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ACCUSED: Charges

Belfast
man in
IRA trial
BY REBECCA BLACK
A MAN has
appeared in court
in Belfast charged
with a number of
terror offences.
Daniel McClean
(52), of Lagmore
Gardens, has been
charged with
membership of a
proscribed organisation – the IRA
– possession of documents likely to be
of use to terrorists
and possession of a
firearm.
Appearing in
the dock wearing
a grey sweatshirt
and sporting a grey
beard, McClean
nodded to indicate
he understood the
charges.

REMANDED
A police officer
told the court
she believes she
can connect the
accused to the
charges.
There was no
application for bail
during the brief
hearing at Belfast
Magistrates’ Court
on Saturday.
McClean was remanded in custody
by District Judge
Mark Hamill.
He will next
appear in court on
May 10.

BOY (10)
SAVAGED
BY DOG
A 10-YEAR-OLD
boy has died in the
UK after being
attacked by a dog
at a caravan park.
Police say a
28-year-old woman
is now in custody in relation to
the attack at the
Tencreek Holiday
Park in Looe,
Cornwall, at about
5am on Saturday.
The boy, who has
not been named,
was found dead at
the scene following the attack by
the dog, described
as a “bulldog-type
breed”.
Devon and
Cornwall Police
launched a search
for the woman dog
owner and her
pet following the
incident, eventually arresting her
in Saltash in southeast Cornwall
just after 8am on
Saturday.

N

AGONY: TRISHA WANTS TO SEE

‘I WANT

TO LOOK
JOHN’S
KILLERS
IN THE
EYES
TO TELL
THEM
WHAT
THEY’VE
DONE...’

BRUTAL:
Gardaí at the
scene where
John was shot

N

JUSTICE DONE FOR HUSBAND
n Heartbroken wife of
innocent gun victim
John Lawless begs
cops to catch ‘scum’
who killed her man

n Says family haven’t n Tearfully cradles
returned home because scan of her baby and
she can’t bear her kids says she hopes child
to be reminded of their will grow up knowing
father’s bloody murder he was a loving dad

EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL
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CANDIDATE: Anton

Anton’s
moving
for gig

BY ALEX GREEN
ANTON DU BEKE
has thrown his
hat into the ring
to replace Darcey
Bussell as a judge
on Strictly Come
Dancing.
The dancer, who
has appeared in
every series of the
BBC show to date,
was a favourite to
take over when
Len Goodman
stepped down at
the end of 2016.
Speaking on the
Graham Norton
show on BBC Radio
2, he said: “I’m certainly qualified. I
suspect there will
be conversations
going on. You know
how it works in telly. It’s one of those
things.

THE HEARTBROKEN wife
of an innocent dad gunned
down just metres from his
own back door sobs as she
cradles a scan of the baby he
will never get to see.

In a harrowing interview with
the Sunday World, the wife of
John Lawless, who is expecting
their fourth child, today reveals
the nightmare she and her family have endured since his murder
on February 8.

And she tells how more than two
months after the innocent fire safety
officer’s ruthless killing, in a targeted early morning ambush near his
home in Darndale, Dublin, she and
her family are clinging to the hope
that his killers will be caught.

“I have to hope that the gardaí will
catch them – I hope they will have to
answer for what they did in court,”
Trisha told the Sunday World, as she
tearfully cradled a scan of the child
she is expecting in late July.
“I want them to have to face me – I
want to look them in the eye and tell
them what they’ve done.”

QUALIFIED
HEARTACHE: Trisha with a picture of
her scan and (below) with John

CONFRONTATION
“There’s been so little said about
John since he was murdered. If he had
been a criminal he would be in the
papers every day, but because he was
innocent he has been forgotten about.
“And John doesn’t deserve to be
forgotten about. Our baby will grow
up knowing that John was a good man
who worked hard and loved and lived
for his children.
“He was a great dad, he bathed the
kids, he changed nappies, he cooked,
he did the weekly shop,
“He ran around after them, he
played games with them.
“When the scum who did this killed
John they didn’t just take him from us
– they took everything from us.
“All the days he would have had
with us, the baby being born, Lucy’s
Communion day, Alex’s ninth birthday
in March.
“All of that is gone.
“We’re staying with my mum ever
since because I can’t go back to the
house. How could you expect three
children to walk into the house day
after day passing the spot where their
dad was gunned down in cold blood?”
John, who worked in fire safety, was
walking to his local bus-stop at 6.30am
on February 7 when a gunman got out
of a car and shot him dead as he made
his way through Marigold Crescent.
His family say reports that he had
been involved in a confrontation with
local thugs over anti-social behaviour
in the weeks prior to his murder are
not correct and they still do not know
the motive behind the killing.
“John had no involvement with anyone involved in crime and he would
never have gotten involved in any kind
of confrontation,” Trisha continued.
“He didn’t have that in him.”
The morning of the killing Trisha
said she first realised something was
wrong when her sister texted her to
say that gardaí were up at the rear of
their house at Marigold Park.
“John got up every morning at 5.30.
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He’d get up and make a cup of tea and a
bowl of cereal before he went to work.
“He was only 20 or 30 yards from our
door when he was shot.
“They drove up to the back garden
and then reversed down the road and
waited for him.
“It’s like they killed my John just to
make a name for themselves.”
Trisha said she was driven to the
hospital by gardaí in the aftermath
of the shooting and then she and her
sisters were taken to a family room to
wait on word of his condition.
“In the hospital, they brought us all
into a family room – and at that stage
John was still alive,” she said.
“Nobody, except myself and John,
had known at that stage I was pregnant. Our first appointment for the
baby was due to take place the Monday
after John was killed – we were going
to tell everybody after that. But the
day he was murdered I just blurted it
out in the hospital.
“I was hoping he would somehow
come through for the baby... I don’t
know, I just thought somehow that
saying it out aloud would make him
fight harder but he couldn’t fight any
longer, he just couldn’t.

“And
then the
doctors told
us he was
gone.”
Trisha said
John had been in
hospital a year earlier
receiving treatment for a
lung condition that he feared could
have been fatal and his greatest fear
was that he wouldn’t be around to raise
his children.
“Last February John was in the hospital getting an operation on his lung
because it kept collapsing on him,”
she said. “It happened four or five
times in the last couple of years and
he thought that was going to kill him.

KILLING
“So we had a conversation then and
I got pregnant. We were both very
nervous because he didn’t think he’d
be around long enough to see the child
grow up.
“But God, we never thought he’d be
murdered.”
Describing the impact of the killing
on her family, Trisha said: “It’s been

hell on earth since John’s murder.
Alex had his ninth birthday in March
– his first birthday without John and
I didn’t know whether to write on the
card from mammy or from mammy
and daddy.
“And Lucy will be five in October.
“She won’t move from her nanny’s
side – if she goes down to the shop she
wants to be with her.
“Nicole is 18 but she was so
close to her dad. This has
been so hard for her.”
“The day that John
was murdered, we
came back from the
hospital and I told
him [Alex] that
John had been in
an accident on his
way to work.
“I didn’t know
how to tell an eightyear-old his dad had
been shot.
“But then after talking to the gardaí they
said because he’s eight he
was going to hear what happened so it would be better if I
explained to him.
“Alex asked me, he said ‘mommy
how come if guns are illegal in Ireland
the bad men could get guns to murder
my daddy?’
“How do you answer that to a child?
“We know nothing about why he was
killed but we want justice for John –
we want justice for the kids.
“I don’t want my children to grow up
thinking that whoever did this to their
dad got away with it.
“This is not our world, our kids are
good kids, and all the kids my mother
raised – there were 11 of us and not
one of us were in trouble.
“We all work, we all pay taxes. None
of us break the law.
“It’s just sickening the scum out
there – probably never worked a day
in their lives, collecting the labour
and they took my John’s life.”

“I’m definitely
qualified to do it.
I’d love to do it. But
then I have to wait
to be asked, in the
normal way. I wish
I could make the
decision for them.
“But then if I
could do that, I
would have made
the final 12 times.”
Former ballerina Darcey (49),
announced on
Wednesday that
she was stepping
down after seven
years on the panel.
She said she was
leaving to focus
on other dance
commitments.
Du Beke (52)
described Darcey’s
decision to step
down as “absolutely out of the blue”.

FREE
GLOSSY
TV MAG+
EVERY WEEK
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EXCLUSIVE: HOW BEKMIRZAEV GOT

ISIS FIGHTER’S
IRISH €3K
SHAM
MARRIAGE
Ex-wife says she was paid by
alleged terrorist to tie knot

AN Islamic State fighter, who Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar says will receive
Government assistance,
fraudulently gained Irish
citizenship by marrying a
British woman in a €3,000
sham marriage.

In an exclusive interview with
the Sunday World, the 36-yearold ex-wife of Alexandr (Abdulahad) Bekmirzaev confessed
her nine-year-marriage to the
Belarusian was a complete
sham.

“It was a very stupid, childish
thing I did,” the woman, a then
17-year-old waitress who was living
in Dublin away from her family,
told the Sunday World of her 2001
marriage to Bekmirzaev

“He gave me €3,000, but I literally
believed I was stopping someone from
being sent back to a country where
they would be killed.
“There was never romance, he
wasn’t my type. But he was my friend
and I needed friends because I found
it hard to make friends when I was
living in Dublin.

EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL
“And he really needed help and I
did what I thought was the right thing
at the time.”
Told of Bekmirzaev’s arrest on suspicion of fighting for Islamic State,
the woman, who remained on good
terms with the Belarusian for more
than a decade, said: “I am genuinely
shocked. I can’t believe he got himself
wrapped up in that. What an idiot!”
Suspected Islamic state terrorist
Bekmirzaev – originally from Belarus
and who had registered ownership of a
grocery store on Talbot Street, central
Dublin – was captured by Kurdish-led
forces in Syria the week before last.

ATTACK
The Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) said he and his alleged fellow
ISIS fighters were preparing to attack
civilians trying to get out of the war
zone when they were captured.
Following his capture, Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar said the Irish government would provide assistance to
Bekmirzaev.
“The information we have is that
an Irish citizen has been taken into
custody in Syria.
“We don’t know the details of that...

but what I can say is that any Irish
citizen around the world is entitled to
consular assistance and will get that.”
Today, for the first time, through an
interview with Bekmirzaev’s ex-wife
and through information garnered
from sources and official documents,
the Sunday World can reveal how the
alleged terror fighter played Ireland’s
immigration officials for fools.
His ex-wife, who was then 17, was
introduced to Bekmirzaev through a
doorman at a pub where she worked
– shortly before they would register
their marriage in January of 2001.
“I met him in Dublin,” the woman
this week told the Sunday World.
“I was only 17, but I had studied
Russian in school for five or six years.
“A doorman in a pub off Grafton
Street, where I worked introduced us.
“To be honest I thought about this
for years afterwards, and I think they
had that intention [for us to marry]
from the beginning.
“I obviously didn’t know that because
I was a young girl on my own in Dublin
without any family… so I think that
was probably his intention.
“I think it was just the fact I had
a British passport, I was on my own
and I was young and vulnerable
and that’s why he befriended me.”
“He looked more Italian than
Russian, he had olive skin and he

FRAUDULENT:
Bekmirzaev and
(above) marriage
certificate

was very, very slick.
“Back then he was going by the
name Sasha.
“We probably just hung out together
as friends, went for drinks… he’d
meet me after work because I worked
in the pub and I think he was around
the corner.

KILLED
“But it was always just as friends
because I didn’t fancy him and I don’t
think he fancied me. I used to practice
my Russian on him.
“Pretty soon afterwards,
when we’d be drinking, he started
saying if
he went
back
to

wherever he was from he would probably be imprisoned or killed.
And yeah, I felt so bad for him because I honestly believed wherever he
was from they would kill him.
“He told me he worked in a department store and that he had been
going out with another Irish girl but
it hadn’t worked out.
“He didn’t marry her and looking
back I think he must have told the
doorman to find him another girl,”
she added.
“It wasn’t long after we met that he
mentioned [marriage] and there was
definitely urgency with it.
“Back then he was
very well groomed,
very gentlemanly, he
had a lot
ASSISTANCE:
of style.
Leo Varadkar
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BETTER OF IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS
TURMOIL:
Kurdish-led
forces in Syria
say ISIS were
about to attack
civilians

SYRIA

TERROR:
Bekmirzaev
was captured
in Syria

What
}
struck me as

so crazy is
that you hear
these stories
all the time
and you
think, who
the f**k gets
caught up in
this kind of
stuff~

“He had a lot of charisma.
“I had to look up the photo of him in
the [arrest] article after I spoke to you
and I was genuinely shocked. That’s
not the person I knew.
“He definitely seemed like a very
different person, normal, but there
was urgency with the marriage.
“He really was scared about being
deported or I wouldn’t have done it
otherwise.
“I thought I was saving him, if that
makes sense.
“I needed things for rent and shopping and whatever so I would just
borrow it from him and he would give
the money when I needed it.

FAVOUR
“Maybe it was €3,000 in total, I was
skint so I used to borrow money off
him as well.
“It was like I was doing a favour for
him as a friend and he said he would
give me some money – it wasn’t like a
formal transaction.
“It was like ‘I know you need some
cash and I really need your help because I’m going to get killed’.
“And that was just to sweeten it
because I probably would have helped
him anyway.
“It [the marriage] was a very stupid
and childish thing I did, but I literally
believed I was stopping someone from

being sent back to a country where
they would be killed.
“It was something afterwards I very
much regretted doing. I just think I
was really stupid and very naive and
I regretted it.”
The woman who moved to Waterford
after the wedding said she did not love
Bekmirzaev and he did not love her.
“It wasn’t a marriage like that…
we didn’t love each other or anything
like that.”
The woman continued that she and
Bekmirzaev remained on friendly terms,
even meeting up with their new partners,
and that in 2010 she met him a final time
as they arranged their divorce.
“I last saw him when we had to meet
up to arrange the divorce,” she said.
“We weren’t in regular contact or
anything like that, but I can’t believe
he got himself wrapped up in that…
what an idiot!”
“What struck me as so crazy is that
you hear these stories all the time and
you think, ‘who the f**k gets caught
up in this kind of stuff’.
“But then they really are normal
people… or at least on the outside they
appear to be totally normal people
before they go into that kind of stuff
or are completely brainwashed.
“I would never in a million years
have thought I would have known
someone who would become involved

in something like this.”
The Sunday World understands that
although Bekmirzaev applied for
asylum after arriving in Ireland in
2000, he withdrew this application and
was granted residency status after he
married the woman in January 2001.
Remaining in Ireland and claiming
in excess of five years of reckonable
residence and marriage to an EU citizen, he was granted citizenship in 2010.
The revelations that Bekmirzaev’s
citizenship was based on a lie comes
just days after Taoiseach Leo Varadkar vowed that, as an Irish citizen,
he would be entitled to consular
assistance.

ENTITLED
Bekmirzaev’s arrest in Syria comes
more than two years after Dubliner
Khalid Kelly – aka Taliban Terry, aka
Abu Usama al Irlandi – blew himself up
during an Isis bombing attack in Iraq.
Crucially, officers within the Garda
Special Detective Unit believe both
Kelly and Bekmirzaev were radicalised by the chief ISIS recruiter in
Dublin – a bagman for the terror group
who was confronted by the Sunday
World prior to his deportation in 2016.
On foot of the revelations in today’s
Sunday World, it is now open to the
State to revoke Bekmirzaev’s citizenship.

DEAD: Khalid Kelly blew himself up
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WILL LEAVE FAMILIES DEVASTATED
VICTIMS

BREAK: Curran
is serving a
double life
sentence

I’ve been
}
dreading this day

but expecting it
since 2018 when
he became eligible
for parole – the
decision will only
cause further
upset to the
families~

SHOCKING: Pawel (above)
and Mariusz were attacked

REWDRIVER
ES FREEDOM
a bystander intervened and Pawel
returned home.
Meanwhile a girl who was outside the
chipper when the row occurred phoned
David Curran, and minutes later he
appeared, armed with a screwdriver.
Curran had spent the day drinking and
taking a mix of prescription drugs and
cannabis with several other teenagers
down at a nearby canal.
Earlier they had stolen a moped from
outside a pub and torched it after taking
two bottles of wine and the murder weapon,
a black and orange Philips screwdriver,
from the seat compartment.
When Curran got the call, he was with
another pal.
Pawel, Mariusz and another housemate, Kamila, were in the garden when
the teens arrived. According to numerous witnesses Curran ran towards the
Polish threesome with the screwdriver
held up at head height.
Kamila ducked to avoid the first blow,
but Pawel, standing beside her, was not
so lucky. He fell to the ground when the
screwdriver pierced his skull at the
temple, driving deep into his brain,
leaving irreparable damage.
As Mariusz jumped over the fence to
help his injured friend, Curran swung
the screwdriver again, inflicting an
almost identical wound, and with just
as devastating consequences.
Curran’s defence was one of provocation. He claimed that he had been

DAD’S TERM
FOR KIDNAP

told Pawel had stabbed his father and
had been out of control on the volatile
cocktail of drink and drugs.
But the jury rejected this defence and
convicted Curran unanimously for the
murder of Pawel, while finding him
guilty of the murder of Mariusz by a
majority of 11 to one.
Now just nine years later, Keogh’s
first outing from prison comes just
months after he applied for parole for
the first time.

BY PATRICK O’CONNELL

DAVID CURRAN is the son of tiger kidnapper
Michael McGuirk (45), of Captain’s Road, Crumlin,
who was part of a gang who netted €250,000 from
a tiger-kidnapping robbery in October 2009.
In 2013 McGuirk received a 10-year sentence
for his role in that robbery – during which terrified
bank official Nicola Hall was woken in the middle
of the night to find armed raiders in their home.
The gang separated her and her husband John
Jones from each other and photographed them
with a gun to their heads.

BUMPED
Speaking this week, Marius and Pawel’s former boss at Ace Autobody Alan
Kennedy said he had been living in
dread of this day since 2018 when Curran became eligible to apply for parole.
“I’ve been dreading this day but expecting it since 2018 when he became
eligible for parole. To be honest I would
have been amazed if someone hadn’t
somehow managed to find a way to get
him out, but the decision to do this will
only cause further upset to the families.
“Pawel and Marius’s families are
doing their best to get on with life, but
the loss David Curran inflicted on them
cannot be described.
“They were young men planning for
a future they never got.
“David Curran was given a life sentence in court, but the real life sentence
was the one he inflicted on the families
of Pawel and Marius.”

MUTILATED

BANGED UP:
Michael with
son David

Nicola’s husband and two children, aged three
and six, were bundled into the back of a van and
driven away while she was ordered to go to her
work at the Bank of Ireland branch in Inchicore,
Dublin, as normal the next morning. She was told
the children would be mutilated and her husband
shot if she didn’t carry out the gang’s demands.
McGuirk was not one of the men who entered
the house, but he called Ms Hall to tell her where
to find her family after the money was delivered.
Another member of the family, Paulie Curran,
David’s brother, was stabbed to death at Seagull
House, on Rutland Avenue in Dolphin’s Barn in
July of 2016.
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PAIN: VICTIMS’ BOSS SAYS JAIL BREAK
VICIOUS:
Curran greets
guest at the
get-together

That blow
}
wasn’t enough.

DERANGED:
Curran was on
a bender on the
day of murder

He removed the
screwdriver and
with the same
lethal accuracy,
aiming it at the
same point, he
murdered
Mariusz.~

VICIOUS SCR
KILLER TASTE
SCREWDRIVER killer David Curran
is being granted secret outings
from prison to visit with his family
– just nine years into a double life
sentence for stabbing two Polish
mechanics to death.
Our exclusive pictures show the
28-year-old murderer hugging and kissing family members after an eight-hour
meeting at a Church-owned building
in Clondalkin, Dublin.

The Sunday World watched on as the sadistic double killer enjoyed his first taste
of freedom on Sunday last – nine years to
the day since he was jailed for the murders
that shocked the nation to its core.
Curran arrived at the property off New
Road in Clondalkin shortly after 11pm in the
company of two prison officers travelling in
an unmarked prison vehicle.

USHERED
He has bulked up considerably from the
scrawny teenager jailed for the horrific murders of Pawel Kalite (28) and Marius Szwajkos
(27), in 2010, and was quickly ushered inside
the property by prison officers.
During his trial, a horrified country heard a
sickening account of the brutal killing of two
young mechanics Pawel and Marius, who had
come to this country to make a better life for

Curran granted
his first taste of
freedom as he
gets let out for
family meeting

aimed at probably the most
vulnerable part of the human
body, the temple. Then by a
single blow, which penetrated the skull, he caused his
[Pawel’s] death.
“There was no possibility
of recovery. That blow wasn’t
enough.
“He removed the screwdriver
and with the same lethal accuracy, aiming it at the same point
and in the same way, he murdered
Mariusz.”
Curran carried out the horrific killings
on February 23, 2008, outside the men’s
rented accommodation on Benbulben
Road following an earlier altercation
involving Pawel and Curran’s father,
convicted tiger kidnapper Michael
McGuirk.

EXCLUSIVE
BY PATRICK O’CONNELL
themselves and their families. Curran, who
was 17 at the time, used a screwdriver to stab
both men through the head – the tip of the
screwdriver entering through their temples.
There was something “profoundly sinister” in the way the two victims were murdered, Mr Justice Liam McKechnie said at
Curran’s sentencing hearing.
“There was no fight. Neither of these people
threw a punch. There wasn’t even a scuffle,”
remarked the judge.
“There were no blows to the arms, legs
or torso and there wasn’t even an attempt
to do so.
“With lethal accuracy, David Curran

BUMPED

HORRIFIC:
Curran carried
out brutal
murders

Pawel, a mechanic with Ace Autobody in Dublin, had walked down to
the Drimnagh Takeaway when he was
bumped into by one of a group of teens
loitering outside.
Pawel chased after the boy, prompting
a scuffle, when suddenly a car pulled up
and Michael McGuirk got out.
He grabbed Pawel by the throat, telling
him to leave the kid alone. Pawel was
knocked to the ground and kicked and
punched by some of the teenagers before

