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EXCLUSIVE
■ Nicola DONNELLY

KILLER Keith Lee told pals
he held the body of his
dead wife Joanne for four
days while in a drug haze.

The body of Lee, who had been
charged with the murder of
Joanne, was found in his Mountjoy
jail cell after he took his own life.

SEE PAGES 4&5

● ‘I held her
for four days
after she died’
● ‘I was on
drugs.. to me
she was alive’
● ‘I wanted to
die at house’
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WHAT PARANOID KILLER

MURDER accused Keith Lee told pals he
spent four days sitting with his dead wife’s
body and holding her hand — while bingeing
on cocaine and ketamine.

The murder suspect — who took his own life in
prison yesterday — gave friends a detailed account of
what he claimed happened in the flat where Joanne
Ball was found strangled, wrapped in a sleeping bag
and dumped in the wardrobe in February.
The Star can reveal that Lee spent four days with
Joanne Ball’s lifeless body — because in his mind she
was still alive:
We’ve learned that deranged Lee:
- Spent four days with Ms Ball’s lifeless body holding
her hand because in his mind she was still alive;
- Wrapped her body in a sleeping bag and stuffed her
in a wardrobe because his dog and cats were in the flat;
- Went about his day as normal “meeting people to
get money” after she died;
- Claimed Ms Ball strangled his “beloved” chihuahua
dog;
- Went on a drugs bender for several days after Ms
Ball was murdered.
The Star has also learned that Lee told prison
officers in Dublin’s Mountjoy jail that he was worried
he was being targeted for murder behind bars — by
the notorious Kinahan gang, it has emerged.

Risk

Sources say that Lee had asked to be placed on protection because he was convinced the Kinahans were
after him. He was sent to the inner city jail after he
was remanded in custody when he was charged with
Joanne’s murder last month — and immediately asked
to be placed on protection.
Sources have told The Star that Lee claimed he was
at risk from the Kinahan cartel — which has more
than 40 prisoners locked up in the jail — because they
had turned on him over the killing of Joanne.
He told them he was convinced the gang wanted him
dead over the killing —
and asked for help from
authorities.
It’s understood Lee, who
was whe e lc hair-bound
after he broke his ankles
when he jumped from a
fourth floor window when
gardai burst into a flat in
Ranelagh, south Dublin
and found Joanne’s body,
was placed in a double
person cell at the prison
because of his disability.
Sources say there were
regular checks on him —
but he placed pillows
under the sheets in his bed
in the middle of the night
to make officers think he
was still in bed.
He also left his wheelchair beside his bed to add
to the illusion that he was
asleep — before crawling
to another part of the cell
and taking his own life.
His body was found by
prison officers who went
in to his cell to check on
him at around 8am
yesterday.
Three investigations are
now underway into his
death — one by gardai,
MURDERED: Joanne Ball one by prison authorities
a n d a n o t h e r by t h e
independent inspector of prisons.
Lee was facing a murder charge and the case is now
closed as gardai are not looking for anyone else in
relation to Joanne’s death.
The case is now formally declared as detected.
The murder suspect gave friends a detailed account
of what he claimed happened in the flat where Joanne
Ball was found strangled, wrapped in a sleeping bag
and dumped in the wardrobe in February.

Cable

He intended to say in his defence to a charge of murdering his 38-year-old estranged wife that she took
her own life by tying a cable around her neck despite
his attempts to save her.
The 42 year-old also claimed he then jumped through
a window as gardai burst in the door in a bid to kill
himself — not to escape.
In a chilling account of the days that followed Joanne’s
death, he told how he sat with her lifeless body, holding
her hand and refusing to believe she was dead.
At one point he went about as normal “meeting people to get money for them to move away” despite the
fact that Joanne lay dead in the flat in Dublin’s
Ranelagh and a Garda search was underway for her.
Lee said he believed if he called emergency services
he would never see his estranged wife again and in his
mind, she was still alive.
In disturbing messages, seen by The Star — which
were sent by Lee to friends prior to him being charged
with his wife’s murder — the 42-year-old father-ofone said he believed he was going to be charged with
involuntary manslaughter and obstruction as he

I held onto
her hand for
4 days after
she died... I
thought she
was still alive

■ LEE ‘THOUGHT KINAHANS WANTED TO KILL HIM’
■ SAID JOANNE PUT CABLE TIE AROUND HER NECK
■ WENT ON 3-DAY DRUG BINGE AFTER HIDING BODY
EXCLUSIVE
EXCLUSIVE
■ Michael
O’TOOLE
n Nicola DONNELLY
and Nicola Donnelly

would allege Joanne died accidently.
He then alleged to friends how he would
be maintaining that Joanne died.
He claimed he lost his mind and panicked
when his wife “tied a cable tie around her
neck,” after he said she strangled his
“beloved” chihuahua by accident.

“I hadn’t slept in nearly a week and was
lashing ket and white into me. I tried to
save her and people think I murdered her.
It’s f***king hell.”

Neck

“I was trying to give the dog CPR,” he
wrote. “I turned around and she had a
cable tie around her neck. I had to jump
over the arm of the sofa to try and grab the
cable but pulled it tighter.”
He then admitted he “snapped and
grabbed Joanne by her neck and shook her
“crying and asking her why did she strangle herself.”

“Then I realised she was dead,” he said
and claimed he panicked but tried to
administer CPR before he “went insane.”
“I panicked,” he revealed in one of the
messages. “I knew if I called anyone I’d
never see her again. I wanted to spend more
time with her. The only reason I ended up
putting her in a sleeping bag was because
my Rottweiler and two cats were there. I
wasn’t in my right mind.”
Despite Lee’s claims, gardai were satisfied he had strangled Joanne and charged
him with her murder.
Pretty Joanne, who was affectionately
known as ‘Jo Jo’, had been staying with her
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TOLD PAL BEFORE DEATH
ESTRANGED:
Joanne Ball
with Keith
Lee before
their split
last October

DEVASTATED: Joanne Ball’s uncle, John Curry,
said her family will not grieve for killer Keith Lee

‘Coward
who will
not be
missed’
EXCLUSIVE
■ Paul HEALY

News Reporter
THE heartbroken uncle of murdered Joanne
Ball has said he hopes her killer husband
Keith Lee “burns in hell”.
Speaking exclusively to The Star last night,
devastated John Curry said Joanne’s family
won’t grieve Keith Lee.
He branded the deranged killer a “coward”
— after he took his own life in a Mountjoy
Prison cell yesterday.
“We don’t give a f**k about Keith, hope he
burns in hell, he will not be missed” he said.
“He took his life as a coward and would not
stand up to be counted. He is only a fucking
b*stard.”
Joanne’s uncle John said for him, the news

MURDER INQUIRY:
Gardai at the flat where
the body of Joanne
Ball (centre) was found
and (right) Keith Lee in
wheelchair at court

TOMORROW: KILLER’S CRAZED KIDNAP CLAIMS
parents Dermot and Catherine after she
and Lee split and moved out of their rented
accommodation in Garristown, on the
Dublin/Meath border. She was last “positively” seen on February 5.
H e r b o dy w a s fo u n d i n h o r r i f i c
circumstances, wrapped in a sleeping bag
and hidden in a wardrobe, on Thursday,
February 15 — two days after she was
reported missing by family.
Gardai located her car outside a flat in
Ranelagh and they broke into the flat after
being refused entry.
It was at that stage Lee, who was the main
suspect in her murder before he was

charged, jumped out of a third-floor window of the property, breaking his two
ankles in the impact with the ground.
He then pulled a Stanley knife out and
started to cut his arms.

Blade

In chats with friends he claimed he jumped
out of the window when gardai arrived at
the flat to “die.”
“People think I jumped out of the window
to get away. I did it to die. That’s why I
brought a Stanley blade in my pocket — in
case the fall didn’t kill me.
“Slit both wrists — didn’t f**king work

either,” he wrote.
Joanne had been in a relationship with
Lee for 10 years before they got married
several years ago.
The couple split last October because, as
he told friends, he “got nicked” for a suspected drugs offence.
However, he was never charged with any
offence and had no previous convictions.
At the time of Joanne’s death, gardai had
suspected she had gone to the south city flat
to confront him about an alleged affair.
However, Lee claimed to friends they had
met up because “we were trying to sort
things out.”

TRIBUTE: Joanne’s mam Catherine’s tattoo
of Lee’s death brings him some solace in that
her family now won’t have to face a lengthy
trial.
“Oh my God the bastard is gone for good.
(He) saved the family from going to court.”

Tattoo

Tragic Joanne is survived by her mother
Catherine, father Dermot and brothers
Gerard, Dermot and sisters Jillian and
Jennifer — who hail from her family home
near Garristown, Co Meath.
Last month, to remember her daughter, a
devastated Catherine revealed on social
media a new tattoo of the name ‘Joanne’ on
her arm.
It comes after Joanne’s sister Jennifer also
got a tattoo with her sister’s nickname ‘Jo Jo’.
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