” prosecutor

Khalil Madani told the
Miami court.

McGregor did not
appear in court for the
hearing.

The fighter avoided
a criminal record last
July after he pleaded
guilty to disorderly
conduct at a UFC
event in New York.

Several people
were hurt when he
hurled a trolley at
a bus, smashing a
window, as it left
the Barclays Centre
in Brooklyn in April
2018.

INJURED
Fighters Michael Chie-
sa and Ray Borg were
injured by shattered
glass and unable to
compete in the event.

McGregor avoided
going to jail after strik-
ing a deal with prosecu-
tors which saw him do
community service.

He also had to take
anger management
courses and pledged to
keep the peace for a year.

As recently as Decem-
ber he was before Dublin
District Court accused
of uninsured and unli-
censed driving.

However, Judge Ger-
aldine Carthy struck the
case out at the request
of gardai after his doc-
uments were produced
in advance of the brief
hearing.

A spokesperson for McGregor
did not respond when contacted
by the Herald last night.

Gardai have
interviewed the
complainant as
well as anumber
ofwitnesses

Robin Schiller

McGregor hurls a trolley at a bus at a UFC
event in New York last year, which led to
him being charged by US police (inset)
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