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TROUBLE IN PARADISE

Jordan disowns Sky’s glitzy Riviera
BY NADINE O’REGAN
It doesn’t look like a Neil
Jordan series. It doesn’t feel like
a Neil Jordan series. And it hasn’t
been praised in the way one might
expect of a Neil Jordan series.
That’s because – according to
director Neil Jordan – it isn’t a Neil
Jordan series. Not in its essence.
Riviera, the new big-budget
Sky Atlantic series starring
Julia Stiles, has Jordan’s name
emblazoned all over the credits
but, according to the director of
films such as Interview With The
Vampire, Michael Collins and The
Butcher Boy, the show has almost
nothing to do with him as a finished product.
“All I can say is, good luck to
them,” Jordan told this newspaper
from Spain, where he is working on
a new film. “I can’t claim it’s mine.
If I had been in control of the thing,
it would have been quite diﬀerent.”
A glossy drama set in the south
of France, Riviera’s first episode
attracted more than 1.2 million
viewers ten days ago, making it
the biggest premiere on Sky Atlantic this year.
In the credits for the series, Jordan is listed as show creator and
co-writer alongside Irish novelist
John Banville, with executive producer credits going to former U2
manager Paul McGuinness, who
initially dreamed up the idea for a
glitzy drama set on the Côte d’Azur.
But Jordan believes the media
has been misinformed about his
true involvement in Riviera. “Several critics have said: ‘Is this the
same Neil Jordan that wrote The
Crying Game? Is this the same
John Banville who won the Booker
Prize?’ The two episodes we wrote
together were reworked by others,
after I pulled out as a director,” he
said.
“I emailed John, wondering
whether his doppelganger Benjamin Black had been up to some
strange double tricks. His response
was that even that scoundrel
wouldn’t have written some of
that dialogue.”
Jordan said he has no idea who
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rewrote the episodes. “The scripts
were rewritten,” he said. “I still
don’t know by whom. They were
changed, to my huge surprise and
considerable upset. There were
various sexual scenes introduced
into the story and a lot of very expository dialogue. I objected in the
strongest terms possible.
“I shared my concerns with Sky
Atlantic, who did their best to address them. But because of that, I
withdrew from the project. I took
a back seat. Riviera became a more
Dynasty-esque story, rather than a
Patricia Highsmith black drama.”
Having received a huge amount
of pre-release fanfare, Riviera
has debuted to extraordinary
commercial success. The show
revolves around Georgina Clios
(Julia Stiles), the second wife of
a billionaire banker who has died
in an explosion on a luxury yacht.
The series, which is available on
Sky Atlantic and Now TV, has been
downloaded more than 3.7 million
times, setting a record for any new
box set.
But some reviews have been
damning, often singling out Jordan and Banville for particular
condemnation. “It is awful,” said
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Sam Wollaston, television critic for
the Guardian. “What happened to
these great writers?”
Jordan said that Riviera was
“maybe a more popular animal”
than he would have made. “The
movement of the plot was tossed
around like a tennis ball,” he said.
“The logic of the story changed.
“It’s being described as Dynasty
sur mer, which is not what I would
have made myself. I can’t recognise
myself in it. They [the producers]
wanted to turn it into something
diﬀerent and felt free to do so. “It
was quite distressing for John and
for myself, the way it proceeded.”

When Paul McGuinness, who
has a home in the south of France,
approached Jordan with an idea
he had for a series, Jordan came
up with another concept for a
black-hearted drama set on the
Côte d’Azur, an elaborate story exploring how the art market could
be used to manipulate high finance.
Along with John Banville, Jordan
co-wrote the two-hour pilot for the
series, and it was this pilot which
drew the attention of Sky Atlantic
to the project.
“The first two episodes that myself and John wrote were very dark
and complex, and that’s what got

Stepaside Garda station
may not reopen for a year
l Uncertainty over whether recommissioned station is to be full

or part time, and which department is responsible for premises
BY HUGH O’CONNELL

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

The controversial reopening
of Stepaside Garda station in
Minister for Transport Shane
Ross’s constituency may not
happen for up to a year.
The government decided
earlier this month that the station would reopen in principle
on a pilot basis, following an
intense lobbying campaign
by Ross.
Within hours, he had erected a banner in the constituency hailing the decision.
But government sources
have indicated the reopening will be delayed by several months if not up to a year.
“Ross was jubilant, and may
have given the impression this
would happen within the next
fortnight,” said one source. “It

could easily take up to a year.”
An Garda Síochána and the
government have been unable
to say when the south Dublin
station will be refurbished, resourced, staﬀed and reopened,
or even confirm whether it
will operate on a full or parttime basis. A Garda spokesman said: “The reopening of
Garda stations is a matter for
the government.”
An Garda Síochána said it
would need to engage with
the Oﬃce of Public Works
(OPW) on the matter. However, the OPW said last week
in response to queries that the
reopening of the station was a
matter for An Garda Síochána.
A spokeswoman later clarified
that it was “a matter for the
government”, but refused to
comment further.
The Department of Justice

did not respond to queries
about the cost or timeframe
of the reopening of the station.
Gardaí will also have to
determine if the station will
reopen on a 24-7 basis, or if it
will operate from 8am to 8pm,
as was the case in the months
prior to its closure. Gardaí said
the availability of resources
would increase with further
recruitment.
The station will require in
the region of 40 gardaí and
several squad cars if it is to be
open around the clock.
Local Fine Gael senator
Neale Richmond said it was
not feasible to staﬀ the station entirely with new garda
recruits or redeploy staﬀ from
existing stations which are already stretched.
“We need a realistic timeline and, when it is reopened,

assurances that it will be
properly staﬀed and not to
the detriment of other local
stations,” Richmond said.
Mick Fleming, a local
butcher who chaired the Reopen Stepaside Garda Station
committee, said that residents
had no idea when the station
will reopen, but were hopeful
it would happen within six
months. He said it should be a
“fully manned, 24-7 station”.
“Crime has gone up, there
have been more break-ins.
It’s still a good area to live in,
but there’s not enough local
policing in the area,” he said.
The population in the area
surrounding Stepaside is due
to increase significantly, as
some 5,000 houses are set to
be built over the next decade
in nearby Kilternan and Cherrywood.

Do not abandon rainy day fund,
warns European bailout body
BY IAN GUIDER
MARKETS EDITOR
The European rescue fund that
provided bailout cash to Ireland has said the government
should stick to building a rainy
day fund and reduce the national debt.
The European Stability
Mechanism (ESM), whose
forerunner provided almost
€18 billion of bailout loans,
urged the government to
stick to the target of reducing debt to 45 per cent of the
economy, as announced by
Michael Noonan in his last
budget. It also backs a plan
to establish a “fiscal buﬀer” in
the event of another economic
downturn.

During the Fine Gael leadership race, Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar proposed rowing
back on that target and aiming
to bringing down the debt to
55 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP).
He also planned to use
money earmarked for a rainy
day fund for infrastructure
spending.
Ireland’s national debt
stands at just under 76 per
cent of the size of the economy, but that figure has
been flattered by so-called
‘leprechaun economic’ factors, such as multinational
companies bringing assets
onshore.
“Debt measures which are
not aﬀected by the recent ac-

counting changes in headline
GDP paint a rather diﬀerent
picture.
“In particular, the
debt-to-revenue ratio in Ireland is estimated at about 275
per cent in 2016, well above
the euro area average of 198
per cent.
The Irish authorities’ plan
to build a fiscal buﬀer in the
medium term and to reach
a 45 per cent debt-to-GDP
ratio by 2025 is, therefore,
a welcome step,” the ESM
said in its annual review on
Ireland.
“Maintaining a prudent
fiscal policy stance in line
with the debt target and
building up a fiscal buﬀer
would ensure that Ireland

will have the scope to pursue
growth-supporting countercyclical fiscal policies in future downturns.”
The Department of Finance
pointed out that proceeds
from the sale of AIB will go
towards bringing down debt
and that Minister for Finance
Paschal Donohoe has committed to a balanced budget
next year.
The Irish Fiscal Advisory
Council earlier this month
cautioned against setting arbitrary targets on the debt,
instead insisting that the
government press ahead with
saving money to cope with
future downturns and also
moving to a balanced budget
as quickly as possible.

everybody attracted to the project
in the first place,” Jordan said. “We
had constructed an elaborate plot
about how money was being siphoned oﬀ through manipulating
the art market.
“Sky Atlantic got involved because of these scripts. But then
the producers decided to go in a
diﬀerent direction.”
McGuinness collaborated with
Liza Marshall and Kris Thykier of
Archery Pictures to produce the
series. “Am I annoyed with Paul
McGuinness? I’m surprised, let me
put it that way,” Jordan said.
“I’m surprised that the conditions weren’t created where we
could make what we originally
intended.”
When McGuinness’s representatives were approached for comment, he emailed a response to The
Sunday Business Post.
“Making a show of the scale of
Riviera is inevitably a team eﬀort,”
McGuinness wrote.
“Neil co-wrote the first two
episodes of the series with
John Banville. The show is the
most successful premiere on
Sky Atlantic this year. I couldn’t
be more proud of what we have

Neil Jordan: ‘It was quite distressing for John and myself, the way it
proceeded’
Bryan Meade

achieved.”
Jordan is currently working on
a movie starring Isabelle Huppert
entitled The Widow, which will
begin shooting in September. He’s
looking forward to starting work
on the project.

“It’s a tremendous relief to know
you’ll be in control of every aspect, and you’ll be proud to have
your name attached to it,” he
said. “In my mind, there’s no reason why things can’t be both very
popular and very good.”

