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All together now Koreans sing and hold unification flags at the opening ceremony of the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea, yesterday. 

Hard Brexit ‘to cost €18bn’
Report predicts Ireland will be worst hit in EU
Jennifer Bray
Ireland Deputy Political Editor

A hard Brexit could cost the Irish economy €18 billion, result in thousands of
job losses and lead to the cost of the
trade of goods to the UK rising by more
than 30 per cent, an unreleased government report shows.
In the starkest assessment provided to
the Irish government to date, the report
is understood to warn that the economy
will suffer in all future trade scenarios,
even after regulatory alignment.
The report, which is expected to influence the country’s negotiating position,
has been prepared by Copenhagen
Economics, one of the top 21 economic

consultancies in the world, and will be
distributed to government ministers at a
Brexit meeting on Monday.
A source in the Department of Foreign Affairs told The Times that ministers are expected to be told that Ireland
will be worst affected by Brexit among
all the European Union countries,
including the UK. The study looked at
the potential overall effect of Brexit on
the economy under four possible Brexit
scenarios: an EEA type scenario, similar
to Norway; a customs union type; a free
trade agreement scenario; and a no-deal
World Trade Organisation (WTO)
scenario, regarded as the worst possible
option for Ireland.
Under the last scenario, GDP is ex-

pected to be 7 per cent lower by 2030
than would otherwise have been the
case, sources said. This equates to about
€18 billion, according to one estimate.
Sources added that under a customs
union scenario, where there would be
some customs regulations and “slight
regulatory divergence”, GDP would
drop by 4.3 per cent by 2030. The same
is likely be true for a foreign trade agreement scenario. The best hope for Ireland
is an EEA type scenario, similar to the
arrangements the EU has with Norway.
Under this plan, GDP would be 2.8 per
cent lower by the end of the next decade
than if Brexit had not happened.
The report, commissioned by the Department of Business, is understood to

outline how, even with no regulatory divergence between the UK and EU, Irish
exports will have higher trade costs. A
well-placed source said this could be in
the region of 8 per cent. Under the
worst-case scenario, trade costs could
increase by more than 30 per cent.
The report estimates that if trade reverts to WTO rules about 12,400 jobs
would be lost in the agri-food sector,
more than 6,000 jobs would be lost in
construction and more than 1,000 in
retail and air transport, said a source
who has seen the document and who
emphasised that those jobs are expected
to be reallocated to other sectors.
The warnings come as Irish officials
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T O D AY ’ S E D I T I O N
Adams: I regret
Troubles deaths

‘Cocaine’ lawyer
on high pay list

Safety levels at
MMA criticised

Gerry Adams, who
stands down as Sinn
Féin president today,
has said that he does
not care how history
will judge him. He
regretted that anyone
was killed during the
Troubles, particularly
by the IRA. 

Aonghus McCarthy,
the lawyer caught with
cocaine in his wallet at
Mountjoy prison, is
one of the best-paid
criminal legal aid
solicitors in the
country, according to
figures from the justice
department. 

Shane Ross, the sports
minister, has accused
mixed martial arts
organisers in Ireland
of “deliberately
dragging their feet” on
establishing safety
standards after the
death of a fighter in
2016. 

COMMENT

Broadcasters are convinced that they must
present news in the style of entertainment
SARAH CAREY, PAGE 22

Sisi sends in
tanks to Sinai

Drumm denies
fraud allegation

Grobler set for
Munster debut

President Sisi has
deployed the largest
army in Africa against
jihadists in North Sinai
and the Nile delta,
launching Egypt’s
biggest counterterrorism operation
weeks before he seeks
re-election. 

David Drumm, the
former Anglo Irish
Bank chief executive,
has denied arranging
dishonest or
fraudulent transfers to
boost the lender’s
books in the months
before it went bust, a
court was told.

Gerbrandt Grobler, the
Munster player who
has served a two-year
ban for a doping
offence, is poised to
make his first-team
debut off the bench
against Zebre this
evening at Thomond
Park. 
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1 Primary location of Caecilius,
Epicurus and all who tend
fl owerbeds (2,5)
5 Nosco, non stulta sum (4)
7 All on your own, you put in place
(5)
8 Highly, loftily (recordare angelos
dicentes pastoribus) (7)
10 This affair is in dire straits (3)
11 Ubi pastores Vergiliani cantant
(2,7)
13 Traveller, wayfarer (6)
14 Scattered, distracted or delayed
men (nom. pl.) (6)
17 More sharply, more bitingly (comp.
adv.) (9)
19 One at the same time as Ms Stubbs
(3)
20 She healed and made better,
curavit (7)
22 It surges or swells (5)
23 Mine, my man (4)
24 Armed men (dat.), eg non erat ____
aequum concurrere nudas, Ovid
Ars Am. 3.5 (7)

Catherine Sanz Ireland Reporter

The absolute ban on asylum seekers
working in Ireland is unconstitutional,
the Supreme Court ruled yesterday.
The government’s solution to the
judgment, which was expected after a
ruling last May, has been criticised by
politicians, activists and industry chiefs
because it excludes certain employment areas such as hospitality, transport, retail, and childcare. Jobs sought
by asylum seekers must also pay a minimum of €30,000 per year and normal
work permit fees of up to €1,000 would
not be waived by the government.
The ruling stemmed from a case
brought by a Rohingya man who spent
eight years in direct provision before
gaining refugee status in 2016. He said
being denied access to employment
caused him to be depressed.
Last May, the Supreme Court found
that “work is connected to the dignity
and freedom of the individual” and is
something that the constitution seeks
to promote.
It concluded that a right to work was
a part of the human personality that

cannot be withheld absolutely from
non-citizens.
The government was effectively put
on notice that the court would declare
the absolute ban to be unconstitutional
and it should prepare to allow asylum
seekers the right to work. It announced
last month that it intended to opt into
an EU directive but has not specified
the extent of labour market access asylum seekers would be afforded.
In the meantime, it proposed a default position under the terms of the
Employment Permits Act 2003.
Charlie Flanagan, the justice minister, said an implementation group will
determine the “appropriate sectors”
that asylum seekers can seek work in
under the EU directive, expected to be
in force in June. “Factors taken into account will include the skills profile of
the current qualifying cohort and any
labour market gaps,” he said.
Protests against the restrictions were
held around the country on Thursday.
Much of the criticism directed against
the government yesterday concerned
its failure to implement legislation to
broaden the criteria of the employment

permit. Nick Henderson, chief executive of the Irish Refugee Council, said
the government did not have to narrow
access to the labour sector and most EU
states had more lenient employment
options. “Restricting the right to particular professions is also optional. In our
view it is unnecessary and will undermine the essence of the right,” he added.
Fiona O’Loughlin, Fianna Fáil
spokeswoman on immigration, said the
interim measures proposed were unsatisfactory. She said it was disappointing that the government did not act on
the time the Supreme Court gave it to
devise a more appropriate solution.
“The provisions are clearly designed
to prevent asylum seekers from working, especially when you consider that
they currently have a meagre weekly
allowance of €21.60,” she added.
The permit will restrict access to lowlevel culinary jobs. Adrian Cummins,
chief of the Restaurants Association of
Ireland, said every effort needed to be
made to allow asylum seekers to gain
employment. “The Irish restaurant sector currently needs 5,000 chefs per year
and is at crisis point,” he added.

Colgan has ‘case to answer’ Jury is taken
to home of
over Gate Theatre claims
Aaron Rogan Senior Ireland Reporter

O Tempora! Crossword CXXIII by Lanifica
1

Court confirms asylum seeker
work ban is unconstitutional

The board of the Gate Theatre in
Dublin has said that Michael Colgan
has “a case to answer” after 56 people
came forward with “credible and consistent” allegations of mistreatment
while he was the artistic director.
Details of a review by Gaye Cunningham, a workplace relations expert,
were published yesterday after present
and former employees, board members
and freelancers came forward to complain of dignity at work issues, abuse of
power and inappropriate behaviour relating to Mr Colgan. It made 14 recommendations, and suggested governance and policy changes to ensure that
people felt comfortable coming forward with any workplace issues.
The board last night apologised to
those who experienced the behaviours
described. Ms Cunningham said that
many of the people who contacted her
felt they had “nowhere to go”.
“We recognise that a culture existed
whereby too much power was vested in
one individual and people felt unable to
speak out and we accept that the board
had an onus to be more aware of the
culture prevailing over time,” Peter

Crowley, chairman of the board, said.
“From the time these allegations
emerged, we saw it as our responsibility
to respond as sensitively, professionally
and proactively as possible.”
Mr Crowley said that Ms Cunningham would continue to advise the Gate.
The board will release the full review
after taking legal advice. “The board is
determined to use the outcomes of the
review as a catalyst for positive change
and will see through this programme of
change,” he said. “I want to reassure the
people who came forward that their
voices have been heard and that their
participation will lead to real change in
how the Gate operates.”
Selina Cartmell, the current artistic
director, commended the bravery of
those who contributed to the review.
Mr Colgan’s behaviour during his 33
years at the Gate has been the subject of
a number of allegations of aggressive
and inappropriate behaviour by
women who worked there. In November he issued an apology in the Sunday
Independent in which he said that he
was “deeply distressed” that there had
been moments in which “through misjudged behaviour I caused upset to
some of my co-workers”.

rape suspect
Lesley Anne McKeown

A jury in the rape trial of two Irish rugby
players has visited the scene of the
alleged crime.
The jurors travelled to Oakleigh Park
in Belfast, the home of Paddy Jackson,
one of the defendants. Judge Patricia
Smyth, who is presiding over the case,
also attended.
Mr Jackson, 26, and his Ulster and
Ireland team-mate Stuart Olding, 24,
from Ardenlee Street, deny raping a
woman at the property in June 2016. Mr
Jackson denies a further charge of
sexual assault. The trial has previously
heard that the alleged attack happened
at a party in the house following a night
out at a Belfast club.
Two other men have also been returned for trial in connection with the
same incident.
Blane McIlroy, 26, from Royal Lodge
Road, Ballydollaghan, Belfast, faces one
charge of exposure. Rory Harrison, 25,
from Manse Road, Belfast, is charged
with perverting the course of justice
and withholding information. Both
men deny the charges.

Down

1 We ordered and commanded (11)
2 Femina honorata et recta (7)
3 Loca rustica incolit, ut agricola
agros incolit (9)
4 Single rodent burdens and
overwhelms (6)
5 In this way, eg ____ transit gloria
mundi (3)
6 That one, it (5)
9 People taking your breath away,
literally; interfi cientes, necantes (11)
12 Of anyone or anything (gen. sing.
pron. all genders) (9)
15 It overfl ows, eg ripis superat mi
atque ____ pectus laetitia, Plautus
Stich. 279 (7)
16 Egyptian rattles, eg Isi...per tua ____
precor, Ovid Am. 2.13.11 (6)
18 In ripis et liliis sedentes coaxamus
(5)
21 You want power (3)

Last Saturday’s O Tempora! solution is
on page 15 of Weekend

continued from page 1
Hard Brexit warning
are on high alert for a no-deal Brexit
after comments yesterday by Michel
Barnier, the EU’s chief Brexit negotiator. He said that an agreement on a
transition period to smooth Britain’s
exit from the EU was “not a given”
because of outstanding disagreements
between the EU and the UK.
Mr Barnier also warned that checks
on the border between Northern Ireland and the Republic will be “unavoidable” under Theresa May’s Brexit plans
for the UK to leave the single market
and customs union. He confirmed that
Brussels is drawing up a legal definition
of the regulatory alignment that must
continue between Northern Ireland
and the EU in order to avoid the
creation of a hard border. “We focus on
solutions to avoid [a] hard border. . . any

solution must be precise, clear and unambiguous,” Mr Barnier said. “We are
waiting for such a solution.”
London had so far provided no
proposals for the kind of technological
fix that could get round the issue, he
told a press conference in Brussels.
Brendan Howlin, leader of the Labour Party, said Mr Barnier had “confirmed our worst fears” by stating that a
UK decision to leave the single market
and customs union “would make a hard
border unavoidable”. He added: “The
taoiseach must now respond to the latest developments, which undermine
his comments before Christmas that
the commitment given by the UK was
‘politically bullet-proofed’ and was rock
solid and cast iron.”
It comes after a week of confusion
over what exactly the UK wants in
terms of its relationship with the EU.
Mr Barnier said yesterday that he had

warned David Davis, his British counterpart, that “the moment has come to
take decisions”. The UK had been expected to sketch some details at a meeting yesterday but Mr Barnier said the
British side cancelled due to a scheduling conflict. He did not elaborate.
Without a clear understanding of
what kind of post-Brexit relationship
the UK wants, EU leaders say they
might be forced to reach arrangements
similar to those made with other nonmembers and not the special agreement that London wants.
Theresa May’s government has been
adamant that the UK will be leaving the
customs union, creating further fears in
Ireland of a hard Brexit.
The Times disclosed this week that
government departments have stepped
up contingency planning, submitting
detailed proposals to the Department
of Foreign Affairs.
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Out for the count Conor McGregor, the Irish fighter, was arrested in New York after allegedly attacking a bus containing rivals. He was released on $50,000 bail. 
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‘Prepare for hard Brexit’
Government steps up contingency planning as fears grow over border
Jennifer Bray
Ireland Deputy Political Editor

The government is significantly ramping up its contingency planning for a
hard Brexit, new documents obtained
by The Times reveal.
Government departments have submitted almost 300 documents containing detailed worst case scenario plans
across all areas.
The move comes as senior officials
grow concerned at the lack of progress

in behind-the-scenes Brexit talks in
Brussels. The British negotiating team
have yet to unveil any workable new
solutions for the border, which has
brought deadlock to the talks.
An investigation by The Times reveals
how the return of physical checks on the
land border between Ireland and Northern Ireland would unleash an “eruption
of civil disobedience”.
A so-called disorderly Brexit would
see the re-emergence of a hard border.
With the talks between EU and UK ne-

gotiators poised to enter their third
week without a breakthrough, the government is scaling up its plans for a
no-deal scenario.
The Department of Transport has
submitted 54 documents to officials in
the Department of Foreign Affairs who
are co-ordinating the contingency planning. Air and freight transport would be
severely affected if there was a hard
Brexit, and new aviation policies would
be needed to ensure flights between the
UK and EU were not grounded. The De-

partment of Finance has submitted 46
documents of contingency plans. The
cost implications of a no-deal scenario
on future budgets would be drastic, it is
understood.
The Department of Business has
compiled 44 documents dealing with
what resources and potential legislation
they may need.
A study found that 75 per cent of small
and medium enterprises expect to be
impacted by Brexit over the next 18
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T O D AY ’ S E D I T I O N
Goa rape trial
under way

Jackson says
sorry for texts

Hospital beds
target ‘too low’

The trial of a man
accused of the rape
and murder of
Danielle McLaughlin
in India last year got
under way in the
tourist hotspot of Goa
yesterday. 

Paddy Jackson has
apologised for sharing
“degrading” messages
about the woman who
accused him of rape, as
some fans demanded
that he never play for
Ireland again. 

The government needs
to triple to 7,000 the
number of hospital
beds that it plans to
open to resolve
overcrowding, a
leading consultant has
warned. 

COMMENT

Party bigwigs beware — presidential
election race is not a fun run
LIAM FAY, PAGE 15

Orban poised
for poll victory

Jobs fears for
funds industry

Man City ‘were
offered Pogba’

Hungary is preparing
to vote in Viktor Orban
tomorrow for his
fourth term as
prime minister after
his anti-EU rhetoric
dominated the election
campaign. 

Failure to reform
Ireland’s investment
limited partnership
legislation could lead
to the loss of jobs and
funding, a financial
services lobby group
has warned. 

Pep Guardiola said
that he was offered
the chance to sign
Paul Pogba from
Manchester United by
Mino Raiola, the
player’s agent, in
January. 
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Former INM chief to contest
‘serious and damaging’ claims
Michael Cogley Ireland Reporter

Leslie Buckley, the former chairman of
Independent News and Media, has
pledged to defend himself “against each
and every allegation” put forward by
the state’s corporate watchdog.
The Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) applied to
appoint an inspector to investigate
INM, the country’s largest media
group, two weeks ago amid concerns of
a data breach. The ODCE has also filed
an affidavit with the High Court that
outlines a number of claims against Mr
Buckley relating to the alleged
unauthorised access of past and
present staff emails.
Since the document was presented to
the court a number of its details have
been leaked to the media, including to
two INM papers, the Irish Independent
and the Sunday Independent.
Mr Buckley said yesterday that he
was “appalled at the widespread circulation” of the ODCE’s court document.
He said the affidavit contains “the most
serious and damaging of allegations”
relating to his tenure as chairman of
INM, which came to an end last month.
“I believe that due process and fair
procedures have been completely and
wholly disregarded in this instance,” he
said. “I have consistently maintained a

ERIC BRISTOW
Mercurial world darts
champion who was known as
the ‘Crafty Cockney’

PAGE 28

PAGE 30

have your say
letters for the ireland edition
of the times should be sent to:
letters@thetimes.ie

Progress on addressing the housing
and homeless crisis will be “a defining
political issue” by the end of the year,
the Fianna Fáil leader has said.
There was renewed speculation this
week that an election is imminent as
multiple Fianna Fáil politicians heavily
criticised the government’s record on
housing. Timmy Dooley, the communications spokesman, warned that it
would be difficult to renew the confidence and supply deal if the government could not show real progress
before the October budget.
Micheál Martin, leader of Fianna
Fáil, reiterated that warning in a speech
to the Galway Chamber of Commerce
yesterday. “In the next six months demonstrable progress on housing and
homelessness here and throughout the
country will be a defining political

continued from page 1
Brexit planning

I am quite confident
that when I say that the
moment chosen for the
arrest of Mrs Pankhurst
on Saturday last made the
proceeding a revolting one,
I am giving expression
to the feelings of a
large body of your
readers
george bernard shaw
june 19, 1913

Emmeline Pankhurst

nications committee said they hoped to
raise questions on the issue with Helen
Dixon, the data protection commissioner, who is due to appear on April 17
before the committee with regard to the
Facebook data scandal. Her appearance will occur one day after the INM
affidavit is due to be read out in the
High Court.
Some members of the Oireachtas
committee have criticised the coverage
of the controversy by RTÉ, which made
no reference to Mr O’Brien or Mr
Buckley on its Prime Time programme
on Thursday night. When contacted by
The Times, a spokeswoman for the
broadcaster said that it did not comment on editorial decisions.
This week, the ODCE wrote to INM
asking it to stop publishing details of the
affidavit.
The Sunday Independent reported
that data relating to a number of former
and present staff had been removed
from the premises and “interrogated”.
It cited that the claim was made in the
affidavit put forward by the ODCE. On
Wednesday the Irish Independent reported that the ODCE wanted to investigate a proposed “success fee” in
connection with the disposal of an INM
holding in APN, an Australian and New
Zealand media company. The paper cited the affidavit as the source of its story.

Fianna Fáil raises the heat over housing
Jennifer Bray
Ireland Deputy Political Editor

DJ PROFITS FROM GANGS
Tim Westwood’s YouTube
channel hosts videos
inciting violence

position of not commenting in the
midst of an ongoing statutory process,
but on this occasion I am compelled to
do so. I will continue to co-operate fully
with the ODCE and will robustly defend my position against each and
every allegation.”
Mr Buckley, who is a close business
associate of Denis O’Brien, the largest
shareholder in INM, also said that he
was “advised to reserve my position”.
Mr Buckley, who is also vice chairman of Mr O’Brien’s Caribbean telecoms company Digicel, is embroiled in
two controversies that triggered the application from the ODCE. The first is a
dispute over a proposed acquisition by
INM of Newstalk, the radio station
controlled by Mr O’Brien.
Mr Buckley backed a bid believed to
be valued at about €35 million. Robert
Pitt, a former chief executive of INM,
arranged a separate valuation, which
suggested the price should be closer to
€10 million. The deal was abandoned,
but Mr Pitt subsequently made a protected disclosure to the ODCE.
In his affidavit, Ian Drennan, the director of corporate enforcement, also
suggested that Mr Buckley was involved in a data breach that led to the
“interrogation” of company emails by
exterior stakeholders.
Members of the Oireachtas commu-

months while less than one-fifth of
those SMEs have their own formal
Brexit contingency plan.
The Department of Health has prepared 34 documents of plans. An Oireachtas health committee has heard
how thousands of Irish patients could
lose the option of being treated in the
north in the event of a hard Brexit.
This is because the cross-border
healthcare directive, which allows Irish
patients on waiting lists access to treatment abroad, operates only within the
EU. Officials are likely to have made
plans for how to ensure patients can
still access care either side of the border.
The government has refused to reveal the contents of the plans saying
their release would “adversely affect
the state’s relations”.
“This department is responsible for
managing relations between Ireland
and 178 countries, in a complex and diverse environment. Based on the department’s direct knowledge and ex-

issue,” he said. “There is no issue which
we have spent more time on in this Dáil
than housing.
“ It is clear that a significant stepchange in the speed and level of implementation of national policy is required
urgently.”
Sinn Féin has proposed a motion of
no-confidence in Eoghan Murphy, the
housing minister. Darragh O’Brien, the
Fianna Fáil housing spokesman, said
his party would consider the motion if it
is tabled.
Eoin Ó Broin, Sinn Féin’s housing
spokesman, confirmed that his party
could table the motion in the Dáil in a
matter of weeks. “The minister for
housing is showing himself to be as inept as his predecessor; the figures show
that,” he said. “We want to see the numbers of adults and children in emergency accommodation fall.
“Minster Murphy is in the last chance
saloon. He needs to change direction

and if he doesn’t — and if we see over
the coming months increases — we will
be looking at all options, including a
motion of no confidence.”
There was further speculation about
a possible election late this year or early
next year after Barry Cowen, Fianna
Fáil’s public expenditure spokesman,
said he felt that the “natural lifetime” of
the confidence and supply agreement
may have come to an end.
Michael McGrath, the party’s finance spokesman, also suggested this
week that Fianna Fáil TDs were
becoming increasingly frustrated. “The
review will take place between budget
time and the end of 2018 and it won’t
come as a surprise to anyone to hear
that there is an immense frustration
within our party and the country generally about the lack of progress on
some of the fundamental challenges
facing our country,” he said.

pertise in international relations, its
strongly-held position is that the mere
granting of access to scheduled records
will adversely affect the state’s relations,” a foreign affairs official said.
“The contingency planning process is
ongoing and dynamic in nature and will
continue to evolve over the coming
months.”
Meanwhile further new documents
obtained through freedom of information legislation reveal how officials in
the Department of Foreign Affairs
wanted to “carefully manage” the
release of a report warning that Brexit
could cost the Irish economy €18 billion, lead to thousands of job losses and
increase the cost of trading with the UK
by 30 per cent.
The report, which was first published
by The Times, warned that the economy
would suffer in all future trade scenarios, even after regulatory alignment.
An email sent by Rory Montgomery,
the second secretary-general in the EU
section of the department, said the government had wanted to release information in such a way as to ensure that

“mitigating steps” being taken by the
government were emphasised.
“The Department of Business has invested a great deal of time and effort in
supervising the preparation of the report, keeping us and other key departments briefed along the way. It was
agreed that media handling of the
report needed to be carefully managed
to ensure that the mitigating steps
taken and to be taken by the government were emphasised.”
He called the release of the report
“disappointing and contrary to the interests of the government as a whole”.
Before the release, as the department
prepared for a stakeholder forum to unveil the report, one official said to
another that it “will be interesting to see
exactly what they [the Department of
Business] will present/publish”.
Meanwhile Donald Tusk, president
of the European Council, is due to
return to Ireland on Monday for a series of engagements. It is not known if
he will visit the border despite speculation by some Irish officials that he may.





the times | Friday March 16 2018

5

 

News

Two leaders off to a shaky start


Awkwardness suffused
the first meeting
between Leo Varadkar
and Donald Trump,
writes Jennifer Bray
For one fleeting second, a look of stricken panic crossed the taoiseach’s face.
The worst had happened: Donald
Trump had pulled him into his infamous iron-grip handshake. It was one
of several awkward moments that
marked the meeting between Leo Varadkar and the US president.
The two had settled into plush yellow
chairs wedged in between the two sofas
in the Oval Office as the press trampled
over each other to get a front-row view
of the circus. There was pandemonium
as RTÉ equipment hit the deck, one
reporter walked into a wall and another
knocked over a potted plant.
You had to listen very carefully to
pick up the first murmured exchange
between the two leaders, but what a
tour de force it was.
“I never got a chance to visit your
resort,” the taoiseach said.
“It’s fantastic. It’s fantastic, but we
will talk about it,” Trump said, looking
for all the world like he had somewhere
better to be.
Varadkar was trying with all his
might to keep up some sort of rapport.
“Is it doing well?”
“Yes, from the day I got it.”
The conversation was dangerously
dull, so the taoiseach turned to the matters at hand. “So, it’s nice to be able to
visit, thanks for the invite to speak at . . .”
but the president cut him off. “Yes, the
famous Oval Office,” he said, as he gestured randomly at the room.
You can’t fault the taoiseach for trying, but the worst was yet to come.
“I started off down in Texas,” Varadkar said, whose next sentence was interrupted by Trump, who nodded and
said: “Yes, great guy.”
Varadkar did the slightest of double
takes before the president added:
“Great story.”
He did a good job of covering his confusion, but all the taoiseach could think
of in response was a measly: “Yep.”
A reporter close to Trump’s ear asked
if he would be gracing Ireland with his
presence.
“I will, I love it. I have property there
and I may never get to see it again,” he
said paradoxically.
“You play golf right?” Trump asked
his guest.
“No, but I am always willing to learn
so you can take me for a few rounds,” a

Leo Varadkar escaped unharmed after shaking President Trump’s hand, but his St Patrick’s Day speech did not fare so well

beaming Varadkar replied.
Talk then turned to a territory even
closer to Trump’s heart: borders.
On the Irish one, the president said:
“That’s an interesting border, also. We
have two interesting borders, one happens to be where you are, right? It’s
going to be interesting to see what happens.”
With that, Trump went into official
mode, loudly welcoming the “very popular prime minister of Ireland”.
They would have “some good
talks” about trade, military and
“cyber”. Trump talked of the
“tremendous” number of
Irish people living in New
York, adding: “We love
‘em.”
Turning his eyes toward
the taoiseach, Trump inquired: “And Mr Prime
Minister?” Out went the
hand. “Thank you.”
They locked hands, Var-

adkar’s pointed almost painfully downwards as Trump tugged it towards his
own body.
“Oh,” faltered the taoiseach, “my
pleasure.” It was a quick recovery.
Varadkar whispered something that
sounded like: “I’m looking forward to
talking to you about trade,” but
he
was shouted down by
American reporters
keen to get the president’s reaction to
the Russian spy
attack in London.
But the meeting was over, and

Paul Ryan toasted
the taoiseach with
Guinness and said it
was a great import

Trump welcomed refusal of wind farm
Gordon Deegan

The planned wind farm at Doonbeg
that was successfully opposed by
Donald Trump had turbines 20ft
higher than Dublin’s Spire and was to be
located only 4km from the president’s
golf resort.
Yesterday Leo Varadkar revealed
that he made a phone call to Clare
county council about the application
on Mr Trump’s behalf when he was
tourism minister.
When the council eventually refused
planning permission for the wind farm
in October 2014, Mr Trump welcomed
the news by tweeting to his then 2.7 million followers: “Great news from Ireland — Clare Co Council has refused to
grant permission for a massive windfarm near my hotel and golf course in
Doonbeg”. The council cited the risk

posed to the freshwater pearl mussel
and the sensitive Doonbeg river system
as one of four reasons for its refusal.
It stated that the Doonbeg river contained significant numbers of the mussels, which are protected under the EU
habitats directive. The council was not
satisfied that the wind farm’s proposed
drainage system would not constitute a
serious risk of water pollution.
The wind farm plan also attracted
widespread opposition locally. An Bord
Pleanála upheld the council decision in
July 2015, with its inspector recommending refusal on several grounds,
including the impact on views from the
golf resort.
The company behind the Doonbeg
resort had told the council that the
413ft-high wind farm would “have a
detrimental impact on the viability of
the Doonbeg Golf Resort”. Consultants

Trump shouted: “Say hello to the
people” to no one in particular.
Quicker than you could say “fake
news”, the taoiseach was out the door
and into a motorcade that zipped
through streets of Washington DC to
arrive at Capitol Hill.
You could forgive him for being nervous at this point. He had the eyes of the
world on him and the heavy weight of
expectation on his shoulders.
Just 12 months previously Enda
Kenny had secured a diplomatic coup
during his final Washington trip as taoiseach when he managed to mollify
Trump while lecturing him on immigration, with minimum fanfare and
maximum results. His speech on St
Patrick, the immigrant, was
picked up globally.

for Trump International Golf Links &
Hotel Ireland stated: “The resort primarily relies on bookings from international and in particular the North
American market and a reduction in
bookings as a consequence of the visual
impact from the proposed development will have a serious negative impact on tourism in the area.”
Mr Trump had previously opposed
wind-farm developments in Scotland
and a submission lodged with the
council pointed out that US tourists
spend €20 million a year in the Clare
area. The objection stated that the resort provided direct and indirect employment representing an investment
of €150 million, which would generate
the same again in indirect spending,
creating a total tourism investment of
€300 million along the west Clare coast
and surrounding area.

Whether Varadkar could pull it off
with more of his own special brand of
strategic communications was about to
be revealed. Unfortunately, his speech
at the Friends of Ireland luncheon was
to prove just about as successful as his
SCU project.
It all started so well. He entered the
room where 100 guests sat squeezed
around small tables waiting for him.
Paul Ryan, the Republican congressman and Speaker of the House of Representatives, joked that Guinness was a
great import but that it wasn’t the time
to talk trade. He raised a glass of the
black stuff and toasted Varadkar, who
sat one seat from Trump.
Trump spoke next, saying he had six
more Patrick’s Day meetings with Varadkar to look forward to, provoking an
incredulous round of applause.
“We knew each other from a different
life,” Trump said, pointing towards Varadkar, promising to explain this mystery later.
But first, some cheese: “If there’s ever
a problem, you call,” Trump told Varadkar. “Except on trade. And you’ve got
those taxes so low, you’re a tough one to
compete with.”
Varadkar responded to the mock
flattery with the real thing, saying: “If
anyone can get a deal over the line, it’s
Donald Trump.”
But what of this mysterious story
from another life?
As he finished his speech, Varadkar
remembered. “The president has alluded to the fact that we actually had been
in contact before the president became
president and before I became taoiseach. It happened three or four years
ago, when I was minister for tourism.”
“My assistant John Carroll said there
was a call. ‘Donald Trump wants to
speak to you.’ I just thought, this can’t be
the case. It has to be a piss-take.”
Surely he would write a letter to ask
for a meeting, Varadkar said, but “as we
all know President Trump is a very
direct man who likes to get things
done”.
Varadkar said Trump told him of his
concerns about a wind farm that was
due to open near his hotel.
“I endeavoured to do what I could do.
I rang the county council and inquired
about the planning permission and,
subsequently, planning permission was
declined. The president has very kindly
given me credit for that, but I do think
it would probably have been refused
anyway.”
In the crowd Mary Lou McDonald,
the Sinn Féin leader, raised her eyebrows. A few other sideways glances
were exchanged. If he wanted to make
as many headlines as Kenny did, he
succeeded, for all the wrong reasons.

Ireland will match all help for
undocumented, says taoiseach
Jennifer Bray
Ireland Deputy Political Editor

The Irish government will match “any
move” made by the US government
towards addressing the plight of undocumented Irish in the US with “the same
or better for Americans in Ireland”, Leo
Varadkar has told Donald Trump.
The taoiseach attended the ceremony at the White House last night in
which a bowl of shamrock is handed
over. He made a speech that focused on
the undocumented Irish and urged Mr
Trump to make a deal on the issue.
At the event last year Enda Kenny,
then the taoiseach, made a speech on
immigration that was praised around
the world. Mr Varadkar said yesterday:
“I know that the Irish people who have

made their lives here, including those
who are undocumented and living in
the shadows, love this country dearly.
“They have the same dream as the
men and women who inspired Washington, fought for Lincoln, and work
alongside you today. They want to
continue to contribute to the life of this
great country.”,
He told Mr Trump that the Irish government would “continue to work with
your administration to find a solution
to this important issue. And we are willing to match any move with the same or
better for Americans in Ireland.”
He added: “Ireland can act as a bridge
between this great country and the EU.
And, more than ever, we are a strong
and effective partner for you.”


