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FIRST EVER INTERVIEW
Sick rant . . . video nut

Racist
attack
in taxi
probed
By MICHAEL DOYLE

A MAN filmed racially
and physically abusing a
taxi driver handed himself in to gardai yesterday.
The thug claims to be
“a police officer” in a
viral online video of the
north Dublin attack.
Cops have also said the
suspect is not a member
of An Garda Siochana.

Full Story — Page Six
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MY HELL
AT BEING
SUSPECT
IN WIFE’S
MURDER

HORROR
LOSS
Karl now and, below,
with Antoinette on
their wedding day

EXCLUSIVE by STEPHEN BREEN, Crime Editor

MURDERED Antoinette Smith’s husband
has told of his torment at being probed
by gardai over her 1987 slaying.
Karl Smith, 59, believes the mum of
his girls Rachel and Lisa was possibly
the victim of a serial killer.
He told us how he was “treated as
a suspect while the real killer was out
there” and is speaking out now to get
his daughters justice “before I die”.
Full Story — Pages Four and Five

lInnocent Karl’s agony 32 years on
l‘Find Antoinette’s killer before I die’
SEE PAGE 3
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EXCLUSIVE: HUSBAND’S PLEA FOR CLOSURE IN ANTOINETTE MURDER
By STEPHEN BREEN, Crime Editor

THE grieving husband of
murdered mum Antoinette
Smith
has
broken
his
silence after 32 years to
reveal his ongoing torment.
And heartbroken Karl Smith,
59, is convinced the mother of
his daughters Rachel, 35, and
Lisa, 38, could have been the
victim of a serial killer.

The
innocent
mum-of-two
disappeared after attending the
David Bowie concert at Slane
Castle on July 11, 1987.
She’s one of a number of young
women
across
Ireland
who
disappeared in the late 1980s and
early 1990s.
Antoinette, 27, from Clondalkin,
west
Dublin,
was
raped
and
strangled before her body was
buried in a bog by her evil killer
at the foot of Glendoo Mountain in
south Co Dublin.
Her remains were discovered on
Easter Monday, 1988.
In his first ever interview in over
three decades, Karl, a former
reserve soldier for the Defence
Forces told how he has been
haunted by the gruesome murder.
He said: “I’ve decided to speak
out now because I just want to
help my daughters get justice
before I die — they deserve it.
“They have missed out on so
much over the years and they
deserve to know what happened to
their mother.
“Their mother was the victim of
a barbaric killing and whoever did
this is still out there.
“I’ve no doubt that whoever was
involved in this terrible crime could
have been a serial killer and probably killed before.
“I am very proud of my daughters for keeping the memory of
their mother alive.
“I have never spoken because I
just didn’t have the strength. I also
think there was more than one
person involved.
“I’ve also no doubt that there are
people out there who know what
happened but they have chosen to
remain silent.
“Antoinette
was
a
wonderful
mother who doted on her children
and absolutely loved her girls. She
did not deserve to die the way that
she did.”
And the murder victim’s husband,
who had been separated from his
wife at the time of the incident,
also told how he had been treated
as
a
suspect
in
his
wife’s
disappearance.
He said: “I last saw her on the
day of the concert and she was in
great form — she certainly wasn’t
under any type of duress.
“We were separated at the time
but we had many happy years
together after our wedding in 1979
and it was wonderful to have two
lovely daughters.
“When she didn’t turn up I
thought she might have been with
her friends or something.
“The last thing I would have
thought was that she had been
abducted or murdered.
“I remember it was Easter in 1988
and I was in the car and it came
over the radio about a body being
found — I said to my father I bet
that’s her.
“I knew I would have been
treated as a suspect because there
were other women at the time who
were murdered by their husbands.
“Every time I went into the
Garda station there were about 20
guards in the room.
“I would go in with 40 cigarettes
and not come out with one.
“I was treated as a suspect when
the real killer was still out there. I
know they had to look at all angles
but
it
wasn’t
a
very
nice
experience.
“I wasn’t even allowed to identify
her — I wasn’t allowed near the
morgue. I never even got to tell my
children their mother was dead.”
Mr Smith also urged anyone with
information to come forward.
He added: “I’m now making a
direct appeal for anyone with the
slightest bit of information to come
forward.
“My
daughters
need
proper
answers to the questions they have.
Whoever did this is a monster and

I’ve decided to
speak out now
because my
daughters
need justice
before I die
there must have been a lot of planning went into this.
“It was an act of pure evil. She
must have suffered a terrible death
— I don’t know how someone could
do this to another human being. It
was a cold, calculated and chilling
crime.
“Rachel and Lisa are doing
everything to keep their mother’s
memory alive but they need help.
“They were robbed of a mother’s
love in their life and someone has
to be held accountable despite the
passage of time. I think she was

killed somewhere else and then
brought up the mountains. The
items of evidence the Gardai
recovered should be tested for DNA
again and again.
“My heart goes out to all those
families who have lost young
women in similar circumstances.
More resources should be made
available to helping them get
closure.”
The murder victim’s daughter
Rachel, who met with Gardai last
month, also revealed how officers
had discovered a rope believed to

have been used to strangle the
young mum.
Rachel added: “I met with Gardai
last month and I was made aware
of a rope being recovered.
“This rope was found around her
neck and I want to see this item
being
re-examined
for
DNA
samples.
“We have only recently been told
this and something about the case
isn’t sitting right and we just want
answers.
“There was also a black bag
around her neck and I want this

tested too. We also believe the
black bag around her head was
disposed of because nothing came
back on it.
“They should keep testing the
rope until new DNA technologies
become available.
“I would also like to see the file
in relation to my mother’s rape and
murder and also the pathologist’s
report — as a family we should be
afforded this right. There are cases
that remain unsolved and families
should never be forgotten.
“They have no suspects and a

l ‘SERIAL KILLER COULD HAVE
BEEN BEHIND BARBARIC ACT’
l ‘SHE WAS A WONDERFUL
MUM WHO DOTED ON KIDS’
WEDDING DAY
Horror loss . . . Karl
opens up about
decades of torment

serial killer could be out there. I
will never stop fighting for justice
for my mother.”
Although no one has ever been
charged for the horrific crime, the
major Garda probe is ongoing.
A
Crimestoppers
reward
for
information that could resolve the
mystery also remains in place.
Several people — including doormen working in Dublin city centre
at the time of tragic Antoinette’s
disappearance — were re-interviewed late last year.
And while a number of witnesses

from the time have died, others
who have since moved overseas are
due to be quizzed again.
The investigation is being run by
Detective Inspector Frank Keenaghan and his team of officers at
Bray Garda Station.
He said: “Whoever murdered this
completely innocent woman and
loving mother has had to live with
this on their conscience for almost
32 years, but it’s never too late for
them or for anyone else with
information to come forward.
“Any information we receive will

be treated in the strictest confidence and our investigation into
this horrific crime is ongoing.
“Two girls were robbed of a loving mother and this crime really
has had an awful impact on their
lives. She was a superb mother and
the girls loved her. Every time we
meet them we can’t help but feel so
sorry for them.
“We will be re-interviewing people in this investigation — and that
includes those who may have left
the country over the years.”
@SteBreen
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AS FEUD TRIAL COLLAPSES, WE GO

INSIDE THE
REGENCY
SHOOTER
aka Tac 2
Hitman fires final shot
into gangster Byrne

DAVID
BYRNE
Kinahan cartel member
is riddled with bullets

KEVIN
McANENA

EXCLUSIVE by STEPHEN BREEN, Crime Editor
and OWEN CONLON

THIS is the chilling moment a hitman for Gerry ‘The
Monk’ Hutch’s mob finishes off Kinahan gangster David
Byrne while BBC reporter Kevin McAnena cowers in terror.
As Patrick Hutch, 26, walked free yesterday from
court after his murder charge was dropped, the Irish
Sun today publishes the first ever CCTV images of the
horror inside the Regency Hotel on February 5, 2016.

BBC sports journalist
hides during bloodbath

Patrick . . .
yesterday

THE HIT THAT SPARKED A DEADLY WAR — PAGES 2,3,4,5,6&7
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KILLERS ON
THE LOOSE
Investigation
. . . Regency

FINISHED OFF DAVID BYRNE
3

4

LUNCH LEFT BEHIND
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GANGSTER BYRNE SHOT

HE CRAWLS FOR HIS LIFE

6
HITMAN MOVES IN FOR KILL

2

EXCLUSIVE by STEPHEN BREEN
Crime Journalist of the Year

THESE are the horrific
scenes as a Hutch hit team
stormed Dublin’s Regency
Hotel in search of mob
boss Daniel Kinahan — and
instead
whacked
cartel
member David Byrne.
Our exclusive CCTV images
show the 34-year-old being
gunned down in the lobby on
February 5, 2016, after he was
chased through the premises
by the merciless killers.
Just a day after Patrick Hutch
walked free following the collapse
of his trial for the murder of
Byrne, we publish a series of
photographs to illustrate the horror
that greeted men, women and
children who were in the hotel that
day for a boxing weigh-in.
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HOTEL STORMED
Two of the assassins, disguised as
members of the Garda Emergency
Response Unit, arrive at front door

BBC sports reporter
begged, ‘Don’t shoot’
Our extraordinary CCTV
grabs
from
inside
the
Regency show a Hutch gang
member — named as ‘Tac
2’
during
the
aborted
Special
Criminal
Court
case — aiming his AK47
assault rifle at Byrne.
He did so after Byrne,
the most senior cartel
member to have been
murdered in the lethal
Kinahan/Hutch feud, had
already been blasted by
another gunman, ‘Tac 1’.
One terrifying still — today
published for the first time —
also shows innocent BBC
sports
reporter
Kevin
McAnena cowering behind
the reception counter.
Also pictured in the
hotel is former dissident
republican Kevin ‘Flat
Cap’ Murray, who has
since died from motor
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STALKS CORRIDOR

Plugged . . . cartel member David

neurone disease and was unable to
stand trial for Byrne’s murder.
As Byrne lies dead, another snap
shows killer Tac 2, disguised as a
member of the Garda’s Emergency
Response Unit, leaning over the
counter while the journalist begs:
“Don’t shoot, don’t shoot.”
In an interview shortly after the
atrocity,
Mr
McAnena
also
claimed: “He took a decision in
that moment whether I would
live or die.”
And in another piece of
extraordinary footage recorded
by the hotel’s CCTV, Byrne
can be seen crawling on his
knees after being shot by
Tac 1. Seconds later, he

was dead. The cameras also caught
gunman Tac 2 calmly jumping on
top of the counter before firing a
final shot into Byrne, who was
already lying in a pool of blood.
Just seconds before the cartel
member was struck down, CCTV
images
show
terrified
punters
fleeing the hotel as shots rang out.
As punters ran for their lives, the
cams captured ‘Tac 1’ and ‘Tac 3’
storming through a hotel corridor.
In one of the shocking clips, a
gunman returns along the corridor
brandishing a firearm.
In another sensational image, a
Hutch mobster is seen carrying an
AK47 and a handgun as the Hutch
team searches for its prey. Other

shots show the slayers roaming
through the corridor. Unknown to
the assassins, their main target,
cartel kingpin Daniel Kinahan, 39,
had a lucky escape when he was
brought to safety by his own
security team.
Senior
cartel
figure
Sean
McGovern, 33, who remains in
Dubai, was blasted in the leg, while
his pal Aaron Bulger, 28, was hit
the stomach. Both survived.
Shortly before the hit team
searched for cartel members, CCTV
also captured the man dressed as a
woman in a corridor.
Running through the hotel, the
assassin in drag was heard saying,
“I can’t f***ing find him. He’s not

KILLER CALMLY DEPARTS
here.” His job that day was to
create a distraction by firing shots
and forcing people to escape via
the Regency’s main entrance.
But when cartel members — along
with innocent members of the
public, including children — legged
it in different directions, the hit
team was unable to locate Daniel.
In other shocking images shown
in the Special Criminal Court,
judges
saw
the
team
walked
through the bar area a full SEVEN
MINUTES after entering the Regency.
One horrifying photo shows a
hotel worker looking on as the kill
crew hunt their victims.
The snap also shows a plate of
food left by a terrified customer.

DEAD CARTEL YOB DAVID

During the mob’s murder mission,
the snaps also captured one of the
gunmen
casually
walking
past
Byrne towards an outside door.
Another striking shot shows one
hitman in another part of the hotel.
The three gunmen who stormed
the hotel that day have never been
formally identified, but gardai have
drawn up a list of suspects.
Investigators suspect two of them
are senior Hutch associates, one of
whom
has
survived
previous
attempts on his life.
The third is suspected of being a
prominent
dissident
republican
from Northern Ireland who has
recently sought protection from the
Real IRA over fears the Kinahan

mob were plotting to kill him. The
investigation
to
ID
the
three
mystery gunmen remains ongoing
at Ballymun Garda Station.
During the trial last year, judges
heard ‘Tac 2’ brutally killed Byrne.
Barrister Sean Gillane, for the
DPP, said: “Tac 2 jumped up on the
counter and pointed his gun at the
reporter but he didn’t discharge it.
“The man then jumped off the
counter, pointed the gun at Byrne,
who was lying on the ground and
coldly and calmly discharged more
rounds into his head and body.
“The man in the blonde wig then
arrived and could be heard saying
words to the effect: ‘I can’t f***ing
find him, he’s not f***ing here.” A

THUG JUMPS ON COUNTER

total of six men were involved in
the bid to wipe out the Kinahan
cartel chief — two who initially
entered the hotel, three posing as
armed gardai and the driver.
The van was then driven to the
nearby Charlemont Estate, where it
was set ablaze.
The ‘blonde’ and the man in the
flat cap — Murray — were seen
running away, carrying bags.
The three who were dressed in
tactical
uniforms
had
changed
clothes, and all the men left the
area in different waiting vehicles.
Revealing the victim was shot six
times and had gunshot wounds to
his head, face, abdomen, hands and
thigh, counsel described the hotel

assault as “resourced, carefully
planned, targeted and murderous”.
Byrne’s parents James and Sadie
heard that a post-mortem found
their son had died as a result of
being shot a number of times with
a high-velocity firearm.
Prosecutor Gillane told the court
that during a separate Garda
operation in Co Meath on March 9,
2016, investigators recovered three
assault rifles which had been
manufactured in China, Romania
and Uruguay.
Ballistic reports found that these
weapons matched spent cartridges
which
were
recovered
at
the
Regency following the gun attack.
@SteBreen
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CRAIG, 15, IN EMOTIONAL
MURDER WITNESS PLEA

HELP ME
FIND MY
DAD’S KILLER
Fight for
justice
. . . Craig

EXCLUSIVE by STEPHEN BREEN, Crime Editor

A BRAVE teenage boy last night begged for help getting his
dad’s murderer caged, insisting: “He deserves justice.”
Stephen Lynch, 31, was knocked down and repeatedly run
over by a thug’s car in Tallaght, Dublin, in April 2017.
Son Craig, 15, told us: “He was my best friend, my hero.
There are people out there who know what happened.”
Full Story — Pages Four and Five

4 ............... Sunday, February 17, 2019

1RM

Sunday, February 17, 2019 ...............

1RM

EXCLUSIVE: HEARTBREAKING WITNESS PLEA FROM CRAIG, 15

Funeral tears . . . Kellie and Craig
By STEPHEN BREEN, Crime Editor

A GRIEVING teenager has
told how he’s reminded of
his dad’s brutal murder
every time he goes to
school — as he vowed to
ensure he gets justice.
Heartbroken
Craig
Keane
Lynch was just 13 when a car
ploughed into his dad Stephen,
31, in front of horrified kids in
Brookview
Close,
Tallaght,
Dublin, on April 13, 2017.

The innocent man — who gardai
confirmed was not involved in
crime — was repeatedly driven over
as he walked to mum Vera’s home.
Dad-of-three
Stephen
was
targeted after telling a thug who
was driving a Ford Focus to slow
down
because
children
were
playing nearby.
His devastated son — who was
given permission to speak to us by
his family — revealed his pain after
the Director of Public Prosecutions
this month ruled there would be no
prosecutions in the case.
Brave Craig said: “My da wasn’t
just a great father to me — he was
my best friend and my hero. The
man who murdered him is just an
evil coward.
“I will never, ever forgive them
for destroying my family. I walk
past the spot where he was killed
twice
a
day
and
it’s
just
heartbreaking. When I go past that
area it’s impossible for me not to
think about a wonderful human
being who was taken from us.
“There are also loads of pictures
of my dad in school from his time
as a pupil there and it just makes
me so sad because he should be
with us all now.
“My da used to watch me playing
football every single time but the
only thing I have now are pictures
and memories. He’s on my mind
24/7 and I will miss him for the
rest of my life.
“He brought joy to so many
people’s lives, unlike his killer who
has brought nothing but heartache
and pain to my family and I.”
And in his only interview since
his father’s brutal murder, Craig
returned to the site where his dad
was viciously killed to plead for
witnesses to come forward.
He said: “There are still people
out there who know what happened
but they have yet to come forward
and tell the Gardai what they
know. I just want them to help my
family get justice. We’re not out for
revenge or anything else — we just
want people to go to prison for
what they did.
“I will never forget the day they
told me my dad was dead. I had
just come home from football
practice and the next thing my
whole world has been destroyed.
“I’m old enough to know what
happened and that’s why I want to
do my bit to help my da get justice.
All people have to do is pick up
the phone.
“It’s hard for me to see my whole

HE WAS MY
BEST FRIEND,
MY HERO...I
WANT TO DO
MY BIT TO
GET JUSTICE
FOR
MY
DA
lDPP won’t press charges
lFamily fight their decision
family devastated by this because
the only thing my dad did was try
and help people. He saved five
lives during his life and he
deserves justice.”
The Irish Sun on Sunday previously told how heroic Stephen
pulled a woman and her two kids
from their car, saved his nephew
Tyler when he was choking and
saved the life of a neighbour’s baby.
And Craig — who underwent
counselling after the killing — also
paid tribute to his classmates and

teachers at St Aidan’s Community
School, in Tallaght, for helping him
through his ordeal.
He added: “I can’t thank them
enough. They have all helped me
through this two-year nightmare
and I will never give up fighting
for my da.
“The
person
who
did
this
deserves to be in prison because
they could quite easily do it to
another innocent family.”
We can also reveal the murder
victim’s distraught mum Vera has

launched a judicial review of the
DPP’s decision not to press charges.
And she has also requested a
meeting
with
Justice
Minister
Charlie
Flanagan
and
Garda
Commissioner
Drew
Harris
to
discuss her son’s case.
She said: “My grandson doesn’t
need photographs, he needs closure
and he needs someone to be held
accountable for his dad’s death.
“I’m confident the Gardai did
everything they could but I’m very
disappointed with the DPP direc-

tions. I’m also reminded of my son’s
murder every day — if I go
shopping, I drive by where he was
killed. I don’t think they realise
what they’ve taken from us.
“It’s
not
just
one
life,
it’s
everyone’s life. Craig’s daddy would
be very proud of him for speaking
out on his behalf. I’m not going to
let this lie and I want a meeting
with the DPP, Minister Flanagan
and Commissioner Harris because
we need answers.
“I just can’t comprehend what the

I walk past
the spot where
he was killed
twice a day and
it breaks my
heart

Craig’s daddy
would be very
proud of him
for speaking
out on his
behalf

DPP told me and I
don’t want Craig losing
hope — I will keep fighting
until the day I die.”
As the second anniversary of her
son’s murder approaches, Vera also
revealed her family’s ongoing pain
and torment.
She added: “We were already
grieving for my stunning niece
Sabrina, who we lost to cancer,
when Stephen was killed.
“As a family we hadn’t even
begun the grief process for her and

then we were hit with
another nightmare which
just compounded the grief
by a million times.
“Sabrina and Stephen were very
close cousins. They idolised each
other and Stephen was devastated
when she died. We could never
have imagined losing Stephen just
a few months after her death.
“The very last thing he ever said
to me was ‘I love you, Ma’. I will
always be grateful for that call.
“He also said he would talk to

Lives torn apart
. . . Craig with his
gran Vera at spot
of killing. Above,
with Kellie & dad
me when he saw me but I never
did see him until he was on a slab
in the morgue.”
was
he
“When
added:
She
knocked down I thought he would
have only broken a leg or something. When I was brought to the
scene I thought I saw coats lying
on the ground but it was my son.
“I was also thinking this must
have been a mistake but when I
saw him I knew he was gone.
Every day I try to sleep I think of
my child lying there. He was left at

the side of the road and you
wouldn’t leave a dog like that.”
partner
heartbroken
Stephen’s
Kellie Hughes — whose brother
Stephen, 12, was killed in 2001
when crazed thug Dermot Griffin
torched the lad’s makeshift den —
also told how she had lost “the love
of her life”.
She said: “They didn’t just destroy
one life, we all died that day. He
had the biggest of smiles and a big
personality and this nightmare had
just left a huge void in our lives.

He was a wonderful father and
partner and the love of my life.
“When he went out that day he
should have come home. It’s his
birthday in November and he
should be here.”
Speaking after the horrifying
murder, cops stressed that Stephen
was not involved in crime or any
organised gang.
A major Garda investigation is
still under way and is being run by
Det Insp John Walsh at Tallaght
@SteBreen
Garda Station.
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