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COL DITCHES
WAYNE RING

www.thesun.ie
By DEAN WILKINS

DEVASTATED
Coleen
Rooney has given the
clearest signal yet that
her marriage to Wayne
is over — by ditching her
€275,000 wedding ring.

O’Neill orders all-out
Aviva attack on Serbs

Full Story — Page Seven

SEE SUNSPORT & GOALS

DEELY HUNT HITS RIVER

COPS
DIVE
FOR
TREVOR
TREVO
VOR
V
VO
OR

By STEPHEN BREEN, Crime Editor, & RUAIRI COTTER

GARDA divers are combing the River
Liffey close to the dig site in the
search for missing man Trevor Deely.
The search in Chapelizod, Dublin, has been
extended to ten acres as it enters its fourth
week — almost 17 years after he vanished.

A senior source said: “It’s a very thorough and significant search. We are leaving nothing to chance.”

Full Story — Page Five

Eva so
lovely
TV CHOICE AWARDS
SEE PAGE 25

Homeless
death man
had paedo
conviction
EXCLUSIVE by STEPHEN BREEN

THE man whose death last week
stirred fury over the homeless crisis
was a convicted paedophile.
Stephen ‘Jack’ Watson,
right, was jailed in
Australia for the abuse
of two girls and also
for wilfully passing
on HIV to a woman.
He hid his vile past
from
unsuspecting
homeless campaigners
who made him the face
of an awareness drive.

Full Story — Page 9

Painstaking . . . divers hunt
for remains of Deely, below

Sub-aqua search is ‘significant’
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HOMELESS MAN’S VILE PAST
Shot . . . ‘Ta’ Power

Arrest in
’87 INLA
feud pair
kill case
By ED CARTY

A MAN has been arrested
over the double murders
of two men in an INLA
feud 30 years ago.
The victims, Thomas
‘Ta’ Power, 33, and John
Gerard O’Reilly, 26, were
shot and killed in the
Rossnaree
Hotel
in
Drogheda, Co Louth, on
January 20, 1987.
Cops said they arrested
the 62-year-old man in
Dublin and he is now
being
questioned
in
Drogheda Garda Station.
It’s understood that the
arrest came after information was received following an appeal by two
of Mr Power’s sisters.
The men were shot
dead after going to the
hotel with the intention
of trying to mediate over
a bloody internal dispute
in the INLA.
Two other men were
injured in the attack 30
years ago, which gardai
believe was carried out
by a rival faction within
the Republican group.

Blaze gig
man dies
A REVELLER who ran
into 50ft flames at the
Burning Man pop festival
has died of his injuries.
Aaron Mitchell, 41, dodged guards to dive into
the wooden effigy blaze.
Firemen had to wait
for it to collapse before
rescuing him. The married Swiss-based American died in hospital.
Mum Johnnye Mitchell
said: “He’s 41, but they
are always your baby.”
Tests will find out if he
was on drugs. But sources have ruled out booze
being in his system.
Bosses of the desert
event in Nevada, US,
which drew 70,000 fans,
said: “It has affected
those who witnessed it.”

In the dark . . . vigil outside Dail

EXCLUSIVE
By STEPHEN BREEN, Crime Editor

THE rough sleeper
found dead on the
capital’s streets last
week was a convicted
paedophile, the Irish
Sun can reveal.
Stephen ‘Jack’ Watson,
whose
death
sparked
new outrage over Ireland’s housing crisis, had
also served time in Australia for wilfully passing
on the deadly HIV virus.

The 51-year-old perv kept
his old life secret from the
Home Sweet Home campaigners who gave him shelter when they took over
Dublin’s
vacant
Apollo
House last Christmas.
But now we can reveal
details of his dark past.
As gardai seek to establish
the cause of his death on
Suffolk Street last Thursday,
the Irish Sun discovered how
he came to be deported
from Australia in October
2015 — after amassing 40
convictions over 19 years.
Watson, who also used the
name Shane and Jack Steele,
received an 18-month prison
sentence in April 2008 after
he was convicted at Bendigo
County Court in the state of
Victoria
of
indecently
assaulting two girls under
the age of 16.
And he was caged again
for the offence of “recklessly
putting someone at risk of
contracting a notifiable condition” when a court heard
that
he
had
knowingly
passed on the HIV virus to
a woman.
His other crimes Down
Under
included
making
threats to kill, assaulting
police officers, actual bodily
harm, deprivation of liberty
and trespass.
A source said: “Nobody
from the homeless campaigns
knew anything about him.
“He kept his life in Australia completely to himself and
maintained that he had fallen
on hard times and that’s why
he came back to Ireland.
“When he was arrested by
gardai on numerous occasions
for
public
order
offences he often spoke about
his life in Australia and how
he was violent with alcohol.
“Watson was adamant that
he was a changed man and
told everyone he had contracted HIV from a woman.
“There’s no doubt that he
was a very intelligent man
but he was also someone
who had shown extreme levels of violence in the past.
“He had stayed in a number of hostels but often
found himself getting into
trouble with other residents.
“He has been described as
a nice man but the reality is
very different.”
Since his return to Ireland,
Watson had been sleeping
rough and staying in home-

DEAD
‘JACK’
WAS
PAEDO
lAbused two
girls under 16
years of age
lKnowingly
gave a woman
the HIV virus

less shelters across Dublin.
He was placed on the sex
offenders register because of
his convictions in Australia
and had to notify gardai of
his whereabouts.
Convictions for drunk and
disorderly and public order
offences put him behind the
bars of Dublin’s Mountjoy
Prison for a while.
He was also arrested by
officers assigned to Operation Spire — targeting drug
dealers and louts terrorising
Dublin city centre — and
received an Asbo to stay
away from the quays area.
However, Watson carefully

crafted a different image
during his time at Apollo
House, cooking for those
who occupied the empty
Government building.
He later underwent a dramatic makeover to highlight
the plight of the homeless in
Geza Oravecz’s A Beautiful
Day In Dublin art project.
The Hungarian-born photographer and Dublin barber
Barry
Caesar,
who
was
involved in the makeover,
were entirely unaware of his
criminal past.
So too were those attending
a Dail vigil for the homeless
man at the weekend.

False facade
. . . Watson’s
makeover for
awareness
campaign

Lonely death . . . grim Dublin street scene reignited homeless debate
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