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BY EMMA McMENAMY

E V IL ì B lac k W idowî Catherine Nevin is
a free woman ñ and will lik ely never see
the inside of a prison again.
The 65-year-old, jailed for paying a hitman
to murder her husband Tom in 1996, walked
out of Dublin’s Dochas Centre last week.
She is believed to be suffering from a brain
tumour and is undergoing treatment.
A source said: “B efore being given temporary
release Nevin was a thorn in everyone’s side.
She was never an easy inmate.”
SEE PAGES 4

AND 5
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NEVIN
FREED
AFTER
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INMATE Nevin was
held in D ochas Centre

BY EMMA McMENAMY

NOTORIOUS murderer
Catherine Nevin is a free
woman after being
g ra n t e d f u l l ≠ t i m e
temporary release from
prison.
The 65-year-old B lack
Widow, who is battling
cancer, walked from Dublin’s
Dochas Centre at the end of
last week.
One of Ireland’s most
infamous female inmates,
she was convicted of hiring
an assassin to kill her
husband in 1996.
While Nevin will be under
strict release conditions,
sources said it is unlikely she
will ever see the inside of a
jail cell again.
She is receiving
treatment at Dublin’s
Mater Hospital for a brain
tumour and it’s believed
that is one of the reasons
behind her temporary
release.
It is understood the move
was approved by the parole
board and sanctioned by
Justice Minister Charlie
Flanagan.
The source said: “She is still
believed to be undergoing
cancer treatment and is not doing
too well health-wise.
“B efore being given temporary
release Nevin was a thorn in
everyone’s side.
“She never stopped moaning and
was more cantankerous than ever.
“Nevin was never an easy inmate
and was seen by other prisoners as a
bit of a s* * t stirrer.
“Inmates would say she was nice to
your face but then once your back
was turned would start making up lies
and try and get you into trouble with
other prisoners.
“Nevin worked in prison library. In
the last few months she was becoming
more of a recluse and was only ever
seen with two other inmates if any
at all.
“She spent the vast majority of her
time in her room. Nevin has been
granted full-time temporary release
which means that unless she
breaks one of the conditions
laid out in her parole she will
remain a free woman.
“She has an addiction
course under her belt but
due to her poor health it’s
not known whether she
will take up working
or volunteering in
that area.”
While Nevin was
handed a life sentence
for the murder of her
publican husband Tom
in 1996, she was given
temporary release on a
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W oman who hired hitman to kill her
hu s band is treated for brain cancer

RELEASED

Nevin on prison release in 201 5

number of occasions last year. In
2015, the Irish Mirror tracked the
murderer down as she attended an
addiction course in Inchicore, South
Dublin.
It was the first time she was seen
out of prison unaccompanied.
Nevin walked through the city
centre to Dorset Street where she
waited alongside other members of
the public for the No13 bus before
attending the course at the Oblates.
Following the crime that shocked
Ireland, she was charged with her
husband’s murder in 1997.
After a gripping 42-day trial the jury
deliberated for a record five days
before Nevin was sent down in April
2000 for paying a hitman to murder
Tom in their home at Jack

White’s bar in Wicklow on March 19,
1996. She was also convicted and
handed a seven year-term for soliciting William McClean, Gerry Heapes
and John Jones, to kill Mr Nevin.
The person who actually pulled the

trigger has never been brought to
justice.
There was no physical evidence
linking her to the killing and her guilty
conviction was based largely on the
evidence given by the three men she

Timeline of a slaying
Ma rch 19 , 19 9 6: Publican Tom Nevin
is shot dead at his home at Jack
Whiteí s Inn, Ballinapark, Co Wicklow.
Ap ri l 19 9 7: His wife Catherine Nevin
is charged over his murder.
Februa ry 2000: The trial against
Catherine Nevin begins. It was the
second time the case was heard after
an earlier trial collapsed.

Ap ri l 2000: Tomí s wife Catherine
Nevin begins mandatory life sentence
after being found guilty of her
husbandí s murder.
November 2010: Nevin loses her
appeal against her conviction.
Ap ri l 2015 : The 65≠ year≠ old
ex periences her first taste of freedom
after being granted TR to attend an
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Cynical liar who
blackened name
of decent man

BETRAYAL

Killer and her late husband Tom

BY STEPHEN McDERMOTT

NOTORIOUS

Nevin at her murder trial in 2000

CRIME SCENE

Mr Nevin was shot at his Wicklow pub

solicited. Despite her conviction
Nevin has never taken responsibility
for her role in the brutal murder and
is also still fighting for a share in his
substantial estate.
At the time of the trial the judge

overseeing the case had to order all
media to stop reporting on her
appearance and what clothing she
was wearing.
Tom’s death was initially
investigated as a pub raid which had

that shocked Ireland
addiction course in Inchicore, Dublin,
unsupervised.
November 2016: Nevin reportedly
diagnosed with a brain tumour and
begins treatment in hospital.
August 2017: Nevin was granted
permission to argue in the Supreme
Court that her conviction for killing her
husband doesní t prove that she did it.

She was making the argument as part
of her fight to lay claim to her late
husbandí s €1million estate.
August 2017: At the end of last
month, Nevin was released under
full≠ time TR and is now a free woman.
Unless she breaks her parole
conditions ití s very unlikely she will
ever see the inside of a prison again.

gone
tragically
wrong.
Just
last
month, Nevin
w a s g ra n t e d
permission to
a rg u e i n th e
Supreme Court
that her conviction
for killing her husband
doesn’t prove that she
did it.
She was making the argument as
part of her fight to lay claim to her
late husband’s €1million estate.
The High Court previously decided
she should not benefit from his death

CATHERINE Nevin was jailed for
life 17 years ago in a case that
gripped the nation.
Born Catherine Scully in 1950,
she met Tom Nevin ñ who was five
years her senior ñ in Dublin in 1970.
The pair married in the Italian
capital Rome in 1976.
Ten years later, the couple
opened Jack Whiteí s Inn, in
Ballinapark near Brittas Bay in Co
Wicklow.
On 19 March 1996, while he was
counting the dayí s takings, the
54≠ year≠ old was killed after he was
blasted with a nine≠ pellet shotgun
by a still unknown assailant.
At her trial, Nevin alleged she
was asleep at the time, but was
woken by an unknown person
who threatened her with a
knife and demanded jewellery
from her.
It was also claimed
IR£13,000 and their car was
stolen.
Nevin told the trial she and
her husband were both ì very
happyî but also testified he
was in the IRA.
However, she claimed
she did not tell gardai her
husband was a member of the
Provos because to do so
would have risked ì bringing
the wrath of the IRAî down on
her.
In evidence, the jury was told
the pub was used to hold
republican fundraising events
and Sinn Fein members were
employed on the door.
After a sensational 42≠ day trial
which had the country gripped,
Nevin was convicted of her
husbandí s murder and soliciting
three men to have him killed.
The Black Widow has never
admitted her role in the murder
and three appeals to have her
conviction overturned all failed.

but her legal team have argued her
criminal conviction should not be
taken into account.
She sold the bar in 1997 for
IR£620,000 before she was arrested,
with the proceeds of the sale frozen.
Other assets that have been in
limbo since include two properties in
Dublin, IR£78,000 in insurance money
and IR£197,000 in cash.
Tom’s siblings have been trying to
block Nevin from getting anything
and are seeking damages for their
brother’s wrongful death.
The inheritance claims, which
began in 1997, had been put on hold
while the killer’s numerous criminal
appeals were taking place.
news@irishmirror.ie
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CRITICISED Leo Varadkar

Varadkar: No
regrets over
my Di tweet
BY FERGHAL BLANEY

T
TAOIS
EACH Leo Varadkar
has defended his Princess
Diana memorial tweet.
He was accused of crass
insensitivity for recalling
the 20th anniversary of her
fatal car crash last week,
while failing to mention
the deaths of two homeless
people.
Speaking on TV3, Mr
Varadkar said: “Most
reasonable people –
particularly anyone who’s
on Twitter – will understand that what you may
tweet on any day is not a
reflection necessarily of
your responsibilities.
“Today I had a Cabinet
meeting – it’s the most
important thing I will do
today, dealing with 20 or 25
different items.
“I don’t think whether I
send out a tweet about it is
all that relevant.”

VISIT First couple & Charles

President &
Charles tour
stately home
BY CONOR RIORDAN

PRESIDENT Michael D
Higgins has joined the
Prince of Wales in
celebrating 10 years since
the royal helped secure the
future of an 18th century
stately home.
Mr Higgins and the First
Lady were greeted by
Charles on the steps of
Dumfries House in East
Ayrshire yesterday.
Included in the inteneray was a viewing of the
Grand Orrery, a mechanical model of the solar
system built around 1758.
During their visit, the
guests heard about the
significance of building on
the talents of young people
from under-privileged
backgrounds.
The estate attracts
around 24,000 people to
the 2,000-acre estate,
which employs 150 staff.
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PARENTS Beyonce & Jay Z

Beyonce and
Jay Z’s twins
real fly babies
BY HELEN WHITEHOUSE

BEYONCE and Jay Z have
b e en snapp ed w ith
their new twins for the first
time.
The music megastars
welcomed Rumi and Sir
Carter in June.
Beyonce, 36, and her
47-year-old husband were
spotted out in New York
walking towards a heliport
on Friday.
They were joined by
five-year-old daughter
Blue Ivy, who skipped
happily alongside her
parents and siblings, as
well as being flanked by
security.
Proud dad Jay Z , whose
real name is Shawn Carter,
wore matching grey
sweatpants and a hoodie
with trainers, a cap and
designer shades as he held
a car seat containing one
of his babies in his hand.
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BY MIRROR REPORTER

KIM Cattrall has told fans
to “move on” following
news Sex And The City 3
won’t be happening.
Last week Sarah Jessica
Parker broke the news by
saying: “We’re not doing it.
I’m disappointed.”
Kim, 61, who played
Samantha , said she
rejected the film offer.
A fan wrote: “So I’ve seen
you doing interviews on
ageism yet I see you on
insta saying you too old to
play Samantha? I’m so
confused!”
Kim responded: “I’ve
played ‘SAM’ for 20 years.
I’m moving on and so
should you.”
The tweet relates to a
comment Kim left on
Instagram, saying: “I can’t.
My heart isn’t in it
anymore. I’ve moved on. 61
isn’t 53 or 4.”

SUNDAY MIRROR

HUTCH GANG MURDER
FOILED..AS LIVERPOOL
GET WHACKED BY CITY
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MANE MAN

Sadio Mane was sent off as Liverpool
were thrashed 5-0 last month

OUTBURST Kim Cattrall

Sex & the City
Kim tells fans
to ‘move on’

SUNDAY 08.10.2017
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Liam carries brother’s coffin

He is very lucky to have got
away with his life, they will
keep going until they get him

Kinahan associate Byrne
in lucky escape at match
EXCLUSIVE
BY EMMA McMENAMY

Byrne, whose brother David was gunned
down in the city’s Regency Hotel last
year, left the ground at half-time as his
A THREE-man hit team was sent to beloved Liverpool were losing 2-0.
take out Kinahan associate Liam
Byrne is a massive Reds fan and just
Byrne during a recent Premier last year officers probing the Kinahan
League soccer match.
cartel seized a betting slip relating to a
The 36-year-old was in the UK to Liverpool game worth €38,000 when
watch Manchester City host Liverpool
they raided his home.
on September 9 when the assasA British security source said:
sins planned to strike.
“Leading members of the
It’s believed the hit squad
Hutch gang are believed to
were sent from Dublin by
have sent a three-man hit
leading members of the
team to carry out the hit.
Hutch gang to take out
“They were apparently to
Byrne as he was walking
take Byrne out after he left
back from the Etihad
the stadium and was on his
Stadium after the 5-0 mauling.
way back into the city.
However, it’s understood Liam Byrne’s brother
“They weren’t going to go
the mob, who were under David was shot dead for him in the grounds as
surveillance by British
there was too much police
authorities at the time, noticed they presence due to the increase over
were being monitored and aborted the terrorism concerns. If they were to take
plan. Another theory is that Dubliner

KILLED

SECURITY SOURCE ON CONSTANT THREAT AGAINST BYRNE’S LIFE

him out within the stadium there would
have been a high probability of them
getting caught.
“Officers are not sure if they got wise
to the fact they were being monitored by
cops and got spooked or whether Byrne
left the stadium early as his team was
losing and they lost track of him.
“Liverpool were down 2-0 at halftime and it’s believed he may
have left the game early
because of it.
“The hit team sent by the
Hutch crew were far from
amateurs and given the
opportunity would have
taken him out.
“He’s very lucky to have
escaped with his life.
“There is no doubt the
Hutch gang will keep
KLOPP FLOP Reds
boss Jurgen

going until they take him out.” Byrne has
convictions for fracturing a man’s skull
with a baseball bat in 2000 and threats
to kill.
His brother David, 34, from Crumlin,
Dublin, died after being shot when five
gunmen targeted a boxing weigh-in at
the packed Regency Hotel on February
5, last year.
Meanwhile, veteran ex-con
Gerry “The Monk” Hutch is
believed to hiding out in
Turkey.
He has not been seen on
Irish soil since returning for his
murdered brother Eddie
Hutch’s funeral last year.
The Monk is thought to be
No1 on the Kinahan hit list and
gardai want to speak to him
over the Regency shooting.
emma.mcmenamy@irishmirror.ie
COMMENT: PAGE 14
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Gardai detain
suspect, 51, in
murder probe
GARDAI yesterday
arrested a 51-year-old man
as part of a murder probe.
Officers in Skibbereen,
Co Cork, detained the
suspect over the death of
John Ustic.
He was found dead on
September 25 at a house
on High Street in the town.
Postmortem results
revealed he died from injuries sustained in an assault
and a murder investigation
was launched.
The man is being held at
Bandon Garda station
under Section 4 of the
Criminal Justice Act 1984.
At the time gardai said
Englishman Mr Ustic may
h av e b e en initi al ly
assaulted in a car park.
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11% sent to
doctor over
BP checks
MORE than one in 10
people were referred to
their GP following a blood
pressure screening drive.
LloydsPharmacy
checked 690 people in
August with 11.7% being
referred to their doctor
afterwards.
The firm’s next National
Heart Health Day takes
place on Friday in 94 stores
nationwide.
Superintendent Pharmacist Joanne Kissane
said: “With some lifestyle
changes, such as regular
exercise, a sensible diet
and giving up smoking,
your blood pressure
reading can improve and
move towards the recommended range.”
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SCISSOR SISTER’S FREEDOM
EVIL Linda
Mulhall is
serving a
15-year
sentence

Three arrests
after shotgun
fired in chase
THREE men were arrested
after a shotgun was fired
following a Garda pursuit.
The incident occurred in
the Larch Hill area of
Monasterevin, Co Kildare,
after 9.30pm on Monday.
Officers gave chase to a
black Audi estate seen
driving at speed through
the town.
The car, with a 151 G
registration, was stopped
at Larch Hill and an armed
man got out and fired one
round. No one was injured.
The men – aged 23, 27
and 32 – were detained in
connection with the incident when a Hyundai was
later stopped at Pollardstown, Newbridge, near the
Curragh racecourse.

WEDNESDAY 08.11.2017

BEHIND BARS Linda
and Charlotte Mulhall

EXCLUSIVE
BY EMMA McMENAMY
SCISSOR Sister Linda Mulhall is
planning to make a fresh start by
setting up home with a former
prison officer she met behind bars,
the Irish Mirror can reveal today.
Despite the mother of four not being
due for release until mid-January she has
told fellow inmates at Dublin’s Dochas
Centre she is confident of being allowed
out on temporary release before
Christmas.
The 41-year-old, from Tallaght in West
Dublin, was handed a 15-year sentence
for manslaughter for her role in the
killing of Farah Swaleh Noor in 2005.
A source revealed Mulhall has been
telling fellow prisoners she can’t wait to
spend her first Christmas out of jail with
the new man in her life.
They added: “Linda hasn’t given any
hassle while in prison.
“She has kept busy working in the jail
hair salon with her sister Charlotte
which other inmates have named the
Head and Shoulders Salon as a sick joke
in relation to the way the two chopped
up their victim’s body.
“Linda is not due for release until mid-

Mulhall is
said to be
madly in
love with
man she
met while
locked up

Killer hopes for temporary release
before Christmas to begin new life
January but is confident she will be given
the go-ahead to leave the jail under TR
by the end of this month.
“She wants to turn her life around and
is said to be madly in love with this man
she met while locked up.
“It’s the real deal according to her and
they are very much a couple.
“She has been telling inmates she will
be moving in with him and wants to just
PRISON Dochas
Centre and, inset,
victim Swaleh Noor

live a normal life. She is hoping she will
be left alone to do that but it’s very
unlikely she will be able to considering
she is such a well-known household
name.
“The crime she committed with her
sister shocked the nation at the time and
will go down in history as one of the
bloodiest and most sinister.”
The Irish Mirror understands Mulhall

will walk free towards the end of this
month despite her official release date
being January 18.
The source said: “It’s most likely she
will start working in the beauty industry
when released.
“She is extremely good at doing
make-up and hair and does the other
inmates up before their court
appearances.”
Linda and her sister Charlotte are
both locked up at the Dochas Centre.
The pair chopped up Kenyan Swaleh
Noor at their mother’s home at
Richmond Cottage, Ballybough, North
Dublin, in 2005.
Linda admitted hitting him “a good
few times” on the head with a claw
hammer, while Charlotte stabbed the
36-year-old up to 20 times with a kitchen
knife. They then spent hours sawing up
his body in the bathroom.
The pair dumped his limbs and torso
in the Royal Canal before taking his head
on the bus to Tallaght in West Dublin,
where it was hidden in a park before
being moved. It has never been
recovered.
Charlotte remains in jail after she was
handed a life sentence for the murder.
news@irishmirror.ie

