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Bumper insurance profits
spark call for premium cuts
Three firms make €200m
combined, yet consumers
still saddled with high costs

Clodagh Hawe
murder: review
to examine
Garda probe

Charlie Weston

PERSONAL FINANCE EDITOR

INSURANCE companies are enjoying bumper
profits running into hundreds of millions of
euro amid mounting pressure to ease the burden on customers.
Three major firms in Ireland made combined
profits of almost €200m last year.
Despite the boom, high costs for consumers is
still a major sticking point when it comes to the
insurance industry.
Aviva is the latest to report massive earnings as it made €113m in operating profits in
2018. This was up from €99m in the previous
year.
The profits are from motor, home and business insurance, as well as earnings from the
company’s life and pensions sections.
It is the fourth consecutive year of double-digit percentage growth in both its life and
general business.
Despite “more challenging market conditions”, profits at the general insurance business
rose 4pc to €63m on an annual basis.
Now, the leading insurers are being urged
to cut their premiums, given that they have
returned to earning bumper profits.
The Alliance for Insurance Reform said
insurance companies were benefiting from
changes in the market brought in by the
Government and the time has arrived for
policy-holders to be given a break.
RSA revealed last week that it made profits of €35m in this market last year, and FBD
reported profits of €50m.
However, FBD chief executive Fiona Muldoon
Continued on Page 2
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Gender equality: ‘Men’s interest is teeny-weeny’
HIGHER Education Minister Mary Mitchell O’Connor has delivered a blistering attack on male interest
in gender equality, saying it was “teeny-weeny small”. Ahead of International Women’s Day, she also
defended her announcement of 45 female-only professorships in the higher education sector.
SEE PAGE 6 PHOTO: LEAH FARRELL

A SERIOUS case review will examine
the Garda response and investigation
into the murder of Clodagh Hawe
and her three sons.
Clodagh (39), Liam (13), Niall (11)
and Ryan (6) were killed in their
home near Ballyjamesduff, Co Cavan,
in August 2016 by husband and father
Alan Hawe, who subsequently took
his own life.
Clodagh’s sister Jacqueline Connolly last week told the ‘Sunday Independent’ of unanswered questions
surrounding the killings.
The family are concerned about
a reported sighting of Alan Hawe,
near the school where he was vice
principal, early on the morning of
August 29.
The new case review, confirmed by
gardaí last night, follows a meeting
between Commissioner Drew Harris
and Clodagh’s family at Garda Headquarters in Dublin.
The review will look at the Garda
response to the deaths, rather than
the lead-up to the murders themselves. Clodagh’s mother and sister
welcomed the decision.
Continued on Page 10
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TD who fell off swing wasn’t holding on properly, hotel claims
Shane Phelan

LEGAL AFFAIRS EDITOR

Deputy
Maria
Bailey
is suing
the
Dean
Hotel

A FINE Gael TD was holding
items in both her hands when
she fell out of a swing, a hotel
she is suing claims.
Maria Bailey (43) has sued
the Dean Hotel in Dublin for

damages of up to €60,000 over
injuries she alleges she suffered to her head, back and hip.
The Dún Laoghaire TD says
she fell backwards out of an
indoor swing while having her
photo taken during a night out
with friends in 2015.
In circuit court proceedings,

she has accused the hotel of
negligence, saying the swing
was “unsupervised” and there
were no signs telling patrons
how to safely use it.
Ms Bailey claims she can no
longer sit or stand for long
periods without experiencing
pain or discomfort. She also

says she used to run 70km a
week before the incident, but
has had to reduce this to less
than 20km.
The hotel is denying liability, saying that if any injury
was suffered, this was due to
Ms Bailey’s own negligence or
contributory negligence.

Childcare
crisis: €50m
black hole in
State scheme
Kevin Doyle and Melanie Finn
AN EXTRA €50m will have to be
found next year to plug a black hole
in the Government’s new childcare scheme, Children’s Minister
Katherine Zappone has warned.
The minister has acknowledged
crèches are turning away babies and
toddlers because they see pre-school-

Katherine Zappone: Standing still is
not an option – we must do more P4
ers as more lucrative, as reported in
yesterday’s Irish Independent.
However, she insisted her department’s “warning system” has identified the issue and officials are
already working on a series of measures that will require substantial

financial backing from Finance
Minister Paschal Donohoe.
The National Childcare Scheme
comes in this November with subsidies of up to €5.10 per hour for
babies placed in registered childcare facilities. But writing in today’s
Irish Independent, Ms Zappone, an
Independent TD, says: “To cut to the
chase, an additional €50m will be
needed to deliver the first full year of
our new scheme in 2020.
“This is just the bottom line, I will
be seeking investment in other initiatives in the early learning and care
and school-age childcare space to
further address access, affordability
and quality.”
Her comments mark an unprecedented early ultimatum for Mr Donohoe ahead of next October’s Budget
negotiations.
Continued on Page 4

In defence papers, the hotel
alleges she failed to use the
swing in a proper manner
and held items in both hands,
restricting her ability to balance and preventing her from
holding rope grips properly.
Continued on Page 2

Boy pleaded
with co-accused
to call for Ana,
court is told
Eimear Cotter

Tragic: Schoolgirl Ana Kriegel (14), whose body was found in May of
last year in an abandoned house in Lucan, Dublin.

A BOY accused of murdering
schoolgirl Ana Kriegel had initially
refused to call for her but agreed to
do so after his co-accused repeatedly
said to him “please, please, please”, a
trial has heard.
Boy B told Garda interviewers that
he and Boy A were in his bedroom
chatting when Boy A asked him to
call for Ana.
This was on the day that Ana
disappeared, the Central Criminal
Court heard.
“At first I said ‘no’,” he said, “but
then he started saying ‘please, please,
please’.”
“At last I agreed,” Boy B said.
The two youths, aged 13 at the time,
have pleaded not guilty to the murder of Ana Kriegel (14) at Glenwood
House, Laraghcon, Clonee Road, in
Lucan, Dublin, on May 14 last year.
Boy A has also denied a charge of
aggravated sexual assault.
The jury has begun to hear the first
interview which gardaí conducted
with Boy B at Finglas garda station.
Meanwhile, a forensic scientist told
the court a black vest top found in the
room near Ana’s body was stained
with semen which matched the DNA
profile of Boy A.
Full report: Page 6
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Compensation claims crisis:
judges told to slash payouts
■ Changes
would help cut
insurance costs

MOTORCLAIMSAWARDS
Year

Average of all motor claims
(up to €100k)

2015

€18,973

2016

€19,904

€931

Personal Finance Editor

2017

€20,826

€922

JUDGES have been told to sort
out the compensation claims
crisis – which would help lower
insurance premiums.
An unpublished report by
former High Court President
Nicholas Kearns warns personal
injury awards in this country
are a multiple of those paid in
other states, and recommends
judges compile new guidelines
for lower awards.
The guidelines would take
account of the benchmarking
of international award levels,
according to the report by the
Government’s Personal Injuries
Commission (PIC), chaired by
Mr Kearns. The report has yet
to be presented to the Cabinet,
but represents one of the most
serious attempts to sort out the
compensation and the associated insurance crisis in decades.
Lower claims should lead to
lower insurance premiums.
Mr Justice Kearns’s report
found payouts here are among
the highest in the world. The

AWARD LEVELS FOR MINOR INJURIES

Charlie Weston

Difference in a year

(general damages) in other European countries

Range of general damages

Belgium
Finland
France
Germany
Italy
Netherlands
Norway
Spain

€500 - €2,000
€0 - €1,200
€0 - €1,500
€2,500 - €6,000
€1,000 - €1,500
€0 - €1,000
€0 - €521
€600 - €3,000

average motor claim is almost
€21,000. This compares with
close to €4,000 in the UK,
€1,500 in France and between
€2,500 and €6,000 in Germany.
The report says fraudulent
and exaggerated claims carry
a low risk of detection and “an
even lower risk of prosecution”.
The PIC report makes
hard-hitting recommendations:
■ Judges should get together
and compile new guidelines
on appropriate compensation

levels. The report says there is
a need for a “rebalancing and
recalibration of awards” in line
with lower amounts paid in
other countries. Judges should
take account of appeals court
decisions that have lowered
awards made in the circuit
and high courts. Lawyers’
representative bodies, the Law
Society and the Bar Council,
are supportive of new judicial
guidelines on award levels;
■ No payouts should be made

by insurers unless a medical
report has been produced;
■ Moving to a “care-not-cash”
system would be incompatible
with European law, and
inappropriate in an Irish
context. Such a system would
see injured people having their
medical care paid for instead
of getting a cash lump sum;
■ Anyone making a claim must
promptly notify the insurer so
it can be investigated, before
the likes of CCTV evidence is
destroyed;
■ The commission supports the
plans for insurance companies
to fund a new dedicated Garda
insurance fraud unit. This is
despite misgivings by Junior
Finance Minister Michael
D’Arcy, who is responsible for
insurance reform;
■ Insurance companies should
fund a medical study on the
prevention and management
of whiplash injuries. The Irish
College of General Practitioners
admitted this year the majority
of compensated whiplash
claims are “frankly spurious”,
while some neurosurgeons
believe whiplash is a myth and
written reports of it are mainly
detailing non-existent injuries;
■ Insurers should beef up their
anti-fraud capacity;
■ The Law Reform Commission
should report on the possibility

of capping injury awards, it
says.
Mr Justice Kearns found
that award levels here are 4.4
times those paid in England
and Wales. The report states
that whiplash award levels are
a “stark multiple” of those in
the UK. But investigation of
claims is poor, and with little
risk of prosecution when fraud
is exposed, there is a “perfect
climate for abuse of the system”.
Average motor claims were
€20,826 in 2017, with the payout amount rising by €900 a
year. This excludes legal fees,
which separate reports found
can add 40pc to the award
amount. The report looked
at awards made for under
€100,000.
The commission found a lack
of consistency in the amounts
awarded for the same injury.
The Personal Injuries Commission is based on one million claims, but the data only
includes general damages.
This is money awarded to
an injured person to compensate them for their pain and
suffering.
Special damages – for loss of
wages, medical expenses and
other costs – were not looked
at. Including legal costs and
special damages, the costs of
claims are even higher.

Clever move by Mr Justice Kearns to kick thorny problem back

J

UDGES don’t like
being told what to
do. They value their
independence, and
are not in favour of
mandatory sentences or caps
on awards in civil cases.
But judicial discretion is
undoubtedly one of the
reasons we have an
out-of-control compo
culture in this country,
which itself its one of the
key contributors to our
insurance crisis.
Award levels in this

Charlie
Weston

Personal Finance
Editor

country are a multiple of
those in other states, and
there is practically no
downside to taking a false or
exaggerated claim.
Indeed, the Personal
Injuries Commission says the
awards system here
encourages foreign criminals
to fly in to make fraudulent
claims.
As well as being very high,
award levels for the same
injuries are inconsistent.
There is a book of
quantum, put together by the

Personal Injuries Assessment
Board (PIAB). But it merely
reflects awards made in the
courts, and the PIAB.
And anyway, judges only
have to have regard to the
book of quantum’s setting out
of compensation levels for
various categories of injuries.
Recognising that judges
are part of the problem, it is a
clever move by former
President of the High Court
Nicholas Kearns to
recommend that the judges
sort out the runaway compo

mess. They have been told to
get together and come up
with their own guidelines on
what is the appropriate
payout for various types of
injury.
This “rebalancing and
recalibration of Irish awards”
should be done as part of the
soon-to-be established
Judicial Council.
The guidelines produced
should take account of the
ground-breaking work of the
Personal Injuries
Commission which proved

award levels here are a
multiple of those paid in
other countries.
The judges should also
take note of appeal court
decisions which have cut
compensation levels awarded
in lower courts.
Having judicial guidelines
is similar to the approach in
the UK and Northern Ireland.
Such an approach here
kills two birds with one
stone.
It forces judges to
recognise they are part of the

Law approved to stop bypassing of injuries board
Charlie Weston
THE Cabinet has approved
new legislation to stop claimants deliberately bypassing the
Personal Injuries Assessment
Board (PIAB) in a bid to have
their cases heard in court.
Claimants, particularly those
who exaggerate or make false
claims, are often eager to have
their cases heard in court –
where awards tend to be higher
and legal costs are paid.
The PIAB was set up as the
independent State body that
assesses injury compensation,
and it generally does not pay
legal fees.
Cases settled in courts add up

to 40pc to the amount awarded.
All personal injuries claims,
with the exception of medical
negligence cases, have to initially go through the PIAB.
A case can only be released
to go forward to court if a PIAB
settlement award is rejected
by either side, or if the PIAB
is not furnished with medical
reports or information on loss
of earnings.
Business Minister Heather
Humphreys received Cabinet
approval this week to stop
people deliberately failing to
co-operate with the PIAB to
force their case into court.
The Personal Injuries Assessment (Amendment) Bill

will give the PIAB discretion
to make no award assessment
if a claimant fails to turn up at
a medical or fails to provide
details of special damages or
loss of earnings.
The bill will also make it
cheaper to make a claim to the
PIAB electronically.
If a claimant fails to co-operate with PIAB, that will have
to be notified to the judge if
the claim ends up in court. The
court shall have regard for the
failure to co-operate with the
PIAB, and the judge would have
discretion to throw out the case.
Ms
Humphreys
said:
“This is an important bill as
PIAB facilitates the objective

assessment of damages at a
much lower delivery cost and
in a far shorter timeframe than
through litigation.”
She said the Government’s
Cost of Insurance Working
Group report, published last
year, found that the delivery
costs for cases settled outside
PIAB is more than 40pc of
compensation awards.
“Therefore, encouraging
more claimants to finalise their
cases through the PIAB model
rather than resorting to litigation should lead to cost savings
in the claims environment.” The
bill follows recommendations
made in the Cost of Insurance
Working Group report.

Business Minister Heather Humphreys and Junior Finance
Minister Michael D’Arcy at the launch of the Cost of Insurance
Working Group report.
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‘Hike taxes and run
a surplus or people
could face further
austerity measures’

■ Central Bank pressures Donohoe on Budget

Donal O’Donovan
Business Editor

Former High Court President
Nicholas Kearns has found
insurance payouts are
among the highest in
the world – hiking the
cost for Irish consumers

into hands of those in charge
problem and by getting them
to produce awards
guidelines, it gets them to
buy-in to a solution to the
compo shambles.
Mr Justice Kearns states in
his report: “Judicial
Guidelines should lead to
greatly increased levels of
consistency in awards,
increase the frequency of
early resolution of claims,
reduce costs and generally
provide a much better
informed PIAB process, given
that PIAB compiles and

reviews the Book of Quantum
by reference to awards in the
courts.”
Mr Justice Kearns’s second
report is the most important
move in decades to deal with
the compensation and
insurance crisis.
But it will require more
commitment from the
Government than we have
seen up to now if it is to
succeed.
If the planned law
establishing the Judicial
Council is not put in place

quickly, Mr Justice Kearns
recommends the process of
setting up new guidelines
to replace the existing book
of quantum should be
fast-tracked by the
Government.
He considers the
situation to be urgent.
Now all is needed is for
the Government, and
specifically Junior Finance
Minister Michael D’Arcy, to
find their mojo and act on
Mr Justice Kearns’s
recommendations.

Troika has been and gone yet high
legal costs remain – insurance boss
Donal O’Donovan
THE CEO of stock market-listed
insurer FBD, Fiona Muldoon,
has slammed ongoing failures
to tackle high legal costs, despite an explicit target set by
the Troika during the bailout.
“When the Troika arrived
one of the things identified as
needing radical change was the
cost of accessing our legal system,” she said during a speech
at the MacGill Summer School
in Donegal.
“Working in insurance I find
myself regularly defending

claims of excessive premiums
charged... far and away the
main cost of an insurance premium is injury cost and
associated legal costs,”
she said.
“Why have we proven ourselves incapable
of dealing with this?
“The Troika has
been and gone, this
was on their list and yet
still all is as was in the
legal arena.”
Taking a claim
against an insurer
was “often a one-way

bet” with the promise of a major
windfall if successful and no
legal costs if not, added Ms
Muldoon (pictured inset).
In June FBD announced
that Ms Muldoon was
subject to an internal
investigation, arising
from a complaint by
another executive. She
remains in place
and the Irish
Central Bank,
FBD’s regulator,
is understood
not to be involved.

FINANCE Minister Paschal
Donohoe should hike taxes to
help prepare Ireland for the
next economic downturn, the
Central Bank has warned.
Governor Philip Lane said
that failing to balance the books
during economic recovery has
left Ireland less able to manage
during hard times, risking fresh
austerity.
Mr
Lane
specifically
identified taxes on spending
and investment – such as property taxes and taxes on savings
– as a way to cool the economy.
While he backed plans for
greater public investment,
Mr Lane said tax increases
should be used to fund them,
and to prevent the economy
overheating.
He said financial “buffers”
were needed to better cope with
recessions and other countries
were already building them.
In a speech that will be seen
as a shot across the bows of Mr
Donohoe ahead of Budget 2019,
the Central Bank Governor told
the MacGill Summer School:
“The Government really should
be running a surplus at this
point.”
Despite a stronger recovery
than most of our European
peers, Ireland has done less to
future-proof the State finances,
he starkly warned.
Higher taxes in some areas
would also prevent the economy overheating as investment
by the public sector ramps up,
added Mr Lane. “Through taxation, if you cool down the level
of spending in the economy, you
make room in an orderly way.”
Policymakers need to plan
now to be better placed to manage a downturn when it comes.
“The history of Ireland is, in a
crisis we come together, debate
and find solutions,” he said.
But he warned that during
the good years there’s a lack
of risk management – “a lack
of preparation for the next
downturn”.
He questioned the prudence
of Mr Donohoe’s fiscal policies
– which have delayed balancing
the budget in recent years, as
public spending has increased
faster than tax income.
“Right now the fiscal plan
is essentially of still having a
deficit in 2019, admittedly a relatively small one,” said Mr Lane.
“But to be running a deficit under these conditions is
probably not in line with best
principles of risk management.
“Others (countries) are already running significant fiscal

Top: Central
Bank boss
Philip Lane
has urged the
Government
to hike taxes.
Left: Finance
Minister
Paschal
Donohoe

surpluses. We appear to be
not making the same fiscal
preparations as those others.”
This directly contradicts the
message from Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar in particular, who
earlier this month promised tax
cuts for middle income households in the October Budget, as
well as a greater programme of
public investment.
“It’s not a choice between
public spending and fiscal
prudence because there are
other levers such as the overall
amount of taxes that are raised
that can reconcile that balance,”
Philip Lane said.
However, while more public
spending can be appropriate,

‘‘

Others (countries)
are already
running
significant fiscal
surpluses. We
appear to be not
making the same
fiscal preparations
as those others

“you also need to build up some
surpluses”.
That includes not spending
all of the taxes collected in a
given year.
“The reason for that is not to
suppress any social goals, but
to recognise that the only way
to avoid having the austerity
in the next downturn that we
had in the last downturn is to
build up the fiscal buffers in the
good years.”
Around the world it is often
those governments with high
ambitions for their public sector
that typically run surpluses in
good years, because they really
don’t want to impose austerity
in downturns, he told the audience. “That’s really important to
know,” he said.
“If the political decision is
‘let’s have people work on public investment projects’, it does
mean something else in the
economy has to slow down.”
He warned that Ireland has
benefited from a number of factors in recent years, including
low interest rates and recoveries
in the global economies.
In terms of long term planning, Dr Lane said that not all
booms were followed by a bust,
or vice versa.
A number of potential factors – including a hard Brexit,
a possible shift towards protectionism in the global economy,
or a shift in market sentiment
– could all tip the current
recovery off course.
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Compo culture: The extraordinary
images that show how businesses
are targeted by insurance claimants
Amy
Molloy

13:07:50

SUBJECT PHOTOGRAPHS
AREA

‘Phone use
should be
banned in
workplace’
Amy Molloy
SUPERMAC’S founder Pat
McDonagh has said employees should be banned from
using smartphones in situations where they can lead to
accidents.
The fast-food outlet CEO
believes staff are now showing lower levels of retention
and are less focused due to
constantly being on their
smartphones. Mr McDonagh
said he would be in support of
a ban on the use of technology
in situations where there are
health and safety concerns.
“With phones and computers and all that, you have
instant knowledge and so it’s
very hard to keep the levels of
concentration as focused,” he
said. “When you’re working on
a grill or a fryer, you can’t have
any interruptions due to there

13:09:08
SUBJECT
CORRESPONDS
WITH 2ND PARTY

S

UPERMAC’S
founder Pat
McDonagh has
released CCTV of
an incident where
a customer photographed a
wet bathroom floor and then
appears to stage a fall.
CCTV recordings show
the man walking into the
bathroom and photographing
an area of the ground covered
in the water. He then leaves
the bathroom and returns
minutes later, when he
appears to slip and fall. The
man can be seen grabbing
his head and knocking on the
door looking for assistance in
the footage.
Towards the end of the
video, he wriggles forward
and continues to lie on the
ground.
The incident happened at
a branch in the midlands
in October. In November,
Supermac’s received a
solicitor’s letter advising how
the man in question intended
to bring a personal injury
claim. “We are instructed by
our client that he was caused
to fall due to the condition of
the floor of the men’s toilets
in your premises and as a
consequence thereof suffered
injuries, loss and damage,”
the letter reads.
The solicitor representing
the claimant later told the
Irish Independent that they
have requested to view the

13:09:20

13:09:22

SUBJECT
RETURNS
TO THE AREA

SUBJECT
APPEARS TO SLIP
AND FALL

CCTV footage and it has not
yet been furnished and they
will consult with their client
on the matter.
Mr McDonagh hit out at
how claims like this are
allowed to come before the
courts and said there is no
incentive to defend them as
“even if you win, you lose”.
No formal proceedings
have yet been issued, but the
Supermac’s CEO said he is
already paying the price for

the initial legal letter.
“Even at this early stage
there will be a cost as once
an incident happens you
are required to notify the
insurance company. And no
matter what the outcome is it
will have an impact on your
premium,” he said.
Mr McDonagh, an
outspoken critic of Ireland’s
‘compo culture’, revealed
there are currently 73
personal injury claims

Slip-up:
CCTV images
from a
Supermac’s
toilet in
which a man
allegedly
fakes a fall to
claim injury

Concerns over
safety: Supermac’s
founder Pat
McDonagh

pending against outlets
across the country – and has
vowed to defend those he
believes to be exaggerated.
Despite racking up hefty
legal bills, Mr McDonagh says
he will continue the fight.
The businessman has
previously defended the
decision to install cameras in
Supermac’s bathrooms. “We
are safeguarding our own
business. The camera is never
in a compromising position.”

Watch
View the
full video
on www.
independent
.ie

being very hot oils etc, so they
can seriously burn you if you’re
not careful, so I would agree
with that [banning phones].”
Mr McDonagh has previously spoken out on how staff
retention is the biggest challenge facing the company in
its fourth decade. He believes
that every business will have
to look at automation of some
sort to survive. Mr McDonagh
is currently looking for franchisees to expand the Supermac’s brand on the east coast
and says finding the right
people to run a business in the
current climate is a challenge.
Supermac’s opened its first
Wexford outlet yesterday,
bringing the number of restaurants in Ireland to 118, with
the aim to have 120 by the end
of the year.
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Fine Gael TD
Bailey is suing
top hotel after
she fell off swing
Cormac McQuinn

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

FINE GAEL TD Maria Bailey
has taken a personal injury
legal action against a wellknown Dublin hotel, the Irish
Independent can reveal.
Ms Bailey, who represents
Dún Laoghaire, is suing the
Dean Hotel on Harcourt Street
for an alleged incident involving a swing that took place
before she became a TD.
It is understood that the
claim relates to an alleged fall
from an internal swing at the
hotel, which happened while
Ms Bailey was visiting the
hotel with friends.
It is believed that she will
claim negligence on the part
of the hotel, which is defending the claims.
The revelation comes at a
time when there is a sharp
political focus on personal
injury claims and spiralling
insurance costs.
It is understood the alleged
incident involved a fall that
occurred in 2015.
Ms Bailey was a councillor
representing the Killiney/Ballybrack ward of Dún Laoghaire
County Council at the time.
The case is listed among
motions due to come before
the Circuit Court County Registrar today.
It is recorded as “Maria Bailey Ryan v Holtend Limited
trading as The Dean Hotel”.
Ms Bailey’s husband’s name
is James Ryan.
The maximum payout for
successful personal injury
actions in the Circuit Court
is €60,000. Ms Bailey refused
to comment on the case when
she was contacted last night.
A spokesperson for the
Dean Hotel also declined to

comment. The trendy hotel
was chosen for a high-profile
launch of policy priorities by
Simon Coveney during his
battle against Leo Varadkar
for the Fine Gael leadership in
May 2017.
Ms Bailey, who was a strong
supporter of Mr Coveney’s bid
to succeed then Taoiseach
Enda Kenny, was present at
that event.
Another Fine Gael TD, Kate
O’Connell, acted as MC at the
launch where she joked that
many of those present might
be more familiar with the surroundings during the hours of
darkness.
Ms Bailey is the chairperson
of the Oireachtas Housing
Committee and a close ally
of Mr Coveney. She was first
elected as a TD in the 2016
general election. She was a
councillor for 12 years before
winning her Dáil seat.
Her father, John Bailey, is
an out-going Dún Laoghaire
Rathdown councillor, who
is seeking re-election in this
week’s vote.
The Dean Hotel was opened
in late 2014 after the Harcourt
Street building was given a
€5.5m overhaul.
Ms Bailey is not the only Fine
Gael TD to take a personal
injury legal action in recent
years.
In 2018, Dublin Fingal TD
Alan Farrell was awarded
€2,500 in damages. His action
followed a collision with a
rental van that left him with
minor injuries. The accident
occurred when a woman in a
Hertz rental van took her foot
off the brake when a spider ran
across her arm, frightening
her while driving and causing
her vehicle to roll into the back
of his Audi.

Coveney offers help to find climber
David Young
THE Government will offer
any support it can to efforts
to find a missing climber
on Mount Everest, Tánaiste
Simon Coveney said.
Seamus ‘Shay’ Lawless, from
Bray, Co Wicklow, fell as he
descended the peak on Thursday having just achieved a lifetime ambition of reaching the
summit.
Mr Coveney said he had
spoken to Mr Lawless’s wife
Pamela several times over the
weekend and had discussed

how the authorities could help.
“We are willing to offer any
support we can, either financial or organisational, she
knows that,” he told RTÉ.
The Trinity College professor’s family has launched a
fundraising campaign to help
finance expensive search and
recovery efforts.
His relatives, who said Mr
Lawless’s insurers were not
assisting in the search, have
set up a GoFundMe page with
a target of raising €750,000. It
had raised €215,000 in a little
over 36 hours.

Talking
politics:
Fine Gael
TDs Maria
Bailey (left)
and Kate
O’Connell
with Tánaiste
Simon
Coveney at
the Dean
Hotel, Dublin
in 2017.
PHOTO: GARETH
CHANEY
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Bailey took part in 10km
race three weeks after
falling off swing in hotel
Court papers
say TD could
not run at all for
three months

MARIA BAILEY’S

X

POLITICAL CONNECTIONS

John Bailey
Maria Bailey’s father,
John Bailey, is a GAA
activist and long-time
councillor in Dún
Laoghaire-Rathdown.
He served as chairman of
the Dublin GAA County
Board for a decade.
He has been a councillor
since 2004, topping the
poll in the Dún Laoghaire
electoral area that year,
and yesterday stood for
re-election.

Timeline: What Maria did in weeks after fall
July 10: Maria Bailey falls
off swing
July 11: Ms Bailey attends
the Beacon Hospital

Kevin Doyle
and Shane Phelan

July 14: Ms Bailey appears
on Ireland AM at 8.45am

FINE Gael TD Maria Bailey
took part in a 10km race three
weeks after falling from a
swing in a Dublin hotel.
The politician lodged a personal injuries claim on the
basis that she suffered injuries
to her head, lower back and
hip after falling backward off
the swing in the well-known
Dean Hotel.
It is claimed Ms Bailey can
no longer sit or stand for long
periods without experiencing
pain and discomfort as a result
of the incident on July 10, 2015.
Eight days later she attended
the Longitude music festival.
Court papers describe her
as a “keen runner prior to the
accident but could not run at
all for three months post-accident and has had to reduce her
activities significantly since”.
Social media posts show that
on August 3, she ran ‘The Bay
10k’ in Dún Laoghaire. She
recorded a time of 53 minutes
and 56 seconds, according to
the Racetimer website.
“Always enjoy the race never
fails to impress, and also
never gets easy. A few hills
at the start. Well done to all
involved,” she wrote on social
media afterwards.
It has also emerged that the
dates recorded in her court
submission are inaccurate.
The papers indicate Ms
Bailey was in the hotel with
friends around 9pm on Monday, July 13, 2015.
Sources close to the TD say
the incident actually took
place on the previous Friday
evening.
The following morning she
woke up with severe back pain
at 6.30am which prevented her
from getting out of bed.
A doctor was called but was
not able to attend and 45 minutes later Ms Bailey did “extricate herself” from bed with the
assistance of her mother and
medication.
The papers say she was “then
taken to the A&E Department
of the Beacon Hospital, Sandyford”.
“The plaintiff was in severe
pain. Her jaw was swollen and
her bite was off line,” her lawyers say, adding that she was
“stiff and sore and had a severe
headache”.

July 15: She speaks at a
migraine awareness event
in Stillorgan

Josepha Madigan
Culture Minister Josepha
Madigan was elected
to the Dáil on the same
day in February 2016 as
Maria Bailey and they
represent adjoining south
Dublin constituencies.
The Madigan law firm, in
which Josepha Madigan,
worked until 2017, is
representing Ms Bailey in
this case.

July 17: Ms Bailey speaks
at a Women For Election
event at Google
July 18: Posts Facebook
picture at Longitude
July 29: Added to Fine
Gael ticket for general
election
August 3: Ms Bailey
runs ‘The Bay 10k’ in 53
minutes
Busy: Top,
Bailey on
Ireland AM;
above, Bailey
speaks at
a migraine
event; far
right, running
The Bay
10k; right, at
Longitude

Ms Bailey made a number
of public appearances in the
days after receiving hospital
treatment, including one on
TV3’s ‘Ireland AM’ programme
to discuss her experience with
migraines.
At 7.52am on July 14 she
posted a message on social
media publicising her appearance. Her appearance, alongside Dr Sinéad Beirne and
host Alan Hughes, was at
8.45am. She discussed suffering from excruciating
headaches before discovering
that exercise could reduce the
pain.
Ms Bailey also spoke at
a number of other events,
including a conference on
migraines in south Dublin on
July 15 and a Women For Election event and a gathering in
Google on July 17.
The next day she attended

McKillen family
Shane
Phelan

A

the Longitude music festival,
according to a Facebook post
from July 18.
It includes a photograph and
caption saying the concert was
“such a laugh, great event”.
The then-councillor went on
to be selected as a Fine Gael
general election candidate on
July 29.
Court papers note that she
could not take time off work
because she was running for
election. Ms Bailey was elected
as a TD in February 2016.
She has brought a lawsuit
against the Dean Hotel in the
Circuit Court where damages of up to €60,000 can be
awarded. She alleges the hotel
was negligent because the
swing was “unsupervised” and
there were no signs to instruct
patrons how to use it safely.
Ms Bailey’s lawyers say she
sat on the swing and was

having her photograph taken
by friends “when she was
caused to fall backwards”,
suffering injuries to her head,
lower back and hip.
Fine Gael did not respond
to a request for comment last
night.
However, sources have told
the Irish Independent that
senior figures within the
party are unhappy with the
unwelcome attention on the
eve of the local and European
elections.
The Dean Hotel denies negligence and says that if injury
was suffered, this was due to
Ms Bailey’s own negligence or
contributory negligence.
It claims she was holding
items in both hands when she
sat on the swing, restricting
her ability to balance and preventing her from holding rope
grips properly.

NYONE
who
knows even the
slightest bit about
the Irish business
scene knows the
McKillens are not the sort of
people who are easily pushed
around.
Belfast-born Paddy McKillen Snr built up an empire of
commercial buildings, shopping centres and stores in the
1980s before setting his sights
farther afield and growing an
international property portfolio stretching from London to
Tokyo.
He is considered hard-working and a tough negotiator, but
with a low-key approach which
for many years kept him out of
the media spotlight. So much
so that when he did hit the
headlines as a result of a number of high-stakes legal battles,
news outlets initially struggled
to source a recent photograph
of him.
Mr McKillen Snr faced
down Nama in a landmark
Supreme Court case in 2011 to
prevent some €2.1bn in performing loans to companies
he was associated with being
transferred to the toxic loans
agency.

The
hotel
has filed
a full
defence
and
Bailey
has to
hand
over
medical
records
dating
back as
far as
three
years
before
the
incident

