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ing to Spain. “We’ll continue work-
ing to create a free country,” he
said in a brief statement on Catalan
television. He called for “non-vio-
lent” opposition to Madrid’s rule.

Resistance is certain to prolong
Barcelona’s month-long trial of
strength with central authorities
that came to a head on Friday with
the declaration of an independent
“Catalan republic” and Rajoy’s
announcement that he was taking
control of the region to restore law.

Full story, page 8
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Mariano Rajoy, Spain’s prime mini-
ster, yesterday appointed his dep-
uty, Soraya Saenz de Santamaria,
as Catalonia’s president, charged
with bringing the region to heel
after its declaration of indepen-
dence. 

This raised the prospect of two
rival Catalan presidents turning up
for work in Barcelona if Carles
Puigdemont, the separatist leader,
refuses to step down. Puigdemont
yesterday showed no signs of bow-

of the safe house where the death 
occurred, for security reasons. 

Gardai had been providing 
secure accommodation and 
financial assistance to the witness 
after he agreed to provide 
information about the murder of 
Kirwan, 62, who was shot dead on 
St Ronan’s Drive in Ronanstown, 
west Dublin. 

A lone gunman shot Kirwan 
several times in his head and body 
as he sat in his Ford Mondeo 
outside his partner’s home. He 
was allegedly targeted because he 

knew Gerry Hutch, a gangland 
figure who is feuding with the 
criminal gang led by Christopher 
Kinahan, a drugs trafficker. 

Gardai believe Kirwan became
a target after he attended the 
funeral of Hutch’s brother Eddie, 
who was murdered at his home in 
Dublin’s north inner city in 
February 2016. 

A garda spokesman yesterday
confirmed the force had referred 
the death to Gsoc but declined to 
comment further. Gsoc confirmed 
it had launched an investigation. 

John Mooney 

Garda watchdog looks into witness suicide
The Garda Siochana Ombudsman 
Commission (Gsoc) has launched 
an investigation into the suicide of 
a man who was living under garda 
protection after agreeing to give 
evidence in a forthcoming trial 
linked to the Hutch-Kinahan feud. 

The man’s body was found in a
house on Friday. The director of 
public prosecutions has been 
informed about the death as the 
witness had agreed to testify 
against a person facing charges 

Matthew Campbell Barcelona 

Catalans get rival presidents
connected to the murder of Noel 
Kirwan, who was shot dead last 
December in Clondalkin, Dublin. 

Senior gardai referred the death
to Gsoc under section 102 of the 
Garda Siochana Act 2005, which 
obliges the garda watchdog to 
investigate cases where people 
have come in contact with
the force prior to their deaths. It’s 
understood the victim was in 
telephone contact with detectives 
before he died. 

The Sunday Times cannot 
identify the man, or the location 
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She confronted Colgan over the
comments later that evening in
the company of a friend. She
claims Colgan initially admitted
making the remark, but dismissed
it as a joke. 

Dyas claims he then told her that
she was “a pig” and that he would
“never ever, ever want to have sex
with her”.

Dyas has also published what
she claims are a series of text mes-
sages between herself and Colgan
in which the then Gate director
calls her a “base liar” and said he
hoped he would never have to
“breathe the same air [as her]
again”. 

“I will make sure the world
knows how evil you are,” Colgan
allegedly texted. 

Dyas said she had “put up” with
Colgan’s behaviour before this
incident because she had to deal
with him in her professional life,
including asking him for money to
perform shows and for the use of
the Gate’s “Lab” stage to rehearse
at a discounted price. 

Yesterday Orla O’Connor,
director of the National Women’s
Council of Ireland, asked her social
media followers to take a mo-
ment to read Dyas’s “powerful
statement”. 

Dyas was also praised on social
media by several actors and direct-
ors, including Brian O’Byrne,
Olwen Fouéré, Ger Ryan, Camille
O’Sullivan and Annie Ryan.

Ali White, an actress who per-
formed a series of Beckett plays at
the Barbican in London in 1999 for
the Gate, claimed she was asked to
change into a push-up bra, hold-up
stockings and high heels for a

photocall overseen by Colgan.
“The abuse of power I experi-

enced first-hand at the photoshoot
and witnessed on many occasions
made me wary of him and ulti-
mately angry that he was getting
away with it,” she said.

White alleged Colgan subse-
quently made a lewd remark to her
in public.

Helen O’Reilly, a former press
officer at the Gate, said on social
media yesterday that she was “glad
vile behaviour” was being
exposed. “Wish I spoke up
sooner,” she said.

Clancy, a former programme
administrator of the Dublin The-
atre Festival, claims Colgan drew
attention to her qualification
as a holistic massage therapist
while interviewing her for the pos-
ition of Dublin Theatre Festival
manager. 

“When it comes to his turn to
ask me a question he draws atten-
tion to my qualification as a mas-
sage therapist and says ‘well I wish
you would give me a massage
someday’,” Clancy posted on
social media. 

Now a lecturer in organisational
behaviour in UCD’s school of busi-
ness, Clancy said she “looked at
Colgan straight in the eyes and told
him he couldn’t afford me”. 

She subsequently took a legal
action after failing to get the
role, citing Colgan’s remarks
as part of her case. “I ended
up getting a substantial settle-
ment from the festival and
agreed to a ‘voluntary redun-
dancy’,” she said.

“I am in a privileged position

Former Gate 
theatre boss in 
‘sex pest’ storm 

Katie Taylor won her first world professional title by defeating Argentina’s Anahi Esther Sanchez in 
Cardiff last night. Her manager said the Bray boxer is likely to defend her world title in Dublin next year. 

Coca-Cola 
issues jobs 
warning 
over Brexit

Coca-Cola has told the government
it will be forced to “review” its Irish
operations if border tariffs are
introduced following Brexit. The
drinks company, which employs
1,750 people at six sites on
the island of Ireland, warned Pas-
chal Donohoe, the Irish finance
minister, that Brexit could threaten
its investment. 

“The uncertainty of Brexit com-
pounds the enormous pressure the
[sugar] tax will have on our busi-
ness and threatens our ability to
continue to invest in our opera-
tions here, and to maintain and
grow our direct and indirect
employment levels,” it said. 

The claim is in a letter from the
company, dated July 28, which is
signed by Petre Sandru, country
manager, and Matthie Seguin,
general manager. It outlines a
number of “serious business chal-
lenges”. 

In the correspondence, ob-
tained through a freedom of infor-
mation request, Coca-Cola warns
Donohoe that “the introduction of
border tariffs or custom arrange-
ments based on the WTO [World
Trade Organisation] tariffs would
be extremely detrimental to our
business and could require us to
review our operating model in Ire-
land”.

WTO tariffs will apply to all
trade between the UK and EU
following Brexit unless the British
government can agree a new trade
deal. Coca-Cola believes its
all-island business would leave
it particularly exposed to high
tariffs for exports from Ireland to
the UK. 

Trade is also likely to be more
cumbersome. Customs authorities
in Ireland have indicated that up
to 8% of freight between the
Republic and Northern Ireland
could be subject to checks after

Colin Coyle 
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Colin Coyle and Eithne Shortall 

Michael Colgan, who this year
stepped down as artistic director
of the Gate Theatre in Dublin, has
been accused by three women of
making inappropriate comments
of a sexual nature. 

Grace Dyas, a director, has
claimed Colgan told her last year
she had lost so much weight, “I’d
almost have sex with you”. He later
denied to her that he had made the
comment.

Colgan is also alleged to have
suggested to Annette Clancy, a for-
mer programme administrator of
the Dublin Theatre Festival, during
a job interview that he would like
her to give him a massage. Clancy’s
CV referred to a qualification in
“holistic massage therapy”.

The former Gate director, who is
now a culture and arts adviser for
developer Seán Mulryan, did not
respond to calls or texts yesterday.

Dyas, a writer and producer
with TheatreClub, claims Colgan
told her on several occasions she
should wear dresses and “make
more of myself appearance- wise”.

She claims that at a party in the
Oak Bar on Dame Street on July 26
last year, after the launch of Dublin
Theatre Festival, Colgan, while
“quite drunk”, inquired if she had
lost weight. 

“I said ‘Yeah, I lost weight for my
wedding. I just got married’. He
said ‘You’ve lost so much weight,
I’d almost have sex with you’. 

“I was taken aback but not sur-
prised. I said ‘Michael, you can’t
say that to me!’ He replied ‘What? I
didn’t say I would f*** you. You
haven’t lost that much weight’.”Continued on page 2 → Continued on page 2 →
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Continued on page 2 →
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Donohoe has threatened to impose a 
‘Pigovian tax’ on individual banks
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because I don’t rely on 
Colgan or the many other 
men out there in the arts 
sector in positions of power 
to give me work,” she said.

On Friday, the directors of
Ireland’s leading theatres and 

Ex-Gate 
boss in 
‘sex pest’ 
storm

theatre organisations issued a 
joint statement condemning 
sexual harassment and abuse 
of power in theatre. Their 
comments were not related to 
the allegations against 
Colgan.

Lian Bell, a set designer 
and founder of Waking the 
Feminists, said yesterday that 
actors and directors are 
extremely vulnerable, 
particularly women, because 
their jobs are transient and 
given out at the “whim” of a 
small group of people. “When
you add in the fact that their 
working life often blurs into 
their social life, boundaries 
are needed,” she said.
@colincoyle 
@eithneshortall

→ Continued from page 1

Brexit. This could cause 
delays of up to an hour for 
some deliveries. 

Diageo has suggested it 
would cost €100 more to 
transport each lorry-load of 
Guinness across the border 
following Brexit.

Coca-Cola, which 
opened its first bottling 
company in the Republic in 
1952 and its first factory in 
Northern Ireland in 1939, 
told Donohoe that 
uncertainty around a 
proposed sugar tax was 
“causing significant stress 
to [its] business at a time 
when [it is] also trying 
to put in place a range of 
mitigation strategies for 
the potential impact of 
Brexit”.

The company said the 
scale of the proposed sugar 
tax was so high that it will be 
forced to “pass on the cost” to 
customers, resulting in 
“higher prices for 
consumers at a time when 

Coke in 
Brexit 
jobs 
warning

inflation is rising and 
consumer spending is 
slowing”.

Coca-Cola asked 
Donohoe for a meeting at his 
“earliest convenience”. 
On August 31, the minister’s 
diary secretary responded 
that Donohoe was 
“not available to meet 
at this time”.

This weekend Coca-Cola 
played down the threat to 
review its operations in 
Ireland. In a statement, the 
company said it had a 
“record of growth here 
and remained fully 
committed to our extensive 
operations”.

“Like all organisations 
with an all-island business, 
we are closely following the 
Brexit negotiations. We 
continue to talk to elected 
officials and their 
representatives on both sides 
of the border to ensure the 
potential impacts on industry 
are known and understood 
and receive due 
consideration,” it said. 

“Until negotiations 
conclude we won’t know 
what, if any, impact 
Brexit will have on our 
business, but we continue to 
put in place mitigation 
strategies.” 

Coca-Cola, which has 
operations in Co Antrim, 
Dublin, Co Kildare, Co Louth, 
Co Mayo and Co Wexford, has 
stepped up its lobbying of 
Irish politicians. The lobbying 
register records dozens 
of meetings involving the 
company.

→ Continued from page 1

crimes. They will have the 
right to information 
concerning the progress of 
the investigation, any court 
proceedings, and the release 
or escape from custody of 
someone serving a sentence 
for an offence against them. 

Special measures which 
may be available to a victim 
include advice on personal 
safety, applications to 
remand an alleged offender 
in custody or to seek 
conditions on bail, and 
interviews being carried out 
in specially adapted premises 
by trained persons or by 
persons of the same sex. 

In court proceedings, the
possibility of giving evidence 
through live television link or 
from behind a screen will be 
extended. 

reference to the DPP under 
the force’s delegated powers. 
Victims of crime can also ask 
the gardai to explain or 
review a decision not to 
prosecute a case over which 
they have control. 

The Criminal Justice 
(Victims of Crime) Bill passed 
both houses of the Oireachtas 
last week. Although the DPP 
has been implementing parts 
of the EU victims’ directive 
since 2015, the bill will place 
the rights of victims on a 
statutory footing. It gives 
them the right to receive 
information on the criminal 
justice system and their role 
within it from their first 
contact with the garda.

The right to give a victim-
impact statement will be 
extended to the victims of all 

Rugby League World Cup for
Radio 5 Live, but was absent 
from the team covering 
yesterday’s Wales v Papua 
New Guinea match. He is 
thought to be the subject of 
complaints from five women, 
some of whom have accused 
him of groping, informers 
claim. 

A source close to the group
said: “Complaints about 
these two men may just be 
the tip of the iceberg at the 
BBC. This group is formed 
from some of the BBC’s most 
powerful female talent and 
editors. It will not stand for 
sexual harassment of women 
at the corporation.”

One of the women who 
reported Riley is understood 
to have complained about the 
sports presenter as part of the 
2013 Respect at Work Review 
carried out in the wake of the 
Jimmy Savile crisis. 

The review was 
independent of the BBC and 
had been set up “to assess 
complaints of sexual 
harassment made by staff or 

undesirable social cost of a particular
market activity — in this case, banks entic-
ing customers away from tracker mortga-
ges to other less advantageous financial
products.

“This will have to get the green light
from the European Commission and
from the attorney general, but there is
international precedent and the depart-
ment is happy with its legal advice,” said a
government source.

“The attitude from the Department of
Finance towards the banks has com-
pletely changed and anyone not falling
into line here can and will be penalised.”

Ulster Bank has told the Department of
Finance it is “extremely disappointed
and concerned” by a 47% increase to its
bank levy this year, bringing it to €25m.
In a letter from Paul Stanley, Ulster

Top BBC women expose ‘harassers ’ 

Victims able to question 
prosecution decisions
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Paschal Donohoe, the finance minister,
has threatened to increase the levy
on individual banks which refuse to
compensate tracker-mortgage victims in
a timely manner. 

The Department of Finance has con-
firmed that a higher rate of levy can be
imposed on one bank if it is delaying its
redress to customers improperly denied
their low-interest loans.

“If there was a general industry failure
to address the tracker issue, then tax
changes could be considered across the
industry,” the department said. 

“If a more targeted focus is required
then consideration could be given to link-
ing the levy base to an outcome that gov-
ernment is seeking to prevent [failure to
compensate tracker victims], subject to
legal advice and EU state aid rules.”

A higher levy for a particular bank
would be a form of “Pigovian tax”, one
designed to offset or discourage the

Bank’s chief finance officer, to John
Hogan, head of banking policy at the
Department of Finance, the bank said
that the “additional burden” would have
to be passed on to consumers.

“It has a direct impact on our funding
costs, which ultimately the consumer will
have to help fund,” Stanley wrote in a let-
ter dated January 18. 

It added that the impact of the levy
“does not send an overly positive mes-
sage regarding the treatment of a non-
domestic bank in Ireland” and called for
its levy to be adjusted downwards next
year. It argued its levy should be lower
than other Irish banks’ because it does
not fall under Irish government owner-
ship or have any intentions to float on the
stock market.

Hogan responded that the levy was not
unique to Ireland and was intended to
enable the banking sector to contribute
to economic recovery. “Let me be very
clear, the purpose of the levy is not in any
way related to what you term the need for
‘additional monitoring of the Irish
banks,” he wrote. He added that the levy
was based on deposit interest retention
payments (Dirt) in the relevant year. 

Threat to banks 
over lost trackers
Donohoe prepared to 
impose levy on lenders 
who fail to compensate 
mortgage customers 
lured onto higher rates

Stephen O’Brien and Colin Coyle 

The Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) decided 
to reverse its decision not to 
prosecute in eight cases after 
the alleged victims requested 
a review under a new EU 
directive. 

Since November 16, 2015 
the DPP has been required to 
provide victims with 
explanations in cases where it 
decided not to prosecute, and 
to review the decision when 
the victims are unhappy with 
the explanation provided. 

Statistics provided by 
Gareth Henry, the DPP’s head 
of communications and 
victim liaison unit, in a Bar 
Review magazine article 
show that between November 
2015 and the end of last June 
there had been 967 requests 
for the DPP to give reasons 
why it did not prosecute.

Henry said the DPP directs
14,300 cases every year, and 
approximately 4,100 result in 
decisions not to prosecute.

Up to last June, 37% of 
those who asked the DPP to 
explain a decision not to 
prosecute were victims of 
alleged sexual offences. The 
second-largest category, 25%, 
related to violent offences 
while 15% related to offences 
involving property. 

Henry said one third of the
requests for reasons, 342 
cases, resulted in a further 
request for the DPP’s decision 
to be reviewed. Of these, just 
eight led to the DPP changing 
its mind and deciding to 
prosecute the alleged 
offender. Of those eight cases, 
five were in relation to sexual 
offences. 

Mark Tighe 

A secret group of the BBC’s 
top female presenters, 
including Mishal Husain and 
Victoria Derbyshire, has 
uncovered a string of 
suspected cases of sexual 
harassment at the 
corporation, including a 
senior sports presenter.

The group, which keeps its
membership of senior editors 
and presenters a closely 
guarded secret, encouraged 
and then supported 
colleagues to report claims to 
BBC management. It was 
formed after the row about 
the BBC gender pay gap in the 
summer. Since the Harvey 
Weinstein scandal it has 
turned its conversation to 
sexual harassment, during 
which the conduct of two 
men working at the BBC is 
said to have been raised.

On Friday the BBC 
suspended one of the men, 
George Riley, who was 
supposed to be anchoring the 

David Collins and
Richard Brooks 

freelancers at the BBC or 
involved in BBC 
productions”. It uncovered 
37 formal complaints of 
sexual harassment. 

It is not known if the 
original allegation was 
proven, but the host has been 
part of the BBC’s sports team 
up until the present time.

Riley joined Radio 5 Live in
2004 and has been the voice 
of sport on 5 live Breakfast 
since 2011. He also presents 
rugby league, darts and 
snooker for BBC television 
and radio. It is understood he 
has been suspended pending 
the outcome of the inquiry. 

The group of female 
presenters — which includes 
television broadcaster 
Derbyshire, Today 
programme host Husain and 
Washington correspondent 
Rajini Vaidyanathan, along 
with some of the BBC’s top 
female editors — is believed to 
be in contact with some of the 
alleged victims. 

Vaidyanathan has already
gone public about her own 

experience of sexual 
harassment. In a BBC online 
piece she wrote that she had 
been sexually harassed by a 
colleague twice her age in 
New York while covering 
the Republican convention in 
2004. The man, who is not 
identified but was then in a 
relationship, told her: 
“I’m unbelievably sexually 
attracted to you. I can’t stop 
thinking about you.”

The BBC was rocked to its
core after it emerged that 
Savile had sexually abused 
women and children while 
he was working at the BBC 
during a career spanning 
more than 40 years.

The internal investigation
is being led by the BBC’s 
corporate security and 
investigations team headed 
by Carol Ann Kinley-Smith, a 
former Metropolitan police 
detective. It is understood 
that the BBC has hired 
several former detectives 
and that one of them has 
spoken to a number of the 
women. 

Iraq expert 
Kelly’s body 
secretly moved

The grave of David Kelly, the 
Iraq weapons inspector, has 
been dug up and the body 
removed by his family after 
conspiracy theorists placed a 
placard by it and threatened 
to exhume his remains.

Sources close to Kelly’s 
family said they had acted 
after the grave was 
“desecrated” by campaigners 
who believe the scientist 
did not commit suicide. The 
body was moved and is 
understood to have been 
cremated.

Kelly died in 2003 after he
was exposed as the source of 
a BBC report that an official 
dossier on Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction had been 
“sexed up”. 

His death led to the Hutton
inquiry, which found he had 
committed suicide. No 
inquest was held.

Family sources said that 
the Justice for Kelly group, 
which claims the scientist’s 
death was “not by his own 
hand”, placed a placard 
next to Kelly’s grave at
St Mary’s parish church, in 
Longworth, Oxfordshire, 
southern England, calling for 
an inquest.

“They did the placard and
they would have vigils,” said a 
person close to the family. 
“Janice [Kelly’s widow] felt it 
was a desecration.”

Gerrard Jonas, of Justice 
for Kelly, said: “Dr Kelly’s 
body was . . . removed in the 
last week of July, headstone 
and all. They dug it up 
overnight.” 

Jonas, who lives nearby, 
continued: “We did put 
placards, one placard, asking 
for a coroner’s inquest. There 
has been no desecration.” 

Kelly was found dead near
Longworth after swallowing 
29 painkilling tablets and 
cutting his wrists. Some 
doctors have questioned 
whether the cuts could have 
caused enough blood loss to 
be fatal. 

Two paramedics who 
attended the death have said 
there was little blood on the 
ground and the Liberal 
Democrat and former MP 
Norman Baker published a 
book saying Dr Kelly did not 
kill himself. The call for an 
inquest has been supported 
by some senior politicians 
including the former Tory 
leader, Michael Howard 

However, the pathologist’s
report said there was a lot of 
blood and the wounds were 
“typical of self-inflicted 
injury”.

Jonas said that Justice for
Kelly, which has 11 members, 
had been pressing the 
Oxfordshire coroner, Darren 
Salter, for two years for an 
inquest. 

“We have been in massive
correspondence,” he said. 
“We were going to go for an 
exhumation licence 
ourselves. Earlier this year, 
around March, I said to the 
coroner, if you can’t help us 
we might have to pursue an 
exhumation, and the next 
moment the exhumation 
went ahead. What does that 
tell you?”

Jonas claimed the body 
had been exhumed to stop it 
being used as evidence. 

The family source denied
any connection with the 
state, saying: “Janice just 
hated what was happening.” 

.

The bill will 
place the rights 
of victims on 
a statutory 
footing

Victims will be able to give evidence by live television link or from behind a screen

The DPP does not keep 
statistics on how gardai are 
handling responsibilities 
under the EU directive. 
Roughly 280,000 
prosecutions are taken 
directly by gardai without 

Andrew Gilligan 

Kelly: committed suicide
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Vincent Browne, the presenter of
TV3’s nightly current affairs show,
will present his last programme for
the station at the end of the month.

The veteran journalist has pre-
sented Tonight with Vincent
Browne, an unlikely ratings winner
given its 11pm starting time, since
January 2007. Browne’s contract is
due to expire shortly.

The show attracts an average
audience of about 120,000, falling
to about 80,000 on some nights.
It is not known if it will continue
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A government TD is to bring a pri-
vate member’s bill to the Dail mak-
ing it a statutory offence to com-
ment on an ongoing criminal case,
in the wake of the Jobstown trial. 

Josepha Madigan, a Fine Gael
TD and solicitor, said she found
some comments made on social
media by Solidarity TDs during the
trial “very menacing”, and she
believed there had been an
attempt to influence the jury. 

While there is a common law
offence of contempt of court,
Ireland does not have a Contempt
of Court Act like the UK does. 

Madigan believes that the law
needs to be updated to cover the
increased use of social media. 

Last Thursday, a jury cleared
Paul Murphy, a Solidarity TD, and
five others of the false imprison-
ment of Joan Burton, then the
tanaiste, and her assistant in
Jobstown in 2014. Madigan said
she accepted the jury’s verdict but
said: “We will never know whether
the social-media campaign had an
influence on the jury or not.”

She added: “One would trust a
jury not to look at media and social
media, but they cannot have been
immune to this campaign as it was
difficult to avoid. A strong message
has to go out in legislation to
prevent this happening and to
protect jury trials.”

Madigan said she was a strong
defender of free speech but
argued that there had to be limita-
tions during a jury trial to protect
the rule of law. “The [ Jobstown]
jury made their decision but there
was a very overt attempt to try to

Conor Murray, the Irish scrum half, scored the second try in the Lions’ 24-21 victory over the All Blacks 
at Wellington yesterday. The series is now level at 1-1, with the decider on Saturday.        Full story, Sport

influence them. Parliamentarians
have a particular responsibility to
respect the role of the jury,
especially when one of the defend-
ants was a TD. 

“So we absolutely need
legislation to protect the jury from
outside influences because what
happened here was outrageous.
There can’t be one rule for some
and none for others. We have to
respect the separation of powers.”

She claims that contributions
on Facebook and Twitter from
Ruth Coppinger and other Solidar-
ity TDs veered into “very danger-
ous territory” legally. 

She also noted that members of
the Solidarity party had taken
pictures in the courtroom after the
verdict last Thursday and posted
them online, in apparent breach
of court rules. 

Coppinger gave regular inter-
views outside the criminal courts
to a Solidarity social media team
during the trial, which were then
shared on Facebook and Twitter.
After Burton gave evidence,
Coppinger described the former
tanaiste’s appearance in the
witness box as “an Oscar-winning
performance”. 

“Joan Burton has come out of
this very badly today. Her lies have
been exposed,” said Coppinger in
one interview. 

In a Facebook post on May 25,
Coppinger described the garda
evidence as a “farce” and called
for the case to be thrown out. 

In a post last week, Coppinger
said the defence legal teams were
challenging what the judge had
said in her charge to the jury. 

Normal contempt of court rules

Jobstown trial 
tweets inspire 
contempt bill

Varadkar 
offers Kenny 
his choice 
of role in 
Brexit talks

Leo Varadkar has invited Enda
Kenny, his predecessor as
taoiseach, to play a role in Ireland’s
team for the Brexit negotiations,
in order to take advantage of
Kenny’s strong relationships with
European leaders. 

Government sources said Varad-
kar made the offer to Kenny in a
conversation shortly after his elec-
tion as taoiseach, and left it to his
former leader to consider what
role he would like to play.

In an interview with The Sunday
Times during the Fine Gael leader-
ship campaign, Varadkar said he
valued Kenny’s vast experience of
European affairs and would be
keen to avail of his help. Kenny
could not be reached for comment
this weekend but is believed to be
still considering the offer.

“The taoiseach doesn’t want to
be presumptuous — he felt it appro-
priate to let Kenny think about
this,” said one government source.
“It has been left to him as to what
the role would look like if he were
inclined to take it up. It is entirely
his prerogative.”

Varadkar appeared to play
down the prospect of using Kenny
when he was asked at his leader-
ship campaign launch on May 20
if he would appoint him Brexit
minister. Varadkar dismissed the
prospect of appointing a Brexit
minister because the position did
not exist in any other EU member
state apart from Britain, and
because there was no EU council of
Brexit ministers at which to engage
with counterparts in the other
26 nations.

But a few days later Varadkar
told The Sunday Times he hoped
Kenny would be willing to assist
the government on Brexit after

Stephen O’Brien 
Political Editor 

MURRAY HELPS LIONS ROAR TO VICTORY

Mark Tighe forbid reporting of anything that
happens in the absence of the jury.

In an interview outside the
court before the jury was charged,
which was shared more than
13,000 times, Coppinger called on
people to take time off work so
they could pack the courtroom to
send the Jobstown jury “the
message” that “the eyes of the
world are watching them”.

She then described the case as
“overblown” and “exaggerated”
and said it had come about only
because three years ago “the
government was on the ropes”.
They had “tried effectively to
stitch people up with hugely over-
blown charges”.

Yesterday Solidarity insisted
that Coppinger was not in con-
tempt of court. 

“Of course social media was
used to correct biased, or one-
sided, coverage in the mainstream
media for the past 2½ years and
during the trial itself,” it said.
“This was directed at the public,
not at the jury, who had direct
access to the nine weeks of
evidence.”

Charlie Flanagan, the justice
minister, declined to comment on
the use of social media by Solidar-
ity TDs during the trial. 

His spokesman pointed out that
the Law Reform Commission of
Ireland published a consultation
paper on contempt of court last
year, and added that the minister
would consider any recommenda-
tions that arose from that. 
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The Garda Representative Associa-
tion (GRA) says it is conducting a
“fact-finding” exercise to establish
who authorised the purchase of
expensive holiday vouchers for
staff and third parties. 

It is also seeking to establish
how much in total was spent on
vouchers at Killester Travel, a
Dublin-based company that spe-
cialises in organising golf and
sporting holidays. 

The association has launched an
inquiry following last weekend’s

John Mooney 

GRA to probe holiday vouchers
following Browne’s departure,
although several stand-in present-
ers have filled in for him in recent
years including Ivan Yates, Ger
Colleran, Mick Clifford, Sarah
McInerney and Sam Smyth. TV3
did not respond to queries. 

The show’s success is partly due
to its popularity with social-media
users, with a section dedicated to
feedback from Twitter. Of late it
has struggled to attract senior
government figures as guests,
probably due to Browne’s combat-
ive interviewing style. 

The current-affairs show has

frequently been controversial.
Browne apologised in 2010 after
suggesting Enda Kenny, then the
Fine Gael leader, should lock him-
self in a dark room with a gun and
a bottle of whiskey. Some guests
walked out, including Siptu’s Jack
O’Connor, while Browne told Jerry
Beades, a self-styled mortgage
campaigner: “Shut up or get out.” 

Browne, who declined to com-
ment this weekend, will be 73 later
this month. He is still an occasional
columnist for The Irish Times. Ear-
lier this year he bought back the
rights to publish Magill magazine,

Colin Coyle 

Last night with Vincent Browne looms
revelation by The Sunday Times
that it purchased vouchers, worth
between €1,000 and €5,000, for
officials and third parties including
Declan Merry, an auditor, and
Martin Sheehan, who advised it on
pensions. PJ Stone, the GRA’s
former general secretary, said he
never received a voucher for
€5,000, despite one being issued
in his name. 

The issue is expected to be
raised during the next appearance
by Nóirín O’Sullivan before the
Dail’s public accounts committee

the investigative title he founded in
1977, for a small but undisclosed
sum from Ian Hyland, publisher of
Business & Finance magazine. 

Browne lost about €1.5m when
Village magazine, which he
founded in 2004, folded four years
later. He sold his house in Dalkey in
2011 for €2.6m, considerably less
than its €3.25m asking price. It is
understood he has now paid off the
loans associated with Village. 

Browne’s TV3 salary has been
estimated as being about
€400,000 a year. 
@colincoyle Continued on page 2 →
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independent.ie said Francis 
“often writes in a comical 
style for effect” and that he 
had the “highest regard for 
the French national team”.

Peter Feeney, the press 
ombudsman, who 
adjudicates on complaints 
from the public against 
publications that are 
members of the Press 
Council, ruled that while the 
use of the phrase “cheese-
eating surrender monkeys” 
was provocative, it was 
clearly not intended to be 
taken literally. 

“I do not believe there is 
any evidence to support the 
view that the article caused 
grave offence or stirred up 
hatred,” ruled Francis. 

“The use of satire in 
commentary is fraught with 
the potential to cause 
offence. But this does not 
mean satirical references 
cannot be included in articles 
if used in an appropriate 
manner. On this occasion the 
article fell within acceptable 
boundaries.” 

Francis has courted 
controversy in the past, 
suggesting in an interview on 
Newstalk radio in 2014 that 
gay men are more interested 
in ballet and the 
“hairdressing industry” than 
sports such as rugby.

was racist and “could not be 
dismissed under the guise of 
irony or tongue-in-cheek 
commentary for comic 
effect”. 

In its defence, 

Neil Francis, the former 
Ireland rugby international, 
was being “provocative” but 
not racist when he described 
the French as “cheese-eating 
surrender monkeys” in a 
column on the Irish 
Independent’s website in 
February, the Press 
Ombudsman has ruled, writes 
Colin Coyle.

The watchdog was ruling
on a complaint by Madeleine 
Halpin that Francis’s column, 
in which he began with a 
reference to the French 
preparing for the Nazi 
invasion of 1939, breached 
principle 8, which relates to 
prejudice, of the code of 
practice of the Press Council 
of Ireland. 

Previewing a Six Nations 
rugby international between 
Ireland and France, Francis 
wrote: “Maybe France, 
cheese-eating surrender 
monkeys that they have been 
for the last few years, might 
actually do something.”

The complainant said the
use of this phrase could not 
be “construed as anything 
other than racist”. She said 
that while she was “aware of 
the provenance of this phrase 
in a satirical context”, 
Francis’s article had gone 
beyond satire, she said.

The editor of the site 

independent.ie defended the 
phrase, saying it was clearly 
tongue-in-cheek. 

“The point of the article as
a whole is that the French 
rugby team should not be 
underestimated despite 
Ireland’s recent good run of 
form against them,” he said. 

The editor added that the
reference to the period 
before the Second World War, 
which Francis referred to as 
the “Phoney War of 1939-
1940” was “an analogy, not a 
statement of fact or a serious 
historical comparison”. The 
editor said he had offered to 
publish a letter from Halpin 
outlining her concerns. 

The complainant rejected
this offer, saying the article 

Phrase was 
not intended 
to be taken 
literally

Francis: was satirical about French rugby for comic effect

“It’s more than likely that if 
they do make it they will set it 
in America, so a lot of 
references will have to be 
lost,” she said. 

“A lot of the stuff about 
race would have to be tackled 
very differently because it’s 
not unusual to be black in 
America, whereas in Ireland 
in the 1970s it was extremely 
unusual. 

“A lot of those elements 
will have to be changed. So I 
worry about it. That’s giving 
your child up for adoption — 
handing the book over to a 
film company.” 

Appian Way has bought the
option to turn the novel into a 
television series. 

Nugent said she believed 
there was some movement on 
the project but that she was 
not getting her hopes up 
because it had been optioned 
before as an ITV drama, and 
nothing came of it. 

“That lapsed,” she said. “It
lapsed with great timing, 
because it was just when the 
book was being published in 
America — so good old Leo 
swept in.”

Nugent said it was a dream
to have her work adapted for 
the screen, but that she 
worried about what might 
happen to her original story. 

The novel is a study of a 
psychopath called Oliver 
Ryan. A minor celebrity in 
Dublin, Ryan lives a charmed 
life until the night he beats his 
wife into a coma. It was a 
bestseller in Ireland, selected 
for the Richard and Judy book 
club in the UK, and published 
in America last year.

The production company 
owned by Hollywood movie 
star Leonardo DiCaprio has 
bought the rights to the debut 
crime novel from Liz Nugent, 
a bestselling Irish author. 

Appian Way, which 
produced The Aviator, The 
Wolf of Wall Street and 
Shutter Island, bought the 
option to Unravelling Oliver, 
which was named crime 
novel of 2014 at the Irish Book 
Awards, after a previous 
option bought by ITV lapsed. 
When ITV did not renew its 
option to adapt the novel for 
screen, DiCaprio’s company 
stepped in.

Eithne Shortall 

Nugent’s 
debut 
crime 
novel is 
set in 
Dublin

CULTURE
Fight on her hands, page 8

Philips said Daniels was
not the farm’s only celebrity cli-
ent, but may be the only one to have
featured one of their horses in a movie.
She said she hoped Daniels would remain
a client in the future. 

“She mentioned to my husband that
she might be over to look at horses at
some stage — so I’ll make sure to accom-
pany him that day,” Philips joked. “She
had some bad luck with horses before, so
she is delighted to find a good one.”

Rather than breed their own horses,
Sheane attends all the big jumper shows,
events, and sales throughout Ireland
and buys promising foals for as much as
€50,000. Cooley Renaissance Man was
born in Belgium and Sheane bought
him as a foal. 

All of the horses sold by the farm
have been trained in cross-country
events. “We get them young and put
our stamp on them before selling
them on,” said Philips. 

While Daniels remains an amateur
eventer, she is competitive in her
class. Last year she won a training-
level event in May at Texas Rose
Horse Park Summer Horse Trials and
placed second at the MeadowCreek
Park Spring Social Event, also in
Texas. However, The New York
Times reported earlier this year she
has not competed since news broke
in January that she had allegedly
been paid $130,000 (€105,000) to
keep secret a 2006 sexual encoun-
ter with Trump, which he denies. 

In an interview last week with
CBS’s 60 Minutes, Daniels claimed
she was warned by a man in a Las Vegas
car park in 2011 not to sell her story to a
tabloid magazine. 
@colincoyle

Stormy Daniels cannot rein in her emo-
tion over her Irish horse — and now he’s
starring in her porn films and on her
Instagram page. 

Daniels, an adult film star who is also a
keen amateur eventer, bought Cooley
Renaissance Man, a gelding bred by the
Cooley Farm in Co Wicklow, last year.
Since then she has won a number of
competitions on the horse, riding under
the name of Stormy Crain at events in
Florida, Texas and Louisiana. 

Daniels, who came to worldwide
prominence in recent weeks over a legal
dispute with Donald Trump, the US
president, is so enamoured with Cooley
Renaissance Man that she recently
changed her profile picture to an image
of the Wicklow-bred horse. 

Georgina Philips, who runs Cooley
Farm in Glenealy with her husband,
Richard Sheane, said she did a lot of busi-
ness with American buyers, mostly pro-
fessional eventers. The horse was pur-
chased for Daniels by Dom Schramm, a
professional eventer and a friend of the
porn star. “Dom told me all about Stormy,

including how she makes her money,”
said Philips. “You have to know a bit
about the person to source the right
horse. It’s not just about their age and
size, it’s also about their temperament
and personality.”

Luckily for Daniels, the gelding was a
perfect fit. “She has spoken to my
husband, Richard, more than me, and
she’s very happy with the horse. They
seem to have bonded straight away. You
only have to look at her Instagram and
Facebook accounts to see how much she
loves the horse.”

Schramm said that Daniels was a com-
petitive amateur. “She takes it personally
that she does well,” he said. “She can be
quite hard on herself.”

Daniels has even weaved horse-riding
into her adult films. Last year she starred
in Unbridled, a film about the “often
heartbreaking world of equestrian com-
petition” in which she played a woman
who gave up riding after losing her horse
in a tragic accident. A decade later, with
her family ranch in danger of reposses-
sion, she asks an old flame to help her win
a big-money equestrian event so that she
can save the property. 

Stormy Daniels opens 
heart for an Irish stud
Porn star in legal dispute with President Trump falls for Cooley Renaissance Man 
— a Wicklow horse who features in her Instagram feed and even in her adult films

You have to know a bit about 
the person to source the 
right horse — it’s about 
their personality

Colin Coyle 

Stormy Daniels has pictures of herself 
online with Donald Trump, above, and 
Cooley Renaissance Man, right

Journalist ‘not racist’ about French

DiCaprio steals in for crime novelist’s debut




