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‘AMERICAN HISTORY X’ CASE

SAVAGE KILLER 
POSES 

ON DAY 
OUT AFTER
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BRUTAL: Smirking 
Moran on visit to see
relatives last weekend

    5 YEARSATTACKED: Murder 
victim Martin Brophy

Drug 
lord 
jailed 
for 
years

Conor 
‘eyeing 
a deal’

jailed 
32

A DRUG lord who 
smuggled millions 
of euro worth of 
cocaine and 
cannabis into 
Ireland has been 
jailed for 32 years.

James Mulvey 
(42) — a cousin of 
slain Kinahan 
enforcer Gerard 
‘Hatchet’ Kavanagh 
— was sentenced 
in the UK.

PAGES 6&7
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SENTENCE: Mulvey

CONOR McGregor’s 
legal team have not 
ruled out a plea 
deal in his New 
York court case — 
which could see the 
star take an anger 
management class.

IN COURT: McGregor

Murder victim’s family shocked as lifer visits town SEE 
PAGES 

4&5

A KILLER who stamped 
his victim to death in an 
‘American History X’ 
attack has been pictured 
grinning during time out 
of prison — just five 
years into his life term.

Victim Martin Brophy’s 
family were outraged that 
murderer William Moran 
had been in their area.
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CRAZED PSYCHO 

A MOTHER-OF-THREE has been charged 
with endangerment of the life of a garda who 
was dragged about 50 metres after he was hit 
by a car in Dublin.

Christina Joyce (30), with an address at a 
hostel on Harcourt Street in Dublin 2, faced 
additional, more serious charges when she 
appeared in Dublin District Court yesterday 
— including intentionally or recklessly driv-

ing at Garda Thomas Gallagher 
causing substantial risk of 

death or serious harm.
The alleged incident hap-

pened just before 11am on 
April 9 on Macken Street in 
south Dublin when Garda 
Gallagher who was on check-

point duty was allegedly hit 
and dragged about 50 metres as 

he attempted to stop a light 
grey Volvo XC90. 

Assault
He was taken to hospital where he was 

treated for non-life threatening injuries.
Ms Joyce was initially charged with six 

offences, including dangerous driving and 
assault causing harm to Garda Gallagher.

Fifteen additional charges were brought 
against her yesterday, including endanger-
ment of Garda Gallagher’s life, failing to 
keep the car stationary and remain at the 
scene, driving with no licence or insurance, 
dangerous driving and resisting arrest.

Judge Simms remanded Ms Joyce in custody 
to appear again on June 15. 

Mum on 
danger to 
garda rap 

Tot ‘had 
fractures 
to ribs’
THE trial of a Cavan child-minder accused of 
causing serious harm to a baby has heard the 
infant had fractured ribs when she was 
admitted to hospital for seizures.

On the second day of the trial of Sandra 
Higgins (37), consultant 

paediatrician Dr Christopher 
Hobbs read from hospital 
reports detailing the baby’s 
injuries. These included 
brain haemorrhages, facial 
bruising, detached retinas 
and rib fractures.

Abuse
Dr Hobbs, a UK expert in 

physical signs of child 
abuse, told the jury that a 

radiologist’s report showed rib fractures on 
both of the baby’s sides that could have been 
at least seven to 10 days old.

Ms Higgins of The Beeches, Drumgola 
Wood, Cavan, has pleaded not guilty to 
intentionally or recklessly causing serious 
harm to the 10-month-old baby at the 
accused’s home on March 28, 2012.

The trial, which is scheduled to last for 
three weeks, continues before Judge Pauline 
Codd and a jury of five women and seven 
men.

� Tom TUITE

� Aoife Nic ARDGHAIL

Higgins (37), consultant 
paediatrician Dr Christopher 

Hobbs read from hospital 
reports detailing the baby’s 
injuries. These included 
brain haemorrhages, facial 
bruising, detached retinas 
and rib fractures.
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Head-stamp 
family after 

THE family of a man who was 
brutally murdered five years 
ago have revealed their shock 
that his killer has already been 
allowed spend time out of 
prison.

Relatives of murdered Martin Brophy 
said they felt “disrespected, shocked 
and outraged” that they only discov-
ered through friends that his killer 
William Moran was in their locality 
last weekend visiting family members 
— despite serving a life sentence.

Twisted Moran had stamped on his 
victim’s head during a brutal assault 
while boasting: “This is out of 
American History X.”

Moran (23) — who was sentenced to 
the mandatory life in prison for the 
horrific murder of 22-year-old Martin 
in May 2012 — was let out of prison on 
Sunday for four hours to visit his family 
in his hometown of Waterford in what 
is termed an ‘escorted custodial visit’.

His murder victim’s family also live 
in Waterford where the murder took 
place at the old Institute of Technology.

Moran, of Connolly Place in the city, 
had pleaded not guilty to the murder 
charge.

Boot
However, he was found guilty after a 

five-week trial in 2015 during which 
evidence was given that Moran boasted 
while killing Martin that ‘This is out of 
American History X’ before stamping 
on his head with his Timberland boot.

The trial heard Martin, who was 
known as ‘Skip’, was sleeping on a step 
in the old WIT when Moran and anoth-
er man arrived. Evidence was given 
Moran woke Martin and dragged him 
before kicking him in the head.

A message sent from the Facebook 
page of Moran on May 20, 2012, said: “I 
gave that fella a bad one. He said he 
was gonna slit my cousin’s throat — I 
think he is dead, no word of a lie.”

Mr Brophy was found dead lying in a 
pool of blood. Next to the body was a 
blood-stained metal locker and part of 
a concrete block, which was also 
stained with blood.

The Deputy State Pathologist at the 
time, Dr Khalid Jabbar, testified that 
Mr Brophy died of blunt force trauma 
to the head which could have been due 
to kicking, stamping or stomping.

Yesterday, an upset Trina Coade, a 
sister of murdered Martin, expressed 
her outrage that a relative had to 

‘AMERICAN HISTORY X’ KILLER’S SMILING PICS 
VICTIM’S FAMILY OUTRAGED AT BRUTE’S DAY OUT

EXCLUSIVE
� Nicola DONNELLY
   News Reporter

inform her that her brother’s killer 
was out of prison — as photographs of 
Moran alongside several people and a 
young child, started to emerge on 
social media on Sunday.

“We just couldn’t believe that the 
man who brutally murdered my broth-
er was out in Waterford visiting his 
family,” a tearful Trina told The Star.

“His family can easily visit him in 
prison whereas all we have is a grave 
to visit Martin.

“Martin can’t come to any family 
celebrations anymore because of this 
man and he should be doing his time 
in prison and not be let out until he 
has served his time.”

She also expressed her outrage that 
her family were not made aware that 
there is a list that the contact details 
of victims of crimes can be voluntarily 
placed on — so they can be informed 
of significant sentence management 
issues in relation to persons who are in 
custody in relation to a crime commit-
ted against them.

“We only discovered this ourselves 
after we rang the Victim Liaison 
Officer as soon as we heard Moran was 
visiting family. We are now on the list,” 
Trina said.

“But we shouldn’t be finding out 
after he has been out on an escorted 
custodial visit. We should be entitled 
to know.”

Moran’s brother Craig clarified the 
situation with local radio station WLR 
yesterday — saying his brother 
William was “entitled to a visit”

“He has certain entitlements and has 
two outside visits a year to see family,” 
Craig told WLR Radio.

“It was a visit behind closed doors in 
the church in Ballybeg. He had five 
prison officers with him.”

He denied Moran — who has already 
spent six years in prison including on 
remand awaiting the trial — was 
“going around town with his friends”.

He said family members put the pho-
tographs of Moran’s visit on social 
media for other family members to see.

He also said he can understand 
Martin Brophy’s family’s upset and 
anger but “it’s part of the justice sys-

RELEASE: William 
Moran (left) out of 
prison with family 
last weekend in 
Waterford city

STAMPED ON: 
Murdered Martin 
Brophy with his 
then girlfriend 
Mary Smith 

Head-stamp Head-stamp 
family after family after 
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I’d beat 
Trump 
in race

Foxx in 
assault 
claims

VIEW: Alec Baldwin

ACCUSED: Jamie Foxx

ACTOR Alec 
Baldwin believes 
he would “1,000 
per cent beat” 
Donald Trump if 
he ran for president 
in 2020.

The actor has 
become known for 
his parody version 
of the US president 
on US comedy 
show Saturday 
Night Live — and 
has now revealed 
his confidence in 
achieving victory 
over the man 
himself.

Win
The 60-year-old 

star insisted: “If I 
ran, I would win. I 
would absolutely 
win. 1,000 per cent 
I would win.

“It would be the 
funniest, most 
exciting, most 
crazy campaign.”

ACTOR Jamie Foxx 
is being accused of 
slapping a woman in 
her face with his 
penis during a Las 
Vegas party in 2002.

The woman told 
police the Ray 
Oscar-winner (50) 
tried to get her to 
perform oral sex on 
him — and when she 
refused, he hit her 
with his penis.

Assault
She said that after 

the alleged assault 
one of Foxx’s friends 
asked her to leave, 
and the following 
day she went to hos-
pital in Los Angeles 
with a “severe panic 
attack”.

The accuser 
claimed the #MeToo 
movement inspired 
her to go to police, 
where the incident is 
listed as open.

CRAZED PSYCHO LET OUT OF PRISON

‘lifer’ visits his
just five years

tem to get a visit to family”.
Craig also said he is really sorry 

Martin was murdered as it “ruined 
my life and my family’s life too. But 
it’s out of my control.”

A source told The Star it is not 
uncommon for escorted custodial 
visits to families by prisoners — 
including murderers serving life.

Escort
“The victim’s family don’t have to be 

notified,” the source said. “It’s not 
unusual as it’s not temporary release. 
It’s an escorted custodial visit for a 
few hours.”

A spokesperson for the Irish Prison 
Service (IPS) told The Star they 
cannot comment on individual cases.

In a statement, the IPS said: “It 
wouldn’t be unusual after five years 
for prison service to consider an escort 
for integration to maintain relation-
ships with an offender’s family is an 

absolutely vital part of the whole 
rehabilitation process.

“We employ a Victim Liaison Service 
and the details are available on the 
Irish Prison Service website.

“We don’t have the details of victims 
of crime or their families. What 
we do have is a system 
where the victims of 
crime can volunteer to 
sign up to our Victim 
Liaison Service, 
provide us with 
their contact 
details and then 
we can keep them 
informed of 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
s e n t e n c e 
management issues 
in relation to persons 
who are in custody in 
relation to a crime 
committed against them.”

TWISTED BOAST: William 
Moran — pictured while 
out of prison — had 
sent a message on 
Facebook about how he 
‘gave that fella a bad one’

ENTITLED: William 
Moran (right) was 
allowed out of jail 
last weekend under 
Irish Prison Service 
rules for prisoners

“We don’t have the details of victims 
of crime or their families. What 
we do have is a system 
where the victims of 
crime can volunteer to 
sign up to our Victim 
Liaison Service, 

s e n t e n c e 
management issues 
in relation to persons 
who are in custody in 
relation to a crime 
committed against them.”

SAVAGE ASSAULT:
Gardai at the scene 
in 2012 and (right) 
scene from movie 
American History X

‘lifer’ visits his
just five yearsjust five yearsjust five years
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BLASTED IN HIS CAR

TEARS flowed freely 
yesterday as mourners 
gathered in their thousands 
in Limerick to pay respects 
to Dolores O’Riordan, ahead 
of her funeral tomorrow.

The Cranberries singer, a 
native of Ballybricken, died 
at the age of 46 last week.

Tears for proud 
daughter of 

Limerick

■ PAGES 6&7

GRIEF: Coffin 
of Dolores 
O’Riordan at 
memorial in 
Limerick

 Hutch’s fury as 
nephew shot dead

 Hitman killed 
his uncle as well

ANGER: Gerry Hutch

I’LL GET 
OBA IT!
IRISH WONDER TEEN

HAD GOAL-DEN CHANCE

TRIBUTES: Dolores 
O’Riordan was 
mourned by old

friends (inset left) in
Limerick yesterday

DUNPHY
EXCLUSIVE

HAD GOAL-DEN CHANCE

DUNPHYDUNPHY
EXCLUSIVEEXCLUSIVE

20-PAGE
SOCCER PULLOUT

ANGER: Gerry HutchANGER: Gerry HutchANGER: Gerry HutchANGER: Gerry HutchANGER: Gerry HutchANGER: Gerry HutchANGER: Gerry HutchMONK:  
THEY’RE 
ANIMALS LAST PICTURE... 

24 HOURS LATER 
HE WAS DEAD

Tragedy 
strikes 
abroad

SEE PAGE TWO

BLASTED IN HIS CARBLASTED IN HIS CAR

Limerick

VICTIM: Paramedics 
work on Derek Hutch 

(left) after he was shot 
near Cloverhill Prison

SEE PAGES 4&5

SEE
BACK
PAGE

SEE PAGES 70&71 
STARTS
PAGE 27

� Laura COLGAN in Limerick
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OUTRAGE AFTER 14TH   SLAYING IN GANG WAR

THE MAD MONK

■ Hutch’s fury as 
nephew becomes 
latest feud victim

■ Gardai probe 
whether killers put 
GPS tracker on car

■ ‘Hit suspect 
also shot Eddie 
Hutch Sr dead’

FURIOUS Gerry ‘The Monk’ Hutch 
has branded the Kinahans
“animals” — after his nephew 
became the fourth member of the 
family shot dead in a feud with the 
drugs cartel.

Petty criminal Derek Coakley Hutch 
(27) was sitting in a white Toyota Agyo 

car outside a house at Bridgeview 
Halting Site in Clondalkin, West 

Dublin at around 3pm on Saturday 
when a lone gunman approached 
the car and shot him twice in 
the head and once in the arm.

And his death has left his 
uncle, ‘The Monk’, devastated 

and furious, according to sources.
“Gerry was very close to young Derek 

and he has been left furious and devastated 
by the killing,” a source told The Star.

“He went nuts when he heard of the shoot-
ing dead of Derek and called the Kinahans 

‘animals’. The Kinahans won’t stop until the 
Hutchs are wiped out.”

The Kinahan hitman suspected of murdering 

Derek is also a suspect for the murder of his 
uncle Eddie Hutch in 2016, we can reveal.

The suspect, in his late 20s, is from the 
north inner city and had been considered 
by many members of the Hutch gang as 
a good friend before the Kinahan-
Hutch feud began.

Device
Gardai are also probing whether 

the car Coakley Hutch was driving 
on the day had been fitted with a 
GPS tracking device to lead the 
gunman to his whereabouts or 
whether the deceased man was 
betrayed bysomeone who knew where 
he would be on the day.

His death has brought to 14 the number 
of victims of the Kinahan-Hutch feud — 12 of 
which have been Hutch associates.

Derek is believed to have been shot at
point-blank range while he was involved in a 
“drugs throw” into nearby Cloverhill and 
Wheatfield Prison.

He had been waiting in a car for two of his 
associates, one believed to be a relative, to 
return when he was shot by the gunman.

The two associates returned to the car soon 
after they heard gun shots.

Early indications are that Coakley 
Hutch’s foot hit the accelerator while he 

was being shot and the white Toyota 
he was in lurched forward onto the 
green area in the halting site.

A shoe found near the scene 
belonged to one of the two men
travelling with Coakley Hutch and 
not the hitman as originally 
believed, gardai have confirmed.
The murder is also believed to have 

been a result of heightened tensions 
with the Kinahans over the Patrick 

Hutch trial which is currently ongoing 
at the Special Criminal Court.

Patrick Hutch (25), from Champion’s 
Avenue, Dublin 1, has pleaded not guilty to the 
murder of Kinahan gangster David Byrne at 

� Nicola DONNELLY
EXCLUSIVE

RESPONSE: Emergency 
services work on Derek 
Coakley Hutch after he 
was shot three times

Pic: Mick O’Neill

The suspect, in his late 20s, is from the 
north inner city and had been considered 
by many members of the Hutch gang as 
a good friend before the Kinahan-

whether the deceased man was 
betrayed bysomeone who knew where 

His death has brought to 14 the number 
of victims of the Kinahan-Hutch feud — 12 of 

after they heard gun shots.
Early indications are that Coakley 
Hutch’s foot hit the accelerator while he 

was being shot and the white Toyota 
he was in lurched forward onto the 
green area in the halting site.

belonged to one of the two men
travelling with Coakley Hutch and 
not the hitman as originally 
believed, gardai have confirmed.

been a result of heightened tensions 
with the Kinahans over the Patrick 

Hutch trial which is currently ongoing 
at the Special Criminal Court.

Patrick Hutch (25), from Champion’s 

SLAUGHTER: 
Gerry Hutch 
at funeral of 
brother Eddie 
(right) in 2016
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OUTRAGE AFTER 14TH   SLAYING IN GANG WAR

THE MAD MONKMONKMONKMONK SHOOTING: Floral tributes at scene of murder

A GRANDMOTHER who came to the aid of 
the latest victim of the Kinahan/Hutch feud 
has told how she prayed over him and held 
his hand as he lay dying in his car.

The woman, who is in her 50s and did not 
want to be identified, told The Star she ran 
out of her house in the Bridgeview Halting 
Site in Clondalkin to the car in which 
Derek Coakley Hutch was shot.

“He was slumped at the wheel. There was 
a lot of blood around and I felt for his pulse 
which was very faint,” she said.

“I then sat with him and held his hand 
and said prayers for him. He’s someone’s 
son. After a minute or two I knew he was 
gone.”

Gardai believe petty criminal Coakley 
Hutch was shot at point blank range at 
around 3pm while he was involved in a 
drugs run to nearby Cloverhill and 
Wheatfield Prison.

He is the 14th person to lose their life as a 
result of Ireland’s 
deadliest gangland 
feud.

The grandmother 
said she stayed 
with the body of 
the 27-year-old 
father-of-two until 
gardai and para-
medics arrived.

She said she did 
not hear any gun 
shots because her 
house was noisy 
because it was 
“full of grandchildren” on Saturday.

But she was alerted to the shooting when 
her son, who was bringing his four-day-old 
baby to hospital for a check up, ran into her 
house shouting “someone’s been shot”.

Hospital
“My son was just about to get into his car 

to bring the baby to hospital when the 
shooting happened,” she said. “They were 
lucky they weren’t caught up in it.”

Immediately, she ran out of her house and 
went over to the white Toyota Agyo car 
Coakley Hutch was sitting in.

“It was awful. There was a lot of blood 
around. What else could I go but hold his 
hand and pray,” she said.

She said the victim’s mother, Noeleen, who 
is a sister-in-law of Gerry ‘The Monk’ 
Hutch, came into her house on Saturday 
evening to be with her son.

“She came in to talk with me. She was in 
a state of shock and so upset,” she said.

Yesterday, the halting site remained
cornered off with Garda tape while the 
Garda Technical Unit and Forensics
continued their analysis of the crime scene.

‘I HELD 
VICTIM’S 
HAND AS 
HE DIED’

‘He was 
slumped 
at wheel 
...there 

was a lot 
of blood’

� Nicola DONNELLY

the Regency Hotel on February 5, 2016.
Gardai at Lucan Garda Station have 

appealed to members of the public who may 
have information, in particular those with 
dashcams and may have been in the area of 
Cloverhill Road, Clondalkin between 1.30pm 
and 3.10pm on Saturday, to come forward.

Superintendent John Gordon said gardai do 
not know yet how many people were involved 
in the incident.

“The victim is from the north inner city, 
originally Buckingham Street. The family 
were at the scene yesterday afternoon with 
gardai,” said Supt Gordon.

Cars
He also appealed for information about the 

movements of two cars. The first is a black 
Volkswagen Golf with registration 05-CE-
1675, which the gunman is understood to have 
fled the scene in and which was found on fire 
at Crag Avenue in Dublin 22.

Gardai are also asking the public for
information on a black Toyota Avensis with 
the registration 04-D-72956, which was 
found burnt out at Snowdrop Walk in 
Darndale, north Dublin at 6.25pm.

FAMILY ANGUISH: Derek’s mother Noeleen Coakley Hutch being comforted at 
her home on Buckingham Street; (inset) Anthony Fitzgerald (left) with his father 
‘Whacker’ leaving her home and (right) cousin Ross Hutch at the house

HORROR: Scene (also below) and (inset below) burnt out VW Golf

GUNNED DOWN: Derek Coakley Hutch seen in 
Dublin last Friday — 24 hours later he was dead

LAST 
PICTURE
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JOANNE 
KILLER’S   
MESSAGES

SUICIDE BEFORE MURDER TRIAL
 ‘I held her 

for four days 
after she died’

 ‘I was on
drugs.. to me 
she was alive’ 

 ‘I wanted to 
die at house’

CELL 
DEATH: 
Killer Keith 
Lee with
Joanne

SEE PAGES 4&5

KILLER Keith Lee told pals 
he held the body of his 
dead wife Joanne for four 
days while in a drug haze.

The body of Lee, who had been 
charged with the murder of 
Joanne, was found in his Mountjoy 
jail cell after he took his own life.

FREE
GRAND NATIONAL
SWEEPSTAKE KIT

� Nicola DONNELLY
EXCLUSIVE
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MURDER accused Keith Lee told pals he 
spent four days sitting with his dead wife’s 
body and holding her hand — while bingeing 
on cocaine and ketamine.

The murder suspect — who took his own life in 
prison yesterday — gave friends a detailed account of 
what he claimed happened in the flat where Joanne 
Ball was found strangled, wrapped in a sleeping bag 
and dumped in the wardrobe in February.
 The Star can reveal that Lee spent four days with 
Joanne Ball’s lifeless body — because in his mind she 
was still alive:

We’ve learned that deranged Lee: 
- Spent four days with Ms Ball’s lifeless body holding 

her hand because in his mind she was still alive;
- Wrapped her body in a sleeping bag and stuffed her 

in a wardrobe because his dog and cats were in the flat;
- Went about his day as normal “meeting people to 

get money” after she died;
- Claimed Ms Ball strangled his “beloved” chihuahua 

dog;
- Went on a drugs bender for several days after Ms 

Ball was murdered.
The Star has also learned that Lee told prison 

officers in Dublin’s Mountjoy jail that he was worried 
he was being targeted for murder behind bars — by 
the notorious Kinahan gang, it has emerged.

Risk
Sources say that Lee had asked to be placed on pro-

tection because he was convinced the Kinahans were 
after him. He was sent to the inner city jail after he 
was remanded in custody when he was charged with 
Joanne’s murder last month — and immediately asked 
to be placed on protection.

Sources have told The Star that Lee claimed he was 
at risk from the Kinahan cartel — which has more 
than 40 prisoners locked up in the jail — because they 
had turned on him over the killing of Joanne.

He told them he was convinced the gang wanted him 
dead over the killing — 
and asked for help from 
authorities.

It’s understood Lee, who 
was wheelchair-bound 
after he broke his ankles 
when he jumped from a 
fourth floor window when 
gardai burst into a flat in 
Ranelagh, south Dublin 
and found Joanne’s body, 
was placed in a double 
person cell at the prison 
because of his disability.

Sources say there were 
regular checks on him — 
but he placed pillows 
under the sheets in his bed 
in the middle of the night 
to make officers think he 
was still in bed.

He also left his wheel-
chair beside his bed to add 
to the illusion that he was 
asleep — before crawling 
to another part of the cell 
and taking his own life.

His body was found by 
prison officers who went 
in to his cell to check on 
him at around 8am 
yesterday.

Three investigations are 
now underway into his 
death — one by gardai, 
one by prison authorities 

a n d  a n o t h e r  by  t h e 
independent inspector of prisons.

Lee was facing a murder charge and the case is now 
closed as gardai are not looking for anyone else in 
relation to Joanne’s death.

The case is now formally declared as detected. 
The murder suspect gave friends a detailed account 

of what he claimed happened in the flat where Joanne 
Ball was found strangled, wrapped in a sleeping bag 
and dumped in the wardrobe in February.

Cable
He intended to say in his defence to a charge of mur-

dering his 38-year-old estranged wife that she took 
her own life by tying a cable around her neck despite 
his attempts to save her.

The 42 year-old also claimed he then jumped through 
a window as gardai burst in the door in a bid to kill 
himself — not to escape.

In a chilling account of the days that followed Joanne’s 
death, he told how he sat with her lifeless body, holding 
her hand and refusing to believe she was dead.

At one point he went about as normal “meeting peo-
ple to get money for them to move away” despite the 
fact that Joanne lay dead in the flat in Dublin’s 
Ranelagh and a Garda search was underway for her.

Lee said he believed if he called emergency services 
he would never see his estranged wife again and in his 
mind, she was still alive.

In disturbing messages, seen by The Star — which 
were sent by Lee to friends prior to him being charged 
with his wife’s murder — the 42-year-old father-of-
one said he believed he was going to be charged with 
involuntary manslaughter and obstruction as he 

WHAT PARANOID KILLER   TOLD PAL BEFORE DEATH

I held onto 
her hand for 
4 days after 
she died... I 
thought she 
was still alive MURDERED: Joanne Ball

would allege Joanne died accidently.
He then alleged to friends how he would 

be maintaining that Joanne died. 
He claimed he lost his mind and panicked 

when his wife “tied a cable tie around her 
neck,” after he said she strangled his 
“beloved” chihuahua by accident.

“I hadn’t slept in nearly a week and was 
lashing ket and white into me. I tried to 
save her and people think I murdered her. 
It’s f***king hell.”

Neck
“I was trying to give the dog CPR,” he 

wrote. “I turned around and she had a 
cable tie around her neck. I had to jump 
over the arm of the sofa to try and grab the 
cable but pulled it tighter.”

He then admitted he “snapped and 
grabbed Joanne by her neck and shook her 
“crying and asking her why did she stran-
gle herself.”

“Then I realised she was dead,” he said 
and claimed he panicked but tried to 
administer CPR before he “went insane.”

“I panicked,” he revealed in one of the 
messages. “I knew if I called anyone I’d 
never see her again. I wanted to spend more 
time with her. The only reason I ended up 
putting her in a sleeping bag was because 
my Rottweiler and two cats were there. I 
wasn’t in my right mind.”

Despite Lee’s claims, gardai were satis-
fied he had strangled Joanne and charged 
him with her murder.

Pretty Joanne, who was affectionately 
known as ‘Jo Jo’, had been staying with her 
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WHAT PARANOID KILLER   TOLD PAL BEFORE DEATH

THE heartbroken uncle of murdered Joanne 
Ball has said he hopes her killer husband 
Keith Lee “burns in hell”.

Speaking exclusively to The Star last night, 
devastated John Curry said Joanne’s family 
won’t grieve Keith Lee.

He branded the deranged killer a “coward” 
— after he took his own life in a Mountjoy 
Prison cell yesterday.

“We don’t give a f**k about Keith, hope he 
burns in hell, he will not be missed” he said.

“He took his life as a coward and would not 
stand up to be counted. He is only a fucking 
b*stard.”

Joanne’s uncle John said for him, the news 

of Lee’s death brings him some solace in that 
her family now won’t have to face a lengthy 
trial.

“Oh my God the bastard is gone for good. 
(He) saved the family from going to court.”

Tattoo
Tragic Joanne is survived by her mother 

Catherine, father Dermot and brothers 
Gerard, Dermot and sisters Jillian and 
Jennifer — who hail from her family home 
near Garristown, Co Meath.

Last month, to remember her daughter, a 
devastated Catherine revealed on social 
media a new tattoo of the name ‘Joanne’ on 
her arm.

It comes after Joanne’s sister Jennifer also 
got a tattoo with her sister’s nickname ‘Jo Jo’.

DEVASTATED: Joanne Ball’s uncle, John Curry, 
said her family will not grieve for killer Keith Lee

‘Coward 
who will 
not be 
missed’

parents Dermot and Catherine after she 
and Lee split and moved out of their rented 
accommodation in Garristown, on the 
Dublin/Meath border. She was last “posi-
tively” seen on February 5. 

Her bo dy was found in  horr if ic 
circumstances, wrapped in a sleeping bag 
and hidden in a wardrobe, on Thursday, 
February 15 — two days after she was 
reported missing by family.

Gardai located her car outside a flat in 
Ranelagh and they broke into the flat after 
being refused entry.

It was at that stage Lee, who was the main 
suspect in her murder before he was 

charged, jumped out of a third-floor win-
dow of the property, breaking his two 
ankles in the impact with the ground. 

He then pulled a Stanley knife out and 
started to cut his arms.

Blade
In chats with friends he claimed he jumped 

out of the window when gardai arrived at 
the flat to “die.”

“People think I jumped out of the window 
to get away. I did it to die. That’s why I 
brought a Stanley blade in my pocket — in 
case the fall didn’t kill me.

“Slit both wrists — didn’t f**king work 

either,” he wrote.
Joanne had been in a relationship with 

Lee for 10 years before they got married 
several years ago. 

The couple split last October because, as 
he told friends, he “got nicked” for a sus-
pected drugs offence. 

However, he was never charged with any 
offence and had no previous convictions.

At the time of Joanne’s death, gardai had 
suspected she had gone to the south city flat 
to confront him about an alleged affair. 

However, Lee claimed to friends they had 
met up because “we were trying to sort 
things out.”

ESTRANGED: 
Joanne Ball 
with Keith 
Lee before 
their split 
last October

MURDER INQUIRY: 
Gardai at the flat where 
the body of Joanne 
Ball (centre) was found 
and (right) Keith Lee in 
wheelchair at court

TRIBUTE: Joanne’s mam Catherine’s tattoo
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