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Back home in Co. Louth, sitting on the sofa in her pyjamas,
Bataclan massacre survivor Katie Healy gives one of the
most astonishing, humbling and heroic interviews ever

I just saId
to davId:
‘thIs Is It.
I love you.
goodbye’
exclusive

As she lay among the
ranks of the dead and
the dying, Katie Healy By Seán Dunne
saw a man choking on Face down on the ground of
his own blood. she the Bataclan theatre, as three
moved around finishing
thought of her beloved gunmen
off the wounded, Katie prepared
partner David, lying for her own death.
She imagined where she would
protectively by her.
be shot. She thought of her par-

‘This is it,’ she whispered. ‘I
love you. Goodbye.’

ents, at home in Co. Louth, and

pictured them sitting on the sofa
as they were told the tragic news.
Yesterday, sitting on that same
sofa, Katie Healy gave one of the
most extraordinary interviews
ever printed in this newspaper.
It is deeply honest, astonishing,
heroic and emotional.
It is also graphic: but there is no
way to capture the horror she
endured other than by telling her
story in her own words. ‘There’s

Turn to Page 2

devoted:
Katie Healy
and her
partner
david nolan
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paris carnage

Horror ordeal: David and Katie
Continued from Page One
no reason we should be standing
here today,’ she said, still clearly
shocked at the enormity of what has
happened to her.
‘They were just spraying bullets
into the crowd. We were laying there
and I was just saying, “stay still, stay
still, don’t move.”’
The couple tried to run away once,
after the gunmen’s first wave of
shooting, but dived back to the
ground when they realised the killers
had not left. Instead, the ISIS murderers were moving slowly back
through the piles of bloodied bodies,
seeking out the living, before finishing them off with deliberate, murder-

‘I was prepared
to feel a shot
into my spine’
ous bursts from their Kalashnikovs.
Katie recalled the moment they
had tried to make a break for it.
‘We got up and ran,’ she said, ‘But it
started again and we got straight
back down. And when we got down,
we were just amongst dead bodies.
‘My head fell this way and I was
face to face with a man who was gurgling or choking on blood. I turned
and I saw some inner parts of some
poor person, some poor girl who was
to the right of me. I just had to put
my face straight down in their blood
and tell David that I loved him.
‘I was just saying, “I love you” and
“if this is it, just stay down”. And it
[blood] was in my mouth and it was
just horrific. It was the worst thing.
We just kept saying to “stay down”
and “don’t move”.
‘I knew that my head and chest,
David was covering as best he could.
My lower back and legs were exposed
so I was prepared to feel a shot into
the spine. I was terrified but staying
calm and looking at the ground. I
thought of my family getting the
news that I was dead.
‘I recall saying to myself “this is
where my life ends.” I told David I
loved him and he told me he loved
me and I just kept repeating, “stay
down, stay down, this is it”.
‘That’s what goes through your
head. You have seen people beside
you dead; people we were dancing
with two seconds ago had been
gunned down. People in front of us.’
She said: ‘Everyone around us
seemed to die. I don’t know where
the main group of victims were but it
feels like we were a sheer target.’
The weekend had started out as a
romantic break for Katie and her
partner David, 32, to celebrate her
28th birthday. They arrived in Paris
on an early-morning flight and, after
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‘David threw
himself on me.
He’s the quietest
man you could
meet but he’s
just incredible’
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Before the massacre: Fans at the concert in the Bataclan theatre

david’s my sole
priority now...
i will be with
him every day
Trauma: David
Nolan and his
partner Katie
Healy, whom
he shielded
during attack

‘Hero doctor risked his own life to stop David bleeding to death’

Shock: Survivor Ms Healy

A HEROIC French doctor risked his
own life to save David Nolan from
bleeding to death, Katie told the Mail
in her interview last night.
She explained in detail how the
couple fled the scene of the Bataclan
concert hall attack – in which her
partner had been shot – and gained
entrance to a nearby apartment
block.
She recalled: ‘We eventually got
into [the apartment block] and to a
safe floor with no windows or anything. I don’t know how but there
was a doctor living on that floor and
he tended to David and he is the reason how David is alive.

a leisurely walk taking in the sights,
and a romantic meal, they headed
to the Eagles Of Death Metal gig in
the Bataclan theatre on Friday night.
But it was here that terrorists had
planned their warped attack.
Speaking to the Mail from her home
in Blackrock, Co. Louth, a pale and
drawn Katie recalled the moment
she realised the carnage was about
to unfold, when her partner was injured.
‘I knew something was wrong.
There was a shove and I felt wet. I
looked back at David and he was
standing behind me and just protecting me,’ she said. ‘He was just standing behind me and I kind of looked
back to David to say, “Did someone
spill a drink on me?”’
But then she realised that ‘there
had obviously been a shot and someone got hit’, and it had been blood,

she had felt. She told how before the
attack, herself and David had stood
back close to the door of the theatre
and near to where merchandise was
being sold.

‘They were just
spraying bullets
into the crowd’
‘We weren’t drinking or anything.
We were just standing there enjoying
the show and that’s it, they [shooters] came in. They were just spraying
bullets into the crowd and once that
happened, obviously, I was still kind

By Seán Dunne
‘He risked his own life; he drove us
from his apartment to a hospital. He
had been in contact with people who
worked at the hospital who were
able to tell us he’ll bleed out by the
time an ambulance gets there.
‘He [the doctor] and his neighbour
made a judgment call to look out the
window and see if it was safe enough
to drive, and they got David and I
into the car and drove us to a hospital in Paris.’
Katie said that it was ‘total selflessness on their behalf’, adding: ‘They
just put David and I first and that they
of in the “was that a drink spilled?”
mode and David just pushed me
straight down. I hit the back of my
head and I was a bit dazed or something but I lay down.
‘Nobody had a chance. Our backs
were to them. No-one had a chance
and they knew that.’
Commenting from her home in Co.
Louth on the horrific attack, she
said: ‘I don’t see this as a reflection
on Paris or a reflection on Muslims. I
don’t see this as a reflection, bar
what it was – terror – and that’s what
it was.’ Katie said that after a while,
during the carnage, David saw that
they had an opportunity to make a
break for it. She recalled: ‘The shooting, the bang, bang, bang of the machine gun fire stopped.
‘We still lay down and I thought at
some point someone is going to intervene but you then heard footsteps

needed to get us to safety and they
got us there.’
She also described her journey to
the hospital with her wounded partner in the back of a stranger’s car as
‘deeply moving’.
Katie added: ‘When we were driving in the car, at times you’d think,
“Do people not know what’s going
on down that way?” as people were
still smoking on the street, and at
[other times] people were running.
We were terrified.’
Katie also described the scenes of
chaos they were met with once they
arrived at the hospital.
She said: ‘The hospital was just so

busy. David didn’t get his operation until the next day because
they had to put the people who
were critical above everyone
else.
‘We got there, we didn’t know
where we were for a long time
ourselves, we genuinely didn’t.
We were separated and I had to
wait while David was seen and
thanks to the kindness of the
Parisian people, they understood
what we were going through
together.
‘Some of the nurses and doctors
were just phenomenal.’
Katie also spoke of how when

and you could feel the floorboards
and a foot. A man walked passed
us and he was just (she gestured,
pulling a trigger) “bang”, “bang” at
people who lay with us. I just saw my
family in my head. I saw my mum sitting in that chair and my dad over
here,’ she said pointing to a chair in
the living room, ‘and for some reason
someone giving them the phone with
the news. That’s what went through
my head and I thought, “this is it, I
love you, goodbye.”’
She added: ‘We said goodbye to
each other and suddenly David said
“get up and run” and he kind of
pulled me and we ran. I didn’t know
where we were running to and I was
saying, “David, no, no, no, no, please,
no, play dead.” That’s all I could
think of doing even though I knew
they were shooting people.
‘David and I ran but we are the only

ones who got up from where we
were. Nobody else from where we
were seemed to get up.
‘We ran to the middle. I don’t
know why because the crowd
moved that way and we got out
onto a street and I’m pretty sure
people continued to get shot while
we were out on the street,’ she recalled. ‘There didn’t seem to be
many that got out at the time.’
Throughout the attack her brave
partner shielded her from the bullets despite the fact that he was
shot. He was flown home to a hospital in Ireland on Monday night.
She said: ‘We don’t know when he
was shot but he threw himself on
me on both occasions to shield me.
‘He’s incredible for doing it and I
can’t understand how he didn’t just
go into survival mode because so
many people did. I know other

the couple were fleeing the concert venue, she didn’t realise initially that David was injured.
She said: ‘We got out onto the
street and David didn’t even say
he was shot. I was assuming he
was in shock.
‘I didn’t think he was shot and I
was trying to say, “We still have to
run, outside is not safe”. We didn’t
know about any of the other terror attacks – nothing. I dropped
everything and just ran.
‘David eventually said he had
been shot but I grabbed him and
dragged him for as long as I
could.
people shielded their partners and
stuff but where we were and how
close we were to it, he’s just a complete and utter hero. He’s the quietest most humble man you could

‘One passed us.
He was just,
“bang, bang”’
ever meet. He wants no attention
but it’s just incredible.’
David lost a lot of blood in the escape and a number of complications have left him seriously injured
in hospital.

‘I was dragging him and pulling
him and screaming for help on
the street, trying to stop cars, but
it was impossible.’
Katie described the ordeal as
‘nothing anyone can ever prepare for’. She continued: ‘You go
to a place like Paris, you know
about things that have gone on in
the past but you don’t expect it at
a concert or at the Stade de
France. It’s not something that
crosses your mind.’
Katie added: ‘You don’t fear to
go there; you go there for a lovely
weekend and to visit a beautiful
country.’
She feels heartbroken for the victims who weren’t as lucky as her
and David.
She said: ‘I’m not angry, I’m sad
for everybody. My heart’s broken;
completely.
‘I can’t get my head around it and
I’m trying to stay strong and not
think about it.
‘You just have to think of them
[victims] and hope that something
can change in this world for
them because of the fear they must
have felt.
‘The fear that I still feel is incomprehensible.
‘There’s no anger yet. I don’t know
if there will ever be. What’s the
point in being angry?
‘All you can do is try and respect
the lives that were lost.’
Comment – Page 12
sean.dunne@dailymail.ue

KATIE first met David Nolan – the
man who would later save her life
– two years ago on a night out in
Dublin.

The couple are from opposite ends
of the country, and it was by sheer
chance that they met while socialising with friends in Dublin in 2013.
She was from Co. Louth, he was
from Cork, so it was hardly surprising
that their paths had never crossed
before: but her Facebook page and
her fashion blog both show just how
happy the pair were together, relaxed
and joyful in each other’s company.
They show the couple attending
weddings together with family as well
as posing for a string of beaming selfies set in a variety of locations.
Speaking about her recovery and
that of David, Katie said yesterday:
‘My sole priority now is David. He has
to have several more surgeries and
it’s not over by a long shot, not
for David.
‘David is back in the country and I
will be with him every day. I don’t
think we realise that we are home
yet,’ she said.
She added: ‘I don’t know where we

‘People from all
walks of life’
go from here, just trying to continue
on. There’s no such thing as getting
over it. It’s going to be with us for the
rest of our lives. I’ll never ever forget
the pain, suffering and fear that those
people went through.
‘We can’t express our gratitude and
thanks to everyone; the people of
Ireland, the Irish embassy. We had
the best of treatment under the circumstances and you know we just
have to acknowledge that it happened and hope that there is some
sort of resolution in the world, there’s
just too many people who are suffering because of this so that’s really all
that we can do.’
The trip to Paris had been another
romantic gesture from David to celebrate Katie’s 28th birthday: and from
the moment they arrived in the City
of Romance, the couple were capti-

By Seán Dunne
vated. ‘David got us tickets to Paris
for my birthday at the end of October,
so we had a bit of a wait before we
went over to Paris,’ she said.
‘We had planned on going to the
concert from the second we knew we
were going to Paris,’ she added.
The couple arrived in the French
capital at around 2.30pm on Friday
afternoon.
‘We spent the day getting from the
airport to checking into the hotel. We
checked in, had a little break and
headed straight for the concert.
‘We had a bite to eat outside the
Bataclan, had a little walk, came back
and went in.’
She described the atmosphere inside the Bataclan ahead of the concert as ‘happy’.
‘The whole atmosphere I would
describe as happy and lovely. David
and I specifically remarked, watching
people before the concert going in as
we had a bite to eat, that there was
such a diverse crowd, so much more
so than you would see in Ireland.
‘We found that there were people
from all walks of life and we just
thought it was beautiful. When we
were in the gig it was just the most
relaxed and happy atmosphere and
that’s how we are planning on remember it by.’
Last night Katie was being comforted at her family home in Co. Louth by
parents Tony and Helen and older
sister Fay, after she and David made
it home to Ireland late on Monday
evening.
David is being supported by his own
parents, Daniel and Eileen, and
siblings John and Áine.
The Nolan family – well known farmers in the Kilcorney area of north
Cork – first heard of the unfolding
atrocity in Paris during The Late Late
Show on Friday night.
It is understood they then tried to
contact their son and his partner and
when they failed to reach the couple
they started to fear for the worst.
When they heard that David was
shot they flew immediately over to
Paris to be with him and Katie, and
remained at his bedside until they
flew home last night.
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The story of a modern-day hero
By Seán Dunne
DavID Nolan lay protectively
on top of his girlfriend on the
Bataclan dance floor as gunmen fired indiscriminately
into the crowd. Without a care
for himself he prayed the bullets would spare his beloved
Katie.

Today, as the couple proudly announce their engagement, he tells
his remarkable story exclusively
to the Irish Daily Mail.

What started as a romantic trip to
Paris to celebrate Katie Healy’s 28th
birthday ended in a bloodbath with
bodies – alive and dead – strewn
across the floor.
Nearby, David could see blood
draining from one man’s shoe and
the appalling sounds of dying filled
the Parisian theatre.
David could smell the gunpowder
in the air and hear the footsteps of
the gunmen as they drew closer,
‘finishing people off ’ as they went.
But still he lay covering Katie, hoping any bullets fired at them would
hit him and not her.
He tells the Mail: ‘I could smell the
gunpowder in the air and even with
those individual shots you could feel
the reverb and the form of the gun.
‘We both felt at that point that the
one [shot] is going to be us.
‘We were, I won’t say making peace
with it [death] but we were almost
thinking what it is going to be like
when that shot hits you. We had said
our goodbyes.
‘I even thought when I was on top
of Katie that if they shoot me then
maybe somehow if it [bullet] goes
through me then it won’t go through
Katie,’ he says.
‘I was wondering what it was going
to feel like to be shot.’
Sitting in a wheelchair in a Dublin
hotel, David Nolan softly recounts
the horrific ordeal which still haunts
him. He is one of the few survivors of
theatre massacre where 89 people
were killed in the terrorist attacks
that ripped through Paris last
month.
Speaking to the Mail, David, with
Katie by his side, recalls the horror of
that night and how a simple ‘romantic gesture’ changed his life forever.
‘I booked a trip to Paris for Katie,
as a surprise for her birthday and it
was all going lovely. We checked into
our hotel and again there was a nice
atmosphere in the city for that time
of year,’ he says.
‘It was a bit like Christmas already
even though it was just November.
We went to the Eagles of Death Metal concert and there was a nice
relaxed atmosphere outside the
Bataclan theatre before we went in.
‘We got some food first and were
just remarking on the people we saw,
as in the different age groups, young
and old, at the concert.’
The 32-year-old Cork man recalled
seeing a man in his 60s making his
way into the concert.
‘I remember thinking: “I hope when
I’m that age I’m cool enough to go to
a gig like this.” It was a lovely atmosphere and really good fun.’
Recalling the moment the gunmen
entered the building, unbeknownst
to him and Katie, he says: ‘all of a
sudden this chaos started behind us.
We heard what seemed like a scuffle
and a load of banging.
‘We thought people might have set
off fireworks because there was
sparks and rapid firing.
‘at that point Katie had noticed it
too because she had turned to me
and I also turned back to look at the
door because we were standing just
inside of the entrance.
‘I saw the silhouette of a man at the
door but then with that first burst of
gunfire the crowd kind of fell to the
side and it became quite clear that it
was not fireworks at that point and
that it was gunfire.
‘The reason these people had fallen
was because they had been shot.

Still facing nightmares: David and
Katie come to terms with attack
People next to us had been shot. I fell
to the ground with Katie amongst
the other bodies both alive and
dead.
‘It was just scary. I tried to cover
Katie as best as I could to protect
her. I just had this instinct to protect
her and you know to make sure she
was okay.
‘Once that first burst of gunfire had
lapsed people got up again but it
started again, more gunfire and then
everyone fell to the ground again,
that I could see anyway.
‘We were just lying there and there
were just all dead bodies around us,
people dead or [pauses]… dying.
‘There was one particular man that
Katie could see whose face was
bleeding out.
‘at this point we were both lying on
the ground but I was lying on top of
Katie to protect her and I could see
the feet of this man and it was clear
that he was dying also. There was
blood draining from his shoes.
‘To my left there was a woman lying
on the floor and she was motionless
and then it was clear she was also
dead. It seemed that everyone

He was randomly
shooting people
around us where we had been standing was dead at that point.
‘We were lying on the floor and we
were kind of talking to each other
almost whispering to each other to
stay down, stay down. I just remember Katie telling me to stay down
and stay calm.’
David recalls her whispering to
him: ‘I love you’ and he said that he
loved her too.
‘at this point the gunman or gunmen – I can’t remember how many of
them there were at this point – but
there was a gunman walking around
shooting people individually because
the burst of gunfire had stopped and
there now were single shots and I
could hear them away from me but
also getting closer.’
He could smell the gunpowder.
‘at that point he, or whoever was
shooting, was finishing people off.
We were lying on the floor next to
dead bodies and we had said our
goodbyes really because you could
hear the shots and they seemed to be
coming closer.
‘We both felt at that point that the
one [shot] is going to be us.’
‘I remember seeing the gunmen
literally within feet of us and we were
both face down at this stage so we
could see the boots of the gunman
walk literally within feet of us. again,

÷‘I was lying on top of Katie... I hoped
if they did shoot me, the bullet would
not go through her too’, says David
÷‘At first I didn’t realise I had been
shot – I thought I’d twisted my ankle’
÷ Bullet ‘pulverised’ bones in his foot:
‘It’s in hundreds of bits,’ he explains
÷And the good news: they’re engaged!

Speaking to
the Mail:
David Nolan
and fiancée
Katie Healy

d

Just before the
horror: Eagles of
Death Metal in
concert on
November 13
somehow the bullets never came and
he never pointed the gun at us. He
walked passed us and went up to the
left of us towards the bar area where
I think he fired more shots.
‘He was just randomly shooting
people who were already dead or
dying. It was kind of around that
moment that I saw a set of doors
burst open to my left which would
have been Katie’s right.
‘again, these doors just burst open
and I don’t know who opened them?
Was it someone inside or was it someone coming in from outside but at
that point we just have to get out. We
can’t stay.
‘I was aware that I was hurt but I
was not aware that I had been shot. I
thought I may have twisted my ankle
in the fall or I got stood on. I could
feel that my foot was sore but it
didn’t dawn on me that I had actually been shot.’
at last, an opportunity arose for
David and Katie to make a run for it
when they saw the doors opened up
onto the street.
‘We got up to run but there were
dead bodies everywhere. The floor
was slippery from the blood and we
stumbled to get out the door. There
was just carnage all around us. Other
people also got up and ran out that
door at that point.
‘We got out onto the street and the
sudden realisation that I had been
shot crept in, whether this was from
the pain or just escaping I don’t
know.
‘I just suddenly knew I was hurt,’ he

says. Desperately struggling to run
at this point, David credits his girlfriend for saving his life by dragging
him up the street to safety.
a group of ‘brilliant people’, according to David, guided both him
and Katie to the safety of a gated
apartment complex.
‘I remember getting out and that’s
when I realised I was shot because
my foot was paining and there was
blood,’ he says.
‘We were shouting for help and I
don’t think Katie was aware I was
shot until we got outside. I was try-

‘Katie wasn’t
aware I was shot’
ing to run and she [Katie] was trying
to keep me running. She was amazing to get me somewhere safe [Looking over to Katie with a smile].
‘I was very close at that point to
passing out as I had even lost a lot of
blood at that stage,’ says David.
‘People were just in a panic and it
was hard to register exactly what
was going on but we met these very
kind and friendly French people on
the street.
‘This girl also called ‘Katie’ ironically helped us to get into this apartment block where she performed first
aid on my foot and again it’s a bit
hazy for me because I was in a lot of
pain and losing blood.’
David recalls: ‘When we arrived at

the hospital there were panic stations there also. I was treated there
but there were quite a few other victims there at the time too.
‘I had an x-ray on the night and was
given pain relief and a bandage on
my wound but there was still bleeding. They couldn’t stop the bleeding.
They operated at 5pm the next day
(the Saturday) and thankfully this
stopped the bleeding.
‘The x-ray showed that the bullet
lodged in my foot and it shattered
pretty much all of the bones.’
Katie explains: ‘The doctor said
that the bullet pulverised the bone
to the front of the foot [as she points
to the front bone in her foot]
‘It’s in hundreds of bits,’ David added pointing towards his foot which is
in a cast and must remain elevated
for his recovery.
‘I have seen the x-ray and there are
lots of cracks and shatters on it. They
operated to take out that bullet and
realign my bones as best they could.
There is still a huge gap in my foot
even after that.’
David, 32, a Quantity Surveyor,
thanked the Irish Embassy in Paris
for their assistance in flying him and
Katie home.
‘My first operation was in Paris but
we got back to Dublin on the Monday and I had three further surgeries
in Dublin.
Katie has her own memories of
the moment David told her that he
had been shot.
‘I think I just couldn’t believe him
or didn’t want to. I just kept drag-

six months in a
wheelchair... as
david must learn
to walk again

ging him and dragging him until we
thought we were far enough away.
‘We looked it up since and we
made it approximately six minutes
away from the Bataclan.’
David said: ‘It’s hard to know how
long the time lines were because it
felt like 100 years.
‘I remember while on our way to
the hospital, we passed a bar or café
or something and people were still
standing outside not knowing what
was going on.
‘I was trying to stay awake and

not pass out because you know it’s
easier to be moved and stuff if
you’re awake.’
David managed to make contact
with his brother and family in Co.
Cork, as they were being rushed to
the hospital – and said he was
thankful to have been able to reassure his family that he was alive.
David and Katie will not spend
Christmas together but will be reunited for the New year as David
continues his rehabilitation.
‘I’m healing quite well and the

skin grafts. It will be four to five
months before I am walking comfortably. I currently have a month
where my leg must be elevated and
this will progress to putting weight
on it and see where we go.
‘The next step will be physiotherapy and again how long will it take
to heal is kind of a “how long is a
piece of string” question.
‘It’s painful and it’s difficult but
it’s healing. I’m getting there.’
Comment – Page 12
sean.dunne@dailymail.ie

avID Nolan will spend the next
six months in a wheelchair as
he learns to walk again, after
being shot in the foot as he lay
on the blood soaked dance
floor of the Parisian theatre.
The bullet shattered the bones in
his foot and he will spend Christmas
at home with his family, having been
forced to move back there since
the Paris attack.
The quantity surveyor, from the
Kilcorney area of north Cork, has
been unable to return to work since
the November 13 attacks. He says life
as he knew it has utterly changed.
Both he and girlfriend Katie are still
battling sleepless nights as they’re
haunted by the question of ‘why us?’;
why did they survive an attack that
killed so many?
They are seeking counselling as
they struggle to come to terms with
it but David says he is plagued by the
senselessness of the massacre.
‘and for what?’ he asks.
He shrugs off the ‘hero’ tag being
given to him by so many admirers
and credits his girlfriend with saving
his life.
He tells the Mail: ‘We are really
lucky that we
are alive. It
has been
tough but
we know it
could have
been
a
whole lot
worse.
‘It feels surreal. I have
this kind of
image of us
lying on the
floor rather than being
there but it’s only for a split
second. It’s like something that you
would see in a movie.
‘It comes into sharp focus again and
you realise yeah you were there and
that happened,’ he says.
Pointing his finger towards his foot,
he says: ‘I think I’m finished with my
surgeries but then again it all
depends on how my foot is healing.
I’m in quite a lot of pain and again my
life is just on hold.’
David underwent surgery initially
in a Paris hospital to remove the bullet lodged in his foot and realign his
shattered bones.
He is still shocked at how a romantic trip to Paris for Katie’s 28th birthday turned into a living nightmare.
He said: ‘You go to Paris and you can
walk, just have a nice weekend and
you come home and you’re in a
wheelchair.
‘I’m on crutches too but I can’t
work. I can’t Christmas shop. I can’t
even drive. Everything has been

By Seán Dunne
turned upside down in the space of a
few minutes or a few hours. We are
really lucky that we are alive but it’s
just that it’s tough. It could be a lot
worse,’ he adds.
adapting to life with his injury has
been difficult for both David and
Katie as they explain the past month
or more has been spent in and out of
hospitals.
‘Even learning to push yourself in
the chair is very difficult. Even today,
we were going around having a look
on Grafton Street and it’s just difficult. Katie is amazing she has been
wheeling me around everywhere as
I’m not the easiest “lump” to move,’
he smiles.
‘again we are lucky and grateful for
what we still have. a lot of people
over there [Paris] don’t have that
chance.’
Katie says: ‘Neither of us can sleep
and it’s very difficult to get on with
your normal life. You know we visited the counsellors and we want to
talk about it because it’s one of these
things that you can’t not talk about.
‘You want to be able to say that our
lives will go on and you [motioning to
David] will get better eventually,’
Looking across the table at his girl-

I feel sad for those
who didn’t come back
friend, David adds: ‘I feel sad for the
people who never came home from
that concert and obviously the people in the restaurant and everyone
who died in Paris that night.
‘I think counselling as time goes on
will play its part as well.
‘Talking is good,’ he says clasping
his hands in his lap.
Katie says: ‘It’s good to recall it. It’s
hard to know how to conduct yourself after something like that. For
three or four weeks after it happened it was non-stop hospitals and
appointments and worry to make
sure David was okay.
‘He had so many surgeries and it
was just a constant worry, hospital
became our home,’ Katie says.
For David, he still wonders why he
and Katie were one of the ‘lucky
ones’ in a night of ‘sheer terror’.
‘I think: “how did we get lucky” and
“how did so many other people there
end up dead or more severely
injured?”
Katie adds: ‘There’s one thing which
people always say when they hear
our story and that is: “There must
have been someone watching over

ContInueD on page 6
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David proposed
to me quietly.
It was low-key
and beautiful
After the horror of Paris,
hero couple get engaged

KATIE Healy last night told
the Irish Daily Mail of her
delight at her engagement
to heroic partner David
Nolan.

Sweet gesture: The couple were
wished well by Shelbourne staff

Cork native David popped the
question to his long-term
girlfriend – the woman he calls
his own ‘hero’ – at the Shelbourne Hotel in Dublin after
breakfast on Saturday morning.
While the couple were in Dublin
they spoke to the Mail about their

Joy:
Katie
shows off
the ring
with David

By Seán Dunne
nightmare ordeal during the ISIS
attacks on Paris when David’s
foot was ‘pulverised’ as he
protected her from the gunmen.
And Katie told the Mail: ‘David
proposed to me on Saturday
morning, quietly, in our room in
the Shelbourne.
‘It was low-key and beautiful.’
They had returned to Dublin,
where they had first met, for a
weekend of Christmas shopping

and festive cheer but left as a newly
engaged couple.
They added: ‘We are both very
happy and looking forward to the
next chapter of our life.’
However, wedding bells will be on
hold until David’s rehabilitation is
complete.
The couple, who are from opposite
ends of the country, first met while
socialising with friends in Dublin in
2013. Katie is from Co. Louth and
David is from Cork, and so it was

‘We’re looking to
the next chapter’

      
     


hardly surprising that their paths
had never crossed before: but Katie’s
Facebook page and her fashion blog
both show just how happy the pair
are together; relaxed and joyful in
each other’s company.
In an exclusive interview last
month, Katie told the Mail: ‘My sole
priority is David. There is no such
thing of getting over it. It’s going to
be with us for the rest of our lives.’
And speaking to the Mail over the
weekend, David joked: ‘It’s not easy
to get a lump like me around but

Katie is truly amazing.’ The couple
shared their happy news with their
delighted family and friends over the
weekend.
David’s parents Daniel and Eileen
are believed to be delighted with the
happy news, as are Katie’s parents
Tony and Helen.
The couple told the Mail: ‘We will
be spending Christmas apart but we
will be in constant contact with one
another on the day.’
They had been living together in
Cork prior to David being shot.
However, they have had to move
out of the home they shared together
for the time being to allow for
David’s rehabilitation.
The couple – who saved each
other’s lives during the Paris terrorist attacks – are looking forward to
their future together as husband and
wife.
David noted during his interview
with this paper that he still can’t
understand why he was one of the
lucky ones who survived the deadly
attacks alongside his girlfriend.
But they don’t want to make a fuss
of their engagement now. The couple
enjoyed a low-key evening at another
Dublin hotel on Saturday night after
their engagement.
sean.dunne@dailymail.ie

Just such waste
of people’s lives
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you” and it’s a lovely sentiment.
But the most beautiful and vibrant,
wonderful people who were
deeply loved by their families
were taken from them and if someone was watching over them then
why us?
‘If I was on the other side hearing
this story it’s probably something
that I’d say “Someone was watching over you” – but those people
that went in there that night are
dead.’
And David says: ‘It was sheer terror. You’re out with people on a
Friday night enjoying the night and
listening to the band and then you
don’t come home. People got shot
in the back and they died that
night... It’s hard to figure out why
they died.
‘There’s no reason, it’s just senseless. That idea in my head of shooting, it makes no sense to me. It’s
senseless. It’s the only way I can
describe it. There’s no anger. It’s

just such a waste of people’s lives.
Everybody who died that night – all
I can say is that it was a waste.
‘All the people that are affected
and have worse injuries than me ...
things that will affect them for the
rest of their lives.
‘Even people mentally and how
it’s going to affect them for the
rest of their lives.
‘Sadness and pain and for what?
It’s just, there’s no anger.’
David also says: ‘Things are just
upside down, but obviously the
story you did on Katie previously,
that shows just how amazingly
strong she is.’
But he adds: ‘Everything is on hold
for now.’
Looking affectionately across at
the man who ultimately saved her
life, Katie adds: ‘It almost feels like
this is not our story. I sometimes
am waiting for someone to give
me a tap on the shoulder and say
“that wasn’t you, cop on.”
‘It doesn’t feel like this could possibly be us.’
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Louise: It was my
first time away
without them. The
lads insisting I go,
said: ‘You’re the
best mammy.’

Family tragedy:
seán McGrotty,
Louise daniels
with baby
rionaghac-ann,
Mark and Evan

see Pages 10, 11 & 12

hutch feud’s
fourth victim
Friend of The Monk shot in his car
several times was targeted by CAB
and had €4million premises seized

A CLOSE friend of
notorious criminal
Gerry ‘The Monk’ Hutch
was gunned down last
night in what security
forces believe is the latest killing in a bitter
gangland feud.
The career criminal – known as

By neil Michael
and debbie McCann

Mr Kingsize because of his
cigarette smuggling – was found
with multiple gunshot wounds
in a car outside his home in
Ratoath, Co. Meath.

Despite reports of talks between
the feuding gangs, this, the fourth

Turn to Page 8

WHY Was Terror FanaTiC sTill Free?

brussels rePorTs
Pages 4, 5, 6 & 7
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Mother had never left family before
Children told
Louise: ‘You’re
so good, you
need a break’

Hero pays an emotional
visit to mother and baby

Tragic: Evan and Mark
McGrotty with baby sister
Rionaghac-Ann;
Right, clockwise from top
left: Louise, partner Seán,
Louise’s mother Ruth and
Louise’s younger sister
Jodie-Lee

By Stephen Maguire
BUNCRANA pier hero Davitt
Walsh had an emotional meeting
with the mother of the baby he
rescued from the freezing waters
of Co. Donegal.

Distraught: Fr Paddy O’Kane

From seán dunne
in Derry

roslyn dee on love and death
roSlyn

THE mother who lost her partner, two
sons, sister and mother when their car
slid off the Buncrana pier was on her
very first trip away from her family
when tragedy struck.

Parish priest Fr Paddy O’Kane told the
Mail yesterday that Louise James had never been away from her family for more than
a couple of hours – and had only reluctantly left for a hen party to Liverpool when her
sons insisted she go, telling her she was
‘the best mammy in the world’.
And Louise, 35, has told friends her
baby daughter – who was rescued in
the tragedy – is the only reason she

÷

HunDREDS are expected to
attend a special vigil in
memory of all those involved in
last Sunday’s drowning disaster.
The vigil, on a green area on
the shorefront in Buncrana, will
take place at 7pm to coincide
with the exact time last Sunday’s
tragedy unfolded.
The vigil has been arranged by
local county councillor Rena
Donaghey. Cllr Donaghey said:
‘We are expecting a lot of people to attend and we are hoping
many of our neighbours from
Derry who have been directly
touched by this tragedy will also
come along.
‘We will recite the Rosary in
memory of all those affected by
this terrible tragedy and it
should take around half an
hour.’
has to go on living.
Seán McGrotty, 46, died along with
his two sons Mark, 12, and Evan,
eight, their grandmother Ruth
Daniels, 57, and her 14-year-old
daughter Jodie-Lee Daniels when
their car slid into Lough Swilly off
Buncrana pier in Co. Donegal. They
will be laid to rest today.
Louise’s four-month-old daughter
Rionaghac-Ann was the sole survivor after she was rescued by local
man Davitt Walsh, who swam out to
the sinking car.
Fr O’Kane said yesterday that she
only went away to Liverpool after
Mark and Evan begged her to go
and enjoy herself telling her she was
‘the best mammy in the world’.
He said: ‘She said she just wanted

See
PaGe 12

The 28-year-old travelled to Derry to
meet with Louise Daniels whose four
month-old baby Rionaghac-Ann he
saved during Sunday night’s tragedy.
Davitt’s girlfriend Stephanie Knox
wrote on her Facebook page how she
had been with her boyfriend when
they met with the Daniels and
McGrotty families.
She said: ‘My biggest admiration
goes out to Louise, the Daniels family
and the McGrotty family. They are
amazing, strong people.
‘Meeting them today helped me and
Davitt so much and my thoughts and
prayers are with the family.’
The couple also went to St Mary’s
College, Stephanie’s old school where
tragic Jodi Lee Daniels was also a
pupil.
A small vigil for the family was held
and the choir sang a number of songs.
Mr Walsh and Ms Knox then met in
private with Louise.
Ms Daniels had tried to contact the
Kerrykeel man on Monday but Mr
Walsh was so traumatised that he

‘So many emotions’: Davitt Walsh
asked for some time. He also met with
Louise’s baby daughter, the infant he
rescued before he was himself taken
to Letterkenny University Hospital on
Sunday night.
‘It was such a special moment. I was
so nervous but I will never forget it,’
said Mr Walsh. He said attending
today’s funerals of the five people who
perished would be the most difficult
thing he has done in his life. But he
said he was determined to be there
for Louise James and her baby daughter Rionaghac-Ann to show solidarity
with the bereaved families.
‘Ahead of [the funerals] I’m feeling

14.99

9.99

EACH

Family’s last meal was a ‘happy, loving one’
THE family members killed after their car slid
off Buncrana pier spent their last few hours
enjoying a meal at a nearby restaurant.
It was a typical Sunday family day out filled
with laughter and love, staff at the Harbour Inn
in Buncrana, recalled yesterday.
Seán McGrotty, 46, accompanied by his children, Mark, 12, Evan, eight, and four-month old
baby Rionaghac-Ann, grandmother Ruth Daniels, 57 and her 14-year-old daughter Jodie-Lee
arrived at the Harbour Inn on the Derry road in
Buncrana, Co. Donegal shortly after 3pm last
Sunday.
The Harbour Inn is described by locals as a
popular spot for Derry families to stop off for
lunch. Staff at the Harbour Inn told the Irish
Daily Mail they were shocked on Monday morning when they realised the family had been
eating at their restaurant hours before their
deaths. Owner and manager of the Harbour
to die when she first heard the news
but baby Rionaghac is her saviour.
Louise says that if it wasn’t for little
Rionaghac then she wouldn’t be
here. She wouldn’t be able to go on
living or to have a reason to.’
And he revealed how on Sunday
evening as news of the tragedy broke
online and Louise waited on her
return flight home, she desperately
tried to reach her family. ‘She felt
something was wrong in the pit of
her stomach and she couldn’t get
through to her family on the phone.
There was no answer and she kept
ringing and ringing.’
‘For Louise it was the very first
time in her whole life that she had
left her family. She didn’t want to go
to the hen party but even her chil-

Inn, Kathleen Doherty told The Irish Daily Mail
that she remembered a family ‘full of life and
laughter’ and doting on the baby.
She said: ‘When word came through initially
that the terrible tragedy, we never put two and
two together until the photographs emerged
and then we realised they had eaten with us
that evening. They arrived in the bar just after
3pm and sat and ate their dinner as a family.
‘They were having a lovely family day out by
the looks of it, the boys were happy and laughing and the little girl was just so beautiful in her
seat and her grandmother [Ruth Daniels] was
doting on her.’
Ms Doherty added: ‘They were a perfectly
normal family and Sunday was a gorgeous day
as we had lots of families in. They were in the
restaurant for a few hours.
‘They were all very happy and ate their dinner
and the boys enjoyed their desserts. They all

dren said to her: “Mammy you need
a break, you’re so good and you
never go anywhere so just go.” The
children and Seán persuaded her
against her will to go to this hen
party in Liverpool.’
‘She first started ringing from Liverpool Airport to say her plane was
delayed and that’s the final words
she had with her family. They [then]
had heard there was a tragedy in
Buncrana and she was trying to get
through to her family by phone after
last speaking to them.
‘She felt something was wrong in
the pit of her stomach and she
couldn’t get through to her family on
the phone. There was no answer and
she kept ringing and ringing.
‘Then her brother told her that

seemed so relaxed and normal and the two
boys bounced out the door. They all just seemed
so happy and her Dad [Seán] carried the baby
in her car seat and the granny was doting on all
of them and her own daughter [Jodie-Lee] was
a lovely pleasant young woman.’
Another local businessman who was in the
restaurant at the same time as the family
recalled witnessing what he described ‘a family
that looked the picture of happiness.’
He said: ‘The boys were being typical boys and
messing with one another as brothers do and it
was clear to see that the baby girl was a daddy’s
girl’. I’m beyond words this week to think I saw
them having their Sunday lunch and a few short
hours this family has been wiped out.’
It’s understood the family left the Harbour Inn
following their Sunday lunch and drove the five
minute drive along the coastal road to the pier
at Buncrana to watch the sunset.

there had been a tragedy and she
knew they had been out for a meal
there so she said, “It must be them,”
as there was no answer to the phone
and they had been out for a meal in
the area. That’s how she found out.
‘Her brother gradually broke the

‘louise is in
a total daze’
news to Louise. They put two and
two together.’ Family met Louise off
her flight at Belfast International
Airport on Sunday night and confirmed her worst fears.
Fr Kane, who will concelebrate

today’s funeral Mass, said Louise
was struggling to cope.
‘I have just come from the family
home this morning and Louise is in
a total daze, but she’s getting great
support from the local community
and everyone has rallied around.’
He added: ‘I have been a priest for
43 years and grew up in the Troubles
and it is by far the worst thing I’ve
come across.’ Fr O’Kane also said
Louise met hero local Davitt Walsh,
who rescued little Rionaghac-Ann.
He said: ‘Louise met Davitt Walsh
on Tuesday afternoon with little
baby Rionaghac-Ann. I gave them
tea and sandwiches and we finished
with a little prayer.’
Comment – Page 12
sean.dunne@dailymail.ie
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very anxious, afraid, nervous and
upset. There are just so many
emotions.
‘I’m afraid in case I break down after
seeing the coffins or the families,
knowing I could have maybe did more.
‘It’s going to be the most difficult
thing we have done in our lives but it
may give myself and Stephanie some
closure on the events that unfolded
on Sunday,’ he said.
The couple chose not to go to the
wakes as he said they would prefer to
see the children in pictures in the
happier times they had.
‘We did not go to the wakes as we
have both been traumatised by the
events of Sunday and we would just
like to see the faces of the victims in
their happier times from pictures.
‘It would just be heartbreaking
seeing them there knowing I might
have been able to save someone else,’
he said.
He added that he hoped that himself and Stephanie would get some
form of closure from today’s funerals.
‘I feel it’s important that me and
Stephanie are part of the funeral
tomorrow not only to show support
for both families but to support each
other in this horrible time.
‘Maybe we may get some ease or
closure seeing them going to a happier place and being together as a
family,’ he said.
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INGREDIENTS:
45g Butter
300g Centra Marshmallow Twists
180g Centra Rich Krunchies

Centra Fresh Irish Quality Half Leg of Lamb
1.2kg - 8.33/kg was 14.99 (Subject To Availability)

Spring Gift Box

HALF
PRICE

10
EACH

Guinness Draught/Carlsberg/Budweiser/Bud Light/Bulmers
Can Pack 8 x 500ml - 2.50/ltr was 13.00

Offers valid until Wednesday 30th March unless otherwise stated

In selected stores. See instore for full details. Customer quotas may apply. While stocks last.
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METHOD:
1. Melt butter on low heat
2. Add marshmallows & stir
3. Pour into Rice Krunchies & mix
4. Scoop mixture into your hand, add 2 mini eggs or M&Ms into the
middle and mould to egg shape
5. Set aside at room temperature

Centra Marshmallow Twists 200g - 7.50/kg ONLY 1.50,
Centra Rice Krunchies 440g - 4.55/kg ONLY 2.00

